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To the Reprofentatives of the Freemen of the Province of
. Maryland.

G 6 S the Subjed Matter of this Lecter is of th

G eh e Qot3s S the Subje atter of this Letter is of the

@g}%g& greateft Confiquence 1o your Conftituents, and

. 5 -
2.;? A Eog were the properefi Prfons to addrefs it to.

SR PpHRD E A LA'I:;) r}i?ter, urder LhedCha.raé;ex oféan
FOTNT e afiern Shore Fador, pretending - the public
SR @‘ off, exprefles himfelr thus, ¢ Mary of
¢ our Fraternity think the.Infolvencies would be a fufficient
« Dedufiion [after an Infpetting Law] of all outftarding
¢t Debts contralled in the mercantile Way; and ro Doubt a:l
¢ honeft Planters will thivk in the fame Way, i they have
«-tontralled with the Merchants they have dealt witi: for good
*¢ clean Tobacco. ™

Wuen the Fadtors fay the Infolvencies would be a fufiicient
Deduétion ; (for it is'an Exprcflion, which, before it was put
in Print, they never failed to make Ufe of in every Converia.
tion on the Subje&;) it is hard to ofcever what they mean,
whether. they intend it only as a fmert Piece of Wit, or as a
Specimen of their Talent at Reafonitg. Perhaps they would
infinuate that the Fofles which Creditors have fuflained by bed
Debts are fo great as to merit Compaflion, tho™ we ali know
thete are as few crcated here as can be in any Parc of the
World ; for it is a common Cbfervaiion that hardly any Man
runs away from this Province but is gled 10 1eturn after he has
tried all the other Colonies on the Continent.  In other Places
they muft work Zard for their Living. LEut here Nature has
been more bountiful to vs; the Soil Leing fo exceedingly fer-
tile that it produces a/mef fpcntaneoddly, or with the fightef
Laboyr.all the Necefiaries of Lie.

Byt the graza Argument of the Fators is couched in the
Jatier Part of. the above Quctation, which, that they may
be ‘convinced. of my Intention to reafon the Point fuirly with
them, 1 fhall endeavour to place init’s flrongeft Light, W
kave, fay they, made a Bargain for clear. Tobacco, and it is an
Injury.done s achen aue are paid any that is foul; an Infpeciing
Lany awidl obly. compel the Planicers to cenply awith the Terms of
their Contralls, aibich all the Werid aiid ailav ought to be
perform’d s Therefore ave ovght not to be obliged to make any
Ledublion in the Quantity ave bave pignlated for. It muft be
confefled that their'Reafoning carries a fpecicns Appearance, for
the Falacy fculks under the eguiveca/ Signification of the Term,
Contra&, as will prefently appear. o

I am told the g.aw would foppole all Bargains for our Sta
ple dré made for clean Tobacco, tho® the Merchants had not
extrefily sfreed for the Quality ; and theretore'] fhail not ceny
that 1n the ordinary Courlg of Juflice, tho’ it ‘could be clear]
proved the Purchafers had zdvanced the Price of their Goot
on a Suppofition'they fhould Teceive in the Tobacco flipulated
for a'Part Trafh, yet no Dedu@ion cught to be -made on, that
Accoubt; for as the Lord Bacen, in his moyal Effays,” fimely
obferves,”* Jildges ought to rémember that their Cffice is jus
‘¢ dicgre,and 1otyus dare,t0 interprt Law,and not to make Law,
“ or giéi"Law.” "Elfe would it be like the Authority claimed by
“« xhe1§1;ursh _of “Rome,  which urder Prezext of Expofition of
«¢ Scripture, doth not flick to add and alter, and.to prondunce
"#¢ that' which they do not find. » o R
. Byw tho' Judges mug determine as the Law 7, yct Legifla-
{tdrs decide a8 the Law ought #o be, according to the Principles
‘of sidtural fufice. Now on thefe Maxims fthin}g it is plain,

admiging.the Creditors have reckoned they would receive in the
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is now under your; Confideration, 1 thought you.

