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¥ " of land in that city.
4 On motion of Mr. Thomas,
g€1- Houfe went into a committee ot
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of a bridge acrofs a mill pond,

i§:.  Mr. GREGG in the Chair.
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-the Houfe,
‘engrofled for a third reading this day.
It was afterwards brought in engrofled
and pafled.

On motion of Mr. G. W. Campéeil,

the Houfe went into a committee ot the

road frgm Knoxville by the fettlement on
the Tombigbee to New Orleans
" Mr. VARNUM in the Chair.
The committee fpent fome time in con-
‘sidering the (ame rofe, and reported pro-
"grefs, and obtdined leave tosit again,
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Mr. Macon, (Speaker) laid before
tbe houfe, a certificate from the Secre-
¥~  tary, Comptroller and Recorder of New
> Yorky of the eletion of George Clinton,
/1 jun. to a feat in this Houfe, in the place
of Dr. Mitchell, tranflated to the Senate

Referred to the committee of eleflions.

Mr.: Dawson piefened a petition from
»  Robert Patton and others, owners of a
g vellel which had been driven out to fca
by a ftorm, from a foreign port, and had
-+ - been .compelled to leave her regifter be-
81 bind, in confequence of which fhe was
obliged to pay alien duties, praying re-

" Referred- to the committee of Com.

Ey-~ Mr. Lattimore reported from the com-
inted on the petitions of the

+ troltees of Jeffeefon College, and inhabi.
o* tants of Natchez, on the fubject of a tract

“Referred to a committee of the whole

the
_ the
3 1% whole, on a bill authori{ling the ereflion
and

Marsh in the Navy Yard, on Long Island.

¥ The comniirtee having considered the
fame, rofe and reported the bill with an

At amendment, wbich being agrced to by
198 the bill was ordered to be

3d. An extratofaletter to the same,
from the late charpe des affaires of
France, dated 6(h May last, which was
pteceded and follgwed by other letters
and conversations of the samme gentle-
man, urging the subjelt uron the atten-
tion of the governient.—It has been al.
s0 urged, by the present minister of
f'rance in his interviews with the secre-
tary of state.

Uf the inclosures alluded to in the a.
foresaid letter and extrad, the only au-
thenticated statement relative to the con.
dull of American privote armed vessels,
which has been received at this depart-
ment, is coatained in the annexed letter,
from Mr.Geo. Barnewal], of New-York,
ard the document accompanying it.

All which are respeflfully submitted.

JAMES MADISON.
Department of State,
Jan. 21, 1805, g
[No. I.]
Mr. Merry, to the sccretary of state.
Philadelphia, August 31s¢, 1804,
SIR, |
I have received information respeQing
~several vessels which have of late been
armed in, and have sailed from different
ports of the United States, some loaded
with articles contraband of war, (gun-
powder is said to be the peneral article)
others with cargoes of innocent poods,
and others again in ballasce. After the
diligent enquiry which it has been my
duty to make on 30 important a subj-&,
I think that I can have the honor of stat-
Ing 10 you with certainty, that s=veral ves-
sels of the above description, which are
mentioned to be schooner rigged, have
sailed lately from the port of Baltimore,
whilst others of a Jarger size, even ships
of considerable burthen, and completely
equipped for war, have sailed from the
port of Philadelphia, bouud to the pos-
sessions of his majesty’s enemies in the
Last as well as West-Indies. It is said,
that the obje€t of some of these equipe.
ments is to ferce a trade with the blacks,
in the island of St. Domingo, in which
attempt, the public prints have stated so
circumstantially, as to leave no doubt on
the subjedl, that two American vessels
have been captured by French cruizers,
after making resistance : But I have
strong reason to believe, that the destina-
tion of nthers, particularly from the port
of Philadelphia, has been with cargoes of
contraband articles to the eaemies pos-
sessions In the Fast and West-Indies.
Let their destinations, however, be what

