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contained Tranferipts of fuch only as then remained in Force, of which
we have Inftances in the Years_ 1676, 1692, 1699, and 1704. So that
the older Copies or Tranfcripts being little regarded, as of no farther
Ufe, have been negleced or fuffered to perith or run to Decay; till in the
Year 1716 (the ficft Year of his Lordfhip’s being reinftated in the Govern-
ment) effeGtual Care was taken to fecure what then remained, together with
all future Records, by an ® A& appointing certain Commiffioners to infpect
the Condition of the Public Records, and to employ the ncceflary Clerks
and Workmen for tranfcribing, binding and repairing the remaining Books,
and for obliging the feveral Officers to keep the fame in good Order, &r¢.
which was farther inforced and fecured by fundry fubfequent Aéts. From
which Negle@s, Copies of many old A&s have been intirely loft, nor thould

. we have the leaft Knowledge of their Exiftence, but from fubfequent con-

tinuing or repealing Acs, or the imperfe& Remains of Proceedings in Af-
fembly ; from which I have colle&ted their Titles, and reduced them to their
proper Places : Which is the Reafon of fo many Titles, in thofe dark Periods,

ftanding without Reference to any Record wherein they may be found.

Frowm the foregoing fhort View of the feveral Revolutions of Government
in this Province, and the fevetal Periods in which they happened, we ma
eafily Account for the Acrimony of Stile with which the Right Hon® Lords
and Proprictaries have been treated in the Preambles to fome particular A&s;
the ulual Effe&t of national Divifions, and conteft of Parties ftruggling for
Superiority. In all which Cafes, tho’ for wife and political Motives, the
Powers of Government were withdrawn, yet the ftricteft Regard was- always
had to the Real Eftates and Properties of their Lord/bips, which were, in
more Inftances than one, attacked with the intemperate Zeal of Party Re-
fentment : The Proprietaries having never forfeited thofe private Rights by
any A& of Difloyalty, or illegal Refiftance to the eftablithed Power.

As it is evident this Colle@tion could never have appeared, in its prefent
Form, without a diligent and accurate Infpection of the Records; fo the
Editor thinks it his efpecial Duty to return his Thanks to his Excellency
HoraTio SHARPE, Efq; our worthy Governor, who, upon the firft Ap-
plication, granted him free Recourfe to the Council and Provincial Records,
which was afterwards confirmed by the Right Hon" the prefent Proprietor,
as well as to the feveral Gentlemen in Office, who kindly afforded him their
Afliftance, not only in permitting him a free Accefs to their refpective Offices,
but alfo in pointing out to him the feveral Books, &c. in which he was moft

likely to meet with the Information he wanted.

In a particular Manner, he requefts the following Gentlemen, to accept of

" his fincere Acknowledgments for their generous Contributions and Subfcrip-

tions towards carrying on this ufeful Defign, without which it never could
have fuited the Editor’s Circumftances to introduce it to Public View, Viz.

C ONTRTIBUT O R, |
The Rt Hon™ FREDERIC K, L* Baltimore, [/. 100 Sterling.
S UBS CURTIBE R S
His Excellency HoraTio SHARPE, Efg; Governor, [. 100 Currency.
| ~ (Benjy. Tasker, Efq; L. 50
Cuarvres CarroLy, Efg; L. 50

¢+ | Sam. CHAMBERLAINE, Efq; 50

WaLTER Durany, Efg; | 50 5 | Epwarp Lrovp, Efg; 50
Cua. CarroLL, Efq; Barrifter, 5o T ¢ BEnepicT CALVERT, Efg; 50
DanieL WoLsTENHOLME, Efg; 50| & | DANIEL Durany, Efg; 50
.Upton ScorT, Efqg; 5o | B | STEPHEN BorpirEY, Efg; 50
Mr. LanceLoT JACQUES, 50  Joun Ripour, Efg; 50
Mr. CuHARLES WALLACE, so | Joun Bricg, Efg; 50
Tuomas Jounson, Efq; 50 | GEORGE STEUART, Efg; o)
SamueL GaLroway, Efg; 5o | Joun Ross, Efg; 50
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