THE HALL OF RECORDS

The Hall of Records of Maryland was built as a part of the tercentenary
celebration of the landing of the Ark and the Dove. It is located in Annapolis
on the corner of College Avenue and St. John’s Street. It is controlled and
supervised by the Hall of Records Commission which was created by Chapter
18, Acts of 1935, and which is composed ex-officio of the Governor, the Comp-
troller of the Treasury, the Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals, the Presi-
dents of St. John’s College, the Maryland Historical Society, the Board of
the Peabody Institute, and the Johns Hopkins University. The present
members of the Commission are Governor Herbert R. O’Conor, the Honorable
J. Millard Tawes, Jr., Judge Carroll T. Bond, Mr. Stringfellow Barr, Senator
George L. Radcliffe, Dr. J. Hall Pleasants, and Dr. Isaiah Bowman.

Every state, county, city, town, or other public official in Maryland is
authorized to deposit for preservation any original papers, official books, records,
documents, files, newspapers, printed books, or portraits not in use. The
Commission accepts gifts or deposits of like nature from other than govern-
mental officers. The Hall of Records furnishes for a small fee typewritten,
photostat, or microfilm copies of any materials in its custody. The Com-
mission has a seal and is empowered to certify such copies. All the materials
at the Hall of Records are open to the public; inquiries received by mail will
be answered, but no family lines will be traced, nor will any record be evaluated
for genealogical purposes.
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PREFACE

Of the great number of official records created by the provincial govern-
ment of Maryland only the bound volumes have survived in any quantity.
Almost all of the unbound material has disappeared and a good deal of it
without any hint as to its fate. Reports of committees of the legislature
beginning with 1724 recount the same dismal story of neglect. Every now
and then some patching or copying was done, but no appreciable improvement
was made until 1835-1836 when David Ridgely, the first State Librarian, made
an inventory of the discarded records thrown behind the stairs to the dome of
the capitol, in old sea chests and in any other convenient and hidden place.
Ethan Allen stated in 1861 that Ridgely’s inventory did not contain half the
materials which he himself had placed in the Council Chambers twenty-five
years before. But the losses did not stop there, for there are many items in
Ridgely’s lists, especially of the Revolutionary period, which have disappeared.

In 1866, Brantz Mayer returned to the executive office a mass of loose
papers which had been sent to him for examination by Governor Bradford.
While the papers were in his custody he divided them into broad chronological
groups. Among these groups was one which he labelled “Proprietary and Royal
Period” composed of ten bundles, and it is these bundles which ultimately
became the Black Books. The original bundle numbers have been preserved
as volume numbers but some bundles were too large to be bound into one
volume so that the collection which contains over 1,500 items actually forms a
series of twenty volumes. It was Brantz Mayer who suggested that these papers
be repaired and bound in folio volumes and that the various periods and
subjects be bound in different colors “so as to facilitate a search for any par-
ticular period. Thus, the Proprietary and Royal Government papers might
be bound in Crimson; the correspondence of our Delegates in Congress during
the Revolutionary War in Blue; . . .” The suggestion to bind the various
series in: different colors was followed later, but the color scheme was not; and
the Proprietary and Royal papers are now bound in Black. Three other colored
series, Blue, Brown, and Red form the curious spectrum of the “Rainbow
Series.”

