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The following very famous SP - E CH has been publithed
in the Londsn and Gentleman's Magaxines tor dApril pafl, as
weil s in fome o:her Brityd Papers ; but was there printeu in-
correly, which I iuppofe was occafiored by the Muclation it
fiffer’d, in paffing thiough the Hards ot Trauferibers wetore it
reach’d the Prefs in Lonacn : And happening 10 have a correct
Copy of it by me, | car ot wnink 1t anufs o ywe it my Reagdzrs,
not doubting it's favourabie Reception.

Tée S PE ECH of Mifi Polly Baker, b-fore a Court of Judica-
sure, at Conneéticut in New Eogland, avbere jhe awas prife.
cwted the fifth Time sur paving a Bapard Couid ; fu.-/;u/;. i
fiuencea the Ceurt 19 &fponfe awith her Puriforment, and inax-
ced cne of ber Judges 10 marry ber the rext Day.

- E,'.:'f;'j AY it pleafe the Honodrable Bench to indulge
?;ﬁ 5 me a few Words : I am a poor ushappy Wo-
G M o]

man; who have no Money to Fee Lawyurs to

i piead for me, being hard put to it to get a tole-
ﬁ 1able Living. 1 thall not wroubie your tHorours
with long Speechss ; for I ave not the prefump-
tion to expel, that you may, by any Means, be prevailea o
to deviate in your Seuteace from the Law, in my k".avo«.u. All
1 humbly hope is, that your Honovrs wou'd charitadly move
the Governor’s Goednefs on my Behaif, trat my Fine may Le
remitted, This is the Fifth Time, Genilemen, that | have
been dragg’d before your Courts on the fame Account; twice [
have paid beavy Fines, ard twice have teen broughtto pib
lic Pugifhmen:, for wast of Morey to pay thote Fines. "Ttus
may have been agrecable to the Law: ; | do rotci’pueit: But
fince Laws arc fometimes unrealot able in themfeiver, and there-
fore répealed ; and others bear tco Lard on the Su. ject n par-
ticular Circemflances ; and therefoie there i- leit a Power lome-
where 1o dif) ente wiut. the Exceuzon of theiff; I take the Li-
berty to fay, tha: I think this Law, by which I am pumfhed,
is both unreafonabie in itieif, and parvcularly tevere with regaia
to me, who have always hve: an :pcfienfve Lifein the N?'gu-

" any) to fay I ever wrong’d Mar, Womar, or Ch.id.  Abftraéted
from the Law, I cannoi conceire (md[ it plesfe your Hoaour )
what the Nature of my Offence is. have brouyht tive tire
Children ipto the Wor.d, 2t the Rifque cf my Life : 1 have
maintained them well by my own Irduftry, wi.hout burchening
the Townthip, and could iave dore it beter, if it had rocbecn
for the heavy Charges and tines I nave pudx Canitbea
Crime (in the Nature of "Things I mean) to add to the Num-
ber of the King's Subj &s, in a rew LCount:y that reaily wanzs
People ? I own I fhoula think-it rather a Praile worny, than
a Punithable AQion. ‘1 have debauch’d no other Womuu's
Husband, nor inticed any tanocent Youth: ‘Fhe:e Thiags I ne.
ver was charged with ; tior has dny oce the Jealt caufe of Coni-

laint againft me, ublels, pirhaps e Minifter, or the Jultice,

tcadfe’T have bad Chilirén wichout being Married, by which
they have mifs’d a” Wedding Fee. But, con cven this be a
Pault of mine ? I appeal to your Honcurs. You are pleafed
to allew I don’t want Senfe; ‘but I muft pe ftupid to dire latt
Degree, not to prefer the honou:able State of Wedlock, to the
Condition T have lived i, 1 always was, and 1till am, willing
to enter into it; T doubt not my ‘Behaving wéll in'it, baving
all the Indoftry; Frugality, Feruli y, and Skill in Oeconomy,
E  appentaining to's good Wife’s Charaéter, [ defy any Perfon
§ 10 fay 1 ever Refufed an Offer of thac Sore : On the contrary,
I readily Confentéd o the only Propéfal of Marriage that ever
was made me, which was when [ was a Virgin ; but too cafily
confiding i’ the Peifon's Sincerity. that made 1t,. I unhappily
I6% my owh Honour, by trufting to his; for he got 4me with
Child, aund then forfook mc: | nat very Perfon ycu all know ;
he' is now become a Magiftrate .of this County ;.and T had
hogca Ne would have agpéared this Pay on the Bench, and have
eadeavqured (0 moderate the Court inmy Favour ; then ! thould
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have fcorn’d to kave mention’d it; bat I muft Complain of it

bourhood whero I was boin, and cefy my Enem.es (of L have
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sces, Foreign and. Domeflic.

