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Background

The Maryland Public Charter School Program is governed by Title 9, Subtitle 1 of the Education
Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland. The statute requires the Maryland State Department
of Education (MSDE) to report annually to the Maryland General Assembly regarding any
updates or amendments made to public charter school policies byLocal Education Agendies
(LEAs) as well as the implenentation of the Maryland Public Charter School Program on or
before December 1 of each year.

The Maryland General Assembly enacted the Maryland Charter School Program in 2003, “to establish an
alternative means within the existing public school system in order to provide innovative learning
opportunities and creative educational approaches to improve the education of students.” [Maryland
Education Article 9-101 (b)].

The key provisions of the Maryland Charter School Law include the following:

e local School Boards are the authorizers of public charter schools.

Public charter schools comply with all State and local education laws and policies, unless waived.
e Employees of public charter schools are employees of the LEA.

e Charter schools receive an amount of public funding that is commensurate with the amount of
funding expended on behalf of all public school students.

e Charter schools are open to all students. Admission is by lottery. Weighted lotteries are permitted
in some circumstances.
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Overview of Maryland’s Charter Schools

In the 2021-2022 school year, 48 public charter schools served 24090 Maryland public school
students in six LEAs within Maryland. There are 32 public charter schools in Baltimore City, one
in Baltimore County, nine public charter schools in Prince George’s County, three in Frederick
County, two in Anne Arundel County, and one in St. Mary’s County. Figure 1 shows the number
of charter schools and charter school enrollment by year.

Figure 1. Maryland Public Charter School Growth 2002 through 2023

Note: Monocacy Valley Public Charter School was approved by the Frederick County School Board in
2001, before passage in 2004 of Maryland’s Charter Law.

Maryland Public Charter Schools Growth,
2002 through 2023
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RENEWAL AND APPLICATIONS

During the 2021 -2022 school year, 14 public charter schools completed a contract renewal review with
their local board of education. Frederick County reviewed and renewed one charter, awarding a new 5
year charter term. Baltimore City reviewed 12 charters. The Baltimore city board voted to close
Independence School Local | at the end of the 2021-2022 school year. Ten Baltimore City charter schools
were renewed for a three-year term. One Baltimore City school, Coppin Academy, was extended for one
year to provide time to assess the partnership with Coppin State at the request of the new president of
Coppin State.

Six applications for new charter schools were received by LEAsin the 202 1-2022 school year.
Activity by LEA:

e Anne Arundel County

o One applicant submitted two times; the applicant was first declined, then approved after
resubmission.

e Baltimore City
o One application was received and declined for Shining Willow, a proposed elementary school.
e Frederick County

o One application was received and approved for the Sabillasville Environmental School
conversion project.

e Howard County
o One application was received and declined for Reading Opens Doors elementary school.
e Montgomery County
o One application was received and declined for MECCA Business Learning Institute. The
applicant has appealed to the Maryland State Department of Education.
DEMOGRAPHICS

Maryland’s public charter schools serve a diverse array of students. Table 1 provides the percentage of
students attending public charter schools who are eligible for Free and Reduced Price Meals (FARMS) and
the percentage of students with disabilities (SWD). The percentage of students in all public charter schools
who are eligible for FARMS is greater than that of the State. In Baltimore City, the percent of students
eligible for FARMS and the percent of SWD are comparable. Outside of Baltimore City, a lower percentage
of students eligible for FARMS or who have disabilities attend charter schools than traditional schools in
the LEA.
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Table 1. Percentage of students receiving selected special services for public charter schools and for all
schools, 2021.

e

indicates no students or fewer than 10 students in the category

FARMS SWD English .
LEAand Sdools Enrollment g Title |
Percent Percent Learner
All Anne Arundel Schools 82,473 376 10.6 8.0 9.1
Chesapeake Science Point 496 21.4 <=5.0 * *
M h A I
onareh Academy, Glen 663 28.8 10.4 <=50 .

