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<« MR.ELLIOT.—It cannot but be con-
- fidereq 3 a very fortuna‘e circums:ance,
13« @&nd one which cannot {1 to hase a fi
i+ vorable influence upnn the final decision
. of this impartant gquestion, that, since the
delivery of the auimated observaticns
‘which yesterday so nowerfully atiradled
"the-atiertion of the House, we have been
f.. 8ff:rded a few hicurs of tranquil retire-
;.. _ment from :hs tempest of the forum,
ﬁ‘},»ﬂ'&r}hg pu: pose, useful at all times and
g <" peculiarly so et the present time, of calmm
7.0 PBE@on.  To transfer ourselves in a
mnment from the Bowcry ficlds of fancy,
> to the rupyeed rosd of argument, to de-
" scnd insiantaneously from the elevated
~#cenes of elcquence to the humble walks
. of crmmon sense reQuires an c¢ffort
. transzending ordinary powers I claim.
" ‘log vour attention, Mr. Speske:, f.r a
" §Teater portion of the day than I com-
-anly occupy in debate upon this fl or
I +hall not addiess you in the s'yle of
- compliment or ceremory. It s time o
© banish from these walls that ide frippe-
' ¢ ¥Y ol cercmopious conversation, which is
- suited only 10 a new year's complhiment,
or a birth day s.iluta.ian, and to ty t)
~catch a litile of .he sturdy spirit of anij.
qQui'y. A bald, aloud, an Impressivelap.
pealy 18 mad- t5 the American Pcople.
In :lat appeal ] tea:lessly a*d most co--
dially unite. I regret, hawever, the ex.
istence of a preceden: whicn at unce jus-
tifics. and demands these addresses to the
ptople  Much as I wish to disseminate
corre€l irfo ciation, particularly on a
subject waica I believe is but impeifel}
ly uaderstnod withnut t 1ese walls,
. - by interes ed-p-
.. .4 am that
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rsons, and convinced as
the subj -t is undersiood, and
. &n omnion fa:ni.d upon ity by every |

- §
§.
o ¥

{;;j’,_;;_.{:'rmef_l’iber of taizs fdouse, 1 §hill not so
B completely follow w.e exsmple before us |
[* 2% to speak to the P:ople in the fi:st

" .H,.,m
S -
£ o
:

tance, but shall-as us:al Qiret) my

3% _observations io t: e House.

S ! propose to examine, 1n a concise and
i“’ if 1t b= in my powe 4, 10 an sryumente-
Ly f“

)

.tive manner, th- falowing qu=siions,
" Which-have a dir-cl applicaniv s
amzndnient prepased b
~drom Vigpeini (M. Ciaih) 10 .he reso-
;r lmltm under ¢ .ns.d:.uhon, a.d whicn at
. " ‘the'samie tinie opens .o view e whole
. Cxtentof the subj-€l.

D d the siate of Gzorgia, in
1795, noseess a title to the ¢
Ques ion !

(o the
Y the gentleman

¥ T
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the year
erriiary in

&

by Were the legislature of Georgia, in
B . 1795, 1vesied, with the ¢».stitut:ona!

Pp-wer of makiog a sale of the ¢
and d.d th:y make sych
f+om whom 'he present clai
s therr title or pretended ti
:;7-;5 . sucyH sule was niad-, waat t
p. . 01 tricdid 1 couver ?

J Were t'.e mec bers of the legislature
. of Georgra, in 1796, ivisted with the
¢ consti'nlional P.oweci of u::md:ng the
v 86ls of ther pred. cessors in rejation to

*-‘I gOo .
225, such sale,ond did they 1escind them ?

erritul'y,
83 ¢ to thosze
mentsderive
tie { And i
itle or colour
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L Did'ihcaﬂita—fcf Gaurgia, in th;c yea
l795, p{l“l;éﬁa
qutition ?