"~ whole¢, on the refolution for opening a

g~ >-Mr, Nichelsen moved and it was care

i’ ° ried that the houfe refolve itfelt into a
f:  .commitice of the whole on the gun boat
¥< - ball.
#.. __ Mr. Gregg in the chair.
e 5 "The cominittee having censidered the
#! . fame rofe and reportec it without an a-
& mendment, and the houfe ordered it to be
" engrofsed for a third reading to-morrow.
" . A mefsage was received from the {e-
¥ °  mnate by Mr, Otis their fecretary infor-
§:. ming that the fenate would at 2 o’clock
.. this day proceed in the tnal of S Cha.fe.
k.. . Mr. Dawson moved that the committee
%1+ on that fubjeft be difchared from the fur.
+ " ther confideration of the petition of Ed-
mund Brook, and that it be referred to the
7 - commiittee of the whole who have a bill
7. ander their conlideration on that fubje&.
. A melfage was received from the Senate
-+ by Mr. Otis, their fecretary, informing
5,  that they lw:; agreed to the bill authorifing
£ - the Poft mailer gencral to make a new con-
b7 " trafl for carrying the mail from Fayette-
¥. " willein North Carolina to Charleilon, South
2 < Carolina, with an amendment—And
§F That the Senate would to.morrow at 12
%24 o°clock proceed again on the trial of Sama-
%" gl Chafe.
£ On motionof Mr..Dana the Houfec went
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ﬁ.fﬂjﬂiiﬂmmiuc of the whole on the report
f’ii : tuade on the
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: ' petition of Alexander Scott.
#~. . Mr, Dawson in the chair.
{EE !« ‘The committee after fome confideration
B v, ._ - .
i vofe dud reported progrefs, and obtained
¢

’ﬁ.i Jeave to [it again.

¥

they may, it cannot, I conceive, but be
justly considered, that such armamente,
on the part of the citizens of a neutral
state, must be attended with consequen-

ces prejudicial to a belligerent power, |

and may therefore be deemed rightly as
offensive, for which reason the law of na-
tions has stated one of the first obligations
of neutrality 1o bethat of abstaining from

-all participation. in- warlike expeditions. |

The armed vessels alluded to, may be
come the property of the king’s enemies,
either by capture at sea, or by purchase
in the ports to which they are destined,
and are thus in readiness to be converted
immediately into instruments of hostility
against his majesty, whilst in another
pnint of view, they are calculated to pro-
te€l the vessels, whben they are loaded
with contraband articles, against the com-
missioned cruiger, when the latter shall
happen to be of inferior force. Indeed,
I conceive that it may not be given too
great an extent to the principle of the
law of nations, without attending to the
nature of the cargo, to consider the very
arms, amimunition, and other implements
of war, with which such vesscls are fur-
n'shed, as contraband articles, when theo
vesscls have been thus equipped without
the authority of the nation to which they
belong.

1 understand, sir, that the armaments
in question have, in faf}, taken place un-
der no commission or authorilty whate-
ver from the governmen: of the .United
States. I have,therefore, thought it my
duty to huve the homor of making you
acquainted with the information that has
reached me on this subjecd, and if the
observations which I have taken the li
berty to make upon it should happily be
conformable to the sentiments of the A-
merican government, [ can safely trust
to their justice, as well as to their jealou-
sy of observing the most stril neutrality

X — — in the present war;to take such measures
by o5 - - MESSAGE as sho ' e 53U pro-
i i s From the President to the Senate of the U. | per for suppressing the illegal proceed.
e States. ing complained of on the part ¢f those

#“‘,. Amfﬁné to the desire e_xpruud in
27 5. gour.resolution of the 38th inst. I now
Ew" communicate a report of the secretary of
%5?2—* state, with documents relative to the com-
" "plaintsagaiostarming the merchant ships

3
i " and vessels of the United Sta'es, and the

Tt ;

.. . conduft of the captains and crews of such
G a8 have been armed. ..
500 TH 1 JEFFERSON.

of state, to whom the
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'fbe iecrctary