Burnie
All Baltimore City Schools 77,159 64.7 14.6 9.8 75.3
Afya Public Charter School 112 66.1 26.8 * >=95.0
Baltimore Collegiate Schoolfor 455 675 163 * ~=950
Boys
Baltimore International 739 61.7 <50 <50 206
Academy
Baltimore International " "
Academy West 142 66.9 8.5
Baltimore Leadership School

528 71.6 8.1 * >=95.0
for Young Women
Baltimore MontessoriPublic 474 53 158 . 299
Charter School : ‘
City Neighbors Charter School 231 43.7 17.7 * *
City Neighbors Hamilton 233 339 26.2 * *
City Neighbors High 422 60 325 * *
City Springs Elementary/ Middle 636 87.7 153 <=5.0 >=95.0
ConneXions: A Community 539 8.9 285 N 5050
Based Arts School ’ ’ e
Coppin Academy 354 69.2 11.9 * *
Creative City Public Charter

340 72.1 11.8 * >=95.0
School
Empowerment Academy 281 66.5 11.4 * >=95.0
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LEA and Scools

Frederick Elementary

Furman Templeton
Preparatory Academy

Govans Elementary

Green Street Academy

Hampstead Hill Academy

Independence School Local |

KIPP Harmony Academy

Lillie May Carroll Jackson
School

Midtown Academy

New Song Academy

Patterson Park Public Charter
School

Pimlico Elementary/Middle
School

Southwest Baltimore Charter
School

The BelairEdison School

The Crossroads School

The Green School of Baltimore

Tunbridge Public Charter
School

Wolfe Street Academy

All Baltimore County Schools

Enrollment

350

440

362

866

848

145

1,568

306

196

174

739

671

429

923

162

160

470

260

111,583

90

88.6

74.3

73.7

27.9

66.2

74

74.5

60.7

78.2

43.8

78.2

82.5

76.6

56.8

34.4

34.7

45.8

36.2

12

15.5

13.5

17.7

<=5.0

37.9

10

14.4

16.3

19.3

15.7

16

10.6

12.3

8.1

12.8

English
Learner

<=5.0

<=5.0

17.2

21.9

9.3

66.9

7.8

December 2022

Title |

>=95.0

>=95.0

>=95.0

>=95.0

>=05.0

>=05.0

10.2

>=05.0

>=95.0

>=95.0

>=95.0

>=05.0

>=05.0

>=95.0

28.1
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English
Learner

LEA and Scools Enrollment

Title |

Watershed Public Charter 220 29.5 7.3 * *
All Frederick Schools 43,217 26.2 11 6.7 7.2
Monocacy Valley Montessori 296 18.6 9.8 * *

Carroll Creek Montessori

Public Charter 314 18.2 15 ’ )
Frederick Classical Charter 371 13.2 7.8 * *
All Prince George's Schools 131,209 64.9 10.7 20.8 36.8
Imagine Lincoln Public Charter 389 66.1 8 * *
2:;?12‘: Andrews Public 422 o7 59 . .
et e wm s eso
o™ am w6 s
Excel Academy Public Charter 425 64.9 6.1 <=5.0 *
:_”;:g:z E%?dations at 162 38.5 9.1 * *
e e w2 owa w0
College Park Academy 671 46.1 6.7 <=5.0 *
Legends Charter School 583 415 5.7 * *
All Saint Mary's Schools 17,212 35.4 11 <=5.0 13.7
Chesapeake Charter School 466 17 10.7 * *
All Maryland Schools 879,286 45.3 11.6 11.1 242
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Table 2 lists graduation rates for public charter schools serving high school students and the rates for the
LEAs. The charter schools in Baltimore County, Frederick County, and St. Mary’s County do not include
high school grades.

