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Hall of Records Commission Meeting
April 28, 2008

Map from medal cast for Cecil Calvert, second Lord Baltimore, ca. 1632,
the official trademark of the Maryland State Archives Trust Fund
Latin motto translates: As the sun thou shalt enlighten America,
and earliest known image of Anne Arundel, with her husband, Cecil
Calvert, 2nd Lord Baltimore ca. 1640, both used as trademarks for the
Friends of the Maryland State Archives

There will be an April 28, 2008 luncheon meeting of the Hall of Records Commission in the Maryland State Archives'
electronic classroom beginning at 12:00pm.




Members and Guests planning to attend the April 28, 2008 meeting
Agenda for the April 28, 2008 meeting
Minutes of the November 5, 2007 meeting and prior special meetings of the Commission

Note: The agenda and minutes are emailed to those attending the meeting. If your email account changes, please let us know at
leslief@mdsa.net.

prepared by Dr. Edward C. Papenfuse
State Archivist
Maryland State Archives
350 Rowe Boulevard
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
Phone: (410) 260-6401
Email: archives@mdsa.net
© Copyright Maryland State Archives
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Attendees
Hall of Records Commission Meeting
Monday, April 28, 2008
Electronic Classroom
Maryland State Archives
Commission Members and Alternates Counsel:
The Honorable Robert M. Bell, Chief Judge, Court of Appeals, and Chairman of the Hall of Records Commission
The Honorable Virginia P. Clagett, representing The Honorable Michael E. Busch, Speaker of the House of Delegates
Mr. Alvin Collins, Secretary, Department of General Services
Mr. Howard Freedlander, representing The Honorable Nancy K. Kopp, Treasurer
Mr. Jerry Klasmeier, representing The Honorable Peter V. R. Franchot, Comptroller of the Treasury
Ms. Caitlin McDonough, representing The Honorable Thomas V. Mike Miller, President of the Senate
Dr. Glenn Phillips, representing Dr. Earl S. Richardson, President, Morgan State University
Dr. Whitman H. Ridgway, representing Dr. William E. Kirwan,Chancellor, University of Maryland
Mr. Rob Rogers, Director, representing Mr. Henry Stansbury, President, Maryland Historical Society
Ms. Maggie Melson, representing Dr. Chris Nelson, President, St. John's College

Special Guests:

Staff:
Dr. Edward C. Papenfuse, State Archivist and Secretary, Hall of Records Commission
Mr. Tim Baker, Deputy State Archivist
Ms. Leslie Frazer, Recording Secretary
Mr. Kevin Swanson, Director, Acquisition and Preservation
Mr. Michael McCormick, Director, Reference Services
Mr. Nasrolah Rezvan, Director, Administration
Mr. Wei Yang, Chief Information Officer
Ms. Emily Oland Squires, Director, Research, Archives of Maryland Online
Ms. Kim Moreno, Director, Appraisal and Description
Ms. Mimi Calver, Director, Artistic Property and Public Outreach
Ms. Elaine Bachmann, Senior Curator
Mr. Sasha Lourie, Curator
Mr. Chris Kintzel, Registrar
Mr. Robert Schoeberlein, Director, Special Collections
Return to Introduction
© Copyright Maryland State Archives
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Hall of Records Commission Meeting
April 28, 2008
Maryland State Archives
Electronic Classroom
12:00 p.m.

Agenda

Map from medal cast for Cecil Calvert, second Lord Baltimore, ca. 1632,
the official trademark of the Maryland State Archives Trust Fund
Latin motto translates: As the sun thou shalt enlighten America,
and earliest known image of Anne Arundel, with her husband, Cecil
Calvert, 2nd Lord Baltimore ca. 1640, both used as trademarks for the
Friends of the Maryland State Archives

Call to Order by the Chairman
Attendees and Introduction of Special Guests
Special Announcements/Opening Remarks
The significance of April 28

Reports and Minutes of Previous Meetings



November 5, 2007
Special Meetings and Celebratory Events
 December 6: Dr. Papenfuse was sworn into his appointment to the Historic St. Mary's City Commission by Governor O'Malley
 January 21: Dr. Papenfuse gave a presentation to members of the Maryland Senate and House of Delegates concerning the
brochure, "A Guide to the History of Slavery in Maryland"
 April 8: Dr. Papenfuse, Tim Baker, and Elizabeth Newell attended the Bill Signing for SB147

Proposed Action: motion of approval of minutes (as amended, if amended), and recognition of the special meetings of the Commission as
defined by standing resolution.

Records Retention and Disposal



Retention Schedules
Disposals

Proposed Action: motion of approval of Records Retention and Disposal Schedules as presented.

Old Business


EBAY - Dr. Papenfuse mentioned to the Commission that occasionally public records are sold on eBay, and that he checks periodically
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to see if any Maryland records come up for sale. Recently, Dr. Papenfuse identified three items for sale that appeared to have come
from the Archives’ own records, a Chancery Case. Dr. Papenfuse purchased the records with his own money, communicated with the
seller who agreed to bring additional similar records to Dr. Papenfuse’s residence for review. Dr. Papenfuse convinced the seller that he
should donate the records back to the State, which he did; these were two boxes of equity cases from Allegany County and Baltimore
City. Dr. Papenfuse highlighted two cases from the boxes, and promised to provide a final analysis at a later date.
SLAVERY BROCHURE - Dr. Papenfuse displayed a copy of the brochure, emphasizing that the work was not publicly available as of
the date of the Commission meeting. The Archives Underground Railroad staff worked with Dr. Ira Berlin, University of Maryland, to
develop the brochure for teachers and students on the history of slavery in Maryland. The brochure highlights a daguerreotype of
Frederick Douglass, which is his earliest photograph. Another image in the brochure is a daguerreotype of Nancy Campbell in the
Battle of Antietam. Dr. Papenfuse informed the Commission that he hopes to announce the publication of the brochure with the
Governor and the Lieutenant Governor in the near future. He further hopes the Maryland State Department of Education will be
interested in buying a large supply of the brochures to distribute at public schools.
CREIGHTON COLLECTION - Dr. Papenfuse reminded the Commission that, at the Spring 2007 Hall of Records Commission
meeting, Howard Freedlander had donated to the Archives a collection of material relating to George Cleighton and his time in World
War II. Dr. Papenfuse mentioned these materials during his interview on Direct Connection, which was aired before one of the
segments of Ken Burns’ War. Dr. Papenfuse told the Commission that more information on the George Creighton Collection would be
offered at a future meeting.
EXHIBITS MASTER PLAN - The Archives has been working closely with the Department of General Services and the Maryland
Historical Trust on the list of pending projects for the State House, and is intimately involved in the development and execution of the
Exhibits Master Plan for the State House, which involves interpretation of the building. The Exhibits Master Plan will be discussed at
the next Commission meeting, as Speaker Busch wanted to be present at that discussion.
AUDIT - At the time of the Fall 2007 Hall of Records Commission meeting, the Audit Report was not final. On March 31, 2008, the
Archvies received notice from the Office of Legislative Audits that the Audit is now closed..
FEE SETTING - Tim Baker reminded the Commission that the Archives has been charging fees for services for quite some time, and
that 80 percent of the Archives budget comes from the Special Fund, for services and publications. In addition, for the past couple of
years, the Archives has applied a seven percent surcharge as an Educational and Entrepreneurial Reserve. The Archives’ Assistant
Attorney General argued that the Archives has fee-setting authority under several provisions of the law, but she also recommended
submission of a Bill that more explicitly recognizes these fee-setting authorities generally and more specifically as it relates to the
Educational and Entrepreneurial Fund. SB147 was introduced and enacted this session (copy attached).

Archivist's Report and Staff Activities
(see the Maryland State Archives' Bulldog and the Staff Activities since last Hall of Records Commission meeting for details)




Highlights since the last Hall of Records Commission meeting
 The work of the Artistic Property Commission in supervising the removal and security of the state-owned art collections in the
State House to accommodate the current closing and the creation and installlation of the 'alternate visitor experience' exhibit in the
House Office Building. In addition, the Artistic Property Commission is working closely with the Department of General
Services and their contractors on issues relating to the piping project and the protection of the State House during the work that
will be accomplished over the next nine months.
 April 9 - John Gartrell was awarded the Roland McConnell Endowment Fund Award from Morgan State University. The award
is presented to a graduate student who shows promise in the field of history.
Palladio, Laurence Hall Fowler, and the establishment of the Archival Program in Maryland

Recent Gifts, Deposits and Acquisitions




Special Collections
 MSA SC 5786, Bannaker's... Almanack and Ehemeris... 1796. This item came to us from the Department of Legislative Services
Library through the Archives Library's outreach to other libraries with like interests, specifically libraries interested in State
government publications and other Marylandia.
Government Records

Proposed Action by the Commission: Resolution of Appreciation for all recent gifts.

Maryland State Archives On Line


Finding Aids, Reference Services, and Publications:
 Records Transfer and Storage Management - a website designed to guide Maryland State, county, and local government agencies
in the management of public records.
 http://mdsa.net/
 http://aomol.net/
 http://mdslavery.net/
 http://lrac.us/ and http://review.mdlandrec.net/
 http://www.mopw.net/ids/login.cfm
 mdprobate.net
 Printed and Electronic Edition of the Maryland Manual
 Government Publications On Line
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http://mdhistory.net/

Summer 2008 Internship Program

Education and Outreach



















































Courses taught and lectures given by State Archivist (see prior resolution on 4/19/2000)
 Spring 2008: Teaching Putting Maryland on the Map, Johns Hopkins University Homewood Campus
 December 2: Presentation to members of the Sons of the Revolution, State of Maryland, at a tribute to President and Commander
George Washington
 December 14: Presentation to Archbishop O'Brien, Bishop Malooly, Harold Smith, and C. Fraser Smith (WYPR Radio Senior
News Analyst) on the evolution of Maryland and Baltimore
 February 15: Presentation to physicians from Johns Hopkins University on George Washington
 March 11: Presentation at the National States Geographic Information Council 2008 Annual Conference
 March 11: Presentation at the Maryland History Lecture Series 2007-2008 on "Interpreting the Archival Evidence: The Original
1708 Charters of Annapolis"
 April 11: Presentation at Homewood Museum's 8th Annual "Baltimore's Great Architecture" symposium on "Laurence Hall
Fowler and the Maryland Hall of Records: The Architect as Archivist and Architectural Historian"
 April 26: Presentation at The Walters Art Museum on "Maps: Funding Maryland's Place in the World"
December 12: Dr. Papenfuse and Mimi Calver provided a tour of the work being done in the Old Senate Chamber to Lou Davis,
Maryland Public Television, who also interviewed Dr. Papenfuse
November 21: Elaine Bachmann provided a viewing of a portrait of Isidor Raynor to Terrence Allspagh and descendants of Mr Raynor
November 24: Chris Haley attended The Brotherhood of Saint Andrew, Saint Andrew's Day luncheon
December 5: Dr. Papenfuse attended the Holiday Book Event at Johns Hopkins University featuring the Archives' Atlas
December 6: Dr. Papenfuse, Mike McCormick, and Vicki Lee provided a tour of the Maryland State Archives to Hannah
Szczepanowska and four conservators from Georgia, Russia
December 6: John Gartrell attended the Afro-American Newspaper's Celebrating 115 Years Reception
December 10: Dr. Papenfuse, Mimi Calver, Elaine Bachmann, and Chris Kintzel attended the Government House Foundation VIP
Dinner Reception
December 12: Vicki Lee and Jenn Cruickshank attended a Guild of Book Workers meeting
December 19: Elaine Bachmann provided a tour of Government House to the staff of Government House
December 19: Chris Haley met with Robyn Smith concerning Black Genealogy
January 2: Chris Haley gave a presentation to the Board of the New Annapolitans, Universalist Unitarian Church on "Studying the
Underground Railway at the Maryland State Archives"
January 3: Jen Hafner provided a tour of the Maryland State Archives to Shahrzad Arasteh and representatives from the Selective
Liberal Arts Colleges consortium
December 21: Mimi Calver provided a walk-through of the Old Treasury Building to Mayor Ellen Moyer
January 10: Chris Haley, John Gartrell, Maya Davis, and Ryan Cox attended the "Abolition and the Road to Freedom: 200th
Anniversary of the Slave Trade Act of 1808" Symposium at the National Archives
January 15: Mike McCormick provided an orientation to the Maryland State Archives and family history to Kenyatta Rowel,
Counselor, and ten teenage program participants from the Annapolis-Bates Boys and Girls Club
January 18: Tim Baker and Elaine Bachmann participated in a tour of the State House by the State House Working Group
January 18: Dr. Papenfuse met with Ken Day, Maryland Public Television concerning the projected program "History of Annapolis"
January 24: Maya Davis attended "Unsung Heroes of the Underground Railroad in the DC Area" by the National Park Service
February 4: Chris Haley met with Ira Berlin, Delegate Tawanna Gaines, and State School Superintendent Dr. Nancy Grasmick
concerning distribution of the brochure "A Guide to the History of Slavery in Maryland"
February 5: Mimi Calver, Chris Haley, John Gartrell, Maya Davis, and Ryan Cox attended the 2008 Winter Lecture Series at Historic
London Town and Gardens
February 7: Jenn Cruickshank attended the Washington Conservation Guild meeting
February 11: Dr. Papenfuse met with Lieutenant Governor Brown concerning the brochure "A Guide to the History of Slavery in
Maryland"
February 12: Chris Haley attended the interpretive planning meeting for the Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad State Park Visitor
Center
February 14: Dr. Papenfuse was interviewed by Lauren Shaw, The Baltimore Sun, concerning Washington's resignation speech
February 15: Chris Haley met with representatives of Watermark Tours concerning the relation of Legacy of Slavery Department
programs to tourism in Maryland
February 18: Dr. Papenfuse and Mimi Calver attended the Senate's annual ceremony in honor of George Washington's birthday
February 19: Dr. Papenfuse and Chris Haley attended the lecture by Philip R. Seitz, " Tales of Enslavement: New Research from
Cliveden and the Chew Family Papers"
February 21: Dr. Papenfuse was interviewed by Karen Hosler, WYPR, concerning the closure of the State House and planned exhibits
February 22-24: John Gartrell participated in the Seventh Annual Underground Railroad Conference
February 22: Dr. Papenfuse met with Bob Brugger, Johns Hopkins Press, concerning establishing a Maryland history and culture
electronic reference work
February 23: Dr. Papenfuse participated in the Historic St. Mary's City Commission meeting
February 28: Dr. Papenfuse attended the awards ceremony for "Celebrating Living History, Major African-American Contributions to
the State of Maryland"
February 28: Dr. Papenfuse and Ken Day, Maryland Public Television, hosted a roundtable discussion group concerning interpreting
Annapolis' history
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February 29: Dr. Papenfuse and Tim Baker met with Rob Rogers, Louise Hayman, Henry Stansbury, and Bobby Neall concerning
collaboration between the Maryland State Archives and the Maryland Historical Society
March 1: Maya Davis gave a presentation to the United Methodist Church of the Redeemer highlighting the brochure, "A Guide to the
History of Slavery in Maryland"
March 3: Dr. Papenfuse and Jen Hafner participated in a meeting with the Annapolis Lincoln Bicentennial Commission and viewed a
map of Annapolis from February 1865
March 4: Chris Haley attended the opening reception at the Banneker-Douglass Museum for "Seeking Liberty, Annapolis: An Imagines
Community"
March 5: Elaine Bachmann was interviewed by Melinda Roeder, Fox 45, concerning the Old Senate Chamber
March 6: Chris Haley served as a judge for the Annual Ardmore Elementary School Science Fair
March 10: Jenn Cruickshank attended the National Archives & Records Administration 22d Annual Preservation Conference
March 10: Sasha Lourie attended the Maryland Association of History Museums Board of Trustees Annual Retreat
March 11: Chris Haley met with Michial Gill and Ira Berlin to talk to Roger Plunkett and Traci El Fiki, Department of Energy,
concerning the brochure, "A Guide to the History of Slavery in Maryland"
March 11: Reggie Shorter and Kevin Swanson gave a presentation to representatives from Judicial Information Systems,
Administrative Office of the Courts, on Electronic Archives Disaster Recovery and Continuity of Operations
March 11: Elaine Bachmann gave a presentation to members of the Interior Design Program, Middle Tennessee State University, on
"The Kennedy Restoration and Its Legacy in America's Public Houses"
March 12: Emily Squires and Jen Hafner attended the Maryland Commission for Women, Women's Hall of Fame Ceremony
March 14: Chris Haley met with David Taft Terry, Reginald Lewis Museum, concerning the brochure, "A Guide to the History of
Slavery in Maryland" and educational curriculum, grant signage, and future intern partnerships
March 14: Dr. Papenfuse and Vicki Lee attended a lecture by Dr. Roger Easton, Library of Congress, entitled "Hyperspectral Imaging
of the Waldseemüller 1507 World Map: The Development of Hyperspectral Imaging and Its Application to Preservation Issues"
March 15: Chris Haley attended a special preview screening and VIP Reception for "Pip & Zastrow: An American Friendship"
March 19: Rob Schoeberlein attended a meeting of the Maryland History and Culture Collaborative
March 24: Elaine Bachmann provided a tour of Government House for Watermark Tour Guides
March 25: Dr. Papenfuse and Mimi Calver attended the Maryland Day Lunch at the Maryland Historical Society
March 29: Elaine Bachmann and Sasha Lourie provided a tour of the State House to the Pewter Collector's Club of America
April 4: Dr. Papenfuse and John Gartrell participated in the University of Baltimore conference on "Baltimore '68: Riots and Rebirth"
April 5: Sasha Lourie gave a presentation at the Hammond-Harwood House on "Fine Furniture, Public Patronage, and 'carrying out the
designs of the legislature': Cabinetmaking in Early National Annapolis"
April 9: Tim Baker and Kim Moreno met with Jeff Edwards and Cindy Plavier-Truitt, Humanim, for a tour of the Historic American
Brewery Building
April 15: Vicki Lee attended a meeting of the Guild of Book Workers
April 15: Sasha Lourie attended a lecture by Ann Wagner entitled "Silversmiths to the nation: Thomas Fletcher and Sidney Gardiner,
1808-1842"
April 16-18: Mike McCormick attended the Midwest Archives Conference 2008 Annual Meeting, Instructing the Workshop
"Photographic Preservation on a Shoestring Budget" and Chairing the Concurrent Session "The Useful Ten Words of the Ten Thousand:
Describing Photographs in Words"
April 17: Dr. Papenfuse and Jen Hafner met with members of the Annapolis Lincoln Bicentennial Commission concerning the narrative
for the commemorative walk
April 18: Dr. Papenfuse met with James Robertson concerning the National Fire Heritage Center
April 20: Chris Haley was interviewed by Yves Eudes, Le Monde, concerning DNA testing and genealogy
April 21-24: Vicki Lee and Jenn Cruickshank attended the 36th Annual Meeting of The American Institute for Conservation of Historic
and Artistic Works (AIC)
April 25: Vicki Lee and Jenn Cruickshank participated in the Angels Project and worked on collections at the American Alpine Club
and Colorado Mountain Club
April 25: Dr. Papenfuse and Nancy Bramucci attended the Anne Arundel County Teaching American History Gala "Lives in History:
Echoes of the Past, Voices of the Future;" Dr. Papenfuse introduced Chief Judge Robert Bell, the Keynote Speaker. See "Is Baltimore
Burning?"
April 26: Kim Moreno served as a judge for Maryland History Day at the University of Maryland Baltimore County
April 26: Chris Haley gave a presentation to teachers from Howard County concerning the brochure, "A Guide to the History of
Slavery in Maryland"

Forthcoming special meetings of the Commission and events of interest













May 1: Dr. Papenfuse will give a presentation to the Central Intelligence Agency Information Management Institute on " Archives,
Maps, and History: Finding Maryland's Place In the World"
May 6: Dr. Papenfuse will host a tour for students and teachers from Boys' Latin School
May 9: Dr. Papenfuse will give a presentation at the Baltimore City Historical Society Historians Workshop on "The Baltimore City
Archives: Plaudits, Progress, and the Future of our Archival Heritage"
May 9: Dr. Papenfuse will give a presentation to the State and Local Government Law Institute on "Records Retention Policies (Non Litigation)"
May 13: Dr. Papenfuse, Tim Baker, Mimi Calver, Elaine Bachmann, Sasha Lourie, and Chris Kintzel will attend a meeting of the
Commission on Artistic Property
May 21: Dr. Papenfuse will serve as the Expert Guide for the "Mapping the World" bus tour conducted by the Corcoran Gallery of Art
and the Department of Public Programs
May 21: Dr. Papenfuse will give a presentation at the Baltimore Basilica's volunteer in-service training on "The Craftsmen of the
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Cathedral"
May 22: Dr. Papenfuse will give a presentation to the Maryland Society of Professional Engineers on "Maps: Finding Maryland's
Place in the World"
June 6: Dr. Papenfuse will give a presentation at St. John's College "Looking Closer: 300 Years of Annapolis History" Symposium on
"Interpreting the Archival Evidence: The Final Draft of Washington's Resignation and the Original 1708 Charters of Annapolis, Then
& Now"
August 9: Dr. Papenfuse will give a presentation at the 2008 Shrewsbury Institute "The Gift of John Smith's Legacy 1608-1692" on
"The Maps of the Era"
September 4: Dr. Papenfuse will give a presentation at the Federation of Genealogical Societies Conference on "The Maryland State
Archives in the 21st Century"
September 9-12: Dr. Papenfuse will attend the Council of State Archivists and National Association of Government Archives and
Records Administration Annual Meeting

Administrative and Fiscal Matters




Deputy State Archivist's Report:
 State House projects overview
 Mdlandrec.net
 Status
 Version 3
 Disaster Recovery
 Facilities
 Capital Budget requirement for new Archival facility
 Maintenance
 Legislative Audit
 Status report
Budget and Legislative Initiatives:
 Restoration of funds to pay for rent of warehouse facilities
 Printing of the Maryland Manual
 State House Exhibits and an Architect of the Capitol
 Legislation to make more explicit the fee making powers of the State Archivist (Dr. Papenfuse's testimony for SB147) (Bill
Signing for SB147)
 Task Force on Reducing State Budget Expenditures for Record Management and Retention (Dr. Papenfuse's testimony for
SB340)
 January 30: Dr. Papenfuse provided testimony on the State Archives Budget to the House Appropriations Subcommittee on
Public Safety and Administration
 February 1: Dr. Papenfuse provided testimony on the State Archives Budget to the Senate Budget and Taxation Subcommittee on
Public Safety, Transportation & Environment

Proposed action by the Commission: adoption and approval of reports incorporating any comments on budget related matters

New Business
Next meeting
The next Hall of Records Commission meeting is tentatively scheduled for Friday, December 19, 2008.

