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Lr theve s a Scheme on foot for Uniting the Kingdsms of
GreaT-Brivatx and IRELAND, awe apprebend the foilion-
ing Propofuls for that Purpsfe, lately puo.yb’d in ENGLAND,
and avell agiroved of iy many, il not be unaceeptable to our
Readers, in this, and a fubfiquint Gazette,

A PROPOSAL for U.riting the Kixcpoms of
GreaT-BriTain and Ixeraso,

<y HE firft Principle of all Schemes offered to the
Puablic is their general Uniity. This alone thould
cla'm a candid ard impariia’, if not 2 favourable
" Attention.  Upon tnis Principle let the follow-
ing Scheme be tried; ror does the Perfon, who
propofes it, with it may fucceed on ary cther. He truly thicks,
end hopes he fhall be able to p.ove. that it wiil produce to
bo:h Nations many more and greater Acvartages, than either
can enjoy until they fhall be un.ted. But betore he attempis
to erumerate thefe Advantages, it may be neceflary to give a
clear and certain Idea of the L nion ke propofes.

He does not, therefcre, mean a .ceceral nu partial Union,
bat a complete and pertect Incorjoratior f tne two King-
doms, infeparably and perpe:wuiy unitco; formed into one
Government, undcr the iame King, and tre fame Laws ; re-
prefentea by the fame Parliament ; erjoy:rg the fame Privileges
and Immunities ; confined by the fsme Kefiii¢tions, Prohibiii
ens and Regulations in Trade; having the :ame Aliiances, the
fame Enemies; and paying an’equal Prororidon of Taxes,
Cuftems, Excife, both in Peace and War, that in all Inttarces
thcy may become one People in Affcétion, as well as Inie-efl.
Ard however urequal Grear- Britain ana Ire'and veally are, or
may be fuppofed to be, in cvery Circumfiarce of Wealih,
Power and Commerce, they may be joned, through il their
Parts, in one great Whole, by a farr Scai€ of Equivalents and
Proportions ; as two Merchants, of very uncqual Property and
difproportioned Debts, may enter into Partrerfh-p of Prefit
acd Lofs in Trade. Pernaps, among all the. Works of Na.
ture, there rever were two Bedies perfectly equal in Bulk,
Weight and’Figure ; certainly never among the Works of Art,
as all politica) Bodies are. But that Bodics moft unequal may,
with mutual Advantage, be united, there are numberlefs Ia-
ftances, both in Nature and Art. '

Let us now endeavour to prnve, that by the Union we pro-
pofe, a new national Interet may be foim:.d, produdtive to
both Nations of more numerous and greater Benefiss, than ei-
ther of them can {eparately erjoy.

The principal Objeéts of the Attention of Great- Britain are
the Proteftant Religion in general; her own prefent Eftablith.
ment, Ecclefiaftical and Civil," and the Prefirvation of that Ba-
larce 6f Power-among the Naions ot Europe, which can alone
maintain theie common- Liberty. Let us now confider, what
Advantages fhe ¢an propofe to herfelf with regard to the firft
of thefe, the Proteftant Religion, by her Union with /refand,

The prefent Inhabitants of that Ifland are computed at fome-
Wwhat'lefs than two Millions ; but were it cultivated, as it cer-
tainly would be under the Influence of an Union, it would be
tapable of maiotaining at leaft fix Millions; and confequently,
according to the political Maxim, That Number of Inhabitants
are the Wealthof a Nation, it would become three Times
richer than it is at Prefent. “This Maxim, it is confeffed,-like
another among the Learncd, who teil us, That a Number of
Words are the Riches of a Language, muft be; underftood in a
reftrained Secfe, It muft neceffarily mean, that thefe Inbabi-
tants are honeft, frugal and indafttious; for.a Number of idle,

s

exiravagant, difhonel People is the Riinof a Counuy, s a
Numier of Words, 1f not expreflive, harmonious and precite,
rather opprefs a Language with a Seperfluity of Suunds, than
errich it with Abuodance and Varrety. .

But we are told, that the [rih Natives, who are a great
Mojority of the preient Inhabitauts, are an idle, lazy Gerera-
tion; fo perverfely, obftinately idle, that the Encouragemerts
of an "inion and the Examples of Indufltry zmong the Fo.
reigners, who might feule in the Ccuntry, would te joft upen
them. The Charge of Idlencels is acknowl.ged, but we can-
not acknowlege that it 1s ablolutely, like feme national Direa-
fes, incurable. i ) :

No People are by Nature either idlc or irduflrious beyond
the Neceffities of Life.  What we call Conveniencies {genefal-
ly a larger Term for Luxury) add a new Sgirit to Labour, and
encourage us t0' bear the Fatigue, that enabdles us to purchafe ~
them. The Hollanders, cppruied and e-flived by the Spani/é
Tyranny, had litle of thac Spirit of Incullry, which hath
firce made them the moft pawerful Republic in-the World,
But without relying upon Examples, we may venture to sflert,
as a Maxim founced in human Nature, that Men will never
work for Man, if he docs not fied his own, proger Advantsge
by his Labonar. ,

If this Reafoning appear jult, et us asp'y it to the prefent
State of freland. A very large Proportion of the Lands there
is let from Year to Year, or rather is held at the Will and
Pleafure of the Landlord : If he will rot take the ‘Troublc of
Jetting his Eftate in liztle Parcels himfelf, which howeveris of-
ten dore, he gets what is called a fubftantial Farmer, who’
venturoufly takes five or fix hurndred Acres. ‘I lhefc are 00
wany for his little Stock to manure, to plow, or to graze.
He therefore divides them, ard lets fome of them' to poor Cot-
tagers, Thus the Landlord rcceives Ii's Rent, the IFarmer gers
a moderate Subfittence, the Farm, in general, is uecaltivated,
and the poor Cottager is opprefied. He ufually pays thirty
Shillings a Year for his Houfe of Clay, wi:h a Garder, fo it ig
called, for his Cabbages and Potatoes, his only Focd; and in
Proportion for a little Land to graze a Cow, or perhaps half a
dozen Sheep. 'Fhe Rent of his wretched Tenement he pays
in Labour, at five or fix Pence a Day, while his only Security
for the next Year’s Pofleflion, is not to improve his miferable
Farm, or feem to grow rich in the Cleanlinefs, or Cloathing,
or Food of his Family. If Providence hath not created fome
Nations to_Slavery, and the very Suppofition is Impiety, fure-
ly no People will labour upon fuch Terms. Will not human
Natare refent thch Treaument? It were a very contemptible
Being, if it did not. : )

However, from this Manner of =&irg, there are, gereally
fpeaking, but 4wo Ranks of Peop'e in /ie/end, the very Rich
and the very Poor. From hence the two Extremes, perhaps
not to be found in any other Country, of Luxury and Poverty.
But when the Union fhall increate the Number of Inhabitams,
the Landlord will not be under a Neceflity of leuwing a gteater
Number of Acres, than the Farmer is able to cuitivate.  When
be fhall find it his Intereft to grant longer Leafes; when the
poor Natives fhall be reftored to the nataral Right of buman
kind, a Property in (heir own Labour, if there be not fome

hyfical Caufes of Idlenefs in their Climate, they will furely
gecomc as ipdoftrious, as their Neighbours of Great Britain, -

‘As the Besefits of Trade will probably. encourage toreigners
to fettle in Ireland, fo Merchants and Manufatturers, being Pro-
teftante, fhould be invited by a general Naturalization. The
Popifh Intereft there would theri'become irconfidersble, and

Ireland would in a few Years be a Prowcfiant Nation, When
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