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{casom, cquity, and law. b s In the controversics v}'luch have exist- commerce ey R s thereyenue of the Union s collz. tac : wndl this
' Your memorialis's contend for noinno- | ed at different times, for extending the ¢ If our commerce with the cngmies of- oporton is understoad to be relatively in.
v ions an the law of nations; and, ex- privileges 0[ neutral vesscls, and limiting . Great Britain may notv be confined to the creasing, —Bit while we are grateful {ur (iese
cept where special treatics have prejerib- )

“system establishe  in time of peace, may
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distinguished advantages of nature, pur satis.

'the grounds ot capture, we tuke no part: faction is diminished, by reflacting on their in-
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- MEMORIAL |

Of the Merckante of the City
To thc pr&sidcnt of the United States, &
 the Senate & House of Representatives
of the United States of America, in

Congress assembled @ the Memoriul of

- the Merchants of the city of New York.

YOUR Memorialists beg leave respect-

‘fully ro approach the Government of theis
country, on subjccts of preut importance,
which nave affccted their-iinds with the
deepest anxicty and alarm. bis
 Confidiag in toe justice and friendly
dispusitions of the Go ‘erminent of Great-

Brit4in, and entertatning a correspondetn

<of M. York,

expectation that no unusual restrictions
would be imposed on Neutral Conrmerce,
without adequate motives and the most
ampl: notice ; presuming especially, that
~commercial enterprises, commenced un-
“der the saaction of ¢stablishe') principlcs,
would ‘on no account be affected by a
change of system; your men.orialists
Iave emnnloyed a vast capital in import-
ng various colonial praductions, the surs.
plus of which, exceeding the demanids of
of this country, they have been accust nn-
ed to export ff'cely to the diffcrent mar-
~ kets of Europe. |
After this commerce had.bren prose-
<cuted without restriction for several
years, and had attached a great propor-
tion of their weulth ;
had assumed. immence respon-ibilities,
grounded on an opinion, that this trade
- was strictly regular 3 having never re-
-ceived the slifphtest intimation, that it
could be deemed incompatible with the
rights of a belligerent nation, they have
been suddently confounded. byunexpect-
ed intelligence. of the arrestation on the
high scas, of a large portion of their pro-
perty, which had been embarked with
the most unsuspecting confideace.
The feelings of your memorialists are
. not only cxcited, by the losses which they
. have actually. sustained, in consequence
of a mcasure unsusceptible of previous
calculation, but »lso from the state of un-
certainty in which they are placed, with
respect to futirre commerciul operations.
- Your memorialists hare heretofore
belicved, that commerce between the U.
Stutes nned colonies subject to the ene-

after their 1nsurers.

eu o alibzeenerule, they adonit that they
may lawlully be restratned lrom trans-
porting the property of the parties en-
gaged in war. . In the recent decision
which prohibits an imperter of colonial
produce drom exporting it to LEurope,

+ they however perceive with concern, ei-

ther a nugatory and vexations regulation,

‘or . meattated blow, at what they deem

an incontestible and valuable right.

H :r tolore thete existed clear and ob-
vious circumstancesof discrimination, be<
tuee the direct trade, - which Great Bri-

taia has assumed the right of denying to

neutrals, and the indirect or circuitous
¢rade, which she admits tobe lawful. The
direct trade could be performed by a sin-
gle shipment or voyage; whercas, the
circuitous trade subjected the property to
double freiprhts and lnsurances, to deduc-
tions in favour of the revenue, and various

otiier expsnc:s in this country.

If the arrival of a ship in the country
to which it belongs; the landing ol the
cargo ; the insp.ction of the Custom
[House ; the payment or security of du-
tics ; do not terminate a voyage ; then
we confess our ignorance on a point,
whiclh, never having been before question-

vd, hus been assumed by usas an acknow-
the entry tor exportation §

edged truth.
the embarkution of merchandize ; the re-
inspection of the Customm Hbouse'; the
bond fur securing a delivery in a foreign
couiry, and a public ciearance, do not

indicate the commencement of u new voy-

age, then we are yet to learn the mean-
1og of the expression. If all the forma-
lities and sanctions established for the se-
curity of our rcvenue ; it operations of
1immense magonitude, transacted with the

greatest publicity, and witiiout any mo-

tive for concecalment, are comsidered as
unreal representations, and merely co-
idurable. and fraudulent contrivances to
cover an illicit trade, between the colonies
and the parent countrics of the enciies
of Gr.at Britala; then it becomes heces-
sary, u-thin regard toour characters and

1 toiests, to Liquirey, whether the new re-

@it (tiois vstablish a more - efinite cnteri-
oa for the discovery of truth?

