1638.

» CECILIUS Lod BALTIMORE.-

At 2 GENERAL ASSEMBLY, begun and held at

the Fort of St. Mary’s, on the 25th Day of Febru-
ary 1638, and the fame Day removed to St. Fobn’s,
and there continued till the 1gth Day of March,
were Enacted the following Laws.

The Hon. Leonarp Carvert, Efg; Lieut.\Gene_r’al.

C H A P..I

Pafied, 25th An AG for effablifbing the Houfe of Affembly, and ‘the Laws to be made therein. -

Feb. 1638,

C. O. fol. 128. and Lib. C and WH. fol. 61. =

N. B. By this A&, the feveral Perfons ele@ed and returned (purfuant to the Writs iffued)
fhall be called BURGESSES; and fupply the Place of all the Freemen confenting to fuch Elec-
tion, in the fame Manner, and to all the fame Intents and Purpofes, as the Burgefles in any Bo-
rough in England, in the Parliament of England, ufe to fupply the Place of the Inhabitants of
their refpetive Boroughs : And that the Gentlemen fummoned by his Lordfhip’s fpecial Writ,
to each of them dire@ed, the faid Burgeffes, and fuch other Freemen who have not confented to
any of the EleQions as aforefaid, as fhall be at any Time affembled, or any Twelve or more of

- them (whereof the Lieut. General and Sccretary to be always Two) fhall be called Tue House

oF AssEMBLY. And all A&s, &¢. affented unto and approved by the faid Houfe, or major Part
thereof, and aftérwards affented unto by the Lieut. General, in the Name of the Lord Propries,

- tary, fhall be adjudged and eftablifhed for Laws, to the fame Force, &c. as if his Lordfhip and

all'the Freemen of this Province were perfonally prefent, and did affent, &e.

C H A P IL

Paffed, 19th Ay At ordaining certain Laws for the Government of this Province. C.O. fol.

March, 1638.

* Vi~ The
Bill N°. 14,
which aimong
others wis
ingrofTed, but
not pafled
this Seilion.

130. Lib. Cand WH. fol. 63.

N. B. By this A& (which feems to have been calculated for fupplzing the want of Laws till

a proper Body fhould be agreed upon) it was Enacted, (1.) Holy Church within this Province
fhall have all her Rights and Liberties. (2.) All Inhabitants fhall take an Oath of Allegiance to
his Majefty. (3.) The Lord Proprictary fhall have all his Rights and Prerogatives. (4.) The
Inhabitants fhall have all their Rights and Libertics according to the great Charter of England.
(5.) The Lieut. General (within the Province) and the Commander of the [fc of Kent (within
that Ifland) except Appeal be made from him, and the Council of the Province, in Caufes where-
in the Licut. General is Plaintiff, fhall caufe Right and Juftice to be done in all Caufes civil, ac-
cording to the Laws or laudable Ufages of this Province, or otherwife according to the Laws
or laudable Ufages of England in the fame or the like Cafes, as near as he or they fhall be able to
judge. And fhall try all fuch Caufes, and ufe, command, &c. all Power and Means ncceflary
and conducing thereunto. And the {aid Licut. General, and Commander, fhall take an Oath
to adminifter equal Juftice to all Perfons,. without Favour or Malice of any one. (6.) The
Lieut. General, or any one of the Council (within the Province) and Commander of Kent (with-
in that Ifland) fhall ufe, &¢. all Power and Means neceffary to the apprehending of Felons, or
kecping of the Peace.  And the Licut. General and Council, thall and may try and eenfure all Of-
fenders, with any Punifhments as they fhall think the Offence to deferve; except that, in Crimes
extending to Life or Member, the Offender fhall be firft Indi¢ted, and afterwards Tried, by 12
Freemen at the leaft. - And the Commander of Kent (within that Ifland) thall and may try and
cenfure all Offenders within that Ifland, with fuch corporal Shame or Correétion (not extending
to Life or Member) as he fhall think the Offence to deferve. And every Councillor fhall take
Oath to defend and maintain the Rights and Prerogatives of the Lord Proprietary in all Things,
and to aflift the Execution of Juftice without Favour or Malice of any one, and to do all- other
Things as becomes a Councillor to do.  (7.) The Secretary fhall prove Wills, and grant Ad-
miniftrations, and ufe, éZc. all Power, &', ncceffary thercto. And the Commander of Kent to
take Order for the faving of the Goods of deccafed Perfons within that Ifland, till a Will be
Proved, or Adminiftration granted. -(8.) The Captain of the military Band (at the Diretion
of the Licut. General) fhall ufe, &e. all Power, & neceffary or conducing in his Difcretion to
the Safety or Defence of the Province. And the Commander of Kent to do the like within that
Ifland. (g.) All Officers Fees to be paid according to * a Bill upon the Records of this Affem-
bly : And all ncceflary public Charges to be defrayed by the Treafurer of the Province, upon
Account of the Colony or Province, by Warrant from Time to ‘Time from the Lieut. General
and Council. (1c.) If any Goods be within the Province, without anv challenging the fame
and having Right thereunto, the Licut. General and Council fhall appoint how the fame fhall
be employed.  (11.) Where the Goods of a Debtor fued are not fufficient to pay all his Decbts
within the Province, they fhall be Sold at an Out-cry, and diftributed equally among all the
Creditors inhabiting within the Province : Fxcept that the mere and proper Debts of the Lord
Proprictary fhall be firft fatished, nd then Fees and Duties to public Officers and Charges ; and
that Debts for Wine and Hot-Waters be not fatisfied till all other Debts be paid.  (12.) Every
Perfon planting Tobacco fhall plant and tend two Acres of Corn.  (13.) All Tobaccoes fhip-
ped out of the Provinze {except to Lrghard, Irand, or Firginia) fhall pay a Cuftom of Five in
the