"

i president of the-United States has been

7. pledsed 16 refer the 1esolution of the se-
< -+ {ngte, of the 28th instant, requesting that
. 7 there may be laid belore the scnate such
+.11 - documents, -and -papers, or other. infor-
{ . ' mation, as thé president shall judge pro-
"' ‘per, relative to complaints sgajnst arm-
e.merchant ships or vessels of the

yaL B + i
Efi?;mnucd bﬁtitesﬁc:r the conduék of the cap-
:- 5 taips-and_crews of such as have been
", armed~has the honor to amnex here-
iy, 80 Jun ~ . _
A5 Yty A x:qry of aletter, ufdru sed to the
7.7, gecretary of state, by the envoy of Great
v~ - Pritainy «dated on the 3ist.of August
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individuals, citizens of the United States,
who shall appear to be concerned in
them. '
1 have the honor to be, with high res.
pet and consideration.
Sir,
Your most cbedt. humble servant,

(Signed) ANT. MERRY.

The hon. James Madison,
scerctary of state.

[No. Il ] |
Extrafl of a letter from the charge des af-
faires of France, dated 7th May, 1804,
and addressed to the Sccretary of

Siate. - n
- [TRANSLATION ] '
The undersigned is informed in a
manner, which leaves bim nho room to

doubt it, that the American merchants,’

who pursue this commerce (meaning the
commerce with St.’ Domingo) publicly
arm, in the ports of the ‘United States,
vessels which are intended to support by
force a traffic contrary to the Jaw of nati-
ons, and to repel the efforts which the
cruszers of the French republic are au-

thorised 1o make in order to prevent it

r

These armaments have also for their ob. |

Je€l 1o cover “the conveyance of muniti,
ons to the revolted of tha: colong. The
government of the United States cannot
be ignorant of these falls which are pub-
lic ; the consequences thereof have al-
ready bien manifested in the West In.
dies, where the public papers edvise that
there have been aflions between French
cruizers and Awmerican vessels carrying
on this commerce.

In considering the matter merely un.
der the view of the law ot nnations, it 1s
manifest that American cit'zzns, under
the very eyes ol their government, car-
ry on a private and piratical war against
a power with wnich the Uuited States
arc at pecace. The undersign:d would
b= wanting in hisduty if he did not vin-
dicate under such circumsta.ces, the
rights and digoity of his government
which are openly injured, and if he did
not call the attention of Mr. Madison to
the dissgreeable refle€lion whi:ch the
Freneh government would have a night
to make if the silence of the Inocal auth«-
rities,respefling a€ls of this nature,sheuld
be imitated by the governmeunt of the U,
States.

The French government certainly
could not sce without a profound regret
that, after having given to ths United
States the most marked proofs of the
desire to place the good understanding of
the two nations upon the most immorve.-
able foundations of abandoning national
Interests which might have eventualiy
produced collisions, undividual interest
should now be permitted to compromt
this gocd understanding. Its regret
would be still much greater, if when the
dignity and the safetyc{ France are open-

ly injured in the United States by their
citizens,
should preserve, respefling these viola-
tions, a silence which would appear to
offer an excuse and even a sort of encou-
ragement, (o all the excesses which cu-
pidity may attempt.
peace of the two nations cannot but be
scriously compromitted by the proceed-
1hg of thevindividuals, and by the repri-
sals t® which they must
lead, this state of thiugs would uifallibly
tend to diminish the amicable dispositi-
on, which the two gevernmen's wish to
cultivate.

the American government

Beside that the

necessatjly

[No. 111 ]
NEW-York, Sept. 6th, 1804,
SIR,

The suflerings of innocent individu-

overpowered us by numblers ; was obliged
to haul down our colors and quit the
deck, otherwife be cut in pieces—We
had three killed, four hzd;y and two
(hghtly wounded § the firft who fell was
poor Mr. Bird, he was standiny near me,
he received one ball through his body and
one througl his head, and vever after
ipoke 2 word, 1 begged him (ometime
before to go below and prepare his
papers, he faid they were alrecady pre-
pared, and would not auit the deck, in
confequence ot which all his papers were
found ; it was not my intention to engage
the privateer, unlefs [ thourht we were
fure of getting clear, but the Rockland
commencing fo quick, I could not tien
avoid 1t, but even had we fuflered them to
board us they would have made a prize of
us. ‘L'he paffengers on board were (ufici-
cnt to con'emn us, unwards of 100 letiery
were found with them dire@ed to differ-
ent parts ot St. Dciningo, and among
the pallengers there were two noted
penerals who were well known by tie
Frenchmen ; and among Mr. Bicd's pa.
pers were found initru®ions from Mr.
Lapeire pointing out the whole plan of
the voyage ; mauny other letters were
found among Mr. Bird’s papers, all of
which tended to condemn the fhip, which
they flwwed me at Point-Petre, when |
was examined.

