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At Frostburg State University, we view our Commencement as both

a celebration of our students’ achievements and a recognition of their

families who supported them. Our ceremony is truly an academic

ritual; therefore, we ask that you and your families recognize that such

an event requires a certain decorum be maintained. So that all families

can hear the announcement of each graduate’s name, please limit the

length and decibel level of your celebratory response. In addition, we

ask that you silence all electronic devices during the ceremony. 

The University retains the right to escort from the building any 

individual or group who creates inordinate noise that distracts from the

solemnity of the program.



Message from 
the President

Dear Frostburg State University Graduate:
On behalf of the faculty and staff of Frostburg State University, it is my sincerest pleasure to 

congratulate you on your graduation. It is both an honor and privilege for us to share this
important milestone with you.

I appreciate that you have placed your confidence in this fine University and hope that you
have benefited from all that we have to offer. It is my hope that your degree will be one of many
successes in your life and that you take the skills you learned here and use them to make your
mark on the world. Your education is only the beginning of a lifetime of learning.

Today, as you take your place in the history of Frostburg State University, I invite you to
return to take your rightful place in its future. We value your involvement, and we hope you will
stay connected with your alma mater now that you have joined the ranks of proud FSU alumni.

I offer my best wishes to you, your family and friends on this day of celebration, and I wish
for you a very successful and happy future. Congratulations again, and the very best of luck.

Sincerely,

Jonathan Gibralter, President

Dr. Jonathan C. Gibralter joined Frostburg
State University as its 14th president in 2006.
He earned his bachelor’s degree from the State
University of New York at Binghamton, master’s
from New York University, MBA from University
of Maryland University College and doctorate
from Syracuse University. He worked in the
mental health field before entering higher
education, where he has served for over 25
years as a faculty member and administrator.

Under Gibralter’s leadership, FSU has
improved enrollment; renewed its focus on
marketing and branding; established a
cooperative relationship with the city of
Frostburg; and increased fundraising,
exceeding the goal of its last comprehensive
campaign. The University has also developed a
comprehensive strategic plan to guide its
growth and focus its efforts.

Gibralter has aligned FSU with the issues
of climate change and sustainability. He is a

charter signatory to the American College and
University Presidents Climate Commitment and
has been a member of its steering committee
since 2011. Since 2009, FSU has followed the
strategic steps to reduce carbon emissions in its
Climate Action Plan. FSU is highlighted in
Princeton Review’s Guide to Green Colleges and
Sierra Magazine’s Cool Schools.

Gibralter is a national leader in addressing
high-risk drinking through a community-based,
multi-faceted approach. He has discussed the
topic nationally on PBS’s Newshour and NPR’s
All Things Considered, testified before the
Maryland legislature, shared collaborative
intervention strategies with other higher-
education leaders and regularly urges other
presidents to engage the issue. Under his
leadership, reported binge-drinking rates at FSU
decreased below the national average. Gibralter
received the first national Presidential
Leadership Award for his efforts. He chairs the

College Presidents Working Group of the
National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and
Alcoholism. FSU is a member of the Maryland
Collaborative to Reduce College Drinking and
Related Problems. 

He has delivered a variety of presentations
and publications on these topics.

In service to higher education, Gibralter is
Maryland’s delegate to the American Association
of State Colleges and Universities’ Council of
State Representatives and a member of AASCU's
Sustainability Committee and Professional
Development Committee. He has served on the
Board of Directors of the Maryland D.C. Campus
Compact since 2012 and is a former chair of the
President's Council of the Capital Athletic
Conference.

His collaborative approach to higher
education has engaged faculty, staff, students,
alumni and friends in creating one university
offering a world of experiences. 

Back Row – Doug Baer, Jaclyn Franzak, Kathleena Morgan, Antwann Harper, Mireille Mbipeh, Matthew Riley, Pernell Parents, Jacob
McDonald. Front row - Dr. Thomas Bowling, Sandrine Akindo, Sara King, Stephanie Fazenbaker, Masheka Thomas, Zachary Hollis,
Dr. Jonathan Gibralter

The President’s Leadership Circle (PLC) is an exceptional experience provided to select Frostburg State University students to further develop their

skills and competencies as servant leaders. Members of the PLC actively engage in multiple facets of campus life and are recognized for their academic

excellence and contributions to the fabric of Frostburg State University. This year, our PLC students participated in cross-cultural experiences to India,

working on education and women’s empowerment, and worked hand-in-hand to support sustainability and human rights in rural Uganda. Above all else,

these top senior leaders promote the “world of experiences” that Frostburg State has to offer alongside President Jonathan Gibralter. 

We would like to give special honor and recognition for their service to the University.  Graduating this year as members of the President’s Leadership

Circle are:

The President’s Leadership Circle

Sandrine W. Akindo

Stephanie N. Fazenbaker

Jaclyn M. Franzak

Antwann E. Harper

Zachary W. Hollis

Sara L. King
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Mireille M. Mbipeh

Jacob A. McDonald

Kathleena M. Morgan

Pernell E. Parents

Matthew H. Riley

Masheka A. Thomas
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Academic regalia is a visible reminder that the process of intellectual
pursuits has historic and honorable antecedents. The dignity of scholarship in
the past remains vital in the present.

Academic costume consists of gowns, hoods and caps. Traditionally made
from black silk, gowns increasingly are the color of the institution granting the
degree. The bachelor’s gown falls in straight lines and has long pointed sleeves,
while the sleeves for the master’s gown are closed with slits for the arms at the
wrist. The doctor’s gown has a velvet facing and three velvet bars on bell-
shaped sleeves. The velvet is either black or of the color stipulated for the
degree held.

The colorful hoods designate the degree of the wearer, the subject in
which the degree is held, and the institution which awarded the degree. The
colors of the velvet bands on each hood and robe represent the scholar’s field of
learning, while the official colors of the school awarding the degree are always
shown in the lining of the hood. Frostburg State University’s colors are red,
black and white.

The black mortarboard type of cap is most commonly worn, and it is
usually made of the same material as the gown. Doctor’s caps may be made of
velvet and may have tassels of gold or in the color of the wearer’s degree.
Tassels of different colors are also used to indicate academic honors.

The colors for academic fields established by the American Council on
Education include:

Arts, Letters, Humanities. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . White

Commerce, Accounting, Business . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Drab

Dentistry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lilac

Economics. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Copper

Education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Light Blue

Engineering . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Orange

Fine Arts, including Architecture . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brown

Forestry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Russet

Journalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Crimson

Law . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Purple

Library Science . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lemon

Medicine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Green

Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pink

Nursing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Apricot

Optometry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sea Foam Green

Oratory (Speech) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Silver Gray

Philosophy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dark Blue

Physical Education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sage Green

Public Administration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Peacock Blue

Science . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Golden Yellow

Social Science . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cream

Social Work . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Citron

Theology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Scarlet

Veterinary Science . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gray

A C A D E M I C  R E G A L I A

T H E  M A C E
In the Middle Ages, the mace was a weapon used against armored

warriors. It evolved through the years into an ornamental staff which served as
a symbol of the authority of the ruler. Colleges and universities have adopted the
mace as a decorative staff or baton which is carried by the grand marshal of the
institution in all formal academic processions. The mace is also displayed at
other significant events.

The Frostburg State University mace was crafted from mountain walnut
which was milled in nearby Flintstone, Maryland, in 1945. The grain pattern of
the quarter-sawn wood was enhanced by laminating side sections to a central
shaft which was then turned, point-to-point, on a wood lathe. To obtain a high-
gloss finish, 10 coats of trewax were applied while the mace was turned at high
speed on the lathe. The fine detail work around the medallions and the final
coating of wax were done by hand.

The design of the Frostburg State University mace is based upon the
recorder, a woodwind musical instrument. Two die-struck replicas of the
University seal are affixed to the top.

The mace was designed and crafted in 1986 by Dustin Davis of the
Frostburg State University Department of Visual Arts.

T H E  M E D A L L I O N
The Frostburg State University medallion is a replica of the seal of the

University and is worn by the President at all formal academic convocations as
a symbol of leadership and responsibility vested in that office.

The Presidential medallion is die-struck metal with a highly polished gold
finish. The design depicts a torch and book atop a column encircled by the
name Frostburg State University and the founding date of the University, 1898,
with mountains in the background. The torch and open book symbolize the
enlightenment of higher education, while banners on each side proclaim the
dual mission of the University: Scholarship and Leadership. The mountains
represent not only the location of the University, but timelessness and
endurance, and the column represents the University’s foundation in the liberal
arts and sciences. The seal’s original design was the result of a competition
among the members of the junior class of 1960. By class vote, student Janet
Beadle’s design was selected.

A B O U T  T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y

FROM ITS INAUGURAL CLASS OF 57 STUDENTS,
FROSTBURG STATE UNIVERSITY HAS GROWN TO
A PRESENT DAY ENROLLMENT OF MORE THAN
5,400 STUDENTS.
Its physical plant, once limited to a single

building, Old Main, which housed classrooms

and a library, has also grown to over 30

facilities including residence halls, the Lewis J.

Ort Library, the Harold J. Cordts Physical

Education Center, the Lane University Center, the

Performing Arts Center, and classroom buildings

that include the Compton Science Center and the

Catherine R. Gira Center for Communications and

Information Technology, all situated on 260 beautiful acres.

Opened in 1902 as State Normal School No. 2, the University owes

its existence to the tenacity of J. Benson Oder, editor of the Frostburg Mining

Journal, and the citizens of Frostburg who, in spite of political barriers, raised

funds and purchased the site on which “Old Main,” the University’s first

building, is located.

Principal Edmund Dandridge Murdaugh and three faculty instructed the

first Normal School class; in addition, the other faculty taught 151 children in

the Model School. The Normal School students, who were high school students

having to meet no requirements other than age (girls, 16; boys, 17), had but

one two-year course of study: elementary education. The curriculum consisted

of Latin, mathematics, history, rhetoric and literature, natural and physical

sciences, drawing, music, calisthenics, psychology, philosophy of education,

philosophy of school management, pedagogy, observation, practice work and

primary manual training.

Over the years, the name of the institution has reflected the changes in

the scope of its educational mission. In 1935, State Normal School No. 2

became State Teachers College at Frostburg, a four-year college that offered a

Bachelor of Science in Elementary Education. In 1963, the name became

Frostburg State College, and finally in 1987, with the strong support of the

local civic and business community, became Frostburg State University, an

indication of its growing resources, diversity and excellence in educational

opportunities for the region and the state. 

In 1988, FSU became a constituent institution of

the University System of Maryland, comprised of 12

of the state’s 14 public institutions. 

Throughout its growth, the University has

emphasized excellence in teaching. Approx-

imately 80 percent of the full-time faculty hold

Ph.D.s or terminal degrees from institutions

that are among the most prestigious in the

nation. Faculty scholarship has led to scholarly

books, manuals and journals, as well as

numerous articles and reviews. This excellence in

faculty has resulted in superior results for students.

FSU has been ranked first among its peers for the

number of doctorates per 100 baccalaureate degrees awarded.

In the same study, FSU was ranked second in the percentage of national,

prestigious awards received by faculty. These have included Fulbrights and

significant grants from the National Endowment for the Humanities, the

National Endowment for the Arts and other national associations.

At the same time, the University has developed comparable excellence in

academic programs, research, consulting, cultural and athletic events and

facilities. FSU has been named a College of Distinction and has been honored

for community service and sustainability efforts.