Adjournment
Dr. Edward C. Papenfuse
State Archivist
Maryland State Archives
350 Rowe Boulevard
(410) 260-6401.
Email: edp@mdarchives.state.md.us
© Copyright Maryland State Archives
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Maryland State Archives
Records Retention Schedules Approved
Since Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on 11/5/2007
City of Salisbury, City Clerk
Rec.: 10/23/2006 Appr.: 1/3/2008 RM Sch. #:M216 MSA S1522-253 Supersedes: None

City of Salisbury, Department of Internal Services/Finance, Administration
Rec.: 10/23/2006 Appr.: 11/29/2007 RM Sch. #:M218 MSA S1522-248 Supersedes: None

City of Salisbury, Department of Internal Services/Finance, Billing and Collection
Rec.: 10/23/2006 Appr.: 11/29/2007 RM Sch. #:M218-3 MSA S1522-249 Supersedes: None

City of Salisbury, Fire Department Administration
Rec.: 10/23/2006 Appr.: 11/29/2007 RM Sch. #:M219 MSA S1522-247 Supersedes: None

City of Salisbury, Fire Department, Operations
Rec.: 10/23/2006 Appr.: 11/29/2007 RM Sch. #:M219-2 MSA S1522-250 Supersedes: None

City of Salisbury, Fire Department, Training
Rec.: 10/23/2006 Appr.: 11/9/2007 RM Sch. #:M219-3 MSA S1522-241 Supersedes: None

City of Salisbury, Office of Mayor
Rec.: 10/23/2006 Appr.: 1/3/2008 RM Sch. #:M215 MSA S1522-252 Supersedes: None

City of Salisbury, Police Department, Chief of Police
Rec.: 10/23/2006 Appr.: 11/9/2007 RM Sch. #:M220 MSA S1522-242 Supersedes: None

City of Salisbury, Police Department, Community Service
Rec.: 10/23/2006 Appr.: 11/9/2007 RM Sch. #:M220-4 MSA S1522-243 Supersedes: None

City of Salisbury, Police Department, Human Resources and Records
Rec.: 10/23/2006 Appr.: 11/9/2007 RM Sch. #:M220-7 MSA S1522-244 Supersedes: None

City of Salisbury, Public Works, Engineering Project Management
Rec.: 10/23/2006 Appr.: 11/9/2007 RM Sch. #:M221-1 MSA S1522-245 Supersedes: None

City of Salisbury, Public Works, Wastewater Treatment
Rec.: 10/23/2006 Appr.: 11/29/2007 RM Sch. #:M221-3 MSA S1522-251 Supersedes: None

City of Salisbury, Public Works, Water Treatment
Rec.: 10/23/2006 Appr.: 11/9/2007 RM Sch. #:M221-4 MSA S1522-246 Supersedes: None

All Information from 10/29/2007 to 4/21/2008
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Records Retention Schedules Approved
Since Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on 11/5/2007
College Savings Plans of Maryland
Rec.: 9/20/2007 Appr.: 11/9/2007 RM Sch. #:2322A1 MSA S1468-3578 Supersedes: None

Department of Natural Resources, Critical Area Commission for the Chesapeake and Atlantic Coastal Bays
Rec.: 4/20/2007 Appr.: 12/12/2007 RM Sch. #:2429 MSA S1468-3579 Supersedes: None

Department of Natural Resources, Office of the Secretary Human Resources
Rec.: 10/29/2007 Appr.: 1/4/2008 RM Sch. #:2437 MSA S1468-3583 Supersedes: 1256

Department of Public Safety & Correctional Services/Information Technology and Communications Division
Rec.: 8/15/2007 Appr.: 1/4/2008 RM Sch. #:1633-A2 MSA S1468-3580 Supersedes: 1633: Items 4.0 - 4.39, 1633A1

Frederick County Sheriff's Office
Rec.: 5/1/2007 Appr.: 1/4/2008 RM Sch. #:C1029 MSA S1521-1117 Supersedes: C912 and C912A1

Maryland Insurance Administration, Producer Licensing
Rec.: 10/19/2007 Appr.: 11/6/2007 RM Sch. #:2425A1 MSA S1468-3577 Supersedes: None

Maryland State Police
Rec.: 10/9/2007 Appr.: 1/4/2008 RM Sch. #:1209-A-39 MSA S1468-3582 Supersedes: None

Maryland State Police, Technical Surveillance Unit (90)- Drug Enforcement Division.
Rec.: 10/9/2007 Appr.: 1/4/2008 RM Sch. #:971-90 MSA S1468-3581 Supersedes: None

MDOT Maryland Transit Administration, Office of Human Resources
Rec.: 11/2/2007 Appr.: 1/4/2008 RM Sch. #:2438 MSA S1468-3584 Supersedes: None

Town of Bel Air, Police Department
Rec.: 6/13/2007 Appr.: 1/4/2008 RM Sch. #:M228 MSA S1522-254 Supersedes: M55, M55A, M55A1

All Information from 10/29/2007 to 4/21/2008
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Disposal Certificates Approved
Since Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on 11/5/2007
Allegany County Circuit Court
Received:

12/10/2007

Approved:

1/3/2008

1 certificate(s)

(MSA S1469-1800)

Approved:

1/4/2008

1 certificate(s)

(MSA S1469-1803)

Approved:

12/12/2007

1 certificate(s)

(MSA S1469-1798)

Approved:

1/4/2008

1 certificate(s)

(MSA S1469-1802)

Approved:

11/9/2007

1 certificate(s)

(MSA S1469-1792)

Approved:

11/6/2007

1 certificate(s)

(MSA S1469-1790)

Approved:

11/6/2007

1 certificate(s)

(MSA S1469-1787)

Approved:

11/6/2007

2 certificate(s)

(MSA S1469-1791)

Approved:

11/6/2007

1 certificate(s)

(MSA S1469-1793)

Approved:

11/29/2007

1 certificate(s)

(MSA S1469-1795)

Anne Arundel Circuit Court
Received:

12/21/2007

Anne Arundel County Circuit Court
Received:

12/11/2007

Carroll County Circuit Court
Received:

12/21/2007

Charles County Circuit Court
Received:

10/18/2007

District Court 1 BC
Received:

9/25/2007

District Court 5 PG
Received:

8/31/2007

District Court 6 MO
Received:

10/16/2007

District Court 7 AA
Received:

10/24/2007

District Court 8 BA
Received:

11/15/2007

District Court 8 Baltimore County
Received:

11/14/2007

Approved:

12/12/2007

2 certificate(s)

(MSA S1469-1797)

Received:

12/21/2007

Approved:

1/4/2008

2 certificate(s)

(MSA S1469-1805)

All Information from 10/29/2007 to 4/21/2008
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Maryland State Archives
Disposal Certificates Approved
Since Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on 11/5/2007
District Court 9 HA
Received:

7/10/2007

Approved:

11/6/2007

1 certificate(s)

(MSA S1469-1783)

District Court Headquarters-Operations
Received:

9/20/2007

Approved:

11/6/2007

1 certificate(s)

(MSA S1469-1789)

Received:

12/21/2007

Approved:

1/4/2008

1 certificate(s)

(MSA S1469-1807)

District Court of Maryland Headquarters, Engineering and Central Services
Received:

9/17/2007

Approved:

11/6/2007

2 certificate(s)

(MSA S1469-1788)

District Court-Headquarters 13 Anne Arundel County
Received:

12/21/2007

Approved:

1/4/2008

2 certificate(s)

(MSA S1469-1809)

Harford County Circuit Court
Received:

12/11/2007

Approved:

1/3/2008

2 certificate(s)

(MSA S1469-1799)

Received:

12/21/2007

Approved:

1/4/2008

1 certificate(s)

(MSA S1469-1806)

Received:

2/11/2008

Approved:

3/26/2008

1 certificate(s)

(MSA S1469-1840)

Certificate No's:

4656

Howard County Circuit Court
Received:

11/13/2007

Approved:

12/12/2007

1 certificate(s)

(MSA S1469-1796)

Received:

12/21/2007

Approved:

1/4/2008

1 certificate(s)

(MSA S1469-1804)

Received:

2/13/2008

Approved:

2/20/2008

1 certificate(s)

(MSA S1469-1841)

1/4/2008

1 certificate(s)

(MSA S1469-1808)

3/26/2008

1 certificate(s)

(MSA S1469-1839)

Certificate No's:

4515

Kent County Circuit Court
Received:

12/21/2007

Approved:

Montgomery County Circuit Court
Received:

2/11/2008

Approved:

Certificate No's:

All Information from 10/29/2007 to 4/21/2008
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Maryland State Archives
Disposal Certificates Approved
Since Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on 11/5/2007
Prince George's County Circuit Court
Received:

2/27/2008

Approved:

4/8/2008

Certificate No's:

2 certificate(s)

(MSA S1469-1846)

4661, 4662

Total number of certificates approved since Hall of Records Commission meeting = 33
Amount of record material approved for disposal since Hall of Records Commission Meeting = 6,787
(shown in clam shell equivalents (CSE). 1 cu. ft. of unprocessed material = 2.42 CSE of processed material.)

All Information from 10/29/2007 to 4/21/2008
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Staff Activities (November 5, 2007 - April 28, 2008)
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November 6: Dr. Papenfuse and Rob Schoeberlein met with Malissa Ruffner concerning a comprehensive finding aid to Ridgely Papers
November 6: Elaine Bachmann met with Mark Schneidman and Ruth Roadarmel concerning renovations in the service areas of
Government House
November 7: Chris Haley met with Delegate Emmett Burns concerning the Slavery Commission and list of current and proposed new
appointees
November 13: Elaine Bachmann and Chris Kintzel met with Doug Dawson to walk through the State House and identify artwork for
removal during the piping/HVAC project
November 13: Elaine Bachmann met with Stiles Colwill, Samantha Davis, and Julie Hockaday concerning Foundation for Government
House event planning
November 13: Dr. Papenfuse, Tim Baker, and Mimi Calver met with Treasurer Kopp and Howard Freedlander concerning the State
House
November 14: Rob Schoeberlein met with Yale Stenzler concerning public school construction and private records
November 14: Tim Baker, Mimi Calver, and Elaine Bachmann provided to Barbara Oaks and Joan Cadden a briefing on the Exhibits
Master Plan, the Old House of Delegates chamber, and feasibility studies
November 15: Kim Moreno met with Richard Herring, DGS Records Management Division, and the Information Management Team at
Anne Arundel Community College concerning records management and retention schedules
November 15: Rob Schoeberlein met with Marta Kelsey concerning the Malcolm Walter Collection
November 20: Richard Richardson attended the Agency Personnel Management Group Meeting
November 21: Kim Moreno and Carrie Gross met with Jim Reilly, Clerk, and Claudine Adams, Land Records Supervisor, for Harford
County concerning a request for land record images on CD
November 26: Mimi Calver and Elaine Bachmann met with Debbie Gosselin of Watermark Tours concerning the closing of the State
House
November 28: Mimi Calver and Elaine Bachmann attended a State House Exhibits Development Focus Group meeting
November 28: Mimi Calver met with Speaker Busch, members of his staff, and representatives from Watermark Tours concerning the
closing of the State House and the exhibits
November 28: Tim Baker, Mimi Calver, and Elaine Bachmann met with representatives from Department of General Services,
Maryland Historical Trust, and John Greenwalt Lee Company for an update on work in the Old Senate Chamber
November 30: Tim Baker attended the AdaptiveXchange Conference on data center power and cooling
November 30: Chris Kintzel met with representatives from Security Moving and Storage Fine Arts Division concerning removal of
furniture from the Old Senate Chamber
December 3: Dr. Papenfuse and Tim Baker attended a luncheon meeting with Scott MacGlashan, Clerk of Queen Anne's County, and
Judge Souse
December 12: Rob Schoeberlein met with Louis Hecht concerning appraisal of a new donation to the Bryden Hyde Collection
December 12: Elaine Bachmann met with Mark Schneidman concerning kitchen renovations at Government House
December 12: Christine Alvey attended the Library Services Advisory Committee meeting
December 12: Kim Moreno and Joe Leizear met with Ed Buchanan, Montgomery County Records Manager, concerning revisions to
the Montgomery County retention schedule
December 12: Tim Baker, Mimi Calver, and Elaine Bachmann attended a State House Coordinators Meeting
December 17: Mimi Calver and Elaine Bachmann met with Beth Twiss-Houty and Polly McKenna-Kress concerning State House
Exhibits Content Development
December 18: Rob Schoeberlein met with Ross Kimmel concerning the Ommenhauser Book
December 18: Kevin Swanson and Kim Moreno provided a demonstration of Version 3 of Mdlandrec.net and plats.net to Barbara
Hansman
December 20: Elaine Bachmann met with Joyce Hill Stoner, Winterthur Museum, concerning conservation of the portrait of William
Paca
December 21: Rob Schoeberlein met with Cathy Goldsborough, Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, concerning the transfer of
historic material
January 3: Mimi Calver and Elaine Bachmann met with Bobby Neall concerning the State House
January 4: Elaine Bachmann met with Colm O'Comartun, Governor's Office concerning paintings
January 4: Dr. Papenfuse met with John Blair concerning the Annapolis Ratification
January 7: Tim Baker participated in the Judiciary Access Committee teleconference
January 8: Mimi Calver, Elaine Bachmann, and Chris Kintzel installed exhibits in the Miller Senate Building
January 10: Dr. Papenfuse, Tim Baker, Kevin Swanson, Kim Moreno, and Richard Richardson hosted a luncheon meeting of a group of
assistant attorneys general concerned about electronic records retention
January 11: Dr. Papenfuse, Chris Haley, Rob Schoeberlein, and Owen Lourie met with Phillip, Betty, and George Merrill concerning a
photograph of J. Steward Davis
January 15: Richard Richardson attended the agency personnel managers group meeting
January 15: Nassir Rezvan attended the Workshop on Disposal Methods at the Department of General Services
January 16: Rob Schoeberlein met with David Herlihy concerning pre-1900 Maryland bicycle clubs
January 16: Dr. Papenfuse met with Delegate John Wood concerning an 1898 photograph album of the Maryland General Assembly
January 17: Kim Moreno and Erin Cayce attended the Registration of Ground Rents briefing by Robert Young, Department of
Assessments and Taxation
January 17: Tim Baker met with Sally Rankin and David Durfee concerning social security numbers
January 23: Dr. Papenfuse met with Elizabeth Hughes of Vane Brothers Companies concerning charts of the Chesapeake Bay
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January 25: Kevin Swanson attended the Real Property Records Improvement Fund Oversight Committee meeting
January 25: Elaine Bachmann met with Ann Wagner, Curator of the Washington County Museum of Fine Arts concerning Government
House
January 28: Elaine Bachmann attended a meeting at the State House Visitor Center concerning the visitor experience in the State House
during 2008 and 2009
January 28: Wei Yang attend the Information Technology Advisory Council meeting
January 30: Dr. Papenfuse, Tim Baker, Mimi Calver, and Elaine Bachmann attended a State House Trust Meeting
January 30: Elaine Bachmann and Chris Kintzel met with the Guides of Watermark Tours concerning the state-owned art collections
January 30: Mimi Calver attended a meeting concerning issues of resource stewardship and the visitor experience at Fort McHenry
January 31: Vicki Lee and Jenn Cruickshank met with Nora Lockshin, Paper Conservator with the Smithsonian Center for Archives
Conservation, concerning paper samples
January 31: Dr. Papenfuse met with Outerbridge Horsey and Phil Reese concerning the Lee Society
February 4: Elaine Bachmann attended a meeting at the State House Visitor Center concerning the State House visitor experience
during the closure of the State House
February 4: Dr. Papenfuse and Emily Squires met with Chip Adomanis concerning the Teaching American History grant
February 5: Dr. Papenfuse met with Secretary Al Collins, Department of General Services
February 6: Dr. Papenfuse, Tim Baker, Kevin Swanson, Jill Kautz, Kim Moreno, Wei Yang, Reggie Shorter, and Nancy Bramucci
hosted the Land Records Access Committee meeting
February 7: Elaine Bachmann, Sasha Lourie, and Chris Kintzel met with Steve Billings, Department of General Services concerning
the handling of contracts for the Maryland State House
February 7: Elaine Bachmann met with Karen Hosler, free-lance reporter, concerning State House renovation plans
February 7: Dr. Papenfuse, Tim Baker, and Kevin Swanson met with Jeff Edwards of iScan concerning secure digital mail service
February 7: Vicki Lee and Jenn Cruickshank met with Nora Lockshin at the Smithsonian Institute Archives to evaluate paper samples
February 7: Jenn Cruickshank attended a Washington Conservation Guild meeting at which Jack Mawhinney spoke on "Selecting Fire
Suppression Technologies for Heritage Properties"
February 11: Mimi Calver, Elaine Bachmann, and Sasha Lourie attended a State House pre-construction meeting
February 12: Nassir Rezvan attended new intermediate security training for the State's financial management system
February 13: Dr. Papenfuse met with Speaker of the House Michael Busch concerning the Speaker's Society Dinner
February 14: Dr. Papenfuse, Tim Baker, and Rob Schoeberlein met with Ross Kimmel and Mike Musick concerning the Omenhausser
project
February 25: Richard Richardson and Cecelia Smith attended training for Financial Disclosure Coordinators
February 26: Nasrolah Rezvan attended a Minority Business Enterprise Liaison Officer Meeting
February 26: Dr. Papenfuse met with Hollis Thoms concerning a Ferrandini Opera
February 26: Tim Baker and Kim Moreno met with Alan Heath, Genealogical Society of Utah, concerning an agreement for their
digitization project in Registers of Wills offices in Maryland
February 28: Dr. Papenfuse and Vicki Lee met with Abigail Quandt, The Walters Art Museum, as she examined the Annapolis Charter
February 28: Tim Baker, Kevin Swanson, Rob Schoeberlein, Kim Moreno, and Jen Hafner participated in a teleconference with the
National Historical Publications and Records Commission concerning their Digitizing Historical Records grants
March 5: Richard Richardson, Emily Squires, and Leslie Frazer attended Governor's Office Letter Scanning and Routing System
(LSARS) Training
March 6: Dr. Papenfuse and Elaine Bachmann met with Bill Pencek and Hannah Byron, Office of Tourism Development, concerning
the future of visitor center functions
March 6: Dr. Papenfuse and Mimi Calver attended a meeting of the State House Trust
March 6: Dr. Papenfuse and Jen Hafner met with Mark Luckner, Governor's Office, concerning a speech on government efficiency
March 10: Cecelia Smith attended the 2008 Retirement Coordinator Education Session
March 10: Jenn Cruickshank attended the National Archvies & Records Administration 22d Annual Preservation Conference, "The
ABCs of Modern Fire Suppression in Cultural Institutions"
March 11: Wei Yang attended the Educational Seminar "Managing Government Content"
March 13: Cecelia Smith attended the 2008 Benefit Coordinator Meeting
March 15-16: Camille DiMarco attended a Leather Workshop hosted by the Potomac Chapter of the Guild of Book Workers
March 19: Richard Richardson, Nasrolah Rezvan, Chris Haley, and Cecelia Smith met with Debbie Mack, Department of Budget and
Management, concerning the Archives' Equal Employment Opportunity Audit
April 3: Dr. Papenfuse, Tim Baker, Wei Yang, Reggie Shorter, Kevin Swanson, Doris Byrne, Kim Moreno, and Joyce Phelps met with
Charles Madden and Neil Moores, Baltimore City Circuit Court, concerning VHS tape record transfer
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Special Collections
Received Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting

MSA SC 5779
MSA SC 5780
MSA SC 5781
MSA SC 5782
MSA SC 5783
MSA SC 5784
MSA SC 5785
MSA SC 5786
MSA SC 5787
MSA SC 5788
MSA SC 5789
MSA SC 5790
MSA SC 5791
MSA SC 5792
MSA SC 5793
MSA SC 5794
MSA SC 5795
MSA SC 5796
MSA SC 5797
MSA SC 5798
MSA SC 5799
MSA SC 5800
MSA SC 5801
MSA SC 5802
MSA SC 5803

2007 Old Senate Chamber Renovation Collection
Washington Star Collection
Dr. Yale Stenzler Collection
Horsey-Barr Collection
Davis Collection
Cross Manor Collection
John G. Blair Collection
Department of Legislative Reference Library Collection
Treaty of Paris Broadside Collection
Souvenir Album Collection
Kathryn Holtze Collection
Woodmont Rod and Gun Club Collection
DHMH Tuberculosis Control Collection
Four Centuries of History Exhibition in the House of Delegates Office Complex Collection
Charter of Annapolis Collection
Brooklandwood Collection
The Evening Star Collection
Judge Dennis Sweeney Collection
Willman Spawn Collection
Blacks in Annapolis Project Collection
Centreville High School Alumni Association Collection
Stephen Montanarelli Collection
Myrtle E. Shawen Collection
Robert Steel Collection
Robert W. Barnes Collection
Return to Index
© Copyright Maryland State Archives
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Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on November 5, 2007
ATTORNEY GRIEVANCE COMMISSION
(Case File)
Dates

1965-2006

Series No

Date Added

New Items

T 1260

1995-2005

29 Boxes, 69.6 CSE

T 1260

1992-2006

35 Boxes, 84 CSE

BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Proceedings, Tape Recordings)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1989-2004