The papers which Brantz Mayer examined were returned to the Land
Office and sometime between 1866 and 1878 (when Mayer made a second
report) the bundles were sewn up and bound without further regard for the
other recommendations which had appeared in the report of 1866. By the
provisions of the Act of 1882, chapter 138, these papers along with many of
the other early records in the Land Office were transferred to the Maryland
Historical Society in Baltimore. About 1905 the Legislature made its first
appropriation for the care of these records, and the Maryland Historical Society
began the long work of carrying out the plan of Brantz Mayer. So far as the
Black Books are concerned, this work was finished long before the collection
was transferred to the Hall of Records on October 22, 1936.
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In only one respect did the Maryland Historical Society fail to carry out
the plan of Mayer and that is in the matter of arrangement of the papers.
Mayer had recommended that the papers be “arranged with chronological exact-
ness.” According to Mr. Louis H. Dielman, who followed the progress of the
Black Books from the time the materials came to the Maryland Historical
Society, “it was decided not to change the original arrangement, in order that
the calendar should not lose its usefulness, for the appropriation was too small
to provide for proper cataloguing . . .” The calendar to which Mr. Dielman
refers is not properly a calendar, but simply a list of the materials giving the
date, the number of the document, and the character of the communication or
the person or persons to whom addressed and from whom sent. Neither the
calendar nor the papers were ever indexed, so that the searcher, lacking both
index and arrangement, has had to run the whole list, over 1,500 items, in
order to make full use of the materials.

The editors of the present Calendar have contrived an arrangement not
by rearranging the papers, which was impossible since they are bound in their
present order, but by arranging the calendar entries in chronological order.
The mechanics of this rearrangement will be explained in the Introduction;
I wish here only to say that it is my belief that new scholars will find this order
good and old ones will not be inconvenienced. The index will at long last
open this material to the searcher with limited time.

This Calendar of the Black Books is the first of a series of publications to
appear under the aegis of the Hall of Records Commission. It will be fol-
lowed shortly by a Catalogue of the holdings of the Hall of Records and in
due time by volumes of similar nature. Editorial work on this first volume was
begun by Miss Elizabeth W. Meade in April, 1941; she was joined in July
by Emil Fossan who was called in February, 1942 to the War Department and
is at present in the Army. Mr. Fossan’s part was taken over by Roger Thomas
who has with Miss Meade brought the work to a successful conclusion. It has
been an arduous task but one of which the three editors may be justly proud.
The Archivist’s part has been advisory only.

Morris L. RapoFF,
Archivist




INTRODUCTION

The three hundred pages following are aimed to fill the need for a
calendar of the Black Books which became apparent when every visiting scholar,
interested in Maryland colonial history, was forced to consult the volumes page
by page. The one-line notations prepared by the late Dr. James A. Robertson,
the first Archivist of the State of Maryland, for the purpose of insurance
appraisal and the older inventory in the custody of the Maryland Historical
Society proved inadequate.

Close study of the nearly 1,600 papets in the Black Books showed three-
fifths to contain material not yet printed; of the remaining two-fifths, about
one-ninth is merely referred to in the Archives of Maryland.! Hitherto undated
documents were dated, for the most part very definitely or at least by periods,
and after chronological arrangement, items widely separated in the Black Books
were in the main brought together. Justification for preparing this volume lies
in the facts stated. If the labor of researchers and genealogists has in any way
thus been lightened, the arduous hours of abstracting, arrangement, editing, and
tedious proofing of this calendar will seem to us not unprofitably spent.

The twenty bound volumes—numbered as eleven—are one huge scrapbook
of “loose papers,” all official records, i.e., communications from one government
official to another or communications from a private citizen to an officer of the

2 Concerned for the most part with affairs of the

government or vice versa.
proprietary Province of Maryland, a few of the documents deal with inter-
colonial business, one outstanding example being correspondence relating to the
relief of the sufferers of the Boston fire of 1760.

The collection includes 133 drafts, 439 letters, and 1016 documents. Except
for the letters whose miscellaneous contents defy easy classification (though the

subject index will be a partial guide to them), the material may be classified as

follows:

Messages ..o 234  Reports 37
Petitions _ 187  Certificates and orders_..______ 35
Addresses 115 Acts of Assembly________ 26
Boston Fire 110 Memoranda .. 26
Accounts 90 Lists of Allowances and Taxables. 24
Court Proceedings ... 76  Proclamations ... . S 24
Bonds 56 Council Proceedings ... 23
Instructions 45 Other legal documents_.________ 22
Depositions 40  Ofhcers’ commissions 20

1Though three persons have made an independent search of the Maryland Historical
Magazine, they found less than a dozen Black Book items in print.

