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o guid faifi dicere audeat, ne quid veri dicere non audeat.
Taycyp,
i Mr. Greex,

HAT grave and moral Writer Thacydides advifes
never 1o have the Courage to advance a Fa/food,
yet az the fame Time to have Courage enough to
affert any Trurh, We have an Engiifh Proverb,
wheeh teems, at fieft Sighr, to contradidt this; wiz.
wi Trath sughe xt to be (poke at all Times; bat I ihirk they
o jutt, and may be eafily reconciled, if the former be
“slotzc 1poken of Matters that coccern the Pablic, and the
| 2 7, taken as 2 prudent Maxim, fit to be obferved in private
&1 Thais D:ftinion, which wiil be found to have it's Foun-
::n in Reaton, ought o be confider'd, by th9fc who charge
% frechslder with having been too fevere: The Truth, Juf
-grfand Exadtnes of his Painting, none have denied ; every
Jknew his Neighbour’s Picture as w- 1! as his own ; it feems
- Bgetwere all drawn fo much to the Lite, that there was no Oe-
eh for writing the Names at the Bottom.  T'he only Quefhi-
% tlenis, Whether it was neceflary for the public Good, :0 lay
certain Unaracters in their :rue Colours, 0 prevent the
#le’s being 1mpoled upon by fuch for tne ‘uture? The Wri-
¢f thete Lett-rs conceiv'd it was ; neicher has he advanced a
¢t Step further than this Necefity feem’d to require.  Truth
3} always to be the Standard, and public Ut:lity the Boun-
7 of ali pointed Reprefentations ; wh'le thefe Rules are ob.
%], there can be no jult Room for Cenfure: If they are
yge] through, the Author will be chargeable with Falthood,
§itivate Picque, accord n% to his Offence. Lot this be the
Az of judging be:wixt the Freeholder ard the Writer that fub-
o mmlelf o Native of Haryland, making fome fmall Al-
¢e for human Frailty, where a great deal of Provacation
Weo receved.  If none but Knaves, Sharpers, Incendiarios,
Rl of defterate Fortunes, or Feols drove on by fuch,. are
od in Oppofition to the Meatures he undertakes to vindi-
of they are nothing but a Parcel of Mobbers, with a s
a: their Head, as has been ftrongly infinuated, then this
- has been guilty of neither Falthood nor Scurrility.  And
Frecholders Chara&ters be equally chymerical and
if, out of & furiows Party Spiri¢, he has traduced and
iated, and endeavoured to ftir up the People 10 civi/
B cd Bliedfbed, let his Behaviour be jultly branded with
1 farvage, cruel, and frandalous ; if he, or any of thefs
L the émc Side of the Queftion, have been guilty of a
a1 AoMis1sTRATION o JusTice to forward their
. or to promote their own awaricious Fiewvs, then let the
d+ be accounted another Mr. Appisow, agreeable to his
# aralicl; let his Party be accounted the srve Freinds of
R 7, 2rd their Opponents, the reflefs and ambitiolu.f"a(?im.
N o the contrary, if all thefe Infinuations haye their Foun-
i in down.right Falfhood and Defsmation, it is but reafon-
-¢ 3adcle fhould be laid upon the righ: Horfe's Back:
"er, [ am extremely glad that the Marnagement of the
¢ Side of the Queftion is undertaken, becaufe, by this
the Public will have an Opportuniy of examining the
ents of both Sides; for I defire nothing more than that
may appear, whergver it lies: So, without further Pre-
remme my Subjed.