To viiawner thrs enquiry. itis only nee

Czesary '0 maxs one or twao quotation
trom the articles of agreement and ces

510, enteied into on the 24th of Apnil
1672, hetwzen the cetnwissioners of the
United States and thuse of Georpia.
In the firvt article, the saate of Geors

1 2 cedes to the Un:ted States ani th
right, title and c'aimy, which the

the lé.lﬂi"i situated wit..in the bourdarie

of the United Sta'es south of the stute
By the s=cond ar-

L

of Tennessee,
ticle, ¢ The United Sates accept th

c-$5100 abovemsntione-d, and on the cor-

ditivns ther: v - xpressed; and they ced

'0 .he state of Georgia whatever claim,
they may have torthe
la:ids 1y ng
with n the Unit=d States, aad out of ¢ e
proper boundarics of any other s'ate,

-

right, aor title,
jurisciflion cr scil of any

and s tuared suuih of the southern bour

dartss of the slate of Tennessee, North
Carulina and Seuth Carolina, and east of
the boundary line herein nbove d:scribed,
as the eastern boundary of the terr.tory
ceded by G:orgia to the United Sta‘es."”

U .ited
States migh: previously, have had .. the

Whaterer claim or tite the

territory, they thongh propery in 1802

combined with it, and to tor ifv i, by

L d

that of G:orgia ; and surcly we shal
not doany a& or adop’ any p ine.pie

tending to in piir the title urder which
they mow excicise Jinsdi@lion over the

te: 1t I‘y-

VWere the legislatare of Georgia, in

1795, wuvested with the cons ityli jna

power of making a s2l. of the territory,
and did they muke such sale to those
from whom the present clatmants deriye
their title or pretended title ? And of
such sale was made, what titie or col.r

of title did it canvey ?
In this age of politieal revolution and
reformation, for I confider it as an are
of reformazion well  as revolusion
there are full certuin principles and i x.
ims  not irerely  venerable for ther
ant.quity, but conficrated by their confor-
mity to the comton fenfe and real:n of
mankind, which are conlidered as unjver-
fal in their application and irrefjitible 1n
their influence. Amoig tiefe nav be
numbered the prin(ip]:s which attuch to
the govermnent of evary regularly orpan.
ifed community, tie power of Plec 1o
the public twth, and tra: of alieny Tl
the nght ot {oil of the vucin Lerritiiry
of the nation  In cvery free govern et
tirere mull exilt the power ot legriflation
cr of making laws a diitinc) power
charged with the execution of faws and
a judicial power ; the unton of thele gt
ferent powers in the {ame man or body ot
men i the very eflence . f celpotiim,
Thus n France, prior to tue revolution,
1t was a fundamenial maxim of fla'e that
the kingvwas the legiflator of the Fiencl
monarchy ; and the power cxcrciled 1.
foie anttances by cer ain paritaments, ot
refunng to regittsr che edicts of the n.o0
harco, Lowever in praclice it might ope-
rate as an obllrucuon to leygiflation, was
in theory only a natter ot forim, or at
moit but a tenporary check upon the
exccutive power, In oligarciiies, the
legatiative power 1s velted in the rich and
hobl-, and wn arilocracies, in a few 1x.
div.duals wilo are prefunied to be the
wifeit and beil in the commumty Iy
governirents ot the denocratie form 1
power r lides 1n the yreat body of t.e
people, and 1s exerciled by themi:lves or
their reprefentativess  Lhe Lale of the
temple ot American liberty is democracy,

Ay
o3

r-

& tile tu the tervitory in

sad
state hos io the juri-di€lion and soll of

i (lLouid b aporopriated for
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into = compromife wiza
fonable terms !?

»

and did tley 1efcind them ?

of this question.

e | nceellary.

¢ | plicy of extinguithing their claims,

¢ | made by its predecefTors ?

the nature of corra@s and thofe swhicl
have no {uch operation,

r'--

f.ith, & ven by the competent author ty
ourh: to be irrevocuble

piedge tne faith ot the community, whicl

are 1rrepealable,

at he pleafure of the exising legislature
l

lative aQl void as havine been pafled by
mean of corruption ?

