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SENJTE OF TH_,E UNITED STATES.

K aé‘ﬁcrcﬁ of Gen. S. Smith on British affairs.

q

Mr. Preﬁdcnt—'l he sub]:ct-now be-
: forc the. Senaute is, the third resolution

Teported by your committee on that part
of the message which relates to British
spoliations. The first resolution is a
- declaration of our neutral rights, and bas
passed the Senate unanimously. The
aemnd rcqucsts the President to send a

RN apecml mission to Great Britain to de-

mand restoratlon of property ualawfully
" taken froin our merchants, and by a peace-
ful arrangement to adjust all differences
subsisting between that nation and the
United States. The third is now before

- -;~~"-'f"~glf-eudenta . will -caly

usi— Iaviti-take leave to read-it:

claim as a rightin time of war as wellhs

ment it appears that Amertu‘ii'npo

‘péace whclfpcrmitted by the nations to | irom Great Britain one quarter of thé'

which ‘such colonjes belong
our-ships are found carrying the property
of the enemics of Great Britain, let
.t:em be pumshed, ‘we mican not tedefend
1nem

A firm fncndslup on the part of the
United States, is desirable with all na-
tions.
Britain. e can be mutually useful to
cach ‘other. " Qur uséfulness to her is
self--evident. Her friendship to us
would tend greatly to our happiness - and
Psace as n hation, and cnuld in no man-
ner operate to her mnjury. A mutual
food understanding appears to me so ne-
cessary to Great Britain, that no trifling
consmcmtwn Dught to induce her to dis-

) L e

_thc benefits which result to that nation
Mfrom our commerce. I have before
me the report of the secretary ot the
treasury calculated onan average of three

“years, by which I observe, that the |.

United States import annually from all
the world, to the amount of 75 mlllmns
of dollars, of which 36 millions are im_

ported from Great Briuain and her de.
ptndt:ncit.s ; 37,400,000 dollars there
ot belng actually of the articles manufac-
tured in fSreat_Britain.. Of the 75 mil-
lions ("our total impiores ) 28 millions are
articles re-exported, so that the true a-

With none more' than with Great

cto-enquire what are

If any of manufacturc: which she exports. For

all these 'advantages, Mr. President, and

‘surely thcy are ‘important, what: return

do wereceive ! 'We ought to expect that
which would be favorable. We receive
the reverse. How Great Britain con-

ducts herself towards us shallbe part of

my present enquiry,

Pending the last war between Great
Britain and France, the latter ordered
her cruizers to seize all goods, the manu-
facturcs of Great Britain, found on board
the ships of necutrals.” Great Britain
made this a pretext for levying a convoy
duty of one half per cent. on goods ex-
ported from Great Britain to the nations
of Europe, and one per cent. on similar

nltips wero (as was conceived) navigating

the seas fn perfect security.  What shall
“we call such conduct 2. . May we not _gay
that it was conduct wholly unworthy of a
great and powerful nation-?2- Is it such
conduct as can be approved by a people
30 just as the people of Great ‘Britnin ?
No, sir—It has been reprobated in Eng-
land in terms so strong and language so
just and proper, that it probably alarmed
the government. The book I hold in
my hand, called « War in Disguise;” was
published Immediately—a book, Mr.
President, eminently calculated ta seduce
and deceive the good people of England,
a book written in a style so seductive,
that you arc hurried along, and have
scarcely time to examine or detect the
mistatements it contains—It addresses it-

-goods-when exported tothe United-States. |-self to the-prejudices and-feelings_of the

We asked not their convoy, and seidom
accepted it., If convoys however were

given and accepted, there was some Tea-:
double as mych

son why we should pay
as was paid by the Europeans, becausc
‘the voyage was twice as leng.
every reason to expect that we should be
relicved from this imposition on'a peace.
We were dlsappomtcd In 1803, the

year of peace, it was changed by act of

parllammt from a convoy duty, toa duty
of exports, and thus was imposed upon
us witheut any assignable reason double
the duty payable by any other nation.

