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That dares not, ev’'n po Kings, evorw the Tra
Yot Traitors awrap them in aclufwe Inneence,:
Qo Flastery Flatie-= Folfl cod Falfbood

v Aruth iy tie fivie "7l Breath of Heaveny! i -

That faweeps thefi Fogs away, nwit all thiir Vermin/'. -»
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» S Flaftery is now become a very common Vice,
o> .

éi and’ mifplaced Compliment, through 2 depraved

‘Tafte, has acquired the Name ol “Politcmn 3, and,
Go d Manners, to prefent the Public with fome
I hope, not be

@s%o ‘Thoughts on the Subject, will,
% judged improper. .
HEREVER this Vice prevails, a Degeneracy of Mow-ls
tollow. = In an arbitrary Govermnent it may bear lome
e, s it (erves: to fweeten Slavery ; it in & free Coultitu-
where Libetyand Equ . fify arc un teritood, it is a mean
cawardly Vice.! When this Pructice becomes the Mode of
verfat.on, Merit and wrae Detert are iwre o be reglecled §
few are regarded, but fuch 2 have acquired the fervile Aris
awning and Lrirging In Thue tiete secome fo habital,
o ¢ are deemed ponte withoie them § walti Tem, (s Juany
e nateral Gevius would perimps give them @ bewter Tuse,
, cifice their Houelly and Inge-.uiy 0 tiicit prefent intereid.
fhould think, thac this -Humour would never rzhe with
. 0! Senfe, tho' pretty artfully laid on, but in Fast we find
merwife,  Hattery is univerially {wallowed down, and Va-
“and Self conce.t-are fo imgrained in human Nature, that
B ot peneirating Wits canuot difcover the Deceit, when
] od to themféiv.5; tho' they can eafily obferve, and laugh
B | when exercifed on others: In Short, moft Men are fo be-
B’ \cd with the Charms of Flauery, as to be engaged in 3
8 Conneftion and rriendthip with the meaneft Parafites and
abandoned Sycophants ; hence we
"¢ to be offended, when we fee downright lmzudcncc pre-
3y

have too ofien jult
- ; " to real Merit and Ingenuity, and Scoundrels, who have
7 ¢ but this creeping Are to recommend themn, bear alt be-

Vo wem, by the Foree of Affurance; and in conlequence of
5.0 re.preferred, and highly diftinguithed for Politcnefs and - ery
m. i nity, whillt Worth, .Lcami?{g,gahd Madefty lie negled--

s b. L 4 defpifed, becaafe the Po effor, canfciods of his own

gty . . fcomns to ltoop {o low, or cares not & buy Prefcrment

ot s | lear a Rare. L

it accumulate Praife upon a worthlefs Perfon or Adtion, is
adisy . a more. mifchicvous Praltice, than to withbold a juft fo,
m(gi ;om from what deferves.ic. Praife beftowed upon an
‘og A waworthy, fivells the Vanity cf it's ignoraat Author, he
b asi . fatisied with the Notion of his being a very accom-

verfon, and this Piece of ill applicd Husmour helps him
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. Life} bat thould we deny jult Praile
"o - {urely fome Time -ox

. Men, befides the inward Pleafure and Satisfeétion, wiidch it ¢x-
.- gites in the Breaft:of the Performer,
i Among the antient Greeds and \
. ed pulhed-them on in_ the Paths of Vertue and(Honour.
Simplicity -of thof:
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torward o :hc_.'céi{nplmt Charafter of a Rogue or Coxcemb for
to 2 good Aétion, it will

other meet with the general Appiaufe of

Romans, Praife jufily beftow-
The
Times is. admirable, when 8 zran Wreath
could be produdtive of fuch noble and heroic AQians, and with-

*out the Allurements of Gold asd founding Titles, could ops-

rate {o effectually upon their. generous and difinterefed Minds.
Thefe Republics we fiad gradually degenerating, and comingat
laft to Ruin; when, inftead of this . purc ana primitive Irsegsi-
ty, nothing prevailed but Luaxury. abd a flavith. Complaifance ;
this fet Men upon the Pariuit ot Richies, grand Titles, aud 8
‘f'rain of Parafies to pamper their Vain-glory ; bence the Sub-
fiance of a Nadon became in Time ¢he Property of a few am-
bitidus . Men ; -and the:Nerves of the State, or Body of the Do-
pulacé) being oppretied and debilitated, they b.came. an eafy
Prey to fome-tmore hardy or.warlike People, and their Name
and Glory were at once extindt. L

Txg Defise of being particularly diftinguithed from the com-
mon. Herd,>makes us in general {ufceprible of Flattery ;3 weare
ambitious to appear in Favoar with Men in 2 high Station,——
whatever My Lord demands, is eagerly complicd with ;——T0
appear in public with fuch a Petfon, or even to have a Smile or
2. I'aunt from him, is deemed a mighty Honcur: Thus we
make ourfelves the Tools of that Power, which w:ll defpife and
reject us, when we can no further ferve 1's purpoles. Thus
we reiinquifh our firmeft Friends, and by fuch Company and
Advice, facrifice ous prefent Charatter, and.futuren&ict and
Satisfaétion, . .

Dip Men but argue from Expericnce, were they perfuaded
of the Narrowneis of their own Abilities, Flattery would never
gain Ground. Should a Flatteser, for Inftance, highly com-
pliment us for our Prudence and Difcretion ;. upon a:very fhort
Recollection, we coulgd tell him, - ‘That .mady ufelifs=Trifics ave
defire, and many hurtful. Thiugs ace. avifh for. Alexander of Me-
¢edon, while he ravaged the barbarous Didiars1at the Siege of
one of their Towns, was ftruck in the Thigh with.an Arrow ;
he fighted the Wound at firft, *til the Blood’ foppin.;, a Tu-
mour.enlued, with exceffive Pain; which:made the Conqueror
out,. Men by Flattery bave perfuadet me shat I awas the Son
of -Jupiter, but-this dnguifs makest2e bnoav.lam only.a mortal
Man.. These.are many fuch Occurrences in Life, which de-
monftrate to a vaiu. Man his Infignificancy and Litdenes.

. FLATTBRY is panit:ularg dangerous. when applied to Youth,
which is naturally vain, credulous, and ignorant s it is (ill more
when: beftgwed upon fuch Youth, as, from their high

_Birth, have a. profpeét of making a Figure in the World. -t

1aifes their. Vanity above their Judgment, makes Men of them
‘before the proper: Time, and cxpofes them to the Whaim and
Exuavagance of every idlc fawaing Fool, who has Bafunels and
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