T 1925

2006-2007

New Items
2.4 CSE

DEPARTMENT OF ASSESSMENTS AND TAXATION CHARTER DIVISION
(Financing Statements and Charter Records,
Digital)
Dates

Series No

2001-

T 3408

Date Added

New Items
8 Electronic Data, 0.24 CSE

(Financing Statements and Charter Records,
Electronicl)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2001-

T 3408

8 Electronic Data, 0.24 CSE

2001-

T 3408

10 Electronic Data, 0.3 CSE

2001-

T 3408

18 Electronic Data, 0.54 CSE

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT FINANCE
OFFICE
(Real Property File)
Dates

Series No

1980-1995

T 3643

Date Added

New Items
5 Boxes, 12 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on November 5, 2007
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN RESOURCES CE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL
SERVICES
(Foster Care File)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1951-2002

T 1589

2002-2003

New Items
11 Boxes, 26.4 CSE

(Child Protective Services File)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1980-2000

T 1829

2000-2001

New Items
8 Boxes, 19.2 CSE

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION MARYLAND TRANSPORTATION
AUTHORITY
(General Fund File)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1987-2005

T 2518

1992-2005

New Items
12 Boxes, 18.8 CSE

(Capital Fund File)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1978-1993

T 2519

1994-2005

New Items
70 Boxes, 168 CSE

DISTRICT COURT 12 AL
(Civil Docket)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1874-1997

T 1089

1965-1971

New Items
3 Volumes, 3.99 CSE

DISTRICT COURT 6 MO
(Civil Docket)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1915-1999

T 1335

1963-1972

New Items
25 Volumes, 33.25 CSE

(Civil Docket, Index)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1963-2000

T 3444

1863-1986

New Items
42 Volumes, 55.86 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on November 5, 2007
DISTRICT COURT 8 BA
(Civil Docket)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1971-1999

T 1442

1990

New Items
23 Boxes, 55.2 CSE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY HOUSE OF DELEGATES
(Bill and Resolution File)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1935-2005

T 290

2007

New Items
14 Boxes, 33.6 CSE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY SENATE
(Journal and Roll Calls)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

1984-2005,
2007

T 294

2007

Dates

Series No

Date Added

2007

T 4132

2007

T 4132

2006-2007

4 Boxes, 9.6 CSE

2007

T 4132

2007

12 Boxes, 28.8 CSE

3 Boxes, 7.2 CSE

GOVERNOR
(General File)
New Items
Volumes, 64 Boxes, 153.6 CSE

GOVERNOR PRESS OFFICE
(Photographs, Electronic)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

2007-

T 3908

2007

New Items
2 Electronic Data, 0.06 CSE

MARYLAND INSURANCE ADMINISTRATION
(Insurance Policy Forms)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1957-2001

T 347

1996-2001

MARYLAND STATE ARCHIVES

New Items
25 Boxes, 60 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on November 5, 2007
(Subdivision Plats, AL)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2007

T 1896

2007

9 Maps/Plats, 0.45 CSE

2007

T 1896

2007

9 Maps/Plats, 0.45 CSE

2007

T 1896

2008

6 Maps/Plats, 0.3 CSE

2007

T 1896

2008

14 Maps/Plats, 0.7 CSE

(Subdivision Plats, AA)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2006-2007

T 1897

2006-2007

T 1897

2007

28 Maps/Plats, 1.4 CSE

2006-2007

T 1897

2007

53 Maps/Plats, 2.65 CSE

2006-2007

T 1897

2008

53 Maps/Plats, 2.65 CSE

287 Maps/Plats, 14.35 CSE

(Subdivision Plats, BC)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2006-2007

T 1898

2006-2007

T 1898

2007

67 Maps/Plats, 3.35 CSE

2006-2007

T 1898

2008

49 Maps/Plats, 2.45 CSE

92 Maps/Plats, 4.6 CSE

(Subdivision Plats, BA)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2006-2007

T 1899

2007

14 Maps/Plats, 0.7 CSE

2006-2007

T 1899

2007

14 Maps/Plats, 0.7 CSE

2006-2007

T 1899

2008

6 Maps/Plats, 0.3 CSE

2006-2007

T 1899

2008

19 Maps/Plats, 0.95 CSE

(Subdivision Plats, CV)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2006-2007

T 1900

2007

12 Maps/Plats, 0.6 CSE

2006-2007

T 1900

2007

14 Maps/Plats, 0.7 CSE

2006-2007

T 1900

2008

8 Maps/Plats, 0.4 CSE

2006-2007

T 1900

2008

25 Maps/Plats, 1.25 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on November 5, 2007
(Subdivision Plats, CA)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2006-2007

T 1901

2007

8 Maps/Plats, 0.4 CSE

2006-2007

T 1901

2007

12 Maps/Plats, 0.6 CSE

2006-2007

T 1901

2008

12 Maps/Plats, 0.6 CSE

(Subdivision Plats, CR)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2006-2007

T 1902

2007

19 Maps/Plats, 0.95 CSE

2006-2007

T 1902

2007

22 Maps/Plats, 1.1 CSE

2006-2007

T 1902

2008

6 Maps/Plats, 0.3 CSE

2006-2007

T 1902

2008

9 Maps/Plats, 0.45 CSE

(Subdivision Plats, CE)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2006-2007

T 1903

2007

24 Maps/Plats, 1.2 CSE

2006-2007

T 1903

2008

11 Maps/Plats, 0.55 CSE

2006-2007

T 1903

2008

34 Maps/Plats, 1.7 CSE

(Subdivision Plats, CH)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

2006

T 1904

2007

New Items
205 Maps/Plats, 10.25 CSE

(Subdivision Plats, DO)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2006-2007

T 1905

2007

15 Maps/Plats, 0.75 CSE

2006-2007

T 1905

2007

18 Maps/Plats, 0.9 CSE

2006-2007

T 1905

2008

30 Maps/Plats, 1.5 CSE

2006-2007

T 1905

2008

47 Maps/Plats, 2.35 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on November 5, 2007
(Subdivision Plats, FR)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2006-2007

T 1906

2007

43 Maps/Plats, 2.15 CSE

2006-2007

T 1906

2007

127 Maps/Plats, 6.35 CSE

2006-2007

T 1906

2008

71 Maps/Plats, 3.55 CSE

2006-2007

T 1906

2008

76 Maps/Plats, 3.8 CSE

(Subdivision Plats, GA)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2006-2007

T 1907

2007

14 Maps/Plats, 0.7 CSE

2006-2007

T 1907

2007

19 Maps/Plats, 0.95 CSE

2006-2007

T 1907

2008

8 Maps/Plats, 0.4 CSE

2006-2007

T 1907

2008

11 Maps/Plats, 0.55 CSE

(Subdivision Plats, HA)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2006-2007

T 1908

2007

23 Maps/Plats, 1.15 CSE

2006-2007

T 1908

2007

52 Maps/Plats, 2.6 CSE

2006-2007

T 1908

2008

25 Maps/Plats, 1.25 CSE

2006-2007

T 1908

2008

38 Maps/Plats, 1.9 CSE

(Subdivision Plats, MO)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2006-2007

T 1911

2007

35 Maps/Plats, 1.75 CSE

2006-2007

T 1911

2007

76 Maps/Plats, 3.8 CSE

2006-2007

T 1911

2008

22 Maps/Plats, 1.1 CSE

2006-2007

T 1911

2008

35 Maps/Plats, 1.75 CSE

(Subdivision Plats, PG)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2006

T 1912

2007

102 Maps/Plats, 5.1 CSE

2006

T 1912

2007

116 Maps/Plats, 5.8 CSE

2006

T 1912

2008

62 Maps/Plats, 3.1 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on November 5, 2007
(Subdivision Plats, QA)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2006-2007

T 1913

2007

25 Maps/Plats, 1.25 CSE

2006-2007

T 1913

2007

30 Maps/Plats, 1.5 CSE

2006-2007

T 1913

2008

36 Maps/Plats, 1.8 CSE

2006-2007

T 1913

2008

44 Maps/Plats, 2.2 CSE

(Subdivision Plats, SM)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2006-2007

T 1914

2007

4 Maps/Plats, 0.2 CSE

2006-2007

T 1914

2007

28 Maps/Plats, 1.4 CSE

2006-2007

T 1914

2008

31 Maps/Plats, 1.55 CSE

2006-2007

T 1914

2008

54 Maps/Plats, 2.7 CSE

(Subdivision Plats, SO)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2006-2007

T 1915

2007

0.05 CSE

2006-2007

T 1915

2007

16 Maps/Plats, 0.8 CSE

2006-2007

T 1915

2008

7 Maps/Plats, 0.35 CSE

2006-2007

T 1915

2008

18 Maps/Plats, 0.9 CSE

(Subdivision Plats, TA)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2006-2007

T 1916

2007

22 Maps/Plats, 1.1 CSE

2006-2007

T 1916

2007

30 Maps/Plats, 1.5 CSE

2006-2007

T 1916

2008

14 Maps/Plats, 0.7 CSE

2006-2007

T 1916

2008

24 Maps/Plats, 1.2 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on November 5, 2007
(Subdivision Plats, WA)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2006-2007

T 1917

2007

25 Maps/Plats, 1.25 CSE

2006-2007

T 1917

2007

40 Maps/Plats, 2 CSE

2006-2007

T 1917

2008

43 Maps/Plats, 2.15 CSE

2006-2007

T 1917

2008

154 Maps/Plats, 7.7 CSE

(Subdivision Plats, WI)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2006-2007

T 1918

2007

29 Maps/Plats, 1.45 CSE

2006-2007

T 1918

2007

154 Maps/Plats, 7.7 CSE

2006-2007

T 1918

2008

20 Maps/Plats

2006-2007

T 1918

2008

25 Maps/Plats, 1.25 CSE

(Subdivision Plats, WO)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2005-2007

T 1919

2007

95 Maps/Plats, 4.75 CSE

2005-2007

T 1919

2007

197 Maps/Plats, 9.85 CSE

2005-2007

T 1919

2008

62 Maps/Plats, 3.1 CSE

2005-2007

T 1919

2008

64 Maps/Plats, 3.2 CSE

(Land Records, Microfilm Duplicates)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

T 4154

New Items
92 Boxes, 220.8 CSE

STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS WA SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS
(Voter Registration Record)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1890-2002

T 283

2000-2002

New Items
7 Boxes, 16.8 CSE

HAMPSTEAD TOWN COUNCIL
(Annexations)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

2007-

T 4124

2007

New Items
0.05 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on November 5, 2007
ALLEGANY COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
(Mortgage Records)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2007

TM 129

2007

No Items

2007

TM 129

2007

No Items

2008

TM 129

2008

No Items

2008

TM 129

2008

No Items

ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
(Mechanics Lien Record)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1857-1965,
1975-1976

T 1126

1975-1976

New Items
1 Volumes, 1.33 CSE

(Federal Tax Lien Record)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1934-2007

T 1128

2001-2007

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1891-2002

T 1130

1999-2002

New Items
16 Volumes, 21.28 CSE

(Trustee Bonds)
New Items
6 Volumes, 7.98 CSE

(Judgment Record)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1861-1877,
2001-2007

T 1150

2001-2007

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1913-1986

T 1319

1986-1991

New Items
145 Volumes, 192.85 CSE

(Divorce Papers)
New Items
322 Boxes, 772.8 CSE

(Financing Record, Debtor Index)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1964-2007

T 1412

1968-2007

New Items
28 Volumes, 37.24 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on November 5, 2007
(Adoption Papers)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1922-2006

T 2326

1989-2006

New Items
50 Boxes, 120 CSE

(District Court Liens)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1973-2007

T 2575

2001-2007

New Items
37 Volumes, 49.21 CSE

(Charter Record, Index)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1960-1993

T 2862

1991-1993

New Items
1 Volumes, 1.33 CSE

(Land Records, Original)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1990-2005

T 3857

1988-1998

New Items
2.4 CSE

(Notice of Sale Requests, Index)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1990-2007

T 4134

1990-2007

New Items
5 Volumes, 6.65 CSE

(Financing Statements, Microfilm)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1968-1992

T 4135

1968-1992

New Items
2 Boxes, 4.8 CSE

(Partnership Record, Index)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1990-1993

T 4136

1990-1993

New Items
1 Volumes, 1.33 CSE

(Land Records, Microfilm)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1855-2000

T 4147

1855-2000

New Items
47 Boxes, 112.8 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on November 5, 2007
(Land Records)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

1853-1990

TM 132

1843-18532007

No Items

1853-1990

TM 132

1843-18532007

No Items

1853-1990

TM 132

1843-18532007

No Items

1853-1990

TM 132

1843-1853,
2008

No Items

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on November 5, 2007
BALTIMORE CITY CIRCUIT COURT
(Adoption Papers)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1947-1997

T 1421

1982-1997

New Items
70 Boxes, 168 CSE

(Paternity Papers)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1950-1998

T 3351

1987-1993

New Items
458 Boxes, 1099.2 CSE

(Criminal Papers)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1983-1997

T 3372

1998

New Items
509 Boxes, 1221.6 CSE

(Criminal Transcripts)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1983-1997

T 3657

1998

New Items
38 Boxes, 91.2 CSE

(Criminal Docket)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1995-1996

T 3900

1997-1998

New Items
40 Boxes, 96 CSE

(Adoption and Termination of Parental Rights
File)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2003-2007

T 4145

2003-2007

Series No

Date Added

TM 166

2007

No Items

TM 166

2007

No Items

TM 166

2008

No Items

TM 166

2008

No Items

61 Boxes, 146.4 CSE

(Land Records)
Dates

New Items

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on November 5, 2007
BALTIMORE CITY JUVENILE COURT
(Juvenile Papers)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1943-1983

T 462

1985

New Items
207 Boxes, 496.8 CSE

BALTIMORE COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
(Criminal Papers)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

1969-1995

T 1769

1992-1995

Series No

Date Added

TM 148

2007

No Items

TM 148

2007

No Items

TM 148

2008

No Items

TM 148

2008

No Items

594 Boxes, 1425.6 CSE

(Land Records)
Dates

New Items

BALTIMORE COUNTY REGISTER OF WILLS
(Estate Papers)
Dates

Series No

1908-1996

T 679

Date Added

New Items
95 Boxes, 228 CSE

CALVERT COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
(Land Records)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

TM 188

2007

No Items

TM 188

2007

No Items

TM 188

2007

No Items

TM 188

2008

No Items

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on November 5, 2007
CAROLINE COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
(Mortgage Record)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

1896-1926

T 4092

1928-1993

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1774-1961

T 4164

1774-1961

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1786-2004

T 4165

1786-2004

554 Volumes, 736.82 CSE

2007

TM 399

2007

No Items

2007

TM 399

2007

No Items

2008

TM 399

2008

No Items

2008

TM 399

2008

No Items

190 Volumes, 252.7 CSE

(Equity Papers)
New Items
104 Boxes, 249.6 CSE

(Land Records)
New Items

(Land Records, Copies)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1786-1926

T 4167

1786-1926

New Items
45 Volumes, 59.85 CSE

(Mortgage Record, Copies)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1774-1928

T 4168

1774-1928

New Items
13 Volumes, 17.29 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on November 5, 2007
CARROLL COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
(Plat Book)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1774-1967

T 2450

1774-1954

New Items
240 Maps/Plats, 12 CSE

(Bond and Parke Papers)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

T 4069

1852-1940

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1838-1853

TM 201

2007

No Items

1838-1853

TM 201

2007

No Items

1838-1853

TM 201

2008

No Items

1838-1853

TM 201

2008

No Items

64 Boxes, 153.6 CSE

(Land Records)
New Items

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on November 5, 2007
CECIL COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
(State Road Plats, Aperture Cards)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

T 3484

New Items
6.792 CSE

(Adoption Papers)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1947-2000

T 3558

2001-2006

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1852-1876,
1951-1970

T 3758

1981/1983

New Items
4 Boxes, 9.6 CSE

(Equity Papers)
New Items
43 Boxes, 103.2 CSE

(Miscellaneous Liens)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

1979-2006

T 4156

1979-2006

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1796-1849,
1993-1994

TM 210

2007

No Items

1796-1849,
1993-1994

TM 210

2007

No Items

1796-1849,
1993-1994

TM 210

2007

No Items

1796-1849,
1993-1994

TM 210

2008

No Items

20 Volumes, 3 Boxes, 33.8 CSE

(Land Records)
New Items

CHARLES COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
(Land Records)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

TM 225

2007

No Items

TM 225

2007

No Items

TM 225

2008

No Items

TM 225

2008

No Items

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on November 5, 2007
DORCHESTER COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
(Land Records)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

TM 229

2007

No Items

TM 229

2007

No Items

TM 229

2008

No Items

TM 229

2008

No Items

FREDERICK COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
(Land Records)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

TM 243

2007

No Items

TM 243

2007

No Items

TM 243

2008

No Items

TM 243

2008

No Items

GARRETT COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
(Land Records)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

TM 250

2007

No Items

TM 250

2007

No Items

TM 250

2008

No Items

TM 250

2008

No Items

HARFORD COUNTY (CIRCUIT COURT)
(Business Licenses, Index)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1999-2004

T 4133

1999-2004

New Items
13 Volumes, 17.29 CSE

HARFORD COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
(Criminal Appeals)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1961-1987

T 2248

1992

New Items
2.4 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on November 5, 2007
(Plat Book, Negatives)
Dates

Series No

1952-1955

T 2565

Date Added

New Items
123 Maps/Plats, 6.15 CSE

(Land Records)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

1993,19951996

T 3224

1993

256 Volumes, 340.48 CSE

TM 258

2007

No Items

TM 258

2007

No Items

TM 258

2008

No Items

TM 258

2008

No Items

(Criminal Papers)
Dates

Series No

1960-2003

T 3734

1960-2003

T 3734

Date Added

New Items
2.4 CSE

1992

46 Boxes, 110.4 CSE

(Miscellaneous Records, Electronic)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

T 3987

New Items
2 Electronic Data, 0.06 CSE

2007-2008

T 3987

2007-2008

8 Electronic Data

2007-2008

T 3987

2008

5 Electronic Data, 0.15 CSE

(Liens, Electronic)
Dates

Series No

1958-2007

T 3988

1958-2007

T 3988

Date Added

New Items
4 Electronic Data, 0.12 CSE

2007

4 Electronic Data, 0.12 CSE

(Election Papers)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1789, 19081928, 19301962

T 4109

1789, 19081928, 19301931

New Items
2.4 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on November 5, 2007
(Land Records, Original)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1853-1929

T 4127

1882,1884,189
5,1901,1919,1
925

New Items
2.4 CSE

(Naturalization Papers)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1904-1938

T 4137

1904-1938

New Items
2.4 CSE

(Bastardy Papers)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1896-1909

T 4138

1896-1909

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1852-1979

T 4140

1852-1979

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1777, 18031978

T 4141

1777, 18031978

New Items
2.4 CSE

(Minutes)
New Items
16 Volumes, 21.28 CSE

(Test Book)
New Items
6 Volumes, 7.98 CSE

(Grand Jury Witness Docket)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1839-1846,
1978-1982

T 4142

1839-1846,
1978-1982

New Items
2 Volumes, 2.66 CSE

(Marriage Returns)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1974-2005

T 4143

1974-2005

New Items
22 Boxes, 52.8 CSE

(Marriage Applications)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1999-2005

T 4144

1999-2005

New Items
13 Boxes, 31.2 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on November 5, 2007
(Agency Record)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1939

T 4159

1939

New Items
2.4 CSE

(Marriage License Corrections)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1942-1997

T 4160

1942-1997

New Items
2.4 CSE

(Mortgages and Releases)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1963-1972

T 4161

1963-1972

New Items
16 Boxes, 38.4 CSE

(Notary Public Directory)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1961-1989

T 4162

1961-1989

New Items
1 Volumes, 1.33 CSE

(Physicians Certificates, Consents and
Waivers)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1985-1999

T 4163

1985-1999

New Items
2 Boxes, 4.8 CSE

(Marriage License Record)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1791-1888

T 4166

1791-1888

New Items
1 Volumes, 1.33 CSE

HARFORD COUNTY REGISTER OF WILLS
(Estate Papers)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1774-1996

T 2757

1995-2000

New Items
90 Boxes, 216 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on November 5, 2007
HOWARD COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
(Plat Book)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2004-2007

T 2466

2007

67 Maps/Plats, 3.35 CSE

2004-2007

T 2466

2007

83 Maps/Plats, 4.15 CSE

2004-2007

T 2466

2008

29 Maps/Plats, 1.45 CSE

2004-2007

T 2466

2008

81 Maps/Plats, 4.05 CSE

Series No

Date Added

TM 275

2007

No Items

TM 275

2007

No Items

TM 275

2008

No Items

TM 275

2008

No Items

(Land Records)
Dates

New Items

KENT COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
(Plat Book)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2005-2007

T 2186

2007

5 Maps/Plats, 0.25 CSE

2005-2007

T 2186

2007

11 Maps/Plats, 0.55 CSE

2005-2007

T 2186

2008

10 Maps/Plats, 0.5 CSE

2005-2007

T 2186

2008

15 Maps/Plats, 0.75 CSE

Series No

Date Added

TM 285

2007

No Items

TM 285

2008

No Items

TM 285

2008

No Items

(Land Records)
Dates

New Items

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on November 5, 2007
MONTGOMERY COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
(Land Records, Copies)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

1987-1998

T 4149

1987-1998

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1776-1994

T 4157

1776-1993

Series No

Date Added

TM 293

2007

No Items

TM 293

2007

No Items

TM 293

2008

No Items

TM 293

2008

No Items

1 Volumes, 1.33 CSE

(Plat Index)
New Items
2 Volumes, 2.66 CSE

(Land Records)
Dates

New Items

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
(Land Records)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

TM 316

2007

No Items

TM 316

2007

No Items

TM 316

2008

No Items

TM 316

2008

No Items

QUEEN ANNE'S COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
(Land Records)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

