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Background
House Bill (HB 6) - During the 2008 legislative session, the Maryland
General Assembly passed Chapter 360 (HB 6). The Bill establishes state
policy that a law enforcement unit regularly using one or more interrogation
rooms with the capability to create audiovisual recordings of custodial
interrogations shall make reasonable efforts to record interrogations of
suspects in connection with cases of murder, rape or sexual offenses in the
first or second degree.

On or before December 31, 2009, and annually thereafter, the Governor's
Office of Crime Control & Prevention (GOCCP) shall report to the House
Judiciary Committee and the Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee, in
Accordance with § 2-1246 of the State Government Article on the progress
of jurisdictions and the Department of State Police in establishing
interrogation rooms capable of creating audio visual recordings of custodial
interrogations.

GOCCP has made available to local law enforcement agencies funding
through the Byrne - Justice Assistance Grant (BJAG), Law Enforcement
Technology (LET C) grant program for, "Custodial Interrogation
Equipment."

Additional funds have been made available through the Byrne

- Justice Recovery Act (BJRA) since the law was enacted in 2008.

GOCCP has provided $71,695.00 in grant funding (from December 2009 to
November 2010) to agencies that indicated that they needed State support to
build out an audio/video custodial interrogation room. Every application for

this purpose area that we have received, we have funded. That is because it
is a priority area of the Governor and of the General Assembly as evidenced
by the law that was recently passed.

The agencies that have received funding to date are:

Riverdale Park Police Department

$11,817

Hagerstown Police Department

$59,878

In the Fall of2010 GOCCP conducted follow up telephone interviews to
update all information from the survey that was distributed in 2009. 154
local law enforcement agencies throughout the State of Maryland were
contacted. The survey required each respondent to enter the following data:

(1)

Agency Name

(2)

Number of Rooms in use

(3)

The capability of the room, (i.e., visual, audio or audio/visual)

(4)

Future plans for interrogation rooms,

(5)

Timeline for additions of room and/or equipment

(6)

Source of funding

Of the 154 local law enforcement agencies polled during 2010, 144 or
approximately 93.5% responded to the survey. The findings revealed the
following:

• there are a total of 119 interrogation rooms statewide;
•

38 agencies have one room;

•

27 agencies have multiple rooms; and

•

79 agencies have no rooms.

The capability of the interrogation rooms:

•

2 interrogation rooms are equipped with only video equipment;

•

2 interrogation rooms are equipped with only audio equipment;

•

36 interrogation rooms are equipped with both audio and visual
equipment; and

•

10 interrogation rooms are not equipped with audio or video
equipment

In addition:

•

5 agencies use portable video equipment;

• 29 agencies use portable audio equipment; and
•

20 agencies use both portable audio and portable video equipment.

The following is a breakdown of agencies that indicated future plans and
timelines for the creation of new or additional interrogation rooms:

•

10 agencies have future plans for new or additional rooms in 0 to 12
months;

•

10 agencies have future plans for new or additional rooms in 12 to 24
month; and

•

124 agencies indicated they have no plans for new or additional
interrogation rooms.

Agencies indicated the following plans and timelines for new audio or visual
equipment:

•

118 agencies indicated they have no plans.

•

13 agencies will purchase new audio or visual equipment in 0 to 12
months;

•

10 agencies will purchase new audio or visual equipment in 12 to 24
months.

Interrogation room funding sources:

•

42 Local funds

•

11 State funds

•

1 Federal funds

GOCCP looks forward to continuing to support this effort via grant funding
and will provide an update on its progress in 2011 as required by law.

