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mth then* existence, whereas if left to after years, ihe-1m-
pressxon received, ahhouch at first au{hcmntly stroag, will,
in its duration, be comparadvely transient.

In ‘Pl‘nmmendmc the stndy of our criminal code,
eiates to f!‘f’ natnre and npﬁmnnn nt }3'33‘!}0 o

. T

he extent of pumbnmems the bupermtendex it 18 aware
1ovelty of the proposition; but he is confident it will
rought useless nor impolitic, W hen it 1s considered
how much it concerns every men to know what acts are
criminal in Jaw, and what measure of pummment 1s provi-
ded for them; and when it is also considered that many acts

are made’ criminal by the Legislature, which, not being so
mdependent’ of positive M""‘atlon. arn to bn learned nnh-
by studv and research. It cannot have escaped the most
common observation that offences, made such by the acts of
Assembly, are often committed through ignorance of
the law, and that the guilt of VlO]uUOIh, 1s sometimes
incurred through ignorance of the extent of their crim-
inality. And while it is recognmized as a fundamental
principal that “ignorance of the law excuses no man
for its transo'reqsmn” no man can. be safe without some.
knowledge of those acts for the transgression of which
he is uncondltlonally answerable. The 1nfluence, also,

vhlch such l\no'vledge has on the. mind, is another consi-
deration, not less favorable to iis early culm ation. If a
kl’lOWle(jﬂ'L of the nature of crimes and punmnm“nts be ear-

Iy 1mpresqed on the minds of the children, their abhorrence
of criminal acts cannot fail to be dbep and eaduring, , and
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the probability of their committing them pwpmtlonamy di-
’m.msq It may, however, be proper to observe, that it is
no t ntended to rem"xmenr‘ ﬂ; studv of the law generally

P 1mary Schools; but of such part: only, as every man
[ ‘business ought to know, and which, if he does not learn
at school, he will find himself deficient in the ordinary pur-
suits of life. A knowledge, for example, of what contracts
should be 1n writing; of ‘what solemnities are required in
wiils and other instruments, of what consideration is neces-
garvi in cortain ag recments; and of guch ather p'"*fs of law
asare of like apphoablhty to our dally concerns and avoca-
Uons 1s of such obvious ITxpOI‘Lam,e that it cannot be ne-
cessary to urge arguments in its favor.

It may perhaps be ObJPCted to the course of study here
me‘;cmbed that 1t will require more time than children or-
dinarily have to spend at school. In answer, however, to
that objection, it might be observed that most children
spend the greater part of their time at school, between the
ages of five and fifteen vears a iength of time much great-
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