2The volume sequence is:

No. 1 1 vol. No. 7 1 vol.
No. 2 2 vols. No. 8 2 vols.
No. 3 3 vols. No. 9 . 2 vols.
No. 4 4 vols. No. 10 2 vols.
No. 5 2 vols. No. 11 1 vol.
No. 6 1 vol. Portfolio 1 vol.

The twentieth volume, the Portfolio, contains all oversize documents—broadsides, sub-
scription lists, long petitions, etc. Item numbers run consecutively from volume to volume.
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Communications between the legislative and executive branches of the
government are classified as addresses, those between the two houses of the
legislature as messages. There are also a small number of broadsides, charters,
Council of Safety proceedings, inventories, leases, passports, resignations, surveys,
treaties, warrants, and wills. The first date of these 1,589 items is 1637, the
last 1784. Although these dates cover a period of 147 years, the items do not
cover each decade in equal proportions. Only three documents have seventeenth-
century dates and fifty-two items come after 1774; the bulk of the material,
therefore, falls in the period, 1740-1770.

The items in the series are not bound with much reference to chronology
and are only roughly grouped by topics; in this calendar the entries follow in
chronological order with consecutive numbers. No date could be assigned with
certainty to twenty-three items which have been placed at the end of the chrono-
logical sequence. We have printed, along with the name-place index and the
subject index, a “Finding List.”

For a model in the preparation of our calendar we have consulted the
standard guides, but since we have been unable to find anything in print which
could be exactly duplicated, we have been obliged to develop our own style of
entry and to modify the usual rules to fit our records. The greatest modification
occurs wherever it was necessary to indicate the place of the document in the
Black Books. The calendar number in bold-face type is printed in the right-
hand margin, and, immediately beneath it in smaller type, is the Black Book
number by volume and item. Otherwise, the form in the entry is the same as
in other calendars. Since the abstracts of the texts of the original documents
have been prepared by two persons, it is natural that there should be some
differences in style and in the amount of detail included. All signatures, proper
names, notes, and information as to seals and endorsements are also given when-
ever they appear. The location of each item which is printed or referred to in
the Archives of Maryland and in the Maryland Historical Magazine has been
indicated.

The reader is entitled to a brief explanation of the way in which the
three-part index has been prepared, particularly as this feature of the calendar
occupies nearly one-third of the pages. The name-place index, since it fills
seven-eighths of the index space, has been placed first. Here no attempt has
been made to distinguish among different men of the same name, i.., all
references to John Brown are listed in a single entry. The vagaries of eighteenth-
century spelling have been ignored in favor of the spelling most common in
the Black Books. Only when Christian names are similar can the researcher
see this procedure plainly; otherwise, all possible spellings should be consulted.
Forts, ports, ships, and tracts of land have been grouped under these headings
in the name-place index, as well as Indians and Negroes whose first names
only are known. The subject index is brief, containing only such topics as
receive the greater part of the discussion in the original papers. The final index
or “Finding List” is intended as a guide to enable anyone who has merely the
Black Book reference to locate it in this calendar. Ten items have been marked
in this list as missing. The original collector who grouped the Black Book
papers in volumes occasionally misnumbered his items, skipping from number
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five to number seven, for example. This practice has given rise to the idea that
these items were lost, but, in reality, very few documents have actually
disappeared.

We are grateful to Dr. Dieter Kunz of the University of Maryland for
his help in deciphering petitions signed by German settlers in the Province.
Mrs, Marion Disney, Miss Amelia Snyder, Miss Jane Day, and Mrs. Imogene
Hollywood are responsible for typing the manuscript. Mirs. Josephine Jickling
and Miss Martha Butler assisted in preparing the name-place index and Miss
Butler has been responsible for careful proofreading on this portion of the
manuscript.