Different opinmons have existed in our
country as to the nght clatmed by the
Judiciary of deciding upon the cons.itu-
tionaity ot laws,  The better opinion
{eems to Le, that from the natwe of our
government, and the very terus of the
conctizution itfelf, by which tha: instru-
ment s d:{]artd to be the iuprcmc law of

l

exrrcife that power, but tiat thiey cannot
avoid 1ts exercif=. Il am nov mistaken,
{ome gentlemen wlho deny that the judges
poffels this right, are prepared to invest
them with the ruore dangerous on: of
fetteng alids 2 levisiative agdl ou
ground of corruption - o admit thas
the judiciary may examine into the motives
of the legislature in patling laws, cr that
they may receive ai d decide upon evidence
tending to prove corruption .n the legis
lattve bLedy, would certainly be going
mush farther than thofe have gone who
have ciarred tor that ¢ partment the right
of decidirz upon ihe constitutionality cf
laws - Swppole a trial of title between a
perton cla ming under the adl of Geosgia
1795, and anoihier dlaiming under tle
United  S:ates. and {uppole evider(c
C.erec to the ccourt to prove the corrup -
nien of the legislature of Georgloin what !
a pecultar sitovation wou'd the jud, es be
pleces 7 And would they histen for a
moment to an application for the admiflion
of fuch cvidence ? -It may well be doubt.-
e¢ Do n-t then the prefent claimants
pelic{s a very strong color of tide ? Is it
not predent (o ex tigutlh claims of tius
dc!‘Criptif}n ¢
Were claims or the pretended claims of
the preien: dlaimants in any manner re-
copndzd by the a2l of ceffion of the terri-
tory 1n quetion trom Georgia to the Uui.
ted Srate ? g\l.d,

Do jultice and peliey, or eithe esice
or peliev,1eguae tiiat the whole or dny
Dart ot the hve nn hions of acres, re{erv=d

by the 5¢) of cefhirn from Georsia to the
1) Stites, tor tre purpofe of {atifry-
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iy clams ot a certain description aga nit
Geo givinreference to the faid ters tory,

the purpofe of |

.

or the i'm'trcignty of the peuple ; reprea
fentation and contederation are tie prin

pal pillars which fupprt tie great {uper

itruCture.  As the liate governments are
unqueinonably 1eprefenta ive uemocracies,
the g=neral govertiment is a reprefentative
tedcral republic.  In every gove:nment of
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2% Were the cla:ms o. pre eided claims it‘r:mtic[;rc o attll:’: iD:II!, the r:.:prrd
. of ‘ha preszn: clainain'g \n a Y menuer with ‘ C“H t L P: t}i = 3;;‘-: Vfu-t
o 2R . ' ; W

8T cognised by the a€l o cession of the ':-Id tpt A1 P lg:: '€ public taith,
& fleritocy 10 qQu-stion from Geurgiato the | %0 0 HR.E MHE vacant ternitor
Y, it totl Slnte . ? of tle naticn. Were the memerers
- | : 4 = 2 . . . “-qv r
s -_,}fDo just.co end policy, or :nherju:t:ce o ‘ ied g aiturc} © cl;::r&m, l?ll 17?5,
g‘;jbf'bollcy’, require that the wn le or ary ‘nrelcd  with this  au horuy | Czr-

-
JB

llions of acres, rs:-rv-
38100 from Georgia to
f-l"thﬂ pllf‘pfl:t Ur o B
*g-;tlif_ﬂng clartus of a cer.ain description,
?}F;_lggim!_'(;-tmg:n. in relerrencetothe sand
5 -tetritory, should be appropra.ed for t-e

ol )
."'_'r

- ﬁ,parfor the Gve o

Y- ed by the 2 of ce
5 ﬂié~-Un’1t¢d S:ates,

< parpose ol satisfying (he claiis of the
‘pfesedt.claimanty ¢ :
2.0, However extensive the outlire which

»