We repel wiwh indignation t* e sugges-
tion, that (h.: trans-s.aipment of property
for u forcign muarket, by the oAginal im-
porter, 1s evidence of fraud or chicane ;
or tuat, unsupported by other circumstan-
Cesy it can justity u suspicion, that it is
other thun Reutral. I our opinion, any
discrimiuation between thie rigits of an
Linporilay merchant, und a vendee in the
United otates, is manitestly fallacious, as

it virieally asserts, that the foriner can
exercise ouly an imperfect dominion over

propaity lawlully ucquiied, anu possess.
ed 1a this country, while at the sametime
he cau convey to the latter atitle to a
priviicge nor enjoyeu by bhimsclf ¢ in
shiorty that u trade is unlawful, when the

we appeal to'the old law. 1fneutralrights
can be reduced within more confined li-
mits than this law prescribes, we perceive

.not bow, amidst the collisions of national

Ainterestsy any neutral commerce can ex-
1st, cven inour native productions.

If it be intimated, that neutrals should
be confined to a commerce with such pla-

lowed I1n peace, by the municipal regula-
tions of the countries engaged’in war;
the doctrine may be repelled by the noto-
rious fact, that no such principle has go-
verned the condugt of nutions, during any
wars in which they have been engaged ;
all were free to vary, and all in fuct have
varied, their commercial systems : what-
ever theoretical opinions may therefore
have been advanced, there has existed no
such practical rule, and to set up such a
rule, under the unparalleled circumstan-
ces of the present war, must infallibly
destroy the commerce of this country.

It 1s a well known fact, that the people
of the United States export to foreign
countries a greater proportivn of the ag-

gregate annual value of the products of
their industry, than any other people of

the globe; they are consequently most
deeply interested in the security and free-
dom ol therr trade: 1n short, being al-
most exclusively anagricultural andcoms-
merclil people, those parts of our coun-
try, which, from receht settlement, or
from other circumstances, are wholly
agric: Itural, are more immediately in-
terested than any other, as they are in a
greater degree d:pendent on foreign sup-
plies, and consequently most liable to be
affccted, by uny vibrations of tlie com-
merciil system. 7 ,
As our manufactures do not flourish in
proportiot to the progress of our popula-
tion, wealth, and luxury, the necessity of
extending our commerce 1s constantly in-
creasing. o
~ The basis of all our trade is the aggre-
gate value of our native productions, ex-
ceeding what areconsumed in the United
Stutes : these are exported to various

3 - * " B L
ountries, from which we receive supplies

for domestic use, or other articles for ux-
joration. A very great proportion of ull
the results of eur commerce with the
world, centre in the dominions of Great
Britain, and we receive alinost exclusive-

Iy trom taat country, our cloathing, and

other necessary manufactures.

By the eveiits of the late and present
war, manhy countries with which we pro-
s.cuted an increasing trade, have been
eitj er diverted from munufacturiag pur-

;uits, or have been greatly impoverished,

or couquered and subjected to the coloni-
al systems of Great Brituin,

Waith these preliminary: facts in view,
we request permission to detail some of
the most importaiit’conscquences of the
a.sumed rule, that neutrals may be res-

k : ples of our commerce :
ces, and 1n such articles only|"&s were al- -

we not apprehend that the principl: will

be retaliated in respect to our commerce
with the colonies of Great Britain ? In

~that case, what can ensue but war, pilluge

23d devastation ? :

Tiese are not imeginary suppositions :
they ilustrate the most important princi-
they ¢vince the

necessity of a circuitous trade, to enable .

us to realise the great value of exports
In our native productions, by which alone

we acquire the power to liquidate theba-

lance against us, in our commerce with
Great Britain : they demonstrate, that
the position ag:inst which we contend,
1s not a rule which is unequal and unjust.

