Weeks afler.the Thing was determin’d ory mﬁﬂ;{tﬂ
Men (Befides 1500 in tl%; Ships of War) had peog: fﬁiﬂe .80
Trapfports and_Storefbips provided, the Army aflembarked,
ard the 'whole Flegt. failed ;" And with Tuch ferpyizirg. Secrefy
was this performed, ‘that'I have feen Letters from {Gendemen na
farther 'og‘th'an PEil.d'phis, after the Fleet iaiicd, mentoning
that they had fome Reports of an Expedition on Fosy, but couid
come atno Certainty about it, A large Committee of the Gene-
ral Court threw, afide their private Bifinefs, and apply’d them-
felves wholy to this grand Affair: But fuch has beep tie un-
wear.ed Application of his Excellency the Governor, and with
fuch Wikiomy, Frudence, and Firmnefs of Mind, Las Je con-
certed and condu&ed this whole Aftair, as cannever be equal-
led; and fo many Difficulties has he furmounted, that 1 .verily
believe there rever hagkeen 3 Gentlerran in the Chair of Go-
YerTIment in any o antations, but v hat would have yield-
€6 ard furnk under them, . i
Lut rotwithflarding 1 am dedirous of vindicatirg the Authors
cf the Lnpoditien, fiomkavirg engayed in a2 rafh Ul judged Ax-
wmpr, cr the Condutiors of i, frem the Charge of Want of
f2i iful Appleztion; yer I+ mauft own, tlat never any Afair
feem'd to be more uncer the immcdiate Izfluence of Heaven,
thas the Lac Leer ;s ard furely none will endeavour on this Ac-
court to deprove the Government of their jult Share in the Ho-
rovr cf tiis Action. It is enough to have been the Iniirumenss
in the Hind of Providence of bringing ahout fn happy an E-
venp, tho' rot in every Circemflance juft in the Way aund Man-
ner we iztended. )
I heve been informed, that the Vote for engaging in this Af-
fair, was carricd by one Voice only m 8o of the FHoule of Re-
jreten:atves ; and that a Genteman who votud againftitin tie
Lcmnitice, was on further Corfideration’in favour of it in the
Houle.. Ard every Body has ebfcrved, that there does not
happer once in 20 Yearsuch a Scene of fine Weatker in Febry-
ary and M rck, as we have had this Year, while we were pre-
jarieg for the Exyedition ; and not cne Storm in zll that ordi-
narily tempeftuous Seafon, to ruffe eur Fleet in their Faflage,
Now if there had been any Delay, the Enemy would have re-
ceived great Succour and Strength ; for a Frigate of 136 Guns
‘had been fon: from France, carlier than has been known, with
Stores, &e. for the Garrifon ; buat by our Cruizers was prevent-
«d from geiting into- the Harbour. R
But wiiat s very extracrdizary,-and looks ag if Heaven de-
figned to make the Expedition it’s own, and to bafle us in our
Meafures, however ratioral, but yetto provide‘a Caufe we were
ignorant of, tQ bricg about the fame Thing we a'm'd at, is this,
"That when our Pacquet was received hy Commodore Warrcr,
tke Circumftances of the tleet in the ¥ f-Izdies was fuch, by
the Lofs of the #eymonth, and the News of a French Squadron
expeted, as that we had no Profpect of more than one 40 Gun
Ship being fent us.; but a few Days after our Pacquet lefs. the
1flands, Orders arrived from Eng/and to the fame Commodore,
to come with fome of his Ships to the Nosthward, and concert
with our Governor the general Service of thefe Colonies ; but
without any immediate View to our Expedition, of which the
Miniftry had at that Time reteived na: Advice. Now it fince
#ppears, that the Succefs of the whole depended on this fingle
Circumftance : For tho’ our Advices fent to England arrived fo
carly, that had the two Ships fent from thence gone direfily to
_Cape-Breton, they would have been in Seafon ; yet it fo happen-

ed, that both the faid Ships came hither firft, and were too late -

at Cape-Breton, 1o have prevented the Pigilant getting into_the
Harbour ; the Confequences of which muft undoubtedly have
been the raifing of the Siege, if not the Deftruftion of all our
’é‘g mfﬁns,: But thir Ship was happily taken by the Wef-India’