II1. 4¢ Resolved, That 1t 1s expedient
¢ to prohibit by law, the imdortation into
« the U. States, of any of the tollowing
¢ roods, wares, or merchandise, being
¢ the growth, produce: or munufactures
. ¢ of the United Kingdoms of G. Britain
¢¢.and Ireland, or-the dependencies there-
¢ of, that is to say, woolens, linens, hats,
¢ nails, looking glasses, rum, hardwarcs,
¢ slate, salt, ccal, boots, shoes, ribbons,
s¢ gilks, and plated and glass wares. The
¢ said prohibition to commence {rom the
u“ day of
“t unless previously thereto, equitable ar-
“ rangements shall be made between the
¢“two governments, on the differences
¢ gubsisting between them ; and to con-
& tinue until such arrangements shall be
" & agreed upon and settled.” '
~ This regolution is intended, Mr. I’rc-
sident, to afford aid to the negociation re-
commendsd in the second. Without
this aid, or something similar, I doubt
whether Great Britain would not calcu-
late, as herctofore, on an indeccisive
.character in our governient, on its in-
disposition to .leod any aid or protec-
tion to commerce—~and reasoning thus’
whether her minister might not be induc-
ed to believe, that he. could proceed in
. safety to the destruction of every part of

‘our commerce witih her enemies and their
 depandencies.  This measure, Mr. Presi-
dent, is called a war measure, Isit so ¢
IE it 13, then does Great Britain maintain
a comistant war measure against the United
States, for she at all times prohibits the
. “importation into her ports of every article
manufactured witlnn our country. She
even prohitits our provisions from being
consumed in her kingdoms, except waen
her wants compel her to admit them. If:
- then she kas set us the example, and has
1Jy her Jaws prohibited every article of
our: mannfacture from being admitted in-
: vto her kingdou.s, how can our pmlublung

a part of her manufactures {rom being
imported into'the United States, be consi-
dered as a war-measure ? This measure

2. is not intended to take effect immediately
«the-first of November ncxt is contem- .
plated, which will give full time for nego: * seven millions four hundred" ‘thousand

. ciation, and 'for Great .Britsin to reflect .

- Qn:her-cruel and - unnrovoked conduct to-

- . vrardy us<—a conduct ‘that has been highly

_reprobated 'in-England—a conduct " that
1hm examlntd hn but toa much the
appcamncc of dctc.rmmaunn ‘40 benefit
.bythe :plundcr of our property, without
- the autlmnty of law, and dir ecﬂy cone-

- trary tothe public. sanction, given to our

'neutri'l

ln“‘lﬂﬂ'l.

Som:: genﬁc.men anxious to-defeat dm :

dnuspre are. uttcmplmg tocreate.a d:ﬂ'cr-
tnce*b&n:cn sthe agricultural and com-
; ‘intetest, °, Such <conduct .is un-

'"'bfth: statcamm. ‘The -one is

Pmldcm, discuss a auh]cct s0
. e mmrL, that
x ,,3? )houlﬁl s’proposition-prevail,. it will be
' -thc u&rmcr.- The latter.can live within

' . ar . e A

mwhis awn ‘means;~ the merchant depr.nds

!rh commerce for his support,”‘and
ted that the

ground.-{. had.xx
ﬁoxfmould and 1

"*‘J'lu! given.
gil:mhants of. ourcounuy will.never

fqun1l frc:aﬂy to make acrifices for

l.h.*-

ght. with some

aur.fmct‘cha.lﬁl B8 carry

trade “in,_a correspondence held .
;" befween Lord Hawktsbury and Mr. I!ung |

t:ircrdy'f'eit by the merchant than

T believe however that °

uL good, than ‘their * [chow- .
.. towards "creating . that heavy’ apparent
' balance. of, trade B

isinot’ orrect. - Thereds a wide . But Tor those depre

mount of importation, for our own con-
sumption can only be estimated at 47 mil-
lions. Of this forty seven millions I am
convinced from the secretary’s rcpﬂrt,
that at least thirty two millions are im-
parted from Great Britain and her depen-
dencies, and consumed by our citizeus.
‘The total amount of exports of the native
products of the United States is near 40

‘millions of dollars, of which 20 millions

ol dollars are exported to Great Britain
and her dominions. Out of thissumn not
more than 15 millions of dollars can be

considered as a regular export for the

use of Great Dritain and her colonies.
For instance, the report of the secretary
states the valucof tobacco exported to G.
Britain on the average of 3 years,at 3,220-

.000 dollars, when I believe it will be ad-

mitted that not more than 14,000 hhds.

are estimated as her annual consumption.

Ships Ihaden with tobacco although they

clearout for England, in many dnstances

only call there for orders, and proceed to

the ports on the continent for the sale of
their cargoes. Provisions which canonly

be admitted into Great Britoin in times -
of real scarcity, cannot be considered as

an export to her, which may atall times

be calculated upon.