When they boarded ui, nothing faved
our hves but their thinking that we were
Englifth, and asked us how we dare to
engage under American colors, and did
not beheve that we were Awuericans even
after we had arrived. After the Roclkland
was boarded, we engaged the privateer
clofe on board for forty minutes, when
the black general, a paffenger, found we
were captured he ran below with a piftol
with an intention to blow the (hip up, and
with much difficulty we prevented it, he
fet all the cartridges on fire in the cabin
and fleerage, which were in pouch-tubs,
and only my laying the magazine fcuttle
over faved the fhip and cur lives ; when
he found he could no: blow the fhip wp,
he put the piftel to his head and blew his
own brains out. The privateer took out
all the paflengers, officers and men,
except mylelf, the carpenter, two boys,
and one of our men badly wounded. The
privateer continued with us until we
arrived in this port which was on the 17th
Ju}}', and were immediazely put altogether
in a moft mi{erable prilon, with nothing
tc eat hus {tinking beef aud coarle bread

to baned ue by tﬁtﬁhg our netting; and: | e

als, induce me to the liberty I now take
of submitting the following s'atement to
your consideration :

In the month of Junelast, I dispatched
the ship Hopewell, Preserved Sisson,
master, and the brig Rockland, ’
Atkins, master, with suitable ca goes,
destined or Aux Cayes, in the island of
Hispanivle 3 the farmer armed for de-

fenoe, with twelve -6 pound cannon, and

two twelve pounders, with small arms,
&c. &c. a crew of thirty five in number,
besides passengers—the latter with 8
s1x pounders,small arms, &c. and a crew
of 20 1n number, besides passengers.
Bo h these vessels were regularly clear-
¢d at the custom house of this distnid,
and saiicd on their intended voyape on
the 17th of June. Intheir prosecution
of which, they were met with and captu.
red by a privatecr belonging to individu-
als of the island of Guadaloupe, whither
they were carried, and their crews put
into close confinement. 1 beg leave to
refer you to to the documents encloszd,
for the particulars of the situation in
which those unfortunate men are plac-
ed.
And have the honor to be &c.
(Signel) GEO.BARNEWALL,
James Madisen Esg.

[COPY.]

Gecrge Barnwally Esgq.
SIR,

No doubt ere this you have heard of the
capturc of the Hopewell & brig Rockland.
Owing to S, W. and S. S. W. winds,
was obliged to go to the ezfltward of
Bermud2, in latitude 27, 38, longituce
61, 57, on the 30th of June, at 3
A. M. {aw a brig which.appeared to be
dogging us, and at day light tle bore down
upon us, hoifted an Enghith enfign & fired
a gun to leeward—we were then under all
the fail we could fet ; but finding the came

) With ' |
colors, and fired a gun to leeward, and
{hortened fail—] hailed the Rockland, and
defired capt. Atkina to keep on our lee bow
and near us, as I wifhed to fpeak the pr-i
vateer first, and know what fhe was before
we atiempted any thing—(he was then on
our weather quarter—the Rockland not
keeping in her ftation, dropping more to
leeward, and nearly on our lee quarter, the
privateer was then almofl within hail of us,
but immediately up helm & run along fide
the Rockland,and commenced finng under
Englith colors, which was returned by the
brig—the privateer being between us and
the brig prevented my fring until | gotin
a fitnation to fire clear of the Rockland,
wh ch was in lc{s than a moment,when we
commenced firing to the beft advantage we
could—theRockland fired only one broad.
(ide & fome mulketry when the was board.
ed. they onlyleft 8 men on board —fheered
off and gave usa broadfide, and attempted
to board us,. but was repulfed by our
quarter gun pikes and mufketry they
then kept clear of our pikes, and played
continually with all their men, -with
but mufketry——our men,. feeing

notlung

their fhipmates. falling, most of -the
|:Jand{inen quit their quarters ; the priva- .