as unjutl and unequal, that my Betrayer and Undois; the firlk %
Caufe of all my Faults and Miicarriages (if they muft be deem- '
ed fuch) fhou'd be advanced to Honour ana Power, n the fame
Government thet punithes my Misfortu: es with Stripes and In- i
famy. I fha!l be told, ’tis like, that were there ro A& of Af
teibly in the Lafe, the Precepts of Rehgron are violated by
my Ir-nigreflions, If mine, then, is a religious ¢ Feace, leave
it, “en'lemen, to religioss Punifhments.  You hzve already ex.
c.uded me from all the Comforis ot your Church Commuuion :
Is not that tufficient ¢ You believe I have offended Heaven, A
and muit fuffer aternal Fire: Will not that be fufficient } What
need 18 there, then, of your additional Fines and Whippings ? E
I owa, I do not think as yoa do; for, if 1 thuught, what you ;
cali a $in, wa. really fuci, I weud not prefumgtuoufly com-
mic it.  But now can 1t ve bel eved, that Heaven 1s angr. at
my having Childien, when, to. the licde dzne by me towards
it, God has been prea.xd to add his divine ~kill and scmirable
Workma: fhip in the Fo:maion of their Bodies, and crown'd it
by furmifhing them with ratioral ana immortal souls 2 Forgive
me Gentl-men, if | talk a litde ex:savagantty on cheie Matiers ;
I am no Divine : But if you, great Men, o
* muit be making Laws, do not turn na.
tural and ufeful Actions inio Crim s, by your
Prohioitions. Reflect a little ou we noreid
Cocfequences of this Law in particular :
\Wra: Nuinbers of procar’d Abortions | and
how .many diftretls’"d Mothers have been . o
dr vez, by the Terror of Punihment and public Shame, to
imbrue, coniary to Nature, their own wremblirg Hand. in the
Blood oi their heiplets Offtpriog | Nuture wo.la have ingue?
them to nyrfe it up with 2 Parent’s bondnefs. *Tis the-L
therefore, ‘tis the Law itfelf that is guilty of ail cheie Barbarittes
and Murders, Repead it then, ¢ entlemen; let ic be exparfy®d
for «ver from your Books: And on the other hard, take iyto
your-wiie Loufiderstion, the great and growing Nugfder jof
Baicheiors in the Country, mary of whom, from the meyn lear
of th: Expence of a Famuly, have rever fincerely and-Hesiogr- :
abiy Ccuried a Woman in thei Lives ;- and by:"thc:r?"@}'ann : !
of Liviny, icave unproduceddwhich I think.is litle betrer
Murder; Hundred: of theiy Pofterity t0 the' Thoafandth Gen
r:&tiun. I: not “hers a yreater Offience againft the Public Good,

then mine 2 Comgel them then, by a Law, either to Marry,

or psy doubestne Fipe of Fornicadon every Year,  What

muit poor youny Wgmen do, whom Cuflom uas torbd to {ol- Ny
Lt he Yeny ant whoc noot ;. e themlelves v » 1 Hufbunas, :
wien t.e i.aws takz ng Care to provice them n - . -1-yet {e.

verely purifh it chiy do their Duty. without'th e 2 Y3, Gené

tiemen, I venture to call it a Duty ; 't the Uuiy o the-firft “
and gieat Command of Nature, and of Nature’s God, " Ir¢reaft
and mustizdy s A. Duty, from the fteady Performance of which
rothi. g has ever been able to determe; but. for :it’s Sake, £
have hazdrded he Lois of the public: Eftecm; and frequentdly
lacerr'a public Difgrace and Pumfhment’; and.therefore ‘ought,
in my humble Opinion, . inftead of a Whipping, to-have a$a@d.
tae crelted to my Memory. = - T i
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- HAGUE, dpril z5.:
" T is very evident, by.thée-adviced which;éfelreceiv‘c.\‘h .
" way ot Venice, of Paland,.and even of Viemum itfo¥;ithat
whatever promifes or declasations the Turks iy makej-they),
feerh to.be.preparing for-an' iruption. into the Hungatidn:dos
mihions ;.and lome private letters fpeak of an mcur‘ﬁoﬁ;il_r’éﬁjE
made, by direction of the bafhaw of ‘Belgrade;. yrdeér-preténer
of. making reprifals for fome. money-that was feizéd belofgingd
to. 8 Greek merchant..: Wei the- lefs:.worder: at: ;b;s;jb‘c_ééi:‘ e - .
we know that béfides other Emiffaries, the French cour¢ bave y
an ambaflader at Conflpntinoplé, the moft capable of ‘condu-
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