CHARLES CALVERT, Efq; Governor. 1723,

the Omiffion fhall happen, and the other Half to the Informer; to be reco- CH AP~
vered by Action of Debt, Bill, Plaint or Information, wherein no Effoin,
Prote@ion or Wager of Law fhall be allowed. ' '

Examined and Compar!d with the Ofiginal Ae, REVERDY GHISELIX\";
THoMAs Bacon.

' | C H A P. XVIL | o -
An ACT to punifh Blafphemers, Swearers, Drunkards, and Sab- pag.q a6 .
bath-Breakers ; and for repealing the Laws heretofore made for 9% 1723-

the Punifthing fuch Offenders. Li. LL. N° 4. fol. 598.

€ it Enatted, by the Right Honourable the Lord Proprictor, by and with
the Advice and Confent of bis Lordfbip’s Governor, and the Upper and
Lower Houfes of Affembly, and the Authority of the fame, That if any
Perfon fhall hereafter, within this Province, wittingly, malicioufly, and ad- '
vifedly, by Writing or Speaking, Blafpheme or Curfe GOD, or deny our Sa- Blafphemers,
viour JEsus CHRIST to be the Son of GOD, of fhall deny the Holy Trinity,
the Father, Son and Holy Ghoft, or the Godhead of any of the Thrée Per-
- fons, or the Unity of the Godhead, or fhall utter any profane Words con=
cerning the Holy Trinity, or any the Perfons theieof, and‘ﬂiall be thereof
conviét by Verdi&, or Confeffion, fhall, for the firft Offence be bored through for the firt
the Tongue, and fined Twenty Pounds Sterling to the Lord Proprietor, to boo’fggct‘;“'g,bc
be applied to the Ufe of the County where the Offence fhall be committed, the Tonguc,
to be levied on the Offender’s Body, Goods and Chattels, Lands or Tene- and fined zol.
ments ; and in cafe the faid Fine cannot be levied, the Offender to fuffer Six Sterling &
Months Imprifonment without Bail or Mainprize ; and that for the fecond 2¢ Offence to
Offence, the Offender being thereof convict as aforefaid, fhall be ftigmatized by b dﬁ‘fﬁ“‘f};‘c 1
Burning in-the Forehead with the Letter B, and fined Forty Pounds Sterling 4o/, Sterling.
to the Lord Proprietor, to be applied and levied as aforefaid ; and in cafe the ;1 ofence,
fame cannot be levied, the Offender fhall fuffer Twelve Months Imprifonment Death, with-
‘without Bail or Mainprize; and that for the Third Offence, the Offender 2t Benefit of

being convictas aforefaid, fhall fuffer Death without the Benefit of the Clergy. Clergr.

II. and be it E&nafted, That every Perfon that fhall hereafter pro- Profane
fanely Swear or Curfe, in the Preferice and Hearing of any Magiftrate, Mi- 2:’2’:}2"55 to
nifter, the Commiffary-General, Secretary, Sherift, Coroner, Provincial or .
County Clerk, Veftry-man, Church-warden, or Conftable, or be convicted 2. 64. for
thereof, before any Magiftrate, by the Oath of one lawful Witnefs, or Con- ‘hecﬁ',‘} Oath
feflion of the Party, fhall, for the firft Oath or Curfe, be fined Two Shillings o v

and Six-pence Current Money ; and for every Oath or Curfe after the firft, Ogth,o r&i’:.cry
Five Shillings like Money, to be applied to the Ufes-aforefaid. =~ after the firft.

ITI. aAnb be it Enafted, That every Perfon that fhall be Drunk; in the Pre- Drunkards to
fence of any of the Perfons aforefaid, or fhall be thereof convi®t in Manner }?c fined 5 ».
aforefaid, before any Magiftrate, fhall be fined for every Offence Five Shil- fonce. * Of-
lings Current Money, to be applied as aforfefaid. o

IV. And be it €natted, That where the faid Fines fhall not be immedi- How g‘”"‘
ately paid on Conviction, that it thall and may be lawful for the Magiftrates, gi::ka;d,
or other Officers aforefaid, and they are hereby required, to order the Offender (unable to
(not being a Freeholder, or other reputable Perfon) to be Whipped, or put }’,,{cg‘};’,a) be
in the Stocks; and for that Purpofe to appoint any Rerfon, (not having 4 law- punithed.”
ful Exemption) as a Conftable, on fuch Occafion, to punith fuch Offender :

And that any fuch Perfon to be {o appointed, that fhall refufe to obey fuch
Magiftrate, or other Officer, fhall forfeit Ten Shillings Current Money, to
be applied as aforefaid ; for—which Fine, the Magiftrate, or other Officer,
fhall and may give Judgment, and award Execution againft fych Offender;
and that where the Offenders (hall be Frecholders, or other rcputable Per-

S{2 fons,




