
Maryland Department of Transportation 
The Secretary's Office 

September 15, 2016 

The Honorable Thomas V. Mike Miller, Jr. 
President 
The Senate of Maryland 
State House, H-107 
Annapolis MD 21401-1991 

The Honorable Michael E. Busch 
Speaker 
The Maryland House of Delegates 
State House, H-101 
Almapolis MD 21401-1991 

Dear President Miller and Speaker Busch: 

Larry Hogan 
Governor 

Boyd K. Rutherford 
Lt. Governor 

Pete K. Rahn 
Secretary 

Attached is the Reduction of Outstanding Arrest Warrants report as required in House Bill 1259, 
Chapter 683, Acts of 2000. The language directs: 

"That the Motor Vehicle Administration (MVA), in consultation with the primary law 
enforcement officers in the State that provide information to the Administration under 
Section 1 of this Act regarding individuals named in outstanding arrest warrants, shall 
report to the General Assembly pursuant to § 2-1246 of the State Government Article by 
October 1, 2002 and each year thereafter on the effectiveness of this Act in reducing the 
number of outstanding arrest warrants in those jurisdictions that provide arrest warrant 
information to the Administration. " 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Ms. Christine Nizer, MV A Administrator, 
at 410-787-7830. Of course, you may always contact me directly. 
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Pate K. Rahn 
Secretary 

cc: Ms. Christine Nizer, Administrator, MV A 
Ms. Sarah Albert, Library Associate, Department of Legislative Services, MSAR 458 

My telephone number is 410-860-1000 
Toll Free Number 1-888-713-1414 TTY Users Call Via MD Relay 

7201 Corporate Center Drive, Hanover, Maryland 21076 



A Report to the Maryland General Assembly 

Regarding 

Reduction of Outstanding Arrest Warrants 
(HB 1259, Chapter 683, Acts 2000) 

The Maryland Department of Transportation 

September 2016 



Reduction of Outstanding Arrest Warrants 
(HB 1259, Chapter 683, Acts 2000) 

This annual report was prepared in response to language contained in HB 1259, (Chapter 683, 
Acts 2000). Specifically, the language directs: 

"That the Motor Vehicle Administration, in consultation with the primary law 
enforcement officers in the State that provide information to the Administration under 
Section I of this Act regarding individuals named in outstanding arrest warrants, shall 
report to the General Assembly pursuant to§ 2-1246 of the State Government Article by 
October 1, 2002 and each year therecifier on the effectiveness of this Act in reducing the 
number of outstanding arrest warrants in those jurisdictions that provide arrest warrant 
iriformation to the Administration. " 

This Act directed that the Motor Vehicle Administration (MVA) suspend an individual's driver's 
license and refuse to register or transfer the registration of the individual's vehicles ifthe 
individual is named in an outstanding arrest warrant (OA W). The legislation specifically says 
that the program is optional for local police agencies. Despite this, the MVA has reached out to 
State and local law enforcement agencies on numerous occasions, initially working to design the 
program and acquaint police officers with the program benefits and operation. 

The MVA worked with the Department of Public Safety and Correctional Services to develop an 
automated interaction between the OAW Program and the current Meter System used by law 
enforcement. Law enforcement agencies who are participants in the OA W program no longer 
need to enter the warrant information into two separate systems, thus eliminating duplicative 
steps. All law enforcement agencies are aware of this service. 

Since the program's inception on December 1, 2001, 54 law enforcement agencies, 
approximately 26% of all law enforcement agencies in Maryland, have either participated or 
enrolled to participate. Although Maryland State Police (MSP) is one agency, there are 23 MSP 
Barracks that participate and report separately. It appears that each year, the number of 
outstanding warrants that are reported by the participating law enforcement agencies, the number 
of suspensions imposed by the MV A, and the number of warrants that are satisfied are all 
. . 
mcreasmg. 

In monitoring the branch activity, there is still a concern regarding the error rate, which remains 
around 50%. This means that around half of the individuals whose driving privileges were 
suspended for having an outstanding arrest warrant should not have been suspended. The 
warrant had either been satisfied or recalled, and the MV A had not been notified. We are 
regularly communicating with law enforcement agencies to reduce the error rate. 



Reduction of Outstanding Arrest Warrants 
(HB 1259, Chapter 683, Acts 2000) 