1993-1994

TM 328

2007

No Items

1993-1994

TM 328

2008

No Items

1993-1994

TM 328

2008

No Items

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on November 5, 2007
SOMERSET COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
(Land Records)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

TM 415

2007

No Items

TM 415

2007

No Items

TM 415

2008

No Items

ST. MARY'S COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
(Court Reporter Notes)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

T 4158

1992-1999

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1993

TM 338

2007

No Items

1993

TM 338

2007

No Items

1993

TM 338

2008

No Items

1993

TM 338

2008

No Items

107 Boxes, 256.8 CSE

(Land Records)
New Items

TALBOT COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
(Land Records)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

TM 356

2007

No Items

TM 356

2007

No Items

TM 356

2008

No Items

TM 356

2008

No Items

WASHINGTON COUNTY (CIRCUIT COURT)
(Judgment Record)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1819-1849

T 4169

1817-1847

New Items
2 Volumes, 2.66 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on November 5, 2007
WASHINGTON COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
(Land Records)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

TM 366

2007

No Items

TM 366

2007

No Items

TM 366

2008

No Items

TM 366

2008

No Items

WICOMICO COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
(Land Records)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

TM

11

2008

No Items

TM

11

2007

No Items

TM

11

2007

No Items

TM

11

2008

No Items

WORCESTER COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
(Civil Papers, Equity and Law)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

1984

T 4170

1984

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1742-1857,
1972-1987

TM 380

2007

No Items

1742-1857,
1972-1987

TM 380

2007

No Items

1742-1857,
1972-1987

TM 380

2008

No Items

1742-1857,
1972-1987

TM 380

2008

No Items

7 Boxes, 16.8 CSE

(Land Records)

Total CSE (clam shell equivalents) added:

New Items

10,362.53

Total number of volumes added:

1,432.00

Total number of boxes added:

3,438.00

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on November 5, 2007
Total number of maps/plats added:
Total number of CDs added:

4,163.00
69.00

Testimony before the Education, Health and Environmental Affairs Committee
Maryland State Senate
by Dr. Edward C. Papenfuse, Jr.,
State Archivist & Commissioner of Land Patents
January 31, 2008
In support of Senate Bill 147: State Archives – Records and Other Services – Fees
During the most recent audit of the State Archives, the Legislative Auditor called into question
the general fee-setting authority of the Archives. A letter of advice from the Assistant Attorney
General to the Office of Legislative Audits supported the Archives’ contention that the Archives
has authority under several provisions of the law to charge fees. Nevertheless, on advice of
counsel, the Archives agreed to seek legislative clarification that definitively would establish this
authority.
Senate Bill 147 is a Departmental bill which clarifies the existing authority of the State Archivist
to charge fees for publications, certain services rendered by the Archives, and the care and
preservation of permanent records. The bill would require that a specified percentage of funds
received into the State Archives Fund be set aside in the Archives Endowment Account. Interest
from that account would fund educational and outreach programs of the Archives.
In addition, Senate Bill147 allows agencies of State and local government, to allocate, if they
wish, a small percentage of an existing fee, or pay the Archives a flat rate to fund the care and
preservation of permanent paper or electronic record material that they, by law and schedule,
transfer to the State Archives. For example, the Circuit Court Real Property Records
Improvement Fund has been used to pay for mdlandrec.net – Maryland’s retrieval system for
land records -- through a flat fee subscription paid by the Judiciary.
In 1979, the General Assembly authorized the Hall of Records Commission to establish the
Consolidated Publications Account, a special fund for revenues derived from publications and
services of the Commission. A 1981 statute authorized the Hall of Records to accept from the
Maryland Historical Society the inventory of the Archives of Maryland series, and funds relating
to it (Chapter 119, Acts of 1981). By the same law, the Archives Fund was authorized to receive
money from the sale of the Archives of Maryland series.
In 1984, the State Archives was created as an independent State agency within the Office of the
Governor. The State Archivist became responsible for managing the Hall of Records building
and other real and personal property that the Archives acquires, adopting regulations to govern
the Archives, and preserving and publishing public documents and historical materials. The
Archivist thus assumed many of the responsibilities of the Hall of Records Commission, which
became an advisory body (Chapter 286, Acts of 1984). Both the Consolidated Publications
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Account and the Archives Fund transferred to the new agency, and the Archives Fund was
renamed the State Archives Fund.
In 1993, the Legislature authorized the State Archives Fund to receive funds from grants and
private donations, as well as State budget appropriations, and sales and proceeds of the Archives
of Maryland series (Chapter 81, Acts of 1993). Originally, the Archives of Maryland consisted
of a series of volumes printed on paper. In recent years, the State Archives has published
archival materials in other forms as well, including microfilm and compact disks, and on the
Internet. Income from their sale has been deposited in the State Archives Fund as income from
the Archives of Maryland series. The 1993 legislation also created the Archives Endowment
Account within the State Archives Fund. The law noted: “The Commission may utilize the
proceeds of public grants and private contributions to create an Archives Endowment. . .”
Today, nearly 80% of the Archives budget is derived from Special Funds, most of which are
deposited into the State Archives Fund. Senate Bill 147 will not affect the Archives' General
Fund budget and is not expected to immediately or appreciably affect the Special Fund budget.
It will simply make more explicit the existing fee setting authority of the State Archives.
I would be happy to answer any questions you may have.

Testimony before the Budget and Taxation Committee
Maryland State Senate
by Dr. Edward C. Papenfuse, Jr.,
State Archivist and Commissioner of Land Patents
February 13, 2008
In Support of Senate Bill 340
Task Force on Reducing State Budget Expenditures for Record Management and Retention

Mr. Chairman, Members of the Committee, good afternoon.
My name is Ed Papenfuse, State Archivist and Commissioner of Land Patents. With me are my
Deputy, Tim Baker, and our Legislative Liaison, Elizabeth Newell. I am appearing today in support of
SB 340, a bill to establish a Task Force on Reducing State Budget Expenditures for Record
Management and Retention.
Records management is a core and fundamental function of government. Like sound fiscal
management, records management ensures that tax payer dollars are most effectively spent. Failure in
these core areas not only wastes tax dollars, but also erodes the confidence of the public in its
government and, indeed, potentially undermines democracy itself.
The purpose of this task force is to review the current records management practices of Maryland State
Government and to make recommendations on how to improve the efficiencies of those practices while
reducing overall the costs of creating, accessing, and preserving information vital to the delivery of
government services.
Good records management provides a route to ensuring that the government of Maryland adheres to its
legal, professional and ethical responsibilities. It improves efficiency by cutting down retrieval time
and maintaining control over what is held, how and why. The cost of Government is significantly
reduced because resources are not wasted on retaining unnecessary records. It also ensures information
and records are not duplicated needlessly, which not only provides cost savings, but also maintains
version control and accuracy. Finally, good records management ensures that historically significant
records are preserved permanently for research and reflection.
If you can’t control and manage the information vital to the decision making processes of government,
if vital electronic data disappears for whatever reason, and paper clutters the offices, hallways and
basements of government offices, it not only wastes the public’s money, it significantly reduces the
effectiveness of government and erodes public trust. As the philosopher George Santayana writes:
Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.
Almost every activity of government is accomplished or documented through some form of record.
Information, instructions, directives, and other communications routinely are circulated through
government agencies. In the past, such information was circulated in paper form. Now, electronic
communications are more commonly used, such as email or voicemail, a world that is increasingly

fragile and easily disrupted as the most recent Blackberry outage demonstrated only too well.
Regardless of how records are created or circulated, they multiply in such quantities that government
becomes buried in them unless proper controls are established to manage their distribution and limit
the amount of record material kept. These controls should be embodied in an agency’s records
management program through simple and uniform rules of retention and disposal implemented on a
daily basis.
An effective records management program provides guidelines and procedures for efficient and
economical control of records and information created, received, used, and kept by agencies of State,
county and municipal government. The program manages paper (or other records media) through its
life cycle - from its creation to its transfer to the State Archives for permanent retention or its final
disposition (destruction by recycling, burning, shredding, etc.).
In Maryland, the responsibility for setting the standards to develop record retention schedules and to
determine the quality and character of the records by statute is shared between the Records
Management Division of the Department of General Services and the Maryland State Archives.
Working with the Department of General Services and the Archives, it is the responsibility of state
agencies to initiate retention and disposal schedules. We know from the schedules on file with DGS
and the Archives that whole divisions of State government do not have any retention policies at all, and
many agencies that do, have not revised or revisited them in years.
Informed decisions about records disposition cannot be made based on outdated schedules. In fact, it
is illegal to destroy or alienate a public record without the authority of an approved schedule. It is
probable that vital public records not covered by schedule are in danger of being destroyed or retained
in expensive office space. In addition, recent court rule changes and legal decisions have drawn
attention to the importance of effective records management in limiting government liability and
exposure in matters of court ordered discovery.
Complicating this even further is the fact that many agencies do not treat information in electronic
format as a public record at all. The electronic record is the public record of the 21st Century. Many
agencies have not grasped the concept of proper life cycle management of databases, email, electronic
document imaging and other forms of data too numerous to describe. The White House, as recently as
this week, is under Federal District Court order to disclose whether or not it has preserved the emails it
is required by the Presidential Records Act to maintain permanently. By turning their email system
over to a private third party company responsible for the daily audits of the email system, and the email archiving process, not only may federal statutes been violated, but also information critical to the
decision making process of government may have been lost altogether. Apart from the Freedom of
Information issues which the court must decide, the possible lack of accountability for what to save
and how to save it, is a disturbing trend at every level of government fueled by the sheer volume of
information it has to cope with on a day to day basis and the lack of safe guards for retention and
disposal built into electronic delivery systems.
This task force provides a much needed opportunity to review the record keeping practices of
Maryland State Government.

Several aspects of law that deal with records management need to be brought into the 21st Century. A
committee composed of DGS, State Archives, the Office of the Attorney General and the Office of
Information Technology (DBM) has been developing guidance on records management procedures. In
addition to drafting guidance, this working group has begun to explore the most efficient and effective
ways to utilize technology to enhance a records management program. This group’s efforts will neatly
dovetail into the work of the task force, and help guide its findings.
The task force established by this legislation will help us address the issue of poor records management
on the part of State agencies and will result in greater efficiencies and cost savings by:







ensuring that permanent records are safeguarded and preserved in the most cost effective and
space efficient manner;
raising agency awareness of how an effective records management program increases the
efficiency of their operation;
ensuring agency compliance with DGS and MSA promulgated guidelines and standards;
reducing the quantity and retention period required for agencies to keep record material in
costly office space;
exploring the possibilities for public / private partnerships and / or more effective consolidation
of agency record material in record center facilities and consolidated server rooms; and
providing adequate security and authentication for the public record.

The Archives has worked closely with the Judiciary over the last few years developing mdlandrec.net,
a model program to make accessible and manage permanent electronic records. mdlandrec.net not
only safeguards permanent land records at over 20% below original estimates of implementation, but
also provides a cost effective model for the on-going care and retrieval of vital government
information in electronic form.
Government has tended to manage records by waiting until a critical mass accumulates and scrambling
for expedient solutions, leading to uninformed and misguided, if well intentioned, actions costing far
more than thoughtful management of the records from the outset would have cost. If we do our job
well and look prospectively at the State’s records management needs now, we can be more successful
in carrying out our legal mandates as well as preserving our collective memory.
I urge the Committee to give Senate Bill 340 a favorable report. I will be happy to answer any
questions.
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On the Proposed Budget
Maryland State Archives, Fiscal Year 2009

Mr. Chairman, Members of the Subcommittee:
My name is Ed Papenfuse, State Archivist and Commissioner of Land Patents. With me today is my Deputy,

Tim Baker; and Nassir Rezvan, the Director of Administration for the State Archives. We appreciate the
thorough analysis of our budget by Chantelle Green and have no issues with her assessment of our budget.
However, we hope that you will agree with our contention that the funding for Architect of the Capitol
position should remain and not be cut one quarter. We need to begin recruiting as soon as the budget is
approved and have a qualified candidate in place this summer to assist in the oversight of the planned
renovations of the State House during the months of closure.
For your reference and further reading, our annual report is provided on our website in the form of the
minutes and agenda of the Hall of Records Commission, which we publish electronically following each
meeting, at www.mdarchives.state.md.us/msa/intromsa/hrc/html/hrc.html.
The State Archives is, and ought to be, the informed and accurate record of Maryland Government, as well as
a maintained resource for the study of our rich and diverse past. “It is the ultimate repository of the peoples’
record” to quote a dedicated court clerk and friend of the Archives. Through the records we preserve and the
web-based publications we provide, the State Archives is an authoritative resource where anyone can find
reliable information about Maryland's nearly 375 years of chartered existence.
For over thirty years I have come before you to present the Archives’ budget request and to talk about what
we would do if given the opportunity and the necessary budget resources. Over those years it has been made
clear to me that those resources would not come from the general fund
and that if we were to preserve,
conserve, and make accessible our rich archival heritage, we would have to be entrepreneurial and market
archival publications to garner special fund revenue from the private and public sectors.
Over the past several years we have been remarkably successful. For example, we conceived of a web-based
publication for the preservation and care of all subdivision and condominium plats which, at the urging of the
Judiciary, we expanded to encompass all land records in Maryland past and present, going back to the
founding of the colony. In doing so we actually reduced the cost of automating land record filings and
storage considerably and supported much of the whole of our archival program, including providing over
$300,000 a year in annual 'rent' to the Department of General Services for maintenance on the Archives
building, and allocating 7% of all special fund revenue to a publicly accountable Archives Endowment fund,
the interest from which is statutorily intended for research, writing and program development of the
Archives. Http://mdlandrec.net now serves over 60,000 individuals and about 10,000 users a day, all paid for
in advance with fees paid for recording land transactions.
The legislative auditor has implied that the Archives' approach to supporting the archival program
through publications designed to deliver records on line, and the investment of those fees in both the current
and future needs of preserving and making public information accessible, has not been sanctioned by our
budget committees, and that we were not authorized to require a surcharge of 7% on all publications for our
state managed endowment fund. I believe, however, that I have been frank and open with both our
subscribers, our budget committees, and the Department of Budget and Management in that regard. Each
year I have outlined our efforts to finance what is currently 80% of the archival program with special fund
income. Our counsel has advised us that what we are doing to fund the Archives through publication revenue
and endowment investment is proper, and within the scope of existing law, but for the sake of clarity and to
remove any doubt, this year we have introduced departmental legislation that further explains the fee setting
authority that constitutes the basis of a viable, nationally recognized, archival program for Maryland, that has
been run without
any
increase in general fund appropriations for the past several years.
I would hope that this year our budget committees would make explicit on the record that you approve the
management policies of the Archives and endorse the creative, dedicated ways in which we have met the
demands of caring for our immense and rich archival heritage without total reliance upon general fund
revenue.
Permit me to recap what we have accomplished to date with our on line archival publications initiative:

• We have been successful with our entrepreneurial endeavors to the point where 80% of our operation
is funded with Special Fund money derived from our publications and fees.We have set aside seven
percent of all the fees we charge for the Archives Endowment and hope to continue this practice well
into the future. The interest that the endowment earns has already begun to bear fruit. Just this past
week, we began distributing A Guide to the History of Slavery in Maryland. This useful resource is
the result of a cooperative endeavor between the Archives and the University of Maryland College
Park and the renowned historian Ira Berlin. It was paid for out of interest earned on the endowment. I
have brought additional copies for the Committee this afternoon.
• With the successful implementation of the ELROI and mdlandrec.net partnership, Maryland became
the first state in the nation to provide comprehensive, cost-effective, and efficient access to all
existing land records and land record indices. As of December 31, 2007, mdlandrec.net encompassed
166,146,799 images of land records and land record indices from Maryland’s 24 jurisdictions. This
represents more than 217,000 land record volumes and more than 15,000 index books, all available
from a single source. We did this below projected budget requirements and invested all proceeds in
the strengthening of the archival program, particularly the development of what we believe will prove
to be among the first truly permanent electronic archives in the Nation.
In addition to mdlandrec.net, we have been busy otherwise in caring for our Archival heritage.
• We helped the public and the Department of Assessments and Taxation deal with issues related to
ground rent legislation by providing linkages from real property databases to land records.
• We established a model disaster recovery site. Working in cooperation with the University of
Maryland, Baltimore County, we implemented a plan to replicate all of the Archives permanent
electronic record material to storage arrays on campus, proving the principle of a live duplicate
remote site for the electronic archives, the first State to do so.
• We conserved some of the State’s most valuable artistic treasures, including a long neglected mirror
original to Government House, which has been restored with private funds and brought back to public
display. We have also continued to display and make available our holdings as images for
publications such as our wonderful portrait of George Washington by Charles Willson Peale, now in
a public room in Government House, and which also appeared as the cover of a well received study of
our first Commander In Chief that lauds his skills as a master politician in a time of crisis:

.•
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•

We developed an Exhibits Master Plan to improve the visitor experience to Maryland’s most
historically significant government building – The State House in Annapolis.
We presented an Historic Furnishings Plan to recreate the Old House of Delegates Chamber as it
existed in 1876. When complete, the Old House Chamber will be an elegant meeting space as well as
a showpiece highlighting a very important, and presently missing, time period in our State’s history.
We began to address some of the problems with agency compliance with records management
requirements in the State by working with the Department of General Services and representatives
from the Office of the Attorney General to produce online guidance off the Archives web site for
agencies, and provide a means for agencies to review and update operative schedules for the retention

and disposal of public records. We look forward to the passage of Senator Peters' call for a task force
on Records Management. There are considerable savings to be made in the costs of government
through better records management and efficient use of technological advances in electronic record
keeping, but it will take high level cooperation and recommendations emanating from such a task
force to make it happen.
• We served over 7,000 walk-in customers in our Annapolis search room. More impressive was our
service to the public through our internet publications. Last year, in response to website inquiries
received by the Archives, we transferred over 47 terabytes of information over the Internet and on
individual cds
• We managed over ten billion database records, and,
• With limited resources we have monitored the illegal sale of public records on Ebay, recovering
considerable quantities of historical court records that have gone missing from such counties as
Allegany, Baltimore, and Frederick. We even had a patron spy a Charles County estate record for
sale on line which she purchased and sent to us as an unsolicited gift. The threat of thieves is real and
our staff is dedicated to preventing fraud. I believe that our insistance on online inventory control and
careful monitoring of our holdings has gone a long ways toward deterring criminals such as those
who have cut maps from books at Yale, Johns Hopkins, and numerous other institutions in recent
years. Indeed attached to my testimony today is a facsimile of Maryland's rare copy of the
Proclamation of Peace published in Annapolis following ratification by Congress of the Treaty of
Paris, January 14, 1784, in our historic State House. Only thirteen copies are known to have been
embossed with the Great Seal of the United States and signed by the President of Congress, one for
each of the thirteen original states. We still have ours, but several states do not. Just last December,
Sotheby's sold a copy for $300,000. For years our copy hung on the walls of the State House where it
suffered from sunlight and neglect, but fortunately was not stolen. In the 1960s it was taken down and
entrusted to our care where it has been safe, secure, and accessible ever since.
What remains to be done for which we have no resources in the coming fiscal year?
• For the third year in a row we will not be publishing a paper version of the Maryland Manual. For
lack of $75,000 general fund appropriation, we will go another year without providing this important
“slice in time” depiction of the structure, roles and responsibilities of our government.
• We lack adequate Archival storage for paper records. In FY 2009, we will not adequately care for the
paper records in our custody that are already designated as being of permanent value. The most basic
requirement for records preservation is to move records from a costly (often destructive) office
environment to the secure and environmentally stable custody of the State Archives. A huge obstacle
to achieving this primary objective is the lack of space in which to safely house paper and other nonelectronic archival material. Presently, in addition to our facility in Annapolis, three adjunct warehouse
facilities hold government records. Together, they store 299,216 cubic feet of permanent record
material. Significantly, nearly half of that amount resides in substandard, rented facilities.
Fluctuations in temperature and humidity destroy paper records. The lack of ANY temperature and
humidity controls in the rented spaces threatens the longevity of these permanent records. The plan to
build an archival facility, approved in the five-year capital budget plan, should be fast-tracked to
remedy this situation.
• We will not be providing adequate levels of conservation services for the artistic property that has
been entrusted to our care. Maryland is very lucky to have such a dedicated staff in our Artistic
Properties and Preservation units. Yet, staff resources alone are not enough to sufficiently provide all
for all the conservation needs, art handling requirements and basic moving and storage. The artistic
property collections are priceless and irreplaceable cultural treasures. It would be accurate to say that
the art collections probably have a “street value” in excess of $100,000,000. At minimum there
should be an annual investment of 7% of the capital value of the collections put towards their care and
conservation. Such a level of investment in maintenance and care of capital resources is common in

private industry, yet to date the State's contribution is barely $50,000 for all conservation, art
handling, storage costs, a sum that does not even approach 1% of the collections' value.
• We have no funding to pursue the exhibit master plan for the State House, beyond installation of the
restored House of Delegates Chamber. Exhibits elsewhere in the State House date from 1984 and
have not been updated or refurbished since that year. We hope that will have changed when we
appear before you next year, along with a much needed improvement in the over all economy of the
Nation.
In all, while we will continue to be innovative with regard to finding resources to cover our operating
expenses on the scale we have demonstrated to date, we still look to the State general fund for supporting the
care of the State House, our Government information publications such as the printed and on line Maryland
Manual, our capital needs for paper archival storage, whether that be through adequate leased facilities or
new state-owned archival facilities, and maintaining our art collections.
Each year when I appear before you I like to bring with me a hint at the treasures that your State Archives
holds in its vaults and which we delight in interpreting and making accessible. You have a copy of one of
the most important official printed documents in our National History.
Permit me to end with a peak at a collection that one of your colleagues recently brought to our attention.
While he recognized its importance and personally delivered it to us for our review, he had no inkling how
pleased we would be to see it, and how directly relevant it was to all the work we had been doing recently on
improving the visitor experience in our Historic State House. It is a photographic album containing not only
images of everyone who served in the General Assembly in 1898, but also photographs of the interior of the
House Chamber that we had not seen and that will be vital to the success and interpretation of the restoration
program in the State House that begins this summer. I am including just a few of the images with my
testimony today. We hope to have a facsimile publication available for the grand opening of the restored
House of Delegates Chamber. All of us owe Delegate John Wood our thanks for his personal role in caring
for our public memory.