Today, the University’s mission and services have expanded significantly.

Over 400 full-time administrators and support staff and more than 200 full-

time faculty serve the educational needs of students who come not only from

throughout the United States, but also the world. These students have a

choice of 48 major programs of study leading to the Bachelor of Arts,

Bachelor of Science, Bachelor of Fine Arts, Bachelor of Technical and

Professional Studies and Bachelor of Science in Urban and Regional

Planning degrees as well as graduate degrees in applied computer science,

applied ecology and conservation biology, business administration,

counseling psychology, education, recreation and parks management,

teaching and wildlife/fisheries biology. In addition, a new Ed.D. in

Educational Leadership is offered.

Frostburg State University continues its pursuit of excellence, a tradition

which now spans over a century.
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T H E  S A S H ,  T A S S E L ,  C O R D &  S T O L E

Today, many students will be wearing, in addition to the traditional

academic regalia, cords or sashes to signify their involvement in various

organizations or to recognize specific achievements. Cum. GPA stands for

cumulative grade point average on a 4.0 scale. Please note: Not all cords or

drapes will be represented at both ceremonies.

Gold sash: Phi Epsilon Kappa, Physical Education Honorary

Brown, blue and gold sash: Gamma Theta Upsilon, Geography Honorary

Red and black sash: Maryland Student Education Association

Gold cord with gold and green tassels: Alpha Epsilon Rho, Mass
Communication Honorary

Dark green cord: Alpha Kappa Delta, Sociology Honorary

Yellow and red cords: Sigma Delta Pi, Spanish Honorary

Red and black cords: Sigma Tau Delta, English Honorary

Blue and gold cords: Beta Gamma Sigma, Business Honor Society

Gold cords: Honors in General Education

Gold medallion with blue and gold ribbon: Phi Alpha, Social Work Honor
Society

Woven multi-colored kente cloth stole: Black Student Alliance

Red, black and white cords: Student Government Association

Navy blue and silver cords: American Society of Mechanical Engineers

Cord or sash with insignia of a particular country: International or
Study Abroad Student Earning His or Her Degree at FSU

Red, black and white cords: Pi Sigma Alpha, Political Science Honorary

Blue and white cords: National Residence Hall Honorary

Light blue and white cords: International Relations Club

Green, red and white cords: Pre-Professional Medical Society

Green and red cords: Beta Beta Beta, National Biology Honor Society

Navy blue, gold and white cords: Student Affiliates of American Chemical
Society

Blue, white and red cords: Pi Delta Phi, French National Honor Society

Royal purple and old gold twisted cords/sash: Delta Sigma Pi, Business
Fraternity

Yellow and white cords: Order of Omega, Greek Leadership Honor Society

Black and gold cords: Phi Eta Sigma, Freshman National Honor Society

Gold medallion with red and black ribbon: Sloop Institute for Excellence
in Leadership

White stole with UPE logo: Upsilon Pi Epsilon, National Honor Society for
the Computing and Information Disciplines

Teal cords: Alpha Kappa Delta, Sociology Honor Society

Navy blue and light gray cords: Society for Human Resources Management

Red and blue cords with red and blue tassels: Phi Alpha Theta, History
Honorary

Red and white cords: Lambda Pi Eta, Communication Studies Honorary

Purple and gold cords: Kappa Pi, International Honorary Art Fraternity

Purple, teal and metallic cords: BURG Peer Education Network

Navy, red and gold cords: Gamma Sigma Epsilon, Chemistry Honor Society

Red and white cords with tassels: Sigma Alpha Iota, International Music
Fraternity

Purple and silver cords with tassels: University Programming Council
Executive Board

Red, black and green cords: African Students Association

Red, black and gold cords: Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia, Men’s Social Fraternity in
Music

Rose and green cords: Delta Zeta, National Sorority

Red and black twisted cords: Bobcat Ambassador

Royal blue and gold cords: Alpha Phi Omega, National Co-Ed Service
Fraternity

Platinum and dark blue double cords with mixed tassel: Psi Chi, Honor
Society in Psychology

Royal blue sash with gold lettering and crest: Kappa Beta Gamma, Social
Sorority

Black and platinum cords: National Society of Leadership and Success

Pink and gray cords: Kappa Mu Epsilon, Mathematics Honor Society

Pink and white cords: Women’s Studies Minor

Green and White: Student Alumni Association
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A C A D E M I C  R E G A L I A

FSU FOUNDAT ION AWARDS FOR FACULTY ACHIEVEMENT
Academic Accomplishment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mr. Gerard R. LaFemina

Department of English
Teaching . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Brent C. Kice

Department of Mass Communication and Communication Studies 
University and Community Service. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Benjamin N. Norris

Department of Chemistry

THE DR.  R .  BOWEN HARDESTY AND R .  BOWEN HARDESTY,  JR .  AWARD
Zelie Mae Collison . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Educational Leadership

GRADUATE  PROGRAM HONORS
M.A.T. Elementary Education. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dana Jean Doggett
M.A.T. Secondary Education. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gretchen Downey
M.Ed. Curriculum & Instruction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Edward Hampton
M.Ed. Educational Leadership . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Travis D. Robison
M.Ed. Interdisciplinary Studies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Merri Kathryn Nelms
M.Ed. Reading . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Susan Faith Sebastian  
M.Ed. School Counseling . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chris William Adams  
M.B.A. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Eugene M. Whitacre  
M.S. Applied Computer Science . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Steven Jay Moon
M.S. Counseling Psychology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Shanica Natasha Roberts
M.S. Wildlife/Fisheries Biology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Karen Elizabeth Zusi
M.S. Recreation & Parks Management . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Eva L’Dora Matthews

UNDERGRADUATE  DEPARTMENTAL  HONORS

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
Accounting. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kiara Bree Ream 

Business Administration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rebeka Ashley Avery      
Management

Samantha Karen-Anne Barger  
Marketing & Finance

Economics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Greg P. Bourne

COLLEGE OF EDUCAT ION
Educational Professions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Erin Kathryn King    

Early Childhood/Elementary Education
Nicholas Zee Amick     

Elementary Education
Kinesiology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jaclyn Marie Franzak  

Athletic Training
Sara L. King

Exercise & Sport Science
Marcus Kyriacou

Health & Physical Education
Recreation & Parks Management . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kyle Philip Gambino

COLLEGE OF L IBERAL  ARTS AND SC IENCES
Art & Design. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brittany Lauren Pendleton     
Biology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Seth Michael Stine

Biology
Megan Elizabeth Carr

Ethnobotany
Sarah Marie Pesi

Wildlife & Fisheries
Chemistry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Margaret Mariah Edmiston
Communication Studies. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sheena Matthews-Downs
Computer Science & Information Technologies. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Megan Diane Balukoff

Computer Science
Jenna Beth Meeks

Computer Information Systems

John Romic McBride
Information Technology

English . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kyler Reagan Redmond 
Geography. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bryn Marina Allston
History. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Katherine Riley
Law & Society . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nicholas Andrew Mcelfish   
Mass Communication . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Elizabeth Kate Hay
Mathematics. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Michelle Lee Welch
Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Hunter James Martin
Nursing. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Patricia Spaar
Philosophy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Katherine Hummel Smith
Physics & Engineering . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Michael Stephen Langlois

Electrical Engineering
Travis Scott McIntyre

Mechanical Engineering, FSU & UMCP
Political Science. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jacob Aaron McDonald
Psychology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mitcha Lisa Shay        
Social Work. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Carolyn Sue O'Dell

H O N O R S  &  A W A R D S
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DECEMBER 2014
Brittany Alvarez
Mass Communications

Rachel Clark
Biology

Matthew Cookus
Exercise & Sports Science

Hussaine Hassan
Chemistry

Alissa Perske
English

Julie Thomas
Early Childhood/Elementary Education

MAY 2015
Nicholas Amick
Elementary Education

Malory Brunett
Elementary Education

Jaclyn Franzak
Athletic Training

Elizabeth Hay
Mass Communications

Zachary Hollis
Business Administration

Aidan Krautner
Psychology

Mireille Mbipeh
Biology

Jacob McDonald
Political Science/Philosophy

Emily Mills
Accounting

Kathleena Morgan
Business Administration

Jessica Moser
Accounting

Skye Pinney
English

Kyler Redmond
English

Katherine Smith
Political Science/Philosophy

Stephanie Taylor
Business Administration

Bridget Willingham
Art & Design

HONORS IN  GENERAL  EDUCAT ION



M E G A N  C A R R
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences

Megan Carr graduates today with a
major in ethnobotony and minors in
forestry, cultural anthropology and biology.
She entered Frostburg State University in
the fall of 2013 as a non-traditional
transfer student with a simple goal: to
complete her degree so she could find a
job. However, her experiences at FSU “led
me to re-examine that [goal], to expand
on it and to see how far I could go,” she
says. During her time here, she has shined as an example of what a student
can do with dedication and drive. She has earned scholarships from the
Allegany Soil Conservation District, the International Society of Arboriculture
and others; presented her research at national conferences; worked at the
Maryland Department of Natural Resources; and much more. With a stellar
undergraduate academic career behind her, she has been accepted into the
Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Studies, where she will pursue her
master’s in environmental science.
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Distinguished Alumni Achievement 

Award Recipient

Mary Clapsaddle joined the Baltimore
City Department of Planning in June 2014,
where she serves as a community planner
in the northwest area of the city, working to
revitalize communities and build healthy,
vibrant neighborhoods. Previously,
Clapsaddle was operating budget manager
with the Department of Legislative Services,
the nonpartisan staff agency to the
Maryland General Assembly, where she supervised a team of analysts
supporting the General Assembly in its oversight of fiscal policy and review of
agency budgets and performance outcomes. She has also served as assistant
state superintendent for Business Services with the Maryland State
Department of Education and director of Policy Development with the
Maryland Department of Business and Economic Development. Clapsaddle
began her career in Maryland government as a budget analyst with the
Department of Legislative Services, after six years as assistant to the Chatham
(N.C.) County Manager. Clapsaddle holds a master’s in regional planning
from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and a bachelor’s from
Frostburg State University.