But still we have other and more for-
cible objections ; the concession which is
required, would deprive us of many ad-

vantages, connected with our local situa- |

tion, our enterprise, our wealth, and our
fortune ; It would require us to divert
much of our capital and industry to new

employments 3 It would amount to an a-

bandonnient of views, as a commercial
\ o et . .

people, and might involve usin danger-

ous controversies, by avirtual admission,

that any: essential artic'es of supply may,

laced in a state of inhibition, equjvalgnt
to Deing declared contraband of waur.
Hitherto we bave regarded itas a pecu-
liar fulicity incident to our neutral &uatioan
thut'it was equally bencficientto oursilves,
and to all the parties with whom we are
connected ¢ the articles exuvorted by us
to the encmies of Great Britain, being
cotivenient supplivs, promised to secure
to our ships 11 theirportsa welcome re
ception and hospitable treatment. Astle
direct rcturns for these exports were in-
considerable, and as the preducts were
almost exclusively remitted to Great Diri-
tain, and thereby apyplied in paymeoent.for
manufactures purchased on our accouns,

security ; for in proportion as the resources of
our country accumulate to this point, is (he

~ hazand, that tiley may present a temntation to

rapacity, and become the prize of violence.
Without recurcing to thcrexpsrience of Past
timas fur peoofs, that no nation can lone main-
tiin an extensive comineree, without well de-
feaded seu-ports, and un efficient military ma.
Fine, we are admonished by the new and por.
teatans aspect of Evrope, and the alarmning

prevalence of piracy in the West Ind cs, that

energetic measuresof’ defence have become
indispensablv necegsary,

We presmine not to ex2ress any opinion pe.
specting tae degie: of force, of _which the

- permanent navy ought to consist ; and being

sensible that delayvs must attznd the ¢oinstruc.
tion of snitahle detnces for oar port, we shall
rest salsied, when we perceivae that these
measures are cominenced-in a manner, and

- upona scale, which will assure to us aneflicient

completion.

Such however, is the present organized force
_ﬂf' _the United States, that we slionld consider
it incons:stent - with the honor, interests, op
sccurity of our country, to parley with the
{m:ntm_ of the West Indies, whose conduct
remng anconsistent with any known rules of
Lawtul wartare, cannot bave been authorized by
any civilized nation towards another nation, ih

_ astate of poace. Qur vessels, while plirsiing

a luwful trade, have been piratically seized ;

. ther cargoes have been foreibly ta en away
at the pl:asure of a belligerent nation, be

and distributed, without even the furm of 2 -

tital; the vess:li in many instances sunk and

, 4 "o - JI ot &
property ; all these outrages have been exer-
cised upon innocent and defenceless men, ag-
gravated by anprecedented circumstances of
insul', eporession, and barbarity. Some of these
violences have been committed on visscls,
which were captured within sight of our Liar-
bors ; an. the yreat scene of these unparallel.
el enormities, iy the island of Cuba, which
conmands the only avenue by which we
preserve a commercial connexion with our
brethren of the Western States : a connexion
which we cherish with ardor, 29 a source of
mutual advantage, and a bond of permanent
Uunion | | '

But it i3 not on account of our pecuniary
losses alone that we compliin.  The constancy

and valor of the scamen of the Uiited States,

* . . 2 e . 1 e o ' al
we considered ourselves surve’ of recejv- | 4 Justly themes of. patriotic exultation.—

ing from them, at least, that degree of -
protection, which was recommended by

a regard to mutual interests,

It 13 hewever with much surprise that we
have recently discovered, that the very circumn.
stances upon which our hopes of security were

repased, have been urged as arguments to jus.

tify an invusion of our ri kts, and that, hav ny
totally suppressed the external commerce of her
enemies, Great Britain is now counsellad to ap-
propriate to herself that of herfricnds
true that, as exporters of certain articles to the
ultimate marke's our interests are in collision
with hers ; vet it eught to be recollected, that

it is a particular and minor interest only which .