teer feeing this attempted the fecond time
i o 'f';ﬂ”
ol

and very !hort ¢ven of that ; they will
not {ufler me to fee any American, nor
have ary commun:cation with any body—
there is a {chooner called the Snake in the
Grafs, bought in New York and fitted
out at Salem, with five guns, taken and
broupht here a few days before me, one of
the mates is allowed to gog out at times,

and this was the only opportunity I had
to write, They lay ;gllfi_i:_dj_lj_ : J

.reafon for them to clainr us.
mfay more, is, that your [hip and

to America, that every veflel bound to

St. Domingo, if taken, fhall be treated as
grates.  God only knows what they
mean to do with us. I beg you will do
all 1 your power to ger our government
to claim us, otherwife I do 1ot know
what they may do; they feem to be in-
veterate againft the Americans, and even
told me every fhip and captain’s names
that were armed from New York.

Captain Atkins had his mate Lilled
and one man, and feveral wounded, him.

{elf wounded, and died at this place on
the 232d inftante

The {chooner Snake in the Grafs, com-
manded by James Mansfield, who is alfo
in prifon, with all his men—the ve{Tel
will be condemned, although they did not
fire a fhots As no protelt can be made
here, I thought it beflt to let the officers
fign this letter with me—feveral large
privateers are getting ready to go down
in.thc Bite after the Americans ; the
privateer that took us was the brig Fre.-
briskey, captain Antwan, with ten long
French fixes, two 12 pound cannonades,
one long cighteen pounder, and a hundred
and fifty men. The French feem to be
very inveterate againft the Americans,
and infult us as the pafs the prison. Al]
that 1 can f{ay more is to requelt you to
do what you can with our government to
claim us as Americans, as the manner in
which the French privatcer engaged us
under Englifh colors will be a {ufficient

All that

property was defended with {pirit, uptil
overpowered by numbers,

I am fir, with refpe&,
~ Your molt obedient fervant,
(S:gncd) - P. SISSON,
§M‘AHLON BENNET,
JAMES ROSS, jun.

Guadaloupe, Point Petre, July 26, 1804,

N. B. You will pleafe to excufe any

fault in this letter 2as I am o clofely
watched. | '

e e
The subscribers

) ESPECTFULLY inform the public, that
they have on hand, at their brewery, a

large supply of § o Tadle and Small BERR,'
BROW S,

Paie ALE and N ST0UT, of a superior
quality. Also, Porter in botties, at one Dollar
per Gozen, put up for immediate use, or to stand
any climate, by giving neticea short time before
wanted. Country customers and others may
depend on the greatest attention in packing—
Any of the above quality on draught, prepared
for bottling if required. .
‘Wzanted to perchase 2 quantity of Porter Bot-
ties, by thegress ordez-n. |
MARCUS M'CAUSLAND & Co.

N. B. Suong Beer put up for ihe East India

market st the shortest notice. |
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| Brecntivti—ihefe-benches are occupied

~Campbeil;-Mr. ~Boyle, and-

Chairs were

handing a paper, which was

TUEKSDAY, Fesavaay 13, 1835,

g

On Thursday night the ftore of Me(srse
Bowman and Walker was broke into and

dc_rahlc amount—>Scarcely a night pafees
without fome “{lore or warehoufe beinz
plundered. Certainly our watchmen mnust

be frosi-mnipped, li;:fo/ing or a sleep.

they were compelle

hour instead of the prefent mode of 0
once in cvery two hours, there’is

to call Cvery ha't

protected, [ Vo-fo.k Herald)

FROM WASHINGTON.
February 3, 180s.
The trial of judge Chufe, upsn the irs-
peachmentof the boufe of reprefencatives,
commenced this day ; agrétable to the
former determination of the Senate. Pie.
vious to an account of the proceedings, [
(hall inform you of the arvangement and
order of the court, The Scnate, in its

legislative capacity, at prefent occupics

the fecretary.