Tobacco they contrafted for a fifth Part Trath, .and have a2-
wanced the Price of their Goods «ccordingly, that a Law to prés
vent fuch a Mx ure for the future would be unequal, unles the
outftanding Deb:s were. reduced in the fame Proportion: For
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.otheravife;” a Planter that owcs five Hogfheads of "I'obacco, - =

would be obliged t0"give aawvay oné of them, tho® he never rea
ceived an Inch of Ozuabrigs for it.. Which furely would fur-

nifh thefe Faftors that get {o much by us, withoat the Trogble )

of handling the Hoe themfelves, a rare Opportunity of laugh-
.ing in their Sleeyesat our Stugidity. But onthe other Hand theit
Employers could not have the /caf Room to complain of-fiich'd
Re.ucton, asthey wouid ftill receive the fulf Valuethey  had
bzrgained for; t.o'in ‘the Language of Wefiminfier-Hall ‘they
‘migr.t notwithfanding, withi'great Propriety, for aught I khow,
aflert, thac they had neither aQually or virtually contrafled -for
any Part to be paid in Trafh. o ) o
Now that the Fa&tors have raifed their Merchandige 6% -
count of this Stuff is evident ; for it muft be granted that x great
Quantity is yearly exported, which leflens the Price of the
Comuncdity at home whereby the Purchafers reguldte them-
felves here; from wiience it cleasly follows that they have
made an Aliowarce for the Trafh in the Price given. by them
for Tobacco. What that Allowance is we cannot. indeed. éx-
adly d.cover; yet, if' we confidet’the fmall Prict our Staple
nets in Europe compared to what that.of Firginia yields there,

I believe it will be difficult to account for the Différence, un-

tefs we admit the £f25 Part of what.has been bought up here
for feveral Years paft to be fuch as an’Infpe@ing Law vould
dettroy.  But I muft leave tis Mater 1o be difcufled "by thiofe
who have an Opportunity of beidg informed of the Truth of
the Faéts, for g pretend 10 ‘p0 . experstirntal “Kioowlege in
Trade; the few Ideas I have of the gencfd] Natore of it being
comsaunicated to mé By Mi. Licks,” atd fbine “other Authégs
who have built on. the Foundations” of that ‘Grear Min,' Whiole
Writings, when Tobaccs bore a Prics, 1 was epabled to. fend
for from Englend, and with which I ufed’ 0 “atmufe myfelf e

the "Leifare-Hours I could Then fpare “from‘ my’ Plaritation’s
tho® Noer, as our Staple is funk into fich Confemps,” I.cdn niej-

_ther afford to pu:chafe Books, nor fpend any Time in reading
‘thofe } have. Yet at this critécal Juofure T- thought If 2
Dutyto colle@ and liy betore you' in" &b plabs & Mahnes 4o’k
could, Jeme of the T'houghts that hive 6& mé” on"th

prefent Circumitances of Affdirs, which the Author of the Tl

[ter now in.queftion gavé me af Opportunity of ingrgdicing un~-

“der the Remaiks thal aferve to be madé ‘aii'te, “as it’ {peaks
the Language of 2 Fattion that would &yi/felid us.' I ‘Have cen

agricably anticipated in'many “Thifgd f ddfigried th {ay by 4

trred 'to meé on’the -

Precg figned 4. B. publifhed in the Gazetre N9, 155. Whérsin

the Wiker hath clarly dscionfirated. e Mabahidges of &1 Tne
pedling'Law, by ‘Argaments drawn Josd' frdnx"Rgb’En' ajfa.i‘g’-

Bérisnée, asto leate sio Roomi, Bereatdl ,fb‘f’-“u'g
‘it o e Py ayng H el
“acfif aid ;zgo/.«;'f‘r Necefity of “fuch"2” Regilitio
retdrn to ‘the Point ‘in_Debatt béiweln éfé"iﬁ’d" the ‘BAé
Sh'dfé’ Fa&ix. u, ":"\"'-4 R R ',:,‘.'I:):'J-], Fols BN CPREILIMEN LA
. L-sHALL not 7nfit - on the“Cone ‘m/gps

whed' the Law wé;“ﬁt‘it.‘ffafé’.bﬂ‘, whie
they fee evory Manof Sénfe’ convinced § T!iﬂ ¢

‘ined Withiout it, they witl BY. no micafid all§yv ;' Idr & "fx}}
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“is to 12y open the T'rurh. 6f Tim\lgi;ﬂl l""l{l&é:: ) J}fmﬁ- ;
sagé ot any Declaatigos which 'they may $4ink \ere' thadher-

teptly smiade by them:’ Bur from’ what “tiis Witer himlelf hids
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