sufiers, and that the disadruntage is a necessary

~conse uence of her colonial system ; that the

F*ne'ral results of our commerce are greatly in
ier favour ; that they invigorate her m:oufuc.

turing interests, which are the great basis of

her wealth : and that these interests can. never
he promated by the impoverishment of her best
cus‘omers. Surely the security of neutral ripghits
ought not to diminish, as their value isaugmaent.
ed : surely a maritime prei.ondcrancy, which
enables its possessor to blockade amyof {he
ports of its enemies, conveys nn just title to a

If itbe | R
{ such as requires all the prudeace, the wisdmn,

From their counexion with us, we considar

A i

tneir cause as our cause, their rights as our

]ﬂﬂ‘ﬂ.—*ﬂ!l&--ﬂwir HIterests ay our—interesta———
O1

rfechings are indignunt at the recitud of their
wrongy 3 anl we 1equest, in addition to the
pretection of anaval force, that, at leastin the
Ainciican seas, our brave counteyvmen mav be
prritted to display their energy in their own
defence. | | b,

Your memborialists conclude with remarkiog,
that they deem the peesent sitation of puilic
aliairs to he pecwiarl: eritical and perilous, and

and encrgy of Gowernment, supported by tha
co-operition of all poad citizens. By mntusl
excriions, underthe benign jnfuence of Provie
(lence, upon this kitherto ravored nation, we
hope the clouds which threaten to obscure its

prosperity, may be dispelled ;Td we pleage

ovr united support in favour of ai! ineasurcs
mlup@d to vindicate and securc the just _I‘ightl
of vur country, |
And your Mcemorialists, as in duty
bound, will ever pray, ete,
Si-ned by the unanimous order, and on be-
haifol a enitral m-et'ng ofthe Merchintiof
t ¢ city of New-York, convenel.on the 26th
Dzcember, 18)85. 5

| Jonn Broowe, Chairman._ .
_ Oliver Wolcott, john Franklin, William
Edgar, lszac Lawrencs, Thomas Car-

“advantuge 1s to result to one p.rson, but
may be rendered lawlul, by biing partici
| patca with anothier.” 7

trained, in time of war, fo their accustomed mcnop W of the commerce of the world !
t-adein sime of ficace. T he -injustice—of 1—Inthe tist of our complaints, we cannot for.
sich a rule, in relation to *the United | bear to cnumerate. the humilating and appres.

mics of Great-Britain, when buma fide
pros~cuted on their own account, would
o perfectly safe from interruption: They

i

. have also beieved, that 4l artiedes, which

might be sccurely imrosTED in the U.

- States, might be assecurely ExPoRTED ;
vwith the exceptions well undersiood,

‘both in respect to the import and export
- trade, of commerce with places blockad-

" «ed, orin articles contraband of war,

. In a recent inlcrpn..taf'ion of Wh;tt! 5
- considered by the tribunals of Ge ot
-~ Britain as a direct trade, between the

. .colonies and the parent countrirs of t!ci:

« enemies, your wmemorialists perceive

“with " concern, the developement of a
~yprirciple, which, if conceded on the pur
*-of the United Statcs, must prove fital to

7" their commerclil importance.

If the hew doctrine is executed in the
miid.-st form, s operation must be big'i-
ly 1ijurious, by originating new questions
for hitijp.tons, und of course,. subjecting
all our conmerce to hew hazacds of in-

terruption. We presume not, Lowevery to

comprehend, to what extent, or in what
naiiner, the principle will be applicd:

~We perceivey that e andnt Jdba-mack

has been removed, but we seck in  vain

tur « beacon to dir ct our course ;—Ilve

inquire whetlier a doua-fide sule and deli-

vory of mercandiz:, by «b importer, be-

Ing a citiz.n, to anotucr khown ci'izen
of the United States, for a valuuble ¢ n-
sideration, will, as in ordinary cases, be

& . - : o R i . : vk
It isunderstood to have been decided,-| conclusive eviuence-of a trunsfer of pro-

perty, und the answeér 1s uffirmative ; then

States, will be more manifest ;¢ the indi-
viduuls empl yed in commerce; would
not alone Le affeeted @ all the internal re-
lutions of our country would be disturbed :
tne Interests of those districts which are
most remote from our princifal ports,
would, in proportion to their dependence
on fureign supplics, be most severely de-
pressed. ' .