Table 2. Charter school high school graduation rates, 2018 to 2021 , 4-year cohort
2018 2019 2020 2021

GRAD| GRAD GRAD| GRAD
RATE | RATE | RATE RATE

Schodbystem School

Anne Arundel Chesapeake Science Point >95% >95% >95% >=95
Annérundel AllAnnéArundebchools 89.20% 88.3% 88.89% 90.25
Baltimore City ConneXions Academy 63.20% | 4737% @ 64.71% 60.32
Baltimore City Independence School Local I 65% 68.42%  40.00% 85.71
Baltimore City City Neighbors High School 87.10% | 82.52%  84.00% 84.47
Baltimore City Coppin Academy 91.50% | 85.07%  86.42% 91.04
Baltimore City g&f‘étﬁllezadersmp School for Young 88.90%  93.48%  >95% >=95
Baltimore City Green Street Academy 81.40% | 94.57% >95% >=95
Baltimor€ity AllBaltimor€itySchools 72.20% 70.33% 69.97% 69.20
Prince George’s Chesapeake Mathand IT >95% | 95.00% >95% >=95
Prince George’s Chesapeake Math and IT South NA NA >95% >=95
Prince George’s College Park Academy NA 95.00% @ 93.85% >=95
Princ&eorge’s AllPrinc&eorgeSchools 78.50% 78.55% 76.17% 77.60
State AllMarylan@harteBchools 84.80% 85.60% 87.18% >=91.00
State AllMarylan8chools 87.1% 86.86% 86.75% 87.20
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LOCAL CHARTER SCHOOL POLICIES [MARYLAND EDUCATION ARTICLE SECTION 910(A) AND (C)]

The State law requires that eachLEA adopt a charter schools policy, post the policy to the LEA website,
and provide the policy to the MSDE. In addition, each LEAis to identify a charter school liaison.

After passage of the Maryland Charter Law in 2003, each LEA adopted a charter school policy. EachLEA
charter school policy contains the key requirements of the statute, including a definition of a public charter
school, eligibility requirements for operators of charter schools, an overview of the LEA process for
evaluation of applications to operate charter schools, and the process for earning a renewal of the charter.
The initial term of a charter contract is five years and renewal terms are three or five years. Prince
George’s County is transitioning from a four-year initial term to a five -year term. No initial contract terms
have been longer than five years.

All LEAs have identified a charter liaison, who is the point of contact for updates and technical assistance
from the MSDE and also serves as the poit of contact for any inquiry from the public regarding public
charter schools.

Table 3 is a summary for eachLEA and the most recent approval or review date for the policy.

Table 3. LEA charter school policies and most recent approval date.

DateofApprova
ormos$recentevision

Local Education Agency

Allegany County 1/11/2011
Anne Arundel County 5/5/2010

Baltimore City 7/28/2022
Baltimore County 10/8/2019
Calvert County 6/9/2022

Caroline County 9/2/2003

Carroll County 12/12/2012
Cecil County 10/9/2008
Charles County 10/17/2017
Dorchester County 5/16/2019
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DateofApproda
ormos$recentevision

Local Education Agency

Frederick County 5/24 12017
Garrett County 12/12/2017
Harford County 8/9/2010
Howard County 4/14 /2016
Kent County 10/6/2004
Montgomery County 10/27/2003
Prince George’s County 4/29/2010
Queen Anne’s County 2/6/2013
Somerset County 11/18/2008
St. Mary’s County 5/25/2010
Talbot County 2/13/2013
Washington County 7/13/21
Wicomico County 10/4/21
Worcester County 2/18/2020

Technical assistanceprovided as required by Maryland Education Article Section 9 -110(b)(2)(i)

The MSDE regularly responds to requests for information and technical assistance fromLEAs, charter
school operators, and the public. Inquiries include questions from potential operators seeking guidance on
the application process and parents seeking information about charter school enroliment.

The Director for the Office of School Innovations at the MSDE meets regularly with LEA charter liaisons.
Attendance includes representatives from LEAs with and without operating charter schools. The meetings
provide a forum for collaborative review of aspects of the charter law and challenges that arise in
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overseeing charter schools. During 2020, this work resulted in a Guide to Charter Renewal and the

creation of a shared online repository of local policy and process documents.

