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" BEYOND THE SEA 
o 

Address on behalf of the colored people of America delivered before 
the World's Fourth Sunday Sc'icol Convention, at Jerusalem, Sunday, 
April 17, 1904, by Rev. W. Sampson Brooks, D.D., F. F. Belsey, Esq., London, 
presiding. 

Addresses of Welcome were delivered by the Right Rev. G. F. Blyth, 
D.D., Bishop of the Church of England in Jerusalem and the East, Hon. 
S. Merrill, American Consul at Jerusalem, and John Dickson, Esq., His 
British Majesty's Consul at Jerusalem. 

Rev. W. SAMPSON BROOKS, D.D., is a typical Negro, born of 
slave parents, educated in America, toured the British Isles and Continental 
Europe, Northern Africa, Turkey, Holy Land and Egypt. He is brilliant, 
logical, eloquent, magnetic, full of pathos and humor. He gained an inter­
national reputation by his serio-comic lecture of "What a Black Man Saw 
in a White Man's Country," and his Negro co-operative speech at Jerusalem 
at the World's Fourth Sunday School Convention. He speaks without notes. 

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gen t l emen:— 
I do not know but this is a grea ter honor than I have a 

r ight to expect, by reason of the fact tha t there are numbers 
of my professional bre thren who have grea te r intellects and 
are more capable to meet the demands of the hour t han I, 
and I must acknowledge t h a t I am not gifted, as many of 
them are, in the graces of oratory and with the ease of 
diction. Together with this, there are those of your race 
who have been missionaries among Negroes and who have 
been professors and presidents of colored schools, and whose 
contact with them has enabled them to study the Negro and 
to know him in a way t h a t I do not. And while it is t rue 
tha t I cannot conceal my gratification a t this high honor 
which has been accorded me, it seems fitting t ha t I should 
offer this apology. 
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I am glad tonight to speak for the da rk side of the pic­
ture . Your word of welcome sounds in my ear like a chiming 
bell, whose tongue has been bathed in air e therea l and whose 
melody is entrancing indeed. And I t h a n k you for it. I 
rejoice when I th ink t ha t it is th rough the influence of t ha t 
gospel which we preach and by the teachings of t ha t God 
whom we adore , tha t man has ceased to look upon his 
fellow man as his enemy and today has his arms and his 
hear t open to receive the s t ranger a t his ga te . If the re had 
been no g rea te r tangible evidence of the efficacy of Chris­
tianity t h a n this, it would still remain the grea tes t boon 
which humani ty has received. 

NEGRO'S WONDERFUL PROGRESS 

Coming from my home-land, as I do, from far beyond 
the sea, I have come to greet you and to tell you tha t the 
Negroes in America are incorporated into church life and 
are contr ibuting their par t to the uplift of humani ty . The 
dawn of freedom saw them in a most pit iable condition. 
After more than two centuries of bondage , the most 
degrading and brutal slavery which the world has seen, the 
Negro suddenly found himself his own master , his own pro­
tector, in fact, wholly responsible for himself and his wel­
fare. How poorly he was fitted for this g rea t responsibility 
can only be determined by an insight into the misery, woe 
and degrada t ion of tha t awful hell from which he had but 
recently emerged, and whose horrors t ime and propriety 
forbid me expose. With every vestige of manhood crushed 
out, bruta l ized, cowed, discouraged and enveloped in the 
dense ignorance which centuries of the grossest inhuman 
t rea tment alone can produce, he s tepped forth into the a rena 
of freedom to survive or perish. Wi thout a cot tage in all the 
plains and surrounded by those who had but yes terday been 
his masters , and whose machinat ions and prejudices and 
cruel injustice have continuously impeded his progress, the 
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black man in America has steadily and surely wended his 
way upward , until today, he owns millions of dollars in 
property, has reduced his ill i teracy lower than several of 
the European and Lat in-American races, and his sons and 
daughters are contr ibuting to the wealth, culture and uplift 
of our mighty nation. This all in the brief span of forty 
years. To my mind, this most wonderful development and 
these astounding results could not have been a t ta ined but 
for the Negro's abiding faith in God. And this faith has been 
fully justified, for God raised up friends among the Chris­
tian white people of America whose efforts to uplift the 
black man stand out as one of the sublimest facts in the 
phi lanthropic history of America. And many of these 
friends have come from among the former masters of the 
Negro. Such a blessing, with its convincing proof of the 
efficacy of the teachings of Christ and its immeasurably 
good results, could not help but make a lasting impression 
on the Negro and beget a deeper faith in him. So today, we 
stand to welcome a larger view of Christian sentiment and 
yearn for the day when the teaching of His gospel shall 
proclaim Him Lord and Master . 

The history of the ea r th has never produced a g rander 
or more affecting spectacle t han the evolution of this mighty 
Christian phi lanthropy, which began in the jungles of Africa 
through the omniscient movements of an Eternal F a t h e r ; 
and which is, th rough the centuries of change, still march­
ing on over every human barr ier . And it will continue to 
march until the g rea t I AM has lifted the Black Man every­
where from barbar i ty to civilization, from slavery to free­
dom, from weakness to s t rength , from poverty to weal th , 
from moral, social, intel lectual and religious nothingness to 
place and power among the races of the world. 