Thank you for your time.
We respectfully request your favorable consideration of our budget and comment on our programmatic
policies for funding the Archival program.
I would be happy to answer any questions.

Pier Mirror [MSA SC 1545-3243]

Mirror in situ, Government House, circa 1959

Mirror as stored in State House basement
from circa 1960 to 2006

Detail of top right corner showing extent of damage from
exposure to moisture and abrasion over time

Mirror as crated by art handling company
for removal and storage

Mirror after restoration and reinstallation in Government House
December 2007
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Filling, about ¾ completed, November 16, 2007

Graduate students in the Winterthur/University of Delaware Program in Art Conservation
assisting with paint infill as part of conservation treatment

Partially cleaned area showing colors darkened by old varnish

Director of Conservation, Dr. Joyce Hill Stoner with portrait in partially restored
condition, December 2007
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Mr. Chairman, Members of the Subcommittee:
My name is Ed Papenfuse, State Archivist and Commissioner of Land Patents. With me today is my
Deputy, Tim Baker; and Nassir Rezvan, the Director of Administration for the State Archives. We
appreciate the thorough analysis of our budget by Chantelle Green and have no issues with her
assessment of our budget. However, we hope that you will agree with our contention that the funding for
Architect of the Capitol position should remain and not be cut one quarter. We need to begin recruiting
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as soon as the budget is approved and have a qualified candidate in place this summer to assist in the
oversight of the planned renovations of the State House during the months of closure.
For your reference and further reading, our annual report is provided on our website in the form of the
minutes and agenda of the Hall of Records Commission, which we publish electronically following
each meeting at:
http://www.mdarchives.state.md.us/msa/intromsa/hrc/html/hrc.html.
The State Archives is, and ought to be, the informed and accurate record of Maryland Government, as
well as a maintained resource for the study of our rich and diverse past. “It is the ultimate repository of
the peoples’ record” to quote a dedicated court clerk and friend of the Archives. Through the records we
preserve and the web-based publications we provide, the State Archives is an authoritative resource
where anyone can find reliable information about Maryland's nearly 375 years of chartered existence.
For over thirty years I have come before you to present the Archives’ budget request and to talk about
what we would do if given the opportunity and the necessary budget resources. Over those years it has
been made clear to me that those resources would not come from the general fund and that if we were to
preserve, conserve, and make accessible our rich archival heritage, we would have to be entrepreneurial
and market archival publications to garner special fund revenue from the private and public sectors.
Over the past several years we have been remarkably successful. For example, we conceived of a
web-based publication for the preservation and care of all subdivision and condominium plats which, at
the urging of the Judiciary, we expanded to encompass all land records in Maryland past and present,
going back to the founding of the colony. In doing so we actually reduced the cost of automating land
record filings and storage considerably and supported much of the whole of our archival program,
including providing over $300,000 a year in annual 'rent' to the Department of General Services for
maintenance on the Archives building, and allocating 7% of all special fund revenue to a publicly
accountable Archives Endowment fund, the interest from which is statutorily intended for research,
writing and program development of the Archives. Http://mdlandrec.net now serves over 60,000
individuals and about 10,000 users a day, all paid for in advance with fees paid for recording land
transactions.
The legislative auditor has implied that the Archives' approach to supporting the archival program
through publications designed to deliver records on line, and the investment of those fees in both the
current and future needs of preserving and making public information accessible, has not been
sanctioned by our budget committees, and that we were not authorized to require a surcharge of 7% on
all publications for our state managed endowment fund. I believe, however, that I have been frank and
open with our subscribers, our budget committees, and the Department of Budget and
Management in that regard. Each year I have outlined our efforts to finance what is currently 80% of the
archival program with special fund income. Our counsel has advised us that what we are doing to fund
the Archives through publication revenue and endowment investment is proper, and within the scope of
existing law, but for the sake of clarity and to remove any doubt, this year we have introduced
departmental legislation that further explains the fee setting authority that constitutes the basis of a
viable, nationally recognized, archival program for Maryland, that has been run without any increase in
general fund appropriations for the past several years.
I would hope that this year our budget committees would make explicit on the record that you approve
the management policies of the Archives and endorse the creative, dedicated ways in which we have met
the demands of caring for our immense and rich archival heritage without total reliance upon general
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fund revenue.
Permit me to recap what we have accomplished to date with our on line archival publications initiative:
We have been successful with our entrepreneurial endeavors to the point where 80% of our
operation is funded with Special Fund money derived from our publications and fees.We have set
aside seven percent of all the fees we charge for the Archives Endowment and hope to continue
this practice well into the future. The interest that the endowment earns has already begun to bear
fruit. Just this past week, we began distributing A Guide to the History of Slavery in Maryland. This
useful resource is the result of a cooperative endeavor between the Archives and the University of
Maryland College Park and the renowned historian Ira Berlin. It was paid for out of interest earned
on the endowment. I have brought additional copies for the Committee this afternoon.

With the successful implementation of the ELROI and mdlandrec.net partnership, Maryland
became the first state in the nation to provide comprehensive, cost-effective, and efficient access to
all existing land records and land record indices. As of December 31, 2007, mdlandrec.net
encompassed 166,146,799 images of land records and land record indices from Maryland’s 24
jurisdictions. This represents more than 217,000 land record volumes and more than 15,000 index
books, all available from a single source. We did this below projected budget requirements and
invested all proceeds in the strengthening of the archival program, particularly the development of
what we believe will prove to be among the first truly permanent electronic archives in the Nation.
In addition to mdlandrec.net, we have been busy otherwise in caring for our Archival heritage.
We helped the public and the Department of Assessments and Taxation deal with issues related to
ground rent legislation by providing linkages from real property databases to land records.

We established a model disaster recovery site. Working in cooperation with the University of
Maryland, Baltimore County, we implemented a plan to replicate all of the Archives permanent
electronic record material to storage arrays on campus, proving the principle of a live duplicate
remote site for the electronic archives, the first State to do so.

We conserved some of the State’s most valuable artistic treasures, including a long neglected mirror
original to Government House, which has been restored with private funds and brought back to
public display.

We have also continued to conserve, display and make available our holdings as images for
publications such as our wonderful portrait of George Washington by Charles Willson Peale, now
in a public room in Government House, and which also appeared as the cover of a well received
study of our first Commander In Chief that lauds his skills as a master politician in a time of crisis:
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We developed an Exhibits Master Plan to improve the visitor experience to Maryland’s most
historically significant government building – The State House in Annapolis. We presented an
Historic Furnishings Plan to recreate the Old House of Delegates Chamber as it existed in 1876.
When complete, the Old House Chamber will be an elegant meeting space as well as a showpiece
highlighting a very important, and presently missing, time period in our State’s history.
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We began to address some of the problems with agency compliance with records management
requirements in the State by working with the Department of General Services and representatives
from the Office of the Attorney General to produce online guidance off the Archives web site for
agencies, and provide a means for agencies to review and update operative schedules for the
retention and disposal of public records. We look forward to the passage of Senator Peters' call for
a task force on Records Management. There are considerable savings to be made in the costs of
government through better records management and efficient use of technological advances in
electronic record keeping, but it will take high level cooperation and recommendations emanating
from such a task force to make it happen.

We served over 7,000 walk-in customers in our Annapolis search room. More impressive was our
service to the public through our internet publications. Last year, in response to website inquiries
received by the Archives, we transferred over 47 terabytes of information over the Internet and on
individual cds.

We managed over ten billion database records, and,

With limited resources we have monitored the illegal sale of public records on Ebay, recovering
historical court records that have gone missing from such counties as
Allegany, Baltimore, and Frederick. We even had a patron spy a Charles County estate record for
sale on line which she purchased and sent to us as an unsolicited gift. The threat of thieves is real
and our staff is dedicated to preventing fraud. I believe that our insistance on online inventory
control and careful monitoring of our holdings has gone a long ways toward deterring criminals
such as those who have cut maps from books at Yale, Johns Hopkins, and numerous other
institutions in recent years. Indeed attached to my testimony today is a facsimile of Maryland's rare
copy of the Proclamation of Peace published in Annapolis following ratification by Congress of the
Treaty of Paris, January 14, 1784, in our historic State House. Only thirteen copies are known to
have been embossed with the Great Seal of the United States and signed by the President of
Congress, one for each of the thirteen original states. We still have ours, but several states do not.
Just last December, Sotheby's sold a copy for $300,000. For years our copy hung on the walls of the
State House where it suffered from sunlight and neglect, but fortunately was not stolen. In the
1960s it was taken down and entrusted to our care where it has been safe, secure, and accessible
ever since.
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What remains to be done for which we have no resources in the coming fiscal year?

For the third year in a row we will not be publishing a paper version of the Maryland Manual. For
lack of $75,000 general fund appropriation, we will go another year without providing this
important “slice in time” depiction of the structure, roles and responsibilities of our government.
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We lack adequate Archival storage for paper records. In FY 2009, we will not adequately care for
the paper records in our custody that are already designated as being of permanent value. The most
basic requirement for records preservation is to move records from a costly (often destructive)
office environment to the secure and environmentally stable custody of the State Archives. A huge
obstacle to achieving this primary objective is the lack of space in which to safely house paper and
other nonelectronic archival material. Presently, in addition to our facility in Annapolis, three
adjunct warehouse facilities hold government records. Together, they store 299,216 cubic feet of
permanent record material. Significantly, nearly half of that amount resides in substandard, rented
facilities. Fluctuations in temperature and humidity destroy paper records. The lack of ANY
temperature and humidity controls in the rented spaces threatens the longevity of these permanent
records. The plan to build an archival facility, approved in the five-year capital budget plan, should
be fast-tracked to remedy this situation.

We will not be providing adequate levels of conservation services for the artistic property that has
been entrusted to our care. Maryland is very lucky to have such a dedicated staff in our Artistic
Properties and Preservation units. Yet, staff resources alone are not enough to sufficiently provide
all for all the conservation needs, art handling requirements and basic moving and storage. The
artistic property collections are priceless and irreplaceable cultural treasures. It would be accurate to
say that the art collections probably have a “street value” in excess of $100,000,000. At minimum
there should be an annual investment of 7% of the capital value of the collections put towards their
care and conservation. Such a level of investment in maintenance and care of capital resources is
common in private industry, yet to date the State's contribution is barely $50,000 for all
conservation, art handling, storage costs, a sum that does not even approach 1% of the collections'
value.

We have no funding to pursue the exhibit master plan for the State House, beyond installation of
the restored House of Delegates Chamber. Exhibits elsewhere in the State House date from 1984
and have not been updated or refurbished since that year. We hope that will have changed when we
appear before you next year, along with a much needed improvement in the over all economy of
the Nation.
In all, while we will continue to be innovative with regard to finding special fund income to cover our
operating expenses on the scale we have demonstrated to date, we still look to the State general fund for
supporting the care of the State House, our Government information publications such as the printed
and on line Maryland Manual, our capital needs for paper archival storage, whether that be through
adequate leased facilities or new state-owned archival facilities, and maintaining our art collections.
Each year when I appear before you I like to bring with me a hint at the treasures that your State
Archives holds in its vaults and which we delight in interpreting and making accessible. You have a copy
of one of the most important official printed documents in our National History in your packet, the
Dunlap printing of the Proclamation of Peace ending the American Revolution.
Permit me to close with a preview of a collection that one of your colleagues recently brought to our
attention. While he recognized its importance and personally delivered it to us for our review, he had no
inkling how pleased we would be to see it, and how directly relevant it was to all the work we had been
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doing recently on improving the visitor experience in our Historic State House. It is a photographic
album containing not only images of everyone who served in the General Assembly in 1898, but also
photographs of the interior of the House Chamber that we had not seen and that will be vital to the
success and interpretation of the restoration program in the State House that begins this summer. I am
including just a few of the images with my testimony today. We hope to have a facsimile publication
available for the grand opening of the restored House of Delegates Chamber. All of us owe Delegate
John Wood our thanks for his personal role in caring for our public memory.
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Thank you for your time.
We respectfully request your favorable consideration of our budget and your comment on our programmatic
policies for funding the Archival program.
I would be happy to answer any questions.
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Director of Conservation, Dr. Joyce Hill Stoner with portrait in partially restored
condition, December 2007
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Members and Guests planning to attend the December 19, 2008 meeting
Agenda for the December 19, 2008 meeting
Minutes of the April 28, 2008 meeting and prior special meetings of the Commission

Note: The agenda and minutes are emailed to those attending the meeting. If your email account changes, please let us know at leslief@mdsa.net.
prepared by Dr. Edward C. Papenfuse
State Archivist
Maryland State Archives
350 Rowe Boulevard
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
Phone: (410) 260-6401
Email: archives@mdsa.net
© Copyright Maryland State Archives

Page 1 of 1

Attendees 19 December 2008

Attendees
Hall of Records Commission Meeting
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Maryland State Archives
Commission Members and Alternates:

The Honorable Robert M. Bell, Chief Judge, Court of Appeals, and Chairman of the Hall of Records Commission
The Honorable Thomas V. Mike Miller, President of the Senate
Mr. Alvin Collins, Secretary, Department of General Services
Mr. Howard Freedlander, representing The Honorable Nancy K. Kopp, Treasurer
Mr. Jerry Klasmeier, representing The Honorable Peter V. R. Franchot, Comptroller of the Treasury
Dr. Glenn Phillips, representing Dr. Earl S. Richardson, President, Morgan State University
Dr. Whitman H. Ridgway, representing Dr. William E. Kirwan,Chancellor, University of Maryland
Mr. Henry Stansbury, Maryland Historical Society
Mr. Winston Tabb, representing Dr. William R. Brody, President, The Johns Hopkins University
Special Guests:

Staff:
Dr. Edward C. Papenfuse, State Archivist and Secretary, Hall of Records Commission
Mr. Tim Baker, Deputy State Archivist
Ms. Leslie Frazer, Recording Secretary
Mr. Kevin Swanson, Director, Acquisition and Preservation
Mr. Michael McCormick, Director, Reference Services
Mr. Nasrolah Rezvan, Director, Administration
Mr. Wei Yang, Chief Information Officer
Ms. Emily Oland Squires, Director, Research, Archives of Maryland Online
Ms. Kim Moreno, Director, Appraisal and Description
Ms. Elaine Bachmann, Director, Artistic Property and Public Outreach
Mr. Sasha Lourie, Curator
Mr. Chris Kintzel, Registrar
Mr. Robert Schoeberlein, Director, Special Collections
Ms. Maria Day, Deputy Director, Special Collections
Return to Introduction
© Copyright Maryland State Archives
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Hall of Records Commission Meeting
December 19, 2008
Maryland State Archives
Electronic Classroom
12:00 p.m.

Agenda

Map from medal cast for Cecil Calvert, second Lord Baltimore, ca. 1632,
the official trademark of the Maryland State Archives Trust Fund
Latin motto translates: As the sun thou shalt enlighten America,
and earliest known image of Anne Arundel, with her husband, Cecil
Calvert, 2nd Lord Baltimore ca. 1640, both used as trademarks for the
Friends of the Maryland State Archives

Call to Order by the Chairman
Attendees and Introduction of Special Guests
Special Announcements/Opening Remarks
Reports and Minutes of Previous Meetings
April 28, 2008
Special Meetings and Celebratory Events





May 2: Dr. Papenfuse attended Bessie Decker's installation as Clerk of the Court of Appeals
May 3: Dr. Papenfuse, Mike McCormick, and Owen Lourie hosted members of the Lee family, to whom Dr. Papenfuse spoke about Thomas Sim Lee
June 3: Dr. Papenfuse, Elaine Bachmann, and Sasha Lourie attended the unveiling ceremony for the portrait of Governor Robert Ehrlich
September 9: Dr. Papenfuse, Sasha Lourie, and Chris Kintzel attended the unveiling ceremony for the portrait of Judge Irma Raker
Proposed Action: motion of approval of minutes (as amended, if amended), and recognition of the special meetings of the
Commission as defined by standing resolution.

Records Retention and Disposal



Retention Schedules
Disposals
Proposed Action: motion of approval of Records Retention and Disposal Schedules as presented.

Old Business
Archivist's Report
(see the Maryland State Archives' Bulldog and the Staff Activities since last Hall of Records Commission meeting for details of staff activities and the
calendar of Education and Outreach activities below)
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 The Significance of December 19
 A forgotten anniversary: December 17th
 Annapolis 300: A Capital Celebration 1708-2008
 Celebrating Washington: the 225th Anniversary of his resignation as commander-in-chief
 Slavery in Maryland
 The MSA received a $50,000 grant from the National Parks Service to expand our Beneath the Underground project and undertake research on
Montgomery County. This research will begin in the new year. http://www.mdslavery.net/ugrr.html
 Blacks in Annapolis project, which was launched on Nov. 1st, is a cooperative project between the MSA and the City of Annapolis, to which the
city contributed $25,000. http://www.mdslavery.net/blacks_annapolis/intro.html
 Lincoln in Annapolis
 Proposed future educational publications
 Washington in Annapolis
 Annapolis in the War of 1812
 The 1708 Annapolis Charter: Fact and Fiction
 Poplar Grove and the Baltimore City Archives: working to salvage and preserve our record heritage
 Facing the Budget Crisis: a message of hope and a call for help
Proposed Action by the Commission: Resolution of support for archival initiatives as they relate to policy and publications

Recent Gifts, Deposits and Acquisitions



Special Collections
Government Records
Proposed Action by the Commission: Resolution of Appreciation for all recent gifts.

Maryland State Archives On Line


Finding Aids, Reference Services, and Publications:
 Records Transfer and Storage Management
 http://mdsa.net/
 http://aomol.net/
 http://mdslavery.net/
 http://lrac.us/ and http://review.mdlandrec.net/
 http://www.mopw.net/ids/login.cfm
 mdprobate.net
 Printed and Electronic Edition of the Maryland Manual
 Government Publications On Line
 http://mdhistory.net/

