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Tue Troubles fubfifting between the King and Parliament, which like a
furious Inundation had over-run the Mother Country, could not fail to affect
her diftant Sons with the Agitation of the contending Waves ; whofe
violent and repeated Shocks were feverely felt in every Part of this. haplefs
Infant Colony. For tho’ Lord Ba/timore's Governors continued to a& under
his Commiffion, after the Province was firft reduced under the Dominion of
the Common Wealth * in June 165z, until the Government was wholly feized
into the Hands of the Proteffor on the ' 22° Fuly 1654, yet the Bickerings
were fmart and frequent till they came to an open Rupture, which ended not .
without Bloodthed, the two Parties coming to a decifive Engagement, in
which Governor Stone being worfted, was taken Prifoner, and by the Viors
condemned to be Shot : But the Sentence was not executed, by Reafon of the
Refufal of their own Soldiers to perform it ; to moft of whom, tho’ oppofite
in Party, Mr. Stonc had endeared himfelf by many A&s of -Benevolence and
impartial Juftice in the Exercife of his delegated Powers. His Execution
was therefore refpited to prevent a Mutiny among the Forces which had
vanquithed him, who from Enemies were now become his warmeft Advo-
cates ; and he continued a long Time under a ftrict and rigorous Confine-
ment. In this Situation Matters remained till -the 24* March 1652, when
the Government "was delivered by Olfver’s Commiffioners, upon certain Ar-
ticles previoufly fettled, intothe Hands of Jofiab Fendall, Efq; appointed his
Lordthip’s Lieutenant General here, by Commiffion dated the 18® November
1657. It is more than probable that many Records were loft or deftroyed in
this unfettled Period ; as, in Fa&®, few Entries of Public Tranfactions appear
on the Books during the fame. ' :

IN the Year 1689, the Government was again taken out of the Hands of
Lord Baltimore by the Convention; and in 1692 Mr. Cepley was appointed
Governor under their Majefties K. William and Q. Mary: So that a farther
Lofs may be fuppofed to have happened during the Troubles here, till their
Majefties Government was compleatly fettled. .

In the Removal of the Books and State Papers from S¢. Mary's to Anna-
polis, fome Récords were greatly damaged ; and fome Lofs alfo happened by

the Fire, which, in the Year 1704, deftroyed the Stadt- Houfe wherein they
were depofited. : .

It Lath been ufual, on every general Revifal of the Laws, to make out or
tranfcribe a Book of Laws for the Ufe of the Province ; which Book

c«c+Cfficis ; except fome Warrants, and fome Draughts of Mr. Hill’s Time, and fome few
“¢ other Papers of little Confequence; which he promifed to deliver me ere long.

.- ““ Teflor.  THomas HatrTon, Ser.”
- In Lord C&ciL1us’s Declaration to both Houfes of Affembly, dated the 26 Auguft 1651,
his Lorithip having obferved that in the late Rebellion in 1644, moft of the Records of
the Province being then loft or embezzled, no Enrolment remained of divers Patents of
Lands formerly Erantcd by him, which might hercafter prove very prejudicial, €. not onl
to his Lordfhip, but alfo to the Patentees and caufe many Suits and Controverfies in cafe the
Patents thould by any Accident be loft, gives Orders for the bringing in and Enrolment of all
fuch Patents in the Secretary’s Office, the Records whereof had been fo loft or embezzled.
Thus, by the provident Care of his Lordfhip, was private Property fecured to the Inhabitants -
by a Renewal of the Records relating thereto; but the Lofs of the Public was irreparable.

¢ The Commiffion from the Council of State for the Common Wealth of England, and their Inftruc-

tions to Richard Bennet, Edmond Curtis, and William Cleyborne, whom they appointed their

Commiffioners for reducing, [atling, and governing of all the Plantations within the Bay of Chefa-

peak, bear Date at Whitehall, the 26% September 1651. In Conlequence whergof, the faid

Commiffioners publifhed feveral Orders relating thereto on the 29 of March' and 28% of
ne 1652, which fill remain upon Record.

* On which Day the aforementioned Richard Bennct and I¥illiam Clegbsrne iflued their Com-
miffion to Capt. #illiam Fuller, Mr. Richard Prefton, Mr. William Durand, Mr. Edward Lloyd,
CaptiV?olm Smith, Mr. Leonard Strong, Mr. Fobn Lawfon, Mr. Fobn Hatch, Mr. Richard Wells,

and Mr. Ricbard Ewen, or any Four of them, whereof Capt. Fuller, Mr. Prefton, or Mr.

Durand to be always One, to be Commiflioners for the well ordering, dire@ing, and govern-

ing the Affairs of Maryland, under his Highnefs the Lord Protefior, &c. and Mr. Durand to

be Secretary. In Purfuance whereof, the faid Bennet and Cleyborne iffued their Order of the
fame Date to Mr. Thomas Hatton the late Secretary, to deliver up the Records of the Province

and all Papers relating to the fame, unto Mr. /#illiam Durand, or whom he fhould appoint to
receive them.
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