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Fromthe GEnTLEMAN's Macazing for February, 1751,

Extraft of a Letter fint to Corenhagen, y a Danith Miffionary
B 4 Tranquebar, in the Balt Indies, «vith an Account of the
Funeral Solemnities of an Indian King, .
=~ HIS Prince, who was 80 Years old, dying, his
Wives and Concubines, in Number 47, were,
according to this Cuitom of the Country, to be
burnt on his Funeral Pile. In order to this, they
dug without the Walls of the Impenal Cuy, a
B 1:rze Pit, which they filled with Wood, ranged and piled up,
8] . :or 2 Bonfire. The Corpfe of the deceafed, richly habited
snd acorned, was brought forlh%\{great Pomp, and laid on the
Pile; after which the Bramins (Heathen Priefls) kindled the
B Fi-c with Abundance of fuperflitious Ceremonies. The Wives
B8] 20¢ Concabines of the Deceafed, finely deck'd with Jewels, and
<55 adoroed with Flowers, wa.ked feveral Tifes round the Fune-
8 121 Pile. The favourite Wife, or Concubine, carried the Po-
oo, A riad of the defucé Prince, which fhe delivered up to the Suc-
o BB celior, and madea fhort Speech, exhorting him to ufe it with
8 Moceraton, fo s never to letit light on any bat the Guilty.
(W Then fhe boldly turnsd her Face towards the Pile, and, aker
I icicking her Gods, leaped into the midft of the Flames. The
8 Scecond was e Sifter of a Prince, ramed Tadamen, whbo was
prefent at thefe horrid Rites.. She gave him the Jewels which
M i wore, and the Prince in réceiving them, embraced her moft
"} B tenderly, and poured out a Flood of Tears; but the Princefs,
vl githow betaying the lealt Concern, looked alternately, witha
bl £e0dy Cocntenance, on the Pile, and on -the SpeQators, and
379 crying With aloud Voice, Chiva ! Chiwal which is the Name
3l of one of her Gods, The jumpeéd as refolately in the Flames as
t fhe firft did. ‘The others followed her clofé. Some of them
therfl appeared refoluce encugh, but others looked wild and dejeéted ;
"B cccin particular beirg more difmiyjed than her Comipanions,
Q8 ran to embrace one of the Spe&ators who was a Chriftian, pray-
Sl i him to fave her ; but this was not inhis Power todo, and the
* S poor Wretch was tumbled headlong into thie Fire. However
hircdl intrepid moft of thefe unhappy Vi&tims appeared jumping into
“olll the Pit, they ‘hriek’d bideoufly amidft the Flames, tumbling one
'3 over another, flriving to reach the Edge of the Pit; but they were
Y9 kept 1n, by throwirig Heaps of Billets and Faggots upon them,
L9 2y well to knock them on the Flead, as to encreafe the Fire.
When they were confumed, the Bramins drew near the yet
fl imozking: Pile, and performed Abundance of ridiculous Cere-
mocies over the Athes ¢f the poor Wretches, The next Day
. Ly gathered op the Bones, and having wrapt them up in fine
. Linnen, and carried them to a Place near the Hle of Ramefuren,
* B ¥here they caft them into the Séa.  After this, the Pit was il-
» led up, and a Teiple fince ere@ted 6n the Spot, where Sacri.
fices are offer’d up, in honour of the Princeand his Wives,
wto, from henceforth aré number'd among the Saints, or God-
es, . .
 This dreadful Story, whicl, forely, no bdman’ B&
ing can read withont Pity, .and no Chriftfan without lndigna®
tion, is a firiking InRance of the horrid EffeCts of Superftition, and
the Foree of Enthufiafm. However, it does not appear that
4bis Indiay Cuftam is a religious Ceremony, but foiinded -upon
a frong Perfuafion of the Immortality of the Soul, and intended
10 accamodate the deceaféd Hufbiand with the Company of his
Wives into the other World. ,How this €uftom was firft efla-
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which it is continned, are afligned by M. Foltaire, to the In.
Juence of the Priefls, to whom all the Jewels and valuable Or-
Bameass of the uphappy- Vidtims belong, a3 a Perquifice,

Containing the frefkeft Advices, Foreign and Domefiic.

tion, that we dare not lift up‘our X nt
has determined to chatife the Dutch 5 'but without publicly fay
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biifhed, perhaps is not to be difcovered ; bit the Motives from’
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HAMBURGH, April1;.

