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H AV E often thought, that there is no Kird of
Learning or Study which is more worthy our Ap-
g I
taning to the Student, than that of Hiftory. Be-
fides the Addition it makes to our Knowlege, it
. has 230 a Tendency, if we have any Regard for
oot Fame and Reputation, to infpire us with a noble Etteem
i Virtue, and a jult Contempt of Vice ; hence naturally will a-
w an Ambition 10 imitate the firlt, and thun the latter.  This
piil particularly hold true in high Charaéters, who, by their
ftation and Sphere of Action, ingrofs’the greateft Part of Hif-
ory to themfelves: The Condud and Behaviour of their Ancel-
b- i hiere jullly delineated, and expoted Yo their View, bs it
001 or bad: It a noble Set of Aftions {hine confpicuous in'the
wra_ters of ther immediate Predeceflors, thefe muft animate
hem o besiave worthy of their Onigin, that they may not prove
e ;onerute Branches of {o excellent a Stock. ror the higher
41 C stacion of the Perfon, the more conipicaous are his Virtues
| \ices; the Luitre of a Star or Coroict is {o far from cor-
@c:ling a wicked, mean, or fervile Part, that it places it in the
Eloaret and moft open Point of View. The mott profligate
Wretch in Deing, will tacitly admire a great and virtuods Cha-
alter; and even the Villain, who fees his Villainy detecred,
ind pictured out in Hittory, caanot forbear condemning, in the
Portraiture, his own hafe Aftions and Conduct: The Love of
> .07 Fome, fo natural to Mankind, will make fuch a Perfon de-
ire, at leaft, to reform his Life, if he has any Sparks of Virtue
Wetc in him; whatever {pecious Arguments he may ufé to per-
fade himiell; 74 ¢ iv is nething to him avbat Men fay or cwrite
b/ bim, wftcr be is dead, and bijond the Reach of Malice and
£ruy. :

Hisvory anfwers thefe two Purpofes of Infiruftion and A-

bmutement, as it difpiays an agreeable, and almoft wmfinite, Vari-
ety of Incidents; defiribes the various Changes and Viciffitudes
bf Fortune, with the caufes from which they flow ; and exhibits
e feveral Characers and Scenes of human Life. It is, in
Jhort, a great Step, by which we may attain to a competent
K 110w le ¢ of Mankind ; a Knowlege {o neceflary and ufeful in
L ife, t{;}at‘ ali Science and Learning without it, appears pedan-
Ric, in l’%umhcan‘t, and vain. )
In “Hutory we are prefented with a View of moft of thofe
paraicl Circumttances, in wh:ch we can poflibly be engaged
nd as ¢ exhiits Pacterns for owr Imitation, 1033t Hebvers Wi-

’

plication, or proves more inftruflive and enter-

reftions for our Conduét.  Probably a Man is more or lefs ford
of Hiftorical Reading, according to the Degrees of Virtue er
Vice he poffeffes. 1t is moft certain, that a Villain can never
be pleafed to fee himfe!f upbraided, and put to the Blufh, in e-
very Page ; every Sketch of his own deformed Characler, in
the Perion of another, fuch as he, muft give an Alarm to his
Confcience, and excite monftrous Ideas of his own Bafenefs and
Depravity. On the contrary, what a noble and rauonal Feaft
muit it be to a good Man, to find himfelf clafed with the
Friends of Licerty, Hononr, and Truth! Can he, without Emo-
tion and Tran{port, regard thofe antient Heror, who fought all
Opportunities to promote the public Good, whofe whole Life
was a Train of great and benevolent Aétions, and whofe gene-
rous and noble Sentiments made them even give up their Lives
for their Country ¥ Who can hear of Csdrus making 2 voluntary
Sacrifice of himielf, withoat Wonder and Surprize? Can the
Decii, thofe hereditary Deliverers of their Country, be fuffici-
ently admired? Is not the Charaéter of Timoleon an admirable
and cngaging Piftare? Is not the Life and glorious Actions of
the undaunted Leonidas, an unparallel’d Inftance of public Vir-
tue? How little, when compared with thefe, appeisthe Cha-
racters of a’ Cataline and Csfar, bafely endeavouring to fatisfy
their boundlefs and #icked Ambition, by infringing and deftroy-
ing the Libertics of a free Peaple ? How furprizing then is it to
find fo many followinfg the fame Courfe of Villainy, which has
ruined Thoufands before thern ? Since we muft approve a good
Charatter or Action, is it not much more natural to act upon
that Character, or_that Set of Actions; than to be guilty of .
what we cendems in others? .

I 1macine that if young People were put upon a right Me-
thod of reading Hiftory, it might be of fingular Advartage to
them, in the Cenduct of their future Actions: The Knowlege,
of Hifto:y does not et all confift in charging one’s Memory with
a Rabble of .£r=s, Names, and Events; a young Man who
hears himfelf applaided f.r thefe, and can by the Force of Me-
mory, bear a Saare in the Hiftorical Part of any Converfation,
may poflibly think himfelf an able and expert Hiftorian: But
to know Hiftory truly, is #o 4w Munkind, which is indeed the
Subject-Matier of it; itis so {?udy the Matives, Opinions, and
Pagffions of Menrind; and carefully to obferve how they operate
upon their various Tempers and Difpofitions; and to dia v ufe-
ful and inftrucivé Conclufions from thefe Obfervations. Young
and tender Minds fhould be taught to fall in Love with amiable
Characters, and habitually trained to at a parallel Part them-
felves, §f ever they fhall happeu to be placed in the fame Cir-
cumitances. [his alone renaers Hiftory inftrufting and divert-
ing at the fame Time., . . : i T
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