The fenate chamber is ftted up 1n
hand{eme flyle as a court—and laid out ine
to apartments for the {enators, the houle
of reprelentatives, the managers the ace
cufcd,‘and counfel—the members of tie
executive departments, befide a fe miocir.
cular gallery confltru€led within the area
of the chamber, which forms from its front
an amphitheatre contiguous with the fixed
gallery of the Senate chamber,

On the right and left of the prefident of
the Senate, and in a right line with his
chair, there are two rows of benches,
with defks in front., and the whole front
and feats covered with crimfon cloth ; {o
that the fenators front the auditory.

The fecretary of the‘fenate retairfs his
ufoal flation in frent of the Prefident’s
chair—on the left of the fecretarv is plaa
ced the ferieant at arms of tirc'f!:n-lu-,
and on his right the feigeant at arms of
the houle of reprefentatives. |

A temporary [rmi circular  gallery,
which conlilts of three ranges of benches,
1s clevated on pillars, and tke whole front
and {cats thereof covered with green cloth
—at the angla: or points of this gu.lery
there are two boxes which projeél Into the
area abeut three feet from the line of the
front, wlich fave the abruptneis of a
{quare termination, and add confiderably
to the cRe€l of the coup d'@t. In this
gallery ludies are accommodated, and
they aflemtle in numbers.

On the flotr, beneath this temporary
gallery, three benches are provided rifing
from front to reary, and alfo covered with

robbed of boets and f(hoes to a confie

It

nlg 44
ek I g

doubt but we (hould be I'nmc;g_h“ bettep

the north welt room, formerly the otfice of

by ‘thc members of the houfe of reprefen-
tatives—on the right there is a {pacious

box appropriated tor the members of the

¢xccutive department, foreign miniflers
ke, &c '

A paflage i3 opened in front from the
prefident’s chair to the doore—on the nighs
and left hard of the prefiden:, and i:;
tront of the members ot the hoyfe of re-
prefentatives, are two boxes of two row. .
of feats—that facing the prefident’s righ.
is occupied by the managers—that on ;h;
other fide of the éar for the accufed and
his counfel—thefe boxes are covered with
blue cloth.

The marfbal of the difri® and 2 nesme
ber of his officers have charge of feveral
{tations in the avenues of the court and in
the galleries—and the whole is fo well ar-
ranged as to be condufled on the opening
with ail the order and filence that could
be defired,

At 12 o'clock the [enate, by their fe.
Cretary, made a communication to the
houle of reprelentatives, that they were
ready to proceed upon the trial in the fe-
nate chamber § and thereupon proceeded
to their “flations, preceded by their fer-
geant at arms—and the prefident (Mzs.
Burr) being feated :

The members of the houfe of reprefen-
tatives, preceded by their fpeaker xnd the
managers, having entered the court gnd

taken their flations—on the front {eat Nr. -

Rodney, Mr. Nicholfon, Mr. Clark and
Mr. Randolph ; on the fecond row, Mr.

- T

™
il =aks gl ¥ E N

re
provided on the left of the
managers for the fpeaker and clerk of the
houfe of reprelentatives,

- The President then direfled the crier
to open the court—which was done in the

old Norman fiyle ;—Qvxs | (Qyxg ¢
Orxx ! all manner of perfons, &c, '

The President then direited S:ﬁnlnl

Chafe to be called—which was d
he appeared, |

On Judge Chafe’s advancing to ti}e_bar |

followed by his counfel,
dreffed him.

which the fenate bad granted to pregare
for his defence was now expired, and ‘he

the prefident ad-

deflired to know if he'was prepared to an-
fwer to the charges preferred againft -him

by the houie of reprefentasives, .
~ Judge Chase then delivered fome oh.

fervations, in-too low ‘arvoice to be heard
by us dillinelly, but .feemed to import,

that the time was not as much ag he with-

ed, and that his anfwer was not fo com-

plete -as he had defired——he eonclyded by

delivered by
the fergeant at. arms to the

read ity {a'd to the eff
fomething ‘in the pﬁpctior_ snnexed to it

arly —

informing him thatthé time

fecretary of
llht ftnne; and by him read z—..gh"i-?;’mn :

-y The Prezident of the fenate having alfo :
&, that there L AU
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