The Office of School Innovations through the Charter Schools Program grant has provided financial
support to LEA liaisons to attend national trainings of the National Association of Charter School
Authorizers.

Maryland State Department of Education | 12
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U.S. Department of Education Charter
Schools Program Grant

In September 2017, the MSDE was awarded a grant from the U.S. Department of Education
(USDE) Charter Schools Program. The award totals $23,343,872 over five years through
September 30, 2022.

Subgrants Ninety percent of the Charter Schools Program grant funding is allocated for subgrants to
nonprofit organizations operating or seeking to operate public charter schools in Maryland. The grants are
available for the start-up costs of new, expanding, or replicating charter schools. Subgrants are awarded on
a competitive basis.

Typically, there is a year of planning between approval of a charter school and opening. Charter school
operators will propose plans for the planning year and initial one to two years of operation. Activities
supported by the grant may include recruitment, planning, professional development, marketing, and
technology acquisition.

The MSDE has conducted five subgrant competitions. The total amount committed to complete and active
projects is $15,226,405. There is $5,117,486 available for new awards.

Completed projects have completed a three-year grant period.

e Baltimore International Academy (BIA), Baltimore City: To expand its original school, adding 325
seats over the grant period.

e Baltimore International Academy (BIA) West, Baltimore City: To replicate its existing K-8 program
emphasizing language immersion in another Baltimore neighborhood. BIA West opened for the
2019-2020 school year.

e Chesapeake Charter School, St. Mary’s County: Added 170 new students to its current K-8
program focusing on project-based learning and arts integration over three years, completing in
June 2021.

e Chesapeake Math & IT (CMIT) North High School Expansion, Prince George’s County: CMIT will
add 300 seats to its STEM-focused high school program.

e Chesapeake Math and Information Technology Academy (CMIT) South, Prince George’s County:
To replicate its STEM-based school model, which is currently successful at three locations in the
county. CMIT opened in fall2018.

e legends Charter School, Prince George’s County: To open a new K-4 school with an intention of
expanding to K-8, focusing on financial literacy and entrepreneurship. Legends opened in fall
2020.

e Watershed School, Baltimore County: Opened a new elementary schoolin the 2019-2020 school
year with an environmental focus and extensive community outreach.
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Projects underway are preparing to open or are in the first or second year of operation:

e Baltimore Montessori Public Charter School, Baltimore City: To expand this existing school, adding
230 seats.

e (Clay Hill Public Charter School, Baltimore City: To replicate the successful Patterson Park Public
Charter School. The school opened in September 2021.

e Empowerment Academy, Baltimore City: To expand enrollment at this existing arts-focused K-8
school.

e Monocacy Montessori, Frederick County: To expand this existing school by adding high school,
starting fall 2023. This will be the first Montessori high school in Maryland.

e New Song Academy, Baltimore City: Converted this existing school to charter status in fall2020
located in the Sandtown Winchester neighborhood.

e Phoenix International School for the Arts, Charles County: This is the first charter school in
Charles County. The school will serve grades 6 through 12 and bring an arts program to the
County. Opening fall 2023 with grades 6-8.

e Pimlico Elementary/ Middle School, Baltimore City: Converted this existing school to charter in fall
2021.

e Sabillasville Environmental School, Frederick County: Converting existing school to charter in fall
2022.

One project is approved for grant funding but has not started, since the project is not approved by the
LEA.

e MECCA Business Learning Institute, Montgomery County: The school has proposed a business
and finance themed program for grades 6 through 12. The Montgomery County School Board
declined the charter application. The group is expected to appeal this decision to the State Board
of Education.

A fifth grant competition was held in 2022. Five applications were submitted, three of the applications are
recommended for funding but the full award process is not complete.

Technical Assistance: The grant enables the MSDE to increase technical assistance activities. Current and

new charter operators can obtain guidance to determine readiness for replication or assistance to launch a
school. Workshops address strategic planning, board development, addressing the needs of all students
and other topics. The Maryland Alliance of Public Charter Schools (MAPCS) manages this work through a
contract with the MSDE.