Thelr amount in the secretary’s report
is stated at 2,160,000. On this subjcct'I
will make one other observation—It 1is

this—that our exports are estimated at

their present prices. On a return of
peace those prices cannot be expected,
whereas the price of the geods i1mport-

now are. From this view of the subject,
and I believe it correct, it will appear that
the United States nmpurt from Great’
Britain and her posscssions,. nhearly one
half the amount of her total unports, ncar
two-thirds of all that we import for our

- own use and consumption, and that Great

Britain and her dependencies do- not
consume of our products more than one
half of the amount of what we import
from lier. By the same report it will be
sven that Great Brituin exports to the
United States of her manufactures twenty-

dollars, and consames only 9 millions
independent of her colonies, and deduct-

_ing as before stated for tnbacco not used,
- and provisions only admitted intimes of

scarcity. ‘To make up the ballance which
we are thus indeLted to Great Britain,
our merchants are compelled to exercise
their talens and their enterprise in
‘seeking other markets, in doing which
in a. Eur and legal manner; and as
sanctioned by .Great Britain in 1801,
their ships have been met by the British
cruizers, carried into port and con-
demned, under the pretext of new prin-
ciples héretofore - unknown to them.
And yet, Mr. President, with all their
.mdustry the bnlanc:: of trade appears
by thie secretary’s report, to be against
the United States. The seccretary has
assigned souixl reasons to shew how this
dcﬁmtncy stated by him - of 7 millions

against the United States may be ac-

. counted for—He might have added, that
" ‘the plunder. committed on us by the bel.

ligerents - had “essentlally. centrihuted to
create that balance. He -might with
truth have said, that the seizure and’ un-
lawful condemnation of the ships and
cargoes of citizens of the United States
by the powers at war, had added 'at least
6 million of dollars {n the three years,

pgainst ‘our coudtry.
dations the balance
would certainly have bcr.n much :less.

-er to state some facts.:

‘neutralised the'

Gmrﬁmnm—ﬁmimg—rhurwc—t&md y-sut

mitted to this injury, dil in 1803, by act
of parliament, levy anew duty on exports,
In which she imposed on her goods ex-
ported to Lurope a duty of one per cent.
and on goods exported to the United
States three per cent. By the first act
we are charged double the duty paid by
other nations, and by the second we are
compelled to pay three times the amount
ot duty paid by other powers. Itappears
by the report’ of the secrectary of state
glnow before me) this tax raised arevenue

m the United States ot 552,727 dol-
lars. I had stated on a former occasion
that it amounted to 2 much greater sum ;
but I had calcutated that the duty had
been charged on every article exported.
The secretary’s report says, it is hot, and
yet I do believe that our mcrchants"pay
on the amount of their invoices. On
this subject 1 may be mistaken, and there-
fore take the st.crctary s report for my
gulde. -

[It may here he proper to remark
that Ireland remonstrated against this ex-
port duty, and it was immediately taken
off her linen. . Irelsnd will complain
loudly 1f vou passthis rcsolulmn, and she
will be heard. ]

On whom, Mr. President, does this
half million fall 1 Not oan the merchant.

No, sir ¢he puts it on the goods and adds
a rcasonable profit thereto. The people

-of the United States thus taxed to an a-
“mount that wnuld have causcd A revolt,

hud Great Britain 1mposed it whcn we

_were colonies.
ed, will continue at least as high as they |

Independent—we fold our arms and
tumely submit. Had no new grievances
occurred, I jntended to have proposed at
this season, the very measure now before
the Senate, and therefore did call at the
last cession for the reportsof the secreta-

rics of state and treasury, which I have

rcferred to. This unwarrantable conduct
I had considered of itself sufficient to in-
duce a recrimination, similar to the reso-
lution now under consideration. But to
this, Great Britain has added ‘other and
more serious injuries, such as we have
declared in our first resolution to be a

' violation of our neutral rights and an

encroachment on our national "independ-
ence.”” She has assumed the principle

that neutrals have no right to a trade with .
~ her enemies in times ol war, not permit-

The Sen-
ate have unammously declared that this

ted to them intimes of peace.

principle is unjust and contrary to the
law of pations. Ihave therefore no occa.
sion to go into the consideration of this
novel doctrine ; it tnay however be prop-

sion was had in an inferior court, bottom-
cd on thisdoctrine ;an appeal to the supe-
rior court brought the case to the know.
ledge of our minister, Mr. King ; heim-
mediately remonstrated against 1t, . and
after discussion, it was admitted that ijt
was not lawful to carry the doctrine to
the extent claimed..  Such was the writ-
ten opinion of the attorny gcncnl of Great
Britain.
ically alatt':d-thnt neutrals were author-
ised to trade freely
try to a bclllgerem’s .colony | (although
such'trade was not pcrmnllcd in time of

| peace) and from such colony back to such
.goods must

neutral country, where. .the .