C O M M E N C E M E N T  S P E A K E R S
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O R D E R  O F  P R O C E S S I O N O R D E R  O F  E X E R C I S E S

THE GRAND MARSHAL
Dr. Kevin Peterson, professor in the Department of Psychology, has been a

member of the FSU faculty since 1992.  His teaching specialties are psychological
testing and assessment, and he coordinates the undergraduate internship program.
He is licensed in Maryland as a Psychologist and consults with agencies throughout
the region. He holds a bachelor’s degree from the University of Steubenville, a
master’s from Frostburg State University and his doctorate from West Virginia
University.
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C O L L E G E  O F  L I B E R A L  A R T S  &  S C I E N C E S

THE GRAND MARSHAL
Dr. Kevin H. Peterson

THE FACULTY MARSHALS
Mr. Dustin P. Davis
Dr. Lance L. Revennaugh

THE UNIVERSITY  FACULTY

THE STAGE PARTY
Dr. Thomas L. Bowling
Vice President for Student Affairs

Mr. David Rose
Vice President for Administration & Finance

Ms. M. Katherine Snyder ’75/M’85
Vice President for Human Resources

Mr. Stephen M. Spahr
Chief of Staff and Senior Vice President 
for Economic Development & Government Relations

Dr. Cindy Herzog
Associate Dean, College of Liberal Arts & Sciences

Dr. R. Scott Fritz
Assistant Dean, College of Liberal Arts & Sciences

Dr. Clarence Golden
Dean, College of Education

Dr. Ahmad Tootoonchi
Dean, College of Business

Ms. Megan Carr
Student Speaker, College of Liberal Arts & Sciences

Dr. Joseph M. Hoffman
Dean, College of Liberal Arts & Sciences

Ms. Mikayla Dodge      
Vocalist

Mr. John T. Short, Jr.
Vice President for University Advancement 
and Executive Director, FSU Foundation

Ms. Mary E. Clapsaddle ’83
Distinguished Alumni Achievement Award Recipient

Dr. William P. Childs
Provost

Dr. Jonathan C. Gibralter
President

CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES

GRADUATE  STUDIES
Dr. Karen Soderberg Sarnaker, Marshal

COLLEGE OF L IBERAL  ARTS & SC IENCES
Dr. Karen Soderberg Sarnaker, Marshal
Dr. Mary Anne Lutz, Marshal

Dr. Jonathan C. Gibralter President of the University, Presiding

Processional The FSU Brass Ensemble 
Mr. Philip W. Klickman, Director

National Anthem Ms. Mikayla Dodge             
Vocalist

Opening Proclamation Dr. Kevin H. Peterson
Grand Marshal

Welcome and Remarks Dr. Jonathan C. Gibralter
President

Commencement Address Ms. Megan Carr 
Student Speaker
College of Liberal Arts & Sciences

Distinguished Alumni Mr. John T. Short, Jr.
Achievement Award Vice President for University Advancement 

and Executive Director, FSU Foundation

Ms. Mary E. Clapsaddle ’83     
Distinguished Alumni Achievement 
Award Recipient

Presentation of Dr. William P. Childs
Candidates for Degrees Provost

Dr. Joseph M. Hoffman
Dean, College of Liberal Arts & Sciences

Conferring of Degrees Dr. Gibralter

Recognition of Honor Graduates Dr. Childs

Presentation of Diplomas Dr. Gibralter and Dr. Hoffman

The Tassel Tradition Ms. Mary E. Clapsaddle ’83
Distinguished Alumni Achievement 
Award Recipient

Recessional The FSU Brass Ensemble
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Elizabeth Lily Baugher
Art & Design
University Park

Andrea Martine Beall
Liberal Studies
Cumberland

Shara M. Becker
Nursing
Catonsville

Brian Bednarz
Nursing
Columbia

Malcolm Rashid Bello
Wildlife & Fisheries
Silver Spring

Nile Kofi Bembry
Art & Design
Ellicott City

David Lamar Bennett
Liberal Studies
Owings Mills

Maima Megan Bernard
Liberal Studies
Olney

Tiffany Nicola Berry
Sociology
Aberdeen

Cheyenne Bhutan
Psychology
Bowie

Stephanie Hannah Ryan Billard
Social Work
Waldorf

Hannah Jordan Blankenbeckler
Theatre
New Market
Magna Cum Laude

Caitlin Elizabeth Blough
Liberal Studies
Easton

Samuel I. Blum
Biology
Pikesville
Magna Cum Laude

Lucille Carol Blumberg
Theatre
Baltimore

Vinson James Boggs
History
Little Orleans

Amanda Marie Boisvert
Wildlife & Fisheries
Elkridge

Dean Bolt
History
Bowie

Sadie An Bolyard
Sociology
Cumberland
Cum Laude

Rachelle Domonique Booker
Liberal Studies
Accokeek

Nicholas William Bowers
Engineering
Millersville

Dakota Bradley
Liberal Studies
Scottsville, VA

Dakota Clinton Bradley
Nursing
Westernport

Charlayna Queene Brady
Law & Society
Washington, DC

David Lloyd Branch
Mass Communication
Randallstown

Brittany Nicole Brant
Art & Design
LaVale
Magna Cum Laude

William Thomas Briggs
Computer Science
Olney

Nysia Divine Broadus
Art & Design
Clinton

Gregory Hunter Broadwater
Art & Design
Rawlings

Matthew Scott Broadwater
Psychology
Oakland
Magna Cum Laude

Anitra Cassaundra Brooks
Psychology
Frostburg

Megan Marie Brooksbank
Nursing
Arnold

Dianna Marie Brown
Nursing
Poolesville

Eric Stephan Brown
Theatre
Potomac

Robert Jerome Brown
Music
Baltimore

Shannon Marie Brown
English
Annapolis

Jamal Garnett Bullock
Mass Communication
Baltimore

Abbey E. Burke
Psychology
Frostburg

Nicholas Stewart Callis
History
Oakland
Cum Laude

Grace Ellen Candler
Chemistry
Cumberland

Christine Regina Cappuccilli
Psychology
Myersville

Courtney Carr
Liberal Studies
Mechanicsville

Megan Elizabeth Carr
Ethnobotany
Frostburg
Summa Cum Laude

Ayanna Nicole Carroll
Psychology
Randallstown

Brian Keith Carter II
Political Science
Silver Spring

Robert Troy Carter, Jr.
Information Technology
Beltsville

Alexa Rae Casavecchia
Biology
Huntingtown

Taylor L. Casey
Sociology
Seat Pleasant

Rachel Virginia Chaires
Psychology
Bel Air

Orayne St. Elmo Chambers
Information Technology
Lanham

Colin Harvey Christian
History
Baltimore

Sally Ann Clas
Nursing
Woodbine

Amanda Louise Clay
Psychology
Cumberland
Cum Laude

Alison Sandra Cline
English
Cumberland

Laura Anne Cofrancesco
Mass Communication
Havre de Grace

Audreanna Lynn Colombo
Communication Studies
Hagerstown

Ryan Michael Cooper
Wildlife & Fisheries
Oakland

Sophia Esterita Darcell Cooper
Mass Communication
Capitol Heights

Kenyatta Rachell Corbin
Law & Society
Waldorf

Jessica Garnett Covington
Psychology
Lanham

Joffrey Marcellus Craig
Mass Communication
Temple Hills

Jennifer Stephanny Cruz
Psychology
Columbia

Aia Grace Cryan
Liberal Studies
Great Mills

Kavon P. Cuffie
Psychology
Fort Washington

Krystal Nichole Cullum
Nursing
Frederick

Sara Elizabeth Danley
Theatre
Mount Airy
Magna Cum Laude

Sophie Marie Davis
Information Technology
Ridgeley, WV

Taylor Michael Davis
Liberal Studies
Frederick

Melissa Barbara Deptol
Nursing
Whiteford

Shawnessa Millicent Devonish
Law & Society
Greenbelt
Cum Laude

Ahourabani Christian Diasso
Political Science
Baltimore

Emily Ann Dickson
Computer Science
Cumberland

Megan Beth Doerr
Nursing
Friendsville

Edward Thomas Dorsey
Engineering
Odenton

Erika Lee Downes
Sociology
Jefferson
Magna Cum Laude

Mikal Dante Downs
Computer Science
Oxon Hill
Cum Laude
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C A N D I D A T E S  F O R  D E G R E E S

AT THIS  COMMENCEMENT, degrees are conferred upon persons who completed

requirements in January and May 2015. As final action cannot always be taken by

the time this program is printed, the list of candidates here is tentative only. 

The transcript of the University, signed and sealed by its proper officer, remains the

official testimony to the possession of a degree.

The designation of honors is based on the grade point average at the end of the

intersession semester. The final grade point average will determine honor ranking.

This commencement program lists the primary major for each candidate.

If an undergraduate student has completed at least 50 credits at Frostburg State

University with a high cumulative grade point average, the scholastic achievement is

recognized in the honors degree, awarded as follows: Cum Laude 3.400 - 3.649;

Magna Cum Laude 3.650 - 3.899; and Summa Cum Laude 3.900 and above.

A number of candidates for graduation who will complete their studies over the

summer will be participating in the ceremony today. These students have been given

permission to participate as outlined in the University catalog. Participation does not

confer a degree. 