LEA authorizers also benefit from technical assistance and professional development opportunities to help
ensure that application and renewal processes are equitable and rigorous. The grant has supported LEA
staff attendance at the national conference of the National Association of Charter School Authorizers
(NACSA), regular meetings of the charter school liaisons, and the creation of additional resources such as
the website with local and national resources.
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Summary

Maryland’s public charter schools operate as gart of the LEAs. Demographic data show that the
charter schools are serving a diverse student body; however, there are still opportunities for
growth to serve a student body that is more representative of the diversity of Maryland

students. For example, darter schools should serve the growing student population of English
Learners in Maryland. To serve these diverse student populations, it is essential that student
application and enrollment lottery processes ensure equity and access for families in histdcally
underserved communities.

Performance data is mixed yet includes several examples of charter school students outperforming their
peers in the LEAand the State. The charter school law has enabled the creation of models that have given
families increased choices. The Charter Schools Program grants support the expansion and replication of
high-quality schools and the creation of new, promising schools. Oversight of charter schools is the
responsibility of LEA authorizers who set application timelines and standards of approval and renewal.
Technical assistance support from the MSDE has helped theL EA staff collaborate on the development of
more uniform guidance.
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Appendix

Appendix A: Maryland Public Charter Schools: 2019 Maryland Comprehensive Assessment Program (MCAP) Proficiency for All Students,
Charter Schools and All Schools, Elementary and Middle Grades

If the average for the school is followed by (**), it is higher than the state average for the grade and subject. If the average for the school is
followed by (*), it is higher that the county average for the grade and subject. These cells are also shaded.

ELA ELA ELA ELA MATH MATH MATH MATH MATH
4 6 7 8 3 4 5 6 7

AllAnnéArundeBchools 47.§ 49.4| 51.5| 45.8| 49.9 |48.9 459 | 418 | 36.6 | 35.1 39.9 11.9 35
Chesapeake Science Point S5%k | 81.7**% |89.5%* ST.5* | 41.7%% | 26.1*% | 65.8%*
Monarch Academy 38.5| 39.7 40.3 403 | 52.1*%* [23.6 56.4% | 42 5% | 169 26 437 %* 2.6 61.8%**
All Anne Arundel
Charter Schools 38.5| 39.7 403 | 47.8%F | 66.9%* |57 4% | 56.4%F | 42 5%*
AllBaltimor€itySchools 16.2 18.8| 18.5| 19.3| 25.6 |20.4 19.8 16.7 14.9 11.4 14.3 5.3 9.1
Afya Public Charter School 6.7 26* 24* 1.9 7.8 10.1%*
Balt Collegiate School for 149 | 9 114 | 108 |108 23% | 8.1 45 84 | 10.7*
Boys
Baltimore International
Academy 149 25*% | 34.8% | 32.8% | 53.8%* |32.4% 29.3% 14.5 28.8% 19* 28.2 %% 3].8%*
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MATH | MATH MATH MATH MATH MATH

3 4 5 6 7 8

Balt Leadership School for

Young Women 16.9 17 23 3.4 3.1

Baltimore Montessori PCS 22¢ 85k 50** | 37.9* | 42.9* | 23.5* 22* 15 25* 10.3 19.4* 9.7* 33.3**

Brehms Lane PCS 7.2 6.3 11.3 9 4 3.1

City Neighbors Charter

17 .4~ 16 7.7 14.8 42.9* | 51.9** | 30.4* 16 15.4* 111 14.3* 26.7*
School
City Neighbors Hamilton 154 25* 23.1* | 39.3* 214 21.4* | 23.1* | 41.7** | 23.1* 28.6* 17.9* 33.3**
City Neighbors High 3.7
City Springs 83 | 243 | 93 | 11 25 | 121 | 143 | 151 | 34 | 49 | 16 | 14
Elementary/Middle ’ ’ ' ' ' ' ' ' ' '
ConneXions 5.6 5.8 8.3 3.8 3.3
Creative City PCS 8.1 9.6 13.3 6.5 7.7 6.7
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MATH | MATH MATH MATH