be landed and the duties pald or secured
to be paid a

might be rmsluppcd in " the same vedscl
in wluch they were imported™ or . in any

other ship to sny, country. ' “This opinion

of thtattorney general wasconndcrcd by
as ‘if |

We had

In 1801, a deci~

. In that opinion 1t’ was emphat-

from their own coun-’

greeably tolaw—that this act
property; and the goods

Lnglish nation, and may have had its .efe
fect there—Nay, even here I find some
gentlemen have taken for truths assuined
facts, and hayeattended perhaps too much
without examining the facts, to the rea-
sonings adduced therefrom. And yet,
Mr. Pres:dcnt, the American reader has
full warning, for in the 37th page we are
gravely told, that the frugal citizensof A-
merica make molasses{or the most part
their substitute for sugar, and have learnt
from habits to prefer it to that more coste.
article. A story so-palpably false, and
foolish ought to induce the reader to be

-autious-of placing much confidence in

stons in. thu Wa} woilld be attein ted.
—The merchant understands higinterest
tao. well, to commit such an act of fMliv,
I think it however not impmhablc that .
few vesscels, that had sulled in the year of
peace, 1802, and returned in 1803, it
have procecded to Europe without lamlmg
their cargoes.  But, Mr. President, when -
a cargo arrives whichis intend=d for sale,

| or.to be landedl for any other purpose,

there is but one ntode o, acting. The
owner enters : his goods at the custome
house, and gives:bond with sufficient se-
curity, or pays the duties agreeably - to
law, and puts the goods into his own
stores ; it he sclls them to a persoa wha
means to export, or intends to expare
them himselfy a declarution  thereof {s
made at the custom liouse, and the goods
are slnppcd under the inspeciion of the
ers. When on board thé
owner and master give "bond that such
poods shall not be re-landed within the
United States, which bond i3 cancelled on
certificates being produced from our cone
suls ut the port of dolivery, that such car-.
go has been Janded 1o such port.  Debene
tures for drawbuck of duties on goods so
exported, are granted by the collector,
made pavable on the same dayson which
the bonds given for the duty, inward shill
become due, which debentures are trans—
ferable, but are not payableuntil the bouds
on which they are issued shall be puid,

This hus been nur u‘uinrm Rw and prace
tice, and nut made for a canwmmcc' 1o ane

other assertions of the writer, especially
where those assertions are calculated to
injure the interest aud honor of our coun-
try. The writer appears to have believ-
ed that our revenue laws and those of G.
Britain were similar, and he¢ has drawn
his arguments of course from . false pre-
mises.  In page 59 he says—¢ on the
arrival of a cargo destined forexportation
they were allowed to land the goods and
even put themn in private ware houscs
without paying any part of the duties,
and without any farther . trouble than that
of giving a bond with condition that if the
gOOtlh should nothe re-exported the du-
ties should be paid. Now, sir, every body
knows this to be mistated. In . England
the merchant can enter his goods for ex-
portation and land the goods for exporta-
tion and load the same; in the United
States he cannot.  If landed at all they
must pay, or secure the payment of the
duties in the same manrfer as all import-
ations are conducted. There arenot two
modues of entering goods thatare to bc
landed in the United States.

In page 61, the writer in the case of
the Essex, OQrne, says, ¢ in this case was
found an afhdavit of the owner, stating
that the goodshad been laden on board
from stores in Salem, and that the duties
were sccured or paid acording . to law.

Yet it afterwards appeared on his ownad-
mission, that he had only given the usual

bond on the entry of the cargo from
Buarcelona; which we have seen, s a se-

curity to re-export rather than to pay du-
ties on the cargo, and which had accor-
dingly been cancelled on the re-exporta-
tion*’ No, sir, we have seen no such thing,
no such bond would be taken under our
laws, no such bond 1 will ven"urc to as-
sert has ever been taken, and this the
writer might have known, for a certified
extract of our law on that particular case
of our practice under the law was sent
trom the department of state to G. Bri-
tain to meet this very case. In page 62.
he proceeds with the same error, thus-—
¢¢ When it was found that the duties had
been secured, not in a_way applicable- to
goods meant to be sold in America, but in
a mode devised for the special conve-
nience of importers intending re-cxporta.
tion, the suspicion that the claimant ori-
ginally meant to continue the voyage, as
he eventually did, was obviously strength-
ened, if not absolutely confirmed.” It is
nat true, Mr. President, that any new
mode has been devised for the special.
convenience of importers intending a re-
exportation. The mode pracuccd now
is the same that has been invariably
practisedin the custom houses. I never

have known any other. I will state the
practice under the laws for the informa.