-

v L hd ¢ sketched of the subj=€l, the sur-
Ez}e‘;?%ilrbea rapid ove. : f
i+ dvis'neceseary that I should make ope
:OF tWp prelimi ary observitions. I have
- unitirmly been opp.used to the coélrine
ﬁ?-;whic‘ﬁ has been so puwerfully advocaied,
;i;ﬁh@?*q#ﬁgf!ﬁipﬁl! competent to mske o | |
";ﬁﬂé‘g‘_ﬂgtiie decision upon the velidity or
-+ '{aval{dity of tlie confl:Qing als of Gear
i pine: i We POYS€ss no such powers. Buyt
% s indivduuls we may express our opiai-
i ons.* .Noram, I disposed to do any thing
“wbich éhall bave a teadency to impugu

he S

tainy 1t was within the {phere of thole
contiitutional rights and powers, whicn
ad never been {furrendered to tiic geneial
povernment
that authority by receiving a foiemn deed
ot (v ihon of the teiritory, from a fubfe.
quent leg:tlature ot Geor
to us not only the foil, bue
juriidiction,
ed in 1795. 1o the 2
ture ot that flate of the

in that year granting this territory to

thol: from whom the prefent claimants
derive

defcribcd, and it

{fons, g5 senants in
Juint tenants,

or in otner worlds, the right of foul fhall
be alienated

taken b:tween tinw

We liave lince recognized

ga, lrausftrring
the nght of
Was tiis authonty exeicif-

¢l of the legiela.
7th of January

their clauns, certain lands are

13 enadled that thefe
to fuch and fuch pere
common and not as
1he lauds thall be fold.

auds shall le sold

A

B T

proger diltinclion s
dominium utile and

‘whick ende the dominium directum of the civilians,
z’/thd "title of the United States to this No traniter was made -of the right- of
:‘rﬂ{r.“ttl_:rit?r! . Wiithout deciding the Qques- | jurifditlion, alihough fuch imaginary
‘B’?f“_%liﬂtlﬂ?ff'ii_lfi my’ primcipal objc& is to | transfer forms a premitrent article in the
3 shew that the claimants are in possessi- | reafons affigned by tie legislature of
Fﬁ?'fb!':fbf,%QQQ'grollg e coular of title, that it | 1796 for pathng the refcinding a&. From
Ezbi**g]!(;g‘;hg&;pélig'_gn iﬁu;h?. i8¢ a nego- | this view of tle fubjen, hwhncvcr may
@?Qﬂg’ﬁwlﬁ-J"h‘_‘,“.l"!"u!&??“‘d*’"m‘m be the prefent ttate of the "quellion o}
E}_ql'tﬁl!c!tﬂélﬂm, especially * s we hdve a | legal title, who can doubt that the pree
2y, prospees of obtaining that abandoningat fen: “.clzimants, honel} purchafers ' from
g’}*nppﬁirp(u, withut going beyond the | the orniginal grantzes, upon the faith of
mrug_md nin the afl of cession, and of | an inde. cndent tlate, and’ idnocent of
f?{l,c?‘!!ﬁ‘{ tthowt the aflual expence of o | tcaud, if traud exijted, poffefs fuch a -
ﬁ!;g'}e lallaf mgt‘;;g Uriied Stazes, color of titley fuch an cquitable claim, as
ii?f:ifl-;*‘;gf: gt A ' F Fh ihr |
?*"’" ,':; ' . il ‘—-—--:'- ~ 3o én:: P o
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(in such manncr 83 not o interfere with
 the aSorementionicd payment to the siate

fat - f,1rg the elaimsof the
an

prefen: clain -

e
- g

I vave anticipated the principal argu-
mn's 1y lavor of the cqui*y of 1he
cams, and ihe pnlcy of a compromise
with the cla mints —=Th- mziuarijiis.s
‘ta.etbat thar claims were particolarly
conterniated by the commissio €rs, botls
of the United Siates and of Georpia —
They Lave oftered us no evidence of this
fa“lyand we 1re notto take it Fur grant.
ed- I-dzed I an, far from thinking 1t
Iny dely eituer to advecate or answe:
the pam:hlet of the mzmoriahsis, a.¢ [
shall miike but this sing'e ailusion 1o 1 .
\Whatever may be its n.erits 1t has had
no influance upon my raind 10 forminy
My epri.n.  An examirat'ocn of t.e of-
fic.a! uccume: ts upon cur tables wiil
€v.nce, however, that by a very strung

implicaticn, if na: by €XEress provisions.

