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T A S
Frem a lite gullic Pager,
On the tad Cownsiquenczs of GAMING,

Sic ne perdiderit nzn ¢ ffat perd re lufor. Ovis,
futhtis CERTAIN author, fpeakirg of play, tells us,
& , % that in his opinion the devil inve red cards, in o.der
& e to incemnify himfcif for the .ofs of Pagan.fm. Oa
¢ them, {ys he, we fee kings, qucers, and knaves
painted, which {apgly the 'places of unagesia the oid
timee, and keep peupte i1 as fatal, and almott as foo'ith an
idclatry as ever was pralifed in the darkeit days of Heatnenifm.
Then, continues he, they worfhippza their fan attic deities with
foud pritimes and tdle games, which is what taey cuntinue to do
Tow, fi .ce, without firain-rg matters much, every d ff.rent fort
'of gune muy be- coaliderea i this light.  In thefe kind of
: “foolzcies, the Paga.s w.fted their time, cor:iuped thexr min-
- 'rers, aniconfumeu their wealth 3 which is exactly the mistor-
tuse of our miodarn gameltars 5 they throw awey toeir precious
mom:nts in tas riwiceions cxercife, make it the fource of the
mott racking and ‘uaea’y paflivas, aud are otten by its coufe-
guences, reuued to'beg ary anu delpair.

play was invented vy the Lydruns 5 and he afligns for chisa very
JeniKa lecaale. ‘Trey w.re citreffed by a 1ong ard grievous
Jemine, whichleft thom very lule 0 eat, and notuing to do.

Ao this fi.uaiion, they iavent d al .os »f games ior amuafement,

! THE fatrer f Greek hitory, Herodstus, informs us, that

' ithat they m:ght have fomething to exerc.{e theis thoughts, and

. Linder tnem flom ferlag tae levere pangs of hunger. After
stwelve year fpeat in tais melancholly maauer, their king fent a
tolony of ais {ubjetts into Jtaly, wio fixed themielves 1n Tuft
eany, and from them the knowl-ge of pluy was derived to the
smans 3 from who.n {ome th.nK it came 0 us.; but otnhers,
~-aore jealou- of the honour of th:i- country; affirm, that we
- vere gamelters lo g'b fere, aud that Brennus b-ougn: this branch
= [ polite {terature directly from Greece, when he made bis fa-
;> 204s exp.d tion thithes azthe head of the Guuls.

® FOR my part, I thould value myfeif much more on being
k: v'e to predizt the Time ia waich it will be forgot, than on
@ xing exallly the date when itcamein; for, without que-
& ion, it is become at prefeat, ro: 0)ly a reigning vice, bata
# - litical evil ; it affe@s us not only in our morals, but in our
f rcamfinces; for, taking t.e t'me confumed in it, and tne
B rong turn 0. mind it gives to all its voraries, [ dare fay, it may
B < juilly contiered as o..e of the principal caufis of thofe mi:for-
? nes of which we complain at prefent, I fay nothing of the
s of money, becaufe [ wouid no: put it in the power of any
itfing tha-per, to rem-rk, that by play in general, there
p 0 be nothing either ioft or won. He would perhaps tell you,
03 this fubj'&t, that play, like a Rrong wind, agitates the
F -1fi ‘of oui’wealth, drives it now on” onc fhore and then on
i - :other, but {till without lefleniag the quantity ; which is true,
g Utthen it is Of greac importance to the nation; upon what
§ - ore it is driven,  If, initead of vifiting the coafts of induftry
g od commerce, it can'be turned into the ports of idlenefs and
f  xury; the confequeace will be in a fhort time fatal to, the quan-
"ty of our wealtn, tho' piajing, fei@tly {peaking, be not the

B m:diate caufe of it. : S

‘THERE are'sfet of people in the world, who, as in other
“~{peff, fo in this, pretend to plead privilege ; and, if you cen-

i o gaming béfore.them, te!l you gravely; thatit is indeed fcan-
~Uoasin any but perfons of Quality: Put this into plain’ En-

N 5{5; and it will fland thuss Thebeg people in G. Britainhave

> dght o give the wWorlt example. ” What iy title? whatis
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Quality ? s it not a mark of eminence ? does it not pafs for
a kind of Royal ftamp, Which figuifies the worth.acd victug-of
hm who wears it ¢ If fo, tho! 1t_ever be pleadid as a privi-
lege for want of worth ? Forbid itheaven ! Let the Qaady of
G. Britain be the mott excellentin G. Britvin. *Llie samiiy of
Montmorency in France, were wont to vaiue themfelves on be-

iny the firft Noblcmen in Exrcpe, and the famois Conftable-of.

