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re facred and equalin all ; thatas every one is sceonatable for .
sigsfelf, he fhall e allowed to realoa, judge and deerm o¢ for
1imlelf ; and as his chara&er for virtue or vica, religion orwre- -
‘g-on, depunds eatirely on bis own judgment, 3and bis cho ze,
24 not at all, on that of others, botn his fentimeats and cond :3,
0 maiteers thac purely relate to coafcience, and do net dire .y
aff -5t the fecarsy and welfare of focieties, thould be free and
ancentroald. A careful cxamination, and free cho.ce for our
religion, appears :o be the chief erd for which we were endacd
wi:n resion . ber if the great Creator defizr'd that the bulk of
maakind ihould fubait impliciddy £ a certain fet of cftablifti’d
opin 03, reafon, except ouly in tae compilers and condudtors of
tne padhiz fatn, muft be ina great mealuse impertimnt and afe-
lfs. Nay, itwoudld be a very abfurd and unruly ingredient i1
our compoRiea ; wwch, unlels it were weil difeiplin’d, and
kept unde; fe. cre command, would be ap: to rebel agamft autuo-
rity, to q:eftion its ceaiio s, and belicve noining but what was
iatelligible in i-fe.f, and had good evideuce 10 {upporc 1t. The
righ. 0 p-ivate judgment is niced an wnalieable rights Whicd
{5 dire@.y re’ul s froia our make, and is fo in‘eparabiy connedted .
with if, that tne 0. €300t be abrogated or 1nvaded, without
delroying or offering violence to the other. A man may alicoate
his janour, his eftate, 2ad {everal branches of nis property, and
give up hi> righ. in them to obers ; but he can't transter the
reghts of conferince, unlefs he could eFace nis moral and rational
foculies, and fubitituie anodhes to be judged for bim at the
r.sheeous tribural of God.

I§ all carifians were duly fenfible of the value of that inefti-
mable privilege which I am now pleading for; if chey made 2
proper ufe ofgnt, and were honex and dilig=nc in tne purfuit of
trazh ; if they proveeded in all their rel g.ous enquisies with caa-
dour aaJ imparia ity, axd were neither correpied by irreguiar
paflions, nor preventzc by prejudice, nor eflaved by educauon,
ror conirouled and awed by the-reitraints and terrors of human
authority, whether civil or ecclefiattical ; fach an ¢ponnefi and
ingenwity, fuch a cool, difinterefled, and free examnaton of the
grounds of religion, and the principies 3t contains, muit be at-
tended with emisent advantages 10 themfeives, to chnitiamty,
and mankind in genesal. If freedom of trought, and rational

- enquiry, univerfally prevail’d, men could not be fo eafily practis’d
upon by every infinual isg, crafty, or boid impottor ; but if dherr

- underftandings are brib’d or terrificd, and either of thefe ways

. brought to 2 tame a0d {ervile {ubmiffion to impsfed and poputar
opinions, 1o reweive impiicitly whatever the cnurch has fet her
famp upon, or has been tranimitted down by a felemn tradition
from their forefathers ; they muftof neceflity be excotzd to end-
lefs delufions, to the mo};iﬁufid, impiaus, aud burtjul fuperitition,
and may eafily bs cajoled o: righten'd out-of tacis fenies, and the
common principles cf humanits.

Another great ae of allowmng the people to judge for them-

" felves, both of the proofs of curitianity, and tne nature of 3’8
do&rines, is this, that they will of courie be more firmiy eflta-
bifh'd in the beliel of it ; whereas an imylicic faith, or the be-

licviaf what we doo't undeiftind, we know not way, muft be
foon baffied and untinged, and naturally tenJs to fe pticifim and igf-
delity.

Ag;:d now, if the right of every man to determine, by bisown
reafon, what {cheme of religion is moit worthy ot 6od, and moit
acceptable to him, be notonly attended wich moit figal advan-
tages, bat natural and abfolutely unalienable ; & follows, that no
conflitutions and rales of civil foziety can be jaft, that are ncon-
fiftent with this right ; nay farther, that no true divine revelation
«an either wholly defiroy, or reffrain and /imit the exercife of it.
So that if chriftianity had reaily abridg'd that freedcm of en-
quiry about religious principles, which cannat be dcnied to any
man, without fuppofing that he is neitber an inteliigent nor an

. aecountable being  this would have been fuca a ttrong intrinfic
mark of impofture, as the plea of miracles could hardiy have
counterba’anc'd.

But if the direft reverfe of this be the truth, if the gofpel
frankly recommends to men the ufe and improvement of their
zational faculties if itinvites 10 asd encourages the fri@eft
and moff eritical enquiries, and fubmits its pretenfions to the feg?

ra seafon; if-we find in the facred records of

. our religion, the firft chriftians commended for difcovering a

. soblenefs and ingemuity of temper, becaufe they fearch'd the
feriptares, and fuch apoftolical exhortations as the e fiequently
inculcated, to be men in underflanding, 0 prove all things, ¢
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the pirits, awbether they are of God, and judge for ousfelves,
avbat is right,” And if the great God himfelf has appeafed t©
human reaion, which is fa much difgrac’d and vilified, asto the
eaquiry of his proceedings, and the general rules by which he .

