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Presunme, from the drole charaller you have affu-
s+ med, .thar you exped to bo dufivésed in as drole 2
maoner: But [ (hall be very ferious ;- fof the fubject
is of too much importance 10 us all, to be treated

aonon s ludieroufly, o e )
You admit that -oar Staple loudly cally for a regulation, to
.. deftfgy the wafhy-Tobaccd; and do not deny that an Infpetling
/Law would be-attended .with that confequence 5 bat affirm that
_'z- Burning’ Laiy ‘would have the famg efte& : 'Now if it thouid
> appear to be a fcheme, that cannot be executed without great
/injufticé, and that even then it would ‘be impofible to deftroy
the Trafh by It; I hope'you will-acknowlege thas an Infpeét.-
ing Lavw is ubfolutcly neceffary’ -, o )
Oxe ' hundred-anud fifty pounds of Trafh, you fay, is as
asis generally made by 'a taxable; and, in .
1500 /. of Tobacco is a-good crop for one mas. From thefe:
premiies it follows, that all the Trafh apnually made cannot a.
* mount to above the tenth parc of that which is merchantable.
* Yet it is cartain, that the "Tobacco made by fuch as do aot thip
‘it, but lay it out in the country, does contain a fourth or fifth
are Trafti; which is 300 4. for every taxable that cures 1500 /.
of good-Tobacco.  Of this the mezchants and faltors are well
convinced, from their -own experience ; otherwife they would
not be fo-willing, as they generally feem to be, to firike off,
afier a Law (o dsRroy the. Tsafh, or (which would anfwer the
_fame purpode) to prevent it's:being exported, the fourth or fifth
part of the debts before due tothem. To fay that the value of
. the Tobacco will increafe in‘a greater proportion after it is clea-
red-of the Trafh, than it!will decreafe i quantity, aad that
creditors oght to make a deduion on that account, is an ar-
- gument that can have no manner of wei nt with them; as it
" vould hold equally froag for clipping of debts upon a ftart of
the commodity, cither before or after a regulation for prevent.
;ing: wy:filth to be mix’d withit. .0 .
- F athe ideayou give us of a Burning Law,. every taxable
"thaf -exds Tobaeco-will be obliged to deftroy: an equal quartity
"of | rafn: Now if cach fhould be obliged to-birn only 150/
tr- nalf of what is made by fuch™as lay their Tobacco out in
. -tue country would fill remain; fo ¢ :
. avle, a3 watbefore: proved from ti® tetimony ot the merchants
-7 and their.fa&ors,. wno know. befl. Me:hirﬁ; I hear you cry
", ouy, -How safy is'itw remedy that! it is o cimpelling "each
-taxable, infead of 1504 to burn 300/, of Trath. But then
“this-dificulty océars :, Thofe who thip. their Tobaceo'generaily
. tmakera'more than 150 /. of Trah to.a axable;
*“tl cy e obliged to ceftray 300/, for every.haud in 3 crop, thie
- wtenthepart of their-!:bowr would be “confumed by the dreadful
" iftarare of this Buming Law. . R I S
it 15 naturalito .magine i

much

.
vis

“.an iscoavenience;
have already very

¢ it was in order to guard againft fuch-

cly.

“that: It is oaly burning, you.fay,-a laigé quantity for the firft
.ot L'eco‘xid:y’car).(»lisgo'a‘l;gt’:o)rl.i’lan_ier‘;v becaufe he had not as much
" * foretight ds.thofe prudent folks:you have been telling ‘as of;"ta
. furmilh hunfelf beforehar.d with a handfome provifion-of. Trafh,

‘ryoay'bavethe greatct part of-his crop burat; for by the large.

~squantity that:cach taxavle is to burn' the. firik of fecond:vear; I

2cannat fuppolciyou mean lefs than 7 of 800 /. Thif was an ob-
}ggﬂidn' ot your awn-flartisg; ‘and you. have furprizingly folved
o - s T s R ;
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t they make 300/. 10 a tax-
- you propofe it,

r*t a great many perfons,’as you inform us, ..
iely-furnifh’d themfelves with great quan-
ativer. of. ‘Drath. . Buc you have another eafy y2medy ac hand for -
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. fo8;
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it: Tho' [ really belicve you would net have dragged it into. -
open light, out of the darknefs it lusked in, if you iz :

bout to raife the Devil, without baing fure of laying him after
he appears. ' ’ ' ' '
., Acalx,

you fpeak about have only an imaginary exiftencc, and that a
taxable now makes but 150/, do you thing no more wouid ba -’

’

yearly made after a Burning Law? Moft ceriainly there wonld ;
for every Planter, before accuftomed to mix up Trafh with bis
Tobacco, might eafily contrive to make eadugh to bufn, with-

!-c'% LGM! ¢ ! »

: ; d chanced s
to have recolleted how dangerous it is for a Conjurer to go.a- .-

.

out dimigithing a fingle pound of his ufual quanticy. There =
are many other obvious objeions againft your fcueme, thac

muft occur to every reader, that will take the pains  to confider
it. Thofe I have mentioned- fufficiently demon®rate, that this
sdmirable regulation,-which-yea-io-warmly contend for, would .
not enly mifs of it’s defigned effe, thould it be pafled into a

, in another place, that Law.(whic_b Common Senfe forbids), bur would alfo be attend~ »;
ed with great injuftice, .and much unpeceflary Iabour in collelt~ °*

ing, curing, houfing, infpeting, and burning our belt manure ;
whick, hewever, you reckon as a mere trific of a charge to tag
inhabitants. o : S
THE great concern you exprefs for the poorer fort, .than
which nothing
cular notice. 1 have already touched upon it, and am going
to give a cléarer inflance-of that noble fpint of benevolence,

" that animatesthis wonderful {cheme of yours. : Lo

Tue merchants and fattors Arft deliver their govds, before
they fec the Tobacco they deal for; and in fuch caie there:will
be always a good many Planters, provided they ¢an make-up
the quantity, who will never trouble their heads about the qua-
lity.” The fellers, to be even with them, and i order to avoid
continual fuits and contentions- with their cuftomers, raife the

" price of their goods in proportion to the T'rafh’that they think

they flall receive upon the whole. ‘The honeft Planters then
perceiving they get no more for the cleancft than theirneighs
bours for the fouleft Tobacco, follow their example; ‘in which

is more laudable where it is roal, deforves pard- .

I apprehend they act very reafonably. Hence it appéars;/that . . -
in all outflanding Tobacco-debts, the contralls were viftaally, .-
tho' not a&aally, for a fourth or fifth Trath. - Now if whatyoa - -,
. affert be.true, that a Burning Law weuld totally- deftroy:the . -
“Trafh, -it would-be extremely. cruel and "unjult;.in the manger = .

therefore you have pleades the caufe of the poorer foréi'on -

fuppofing for arguments fake, thofe heaps of Tmfh' o

without any redution of the debts, "How'viall ...~

whom thefe debts lie fo heavily: and whofe advocate you Wogld

neverthelefs nave us believe y

--determination. #* < .

- agaidit an' Infpe&@ing Law, .which, in my poor:opiaion, are ftill
‘wealcer, -if poffible; thda your arguments for- a Burniag La\;:
4nd in the mean time semain, © - S LRy v w2

LR oo™

:

ou’-to bey Y fhall leave to-thejp - -

and fhoutd : - I-MAy take another dpport\injiy to confider, your. objeQithns ° v’f;'_'
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