Uiese clataes harve bzen recr.gaised, both
Ly the act <fcess.on, and by the Jaw cf
Cangress passed in cons:zquence. f'he
first c:ndinion of (h- fizst articlecfagreee
ment and cess - n, provides for the p-

meut of or e mi'lion two undred and hfiy
thou .and dolars 1o the State of Georgin,
out of the first nat proceeds of the sales
ol the lands then ceded : the second pro-
vides fou ¢ rtam British &Spanish grants;
and the third is as followe; ¢ That al,
he lands ceded by tuis agieement to
the U iited statey, shall, after scusfying
¥e above mentioied payment of ons
million two Lundred und fifiy thousand
dollars to the S ate of Georgia, and tlie
Rrants reco:nised by the preceding cor-
dition, be cansid<red as a conuman fund
for the use a~d benefit of the Uunited

States, Georgia included, and shall be
faithfully dispcsed of tor that purnhose,
and for no other uve “or purpose whete.
ver 3 provided however, that the Yait-
ed States; f.r the peried & until the end

of orc year at:er the assefit of Georgia,
to the bourdary cstablished by this a-

greerhent, shall have been declared, may

-

3 W

o
oA e
>

to render it prudent and polijic to enter.
them upon rea.!

X - ’ .
Were the memberg.of the légi}]atui’e of
Georgia in 1756, invested with the con-
stitutional power of refcinding the aéls of
their predecelors in relation to fuch falc,

Congrels is insompetent to the decifion
Nor i1s {uch decifion
I will however make one ‘or
two enquiries and state one or two prin-
ciples, which are applicable to the [ubje &},
which at the fame time will go to
strengthen the ground I have raken as to
color of title in the claimants and the

Cuan a legislaty e refcind a contra@}

YWr wrs on naticnal law make 2 ﬂif-
tnclion between laws which operate in

[ivery enlisht.
encd ard reafonable man will (ubfcribe te
the opin.on that a plc;?gr of h- p.blic

l.aws which

create contracls, wiich wvest rights an
individuals or in corporate bodies, it may
fafely be affuimed as a geneial principle,
Lawe of merely iruni-
cipal operation are alterable or repealable

Can the judiciul power dedlare a legif

tve land, the judges not only ought to

he |

the same

sidering these
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belore tecaogaised, dispose of
Priutz'a portien !
excecdjng five milli
pProceeds cfthe sa:d five mi
or of ary part there..
of satislying. queiling
for any claims orh:r

(' n

than

It, being® tuily understecd, that it an
all of Congrees niaking such disposition
Or apprupriativn shail not be passed iuto
2 law wihin ths ebove mentioned per:od
of one year, the Uaited States shall
not be at Liberty thereatier to code kny