ETTERS from Armenian Merchants in Perfia to their
Correfpondent in Poland, are full of the difmal Carfequen-
ces of the Confufions which  have over.run that Kingdom.
The opulent and fplendid City of Ifpahan is reduced to an in=
expreflible Defolation, the Palaces _all,‘qnfaxk d_or burnt, Ths
fately Edificés with which the great’Schih AbYas had embelifh-
ed this Capital, have been utterly fpoiled and disfigured by the
Savage Soldiery. Schah Dcub, ove of the Competitors, who
bad prevailed with his. Army to fpare Ifchargrab, anold teat of
Schah Noub, his Adverfary, in an Interval of Superiority,
gave it up ta the Licentioufnefs of-his Soldiers. The Arts 4
ciences of Peace are at a ftand ; nor is any Trade exercifed " sue
fuchas furnith the Neceflaries of War, or minifter to thy Lux-
ury of Camps. The Soldicr lords it over the Citizen,’ nd fo
inhuman are the Maxims of Policy, that the other Aﬁag :Pow-
ers, inflead of meditating to end our Miferies, exultat t\ 2 Feuds
of a once redoubted Empire. - -

Penice, March 26. An Augmentation of our Ma{ time For-
ces will certainly take Place, that we may be able:~dend to Seaa
formidable Squadron ; for, from the Motions™ of the T'urks,
‘us expeted that fome Enterprize is meditating, notwithftand-
ing the repeated Affurances of the Quomae lurte to maintain @
good Intelligence with all tte Powers of Chriftendom.

Warfaw, March 27. We have now received a &lear Ac-
count of the Motions of the Turks at Choczam. The Janiza-
ries, it feems, are extremely dicontented, parily from a Sup-
pofition that the Court does not mean them exceedingly weﬁ.
and next, becaufe they are but. indifferently paid; waich to-
gether, induced. them to mutiny, The firft Exploit was,
throwing their Aga into,a Town Ditch, and the next to feize
upon the Perfon of the Bafhaw, but he had the good Fortung to
getinto the Citadel, where he is in a Condition to defend him-
felf ; they then plundered the Town :nd the acjacent Villages,
and afterwards inclin’d to have attacked our Frontiers; but as
we did not at fisft know what the Meaping was of tuis Buftle 4t
Choczam, a2 confiderable Body of Trdops had been ordered b
the Crown General that Way, which faved the-Couniry, asthe
Janizaries were bent not on fighting, but thieving, Their Aga
was fo lucky as to get out of the Town. Ditch, 3nd got fafe to
Conftantinople. What Refolution the Porte will take concerns,
ing this Mutinry, is not yet known. L

An Extract of a Letter from the Hague, dated #23. 28.

We flattered ourfelves here, that the Affair of the Tariff with
France was going o be determined; but fo far it'is from bei&g
fo, that the moft Chriltian King has jaft now xiot only eftablifi-
ed the Duty of o Sols per Ton upon our Shipping, but by
charging thém much ntore than-they cakry, it is;madc to a-
mount to near five Florins, His Majefty bas allo_eftdblithed 3
Duty of Twenty gx Cent, dpon the Merchandize df the Le<
vant. Thisis a Stro

upon England for' the Steps which are takiag‘ id the Empire 3
he therefore difcharges his Wrath upon’ the' Republic for takiog.
Part with the King of Great Britain in_thé Treaties with Cox
,- Bavaria and Saxony ;' and oi!_; c‘:zﬂ‘ni}s are in'fich a Situz+

3

Paris A-la-thain, April §. Yelterday being Holy Thur{day,
the King wathed the Keet of twelve poor Men, dnd his Majefty.
waited upon them at Table., The Difhies were carsied in by,
the Dauphia and tHe ovher Princes of the Blood, " The Queen

Poped
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) , ke more than is neceffary for suining our
Comtiéree with Frances His Majefty cannot révenge himfélf:

It is evident Francet .
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