.
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And de s ferther obferioble, that'When (Nis §

T&fo- durdies) by werd defign'd w0 Beflop, Bk b
L2 Schooner onthe Barks, thit Sur¥leer was G
and generous Commodore, tho' badlly fupplied with Provifior
aj’;déto:cs, wetrdivegly to Cope- erwife hic might”
have been toodatcy. bur fent-his gders for 31l his Majefly’s Ships
then here, or taat might arrive; to come and join himt ; which
Orders met the Eftham, a Ship of Importance, but an Heur o
two befo:e the would have failed for Englind, =

After our Forces had been landed 7 Yeeks, and-the large
Supply they had of Ammunition' was expended, a Ship with
Stores defifned for drnapolis, urexpeltedly arrives, and-enables
them to make fuch a vigorous bire upon the Enemy, a» forged
them to 3 Surrender, : - v :

The laft Thing 1 thall obferve is, that the very Day after this-
Surrender, News is brought to our Army of 2500 Fremeh and
dnde ns within 7 Miles of them, defigned to relieve the Place.

I could mention many more remarkable Circumftances; and
fhew a 'Chain’ and -Coincidency of various Ewents i)reYiou§"m.
anu necefiary to give this Undertaking Sticcels ; but here 15 ¢.,
nough to prove, that this granit ‘Affair 15 "above, the ordi
Courfe of Things ; and whoEvér-believes that Gon ddes'at.all_
concern himfelf with kuman Affairs (mach more we that believe,
the Hairs of our Heads are numbred!, muft needs conclude thiy,
whole Bufinels has been determined and direGted by hims®. . |

Aun-palisy, Auguft 9. On Senday laft in the Afternoon, we
had a great deal of Lightning and Thunder, which did-cqnfi-
derable Damage here,.and in other Parts of the Country.. A
Heule in this Town was ftruck by the Lightning, and the Man
and his Wite much hurt thereby ; as were likewife fomié othrer
Perfons in and near the Town. Several Catide were killed in
the Country; particularly over South-River, 3 Horfes ftanding
under 2 Tree were firuck dead upon the Spot, their Riders Ha-
ving juft left them, and retired into a Houié for Shelter. The
Ship Expedition, Capt. Inglith, lying in Patuxent River, which.
was jult loaded with ‘T'obacco for England, had her main Maff
{plit by the Lightning; and a good Part of her Cargo obliged
to be taken out, in order to refit. . R C

On Monday laft the General Aflembly of this Province met
here, when there was the greateft Number of Delegates ever
known on the firft Day of a Seffion. They. unanimoufly-chole
the Honourable Col. Edward ‘Sprigg, for their Speaker; -and
appointed Major William Tilghman to be their Clerk; whd
were both approved-of by his' Excellency the Gdvertog: ;. ;

His Excellency opened the Seffion with the following Speech.

Gentlemen of the Upper and Lower Houfes of Affcrnbly,

O received from the Governor of Neav-Exgland, which thallbe 4
laid before you : You will find by it, thatwe are called uponfagive .,
ourAffiftance, towards fecuring to the Obedience 6f our Sovereign,
the late Acqyifition of Cap.-Breton. A Matter of fuch Impust,
ance, not only to the Honour of his Majefty’s. Arms, but to-the
genaral.Intereft of Great-Britain, and the Colonies upon this
Continent ; tha; I am perfuaded we fhall readily concar in fuch e
Meafures, as will give Evidence of our Duty to his Majefly, " -

and Zeal for the common Caufe. 'This Service requiring:the -
firft Place in your Confultations, and the fpeedieft gifpitch, 1
fhall poftpone the mention of any other Matterd to you, il we
have difcharged our Duties upon this Point. * RO

To bis Excellency Tnomas BLxogn, Efy;. Gnmn,mi?ﬁ'imq
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