VING, in former Letters, endeavoured to prove, that
Peacer as is contended for in County Courts s inconfift-
1h the hereditary Rights of Britifb Subjects, fecured to
7the Britifs Cenflitution ; I proceed now to what | pro-
1 my laft, which was, to explain the 42 of Afembly
whence this Power is c.aim'd ; and, in doing this, 1 hepe
be able te fatisfy every unprejudiced and fenfible Man,
b2 Legiflature; meither in this A&, nor in any other, bath
d the leat Groands to:imagine’ that they cver intended
¢ an unlimited Power of taxing the People in County
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I SHALL begin with obferving, that County Juftices in
England have but v:ry lile Power of levying upon the People
ledg’d in them, and even that little is put under the firicteft Re-
gulations and Reftraints.  The principal Power of this Sort is
given by the 43d Statute of Queen Elizaberh, where s Provi-
fion is made for the Poor; and there the Juitices are Limited to
a certain Sum : They thail not affefs any Parith above Sixpence
per Poll, and ore Parith confider'd with another not above
‘Twopence, through the whole County, Befides this, the fame
A& that gives them a Power to raite this Moeney, appropriates
it. . The Wifdem and Prudence, as well as the Reafgn, of this
Procecding mult be evident to every Man, who has duly con'i-
der’d our Confiitutier, and the many dangerous Confequences
that might arterd any confiderable Share of Power over the
Purfes of the People being lodg’d in any Set of Men appointed
by the Government. It is with Pleafure I have remark’'d tha
fame cautious Proceeding in feveral of our Aéts of Aflembly; as
in that For the Efablifnment of Religizus Worfbip, &c. in Page
21, of the Body of Laws; there the Juftices are impowered to
aflefs for the Reparation of Churches, ¢se. but they cannot do
this, unlefs the /¢ffry makes Application ; and even then they
are limited to ten Pounds of Tobacco per Poll, through the Pa-
sifh.  Their Care of the People's Money went yet fgurther, to
prevent any Jobbing or Mijappiication of this public Revenuo
without Redrefs, the fame Law intitles every Parifhioner to a
Sight of the Regifter AcZdunts; and if he thinks himfelf or the
Body of the Pardh injur'd, there lies an Appeal to the Gover-
nor and Coancil. - It would be tedious to run throngh every
A& of Affembly which might be cited to this Purpofe, it wil?
be fufficient to affert in general, that wherever the Legiflature
has given Courts a Power to raife or difpofe of the People’s
Money, they have for the moft part /imited them to 2 Sum, and
always exprefsly appropriated it; the Allowancos to Grand Ja-
ries, Petit Juries, -Witneffes, Provincial and County Juftices,
are all plain Inftances of it: But when thofe of the oppofita -
Side of the Queftion are prefs'd with Arguments of this Sert,
they reply, that it is very true, County Courts are limited in
many particular Inflances, but by the exprefs Words of the A&
in Difpute, they are ieft at large in every Thing elfe. Not fo
much at large neitier, as they may perhaps imagine ; however
as they are limited to 0 Sum, nor tied down to any Appropria-
tion of what may be raifed, by the Power given &y this Law, 1
fhall grant it is an Exception from the gereral Method obferved
by the Legfllature; ard I thall endeavour to accoent for, and
fhew the true Defign of it prefently. In the mean time, I muft
beg Leave to propofe a few Queftions, which thofe againft whom
I am reafoning would do well to confider. For wiat End,
pray, were County Courts limited in thefe particular Inftances
Was it not to fecure the Property of the Sudje&, and prevent
Opprefion? But_how could this valuzble End be ob:ained,
by reltrifting the Fuflices in feveral Part.cuiars, whilft they are
left at Liberty to tax what they pleafe in every Thing elic?
Would it not be a_mere Farce, to reftrain County Courcs to
10 /6. Tabacco per Poll for parochial Charges, and leave them
at large to aflefs 10,000 /5. Tobacco per Poll, for whatever
they pleafe to call public Charges 7 For what avails it to -any
Man, to have hia Property weli guarded a< a Meméber of a Pa-
rifh, if it is left expofed as a Freeholder of a County? Were
thefe Gentlemen (o give themfelves Time coolly to weigh the
Importance of thefe Queftions, it might be of Service to lead
them a iittle into the Reafon of the Law; it might make th-m.
lefs pofitive and dogmatical in pronduncing a Law to be clear
and explict, in granting a Power direétly contradiftory to o
fundamental Part of the Brirfh Coxfiitution, ‘and contrary to
the Tenor and Scope of all Brit;/% Lawws whatever, whether Aa
of Parliament or A&s of Affembly. -

BU T it is now Time to confider the Words of the 4 ft-
felf; and firlt I fhall lay it down as a Maxim acknowléged by
Lawyers, that wnere the Words of any Law will admit of two
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