College of Liberal Arts 
& Sciences

Nicole Chase Absher
Psychology
Cumberland
Magna Cum Laude

Joseph Daniel Acord
Wildlife & Fisheries
Westminster

Jonathan Gregory Adams
Engineering
Hagerstown

Victoria Lynn Adams
Art & Design
Frostburg

Deborah Gbemisola Adedeji
Nursing
Clarksburg

Janet Adenike Adesina
Political Science
New Carrollton

Diane Soojin Ahn
Liberal Studies
Derwood

Sandrine Wihkokong Akindo
Psychology
Hyattsville

Kenneth Milton Alban III
Political Science
Sherwood Forest

Brandon James Alderton
Biology
Cumberland

Dzhamil Aliyev
Mass Communication
Owings Mills

Desiree Latrease Allison-Towson
Mass Communication
Columbia

Bryn Marina Allston
Geography
Waldorf
Summa Cum Laude

Marco A. Alvarez
Art & Design
Eldersburg

Derrick Edem Amenyedor
Biology
Mount Rainier

Jessica Kathryn Anderson
Engineering
Severn
Magna Cum Laude

Brian Anthony Anello
Computer Science
Grantsville

Robert Cedric Ansah
Mass Communication
Boyds

Sara Rose Ansteatt
Chemistry
Westminster
Cum Laude

Kenny Chidozie Anyikude
Information Technology
Upper Marlboro

Sutton Robert Apsey
Computer Information Systems
Cumberland

Brittany Nicole Armentrout
Nursing
Cumberland

Darius Edward Arrington
Law & Society
Odenton

Jonathan Ashby
English
Cumberland

Arianna Armani Ashton
Mass Communication
Bowie

Shane Michael Baer
Law & Society
Frostburg
Summa Cum Laude

Brooke Leigh Baier
Wildlife & Fisheries
Oakland

Megan Diane Balukoff
Computer Science
Frederick
Cum Laude

Destiny Renee Banks
Liberal Studies
Temple Hills

Spencer Edward Barnett
Mass Communication
Willow Street, PA
Cum Laude

Sarah Lee Barnhard
Law & Society
Middletown

Ngalla Marie Barry
Law & Society
Morningside

Angela Nicole Bartlett
Psychology
Oldtown
Summa Cum Laude

Samantha Marian Basile
Social Work
Gaithersburg

Jordan Alan Bateson
Engineering
Severna Park
Cum Laude

Master of Science in
Applied Ecology and
Conservation Biology

Daniel J. Feller
Swanton

Master of Science in
Computer Science  

Marwan Ali Albahar
Jacksonville, FL

Zachary Alan Bensley
Frostburg

Nicholas Todd Bray, Jr.
Cumberland

LaSean Burnham
Severn

Suresh Reddy Malipeddi
India

DeVonte Matthew McGee
Fort Washington

Daniel Frederick Miller
Frostburg

Steven J. Moon
Frostburg

Mary Beth Moore
Frostburg

Akshatha Raj
Gaithersburg

Kyle Anthony Tilghman
Gwynn Oak 

Shamili Vangala
India

Master of Science in
Counseling Psychology

Theresa Marie Bennett
Frostburg

Justin Lowell Davis
Crystal Springs, MS

Stephanie Kuehne
Seminole, FL

Tabitha Miller
Annapolis

Shanica Natasha Roberts
Frostburg

Sharita Alise Sivels
Brandywine

Brianne Nicole Uphold
Oakland

Master of Science in
Wildlife/Fisheries Biology

Steven N. Preskitt
Glen Allen, VA

Karen Elizabeth Zusi
Hamden, CT



Jayme L. Littlefield
Wildlife & Fisheries
Lakeville, MA
Cum Laude

Andrew Conner Luhmann
Mass Communication
Ashburn, VA

Pape Joseph Lukk
Psychology
Elkton

Charles Lee Lyles
Law & Society
Germantown

Brooke Allison Macklin
Information Technology
Severna Park
Cum Laude

Jeremy Steven Marshall
Wildlife & Fisheries
Clinton

Hunter James Martin
Music
Frostburg
Summa Cum Laude

Korei Quinn Martin
English
Camp Springs

Sheena Chaŕles Matthews-Downs
Communication Studies
Hanover
Magna Cum Laude

Emem Etiene Mbek
Physics
Lanham

Mireille Mehmeh Mbipeh
Biology
Washington, DC
Summa Cum Laude

Ly-Anh McKinley McCoy
Mass Communication
Baltimore
Cum Laude

Daniel McCurry
Mass Communication
Smithsburg

Ebone Cherie McDaniel
Liberal Studies
Mechanicsville

Alex J. McDonald
Liberal Studies
Fort Ashby, WV

Amy Marie McDonald
Nursing
Baltimore

Jacob Aaron McDonald
Political Science
Frederick
Summa Cum Laude

John Aaron McDowell, Jr.
Information Technology
Washington, DC

Nicholas Andrew McElfish
Political Science
Baltimore
Magna Cum Laude

James Edward McGarvey
Nursing
Frederick

Victoria Geanine McHugh
English
Bel Air

Alexandria Jeanette McLeod
Biology
Lanham

Shannon Arielle McLeod
English
Bel Air
Magna Cum Laude

John Phillip McNemar
Law & Society
Mount Airy

Brittany Renee Meaders
Social Work
Elkton

Stephanie Justine Medina
Psychology
Hagerstown

Jenna Beth Meeks
Computer Information Systems
Frostburg

Tyler Pearson Meiners
Wildlife & Fisheries
Jefferson

Patricia Marie Mellotte
Nursing
LaVale

Candace Lucia Merrill
Social Work
Frostburg

Brandon M. Merwin
Geography
Waldorf

Seth Metheny
Wildlife & Fisheries
Frostburg

Kyle Alexander Meyer
Law & Society
Federalsburg

Travis Cole Milburn
Psychology
Cumberland
Magna Cum Laude

Brittney Marie Miller
Psychology
Poolesville

Ryan Alan Miller
Liberal Studies
Springs, PA

Emily Kerrigan Mills
History
Easton

Ryan Mitchell Jones
Communication Studies
Forestville
Cum Laude

Maria Georgios Kalambihis
Psychology
Darlington

Jericha Taylor Kane
Psychology
Baltimore

Kevin Nicholas Kean
Law & Society
Millersville

Tyler Danielle Kennedy
Communication Studies
Charlotte Hall

Leland Clarke Kessell
Social Science
Hyndman, PA

Brandon Robert Kesselring
Physics
Boosboro
Cum Laude

Garrett Richmond Kiddy
Biology
Cumberland
Magna Cum Laude

Aston Wellington King
Psychology
Baltimore

Ian Bernard Kirksey
English
Laurel

Alisha K. Kline-Stewart
Psychology
Hagerstown

Leah Nichole Kobus
Law & Society
Frederick

Andrew Vernon Kotch
Liberal Studies
Gaithersburg

Maryanne Kovack
Psychology
Hagerstown
Magna Cum Laude

Aidan Callan Krautner
Psychology
Frostburg
Cum Laude

Damian Adrian Kreamer
Political Science
Bowie

Alison Michele Kretzer
Psychology
Hagerstown
Magna Cum Laude

Adam Michael Kriner
Social Science
Clear Spring

Stephen Joseph Kuhn
Computer Science
Germantown
Cum Laude

Mary Caitlin Laffey
Art & Design
Westernport

Briana D. Lane
Liberal Studies
Waldorf

Ashley Daye Lang
Social Work
Olney

Michael Stephen Langlois
Engineering
Severna Park
Summa Cum Laude

William Joseph Lark
Information Technology
Huntingtown

Korey Robert Layman
Urban & Regional Planning
Frostburg

David Lee
Music
Silver Spring
Summa Cum Laude

Victoria Leek
Nursing
Elkridge
Summa Cum Laude

Amber Dee Lemmert
Psychology
Frostburg
Summa Cum Laude

Carinna Lea Lewis
Theatre
Oakland
Cum Laude

Jazmin Ayana Lewis
Law & Society
Upper Marlboro

Kenise D. Lewis
Biology
Hagerstown

Casey Lee Li Causi 
Law & Society
Laurel

Celia Frances Lichtman
Chemistry
Potomac

Justin Lee Liller
Computer Science
Rawlings

Rick Joseph Limpert
Computer Science
Mount Airy

Tyler Lawrence Lindsay
Psychology
Lothian

Elise Catherine Duff
Mass Communication
Gaithersburg

Michael Hardesty Durr
Engineering
Cumberland

Sarah Jane Eaton
Nursing
Rawlings
Cum Laude

Gabriel Adam Echeverri
Ethnobotany
Frostburg
Cum Laude

Margaret Mariah Edmiston
Chemistry
Cumberland
Magna Cum Laude

Ashley Jade Emerick
Psychology
Rawlings

Jacob M. Esposito
Environmental Analysis & Planning
Elkridge

Ryan Richard Evans
Liberal Studies
Accident

Katelyn Mary Farr
Foreign Languages & Literature
Waldorf

Jeffrey C. Faulkner, Jr.
Computer Science
Hyattsville

Stephanie Nicol Fazenbaker
Biology
Frostburg
Summa Cum Laude

Caitlin Rebecca Felix
History
Germantown

Tiffany Ann Fenton
Psychology
Frostburg
Magna Cum Laude

Steven Arthur Fernandez
Liberal Studies
Westminster

Alexander Ryan Fisher
Computer Information Systems
Baldwin

Giovanni J. Fitch
Law & Society
Eldersburg

Casey Matthew Flerlage
Art & Design
Waldorf

Nicholas Logan Fowler
Psychology
Frederick

Devin James Francillon
Biology
Oakland
Cum Laude

Laura Antonia Freeman
English
Bethesda

Arturo Fuster Marquez
Biology
Williamsport
Cum Laude

Thomas Gailey
Mass Communication
Mechanicsville

Rubylyn Resurreccion Garcia
Nursing
Joppa

Caitlin Marie Garrison
History
Bowie

Amberleigh Geremia
Wildlife & Fisheries
Eden

David Theodore Gilkey
Computer Information Systems
Ocean City

Bethany Renee Granger
Biology
Grantsville
Magna Cum Laude

Kaylene Lynn Gray
Nursing
Cumberland

Christopher Haydn Green
Earth Science
Baltimore

Nicholas John Green
Chemistry
Baltimore

Sean Green
Physics
Street

Brianna Jayne Greth
Art & Design
Norfolk, VA
Magna Cum Laude

Laura Gunnerson
Psychology
Warfordsburg, PA
Cum Laude

Latasha Tamia Haire
Nursing
Nottingham

Samantha Faye Hammett
Sociology
Waldorf

Michelle Hampton
Psychology
Silver Spring

Antwann Elisha Harper
Art & Design
Landover
Magna Cum Laude

Matthew Edward Harper
Law & Society
Indian Head

Maria O. Harrison
Nursing
Laurel

Ashlee Kay Harrold
Law & Society
Bedford, PA

Nabeelah Ramat Hassan
Computer Science
Hyattsville

Gillian D. Hasslinger
Biology
Frostburg
Magna Cum Laude

Elizabeth Kate Hay
Mass Communication
Fairhope, PA
Summa Cum Laude

Ellen Kay Hayden
Nursing
California

Joseph B. Hemler
Engineering
Queenstown

Jasmine Monique Henderson
Sociology
Frederick

Linda Marie Hendrickson
Biology
Worton

Motika Ann Herbert
Psychology
Washington, DC

Peregrine Wolfgang Herlinger
Theatre
Frostburg
Cum Laude

Danielle Nicole Hill
Mass Communication
Reisterstown

Rebecca Ann Hiller
Wildlife & Fisheries
Middletown
Cum Laude

Zachary James Hodges
Sociology
Balitmore

Joshua Hoffman
Social Science
Severna Park

Shelby Aileen Hohman
Geography
Severna Park

Teresa Claudette Holland
Sociology
Frederick
Cum Laude

David James Holliman
Law & Society
Clinton

Katrina Elizabeth Holmes
Art & Design
Lusby

Aiesha S. Hooper
Biology
Pikesville
Cum Laude

Amanda Jean Huddleston
History
Adamstown

Walter Bruce Huffman III
Geography
Joppa
Magna Cum Laude

Sara Kathleen Hughes
Geography
Frostburg

Chelsea Nicole Hunter
Psychology
Columbia
Cum Laude

Chimaobidike Duke Iweh
Information Technology
Baltimore

Devon Eileen Jacobs
Psychology
Clear Spring

Cody Aaron Jefferys
Liberal Studies
Cumberland

Marti Jenkins
Sociology
Temple Hills
Cum Laude

Kristin Renee Jennings
Sociology
Rohrersville

Nicholas Jennings
Wildlife & Fisheries
Waldorf

Brandon Allen Johnson
Mass Communication
Randallstown

Meredith Ann Johnson
Earth Science
Bel Air

Samantha Hope Johnson
Psychology
Oakland

Ebony Netanya Jones
Theatre
Waldorf
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Sam Alexander Morekas
Computer Information Systems
Timonium