Ou tan din rr tW nant tati: tical Totals 
October 2004 throu® Augus1 6. 2016 

Law EAf-IM'.llt Att•nr O.teJolned Nollttt Sut.nmdM Mlsukn 
Anne Arundel Co. Sheriff's Office 03/26/2003 47,SS9 21.920 25 
Baltimore C itv Police Dmru'lment 04/30/2008 8,093 5.l!OS 627 
Baltimore City Sheriff's Office 08 022004 200 84 0 
Baltimore Co. Police Department 12/CW/2001 24,84 1 2 1,296 7 
Baltimore Co. Sheriff's Office 0312112009 1,731 1,525 0 
Caroline Co. Sherill's Office•• 01104/2005 5 1 34 I 
Carroll Co. Sheriff's Office OS 11 2002 272 202 0 
Cecil County Sheriff's Office 0310112005 0 0 0 
Charles Co. Sheriff's Office I0/2312002 1.887 1,449 9 
Dorchester Co Sheriffs Office 0312412005 707 384 3 
Easton Police Department 0201 2011 ISS 81 0 
Frederick Co. Police Denartment 0712 112003 l .23S 753 3 
Frederick Co. Sheriff's Office 04/30/2008 21 17 8 
Garrett Co. Sheriff's Office** 05/05/2003 5 0 0 
Harford Co. Sheriff's Office 11/13/2002 ISJ95 10.170 4 
Howard Co. Police Dconnmcn1 08/19/2004 7,326 4.024 s 
Howard Co. Sheriff's Office 10/28/2002 940 646 5 
Hurlock Police Deoartment OJfO ll.2011 0 0 0 
Manchester Police Department** 12/1712001 0 0 0 
Montgomery Co. Police Deoartmenl 0711412003 4S.54 1 35,933 30 
Montiw mery Countv Sheriff's Office 0 1/01 /20 12 34 1 226 0 
Prince George's Co. Sheriff's Office• 1212212009 50,379 10,997 19,033 
Queen Anne's Co. Sheriff's Oftice 11/23/2005 151 95 0 
Rockville City Police Department 05/01/2002 2.176 l.SS6 3 
Ridgely Police Department** 08/16/2004 0 0 0 
Rising Sun Police Department** 05/01/2011 7 I 0 
Talbot County Sheriff's Oftice** 03/01/2011 2 0 0 
Washington Co. Sheriff's Office 07/0212002 6.751 3,890 0 
MD Natural Resources Police 10/01 /20 11 1029 .SSS 0 
MD Transoort:nioo Au1hlew1•• 10/29/2008 9 6 0 
MD TrJnsporwtion Au1hcm1y0 10/23/2008 10 2 0 
MSP: &rmck A - Waterloo 07106/2009 577 367 0 
MSP: Barrack B Fm:knck 07 06t'2009 296 203 0 
MSP~ &nack C - Cumberland 07/06/2009 63 24 0 
MSP: Barmck D Bel Air 07/06/2009 122 270 2 
MSP: Barrack E - Salisbury 03/2512003 4 75 327 0 

. MSP: Barrack F - North East 03/25/2003 966 598 10 
MSP: Barrack G - Westminster 09'2612002 772 651 2 
MSP: Barrack H - La Plata 07/06/2009 471 281 4 
MSP: Barrack I - Easton 07f06/2009 1143 656 0 
MSP : Barrack J - Annapolis*** 0312712003 644 297 I 
MSP: Barrack L- Forestville Barracks** 07/06/2009 6 3 0 
MSP: Barrack M - JFK Memorial Highway 07/26/2009 570 390 0 
MSP: Barrack N - Rockville Barracks 07/06/2009 1021 S96 0 
MSP: Barrack 0- Hagerstown Barracks** 03/24/2003 314 1n 0 
MSP: Barrack P - Glen Burnie Barracks 07/16/2002 1.875 1,38 1 6 
MSP: Barrack Q - College Park** 07/06/2009 3 I) 0 
MSP: Barrack R - Golden Ring 07106/2009 42 1 270 2 
MSP: Barrack S - Centreville Barrad.~ 07·061'2009 1076 814 10 
MSP: Barrack T - Leonardtown 03/lS/2003 S4 36 0 
MSP: Barrack U - Prince Frederick 07'0612009 892 433 0 
MSP: Barrack V - Berlin Barracks 07/0612009 144 94 I 
MSP: Barrack W ·- Mc Henry 03126/2003 24 1 102 0 
MSP: Barrack X - Princess Anne'"* 0710612009 41 15 0 
TOTALS 229,001 129,666 19,801 
*Errors submitted by Prince George' s County Sheriff's Oftice in 20 10, corrected in 20 11. 
** Indicates agencies who have not reported in 20 16 as of August 6, 20 16. 
***Closed in 2008 and reopened in 20 15. 
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Outstanding Warrants 
(Cumulative Totals) 

2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008 2007 

Notices 229,001 209,206 186,224 170,317 155,740 140,781 112,260 86,826 70,054 60,201 

Suspended 129,666 120,690 108,577 99,341 90,385 80,982 85,327 61,733 50,874 43,882 

Suspended as % of Notices 57% 58% 58% 58% 58% 58% 76% 71% 73% 73% 

Satisfied/Mistaken/Removed 141,538 128,451 117,437 104,984 95,775 88,213 57,661 47,471 38,215 31,548 

S/M/R as % of Notices 61% 61% 63% 62% 61% 63% 51% 55% 55% 52% 

Satisfied 121,546 108,460 97,453 77,111 75,839 68,282 57,359 47,199 37,980 31,319 

Satisfied as % of Suspended 86% 90% 90% 78% 84% \ 84% 67% J 76% 75% 71% 
' / 

* 
* Note: Anomalous years. Erroneous numbers due to programming errors submitted by Prince George's County Sheriff's Office in 2010 were corrected in 2011. 

Transactions Denied 
09/06/2004 - 08/06/2016 

---Remstration -D~uied ___ Driver's LiceA~~s Qenied-··-1 
10,066 4,109 


