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be equzl. It is no answer to repeat that an unconstitutigy,

law is no law, so long as the question of its legalityis to , I
decided by the State itself; for every law operating ipjy. a
riously upon any local interest will be perhaps thought a4 D
certainly represented, as unconstitutional, and as has beg, >
shown, there is no appeal. &
If this doctrine had been established at an eatlierd,, #BE ¥
the Union would have been dissolved in its infancy. The
excise lawin Pennsylvania, the embarge and non-ipt. &
course lav/ in the Eastern States, the carriage tax i Vi it
ginia, were all deemed unconstitutional, and were more g d
equal in their operation than any of the laws now eomplaineg gf
of; but, fortunately, none of those States discovered thy |
they had the right now claimed by South Carolina. The e
war into which we were forced, to support the dignity of the d
nation and the rights of cur citizens, might have ended in de- E )
feat and disgrace, instead of victory and honor, if the States, g
who supposed it a ruinocus and unconstitutional measure, "
had thought they possessed theright of nullifying the act by :3
which it was declared, and denying supplies for its prose- for
cution. Hardly and unequally as these measures bore upon .
several members of the Union, to the legislature of none -
did this efficient and peaceble remedy, as it is called, sug- };rc
gest 1self. 'The discovery of this impértant feature m our wh
constitution was reserved to the present- day. To the it
statesmen of South Carolina belongs the invention,and .
upon the citizens of that State will unfortunately fall the evs o 1
of iid?cuig it to prgctlcg. tho
if the doctrine of a State veto, upon the lawsof t2e ma
Union, carries with it internal evidence of its impracticable tha
absurdity, our constitutional history will also afford abur- the
dant proof that it would have been repudiated with indig- tha
nation, had it been proposed to form a feature in our Ge- exis
vernment. . OF ¢
In our colonia] state, although dependent on anothe: uns,
power, we very early considered ourselves as connected b will
common interest with each other. Leagues were forné tapt
for common defence, and before the declaration of inde- coul
pendence we were known in our aggregste character & troy
the united colonies of America. That decisive and 1o i
portant step was taken jointly. We declared ourselves ? Stat
nation by a joint, not by several acts; and when the te?ﬁ tengy
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of our confederation were reduced to form, it wasin &% .
of a solemn league of several States, by which they agres E it}
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that.they would, collectively, form one nzation, for tac P*



