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My, Green, . -
$%esfodtsZe Taste is what Men.very much differ about:
%"my Each js for recommending his own, and enfor-
'éﬁ A 3% Cing it upon others, as the julteft and beft.  The
;% - & Coauariety of Opinions, in this Particular, occa-
P 3@5}%@ fious many .Differences, not to be reconciled,
?§¢¥ W& 93% Nature bas certainly eftablithod one Standard
fov Truth and moral Re&itude ; which, unlefs equally and clear-

-ly underftood by all Men, a perfe@ -Farmony and Agreement -f:

in huran Society is an impofible Thirg.
A raise Tafe fprings from many Roots: A Mind unhap-
spily inclined to Error; bad Maxims, ingrafted by Educatiqn.;
requenting of vitious and low Company ;" an Efteem for ridi-
culous andggidle'Mo.lcs and Cuftoms; all contribute to corrupt
Pafiion of Se/f-
Istereff, which zakes many Men declare in favour of corrupt
Prirciples, to promoze their private Gaid ;¢ while they run down
-every Thing contrary to this, tho' rever fo jaft, vizngous, - or
sommengable, o
Iy Religion, we find a Sct-of fuperftitious, b
Jafis, sviro think this conflilts in migre Form, Cereniony, unin:
tatiigilde Credas, and a Set of thiatrical 7ru1,7;n.y. Tne broud
tiat, buctord fi Crar, dsmure Jorew'd-up Copntenance, avhi ting
“Teae, the unfocizble fitary Difpofition, certain Boliefs and Per.
fuifisnt, Alcrsy Chalices, Crucifixcs, PisFures, Copes, Surplics,
‘Mitres, and the whole Tribe of Sacred Giawgaavs and Bawbhs,
‘zre, according to them, the main Props of Rekigion, zad the ne-

ceflary Steps whereby to rife to the Kavour of the ipreme Be-

frg; and while they adore {uch Trifles, they nower give them-
lves the Trauble to think of Hancfly, Pirtee,-and a good Life;
ad fuch moral Excellencies, as conttigite the Beauty and effen-
tid Part of Religion.

Y Politics and civil Government, befides fome Advocates for.
arliteary Methods, \who think the Pepulace were only bornfo a
AaSH gafive Obedience, to be expofed to all the Evils of Op-
prefion and Cruelty, if-not fabmiffive to an unreafonable Pow-
cr,"ﬁ(}iich moft be abfdlpte and unlimited in every Cafe what-
foever,, " Tliere isia Set of myfterious and unintelligible Srare.
Wits, &vhq deal mightily in a cesiain divive Right, ot Fus di-
winuen, R Princes; ar; in plainer Words, o Licenfe 10 be as
wicked and fyrannicalas they pleaf, even-to the. Pel_dmoq and
Ex:jrpation of a whole People; and all this by the Authority of
thatiufp Ruler of the Univerfe, whofe divine dttributes are quite
‘oppofite to the Charatterof a Tyrant : Thefe never refle® that
tivil Governmints were firft inflituted for the Safety and Protec-
tion of 2 People, and that'a good Regulation and Cecoromy, to
sonfine the governing and governed Parties to reaic wable knunds,
it necefl v tn’ 5= srve Hommony ard Am: ~oo
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X
artee for U.¢ different Situation: and: Clreomftances of M-
cording tg'their Age, Sex, Rank; and Conflitution ; tl.
vill preténd’to be thocked av the Litzrtiee.of Youth, pv - e
demn even inuocent Freedom - betwixt the Sexss -as foo - ';
aad criminal; forgettinig they wore orice ~yodiy ‘the: v
they vainly attempt to alter the Channél of bings, ani.ynko
the youthful Blood run as cold and Aluggih 5. their .own.
“Whkeze fuch Ditators idfluence Society, fome Milchiefs &Fifin
. $0m too free 2 Converfation Bctwixt the Sexes may. pcrh‘?s be
prevented and checked ; but'when this Humour is carried too
ir, and-every Perlon is-alike oxcluded from fuch Liberties, it
will notonly vitate the Minds of the Perfons {o confined, but
deprive them of  that.3efyl Improvement in Manners, always
fQowing from a.free \and cafy anverfathor, where Peclons of
Charatter and Senfe are engaged. Some young Cenfors again
‘efe amazed-at the Phligm of Age,.and imagine it's Sloaunef;,
Deliberasenefs, and fiayed Grawity, to be nothing but Hypocrify,
and a vitiateg- é’aurmi'qf Temper, : ’
7BuT, were we to regulate' 3 Tafte, according to this &fedted
,A0d flarcé Ridicule, she Enjoyment of even all iwmscent P hafuriy -
-‘and-w.ateral Brautics, would be intirely loft, and in our Manner

¢

dreaming Enthux; 36d Doportraent, we tould become as barbarous, as in fome of

08r Hiufements and*Diverfions, I muft afk pardom, " if I pre. -
fume to fay, that the prefent prevailing Gogt tor Gaming in-
‘gicates 3 degencracy of Tafte : Card and Dice mutches walle
Time and Money to little purpofe, the opulent may ’tis true,
without 2 Vice, ‘be lavith of the laft, butas the firlt is-not .tp
be bought, or retarded with a-Price, it cannot-be too carefully
hufbanded ; add to this, that thefe Amufements ‘carry ver
litle Improvement in them ; and asa Phijofophical Friend.-of
mine ufed to fay, * was one to fit a Thoufand Years a¢ them,
““ he would nfe, not a grain wifer, than when he fir
‘ {at down, . » SRR
Tie true Tafie may be called, that Faculty of the mind,
which dilcerns what i§ decent in Company, and elegant in " dres,
what is juft in Society, ‘and beautiful in Nature, and the ordep
of the World. "We muft not fuppofe that we come into -tha
World with fucha afte ; Nature may furnith a Genius fined
to grafc it upon, But 4 and Daprovement are neceflary to
form it ; and, as this £r# and Culfure ¢an never be inpate, io o
Juft Tafte can neither be begorten, made, nor.conceived with ue,
it is-then a proper inftruction and Bducation, whichmuft form
8 true Taflg, - o0 e . v 0
A true Taffe.is Stirely founded on Nasure; to leave Nature
“for Whizs and ‘Fantey, .is.not the way 1o acquire it, as thert:- g
certain Beauty and \Déformity -in natural Things, propos v 9

called, fo there s likewife in moral Subjes s T Tvree 4
ador-y e and rejells the Iify; and ¢h- * - - . L
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