that name, did an aéuon, even at play, whica osght to perpetuate
kis memory. He was at an aflemby at Montpelicr,- where
there was very high pay at Befir. ‘A poor Gentleman -wi0
was behind, and {aw the Conftante put 3000 fiitoles upon” &
card, faid tof:ly to o- ¢ who was rear him, O awbut & fum'! it
awould make me ecfy fir life 1 It happened thac the Conflable
won ; when, turning quick -cpon the Gentleman who {'poke, 1
made that flake, Sir, (fays h¥) for you, ard gave him the whole
6ooo piftoles. This was t ¢ A of 2 man of Quality, and
fhewed that he played from caltom, not from p.ffion,” =

THERE are another fct of peop’e, who plead-the large
fortunes they'erjoy, in bar 10 any impeachment of thi kiod 3
but a lirtle corfideration is fufficient 10 f(hew with -how 1mall
appearance of reafon. If fuch prrfons are in ary kicd of trade,

gaming is altoge:her urjutt:fiable, Ict them be ever fo opuiert, Tt -

15 repugnant to their courfe of hite, h:s a tendoncy t6 deftroy
credit, and, befides all this, in cafe urforeicen mi‘fortunes fhoutd
befal 2 man, this pradice will futje@ him to grievous-fufpicions,
even tho’ they fhould be aliogether gioundlels. But if they are
people abloluiely urcencerred in trade, and in circumflances
ever fo affluent, they have no more a right to crmmit this thin
any other folly. TIfthey perfift in it they canriot well exercife
authority in their family ; for, if a father indu!gés oneé vice, the
fon wiil think it, if not a reafor, an excufe at léaft, for indulg.
ing another; and fo will fervants, It is true, you may correet
both ; but whatthea? you will amend nei her 5 add tho’ you
fhould c::ange the latter ever fo often, you will at the fame tims
only change their faults ; your example will 2lways author:fo
one as well as the oiher. : k A

BUT there are many who icfift upon cuflom : Itiisthe fue .
Jhion ({ay they) to play at puslic places, and are*had or'gopd Ve .
And'better tog (f.y I) thanbein it : -
It was once well obferved 41 th 30111_&: P

dead as out of the ffbion,
if it is a bad ore v 3
Commbons, when cuftom was pleaded in excufe of abad dikha-ge
of a high office : ft is the cufforn (faid a great lawyer).'to 7o
upon Shootes's hl5 is it thrrford “lawfus 2 It ciftim‘and
fathion be on the file of gaming, good fenfe, ard the Taws of
the land, areagainft'it; and ought we to prefer the praice of
idle and umhiniing people, to-the fentiments of the wileflt; and
to the fetded judgment of the legiflature ! A bdd cuftont isnit
only a bad thing, butperhaps is the worft of @i 'thingi ; 20l
therefore it behoves every one, who.values ‘peace-6f mind or
public approbation, to oppofe his'exauiple againft every bad

cuftom ; i is impoffible to mefit the appellation of agod ﬂ;ag, -

if we ao bad things.
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HOW then are we to ‘piafs our fimé? ‘Wht'can we dg it -
public places 2 How fhall pebple amufe themf-1ves” when th;r{ )

are together ¢ [hefeare indeed queftionseafily dfkéd; andfo

twenty more. I will mention™:bat one : Is time gier w6

purely to get rid of it} If aa:MTbly is' compofed ‘of r &
fexes, properly qualified by education, ~can- théy *idd hotr:-g
better -0 do than’io lock on 4 42// whirling ‘fogdd,” ‘of Lvon
Bainted pieces of paper ? is not this-being chﬂdi—cdaﬁ-oy e
Is it not as idle, tho® not gnite fo innocent,"as midling &+ 5 -,

or bailding card boilfei 7" ouglit wé n&:-mbeaanm‘e%;rf whnas

forces us“upon fuch filly pretencés:? ‘orcan we iftag'~< thar owr
¢onduf® can be vi ,di‘cated'tdjth‘aw:rld,’“by'ﬂf'cth}ﬁg? % wouid

80t favons fram ' whipping af febeol 2
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