The Negro must s tand alone. We real ize t h a t we must 
grasp all of the grea tes t problems of life, depending solely 
upon our own brain and brawn, so far as human aid is con-
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cerned. We are p repared for the fray, to do bat t le for our 
own, and are ready to win or die in the a t t empt . To this 
end the black men and women of my country are striving to 
gain a c learer conception of the position they occupy in 
relation to thei r citizenship. This, I believe, has dawned 
upon us, for we a re gradual ly organizing ourselves into those 
s tronger agencies which a lways display unity of purpose. 
Among those agencies the chief is the church. 

T H E NEGRO CHURCH 

To the Negro in America t he church is a different 
institution from what it is to his white bro ther ; it is still the 
chief center of his activities, moral, social, intellectual as well 
as religious. Here he brings the problems which puzzle and 
vex him, whe the r economic, spiri tual or social, and he re­
ceives instruction and advice, and even aid, in the adjust­
ment of all these difficulties. Ever since the days of slavery, 
when the Negro surreptit iously held converse at his religious 
gather ings , until now the church has been the center of 
social activity. This has made the Negro church a peculiar 
institution, but it has ever held t rue to a s t rong faith in God 
nevertheless. 

We, as you know, are s truggling with the denomina­
tional p rob lem; but side by side with it is the problem of 
unification. The denominational problem is t he church 's 
p rob lem; but the problem of unification is the problem of 
the human hea r t . It is a proposition t h a t must be s tated and 
demonst ra ted upon the religious b lackboard , and the result 
will show t h a t unification, therefore , is the major te rm of 
the major premise. 

We are optimistic in all of our religious, social and in­
dustr ia l concerns. We believe t h a t God has hidden some­
where in his unrevealed future, the solution of all these 
things t h a t so vex and disturb us today. But we do not be­
lieve things will be solved until we shall have reached our 
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matur i ty ; and then will God send forth a Joshua of t ra ined 
Christian character , who, with his own sword of humani ty , 
moral courage and excellence, shall cut the ecclesiastical 
knot, and re legate to the dead past all our .vexatious prob­
lems. (Applause.) 

A MESSAGE 

One thing more I wan t to say, my bre thren at home 
wanted me to say—wanted me to put it on record and file 
an aff idavit—frankly declar ing t ha t we believe in God and 
the t r iumph of r ighteousness. We believe t h a t justice and 
t ru th shall yet prevail in the dealings of men toward each 
o ther ; and t h a t black men will yet be able to say, without 
consciousness of limitation, God is my F a t h e r and all men 
are my brothers . We believe t ha t God shall walk and ta lk 
with man in this new Garden of Eden, and t h a t sinful 
creatures shall be able to say, without compunction of con­
science, "Abbe F a t h e r . " This is the golden chain t ha t runs 
through all scr iptural history, t ha t man is to be presented 
before God without spot, and holiness is to be the legal 
tender in all t ransact ions . 

A PROPHECY 

It is t rue t h a t history repea t s itself. My optimism in 
our evolutionary movements is clear-eyed. Upon the 
nation's b lackboard , before thei r united intelligence, Africa 
and Africans shall yet re-wri te their own his tory; and the 
world shall yet recognize them as bre thren . 

HERE AT CALVARY, this g rea t a rmy marks the 
twent ie th century as never before. Here we are , Shem, 
Ham and J a p h e t h , real iz ing the dream of the centur ies— 
here we are together , before us the events of the day, a 
horoscope of t ime, and we shall be able to detect and depict, 
in the gray dawn of the new morn, the events t ha t t ranspi re , 
and read between the lines the story of the age. 

My brethren, since we went out from Arara t , thous-
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ands of years of ago, we had our wars , our bloodshed, our 
f ight ings; but now we meet here under the shadow of the 
cross, the th ree sons of Noah, and from t h a t da rk past, 
from the d a r k wreckage , we shake hands , never more to 
par t , to go out from Jerusalem with united hands and 
hear ts , to conquer the world for Jesus Christ. 

"Not t h a t the sunset of life gives me mystical lore, but 
t h a t coming events cast their shadow before ." Had I some 
famed Athenian tongue, with which I might subdue the 
s tubborn minds of men and m a k e them yield to w h a t thei r 
bet ter na tures teach—or, in the place of reason 's spark, 
had I some vivid l ightning flash of love, wherewi th to set 
all human hear t s a f l ame; had I the whir lwinds of a thous­
and years, with which to sweep aside the centuries, and all 
the garnered thunderbol ts of God, wherewi th to rend the 
rocks of human hate and g reed—my soul should break its 
silence and my will would emancipa te them all, could they 
forever drain eternity 's unfathomed reservoir, behind whose 
everlasting gates are the tears of women mingled with the 
blood of m e n ; my lips would quickly loosen and my hands 
be swift to free t he elements, could they but bring to men 
tha t happ ie r day I wish to see : Tha t day when all mankind 
shall consti tute one common brotherhood, and all shall live 
for one, and one for all. Tha t day when we shall wecome 
a larger view of Christian sent iment ; when redemption and 
holiness shall become the theme of science, the essence of 
philosophy, the song of poetry, t he inspiration of l i terature, 
and the pract ical experience of the human hear t . 

The voice of God so speaks; the hand of Providence so 
directs. (Great Applause.) 

(Extracts from the address were repor ted by Geo. C. 
Higbee , Marque t t e , Mich., official s tenographer for the 
World ' s Sunday School Convention at J e r u s a l e m ) . 
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