3 4 7 8

Empowerment Academy 12 27.3* |47.4** | 20.5* | 57.9** | 47.1** 12 27.3* | 36.8** 2.3 15.8* | 11.8*
Frederick Elementary 3.3 8.5 9.6 3.3 10.2 1.9

Furman Templeton Prep

Academy 7.7 141 6.5 9.2 1.3 3.2
Govans Elementary 19.2* | 32.4* | 24.6* 11 14.7 19.7*
Green Street Academy 12.2 234 19.3 9.8 6.3 30.3** 6.5

Hampstead Hill Academy 38.2* | 53.8* | 54.7** | 69.8"* | 67.1** | 56.3** | 42* 50** 35.6" | 50** 59** 9.4* 70.6™*

KIPP Harmon
y 22.6* | 22.9* | 13.5 19.9* | 32.6* 17.2 31* 31.2* 14 8.5 26.3* 10.7*

Academy
Lillie May Carroll Jackson 6.5 6.9 27.1* | 153 23 29 17
Midtown Academy 36.4* | 45.5™ | 47.8*" | 36.4* | 66.7** | 30.4* | 22.7* | 22.7* | 30.4* 45 | 429" | 13*
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MATH | MATH MATH MATH

3 4 5 6

Patterson Park PCS 26.8* | 50** 38* | 64.9* | 54.8** | 30.8* | 25.6* | 31.1* | 25.4* | 33.3"* | 19.4* 20*

Southwest Balt Charter

4.4 10.4 11.4 12.8 | 38.5* 14 6.7 14.6 13.6 6.4 25.6*
School

The Crossroads School 21.2* | 30.2* 16.7 19.2* 9.4 24*

The Green School of

. 40* | 19.2* | 33.3* 36* 38.5* | 40.7**
Baltimore

Tunbridge Public Charter

42.6**| 50** | 35.6* | 29.2* | 59.6** | 45.5** | 42.6** | 44** 33.3* 18.8* | 51.9** | 16.7** | 95.8**
School

Wolfe Street Academy 14.3 | 41.4* | 29.4% 11.8 | 41.9*" | 32.4*

All Baltimore City Charter

17.5% | 23.3* | 21.1* | 19.9* | 30.5* | 22.2* | 19.8* 19.4* 16.2* 10.1 16.1* 8.3* 8.4
Schools

All Frederick Schools 515 | 528 | 544 | 529 | 614 | 60.7 | 51.1 50.9 49.6 38.6 47.8 36.9 48.5

Carroll Creek Montessori

PCS 35.5 | 62.1** | 61.3"* | 70** 75" | 86.4* | 19.4 241 16.1 20 36** | 27.8* | 83.3**
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MATH MATH

4 5

Frederick Classical 52.4**| 73.2** | 50** | 56.1** | 64.1** | 76.3** | 45.2** | 75.6™ | 47.5™ | 46.3*" | 51.3*" | 22.2** 90**

Monocacy Valley Montessori |42.3** | 76.7** | 80** | 74.1** | 82.6* | 81.5** | 46.2** | 36.7 30 40.7* | 68.2** | 81.5**

All Frederick Charter Schools|44.4** | 71.0* | 62.4* | 65.3** | 72.2** | 80.5** | 37.4 | 49.0* | 32.7 | 36.7** | 51.2** | 49.2** | 88.5**

All Prince George's Schools | 27.7 | 32.2 | 28.7 | 30.2 | 369 | 316 | 26.2 21.2 18 14.3 13.8 71 9.7

Chesapeake Math and IT 52.5"* | 56.4** | 49.5** | 32.7* | 58" |47.8™ | 44.4* | 27.7* 34* 241* | 27.6™ | 16.9 | 26.6"