tion of gentlemen who may not have
turned theirattention to the subject. On
the arrival of a vessel in any ol the ports.

of the U. S. the master presents himself

at the customhouse, and delivers to the
collector a manifest of his cargo-;.in that
manifest, if the cargo is intended for- ree

_exportation, it is so declared, i which

case an inspector remains on board such
vessel until she departs; no partthecargo,
30 declared for exportation can bt.'.‘-land-

‘ed, no bond for duties is taken, nor any o<

ther bond except one conditioned,: that
no part of such:ca :hall"be“landcd
within the U. S. 7*Few vessels make usc

(in time of war) ol'thu privilege, except .

those which come from aneutral ‘countty .
or from " the -possessions of G: Britain;;
Those mierchants who  are acquainted

‘with the British system, & whose véssels

arnve in our

‘goes p

“cbes actually

swer /xrumt Nturfivees,  The writer of
“ Warin l)ngum...” as already observed,
has taken his premises from English 1aw,
and not from our Jaws ; ; he has therefore
reasoned on f{ulse preraises, has probably
decetved bims:If and certuinly Irus deceive
¢l others.  T'he book, Mr. President, is
filled with mistatements of our laws and
practices under them ; but T cunnot pre-
sume on the patlcncc of the Senete to
tuke up their time in detecting every er-
ror. The writer has assumcd: for fact,
that there must be a great deal of Dut-"h,
French and Spanish property collusively
covered by the American merchants ; for
he says—* \Where can Amecrica have
¢ found a capital, or credit, adequate to
‘“ the vast magnitude of her present in-
“ vestments, by what means could these
“ new merchants of the United States be
“ able to purchase all the costly exports
¢ of the Spanish colonics, &c. &c. .
Nay, Mr. President, I have heard a gene
tleman in another body triumphantly ask,
where heve theee merchants found cu[ntal
to carry on the trade of the world 2 Mr.
President, a stranger travelling in South
Carolina and Geoigia, nught with equal
propricty ask, whence has aiisen the ime
mense wealth I now see? But a few
ycars past, and your planters were not
more rich than their neighbors. Now

they abound in wealth. The answer
would be casy. We have adopted a new

article of agriculture ; our climate and
soil is found proper for cotton, we culti-
vate that valuable article, and it has yicld-
ed great profit.  The merchint has his
answer as reatly, to wit : there has beéh
a war of more than 12 years in Europe,
our country has been ncutral, which . has
given us new seas to navigate and new

sources of commerce to pursue ; we have

pursued them with cff’cct,‘and'our_capitnl
has kept peace with our views, thus exe-
tended by our peculiarly fortunate situati.
on. But, sir, how 1s our commmerce care
ried on ! Whence our means? It is
conducted, Mr, President, (with few ex-
ceptions) not more than a drop in the .
ocean, by American citizens, for their
account only, and not on account of fo-
reigners. In addition to the capital of the
merchants, therd s a bank capital in the
United States, of at least fifty -millions of -
dollars, very little of which is owned by
the active and enterprising merchants,
from which they derive great advantages.
But, sir, this trade to the Spanish and
French colonies in the West Indies and
on the main, is carried on with very little
American capital. The German mer-
chants export to the United States anpu-
ally, to the amount of seven millions, in
goods peculiasly adapted to the trade and
taste of the colonles of Spain and France.
Those goeds are generally sold at six
montKs and at* elght months credit, care
er for those markets, are made
up principally .of such . goods; - ‘aasorted -

“with large quantities of British- manufac-

tures, purchased at a similar credit; some
claret, flour and salted provisions- { the . -
returns for such cargoes are -made in su.
gar and coffec, which may fairly be ex-
-pected to arrive in three, four or five
manths, of course in* full time to: mcct...
‘the payment of the goods purchased ona-
credit. "It will® be scen, Mr. President, "
b}' d’lll VIEW’ and it 18 correct, lh‘t thﬁ
ch Indla trade may be, and iu most
s carricd on, with very lits
‘tle.of the active capital of our. merchants, .
'I‘.he trade to; the Isle of Francels wrldd
“on also, i’ i)‘u-r b{ a credit “obtained on
. English gdod jch°is found. to. haﬁg

. :
. -
Mg o s . PP S S S

e Yetween thgumxng_gnde and -

| thc merchants of the Unitcd Statg
mefeelf. 1T *carrying

a'rv% W

.answered thnt markct. I-have: lmo
‘one cargo go to that island of British himae
;dufacturcs, which cdst.in London 10,000 -~ -
pounds sierling, and which was*zold’ s ;‘
mcdultcl Cargoes of such good L ,;;
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