Ti e effccts of war cannot be confined
to the countries engaged in war. The
value of mourey ; the price of labour ;
the rates of treight and insurance, are by
war enhanced throughout the world :
all articles of merchandize, both export
and import, are variously affected, in their
auantities and valuey, by new wants ; by
the relinquishment of former pursuits,

stve conduct of ships of war, in the vicinity of”

our coasts and harbours. We respect the prin.
ciple, and emulate the conduct of Great Bri.
tain, in regard to her own jurisdiction, and we
wish merely to claim for ourselves the same
measure of justice which e¢he -exacts ' from
others ? -

But while we contend that we ought not to be
exposed to humiliating inquigitions in the verge
of our port, which by means of secret conneni.
ons with ourcity, ‘may be rendered conducive
to the indulgence of partiality, favour, or ma-
lice, we disavow every wish to-divest the belli.

rent nations of their rights. I, in particular
instances, the American tlag, and the charac-
ter of an American merchant, hive been pros-
titu:ted to unworthy purposes, we declire the
individuals thus guilty to be our enemies, and
we wish not to'screen them from the just con-
sequences of their misconduct. -We also as.

sert, that 2 comprehensive view of our com.

perter, Honry L Wyckoff, Jolin Tayvlor,
Thomus Farmer, Geo M. Woolsey, D.vid
M. Clurkson, Robert 4.¢nox, Goold Hoyt,
Elisha Coit, Joun B. Murray, Leflert Lef-
‘ferts, Samuel A. Lawrence, Samuel Rus-
scd, Jouseph Blackwell, Johd Murrav, M.
Clarkson, John B. Coles, Arclubald,

- Gracie, Wm \W. Wooisey,--Benjamin
- Minturn, Wm. Bavard, Gulian Ludlow,
Ebenezer Stevens, Rennsseluer Havehs,
Wm. Lovett, Gen. Griswold, Henry Post,
jun. Jetin R. Livingston, Daniel Ludlow,
-~ Wm. Henderson, James Arden, John P,
Mumford, Benjamin' B iley, Wynant Van
Zant, junior, John De Peyster, Isuac
Clason, E !mund Sciman, PeterSchermer-
horne, James Scott, Charles M‘Evers, jta.
Johin Kane Jolun Clendining, Willlam
Cocman. e e il

. . —Commiitee.

" that whenever it appcarsto b= theintenti-
onof the importer of colonial proiuce,
1o gxport the same to Europe ; ory when-
wever itis 80 exported by the original 1m-
Jporter, such inteniion or. exportation.
shall be evidence of a direct trade, and
~ subject the propeity, though neutral, to
. xconhfiscatién. |
" Your. memorialists consider it their.
- bouden duty to themseclves and their
‘. country, to express their most decided
. _opn~sition to thie decision. .
. .. Asto the evi ence rising. from the | i, ; — —_— ~acedir - marl]
%,/ suppé «ed intemion oi-an_importer, they |- - But these embarrassments, though per- | ously im;ossible, therefore, to confine
| . Teadilyadunity that the great Juintities of | plexing and vexativus, .re not those which'|* the United States, in time of war, amidst

2L, Laeelanial produce, which are acquired by | principally occusion our solicitude. We.| all these changes and disadvantages, to

e Y T means of:the Ametican’ commerce, ex< | are compelled to Consider the late” deci- | th.ir aceus omed trade in.time .of fieace, | inthis country than in Great-Britains and if no | with: Pearl—The finder thereof will be s |

3L D eerding, the demand fur consumption in | sivns 6f the” British tribunals, 48 prelimi- | withour desti oying all trade. *~ W’T‘mlmf . fhltf.'hquy mp".’"'i']wtﬂ“r“hm- asto leave it withthe Editorof the Amenican,

iepii i .o the Urited States, will fairly justify a ge- | nary steps towards a system for control-| Ifin conseéquence of the war, certain e m e et e e N o ot pot | Whois authorised to makea auitablo compen- |