James Michael Morozek
Computer Science
Cumberland
Cum Laude

Thomas Gary Morris
Engineering
Crownsville
Summa Cum Laude

Essence Victoria Moseley
Communication Studies
Baltimore

Jimmie Dale Mowder III
Law & Society
Eldersburg

Brechin Cathleen Mueller
Liberal Studies
Frederick

Jason Alexander Murphy
Law & Society
Saint Leonard

Michael Stephen Murphy
Music
Bel Air
Magna Cum Laude

Bradley David Musser
Earth Science
Olney

Janna Mustafina
Nursing
Frederick

Jacqueline Candace Myers
Nursing
Cumberland

Phil Ngwa Nana
Biology
Gaithersburg

Angel Grace Nicholson
Nursing
Finksburg

Ngozi Umunna Njiaju
Nursing
Clarksburg

Nicholas Aloysius Noone
History
Frostburg
Cum Laude

Johnny Bentley Norris, Jr.
Liberal Studies
Accokeek

Megan Rochelle Nyack
Nursing
Frederick

Obioku Bassey Obotette
Computer Information Systems
Frostburg

Connor William O’Rourke
Mathematics
Flintstone

Misha Palladino
Nursing
Hagerstown

Rushikesh Nilesh Parekh
Computer Information Systems
Cumberland

Pernell Edward Parents
Information Technology
Baltimore
Cum Laude

Alex James Patterson
Wildlife & Fisheries
Stoneboro, PA

Jessica Lynn Patterson
Law & Society
Severn

Saul Angel Peńa Gamero
Computer Science
Lima, Peru 

Lucia Beatriz Pena
Psychology
Chesapeake Beach
Magna Cum Laude

Brittany Lauren Pendleton
Art & Design
Baltimore

Sarah Marie Pesi
Wildlife & Fisheries
Arnold
Summa Cum Laude

Alexander Ryan Petito
Engineering
Montgomery Village
Summa Cum Laude

Kimberly Rae Petrlik
Nursing
Frederick

Emily Virginia Pfarr
Psychology
Damascus
Cum Laude

Keri Sue Pfitzenmayer
Social Work
Wellersburg, PA

Lauren Nicole Pierre
English
New Carrolton

Skye Elysebeth Pinney
English
LaVale
Summa Cum Laude

Jesse Poole
Nursing
Severn

Kristine Wezlee Powers
Psychology
Northeast
Magna Cum Laude

Katharine Claire Pratt
Wildlife & Fisheries
Rising Sun

Diane Marie Preaskorn
Nursing
LaVale

Cory William Probst
Wildlife & Fisheries
Frostburg

Sarah Elizabeth Race
Psychology
Hagerstown
Summa Cum Laude

James M. Ratino
Engineering
Olney

Jessica Ratosky
Nursing
Frederick

James David Recco
International Studies
Dunkirk

Kyler Reagan Redmond
English
Middletown
Summa Cum Laude

Daniil Repchenko
Urban & Regional Planning
Olney
Magna Cum Laude

Bethany L. Reppar
Geography
Bel Air
Magna Cum Laude

Naol G. Reta
Nursing
Takoma Park

Bethany Ivy Rexroad
Mathematics
Swanton

Jessica Lynn Rice
Nursing
Hagerstown

Andrew Dennis Richardson
English
North Potomac

Christopher Rickell
Computer Information Systems
Gettysburg, PA

Katherine Riley
History
Frostburg
Magna Cum Laude

Matthew Howard Riley
Engineering
LaVale

Esmeralda Rivera
Psychology
Damacus
Cum Laude

Bria Ashlee Robinson
Mass Communication
Rockville
Cum Laude

Mary J. Rosa
Interpretive Biology & Natural History
Odenton

Nathan Richard Rosenberger
Geography
Frostburg

Tony A. Rossignuolo
Wildlife & Fisheries
Mount Airy

Brenda Ruopoli
Nursing
Emmitsburg

Anthony Vincent Russo
Chemistry
Cumberland
Magna Cum Laude

Kody Sanders
Law & Society
Oakland
Cum Laude

Oyinkansola Oluwaseyi Sanya
Liberal Studies
Frostburg

Kate Lynn Schley
Nursing
Baltimore

Jordyn Schry
Liberal Studies
Cumberland

Michael L. Schussler
English
Westminster

Darris Alexander Sconion
Political Science
Havre de Grace

Brian Christopher Sentz
Mass Communication
Dundalk

Ryan Patrick Serio
Mass Communication
Pasadena

Jacob Scott Sewell
Law & Society
Queen Anne

Crystal Nicole Shackelford
Psychology
Baltimore

Mitcha Lisa Shay
Psychology
Hagerstown
Summa Cum Laude

Bianca Marie Shields
Psychology
Baltimore

Emily Michelle Shipley
Nursing
Williamsport

Dylan Michael Shupe
Law & Society
Salisbury

DeVonte Nanan Singh
Mass Communication
Owings Mills

Kaylee Rebecca Sisler
Psychology
Oakland

Jenna Marie Sivic
Wildlife & Fisheries
Frostburg

Aaron Nicholas Smith
Biology
LaVale

Jaclyn R. Smith
Nursing
Smithsburg
Summa Cum Laude

Katherine Hummel Smith
Political Science
Reisterstown
Magna Cum Laude

Rachel Michelle Smith
English
Oxon Hill

Sharday Sierra Smith
Psychology
Baltimore

Ross Thomson Somers
Political Science
Pasadena

Patricia Ann Spaar
Nursing
Finksburg

Aimee D. Spiker
Psychology
Frostburg
Magna Cum Laude

Natasha E. Spooler
Psychology
Cumberland
Summa Cum Laude

Adranisha Rae Stephens
Mass Communication
Hagerstown

Briannin Michelle Stevenson
Liberal Studies
Frostburg
Magna Cum Laude

Rhiannon Elizabeth Stevenson
Social Science
Cumberland
Summa Cum Laude

Seth Michael Stine
Biology
Chambersburg, PA
Magna Cum Laude

Sabrina Olivia Stone
Liberal Studies
Baltimore

William Douglas Stoner
Computer Science
Cumberland

Madison Rose Storey
Chemistry
Oakland
Cum Laude

Valerie Morgan Streeb
Nursing
Pasadena

Aeisha Clarise Strong
Law & Society
Greenbelt

Cameron Estelle Stroup
English
LaVale
Magna Cum Laude

Quantrena Summers
English
Severn

Michael John Swiontek
Information Technology
Marriottstville

Brittany Lynn Tabler
English
Cumberland

Alan Tanwi
Geography
Upper Marlboro

Sidiki Tarawali
Law & Society
Hyattsville

Gebriel Berhanu Tekle
Sociology
Potomac

Erin Lynn Thomas
Psychology
Middletown
Cum Laude

Jashawn C. Thomas
Law & Society
Potomac

Elizabeth Susan Thompson
Social Work
Gaithersburg

Emily Anne Thompson
Theatre
Union Bridge
Magna Cum Laude

Caroline Lee Tonacci
History
Saint Leonard

Molly Anne Trageser
Psychology
Bel Air
Magna Cum Laude

Patrick Aaron Travers
Computer Science
Cambridge

Kelye Dinaen Tucker
Physics
Waldorf

Flora George Tzamburakis
Nursing
Frederick

Malcolm Jahwan Utley
Mass Communication
Lanham

Adolphus Steven Uzoukwu, Jr.
Psychology
Randallstown

Yolanda Vargas Barba
Sociology
Baltimore

Robert Vinson
Psychology
Williamsport
Magna Cum Laude

Fabiola Rengifo Viteri
Psychology
Hagerstown

Nhon Vo
Sociology
Sterling, VA

Robert Thomas Volpe
Law & Society
Bel Air

Brandy Kay Wagoner
Mass Communication
Baltimore

Liku Alazar Waka
Engineering
Silver Spring

Jasmine Marie Walker
Social Work
Silver Spring

Darrell Dewayne Wallace, Jr.
Psychology
Baltimore

Rebecca Gift Walter
Theatre
Fairfield, PA

Joseph Walters
Nursing
Fairplay

Shateara Monique Ward
Sociology
Baltimore

Raquel Renee’ Washington
Social Work
Silver Spring

Tanisha Washington
Psychology
Cumberland

Bobby Harel Watford III
Liberal Studies
Randallstown

Rachel Marie Watkins
Engineering
Joppa

Kenny Ray Weaver II
Interpretive Biology & Natural History
Frostburg

Trey Weaver
Sociology
Hagerstown

Johnne Webster
English
Baltimore

Cristina Weiner
Psychology
Frederick
Summa Cum Laude

Michelle Lee Welch
Mathematics
Oakland
Summa Cum Laude

Daniel Weller
Computer Information Systems
Crofton

Haleigh Faye Werner
Psychology
Grantsville

Brooke Cheree Wharton
Liberal Studies
LaVale

Michael James Whitacre
Wildlife & Fisheries
Meyersdale, PA

Madison Bray White
Social Work
Cashtown, PA

Shantia N’cole White
Liberal Studies
Bryans Road

Bryan Wayne Whitmore
Wildlife & Fisheries
Hagerstown
Cum Laude

Lynn Diane Whye
Nursing
Middletown
Cum Laude

Jacob Wayne Wigfield
Mathematics
Hagerstown

Tony G. Williams, Jr.
Information Technology
Cheltenham

Christina Jean Williams
Mass Communication
Cheltenham

Jeremiah Alonte Williams
Information Technology
Bowie



C O L L E G E  O F  B U S I N E S S  &  C O L L E G E  O F  E D U C A T I O N

O R D E R  O F  P R O C E S S I O N O R D E R  O F  E X E R C I S E S

THE GRAND MARSHAL
Dr. Kevin Peterson, professor in the Department of Psychology, has

been a member of the FSU faculty since 1992.  His teaching specialties
are psychological testing and assessment, and he coordinates the
undergraduate internship program. He is licensed in Maryland as a
Psychologist and consults with agencies throughout the region. He holds
a bachelor’s degree from the University of Steubenville, a master’s from
Frostburg State University and his doctorate from West Virginia University.

Lacey Marie Williams
Psychology
Cumberland
Cum Laude

Malik Williams
Law & Society
Frostburg

Marc Anthony Williams
Music
Bowie
Magna Cum Laude

Tiara Shardae Williams
Social Work
Fairmount Heights

Bridget Mary-Alice Willingham
Art & Design
Bryantown
Magna Cum Laude

Christon Thomas Wilson
Social Science
LaVale
Cum Laude

Monica Lynn Wilson
Nursing
Knoxville

Grayson E. Wise
Psychology
Chestertown

James Forrest Wise
Engineering
Baltimore

Adam Joseph Witmer-Bosley
Physics
Cumberland
Cum Laude

Zachary James Wolodkin
Physics
Frostburg

Bradley Allan Wood
Sociology
Frostburg

Timothy Brooks Woodring
Geography
Cumberland

Christina Alivia Woods
Social Work
Fort Washington
Magna Cum Laude

John Timothy Workmeister, Jr. 
Computer Information Systems
Cumberland

Michelle Elizabeth Wright
Music
Salisbury, PA
Cum Laude

Paola Muriel Yongo
Biology
Hyattsville

Sara Zachritz
Chemistry
Cumberland
Cum Laude

Valerie Carlen Ziegler
Nursing
Middletown
Summa Cum Laude

Michael Zenowiy Barron
Baltimore

Luke Robert Burke
Churchville

Joseph Benjamin Clements
Cumberland

Zachary Ivan Crawford
Cumberland

Hillary Anne Liedy
Cumberland

Bachelor of Science in Engineering
University of Maryland, College Park/Frostburg State University 
Collaborative Program in Mechanical Engineering

During this Commencement, the University recognizes students who have successfully

completed the collaborative program in mechanical engineering offered by the

University of Maryland, College Park and Frostburg State University. In this unique

program, initiated in 1997 and the first of its kind in the country, students achieve

their degrees through a combination of traditional classroom instruction and interactive

video coursework.

While these students have officially earned their degrees from the A. James Clark

School of Engineering of the University of Maryland, we extend a special recognition of

their achievements on our campus and as FSU students in spirit.