Education and Outreach


Courses taught and lectures given by state archivist (see prior resolution on 4/19/2000)
 Fall 2008: Teaching Legal History Seminar: Landmark Cases and Controversies from 20th Century Baltimore at the University of Maryland
School of Law
 Fall 2008: Teaching What is History? as part of Johns Hopkins University's Master's in Liberal Arts Program
 May 1: Dr. Papenfuse participated in the Central Intelligence Agency Information Management Institute, speaking on Archives, Maps, and
History: Finding Maryland's Place in the World
 May 9: Dr. Papenfuse, John Gartrell, Ryan Cox, and Jen Hafner attended the Baltimore City Historical Society Historian's Workshop, at which
Dr. Papenfuse presented a lecture on The Baltimore City Archives: Plaudits, Progress, and the Future of our Archival Heritage
 May 9: Dr. Papenfuse participated in the State and Local Government Law Institute, presenting a lecture on Records Retention Policies (NonLitigation)
 May 21: Dr. Papenfuse participated in the Basilica of Baltimore's annual docent and tour guide training program, presenting a lecture on
Craftsmen of the Cathedral
 May 22: Dr. Papenfuse presented a lecture on Maps: Finding Maryland's Place in the World to members of The Engineers Club
 June 6: Dr. Papenfuse, Elaine Bachmann, Jen Hafner, and Owen Lourie attended the "Looking Closer: 300 Years of Annapolis History"
Symposium, at which Dr. Papenfuse chaired a session on The Annapolis Charters and presented a lecture on Interpreting Archival Evidence:
The Final Draft of Washington's Resignation and the Original 1708 Charters of Annapolis
 June 18: Dr. Papenfuse presented a lecture to staff and interns on Laurence Hall Fowler
 July 8: Dr. Papenfuse presented a lecture to staff and interns on Records Management (BHS)
 July 9: Dr. Papenfuse presented a lecture to staff and interns on Interpreting the Archival Evidence: The Original 1708 Charters of Annapolis
Then & Now
 August 8-9: Dr. Papenfuse participated in the "2008 Shrewsbury Institute: The Gift of John Smith's Legacy 1608-1692", presenting a lecture on
August 9 on The Maps of the Era
 September 4: Dr. Papenfuse participated in the Federation of Genealogical Societies Conference, presenting a lecture on The Maryland State
Archives in the 21st Century
 October 24: Dr. Papenfuse participated as a faculty member in the Judicial Institute Program Maryland Legal History
 November 3: Dr. Papenfuse participated in the Washington County Teaching American History Program, presenting a lecture on Is Baltimore
Burning?
 November 24: Dr. Papenfuse participated in a presentation at Washington College on the Poplar Grove Project
 December 4: Dr. Papenfuse and Richard Richardson hosted a History Department class from the University of Maryland Baltimore County,
with Dr. Papenfuse presenting a lecture on conducting research at the Maryland State Archives
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 May 1: Vicki Lee attended an officers' meeting of the Guild of Book Workers
 June 3: Elaine Bachmann and Sasha Lourie provided a tour of the Old Senate Chamber of the State House to graduate students in the Winterthur
Program in American Material Culture
 June 6: Vicki Lee and Camille DiMarco presented a lecture to staff and interns on Records Handling, Care, Preservation, and Disaster Recovery
 June 6: Kim Moreno presented a lecture to staff and interns on Finding Records at the Maryland State Archives - Finding Aides, Indices, Search
Engines - Part 1, Government Records
 June 9: Rob Schoeberlein presented a lecture to staff and interns on Finding Records at the Maryland State Archives - Finding Aides, Indices, Search
Engines - Part 2, Library, Government Publications, and Special Collections
 June 10: Tim Baker, Wei Yang, Mike McCormick, and Kim Moreno hosted a group from Taiwan Historica, providing them with a tour of the
Archives
 June 11: Dr. Papenfuse and Jen Hafner met with members of the Annapolis Lincoln Bicentennial Commission
 June 21: John Gartrell presented a lecture at the Prince George's County AAGHS Annual Juneteenth Celebration on Probate Records at the Maryland
State Archives
 June 24: Nancy Bramucci participated in the Baltimore County Teaching American History program
 June 27: Nancy Bramucci participated in the Howard County Teaching American History program
 July 9: Jen Hafner met with members of the Annapolis Lincoln Bicentennial Commission
 July 11: Dr. Papenfuse, Tim Baker, Elaine Bachmann, Kim Moreno, Jen Hafner, Matt Davis, and Kara Carter met with Secretary Gary Maynard and
other representatives from the Department of Public Safety and Correctional Services concerning an online museum
 July 14: Rob Schoeberlein met with Ross Kimmel and Richard and Shirley Brooks concerning digitization of Omenhausser material
 July 29: Vicki Lee attended an officers' meeting of the Guild of Book Workers
 August 4: Elaine Bachmann and Sasha Lourie provided a tour of the State House to Governor Martin O'Malley
 August 14: Jen Hafner met with members of the Annapolis Lincoln Bicentennial Commission
 August 19: Dr. Papenfuse met with Governor O'Malley and Joel Sachs concerning Governor Levin Winder
 August 20: Rob Schoeberlein met with Amy Johanson concerning a Maryland Public Television program on William Donald Schaefer
 August 21: Elaine Bachmann provided a tour of the State House Dome to members of the Timber Framers Guild
 September 2: Dr. Papenfuse met with Ken Day of Maryland Public Television concerning the program Annapolis 300: A Capital Celebration
 September 5: Mike McCormick provided a tour of the Archives to Court clerks as part of the Administrative Office of the Courts' Court Professional
Certificate Program
 September 5: Chris Haley provided the keynote address on Taking Bigger Steps at the Federation of Genealogical Societies Conference
 September 8: Kim Moreno attended a meeting of the Greater Baltimore Maryland Chapter of ARMA, presenting a lecture on Records Management,
Retention Schedules, and Electronic Records Management
 September 9: Dr. Papenfuse and Elaine Bachmann provided a tour of the Archives to Jeff and Anne Marie Fox
 September 13: Mike McCormick participated in the Baltimore Family History and Genealogy Workshop, presenting a lecture on Introduction to the
Finding Aids of the Maryland State Archives
 September 19: Elaine Bachmann provided a tour of Government House to members of Paint Annapolis 2008
 September 20: Elaine Bachmann provided a tour of the State House to Lou Davis of Maryland Public Television
 September 29: Chris Haley made remarks at the Annual Commemoration of Kunta Kinte's Arrival in Annapolis
 October 2: Chris Haley presented a lecture on A Guide to the History of Slavery in Maryland to Maryland Social Studies supervisors
 October 2: Dr. Papenfuse and Emily Squires met with members of the Annapolis Lincoln Bicentennial Commission
 October 6: Chris Haley particiapted in the University of Maryland's History Detectives Program, presenting a lecture on Researching the Legacy of
Slavery at the Maryland State Archives
 October 7: Mike McCormick presented a lecture on An Introduction to the Maryland State Archives to the Greater Severna Park Mother's Club
 October 21: Bob Barnes presented to staff a lecture on Linking the Generations Before Birth and Death Certificates
 October 21: Dr. Papenfuse and Emily Squires met with members of the Lincoln Walk Publication Subcommittee
 October 30: Vicki Lee attended an officers' meeting of the Guild of Book Workers
 November 7: Dr. Papenfuse and Emily Squires participated in a meeting of the Lincoln Walk Publication Subcommittee
 November 20: Dr. Papenfuse and Emily Squires participated in the Lincoln Walk Publication Subcommittee and Annapolis Lincoln Bicentennial
Commission meetings
 November 24: Dr. Papenfuse, Tim Baker, Mike McCormick, Chris Schini, and Rachel Frazier provided an orientation and tour of the Archives to
educational media specialists from Anne Arundel County Public Schools
 December 2: Dr. Papenfuse represented U.S. Senator Benjamin Cardin at the Congressional Ceremony commemorating the opening of the U.S.
Capitol Visitor Center
 December 9: Dr. Papenfuse and Tim Baker met with Joseph Lambert, Director, and John Collinge, Chief of Staff of Information Review and Release,
Information Management Services of the Central Intelligence Agency, providing them with a tour of the Archives

Forthcoming special meetings of the Commission and events of interest














December 22: Dr. Papenfuse, Elaine Bachmann, and Mimi Calver will participate in a Gala Dinner at the State House in Honor of the 225th
Anniversary of General George Washington's resignation as commander-in-chief of the Continental Army. Proceeds above and beyond the cost of the
dinner will go towards creating exhibits and an exhibit case for Washington's draft of this speech to Congress resigning his commission which was
purchased by the Friends of the Archives with private and public support in 2007.
January 14: Emily Squires and Jen Hafner will host a St. John's College Student Consortium for a discussion of the Maryland State Archives and
internships, and will provide a tour of the Hall of Records
January 28: Elaine Bachmann will speak to Watermark Tour Guides as part of guide training on the State House
February 6: Dr. Papenfuse will present a lecture to the Hamilton Street Club on the Poplar Grove Project
February 8: Dr. Papenfuse will participate in the Lincoln Walk in Annapolis
February 9: Sasha Lourie will attend a meeting of the Baltimore County Questors, and present a lecture on Annapolis Furniture
February 15: Dr. Papenfuse will make opening remarks on Cipriano Ferrandini and the Baltimore Plot of 1861 before the performance of The
Moustache at St. John's College, followed by a reception at the Maryland State Archives
February 17: Dr. Papenfuse will participate in a meeting of the Governor's Consulting Commission on the National Register
February 22: Dr. Papenfuse, Elaine Bachmann, and Mimi Calver will attend a dinner at the William Brown House in Historic London Town Gardens
March 26: Dr. Papenfuse will participate in the Fortieth Annual Meeting of the American Society for Eighteenth -Century Studies
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Administrative and Fiscal Matters


Deputy State Archivist's Report:
 Information Technology Achievements
 UMBC disaster recovery and data backup site
 Who Are Your Elected Officials update
 Completion of redundant electrical (UPS) and HVAC
 Completion of rollout of New Guide to Government Records
 Network backbone network infrastructure upgrade
 MdLandRec.net version 3 initial testing begun
 State House
 General items
 Visitor Experience master plan
 Interpretation and guides to be handled by the Archives
 Piping project nearing completion (new restroom for women)
 Exhibit content development in process
 Visitor Experience Master Plan
 Old House Chamber Historic Furnishings Report
 John Greenwalt Lee Report, November 2008, December 2008
 Keast & Hood structural analysis of the State House
 Exhibits content development document
 Old House Chamber re-creation
 BBB furnishings plan; 50% plan - link off agenda
 Status - wall down; space to be in transition
 Old Senate Chamber re-creation
 JGL report finished and delivered
 Next steps:
 Time line development
 Call for additional archival work
 Academic review
 Restoration plan development
 Budget:
 Over the Target Requests
 Archival Storage - - $826,335 for restoration of General Funds and for additional rented warehouse space including shelving
 Staff Conversions - - $606,335 ($349,016 General Funds, $257,319 Special Funds) for a total of ten staff conversions
 State House Visitor Experience - - $2,141,281 for 1 PIN and 3 contractual and some preliminary funds for exhibit design and
construction
 Operating Budget Cuts/shortfalls
 Architect of the Capital funding eliminated
 Rent Deficiencies
 Capital Budget - no feedback as yet on our submission
Proposed action by the Commission: adoption and approval of reports incorporating any comments on budget related matters

New Business
Next meeting
The next Hall of Records Commission meeting is tentatively scheduled for Tuesday, April 28, 2009.

Adjournment
Dr. Edward C. Papenfuse
State Archivist
Maryland State Archives
350 Rowe Boulevard
(410) 260-6401.
Email: edp@mdarchives.state.md.us
© Copyright Maryland State Archives
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Records Retention Schedules Approved
Since Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on 4/28/2008
Baltimore County Office of Budget and Finance, Revenue --- Alarm Reduction
Rec.: 5/14/2008 Appr.: 8/5/2008 RM Sch. #:C710-A7 MSA S1521-1119 Supersedes: None

Charles County Government, COCO/Safety Office
Rec.: 6/23/2008 Appr.: 8/5/2008 RM Sch. #:C1036 MSA S1521-1120 Supersedes: None

City of Salisbury, Building, Permitting and Inspections
Rec.: 10/23/2006 Appr.: 7/2/2008 RM Sch. #:M222 MSA S1522-255 Supersedes: None

City of Salisbury, Department of Neighborhood Services and Code Compliance
Rec.: 10/23/2006 Appr.: 6/4/2008 RM Sch. #:M223 MSA S1522-258 Supersedes: None

City of Salisbury, Public Works, Technical Support
Rec.: 10/23/2006 Appr.: 6/4/2008 RM Sch. #:M221-7 MSA S1522-257 Supersedes: None

Comptroller of the Treasury, Motor Fuel Tax Bureau
Rec.: 8/20/2008 Appr.: 9/5/2008 RM Sch. #:L77 MSA S1468-3601 Supersedes: None

Department of Budget and Management, Employee Benefits Division
Rec.: 2/28/2008 Appr.: 6/4/2008 RM Sch. #:2442 MSA S1468-3589 Supersedes: 1631

Department of Business & Economic Development, Administration/Office of Budget & Finance
Rec.: 4/18/2008 Appr.: 6/4/2008 RM Sch. #:2448 MSA S1468-3593 Supersedes: 2048

Department of Business & Economic Development, Administration/Office of General Services
Rec.: 4/18/2008 Appr.: 6/4/2008 RM Sch. #:2449 MSA S1468-3592 Supersedes: 2049

Department of Business & Economic Development, Administration/Office of Human Resources
Rec.: 4/18/2008 Appr.: 6/4/2008 RM Sch. #:2450 MSA S1468-3594 Supersedes: 2050

Department of Business & Economic Development, Division of Business Development
Rec.: 4/18/2008 Appr.: 6/4/2008 RM Sch. #:2445 MSA S1468-3591 Supersedes: 2036

Department of Business & Economic Development, Division of Economic Policy, Research and Legislative
Affairs
Rec.: 4/18/2008 Appr.: 6/4/2008 RM Sch. #:2452 MSA S1468-3596 Supersedes: 2123

Department of Business & Economic Development, Division of Regional Development, Office of Finance and
Administration
Rec.: 4/18/2008 Appr.: 6/4/2008 RM Sch. #:2460 MSA S1468-3598 Supersedes: 2119

All Information from 4/22/2008 to 12/10/2008
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Since Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on 4/28/2008
Department of Business & Economic Development, Office of the Secretary
Rec.: 4/18/2008 Appr.: 6/4/2008 RM Sch. #:2451 MSA S1468-3595 Supersedes: 2122

Department of Business and Economic Development, Division of Economic Policy, Research and Legislative
Affairs
Rec.: 4/18/2008 Appr.: 6/4/2008 RM Sch. #:2454 MSA S1468-3597 Supersedes: 2140

Department of Public Safety and Correctional Services, Division of Parole and Probation/Fiscal
Rec.: 10/11/2007 Appr.: 6/4/2008 RM Sch. #:2436 MSA S1468-3587 Supersedes: None

Governor's Office of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (ODHH)
Rec.: 2/29/2008 Appr.: 8/5/2008 RM Sch. #:2443 MSA S1468-3599 Supersedes: None

Maryland Department of the Environment Science Services Administration (SSA)/Director's Office
Rec.: 12/20/2007 Appr.: 5/6/2008 RM Sch. #:2439 MSA S1468-3585 Supersedes: None

Maryland Department of the Environment Science Services Administration/Chemical and Biological Monitoring
Division
Rec.: 2/5/2008 Appr.: 6/4/2008 RM Sch. #:2440 MSA S1468-3588 Supersedes: 2275

Maryland Insurance Administration, Consumer Education and Advocacy
Rec.: 9/26/2007 Appr.: 5/8/2008 RM Sch. #:2435 MSA S1468-3586 Supersedes: None

Maryland State Police, Forensic Sciences Division
Rec.: 2/28/2008 Appr.: 6/4/2008 RM Sch. #:971-21-1A9 MSA S1468-3590 Supersedes: 971-21-1A8

Maryland State Police, Planning and Research Division
Rec.: 5/29/2008 Appr.: 8/5/2008 RM Sch. #:971-02-A8 MSA S1468-3600 Supersedes: 971-02-A7

Prince George's County Department of Corrections, Security Operations Division
Rec.: 4/17/2007 Appr.: 6/4/2008 RM Sch. #:C1028 MSA S1521-1118 Supersedes: C907

Takoma Park Housing and Community Development, Landlord-Tenant Affairs
Rec.: 4/10/2008 Appr.: 6/4/2008 RM Sch. #:M244 MSA S1522-262 Supersedes: M197

Takoma Park Mayor
Rec.: 9/29/2004 Appr.: 6/4/2008 RM Sch. #:M175 MSA S1522-256 Supersedes: None

Takoma Park Public Works, Mechanic Shop
Rec.: 4/10/2008 Appr.: 6/4/2008 RM Sch. #:M240 MSA S1522-259 Supersedes: M189

All Information from 4/22/2008 to 12/10/2008
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Takoma Park Public Works, Solid Waste
Rec.: 4/10/2008 Appr.: 6/4/2008 RM Sch. #:M241 MSA S1522-260 Supersedes: M190

Takoma Park Public Works, Street Maintenance
Rec.: 4/10/2008 Appr.: 6/4/2008 RM Sch. #:M242 MSA S1522-261 Supersedes: M192

All Information from 4/22/2008 to 12/10/2008
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Disposal Certificates Approved
Since Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on 4/28/2008
Carroll County Circuit Court
Received:

4/25/2008

Approved:

5/15/2008

Certificate No's:
Received:

5/30/2008

Approved:

Received:

7/23/2008

Approved:

1 certificate(s)

(MSA -1870)

1 certificate(s)

(MSA -1878)

1 certificate(s)

(MSA -1852)

1 certificate(s)

(MSA S1469-1812)

1 certificate(s)

(MSA S1469-1810)

1 certificate(s)

(MSA S1469-1826)

8 certificate(s)

(MSA S1469-1824)

4789

9/5/2008

Certificate No's:

(MSA -1865)

4769

7/2/2008

Certificate No's:

1 certificate(s)

4810

Charles County Circuit Court
Received:

4/3/2008

Approved:

5/15/2008

Certificate No's:

4689

District Court 1 Baltimore City
Received:

1/11/2008

Approved:

9/2/2008

Certificate No's:

4547

District Court 11 Frederick County
Received:

1/2/2008

Approved:

9/2/2008

Certificate No's:
Received:

1/15/2008

Approved:

4545

9/2/2008

Certificate No's:

4617

District Court 11 Washington County
Received:

1/11/2008

Approved:

9/2/2008

Certificate No's:

4603, 4604, 4605, 4606, 4607, 4608, 4609,
4610

District Court 12 Allegany County
Received:

1/11/2008

Approved:

9/2/2008

Certificate No's:

All Information from 4/22/2008 to 12/10/2008

10 certificate(s)

(MSA S1469-1821)

4581, 4582, 4583, 4584, 4585, 4586, 4587,
4588, 4589, 4590
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District Court 12 Garrett County
Received:

1/11/2008

Approved:

9/2/2008

Certificate No's:

9 certificate(s)

(MSA S1469-1822)

4591, 4592, 4593, 4594, 4595, 4596, 4597,
4599, 4600

District Court 2 Dorchester County
Received:

1/11/2008

Approved:

9/2/2008

Certificate No's:

1 certificate(s)

(MSA S1469-1823)

4 certificate(s)

(MSA S1469-1820)

4601

District Court 3 Caroline County
Received:

1/11/2008

Approved:

9/2/2008

Certificate No's:

4577, 4578, 4579, 4580

District Court 3 Cecil County
Received:

1/11/2008

Approved:

9/2/2008

Certificate No's:

6 certificate(s)

(MSA S1469-1816)

4553, 4554, 4555, 4556

District Court 3 Kent County
Received:

1/11/2008

Approved:

9/2/2008

Certificate No's:

4 certificate(s)

(MSA S1469-1817)

4559, 4560, 4561, 4562

District Court 3 Queen Anne's County
Received:

1/11/2008

Approved:

9/2/2008

Certificate No's:

6 certificate(s)

(MSA S1469-1818)

4565, 4566, 4567, 4568

District Court 3 Talbot County
Received:

1/11/2008

Approved:

9/2/2008

Certificate No's:

All Information from 4/22/2008 to 12/10/2008

4 certificate(s)

(MSA S1469-1819)

4571, 4572, 4573, 4574
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District Court 6 Montgomery County
Received:

1/11/2008

Approved:

9/2/2008

Certificate No's:
Received:

1/11/2008

Approved:

Received:

1/11/2008

Approved:

Received:

1/31/2008

Approved:

Received:

2/5/2008

Approved:

Received:

2/5/2008

Approved:

Received:

2/6/2008

Approved:

1 certificate(s)

(MSA S1469-1830)

1 certificate(s)

(MSA S1469-1833)

1 certificate(s)

(MSA S1469-1836)

11 certificate(s)

(MSA S1469-1838)

4639

9/2/2008

Certificate No's:

(MSA S1469-1825)

4636

9/2/2008

Certificate No's:

5 certificate(s)

4631

9/2/2008

Certificate No's:

(MSA S1469-1814)

4611, 4613, 4614, 4615, 4616

9/2/2008

Certificate No's:

1 certificate(s)
4549

9/2/2008

Certificate No's:

(MSA S1469-1811)

4546

9/2/2008

Certificate No's:

1 certificate(s)

4643, 4644, 4645, 4646, 4647, 4648, 4649,
4650, 4652, 4653, 4654

District Court 8 Baltimore County
Received:

1/11/2008

Approved:

9/2/2008

Certificate No's:
Received:

1/31/2008

Approved:

Received:

2/5/2008

Approved:

10 certificate(s)

(MSA S1469-1828)

4619, 4620, 4621, 4622, 4623, 4624, 4625,
4626, 4627, 4628

9/2/2008

Certificate No's:

(MSA S1469-1815)

4550

9/2/2008

Certificate No's:

1 certificate(s)

3 certificate(s)

(MSA S1469-1837)

1 certificate(s)

(MSA S1469-1801)

1 certificate(s)

(MSA S1469-1827)

4640

District Court 9 Harford County
Received:

12/21/2007

Approved:

9/2/2008

Certificate No's:

4533

District Court Headquarter - Operations
Received:

1/31/2008

Approved:

9/2/2008

Certificate No's:

All Information from 4/22/2008 to 12/10/2008

4618
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District Court Headquarters - Operations Offsite Offices
Received:

1/11/2008

Approved:

9/2/2008

Certificate No's:

1 certificate(s)

(MSA S1469-1813)

1 certificate(s)

(MSA -1882)

1 certificate(s)

(MSA -1854)

1 certificate(s)

(MSA -1858)

1 certificate(s)

(MSA -1884)

1 certificate(s)

(MSA -1881)

7 certificate(s)

(MSA -1874)

4548

Frederick County Circuit Court
Received:

8/8/2008

Approved:

9/5/2008

Certificate No's:

4814

Howard County Circuit Court
Received:

4/3/2008

Approved:

5/6/2008

Certificate No's:
Received:

4/10/2008

Approved:

5/15/2008

Certificate No's:
Received:

8/18/2008

Approved:

4699

4718

9/5/2008

Certificate No's:

4816

Queen Anne's County Circuit Court
Received:

8/6/2008

Approved:

9/5/2008

Certificate No's:

4813

Wicomico County Circuit Court
Received:

6/24/2008

Approved:

7/22/2008

Certificate No's:
Received:

8/6/2008

Approved:

4788, 4792, 4793, 4794, 4797

9/5/2008

Certificate No's:

2 certificate(s)

(MSA -1880)

4795, 4796

Worcester County Circuit Court
Received:

4/10/2008

Approved:

5/15/2008

Certificate No's:
Received:

6/24/2008

Approved:

All Information from 4/22/2008 to 12/10/2008

(MSA -1855)

1 certificate(s)

(MSA -1875)

4700

7/22/2008

Certificate No's:

1 certificate(s)

4798
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Maryland State Archives
Disposal Certificates Approved
Since Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on 4/28/2008
Total number of certificates approved since Hall of Records Commission meeting = 113
Amount of record material approved for disposal since Hall of Records Commission Meeting = 10,389
(shown in clam shell equivalents (CSE). 1 cu. ft. of unprocessed material = 2.42 CSE of processed material.)