Chesapeake Math and IT

South 30.6" | 29.8 20 |60.6* | 60.9" | 51 | 32.7* | 38.3* 16 27.7* | 20.3* 6.7 29.9**

College Park Academy 55.4** | 61** |50.4** 27.5% | 29.1* | 21** 26.9*

Excel Academy Public

21.7 17 17 32.6* | 58.5** 25 28.3* | 23.4* 17 11.6 17.1* | 11.1*
Charter

Imagine Andrews Public

45.7** |1 43.8** | 33.3* | 68.8** | 64.6** | 29.5 | 47.8** | 35.4* 25.5* | 35.4** | 14.6* 7
Charter
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MATH | MATH MATH MATH MATH MATH

3 4 5 6 7 8

Imagine Foundations at

27.6 |46.2** | 40.7* | 26.9 | 40.7* | 35.4* | 44.8** 25* 20.4* 13.5 13 25**
Leeland

Imagine Foundations

— 9.1 244 | 234 28.6 33.8 29.3 13.6 171 10.6 9.5 12.3 2.1 9.1
Morningside

Imagine Lincoln Public

23.7 | 57.8** | 15.4 17 25.5 23.3 16.9 15.6 5.8 2.1 8.5 11.6*
Charter

Turning Point Academy 35.3* | 37.9* | 31.9* | 424 | 35.6 | 43.9* | 27.9* | 22.7* | 304" | 24.2* 11.9 24 56.3**

All Prince George's Charter | 33.3* | 41.4* | 31.5* | 44.2** | 52.6** | 42.7* | 33.3* | 26.0* | 22.0* | 22.6* | 20.2* | 13.2** | 28.4**

All Saint Mary's Schools 466 | 50.3 | 506 | 442 | 502 | 491 46.8 48.2 451 37.9 38.8 22.8 43.9

Chesapeake Charter School |50.8** | 66.7** | 65.9** | 78.6** | 84.6** | 78.9** | 45.8** | 57.1** | 70.7** | 64.3** | 59** | 13.3** | 100**

All Maryland Schools 412 | 436 | 439 | 411 473 | 451 425 39.4 36.7 30.1 26.6 12.5 27.2
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MARYLAND STATE DEPARTMENT OF

EDUCATION Mohammed Choudhury

State Superintendent of Schools

EQUITY AND EXCELLENCE

December 1, 2022

The Honorable Larry Hogan
State House 100
State Circle

Annapolis, Maryland 21401

The Honorable Bill Ferguson Senate of The Honorable Adrienne A. Jones
Maryland Maryland House of Delegates
H-107, State House 100 H-101, State House 100

State Circle State Circle

Annapolis, Maryland 21401 Annapolis, Maryland 21401

Re: Report required by Education Article § 9-111 (MSAR #10541) Dear

Governor Hogan, President Ferguson, and Speaker Jones:

The Maryland Public Charter School Program is governed by § 9-101 et seq. of the Education Article of the
Annotated Code of Maryland. Specifically, § 9-111 of the Education Article requires the Maryland State
Department of Education to report annually to the Maryland General Assembly regarding any updates or
amendments made to a public charter school’s policy by local education agencies, and implementation of
the Maryland Public Charter School Program. In addition to the requirements of the statute, the enclosed
report provides the Governor and the Maryland General Assembly with a general overview of Maryland’s
Charter School Grants Program.

If you have any questions regarding this report, please contact Yousuf Ahmad, Executive Director of
Governmental Affairs, Educational Policy, and External Relations, by phone at (410) 767-0504 or by email at
yousuf.ahmadl@maryland.gov. Thank you for your continued support and interest in maintaining the highest
quality of education for all students in Maryland public schools.

Best regards,

Mohammed Choudhury
State Superintendent of Schools

200 WEST BALTIMORE STREET BALTIMORE, MD 21201 410-767-0100 | 410-333-6442 TTY/TDD

MarylandPublicSchools.org
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