Travis Scott McIntyre
Cumberland 

Zachary Alphonse Nalepa
Ellicott City

Xavier Demitre Paschall
Hyndman

Justus Emanuel Peterson
Cumberland

Joshua Glenn Stair
Hyndman

16      COLLEGE OF L IBERAL  ARTS AND SC IENCES

THE GRAND MARSHAL
Dr. Kevin H. Peterson

THE FACULTY MARSHALS
Mr. Randall P. Bandura, Dr. Robert B. Kauffman

THE UNIVERSITY  FACULTY

THE STAGE PARTY
Dr. Thomas L. Bowling
Vice President for Student Affairs

Mr. David Rose
Vice President for Administration & Finance

Ms. M. Katherine Snyder ’75/M’85
Vice President for Human Resources

Mr. Stephen M. Spahr
Chief of Staff and Senior Vice President 
for Economic Development & Government Relations

Dr. Sudhir Singh
Associate Dean, College of Business

Dr. Joseph M. Hoffman
Dean, College of Liberal Arts & Sciences

Dr. Roger S. Dow
Assistant Dean, College of Education

Ms. Mikayla Dodge      
Vocalist

Mr. Spencer Taylor
Student Speaker, College of Education

Dr. Clarence Golden
Dean, College of Education

Ms. Emily Mills
Student Speaker, College of Business

Dr. Ahmad Tootoonchi
Dean, College of Business

Mr. John T. Short, Jr.
Vice President for University Advancement
and Executive Director, FSU Foundation

Col. Ronald G. Forrester ’67
Distinguished Alumni Achievement Award Recipient

Dr. William P. Childs
Provost

Dr. Jonathan C. Gibralter
President

CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES 

DOCTORAL  STUDIES
Dr. Barbara Ornstein, Marshal

GRADUATE  STUDIES
Dr. Kathie Shaffer, Dr. Barbara Ornstein, Marshals

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
Dr. Kathie Shaffer, Marshal

COLLEGE OF EDUCAT ION
Dr. Barbara Ornstein, Marshal

Dr. Jonathan C. Gibralter President of the University, Presiding

Processional The FSU Brass Ensemble
Mr. Philip W. Klickman, Director

National Anthem Ms. Mikayla Dodge  
Vocalist

Opening Proclamation Dr. Kevin H. Peterson
Grand Marshal

Welcome and Remarks Dr. Jonathan C. Gibralter
President

President’s Distinguished Dr. Gibralter
Faculty Award

Commencement Address Ms. Emily Mills
Student Speaker, College of Business

Mr. Spencer Taylor
Student Speaker, College of Education

Distinguished Alumni Mr. John T. Short, Jr.
Achievement Award Vice President for University Advancement

and Executive Director, FSU Foundation

Col. Ronald G. Forrester ’67
Distinguished Alumni Achievement 
Award Recipient

Presentation of  Dr. William P. Childs
Candidates for Degrees Provost

Dr. Ahmad Tootoonchi
Dean, College of Business

Dr. Clarence Golden
Dean, College of Education

Conferring of Degrees Dr. Gibralter

Recognition of Honor Graduates Dr. Childs

Presentation of Diplomas Dr. Gibralter, Dr. Tootoonchi
and Dr. Golden 

The Tassel Tradition Col. Ronald G. Forrester ’67
Distinguished Alumni Achievement 
Award Recipient

Recessional The FSU Brass Ensemble
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C A N D I D A T E S  F O R  D E G R E E S

AT THIS  COMMENCEMENT, degrees are conferred upon persons who completed

requirements in January and May 2015. As final action cannot always be taken by

the time this program is printed, the list of candidates here is tentative only. 

The transcript of the University, signed and sealed by its proper officer, remains the

official testimony to the possession of a degree.

The designation of honors is based on the grade point average at the end of the

intersession semester. The final grade point average will determine honor ranking.

This commencement program lists the primary major for each candidate.

If an undergraduate student has completed at least 50 credits at Frostburg State

University with a high cumulative grade point average, the scholastic achievement is

recognized in the honors degree, awarded as follows: Cum Laude 3.400 - 3.649,

Magna Cum Laude 3.650 - 3.899, and Summa Cum Laude 3.900 and above.

A number of candidates for graduation who will complete their studies over the

summer will be participating in this ceremony. These students have been given

permission to participate as outlined in the University catalog. Participation does not

confer a degree. 

Doctor of Education

Nicole L. Bosley
Oakland
“A Retrospective Exploration of Lesbian, 
Gay, and Bisexual Students’ Perceptions 
of Teacher Support”
Chair: Dr. Todd Rosa

Lori Y. Brown
Frostburg
“School Contextual Factors and the 
Relationship to Behaviors of Middle 
School Students”
Chair: Dr. Glenn Thompson

Timothy Lee Campbell
Oldtown
“A Quantitative Study of 8th Grade 
Achievement During No Child Left 
Behind, 2003 and 2013”
Chair: Dr. William Childs

Jeffrey L. Graham
Grantsville
“Relationship Between High-Risk Drinking 
and Team Cohesion Among College 
Athletes”
Chair: Dr. Lisa Simpson

Kurt William Hoffman
Frostburg
“Co-Curricular Programming and Civic 
Engagement: Case Study From a Rural 
Community College”
Advisor: Dr. Todd Rosa

Kristine L. Jackson
Frostburg
“Educators’ Responses to Bullying”
Chair: Dr. Lisa Simpson

Terry L. Kasecamp
Frostburg
“The Impact of Placement Testing 
Preparation on Community College 
Remediation and Completion”
Chair: Dr. Thomas Bowling

Stephanie Ann Marchbank
Frostburg
“Mixed Methods Case Study of 
Consolidation Effects on a Rural 
Maryland School”
Chair: Dr. Glenn Thompson

Vickie M. Mazer
Frostburg
“The Influence of Structure, Policy, and 
Practice on Faculty Participation in 
Online Teaching”
Chair: Dr. Doris Santamaria-Makang

Kay Roché Sheehe
Cumberland
“Investigating Teacher Perceptions of 
Professional Development 
and Student Achievement in Rural 
Maryland”
Chair: Dr. William AuMiller

Robert E. Smith, Jr.
LaVale
“Chief Academic Officers’ Dispositions 
Toward Institutional Effectiveness 
Activities”
Chair: Dr. Doris Santamaria-Makang

Suzanne Bernadette Wilburn
Oakland
“Criteria for Maryland State Board of 
Education’s Opinion for Appealed Charter
School Applications”
Chair: Dr. Glenn Thompson

Jane Allison Wildesen
Oakland
“Teacher Perceptions About Rural 
Elementary School Leadership as Related 
to Student Achievement”
Chair: Dr. John Stoothoff

Master of Arts in Teaching

Gerald Thomas Bower
Greencastle, PA

Brittany Noel DeLuca
Boonsboro

Katy Christine Dickinson
Woodstock, VA

Dana Jean Doggett
Frederick

Gretchen Downey
Smithsburg

Christian Stephens Elliott
Cumberland

Jacob Foreman
Little Orleans

Michael Giangrasso
Frederick

James Loy Johnson
Burlington, WV

Katrina A. Lapier
Frederick

Christopher Wood Lingenfelter
Hagerstown

Karleigh Christine Marceron
Hagerstown

Jeremy David McMullan
Clear Spring

Stephanie Renee Miller
Oakland

Sarah Patricia Ritchick
Clear Spring

Raelinda Anne Robak
Hagerstown

Jacob Scott Schaper
Hagerstown

Shannon M. Schneider
Jefferson

Brian Alan Schultheis
Hagerstown

Larissa Tess Seifarth
Frostburg

Samantha Ann Shipway
Flintstone

Samuel Robert Shumaker
Mount Airy

Tammi L. Stevens
Bowie

Master of Education

Khadija Abdul Hamid
Frostburg

Christopher William Adams
Frostburg

Amal Abdullah Al Sayir
Riyadh, 

Rachel Ilene Amsler
Smithsburg

Alisha RaeDawn Black
Friedens, PA

Stephanie Beth Caporale
Cumberland

Erin Marie Coffman
Oakland

Sarah Elizabeth Cosner
Oakland

Jill Crawford
Cumberland

Sara Elizabeth Crosten
Oldtown

Krista M. Culler
Frostburg

Catherine Czapski
Cumberland

Cynthia S. Diamond
Frostburg

Carla Anne Fazi
Columbia

Brittany Rose Frazier
Hagerstown

Tiffany Ann Garver
Frostburg

Victoria M. Gearhart
Meyersdale, PA

Jennifer Jo Gregory
Martinsburg, WV

Jamie Lynn Hade
Hagerstown

Nicholas Emmanuel Halkias
Baltimore

Jordan Alexandra Hall
Riva

Courtney Diane Hersch
Meyersdale, PA

Siqiong Hong
Peoples Republic of China

Laura Ann Hose
Little Orleans

Jesse Ryan Jewell
Frederick

Jenna Anne Johnson
Finksburg

Jennifer Michele Kauffman
Cumberland

C O L .  R O N  F O R R E S T E R  ’ 6 7
Distinguished Alumni Achievement 
Award Recipient

Ron Forrester is a retired senior
military analyst who dedicated 45 years to
the U.S. military, for which he served in a
variety of roles with increasing
responsibility and status. He spent 26 years
in the U.S. Air Force as a missile and space
operator, had two tours as a detachment
and squadron commander, was chief of the
Global Forces division and retired in the
grade of colonel in 1993 while serving at the Pentagon. As a civilian, he
served as senior systems analyst/project manager and then director of
Operations at the Science Applications International Corp. before becoming a
senior military analyst there. Forrester graduated in 1967 from FSU, cum
laude, with a bachelor’s degree in secondary education. In 1976, he earned a
master’s degree in public administration from the University of Oklahoma.
He is the president of the FSU Alumni Association Board of Directors and is a
strong financial supporter of the FSU Annual Fund and the FSU Foundation.

E M I LY  M I L L S
College of Business

Emily Mills graduates today with a
bachelor’s degree in accounting. Mills,
who Dr. Ahmad Tootoonchi, dean of the
College of Business, says “in every way
represents the Department of Accounting
and the College of Business as the ideal
student,” has had a successful academic
career at FSU. She is a member of the
Honors Program, the Accounting
Association and the Beta Gamma Sigma
Business Honors Society. She has completed accounting internships at
businesses in Cumberland and Frederick, tutored students in business
mathematics and received scholarships, including the PNC Presidential Merit
Scholarship. She is also a volunteer, giving her time to the Western Maryland
Food Bank, the “Women to Women” mentoring program and the Volunteer
Income Tax Assistance program. Upon graduation, she will work as a staff
accountant at Sarfino and Rhoades, a CPA firm.

S P E N C E R  TAY L O R
College of Education

Spencer Taylor graduates today with
a bachelor’s degree in early childhood
education. Taylor came to FSU at the
University System of Maryland-Hagerstown
from Hagerstown Community College in
the fall of 2013. During his college career
here, he has been a Dean’s List recipient
and a recipient of the Gibney Binkley
scholarship and the University System of
Maryland-Hagerstown scholarship. He has
had internships teaching at elementary schools in Washington County. He
was also the president of FSU at Hagerstown’s chapter of the Frostburg
Student Educator Association during the 2014-2015 school year, and he is an
elected member of the Maryland State Education Association Student
Advisory Council. Because of his experiences, “I know I have the knowledge
and leadership to be an effective educator and positive role model in my
students’ lives,” Taylor says.