Annapolis,

December 20, 1942.
Elizabeth W. Meade
Emil Fossan
Roger Thomas

TABLE OF ABBREVIATIONS

A. Autograph

Arch. of Md. . _______Archives of Maryland, Volumes
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C. Copy
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VLY Mark, substitute for signature

Port. ; Portfolio volume of the Black Books

S. Signed

The word Maryland is to be understood whenever a place-name is used
without the name of the larger administrative unit.
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Caecilius {Carvert], Lord Baltimore, Warder Castle, England. To Lt. Gen. Leonard
CaLverT and Gov. William Stone [Annapolis].

Instructions concerning the granting of land to first settlers, 1633-1635; settlers are
allowed 500, 1,000, and 2,000 acres of land for bringing wives and other colonists to Mary-
land; each grant constitutes a manor with manorial cousts; settlers who arrive between
1635 and 1638, to receive five acres for every person they bring in; orders the Governor
to proclaim and enforce this new regulation.

ADS. 2pp. 39.6cm. x 26.4cm.

Printed in Arch. of Md., III, 47-49.

William Bosman. Last will and testament.

The land is bequeathed to the three sons: John, William, and George; they shall
have possession at seventeen years of age; the wife, Elinor, is made executrix; William
Thonne and Thomas Bloyse are appointed guardians; the stock and various goods are
divided among the seven children: John, William, George, Bridget, Katherine, Anne, and
Mary; George is bequeathed a ewe given him by his godfather, Parker; Laserus Maddox
receives two ewes, a lamb, and a musket; as long as Henry Edwards and his wife shall
live, George shall stay with them; the children are to be brought up to learning.

D.S. “Vera Copia.” 4 pp. 30.8cm. x 19cm.

Signature: Vachel Denton.

Found in Wills, Liber 1, folios 228-230.

See Arch. of Md., XXXIV, 244-245.

Charles [CaLvert], Lord Baltimore [England}. To Col. George TaLBoT.

Commissioned to visit William Penn on Skoolkill River to present Maryland’s claim
to 40th degree of north latitude; Talbot states claim to Nicholas Moore, deputy to Penn.

CL.S. 2 pp. 32.7cm. x 20.2cm.

Certified a true copy by J. Logan.

Bill of exchange with protest and settlement.

A copy is given of a bill of exchange to William Rich drawn on Thomas Lloyd,
London, by Henry Trippe; it is made payable to Robert Grundy or order, signed by
Richard Marsden, and made payable to William Warren & Co., order for Hall; it is
received from William Trent and Amos Garrett; James Puckle, notary public, certifies
that on November 15, 1703 he presented the bill at the request of Jonathan Scarth;
Lloyd refused payment for lack of funds; the bill was then protested; witnesses were
Michael Compigne and Ja[mes] - - - idge; it is then certified that on December 16, 1703
Mrs. Sarah Garrett paid on account of Amos Garrett, the last endorser; a receipt for
payment of the bill and costs is made out to her.

D.S. 2 pp. 30.cm. x 19.5cm.

Certifications signed by James Puckle, seals impressed; receipt signed by Jonathan

Scarth

Somerset County Court Proceedings. Joseph YouNGER vs. Alexander CARLILE.

The commissioners present are: John Bozman, John West, Thomas Newbald, John
Franklin, John Stockley, Stephen Horsey, Isaac Horsey, Bryan Tean; Joseph Younger
seeks to recover £95 17s.4d. from Alexander Carlile, administrator of William Carlile;
through his attorney, Samuel Worthington, the plaintiff produces a document in which
William Carlile acknowledges himself indebted to Younger for the above-mentioned sum;
Alexander Carlile, the administrator, has refused to pay; the bond, dated April 20, 1700,
pledges Carlile to pay the sum at the town of Whitehaven in the county of Cumberland
on or before next October20; the condition is such that if the sum of £47 8s.8d. is paid
on or before this date, the obligation is void; the witnesses are William Stockdan and
Edward Coutes; the defendant by his attorney, Theodorus Bonner, says that the plaintiff
ought to be debarred from his action; Younger says that he ought not to be debarred;

1
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