All Information from 4/22/2008 to 12/10/2008
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Staff Activities (April 29, 2008 - December 19, 2008)
Maryland State Archives






































































April 29: Kevin Swanson and Erin Cayce met with Dennis Weaver, Clerk of the Circuit Court of Washington County concerning images of marriage
records and redacting social security numbers from images
April 29: Dr. Papenfuse attended a Stakeholders' Roundtable at the Visitor Center, Fort McHenry, concerning the Battle of Baltimore
April 30: Mimi Calver and Sasha Lourie attended the State House HVAC update meeting
April 30: Elaine Bachmann and Sasha Lourie met with Matt Lalumia, Chairman of the Artistic Property Commission
May 1: Tim Baker, Richard Richardson, Mike McCormick, and Tony Darden met with Greg Imhof, incoming DGS Police Annapolis Detachment
Commander
May 1: Sasha Lourie participated in a conference call with the Maryland Association of History Museums strategic planning committee
May 2: Tim Baker and Mimi Calver attended a Capital Budget Initiative Meeting
May 2: Rob Schoeberlein attended a meeting of the Baltimore Heritage Area and the Maryland War of 1812 Bicentennial Commission concerning a
plan of action for the War of 1812 Bicentennial
May 4: Dr. Papenfuse attended a farewell brunch in honor of Marty Sullivan, the outgoing Executive Director of the Historic St. Mary's Commission
May 5: Dr. Papenfuse and Tim Baker met with Jerry Klasmeier, Len Foxwell, David Weaver, and Lynn Skerpon of the Comptroller's Office
May 5: Dr. Papenfuse and Jen Hafner met with Aiden Faust concerning the Baltimore City Archives
May 5: Dr. Papenfuse met with Adam Goodheart concerning the Emory Family papers at Poplar Grove in Queen Anne's County
May 5: Rob Schoeberlein attended the Baltimore Book Company auction
May 6: Elaine Bachmann met with Coakley Williams and representatives from Department of General Services concerning executive office spaces in
the State House
May 6: Dr. Papenfuse hosted a tour of the Sands House, House of Delegates Building and the Archives for students and teachers from Boys' Latin
School
May 6: Dr. Papenfuse met with Rock Toewes concerning Annapolis maps
May 7: Nasrolah Rezvan and Barbara Schisler attended R*STARS Annual Closing Training
May 7: Tim Baker, Mimi Calver, Elaine Bachmann, and Sasha Lourie met with Barbara Boumbolis and Laura McWeemey from the Treasurer's
Office concerning insurance
May 9: Dr. Papenfuse met with Governor Martin O'Malley and Albert Small
May 13: Dr. Papenfuse attended the meeting of the Governor's Consulting Commission on the National Register
May 13: Chris Haley met with Delegate Emmett C. Burns, Jr., concerning the Slavery Commission
May 13: Dr. Papenfuse, Mimi Calver, Elaine Bachmann, Sasha Lourie, and Chris Kintzel attended a meeting of the Commission on Artistic Property
May 14: Dr. Papenfuse met with Avery Aisenstark and Elaine Garven
May 14: Elaine Bachmann and Sasha Lourie attended the State House HVAC Meeting
May 14: Kevin Swanson, Kim Moreno, and Joyce Phelps attended the Quarterly Meeting with Scott MacGlashan, Katherine Hager, and Dawn Nock
of the Queen Anne's County Circuit Court
May 14: Dr. Papenfuse met with Bill Pencek
May 15: Elaine Bachmann attended a meeting of the Public Art Commission
May 15: Dr. Papenfuse met with Charles Dagit to discuss Mr. Dagit's book
May 16: Sasha Lourie met with a representative of the John G. Lee Company concerning landscaping and ADA plan for the Old Treasury Building
May 16: Dr. Papenfuse travelled to Milton, Massachusetts, to examine a potential gift to the Archives from Lilian Randall
May 17: Chris Haley attended the Fifth Annual Alex Haley Celebrity Golf Tournament Gala and Auction
May 17: John Gartrell attended the Morgan State University Class of 1958 celebration dinner
May 19: Mimi Calver and Elaine Bachmann met with John Greenwalt Lee, representatives from the Department of General Services, and
representatives from the Maryland Historical Trust concerning the Old Treasury Building
May 19: Sasha Lourie attended a Quarterly Board Meeting of the Maryland Association of History Museums
May 19: Tim Baker and Kim Moreno met with Richard Herring for a tour of the State Records Center
May 19: Nasrolah Rezvan and Barbara Schisler attended the Minority Business Enterprise Quarterly Meeting
May 19: Wei Yang, Reggie Shorter, and Kim Moreno attended the Information Technology Advisory Council, at which Kim Moreno gave a
presentation on the Archives' Records Management web site
May 20: Richard Richardson attended an Agency Personnel Managers Meeting
May 20: Dr. Papenfuse met with Terra Boyle of WAMU concerning a program on the City of Annapolis
May 20: Dr. Papenfuse, Tim Baker, and Jen Hafner met with Rick Binetti and representatives from the Department of Public Safety and Correctional
Services concerning a scanning project
May 21: Tim Baker and Elaine Bachmann met with Vicki Gruber, Matt Gallagher, and Kristin Jones concerning State House renovations
May 22: Richard Richardson attended the 2008 SERMA Risk Management Conference
May 22: Dr. Papenfuse met with Steve Ziger concerning the Masonic Lodge
May 28: Elaine Bachmann and Sasha Lourie met with Jeremy Rosendale and representatives of the Department of General Services concerning
fixtures in executive offices
May 28: Dr. Papenfuse and Sasha Lourie met with Peter Pearre, providing him a tour of the State House
May 28: Chris Haley participated in a telephone conference call with the Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad Work Group
May 28: Elaine Bachmann attended the State House HVAC progress meeting
May 28: Tim Baker, Wei Yang, and Reggie Shorter attended a meeting concerning EMC, eDiscovery and Search Capabilities, Records Management,
and Retention Policy Development
May 28: Mimi Calver, Elaine Bachmann, and Sasha Lourie attended a State House Projects Coordinators meeting
May 29: Dr. Papenfuse attended a meeting concerning the Scottish Rite Temple
May 29: Chris Haley met with Jesse Buggs, Grants Administrator for the City of Bowie, concerning the NPS grant, "Research and Interpretation
Development for the Belair-At-Bowie Flight in Freedom"
May 30: Elaine Bachmann and Sasha Lourie met with James Mathews, Residence Manager of Government House
June 2: Kevin Swanson, Jill Kautz, and Joe Leizear met with John Kearns, Department of Veterans Affairs
June 4: Tim Baker, Wei Yang, Reggie Shorter, and Kara Carter participated in a telephone conference call with the Department of Business and
Economic Development concerning the website mdelect.net
June 5: Dr. Papenfuse, Elaine Bachmann, and Sasha Lourie met with Burt and Tricia Kummerow of HistoryWorks
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 June 6: Elaine Bachmann attended the Dockside Emporium in Chestertown, signing copies of her book "While A Tree Grew: The Story of
Maryland's Wye Oak"
 June 9: Tim Baker, Elaine Bachmann, and Sasha Lourie met with Lieutenant Thompson at the Annapolis State Police Barracks
 June 9: Sasha Lourie attended a strategic planning committee meeting of the Maryland Association of History Museums
 June 11: Elaine Bachmann and Sasha Lourie attended the State House HVAC progress meeting
 June 11: Dr. Papenfuse, Tim Baker, and Elaine Bachmann met with representatives of the Maryland Society Sons of the American Revolution
 June 11: Dr. Papenfuse and Tim Baker met with Delegate John Wood concerning a Souvenir Album of the General Assembly of Maryland Session
1898
 June 11: Dr. Papenfuse, Tim Baker, Elaine Bachmann, and Chris Kintzel met with Rob Rogers, Maryland Historical Society concerning a joint agency
task force
 June 12: Dr. Papenfuse attended the reception and lecture at the Central Library, celebrating the publication of Here Lies Jim Crow: Civil Rights in
Maryland
 June 13: Elaine Bachmann and Sasha Lourie met with Colm O'Comartun and Jeremy Rosendale from the Office of the Governor concerning
redecoration of the Executive Suite
 June 16: Cecelia Smith attended the 1008 Annual Retirement Coordinators Meeting
 June 16: Dr. Papenfuse met with Senate President Mike Miller concerning State House renovations
 June 16: Dr. Papenfuse, Tim Baker, Wei Yang, and Kim Moreno met with Elliot Schlanger, Chief Information Officer for the Department of Budget
and Management
 June 16: Elaine Bachmann attended a reception at The Mitchell Gallery for the opening of the exhibit "Goldsborough Family Portraits"
 June 17: Richard Richardson attended a Personnel Managers Meeting
 June 17: Elaine Bachmann attended a Coakley Williams reception
 June 17: Dr. Papenfuse met with Adam Goodheart concerning the Poplar Grove project
 June 18: Wei Yang attended the Verizon Maryland Users Education Technology Conference
 June 18: Dr. Papenfuse and Rob Schoeberlein met with Katherine Burke concerning vintage photographs
 June 18: Richard Richardson and Cecelia Smith attended the Retirement Dinner for Fred Ramsey, Director of Employee Relations, Office of
Personnel Services and Benefits
 June 19: Kim Moreno, Joyce Phelps, and Jill Kautz met with Eric Woznysmith, Baltimore City Department of Transportation, concerning the
scanning of aperture cards
 June 19: Elaine Bachmann and Sasha Lourie met with Dick Libby, a vexillologist, concerning the Shaw Flag
 June 20: Dr. Papenfuse, Tim Baker, and Kim Moreno met with Lynn Skerpon, John Salmon, and David Weaver of the Comptroller's Office; and
Grace Connolly and other Registers and members of the technical committee of the Register of Wills Association concerning permanent maintenance
of Registers of Wills records
 June 20: Kevin Swanson met with Barbara Hansman concerning outstanding MdLandRec issues
 June 20: Dr. Papenfuse, Tim Baker, Sasha Lourie, and Chris Kintzel participated in a telephone conference with Bill Christens-Barry, Roger Easton,
Michael Toth, and Fenella France concerning palimpsest
 June 24: Tim Baker, Kevin Swanson, and Kim Moreno met with the Rules Committee of the Judiciary concerning access to public records
 June 24: Dr. Papenfuse met with Sarah Spangler, Channel 2 News, concerning the Poplar Grove project
 June 24: Nasrolah Rezvan attended a Managing for Results training session
 June 25: Dr. Papenfuse met with Ross Kimmel for a tour of the Woodmont Rod and Gun Club
 June 25: Chris Haley participated in a telephone conference call with the Office of Tourism and Development concerning Harriet Tubman
 June 25: Nasrolah Rezvan attended a Budget Overview training session
 June 25: Wei Yang, Scott Boze, and Kevin Swanson met with Barbara Hansman and Martin Edwards concerning the transfer of MdLandRec and Plats
maintenance responsibilities to the Judiciary Information Systems
 June 25: Elaine Bachmann attended the State House HVAC progress meeting
 June 25: Tim Baker, Elaine Bachmann, and Sasha Lourie met with Kay Hyland, Joe Pitruzzella, Tom Genetti, and Bernie Fox concerning the Capitol
Budget and a tour of the State House
 June 27: Kara Carter attended the Statewide Web Managers meeting
 June 30: Richard Richardson met with Torey Anderson, Recruitment Account Executive for the Baltimore Examiner
 June 30: Sasha Lourie met with Vicki Gruber, Henry Johnson, and Doug Dawson concerning the ceiling in the Senate Lounge
 July 1: Sasha Lourie met with Sam Shropshire, Annapolis City Council, and two representatives from the Marines 25th Regiment Battalion
concerning an exhibit in the State House
 July 1: Dr. Papenfuse met with Lou Panos concerning photographs
 July 2: Chris Haley, John Gartrell, Maya Davis, and Ryan Cox attended a tour of African American history in Annapolis
 July 3: Sasha Lourie and Chris Kintzel participated in a telephone conference call with the Exhibition and Loans Committee of the Artistic Property
Commission
 July 7: Sasha Lourie and Chris Kintzel met with Dr. Joyce Hill Stoner concerning conservation of William Paca portrait
 July 7: Sasha Lourie and Chris Kintzel met wtih Mary McGinn concerning conservation of William Pitt portrait
 July 8: Sasha Lourie and Chris Kintzel conducted research at the Yale University Art Gallery, examining John Trumbull drawings and Theodor Sizer
papers
 July 8: Elaine Bachmann met with James Abbott, Curator of the Evergreen House
 July 9: Sasha Lourie and Chris Kintzel picked up from Lilian Randall in Milton, MA, a 19th century House of Delegates desk and other manuscripts
which she donated to the Maryland State Archives
 July 9: Sasha Lourie and Chris Kintzel conducted research on the State House at Yale University
 July 9-11: Cecelia Smith attended the EEO Officers and ADA Coordinators Retreat
 July 9: Dr. Papenfuse met with Chief Judge Bell
 July 9: Elaine Bachmann attended the Coakley Williams House progress meeting
 July 9: Dr. Papenfuse met with Judge Sause and Scott MacGlashan
 July 9: Tim Baker and Kim Moreno met with Bruce Eikenberg concerning goals and expectations for the IPER Summit
 July 9: Chris Haley met with Shannon Shird concerning family genealogy in St. Mary's County
 July 10: Sasha Lourie attended a Coordination Meeting for wiring in the State House
 July 11: Elaine Bachmann and Sasha Lourie met with Beth Twiss Houting and Polly McKenna Cress concerning State House exhibit content
development
 July 14: David Hildebrand, Maryland Humanities Council presented a lecture to staff and interns on "Music in Early Maryland"
 July 15: Richard Richardson attended the Agency Personnel Managers Meeting
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 July 15: Elaine Bachmann and Sasha Lourie met with Tom Podnar from the McKay Lodge Conservation Laboratory
 July 16: Elaine Bachmann and Sasha Lourie attended a State House Working Group meeting
 July 17: Dr. Papenfuse met with Hall Worthington and Paul Davis, Sons of the Revolution, concerning the Washington document
 July 18: Elaine Bachmann met with the Conservation Staff of the Winterthur Museum,, and attended a lender's reception of the opening of the
exhibition "Silversmiths to the Nation"
 July 21-22: Tim Baker and Vicki Lee attended the Council of State Archivists IPER Project Needs Assessment Conference
 July 23-25: Tim Baker and Kim Moreno attended the Council of State Archivists and National Association of Government Archives and Records
Administrators Annual Conference
 July 23: Elaine Bachmann met with Kerri Wojciechowski, Alex Castro, and Sande Riesett of House of Ruth concerning a temporary exhibit in the
Miller Senate Office Building
 July 23: Kevin Swanson attended a meeting on personal identifiers in court records held by the General Court Administration Subcommittee of the
Rules Committee
 July 23: Dr. Papenfuse met with Hollis Thoms concerning Cipriano Ferrandini and the Baltimore Plot
 July 24: Dr. Papenfuse met with Chip Adomanis concerning the Teaching American History program for Washington County
 July 25: Maria Day met with Mary Margaret Goodwin concerning a donation to the Archives
 July 29: Elaine Bachmann met with Jane Lawrence and Eva Carson of Paint Annapolis concerning a tour of Government House
 July 29: Dr. Papenfuse met with Alan Blumberg concerning a map discovery
 July 30: Kim Moreno, Carrie Gross, Jill Kautz, and Frank Patnaude met with Shirley Massenburg, Robert Sears, Dana Riley, Betty Ann Blanchard,
Bob Cicconetti, Judith Behm, and Dorothy Smith from the Department of Natural Resources concerning their Critical Area Commission digitization
project
 July 31: Owen Lourie went to the National Archives to conduct research on Lincoln's Walk in Annapolis
 July 31: Richard Richardson and Teresa Fawley attended a Train-the-Trainer session on the Performance Planning and Evaluation Program
 August 5: Chris Haley participated in a tour of Annapolis with Judy Cabral of the Kunte Kinte - Alex Haley Foundation
 August 6: Rob Schoeberlein attended a meeting of the Maryland History and Culture Collaborative
 August 6: Sasha Lourie attended the State House HVAC progress meeting
 August 7: Chris Haley, John Gartrell, Maya Davis, and Ryan Cox participated in a tour of historical sites in Bowie
 August 12: Elaine Bachmann met with representatives of the Maryland Historical Trust and Direct Dimensions to review 3D scans of the Old Senate
Chamber
 August 12: Joe Leizear and Frank Patnaude met with Paul Prozialeck of Maryland Veterans Affairs
 August 12: Elaine Bachmann and Mimi Calver met with Vicki Gruber from Senate President Miller's Office concerning the State House
 August 13: Dr. Papenfuse and Tim Baker met with Jerry Cohn and Avery Aisenstark, providing a tour of the Ordnance Road Warehouse
 August 14: Dr. Papenfuse met with Paul Musselwhite concerning Maryland Colonial Towns research
 August 14: Dr. Papenfuse, Tim Baker, Elaine Bachmann, and Sasha Lourie provided a tour of the State House and Old Treasury Building to Al
Luckenbach



August 18: Wei Yang, Reggie Shorter, and Tony Darden met with Michael Kortum and representatives from the State Board of Elections concerning
pre-election drills and use of Archives facilities for their equipment





August 19: Dr. Papenfuse and Elaine Bachmann met with Colm O'Comartun of the Governor's Office
August 19: Dr. Papenfuse, Elaine Bachmann, and Sasha Lourie met with Reverend Dick Libby concerning the John Shaw Flag



















August 21: Dr. Papenfuse met with Grace Connolly and David Hayes of the Baltimore County Register of Wills Office
August 22: Kim Moreno met with Phyllis Pritchett for a tour of the Howard County Records Center
August 22: Dr. Papenfuse met with Rebecca Gunby of the Baltimore City Archives concerning transmittal sheets
August 22: Chris Haley met with Phebe McPherson, Patti White, and Lee Anderson concerning a documentary on Race Relation in the Church in
Maryland
August 26: Dr. Papenfuse met with Grace Connolly of the Baltimore County Register of Wills Office concerning a presentation to the Registers of
Wills Association
August 27: Dr. Papenfuse met with Bill Schwartz of the Baltimore County Register of Wills Office concerning scanned images
August 27: Kevin Swanson and Joyce Phelps attended the quarterly meeting with representatives of the Queen Anne's County Circuit Court
August 27: Elaine Bachmann, Sasha Lourie, and Chris Kintzel met with Jeremy Rosendale concerning early 20th century panoramic prints of
Baltimore City for the Governor's Office
August 27: Dr. Papenfuse met with Kelly Schrum and Jack Censer from the Center for History and New Media for a tour of George Mason University
August 28: Dr. Papenfuse met with Secretary Collins, Department of General Services concerning the State of the State House
August 28: Dr. Papenfuse met with Nancy Lee Jewell of the Kent County Register of Wills Office concerning scanning
August 28: Dr. Papenfuse met with Adam Goodheart of Washington College conerning the Poplar Grove project
September 2: Tim Baker, Kevin Swanson, and Kim Moreno met with Larry Swift, Carol Elbright, Maureen Kavanaugh, Tim Palmer, Ed
Schmidbauer, and Chris Sklar concerning scanning and making available historic maps








September 3: Rob Schoeberlein met with Lillian Jenifer concerning a possible conservation project and to retrieve a donation from Lisa Montanarelli
September 3: Dr. Papenfuse and Kim Moreno met with Ari Friedman, Elaine Garven, and Avery Aisenstark concerning logistics and details for the
move of the Baltimore City Archives
September 3: Sasha Lourie attended the State House HVAC progress meeting
September 3: Richard Richardson and Cecelia Smith met with Steve Vasbinder from the Office of Personnel Services and Benefits concerning a
Contractual Audit




September 4: Kim Moreno met with Paula Ebnet of the Department of Information Technology concerning retention schedule development







September 8: Kim Moreno and James Watson met with John Walker of the Community College of Baltimore County concerning appraisal of campus
building plans, utilities, and sites for a potential digitization project
September 8: Emily Squires and Chris Haley met with Jen Simon of TD Bank concerning a Foundation Grant opportunity
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 September 9: Elaine Bachmann attended a meeting of the Rules and Regulations Task Force for the Maryland Public Arts Program
 September 9: Kim Moreno met with Dick Kahn of the Comptroller's Office concerning Register of Wills images and data transfer
 September 9: Kim Moreno and Carrie Gross met with Shirley Massenburg of the Department of Natural Resources concerning retention schedule
revision and an update on their scanning project






September 10: Richard Richardson attended the 2008/2009 Maryland Charity Campaign Kick Off Event
September 11: Nasrolah Rezvan attended the Minority Business Enterprise Quarterly Meeting
September 13: Dr. Papenfuse participated in the Historic St. Mary's City Commission Board Meeting
September 13: Maya Davis attended the Smithsonian National Museum of African American History and Culture's "Save our African American
Treasures" event











September 14: Dr. Papenfuse presented a lecture on "Religious Toleration in an Intolerant World: The Maryland Act of Toleration, 1649" at the
Baltimore Basilica
September 16: Dr. Papenfuse and Mimi Calver met with John Guild of the Historic Annapolis Foundation
September 17: Dr. Papenfuse participated in the Registers of Wills Association meeting
September 17: Tim Baker, Elaine Bachmann, and Sasha Lourie attended the State House Projects Coordination Group Meeting
September 18: Maria Day met with Mary Margaret Goodwin concerning special collections
September 18: Kim Moreno co-presented with Richard Herring a lecture on Records Management
September 18: Chris Haley, John Gartrell, and Maya Davis met with Ken Day of Maryland Public Television concerning slavery in Annapolis






September 19: Kevin Swanson and Nancy Bramucci met with Barbara Hansman of the Administrative Office of the Courts concerning the rollout of
MdLandRec.net Version 3
September 20: Sasha Lourie attended the Quarterly Board and Strategic Planning Meetings of the Maryland Association of History Museums













September 23-24: Chris Kintzel attended the Conservation Center for Arts and Historic Artifacts' conference "A Space Odyssey: Storage Strategies
for Cultural Collections"
September 23: Dr. Papenfuse and Mimi Calver met with William Hemsley concerning the Poplar Grove collection
September 24: Dr. Papenfuse, Tim Baker, Emily Squires, Rob Schoeberlein, and Maria Day met with Adam Goodheart, William Hemsley, and James
Wood concerning the Poplar Grove project
September 25: Elaine Bachmann met with Carol Williams of Uhuru Quilters Guild to view a potential exhibit area for Black History Month
September 25: Rob Schoeberlein met with Clifford Murphy of the Maryland State Arts Council concerning special collections
September 25: Chris Haley, John Gartrell, and Maya Davis attended the Diversity Fair of the Maryland Judiciary
September 25: Dr. Papenfuse and Elaine Bachmann met with Diane Giannini concerning Charles County Courthouse Collection
September 26: Vicki Lee met with Fenella France of the Library of Congress concerning a case for the Washington Document













September 29: Wei Yang attended the Information Technology Advisory Council meeting
September 30: Kim Moreno and Doris Byrne met with Rebecca Gunby of the Baltimore City Archives
September 30: Dr. Papenfuse met with Senate President Mike Miller concerning the State House Trust
September 30: Chris Kintzel and Jenn Cruickshank met with Jane Cox concerning the loan of items to the National Museum of Natural History
October 1: Sasha Lourie attended the State House HVAC progress meeting
October 1: Kim Moreno and Doris Byrne met with representatives of the Transportation Authority to conduct an assessment of bridge and tolls
materials
October 1: Chris Haley met with Delegate Emmett Burns concerning the Legacy of Slavery Commission
October 1: Sasha Lourie attended a meeting concerning State House low-voltage wiring
October 2: Dr. Papenfuse met with Speaker of the House of Delegates Mike Busch concerning the State House Trust