C O M M E N C E M E N T  S P E A K E R S
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Loudan Michael Hoosier
Business Administration
Clear Spring

Danielle M. Hudgins
Accounting
Baltimore

Syeda Sajida Javed
Business Administration
Hagerstown
Cum Laude

Cameron O’Brien Johnson
Business Administration
Lusby

Krista Dawn Johnson
Business Administration
Cumberland
Magna Cum Laude

Eric Linnard Jones, Jr.
Business Administration
Nottingham

Mary C. Kehoe
Business Administration
Columbia

Ryan James Keifer
Accounting
LaVale
Magna Cum Laude

Jasmine Denise Kelsey
Business Administration
Germantown

Kalvin Raymond-William Kline
Business Administration
Smithsburg

Ryan Joseph Kraus
Business Administration
Joppa

Veronika Krivetskaya
Business Administration
Hagerstown

Dillon Anthony Leopard
Business Administration
Smithsburg

Monica Linsey Lockhart
Accounting
Boyds

Ricardo Leevon Mayo
Business Administration
Aberdeen

Colby McGill
Business Administration
Frostburg
Magna Cum Laude

David Alan Mihailovich II
Business Administration
Cumberland

Emily Nicole Mills
Accounting
Frederick
Summa Cum Laude

Kathleena Marie Morgan
Business Administration
Great Mills

Jessica Moser
Accounting
Woodbine
Magna Cum Laude

Paul David Newman, Jr.
Business Administration
Pasadena
Cum Laude

Robert Clements Newton, Jr.
Business Administration
Mechanicsville

Raquel Alejandra Nogales
Business Administration
Montgomery Village

Hajar Noreddine
Business Administration
Marrakech, Morocco
Cum Laude

Katelyn Patrey
Business Administration
Boonsboro

Kaitlin Beth Pfeifer
Business Administration
Hagerstown

Alyssa Brooke Porter
Business Administration
LaVale

Melissa Beth Poulsen
Business Administration
Grasonville

Calvin Alexander Prichard
Business Administration
Dunkirk
Cum Laude

Syed Javaad Qadir
Business Administration
Hagerstown
Cum Laude

Kiara Bree Ream
Accounting
Somerset, PA
Summa Cum Laude

Brittany Jill Reams
Business Administration
Grantsville

Samantha Rae Rowland
Business Administration
Middletown

Kyle N. Shafer
Accounting
Germantown

Shane Patrick Snider
Business Administration
Ocean City

Scott Michael Spector
Business Administration
Gaithersburg

Devon Francis Stailey
Business Administration
Leonardtown

Stephanie Ann Taylor
Business Administration
Frostburg

Jami Nicole Tedesco
Accounting
Frostburg

Joseph Charles Terzi III
Economics
Baltimore

Ma'Sheka Amina Thomas
Accounting
Colmar Manor
Cum Laude

Matthew Hieronim Trojanowski
Business Administration
Baltimore

Natalya Victorovna Turner
Accounting
Cumberland
Cum Laude

Michael J. Virbickis
Business Administration
Sykesville

Kasey Lynn Witt
Business Administration
Cumberland
Summa Cum Laude

Richard Gerard Yakel, Jr.
Business Administration
Westminster

College of Education

Dylan Aron Acab
Exercise & Sport Science
Perry Hall

Nicholas Amick
Elementary Education
Fort Ashby, WV
Summa Cum Laude

William Tyler Anderberg
Athletic Training
Elkton
Magna Cum Laude

Meghan Elise Aranda
Early Childhood/Elementary Education
Huntingtown
Cum Laude

Calisma Ateh Asafor Atowo
Exercise & Sport Science
Upper Marlboro

Christy L. Ayres
Early Childhood/Elementary Education
Aberdeen
Magna Cum Laude

Natalie Adine Beasom
Early Childhood/Elementary Education
Cumberland
Cum Laude

Jeffrey D. Bonilla
Exercise & Sport Science
Rockville

Emily E. Bowling
Early Childhood/Elementary Education
Lexington Park
Cum Laude

Karissa Marie Brandenburg
Elementary Education
Cumberland
Summa Cum Laude

Rebekah Ruth Brown
Early Childhood/Elementary Education
Sabillasville
Cum Laude

Tasha Mae Brown
Early Childhood/Elementary Education
Hagerstown
Summa Cum Laude

Kathleen J. Brown-Ford
Recreation & Parks Management
Baltimore
Magna Cum Laude

Malory Christine Brunett
Elementary Education
Clarksville
Cum Laude

Whitley Michelle Burns
Early Childhood/Elementary Education
Sharpsburg

Alexis Dominique Bush
Early Childhood/Elementary Education
Eldersburg
Magna Cum Laude

Janine Elyse Cannon
Exercise & Sport Science
Columbia
Cum Laude

Kelsey Capezuto
Early Childhood/Elementary Education
Clear Spring
Summa Cum Laude

Catherine Carlson
Early Childhood/Elementary Education
Hagerstown
Cum Laude

Morgan Alexandra Carroll
Exercise & Sport Science
Frederick

Joseph Wesley Clarke
Exercise & Sport Science
Germantown

Christine Nicole Collins
Early Childhood/Elementary Education
Hagerstown
Summa Cum Laude

Kathleen Chase Connors-Brady
Early Childhood/Elementary Education
Frederick
Summa Cum Laude
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Kelly Armstrong Lasher
Cumberland

Jenna B. Linhart
Frostburg

Katharine Leigh Long
Hagerstown

Kelly Annette Longerbeam
Hagerstown

Aimee Lynne Merrbach
LaVale

Brittany Morgan
Cumberland

Jessica Anne O’Keefe
Middletown

Allison Renae Perkins
Frostburg

Lynda Anne Savopoulos
Frostburg

James Schmitt
Elmwood Park, NJ

Susan Faith Sebastian
Owings

Elizabeth Ashlee Seligman
Rockville

Amber R. Sheffler
Waynesboro, PA

Shawna Marie Shipe
Frostburg

Christina Dawn Sibley
Cumberland

Deyjah Amari Spragley
Richmond, VA

Matthew John Tack
Waynesboro, PA

Maryam Tootoonchinia
Ridgeley, WV

Mindy Dawn Tringone
Smithsburg

Erin Elizabeth Webb
Hedgesville, WV

Jennifer Agnes Zimmermann
Hagerstown

Master of Science in
Recreation & Parks
Management

Paul Dawson
Lafayette, NY

Sara Anita Griggs
Baltimore

Master of Business
Admininstration

Nicolette Argyros
Lutherville

Chandra Batzel
Arlington, VA

Roy Wayne Bittner
Frostburg

Gabriela Brantmier
Thurmont

Desiree Marie Bullard
Cumberland

Rita Nichelle Caldwell
Upper Marlboro

Ilona Clark
Dallas, TX

Phillip Duong
Milwaukie, OR

Yelizaveta Evreeva
Hagerstown

Toby Fritz
Greencastle, PA

Nina Cathleen Grothaus
Astoria, NY

James E. Heal
Washington, DC

Cayla N. Huether
Taneytown

Michael D. Hurst
Cumberland

Jonathan Richard Keeler
Waldorf

Kreigh James Kirby
Chestertown

John Nathan Lestitian
Hagerstown

Analy Lopes
Virginia Beach, VA

Jennifer Mary Morton
Bedford, PA

Colin Parker Neil
La Crescenta, CA

Jenna Desiree Porter
LaVale

Carl Rodriguez
Hagerstown

Darren W. Schrock
Grantsville

Brenna A. Secore
Phoenix, AZ

William Forrest Sinclair II
Hermitage, PA

Kelly Toms
Hagerstown

Finale M. Uptegrow
Salisbury

Richard Vogt
Meyersdale, PA

College of Business

Emily Grey Anderson
Business Administration
Cumberland

Nadia Akua Ansong
Business Administration
Lanham

Kerry Chigozie Anyikude
Business Administration
Upper Marlboro

Andrea Danielle Armstrong
Business Administration
Cumberland

Rebeka Ashley Avery
Business Administration
Frederick
Summa Cum Laude

Ifeoluwa Gbonjubola Awojinrin
Accounting
Bowie

Mathew Paul Balukoff
Business Administration
Frederick

Gustavo Barbosa
Business Administration
Hagerstown

Samantha Karen-Anne Barger
Business Administration
Boonsboro
Magna Cum Laude

Hilary Cassandra Bell
Business Administration
Mechanicsville

Thomas Christopher Bennett, Jr.
Business Administration
Mechanicsville

Jason Michael Bennett
Business Administration
Dunkirk

Richard D. Bible
Business Administration
Frostburg

Bronte’ Brea Billy
Business Administration
Baltimore

William Soloman Bonds, Jr.
Business Administration
Abingdon

Korey James Bosley
Business Administration
York, PA

Greg P. Bourne
Economics
Chestertown
Cum Laude

Kayla Lynn Bradley
Business Administration
Barton
Cum Laude

Alex E. Brainard
Business Administration
Aberdeen

Tierra Bryant
Business Administration
Accokeek

Rachel Nicole Burkett
Accounting
Mount Savage

Brandon Ray Bussard
Business Administration
Corriganville

Nicholas Adam Cathell
Accounting
Cresaptown

Cameron Thomas Crawford
Accounting
Oakland

Elizabeth Diamond
Business Administration
Frostburg

Alexandria Michelle Diehl
Business Administration
Frostburg
Cum Laude

John Ryan Diehl
Business Administration
Mount Savage
Cum Laude

Emilee Elizabeth DiGennaro
Accounting
Pasadena

Devonte’ William Dinkins
Business Administration
Fort Washington

DiJone’ Trivona Downs
Accounting
Frostburg

Cierra Dupree
Business Administration
Baltimore

Joseph Edgar Flowers III
Accounting
Beltsville
Cum Laude

Alexis Renee Flowers
Accounting
Greenbelt

Justin W. Good
Accounting
Frederick

Gregory John Hallen
Business Administration
Montgomery Village

Sandra Lou Hammond
Business Administration
Williamsport

Zachary Warren Hollis
Business Administration
Frederick
Cum Laude



Brandon Tyler White
Recreation & Parks Management
Mount Airy

Megan Leigh White
Early Childhood/Elementary Education
Delmar

Allyson Brooke Yaeger
Early Childhood/Elementary Education
Frostburg
Cum Laude

Chenoa Brook Zais
Elementary Education
LaVale
Summa Cum Laude
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Christine T. Diep
Exercise & Sport Science
Edgewater

Mallory Michele Disler
Exercise & Sport Science
Frederick

Tawny Nicole Ditto
Early Childhood/Elementary Education
Clear Spring
Magna Cum Laude

John Vincent Drocella
Recreation & Parks Management
Bishopville

Kristi Ann Duffey
Early Childhood/Elementary Education
Boonsboro

Bailey Marie Ellsworth
Early Childhood/Elementary Education
Cumberland
Magna Cum Laude

Ashley Marie Ferguson
Early Childhood/Elementary Education
Smithsburg

Cheryl J. Finnical
Recreation & Parks Management
Reisterstown

Kayla Brooke Fishel
Exercise & Sport Science
Paw Paw, WV

Jaclyn Marie Franzak
Athletic Training
Jefferson
Magna Cum Laude

Kyle Philip Gambino
Recreation & Parks Management
Crofton
Cum Laude

Andie Kayla Gambrel
Recreation & Parks Management
LaVale

Christina Ann Gordon
Early Childhood/Elementary Education
Sykesville
Magna Cum Laude

Elizabeth Anne Grebenstein
Early Childhood/Elementary Education
Williamsport
Cum Laude

Kierra Renee Gwynn
Early Childhood/Elementary Education
District Heights
Magna Cum Laude

Bryan Keith Hays
Exercise & Sport Science
Baltimore

John Ryan Hayslup
Health & Physical Education
Denton

Quincy Marie Hegeman
Recreation & Parks Management
Frostburg
Cum Laude

Amanda Jane Hennessee
Exercise & Sport Science
Hampstead

Judith Ann Hilton
Early Childhood/Elementary Education
Grantsville
Summa Cum Laude