governs the moral world: Wkat = we think of

who, pre:ending to be 2mbafiadors tiom heavc‘{:n;{ 0'3;,,‘:5’.’
interprasers of the Divire will, would jain pcr{naé.' ch,mnnf"f
t iefe latter umes, tp rengunce their chciﬁg;nhin‘g{‘ in ozd 2B
be Revgious, and tobe Biind and indcient, that mty'mzy:ﬁg,]n
perceive the puse tight of the goipel. Eiiaae)
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Head Quarters at Rychel, Stptimber 14, i 4
HE French regimeot ¢! Osleans diagoons, that v pot :
ed on the Meebe, between Liege aud Huy, ras bccnp:“ %
p-ized by general "1 ripps, and almoft intirery mgﬁ'a_ “Fhis -
cii-nt fo aiarmed the eacmy, tha: they imimed.ately mm;:.
bod/ ot 10,000 men te oppofe vur pafficg the myer, as u(‘ %
imagined we were goirg 1o Cos We have receiveda :umru’ 2
m .t of three of his majefty’s El¢to al battaitons ; and the o.
t or 1wo wil arrive th.s Week, as we'l as 2200 Autirian M
{ nees, who have been returned rhis Day by thie French, Flg
Daris, Sopteniber 11 Vv ¢ have iately had a geod deal of i3 =
news icre, whicii huwever is coucealed as much as pofibe '
Taere wa: an infnsreflion on tie 27th at Lyoas, oc.afionec o |8
th- dearnch of breac ; which is faid to kave been fu’~pnC’° &
b.fore it came 10 any heigar, but thut is a lutle uncexm;. 0:
t1e o-her nand, 2 moit dangerous conipiracy La beea dj;mm', s £0
ed a- Rocneile, for betraying ti.at imyortant foit to the Eeglhy; 2 A
upon which grest rumbers cf pe:fous, and fome of ditinaiy. |5 | 0
have been a, prenerded, aud it is f2id will be feverely puuﬁ: 3 ]
In o, the monifters trat reman here appear fiangely P: *] we
p zxed ; and the report of his Catholic mzjefiy®s having concz. 1 the
d.da {epaiate peace cbiains more and more, potwitkftanciy [% |
tae dedlarations mage to the contrary. : J 5
Hague, dtptember 14. We have juft reccived certain advic E:
that major Coligron, of Fraogipani's regimert, at the bead ¢ |5 '
100 Basatizn Hullars, baving paficd the Netne at Walhar, |3 | ¢
a vanced to Willebrook upon the Demer, and there deﬂ.mye:: Tl m
barnr, or funk, five vesiels iaden with all forts of seceffaries fu 1| b
t.e troops under cosnt Lowendahl, fuch as fhirts, flockirg: |- tie
fhoss, covedets, &7c. Trey alfo very much damaged the ﬂ? G| W
c.s that are there, and endeavaar'd to fet fire to a powderm. T,
g inc: Butthe major having notice that the enemy had dead. [~ 1 8
ed vome regiment: 0 furround him, hc vwas obliged to quitts !
laft enterprize, and happily retired by the fame way ke o |3 Ca
vanced., ;| O
Extra8 of a Lestir from a Duteh Masrefs, of the Garrifisy & dig
Bergen-op mecra, 1o bis Hife ot Retterdam ; dated by |3 of
Scptember 16, Ten o* Clock at Night. - R
« A% foon as tuis comes to hand, 1 would have you pkoiE He
21l our Little efic@is, and fend them away to Amfterdam, waly P
even I fhali ha:dly believe them fafe from the Freach Grafy 5 nex
aiter what hus happened to s this morning. In fhort, my da, Jear
Bergen is loft, and loit mof unaccountably, =s if the g ?d

owed us a {pite for our long defemce againft his countryra,
and would make us lcfe in two hours time all the hocou st
had gaited in a fiege of niae weeks, Weall went to bel
hign {pirits and fecure laft night, but had {uch a breakfaf in&t
morning as I fhall mever forget. Hearing the alarm bess |
pp'd my head ont of the window, and was immediateir’
luted with a volley of bullets from the market place, whetl
faw near 4000 of the encmy advancing with ail thefuypd
d——TIs, 2nd fo faft, that 1 had hardly time to get orer &
tiles into the back fireet; where I joined our mer, who o=
as good a defence as poflible under their circumftacces, b
to no purfofe. We were driven out of the town with -
gious flacghter, and about 400 of as have reach'd this piz!
Others arc centinually coming in, by whom I learn the W
of the gasrifon have taken the road to Steenberges, ¥t
ther we are f.eparing to follow. Pra fend me Jome Loy
and other necehiaries ; for I have not ived one rag, buivid

was on my back.”
. ONDON.
Septembar 10. Several men of war of 39 gars” afe cried
to be built upon a now model, and are to be rowed.
. September 11, On Friday the following men’ of war
from Plymouth to ;heWeftward, under rear admiral Chachai
wiz. Princefs Louita, Notéingham, Defiance, Tilbwry, £t
Romney, Oxford, Dover, and the Specdwell floop. | .
. September 12, General Tripps, with 2 body of 300028

1]

having fuddenly pafica the Maefe, forced the Frenth 4
routed a regiment of dragoons, and the Graffing fet fre @
the magaaines at Chokicr, carricd off above 4o prilonen,

a ftandard and 100 hosles, avd returned v(gxhon;’lo;‘s. o