gla ms which may be Jaid to the s:me,
other than thosz recogniscd by the pre-
ceding condition, nor (o compet.sate for
tlie same ; and 1a case o f di.¥ such cesx-
sion or cormpec.sation, ihe present cestjon
of Georgia, to the right of soil over :lLe
luads tous ceded or compentated fur,
shail be considered as null and void. and
the lands thus ceded or comip-nsated for,
shall revert 1o the state of Georvia,'—
It ts uanccussary (o er guire into the mo-
tives which d.€lated & provision s singu-
lar ; they are obvicus to all who are gc
quainied wth tie whele history of the
transeClion. It was well understuvod that
(0 1.gress was to pass the law, sud it was
pa-sed on the third of March 1803, ['te
cizhth section appropiiaicd so muceh of
the reserved hve mitli ns of arree, as
might be necescary to sat.sfy the claims.
not recognized by the preedirg agrees
menl, which were enbraced by the two
fi st seCtiony of L= a&ty or detived frem
B-tish g antsfor lor.ds 1.0t 1. graoted by
the Sp..ish goveriment 3 and a so con
tain d the fodow az appiepra 1one—s o
muc.of .heresidus of the said five nil-
1o s of acres, or of the net ) oceeds
ther-of as may be necesery for 1hat pui-
pesty ~hal beand is hicreby app:opriateg
fur the purpose «f sadisfyinp, q :etiag
-and compensating for such otner claiines
 to tie lands ot tue United Stu‘es, to th
ol the s'ate of LTennesice, 1ct rec 1pn. e
ed in the zlove mertond .r cles of
L agreeme:t, and which ure dorived Jrem
, 6Ny act or gpretended act of the tare of
Georgia w .c.. Lo P €3¢ By teietier
bk fovoprovide for 3 Previded oo
ever, that no ctiher cliins sh_l Le eu -
Lra ed by this appropriati. b it tres= he
evidei.ce o f which s! al, huve, 09 o bu-
| fure (he first day of Jy uury nexty, been
exnibited. by the clarmas sy to the Sc-
| cretary of State, and reco: ded th bocks

|

C o B e i . By

. i A oA , ; ;
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of Georgia, nor with the pwants’ herein
pro
the said lands, ro
ons of acfe¢, or the
Hions of acres,
t, for the purpose
y» OF compensating

these lerein
before recognined, wiiici tay be mnade
to the suia lande, or tv any part ti.ereof.

part of the said la:ds on account of
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of apinion, thatitis rroperto make fome
legislative provision fir the purpoie (f
scttling the existing clsimann suc , terms
.a8 shall appear (o be reasoenable ;! and
they recommend the appointment
camrnissioners. for that purpose.
there any longer be a dount that
claims are recognized by the_acl
sion ! Cunthere be a doub.
Bress, by making the
the five millions of
Jefling the claimant
in rcc-*:gﬁng and supporing theiy clains,
have tacqtl_y .pledgtd the public fitn that
*fome provision shall be made torthem?
And do not justice an Poitciy reqiire

the udoption of the 1esolutio -
by the committee? ke

The genticman trom Virginia,
prefsed his {urprize that ¢ chajr
the conimitiee of cl iy
hifelf with reporting  fan)
ples, and that he nas go-
procedure of reporting
mount to au elubo are {

the claims A the (peech of the gentle-

man trom Virpinia i uul'nrtunatcly defli.
tute ot argumi nt againg

ot
(:ull
tne
of cege
that Cone-
Bppropriation of
acres, and by suby.
8 lo great cxhencs

= * L]

g B . P S e S gl

|

has exe.
man of
has contented
v and pringi.
adopted (ke novel
| ilnmrt!:ing tantae.
peech in - tavor of

| _ | the cliims and as
it might be poilibe 1o deduce  from je
reafons in their favor, it

mirhe perhaps’he
and annex iy to
for that which
cht to hive {yb.
'\ of the houfes
cn able to difcos

ver i 4t dArgumen:, w ich
13 1N thole uhrcrvutmnl whiCh rcl'ttc 1O tht

nefzage of the President, and the Proaged-
ings ot Congrevs, on the act of Gcorgia
1) !TUS. and which it s Contendced, w:rt.:
notice topurchaf rs and to th- world of
frand. At that time it wag noe :ufp:::lcd
thar the f;'uUd bad bLren cmn:mttcd. & the
reafon tor thole procredings was, that (he
Um:t*{l Stu:rs pﬂir:”::d Qi were fuppofcd
to poisess, certatn cla.ns to the territory,

proper tor 1im to print ¢
the report, as a Libstigyee
Lie thinks the Uhdirman ou
1ned, tor the citication
h :y fealle optics have b,
ver Mut one uttempt

-
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Fbere are certain fuh:.i!u, iublimatcd,
ethenial, licavern-desee nded Ken1isss, the
foft and ilk=n

extur ot whole N ndsg
S : : :
maiite ditcomn (1 ra rom the
Coiitd Yot [Lat rude and ke v - .