Morgan Michelle Hoover
Recreation & Parks Management
Hughesville
Cum Laude

Rosanne Horst
Early Childhood/Elementary Education
Clear Spring
Summa Cum Laude

Elizabeth Ashley Jarrell
Athletic Training
Laurel
Cum Laude

Georgia Catherine Kelly
Early Childhood/Elementary Education
Riverdale
Cum Laude

Erin Kathryn King
Early Childhood/Elementary Education
Oakland
Summa Cum Laude

Sara L. King
Exercise & Sport Science
Oakland
Summa Cum Laude

Jennifer Nicole Krysiak
Exercise & Sport Science
Baltimore

Marcus Kyriacou
Health & Physical Education
Annapolis
Cum Laude

Kaitlin Lamp
Exercise & Sport Science
Cumberland
Summa Cum Laude

John Matthias Lawrence
Recreation & Parks Management
Gaithersburg

Amanda M. Lennon
Athletic Training
Brandywine

Kathleen Louise Lett
Recreation & Parks Management
Sterling, VA

Ashley Mae Logsdon
Early Childhood/Elementary Education
Frostburg

Megan Kristine Long
Early Childhood/Elementary Education
Boonsboro
Summa Cum Laude

Joseph Michael Markiewicz
Recreation & Parks Management
Baltimore

Stevey Lynn Markovich
Early Childhood/Elementary Education
Hagerstown
Magna Cum Laude

Adrienne Danae Maust
Early Childhood/Elementary Education
Springs, PA
Summa Cum Laude

Savannah Leigh Maust
Athletic Training
Salisbury, PA

Jamal McDaniel
Recreation & Parks Management
Baltimore

Megan Lee McGaughey
Early Childhood/Elementary Education
Arnold
Cum Laude

Justin Matthew McLawhorn
Exercise & Sport Science
Frostburg

Erika Rochelle Miller
Elementary Education
Everett, PA
Magna Cum Laude

Lynnsey Ann Miller
Early Childhood/Elementary Education
Frostburg
Magna Cum Laude

Loriell Katherine Mills
Early Childhood/Elementary Education
Williamsport
Magna Cum Laude

Brittany Ann Montgomery
Early Childhood/Elementary Education
Hagerstown
Summa Cum Laude

Veronica Chante’ Morris
Early Childhood/Elementary Education
Hagerstown
Magna Cum Laude

Jessica Noel Norris
Exercise & Sport Science
Frederick
Cum Laude

Christopher Lee Omps
Early Childhood/Elementary Education
Hagerstown
Summa Cum Laude

Kayleen Painter
Elementary Education
Cumberland

Brandon Tyler Remalia
Exercise & Sport Science
Waldorf

Justin Daniel Ridenour
Early Childhood/Elementary Education
Hagertown
Summa Cum Laude

Andrea Marie Robison
Early Childhood/Elementary Education
Hagerstown
Magna Cum Laude

Kaitlyn May Rodbell
Early Childhood/Elementary Education
Severna Park
Magna Cum Laude

Collin Nicholas Sainz
Athletic Training
LaVale
Cum Laude

Macy Brooke Scibilia
Early Childhood/Elementary Education
Hagerstown
Cum Laude

Amanda Nichole Simpson
Early Childhood/Elementary Education
Funkstown
Magna Cum Laude

Gemma L. Sinclair
Early Childhood/Elementary Education
Olney
Cum Laude

Robert Lewis Sines, Jr.
Elementary Education
Cumberland

Anne Maureen Smith
Exercise & Sport Science
Elkton

Jena Mary Smith
Early Childhood/Elementary Education
Hagerstown

Tyler Stevens
Health & Physical Education
Clarksburg

Spencer Eric Taylor
Early Childhood/Elementary Education
Hagerstown
Summa Cum Laude

Matthew Tyler Thomas
Exercise & Sport Science
Grantsville

Taylor Breann Ultis
Early Childhood/Elementary Education
Frostburg
Summa Cum Laude

Victoria Leigh Veirs
Early Childhood/Elementary Education
Germantown

Emily Lois Walker
Early Childhood/Elementary Education
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL
Cum Laude

William Donald Warrick
Recreation & Parks Management
Laurel

Lauren Marie Wharton
Early Childhood/Elementary Education
Smithsburg
Summa Cum Laude
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24      ONE HUNDRED AND FORTY-S IXTH COMMENCEMENT

Today we welcome you into a proud fellowship – that of

alumni of Frostburg State University and the institutions that

preceded it: Frostburg State College, Frostburg State Teacher’s

College and State Normal School #2 at Frostburg. As other

alumni will attest, with the education you have received here, the

sky is the limit for you.

Your success today is a credit to you and to the friends and

family who have supported you along the way. But credit also

belongs to many who said “yes” when you may have needed

assistance during your FSU career – for the faculty and staff who

guided your path, for those who funded scholarships to help you

pay your way, for those who supported enrichment programs like

the Sloop Leadership Institute, for those who volunteered to

speak to you at the Career Expo, or for those who offered

internships or other experiential learning that further enhanced

your classroom preparation. 

Now is your chance to say “yes” in return. We urge you to

remain connected to your alma mater; the FSU Alumni

Association can help. The mission of the Alumni Association is 

“to unite graduates, former students, and friends of Frostburg

State University for mutual benefit and to promote the welfare

and advance the interests of Frostburg State University.”

As alumni, you will be asked to help the students who follow

you. You may be asked to donate, to volunteer or to facilitate

internships. Just know that you will be enhancing a student’s life

just as yours was. So please, say “yes.” 

Welcome New FSU Alumni!

OFFICE  OF ALUMNI  RELAT IONS 

FROSTBURG STATE  UNIVERSITY  

101 BRADDOCK ROAD 

FROSTBURG,  MARYLAND 21532-2303

PHONE:  301.687.4068 

FAX:  301.687.4069 

E -MAIL : a lumn i@fros tbu rg .edu

Help FSU continue celebrating and supporting the Class of 2015
on social media!

Share your best Commencement photos of your favorite graduates on
Instagram, Twitter and Tumblr by tagging them: #instaFrostburg

Tweet out your congrats, pics and best wishes using this hashtag:
#FrostburgGRAD

C E L- E - B R AT E  O N L I N E !  CO M E  O N !



THE BOARD OF REGENTS OF THE 
UNIVERSITY  SYSTEM OF MARYLAND 

Mr. James L. Shea, Chair

Mr. Barry P. Gossett, Vice-Chair

Mr. Gary L. Attman, Treasurer

Ms. Linda R. Gooden, Assistant Treasurer

The Honorable C. Thomas McMillen, Secretary

Thomas G. Slater, Esq., Assistant Secretary

Mr. Norman R. Augustine

Mr. James T. Brady 

Dr. Patricia S. Florestano

Ms. Louise Michaux Gonzales

The Honorable Francis X. Kelly, Jr.

Mr. David Kinkopf

Mr. Robert Rauch

Dr. Frank M. Reid III

Dr. Paul L. Vance

Raaheela Ahmel, Student Regent

Mr. Joseph Bartfelder, ex officio

FROSTBURG STATE  UNIVERSITY  FOUNDAT ION,  INC.
EXECUT IVE  COMMITTEE

President
Mrs. Mary Clapsaddle

Vice President
Mr. Ken Oldham

Secretary
Mrs. Lynn Fike

Treasurer
Ms. Sandi Saville

Assistant Treasurer
Mr. Larry McKenzie

Immediate Past-President
Mr. Quincy Crawford

FROSTBURG STATE  UNIVERSITY  ADMINISTRAT ION

Dr. Jonathan C. Gibralter, President

Mr. Stephen M. Spahr, Chief of Staff and Senior Vice President 

for Economic Development & Government Relations

Mr. David Rose, Vice President for Administration & Finance

Dr. Thomas L. Bowling, Vice President for Student Affairs

Ms. M. Katherine Snyder, Vice President for Human Resources

Dr. William P. Childs, Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs

Dr. Ahmad Tootoonchi, Dean, College of Business

Dr. Sudhir Singh, Associate Dean, College of Business

Dr. Kathie Shaffer, Chair, Department of Accounting  

Dr. David M. Kiriazis, Chair, Department of Economics

Dr. Michael Monahan, Chair, Department of Management 

Dr. Carol J. Gaumer, Chair, Department of Marketing & Finance

Dr. Clarence E. Golden, Dean, College of Education

Dr. Roger S. Dow, Associate Dean, College of Education

Dr. Kim Rotruck, Chair, Department of Educational Professions

Dr. Lisa Simpson, Chair, Department of Kinesiology & Recreation 

Dr. Joseph M. Hoffman, Dean, College of Liberal Arts & Sciences

Dr. Cindy Herzog, Associate Dean, College of Liberal Arts & Sciences

Dr. R. Scott Fritz, Assistant Dean, College of Liberal Arts & Sciences

Dr. Thomas L. Serfass, Chair, Department of Biology

Dr. Robert Larivee, Chair, Department of Chemistry

Dr. Brad Rinard, Chair, Department of Computer Science & Information Technology

Dr. Sydney Duncan, Chair, Department of English

Dr. Maria-Luisa Sanchez, Chair, Department of Foreign Languages & Literature

Dr. Fritz Kessler, Chair, Department of Geography

Dr. Paul Charney, Chair, Department of History

Dr. John J. Lombardi, Dr. Elesha Ruminski, Co-Chairs, 

Department of Mass Communication and Communication Studies 

Dr. Marc Michael, Chair, Department of Mathematics

Dr. Phillip Klickman, Chair, Department of Music

Ms. Heather Gable, Chair, Department of Nursing

Dr. Michael B. Mathias, Chair, Department of Philosophy

Dr. Eric Moore, Chair, Department of Physics & Engineering 

Dr. Stephen Twing, Chair, Department of Political Science

Dr. William Southerly, Chair, Department of Psychology

Dr. Terry J. Russell, Chair, Department of Social Work

Dr. Robert Moore, Chair, Department of Sociology

Ms. Nicole Mattis, Chair, Department of Theatre & Dance

Ms. Jackie Brown, Chair, Department of Visual Arts

Ms. Sheila Pappas, Chair 

Ms. Brittni Teter, Assistant

Dr. Tom Bowling

Ms. Phyllis Casey

Ms. Carol Cosner

Ms. Pamela Detrick

Ms. Rachel Farris

Dr. Cindy Herzog

Mr. Jason Hill

Ms. Donna Lane

Ms. Liz Medcalf

Ms. Lee Ann Nightingale

Dr. Joanna Shore

Dr. Vaughn Snyder

Ms. Jodi Ternent

Ms. Ann Townsell

Mr. Mark Williams

Ms. Donna Yoder

The University Store on campus will be open today from 8:00 AM - 4:15 PM.

Today’s ushers are volunteers from the staff and students of the FSU community. 

A sincere and very special acknowledgement goes to all those who have contributed
their time and energy into making this event possible and to George’s Creek Florist
and Gift Shoppe for providing the flowers for today's ceremonies.
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COMMENCEMENT COMMITTEE

At Large
Mrs. Gladys W. Faherty
Mr. Jeff Fegan
Mrs. Marion Leonard

Ex Officio
Dr. Jonathan C. Gibralter
President, Frostburg State University

Mr. John T. Short, Jr.

Vice President for University Advancement
and Executive Director, FSU Foundation
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