{3 . meral presumptian, thit the surplus i ul- | ing-the Importations and cxportations of | articles usually exportculfrom the United | ol pursiculsresceptions: +Thisconclusioniny | * Tamwary 8 20 g

e timately d,cstincd for the: Eutopeap muar- colouisl pruductionsy gnd thereby anuihi- | Statesto countrivs from which we receiv- | thatthe American commerce is oneofthegreat 2 —

ae by, o - kets. They assert, however, that the in< | luting the niost:lucrutive branches of our | ed necessary supplies, cease to be de- links which connect those interests of civilized ADVERTISEMENT.

Lo e gontion of a mérhant, in, respect to the it | munded in these couhtries, may:we- not | natioris,'which wars ought not to disturb : that HE subacriber respectfully informs the .
. R public that he has openiéd shop at No.
92, Market-street, one door below his furmer .

) loreign .ommerce, ¢
) ‘-‘!}"';: e o . » g i1 ad B e - : [ o 1 ride - oy ' - * 9- to b thi' E’l\k will ‘ m de‘tr“y .'ll come-
B o snconei| four of Great Biuin s S i |/ o ey amicles and thershy obtin | e, e, 4 sioymiunde:
| ' shop, and in the store furmerly occupied by
Messrs. CALHOUN & LAMMOT, wirre he

9 "siafrgm the natare: ol things;: be ‘inconclu<.| vour ol Great Brituin ; still we might cs we ne ‘stading with Great-Britain would prove fatal
g If atticles usually imported into the
will exccute with punctuality. and-dispatch,

- merce, affords, conclusive evidence that of the
property circulated through this port, the pre-
portion whieh can possibly belong to the ene-
mies of Great-Britain, is an object uuworthy
the sttention of a great power ;-especially, if in
a rigorous pursuit of its striét rights, it incurs
the hazard of ‘forfeiting the esteem of its
friends. ¢ ~

1f, tRerefore, the mode in which the Ameri.
can commerce is prosecuted, is allowed by the \ |
law of nations ; if irrefragable evidence ariscs 40 boxes Brown Soap. -
from our sitnation, wants, and: necess con- *January 6 ¢ dé®
nexions with tl;e rest :g tl"ie world, that it is sl : "
most exclusive unded on American capi- bt K e ' T -
tal 1 if thesuggestions, that we are themere | = A Topaz Ear Ring
‘sgents of fore: ¢rs, are ungencrous imult':. SET WITH PFrARL. |
contrived as 1p.logics for injuses ;- if frauds in LOST at Mrs. Groombridpe’s examination
relationto forejgn trusts, are not more frequent on Saturday night, a Topaz Ear Rin 2 2ot

and by the new direction which is there-
by giventothe industry of different nati-
0:16. - Other  conscquences result from
the effccts of war®; as the tmpoverish-
.ment of some, and the agrandiszement
of other countries : also, from the ac-
kiowledged right of belligerent nations
to wterdict commerce in contraband arti-
cles, and to institute blockades.: This
last right is highly injurious to“neutrals,
as it fr. quently restrains them from pro-
eccding tothe best markets. * Itis ebvi-

S ———— e —

we ~comnplaii, that our ships have beeu
"ditained, the rates of insurance ent.an-:
ced, and our property confiscated, for the
est:hlishment of a rule, which, when once
urdcrstood, will become nugatory, and
ccase 1o p.oalice wlly commercial or poli-
ucal (fie . It on the. other- hand, this
evidetr  13-not to be deemed conclusive,
we p.ofess oursclvesto be utterly at a loss
to discove, what proofs of ownerst ip, und
‘neutrality of property, can with safety be
‘relicd on, -

-~ Nathaniel F. Williams
| HAS received per brig Harriot, Captain
Luce, from Boston, and for sale at No. .
15, Bowly’s wharf, - ~ - |
50 box.s fresh Muscstel Raisins -
50 do Mould Cand{en, Sampson’s brand.
‘ "~ IN STORE, .
%C/uc: Flotant Indigo
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