' : il b -lJ.._ﬁ) Jnn.;. “n
ar, uaont. ALt bt o tists

b e ¥
woeniptien. oo often | e W
1h ’ht lil‘i dT ‘llil‘*”t.itlvh

-

worla {1 -

Wilne,;.

AEWTTS O enter o n
th s d=. | 12,0020 that fie has ¢clann -
ed il.“ﬁ .‘.‘.-J Ot be adig ! ll;‘){}ﬂ th::’ Utcﬂlﬁ-
on. as I belieye tha: aranengy I)-trt:CII-
larls upon Lot 0

LA by o s Niore
uletul thar mere ueel - 00 oo ing.

tives whith & ¢ na - d-verans, tor | a¢-
criie ir‘npm;:cr W TER O

. 0 be Kept ini his office for that P rpose,

&t the expence of the Perty exhiditing
| QT tl..auuwn.g alfe l..¢e u.pil'u-
ouns of the COMMIISSIONC TS, Lije vecreiary

ol State, S:cretary of the Treasury, snd
Auorney Ge -eral of the Un. ted S ates,
upon this subj €. O1 ihe claims pre-
tended tu be derived under tr.e all of
Gevigia of the 2ist December 1798,
they observe, ““uson & full view of lbe
subjecl, the commis-ioners do notper-
Cetve thatthose corpa :es have aLyequ -
table claun et ner t.r the land, or 1.:
co.npensaiion from he U.itcd S'ates.’’
Very d flerent is thers upibion upon the
clatin: under the att of 17935, ¢ 1 hecom-
I 3s:0ners think those pr.opositions ined-
missio.¢, and w.ihoyt pretend.og to af-
Lom that e legislatuie of Gooigia was
competeni to make the decision, they
fcel no hestaion g d-claring it as their
upiniony iha  under al} the circun.stan-
Ces whieh may uffec: the case, as they
bave come wihin toeir k:.owhdgﬂ, and
as heiein Slll'.d, the vtle of the clai-
mants cannot Le su;ported. But they
nzver:heless belicve that the interes: of
tre Uiited S avew, the trarqu:liny of
thio*e who may hereafter inhabit that
territury, and various equitable conside-
ra:tons, which muy Le urged in favor of
must of the present cdaimants, rend.r 1t
tX.c¢dient to en‘er 11to a compromise un
reasonable terms.”——~Here 1 cani0’ but
rema k b w very d:flicult it is for fecble
minds to decide impoirant ques i0ons up-.
on which grect men d eaprec. Lbe gene
tleman fram Virgirgs (Mr. Raudoph)
1$ 0i opinion that it would no unly ke
tnpolitic to compromise these claims,
bu’ that the only claims of the applicants
are fraud and vilia'ny  the commussion.
ersy; who probably examined he subjeéd
w'th as tmuch aitention, at leas: w.ih as
much coolnesss, as thal gentlemar, be
lieve that not only the public go.d re-
q:ires 'he eompromise, but tha. varions
equitable considerations ay be urged in
favor of moust ol the present claimants.
The Secretary of the Treasury, in his
letier of the 9:h ins'. ta the chuirman of
tae commiitee of claims observes, ** My
OWn 1mpression was, that the five mis-
lions of acrés wouuld be sufficient to
cover all the clainis of settlers, British
grantecs, and others not expressly pro-
vided for by the articles of agreement,
and alsc to make a reasonable compensa-
tion for claims derived or pretended 1o be
derived from Georgia: and it sppeared
{0 me that the effect of the clausy would
be— 13t to prevent Congress from volun-
tanly conﬁrrhing, at sume fulure time,
the said Georgia claims. 2¢. To leave
it in their power to compromise with
that description of claimants, by sdllow-
iIng 80 uch of the surplus of fve mi'-
lions of acres as they might think prope
er; without, at the sam. time, pledging
povcrnment (o enter-inta®-cempremise,
il upon a full vicw of all the citcumstan.
ces of the cese, n d:fferent course was
thorght wnare elipible.*” The comhmittee
of claims, who must have pyd mors
attention 10 the subje& thian it is possi-
ble for others members tado, ** Oy cone
Yarjcus transactions, are
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Hent s wttemnred 1o

