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from a reference to the actual cost of a 3arge portion of the eanal, above
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sra a survev and working estimate of the
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and below Williamsport; as
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£63 mailes immediaioiy tolow the great Cacapon: at which point, it is con-
templated to erect the next, or 6th dam, across the Potomac.‘ The total
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cost of these 204 miles, it 13 confiduuily believid, Wil nel e¥ce2t Et0y
000, tat of the two millions, $1,400,000 will be applicable to the:
construction of 51% miies avove Cacapon; which allows about $27,18
er mile for this portion of the Eastern section.

It will probably be supplied with two feeders, by damis erected across

the Potomac ; one, immediately below the South Branch the other above
‘ to locate the

Cuinberland. TIi may, and pro
last of ihese dams, a few mile
servoir in the bed ofthe mer, f
nal, above the mouth of the So s
as well as to favour the 1umbe.~ iron and coal trade, from the base of the
Alleghany, and the intermediate shores of t he North Branch of the Poto-
mac. |

As to the time which should be allowed for the completion of the East-
ern section, past experience assures the friends of the canal, that if the ens
tire line of 78 miles were placed under contract, eighteen months, or two

years, at most, would suffice for that object.
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sonsg of extreme drou ht.

The committee have awaited for several deiails, respecting the Western
section of the ¢anal, to suppl y an estimafe, also, of iis probabie cost, and

its
of the time required to complete it. These bave not been procured : but
{hey are informed, that this branch of the enquiry, which they were in-
stricted to make, is now before a commitiee of the House of Representa-
tives, of ithe Congress of the Urited States, and they fo rbear to do more,
at present, than to refer to the estimates of this part of‘ the canal, submit-
ted io the President and Directors of the Company, in a report from Na-
than S. Roberts and Alfred Cruger, two of their engineers, in 1829. They

-

computed the cost of this section, supposing it to mainiain a breadth of

60 feet, at dpS 018 73, nd de its length 153% mlles.
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ginal plan, it may n ot be improper to add, have been confirmed, in the sub-
joined extracts from lettera addressed to the chairman of the committee by
Col. Loammi Baldwin, a distinguished civil engineer of M assachusetis;
for some time the engineer in chief, of the Board of Public Works of Vir-
ginia, and more recently engaged by the United States as principal engi-
neer, i{x constructing the dry docks for the navy, at Charlestown in that
State, and Gosport, in v irginia.
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