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The Maryland Air National Guard is proud of its 
continued support of Maryland Special Olympics. 

* Essex/Middle River Chamber of Commerce 
AirShow. Annually prov ide military sup­
port to thjs widely attended event. 

* Women in the Military Service for America 
Memorial. Participated in the WIMSA 
memorial dedication in Washington, DC. 

* Boy Scouts of America. Assisted with 
camp-outs and base tours. 

* Freestate ChalleNGe Program. Provided 
support and mentors for graduates of the 
program. Also provided transportation to 
Georgia for participation in drill and athletic 
competitions. 

* Flyovers/Sta.tic Displays Annually conduct 
flyovers and static displays in support of 
patriotic holidays, civic and special events. 

* Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
Safety Program. Provided facilities and 
support for the FAA in this effort. 

* Base Tours. Provided more than 50 tours 
of Warfield Air National Guard Base to 
student and civic organizations. 

* Independence Day Celebrations. Pro­
vided floats and displays to local commu­
nities for 4th of July celebrations. 

* Junior Reserve Officers Training Pro­
gram. Provided support and assistance to 
local high school JROTC programs. 

A Maryland Air National Guard doctor reviews 
the shot records of a Baltimore City child 
during "Operation Immunization." 
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Mary land Emergency Management Agency 
(MEMA) 

The mission of MEMA is to ensure that the State of Maryland is 
prepared, when emergencies overwhelm local resources, to protect 
the public peace, health and safety; to preserve the lives and property 
of Marylanders; coordinate the restoratio n of vital services in the 
aftermath of natural or c ivil d isasters; enhance speedy recovery of 
communities affected by natu ral and civil emergencies; and to 
admjnister Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
programs before, during and after disasters. 

Major Operations and Accomplishments: 
CSEPP Risk Downgraded: Following mitigation efforts by the U.S. Army, the risk of an 

accident at the chemical storage yard at the Edgewood Area of Aberdeen Proving Ground in 
Harford county was downgraded in 1997, allowing R aiford, Baltimore and Kent counties to 
reassess their emergency plans. 

Delmarva Emergency Task Force Formed: Though hurricanes, tropical storms and 
nor'easters have the potenti al to cause extensive damage and disruption of services statewide, 
planning for these emergencies has special s ignificance for the three states and all counties o n 
the Delmarva Pe njnsula. 

High Marks Awarded/or Nuclear Fallout Preparedness: After a grueli ng multi-day 
evaluatio n by the Federal Emergency Management Agency, MEMA and others received high 
marks fo r their response to a fictional accident and radiation release from the nuc lear power 
generation statio n at Calvert C liffs. 

Ground Broken for New Command and Control Center: After many years of planning, 
ground was broken in 1997 for the new State Command and Control Center at Camp Fretterd in 
northwestern Baltimore Coun ty. The state-of-the-art center will replace the aging Pikesville 
"bunker" and enable Maryland to prepare for, and respond to emergencies in the next century. 
The new facility will be ready in 1999. 

Hazard Mitigation Efforts Continue: MEMA continues its emphasis on mitigation as the 
cornerstone o f e mergency management. MEMA requested $ 1.7 million in federa l grant funds 
for mitigation planning at the state and local levels. Additionally, MEMA has made proposals 
for state mitigation funds, augmented the State Hazard Mitigation Po licy Team, hired a 
mitigatio n p lanner and formed new public-pri vate partnerships co assist in this effort. 
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State Funds 

Federal Funds 

MEMA Annual Budget FY-97 

$602,438 

$6.778.910 

$7,381,348 

8% 

92% 

100% 
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Terrorism Training Offered: MEMA conducted two Chemical/Biological Terrorism 
training programs in 1997. In April , more than 300 people representing all areas of emergency 
management attended a one-day terrorist awareness program sponsored by MEMA and 
Montgomery County. In September, 160 people attended a two-day awareness and exercise 
program offered by MEMA and the Maryland Fire and Rescue Institute. Additionally, in June, 
Maryland offered its first-ever search-and-rescue training program with the assistance of 
Montgomery County. The programs came in response to increased concern about the threat of 
domestic terrorism. 

State Readiedfor Effects from El Nino: While the threat of damage to Maryland from the 
El Nino weather phenomena was not as significant as states on the West Coast, the National 
Weather Service reported in I 997 that the ri sk of a significant snow event more than doubled in 
an El Nino year. Jn response, MEMA formed an El Nino study group, provided information to 
citizens, sent educational packets to every elementary school in the state and met with media to 
discuss El Nino. 

Plans Under Revision: Planning is a crucial foundation for MEMA's disaster preparedness 
acti vities. Planning documents, including the State of Maryland Emergency Operations Plan, 
FEM A's standard operating procedures manual, a new Maryland Emergency Support function 
plan, local plans, and critical fac ilities plans are all either under revision or in draft fo rm. 

Special Projects: Maryland was one of 
only seven states chosen to participate in 
FEMA's pilot program, "Project [mpact" , in 
1997. Allegany County residents will be the 
beneficiaries of this federal flood mitigation 
program. The Governor's Flood Mitigation 
Task Force on Western Mary land remains a 
vital fo rce in the state for mitigation 
assistance. 

Personal Protective Equipment Ready 
For Distribution: Boaters on the Chesapeake 
Bay also will be at risk in the event of a 
release of mustard agent from the chemical 
storage yard at Aberdeen Proving Ground's 
Edgewood Area. Under MEMA's Chemical 
Stockpile Emergency Preparedness Program, 

Flooding along George's Creek in Westernport, 
Allegany County. 

marine law enforcement officers from the Maryland Department of Natural Resources and 
counties will be issued personal protective equipment, including protecti ve suits and hoods to 
prevent injury form a stockpile release while these officers work to ensure that boaters are safe. 

Page 2 1 



Maryland National Guard/Maryland Military Department. 1997 Annual Report 

Page 22 

Installations 

An artist 's rendering of the new armory, Organizational Maintenance Facility and Maryland 
Emergency Management Agency headquarters currently under construction at Camp 
Fretterd, Reisterstown, Maryland. 

Maryland National Guard Facilities: 

37 Armories • 14 Organizational Maintenance Shops • 2 Airfields 
5 Reservations • 4 Training Sites • U.S. Property and Fiscal Office 

302 Buildings • 41 Installations • 2,412,438 Square Feet 
4,068 Acres • $241 ,243,800 Value 
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Our Story In Pictures 

The Maryland Military Youth Corps (Freestate 
ChalleNGe) color guard makes one of many appearances 
during 1997. 

A Maryland Air National Guard C-130 arrives in the 
Baltic nation of Estonia to participate in NATO's 
"Baltic Challenge '97" 

General Fretterd with Mr. And Mrs. Nathan Weinberg (R), 
and Mr. And Mrs. Bernard Segal, the directors of the 
Weinberg Foundation, at the dedication of the Harry and 
Jeanette Weinberg Center at Camp Fretterd. 

Maryland Army National Guard pilots discuss the 
principles of flight with a Boy Scout troop. 

Air National Guard members 
partiepatc in combat search and rescue 
training in the sky over Arizona. 



HUDDLE UP. 
Battalion staff members of the 
2nd battalion, 115th Infantry, 
headquarters in Chestertown, discuss 
an upcoming mission at the Army's 
U.S. National Training Center in 
California's Mojave Desert. 
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