the peace of the unien, wercly becaulos

upon this fingle question ?
know that thefe denunciatione«

called exclufively repuy
most every village of the nart;
he heard that 1)
mote distrifls are (e

mandates 15 made
of tie treafan ?

caucus of-a few indivh{uill (hail be ena;
bled to diftate to 1k

invest their confiden
that the day is not distan
dence of fentment,

even of party, fhall be the fur
public contbdence and public

of the great o
is humbered a
to fcatter c

Houfe. Itisunnecellary fo
take a' windication of the
that gent'eman;
Jim of the co
Does it dep

*uu Jac, the pree
be made 2 pany
queiton. 1 ¢ propl- vre told that the
captol has become 4 [cene o polizi 2l &
private imquity. of {rayd and federalifin -
tl.at the Ndjorty of qleir reprefentativeg
d. € CGIII!III:‘,'HIL;' d iiupf-n:iﬂus robhcrv UP'
on the public Paiftinony , and theip ine
dignaion i invoaked Uupen tae plunderers,
“{ha facts exift to uftify: thefe<eunci-
ations ¢ Are we to barter away the
rights and interefts of - he people ! Are
we about o be gulty of a wanton wifle
of the Iiu-,iiu pProperiy ! Are \ve gu.lty ot
pehivical anotiey ¢ No fuch thing.  We
fzr: 20Ut Lo Irshe dfrabir=m-1%; tor carry-
1ys int . effect a {leg g houiation in the
treaty wir b Georpria, & afolemn an) of our
predec-{:-.rs Ly tcvolng a pait of the five
willdtont of acres, {pecially ref

erved  for
that purpnie far whick the U, g never
paid a cent

, aud never will Pay 2 cent. to
tire eXtingu . (h nent of the coiourable (lainsg
ot equitable clai:anti. Yer we are told:
that tins act of cqu.ly, ;ould faith, and
god palcy, 154 Huipeadoas crane. comn-
pared with which the Hyritious a@ls of .
the former v ungit cipled a Iministra-ion®”
dw ndle into s petty larceries **
republican, a den,

laima
cratic fepublican, [

was oppcl-d to the gene, al lyltem of that

adminiitretion, But | do uot thnk 1t

magnanimous or honorable, mahignantly

to triumph over fallen foes, Norp do [

dread the unmion of honeft nien, ltim

be dreadful only to the dithoneit.

It is faid that the pr={s 1s under the
in_ﬂu:m,c of a virrual {=di'ion law. No,
Sir, l !1: prefe, | fpeak withuut allufion
to poatical distingtions, is imcorr.gibly
l:c;ng:qus. Has e gentleman  from
Vlrguua rcad, iE__g_E: of the Ooraclces nf
oar country, mungled with hLic own praif-
es, the denunciazion of tle whole

. : . hi
{zntation of one of the largest state; in
the union, (Maffachufetis) as compafed

of men destitute both of public ‘and pri-
vate integrity, and confpirators againet

they differ in opinton from that geatlemnan

Does ke
are cchoed
¢ahis ot the predles
bitcan, .hrough al-
on ! Has
reprefentatives of re-
nounced to their con.

and  re-echod by
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I hope, Sir, that, we
fhall never fee the da whén a privase

e i S e o o

e people.in whom te
ce.” And I alfo bope
t when indepens
when independence
¢st pallport te
: tonours

the circumstance that one
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