October 2: Dr. Papenfuse spoke with Joanna Hanes-Lahr concerning a North Carolina land patent




October 3: Kim Moreno met with Phyllis Pritchett, Sheila Tolliver, and Eddie Rooks of Howard County, providing them a tour of the Archives



























October 7-8: Tim Baker and Wei Yang attended the National Archives and Records Administration conference on "Partnerships in Innovation II:
From Vision to Reality and Beyond"
October 8: Chris Haley met with Lois Miller concerning the Kinte-Haley Foundation, and African-American genealogy and history
October 9: Elaine Bachmann attended a meeting of the Maryland Public Arts Program
October 9: Teresa Fawley attended an Inventory Standards Users Meeting held by the Department of Transportation
October 14: Sasha Lourie met with Suzanne Pentz, Matt Dow, and Katie Stojsavljevic of Keast & Hood concerning a structural assessment of the
State House
October 14: Chris Haley met with Connie Maynard concerning her Free Black database for Anne Arundel County
October 14: Elaine Bachmann met with Aaron Bryant, curator of the exhibit "Most Daring Dream"
October 15: Elaine Bachmann met with Governor Marvin Mandel
October 15: Sasha Lourie attended the State House HVAC progress meeting
October 16-17: Vicki Lee attended the Guild of Book Workers 27th Seminar on Standards of Excellence
October 16: Kim Moreno and James Watson met with Betty Seifert of Jefferson Patterson Park concerning scanning original drawings by Gertrude
Sawyer
October 16: Elaine Bachmann and Sasha Lourie met with Mark Schneidman of the Department of General Services concerning the Old House of
Delegates Chamber
October 17: Elaine Bachmann met with Vicki Gruber
October 17: Dr. Papenfuse met with Jerry Cohn of Southern Steel Shelving
October 17: Dr. Papenfuse met with Rebecca Gunby of the Baltimore City Archives
October 20: Kim Moreno met with Rebecca Gunby of the Baltimore City Archives concerning the list of items to be temporarily transferred to the
Archives
October 20: Wei Yang attended the Information Technology Advisory Council meeting
October 20: Chris Haley met with Teri Winslow of the Capital Gazette concerning the Utopia Film Festival
October 21: Richard Richardson attended the Agency Personnel Management Meeting
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 October 21: Dr. Papenfuse, Tim Baker, Elaine Bachmann, and Nasrolah Rezvan met with Flora Arabo of the Department of Legislative Services







October 22:
October 23:
October 23:
October 23:

Sasha Lourie met with Michael Day of the Maryland Historical Trust for an examination of the ceiling in the Old Senate Chamber
Rob Schoeberlein viewed the private collection of Theresa Michel
Dr. Papenfuse and Tim Baker met with Jamie Campbell and Stephen Shaw of Merritt Properties concerning warehouses
Jenn Cruickshank attended a Library of Congress seminar on "Recent Research in Daguerreotypes at George Eastman House"


















October 24: Maria Day met with Judge Sause and Scott MacGlashan of Queen Anne's County concerning Church Records
October 24: Elaine Bachmann and Sasha Lourie attended a luncheon for Maryland Museum Directors and Curators
October 25: Jenn Cruickshank particiapted in the 2008 Angels Project of the Washington DC Historical Society, rehousing textile collections of the
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries
October 27: Reggie Shorter assisted representatives from the State Board of Elections in setting up their disaster recovery site in preparation for
Election Day
October 27: Chris Haley and Matt Davis attended the City of Annapolis Council Meeting to show the Council and citizens the work of the Legacy of
Slavery that was funded by the City of Annapolis
October 29: Elaine Bachmann and Mimi Calver met with Jeremy Rosendale and Sam Cook of the Department of General Services concerning an
event in the State House
October 29: Chris Haley participated in a telephone conference call with the Harriet Tubman Discovery Center Working Group
October 29: Jen Hafner attended a Law Library Association of Maryland seminar on Web 2.0 Technology
October 30: Elaine Bachmann and Sasha Lourie met with Colm O'Comartun of the Governor's Office
October 30: Dr. Papenfuse participated in an MLA Advisory Board Meeting
October 30: Elaine Bachmann and Sasha Lourie met with Reverend Dick Libby concerning the Shaw Flag





October 31: Dr. Papenfuse and Kim Moreno met with Dianne McWilliams of the St. Mary's County Register of Wills concerning digitizing records
October 31: Chris Haley met with Carol Youmans concerning Black literature












November 3: Dr. Papenfuse met with Dennis Weaver, Clerk of the Circuit Court for Washington County
November 3: Teresa Fawley and Cecelia Smith attended a meeting on the Maryland Commission on Indian Affairs Program
November 5: Dr. Papenfuse, Tim Baker, Kevin Swanson, Jill Kautz, Kim Moreno, Wei Yang, Reggie Shorter, and Nancy Bramucci participated in the
Land Record Access Committee meeting, providing a demonstration of MdLandRec Version 3.
November 6: Dr. Papenfuse met with Bradley Markowitz concerning Maryland History and Museum Studies
November 6: Dr. Papenfuse met with Rob Rogers of the Maryland Historical Society concerning the joint agency task force
November 6: Dr. Papenfuse, Tim Baker, Elaine Bachmann, Sasha Lourie, and Chris Kintzel participated in the Fall Meeting of the Artistic Property
Commission
November 7-8: Maria Day, Amber Robinson, and Sarah Patterson attended the Mid-Atlantic Regional Archives Conference






















November 7: Dr. Papenfuse and Tim Baker met with Jamie Campbell and Stephen Shaw of Merritt Properties to view possible future locations for an
Archives storage area
November 12: Tim Baker, Richard Richardson, Wei Yang, Kevin Swanson, Kim Moreno, Joe Leizear, and Nancy Bramucci attended a demonstration
of records inventory software conducted by Bill Mossburg of InfoLink
November 12: Maya Davis attended a strategic planning meeting for the Carter G. Woodson Home
November 13: Kim Moreno, Nancy Bramucci, and Rob Schoeberlein met with Angelita Plemmer and Jason Clark of the Court Information Office
concerning archiving digital images
November 17: Elaine Bachmann and Mimi Calver met with David Smith of Capital City Colonials concerning the Gala Dinner on December 22
November 18: Richard Richardson and Teresa Fawley attended an Agency Personnel Managers Meeting
November 18: Chris Haley met with Mr. and Mrs. David Tracey concerning a 1940's era charcoal drawing of a sea scene signed by Alex Haley
November 18: Dr. Papenfuse attended the Reception celebrating the Opening of the Albert H. Small Documents Gallery, and the Gala Reception
celebrating the reopening of the National Museum of American History at the Smithsonian Institution
November 19: Chris Haley and Maya Davis attended the Maryland Office of Tourism Development's Underground Railroad: Maryland's Network to
Freedom 2008 Workshop
November 19: Richard Richardson and Christine Alvey attended the State Depository meeting
November 19: Kim Moreno met with Dick Kann of the Comptroller's Office concerning the Register of Wills digitization project
November 19: Tim Baker, Elaine Bachmann, and Sasha Lourie attended the State House Porjects Coordination Group meeting
November 19: Nancy Bramucci and Kara Carter attended the Statewide Web Managers Workshop
November 19: Dr. Papenfuse met with Mary Ryan, Mike Johnson, and Phil Morgan of Johns Hopkins University concerning Archives collections




November 24: Wei Yang attended the Information Technology Advisory Council meeting






November 24: Sasha Lourie attended a strategic planning meeting of the Maryland Association of History Museums
November 26: Sasha Lourie attended the State House HVAC Progress Meeting
December 1: Rob Schoeberlein viewed the private papers of the Michel Family of Frederick














December 2: Dr. Papenfuse, Tim Baker, Sasha Lourie, and Vicki Lee met with Fenella France and Eric Hansen at the Library Congress concerning the
presentation case for the George Washington document
December 3: Dr. Papenfuse, Tim Baker, Elaine Bachmann, Sasha Lourie, and Mimi Calver participated in a meeting of the Maryland Historical Trust
to review the John G. Lee report on the Old Senate Chamber
December 3: Cecelia Smith attended the Maryland State Retirement Agency Employer Payroll Education Workshop
December 3: Chris Haley participated in a meeting of the Creative Annapolis Task Force to examine the value of art and culture in our lives and on
the Annapolis economy
December 3: Dr. Papenfuse attended the 30th Anniversary Celebration of the Medical Archives
December 3: Richard Richardson and Rob Schoeberlein attended the Preview Reception of the Maryland Historical Society's exhibit Mason and
Dixon & the Defining of America
December 4: Elaine Bachmann met with Secretary Edgerley, Hannah Byron, and Andrea Vernot of the Department of Business and Economic
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Development for a tour of the Secretary's offices
 December 4: Cecelia Smith and Chris Haley attended the Equal Employment Opportunity Luncheon
 December 4: Dr. Papenfuse, Richard Richardson, and Emily Squires met with Kenneth Cohen of St. Mary's College of Maryland concerning
Revolutionary America
 December 4: Jenn Cruickshank attended the Library of Congress lecture When the WHole is Greater than the Parts: a Holistic Approach to
Preservation Exhibition
 December 4: Jenn Cruickshank attended the Washington Conservation Guild Holiday Party and Tips Session








December 5: Dr. Papenfuse and Mimi Calver met with Hollis Thoms and Dr. Phillip Allen concerning the Fulbright Reception to follow the
performance of The Moustache on February 15, 2009
December 5: Chris Haley and Emily Squires met with Rob Worley, President of Metro DC Region TD Bank, concerning possible support for Legacy
of Slavery in Maryland projects
December 8: Chris Haley participated in a telephone conference call with the Harriet Tubman Discovery Center
December 11: Chris Haley and Maya Davis met with representatives of the Anne Arundel County Public Schools Social Studies Office to assist in
planning for a Black History Month event
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The Annapolis City Charter
November 22, 1708

Celebrating 300 Years of
Elected Government in Annapolis

Prepared by the
Maryland State Archives
April 2006

The Charter of the City of Annapolis
“Anne, by the Grace of God, of Greate Brittain, France, and Ireland, and the
Dominions thereunto belonging, Queen, Defender of the faith, &c. To all
and singular our faithfull subjects within our Province of Maryland, Greeting,
whereas, there is a very pleasant, healthful and comodius place for trade, by
act of the Generall Assembly of this our Province, laid out for a towne and
porte, called Annapolis, in honour of us, which said towne and porte, hath in
few years (especially, since the accession of our trusty and well beloved John
Seymour, Esq., our Capt. Generall and Governour-in-Chiefe, of this our
Province, to the Government thereof,) very considerably encresed in the
number of its inhabitants as well as buildings, both public and private, soe
that it excelleth all other townes and ports in our said province, and for that
our present seate of Goverment, within our province aforesaid, is fixed att
the said porte and towne, whereby the same is become the chiefe mart of the
whole countrey, wee, being willing to encourage all our good and faithfull subjects as well att present,
resideing and inhabitting, or which hereafter shall, or may inhabitt, or reside within the said porte of
Annapolis, of our Royall Grace, good will, and meer motion with the advice of our Councill, in our said
province, have thought fitt, and doe by these our letters pattents, constitute and erect the said towne and
porte of Annapolis, together with the circuits and presincts thereof, includeing the lands heretofore laid out
for the said towne and porte of Annapolis, publick pasture, and towne common together, with the River and
Creeks adjacient, into a Citty, by the name of the Citty of Annapolis, and doe grant to the inhabitants of the
said Citty that the same Citty shall be incorporated a Citty, consisting of a Mayor, one person learned in the
law, stiled, and bearing the office of Recorder, of the said Citty, and six Aldermen, and tenn other persons to
be Common Councillmen, of the said Citty, which said Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen, and Common
Councillmen shall be a body incorporate, and one community forever in right, and by the name of Mayor,
Recorder, Aldermen, and Common Councill, of said Citty of Annapolis, shall be able and capable to sue and
be sued att law, and to act and execute, doe and performe as a body incorporate, which shall have succession
forever, and to that end to have a common seale, and that Amos Garrett, Esqr., one of the inhabitants of the
said Citty, shall for the present be, and be named Mayor of the said Citty, for the ensueing year, and Wornell
Hunt, Esqr., Recorder thereof, and William Bladen, John Freeman, Benjamin Fordham, Evan Jones, Tho.
Boardley, and Josiah Willson, Esqrs., inhabitants of the said citty, shall be Aldermen thereof, soo long as they
shall well behave themselves therein, haveing first taken and subscribed the test and severall oaths for security
of the Govenment, as by Law established and allsoe the oath appointed by us or our present Governour, to
be taken by the Mayor, Recorder, and Aldermen of the Citty of Annapolis, aforesaid; Which shall be
administered to them by our Governour-in-Chiefe, keeper of the greate seale of this our province for the time
being, or by such other person or persons as wee, our heirs and successors, or our Gov. aforesaid, for the
time being, shall, from time to time, authorize and appoint to administer the same, and wee grant that the said
Mayor, Recorder, and Aldermen, or the Major parte of them shall ellect and choose some others of the most
sufficient of the inhabitants of the said City, being freemen thereof, to be of the Common Councill of the
said City, for soe long time as they shall well behave themselves, and to perpetuate the succession of the said
Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen, and Common Councill in all times to come, wee doo grant, that, for the future,
they shall assemble in some convenient place in the said citty, upon the feast day of St. Michaell, the
Archangell, in every year, and shall ellect and choose by the Major vote of such of them as shall be then
present, one other of the Aldermen of the said citty, for the time being, to be Mayor of the said citty, for the
ensuing year, and upon decease or removeall of the said Mayor, of the said citty, for the time being, or upon
any decease, or deceasses, removeall, or removealls, of the said Recorder, or Aldermen, or any of them, or
within one month, after such respective decease, or deceases, removeall, or removealls, the residue of the said
Aldermen, together with the said Mayor, or if he shall be living or the major part of them whom shall at a set
time by them to be appointed within ye said citty and presincts ellect and nominate some other person or

persons to be Mayor, Recorder, Alderman or Aldermen of the said Citty in the place and places of such
person or persons soe deceased or removed respectively as the case shall require soe as the said mayor to be
Ellected and nominated to be att the time of such Ellection and nominaion actually one of the Aldermen of
the said Citty and soe as the said Recorder soe to be Ellected and nominated, be a person learned in the law,
soe as the said Alderman or Aldermen soe to be Ellected and nominated be actually att the time of such
Ellection and Nominacion of the Common Councill of the said City, the said Mayor, Recorder, or Alderman,
or Aldermen, soe to be Ellected and Nominated, first Takeing the severall and Respective Oaths before
mencioned to be appointed as aforesaid, and shall likewise then fill up by the Election of the free Voters of
the said Citty, out of and from among the Inhabitants and freeholders of the said Citty, the full number of
tenn persons to be Common Councillmen; and that the said persons hereby appointed and named or
hereafter to be Elected and nominated mayor, Recorder, or Aldermen, be Justices of the peace within the City
presincts and liberties thereof, having first taken the oaths usually appointed to be taken by the Justice of the
Peace, the said Mayor, Recorder, and Aldermen hereby named and appointed or hereafter to be Elected,
nominated, or any three of them, whereof the said Mayor or Recorder, for the time being, shall be one, shall
have, within the presincts of said Citty, full power and authority to make Constables and other nessessary
officers, and to rule, order, and govern the inhabitants thereof, as justices of the peace, are or shall be
authorized to doe, and shall have power to execute all the Laws, Ordinances, and Statutes, in that behalfe,
made as fully and amply as if they were authorized thereto, by express, commission, named therein, willing
and commanding that noe other justices of the peace or quorum within our said county or province, doe att
any time hereafter, take upon them or any of them to execute the office of a justice of peace within the said
Citty, or in the presincts thereof; notwithstanding any comission at large, authoriseing them thereunto,
saveing the authority and jurisdiction of her majesties’ justices of oyer and terminer and Goale deliver, now or
hereafter to be assigned, dureing the time of their holdeing their severall respective Courts in the said Citty,
and further wee will and grant unto said Mayor, Recorder, and Common Councill of said Citty, for the time
being, full power and authority, after the space of six years, to ellect a Sherriff for said Citty, but that untill
then the Sherriff of Anne Arundell county for the time being, shall be Sherriff of the said county and to
make, order, and appoint such by-laws and ordinances among themselves, for the regulacion and good
Government of Trade and other matters exigences and things within the said Citty and presincts, as to them,
or the major parte, shall seem meet to be consonant to reason and not contrary, but as near as conveniently
may be agreeable, to the Laws and Statutes now in force, which said Bye-laws, shall be observed, kept, and
performed by all manner of persons, Tradeing and Resideing within the said Citty, under such reasonable
pains, penallties, and forfeitures, as shall be imposed by the said Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen, and Common
Councillmen, or the major parte of them then assembled from time to time, not exceeding forty shillings
sterling, the said pains, penaltys and forfeitures to be raised by distress, and sale of the goods of such person
offending, and to be employed for the publick benefitt of the said Citty att their discression; and further, wee
doo grant and give full power, lycence, previllidge, and authority, to the Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen, and
Common Councillmen of the said Citty, for the time being, and their successors forever, and alsoe all freeholders of the said Citty, that is to say, all persons owneing a whole lott of land with a house built thereon,
according to law, and all persons actually resideing and inhabitting in the said Citty, haveing a visable estate of
the vallue of twenty pounds sterling, att the least, and likewise, all persons hereafter who shall serve five years
to any trade within this Citty, and shall, after the expiracion of their time, be actually housekeepers and
inhabitants in the same, to send two cittizens and delegates to every one of our assembly or assemblys,
hereafter to be held, or att any time or times, hereafter to be called, to be held for this, our said Province of
Maryland, to be ellected and chosen out of the inhabitants, actually being and resideing within the said Citty,
haveing a freehold or visable estate of the vallue of twenty pounds sterling therein, by said Mayor, Recorder,
Aldermen, Common Councillmen, Freeholders, and Freemen as aforesaid, or the major parte of them being
present, by virtue of our writt or writts of action to be sent to them for that purpose, which said writt or
writts, wee doe hereby grant, shall be issued out and sent to the said Mayor, Recorder, and Aldermen, soe
often as occasion shall require; provided, that all such ellector or voters as aforesaid, doe take an oath to be
true to the interest of the said Citty before they be admitted to such vote; and provided, alsoe, and att all
times after the end of the next Generall Assembly, to be held for this province, noe Freeman, as aforesaid,
not being a freeholder as aforesaid, shall have the libertie of such vote as aforesaid, until free three months,
after such his freedom obtained; and when hereafter, there shall happen any Generall Assembly to be held,
according as writts shall be sent to the severall and respective counties for ellecting Deputies or Delegates for

their severall and respective counties in this our province of Maryland, wee further grant that the said cittizens
and delegates, by them soe as aforesaid ellected and sent, shall have full and free votes and voices in all and
every of our Generall Assemblys, touching or concerning all matters or things thereto, to be discoursed and
handled as other, the Deputies or Delegates of the severall and respective countys, formerly have had, now
have, or hereafter shall have; and further, wee grant and give lycence to the Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen, and
Common Councill of the said Citty, for the time being, and their successors forever, to have and to hold two
marketts weekly within this said Citty, on every Wednesday and Saturday in the weeke, in some convenient
place to be by them appointed within the presincts Liberties of the said Citty, and alsoe two fairs yearly to be
kept on Munday, otherwise, called St. Phillip and Jacobs Day, and on the feast of St. Michaell, the Archangell,
or on the next Day succeeding, each or either of them, in case they shall happen to fall on the Lord’s Day, for
the sale and vending all mannor of goods, cattle, wares, and merchandizes whatever, on which said fair Days
and first two days before and after all persons comeing to the said fairs together with their cattle, goods,
wares, and merchandizes, and returning thence shall be exanpt and previllidged from any arrest, attachments,
or executions whatsoever, and that the said Mayor and Aldermen shall have power to sett such reasonable
tole upon such goods, cattle, merchandizes, and other comodities as shall be sold therein, respectively as shall
be thought fitt, not exceeding sixpence on every beast sold, and the twentieth parte of the vallue of any
comodity, and shall and may hold a courte of Pypowdry dureing the said fair, for the determinacion of all
controversies and quarrels which may happen therein, according to the usuall course in England, in the like
cases, and wee grant unto them all profitts and perquisits due, incident, and belonging to said markett, fair,
and Courte of Pypowdry; and further wee doe grant that the said Mayor, Recorder, and Aldermen, or any
three or more of them, shall hold a Courte of Hustings within the said Citty where they are hereby
impowered to make proper officers and to sett reasonable fees, not exceeding what are now allowed in the
County Courte, and shall have jurisdiction and hold plea of trespass and Gectment for any lands or
tenements within the said Citty, as alsoe of all writts of dower for the same lands and tenements, and of all
other actions personall and mixt, and as a Courte of Record give judgement and award execucion thereon,
according to the Laws and Statutes of England and this Province; provided, the demand in the said action
personall and mixt exceed not the sume of six pounds, ten shillings sterling, or seventeen hundred pounds of
tobaccoe; and, provided, nevertheless, that any party or partys, plaintiffs or defendants, shall be at their liberty
on good grounds to bring writts of habeas corpus and certiorarie, to remove any plaints from the said
Hustings to the Provinciall Courte of this Province and alsoe to appeale from the judgment of the Mayors, or
bring writts of error att their choice to the Provinciall Courte under such limitacion and regulacion as is
already by the act of Assembly of this Province assigned for prosecuting appeales and writts of error from the
County Courtes to the Provinciall. In testimony whereof, wee have caused these our letters to be made
pattent, given att Annapolis, under the Greate Seale of our said Province. Wittness our trusty and well
beloved John Seymour, Esq., Captain Generall and Governour-in-Chief of our said Province, this twentysecond Day of November, in the seventh year of our Reigne &c., Annoque Domni, 1708.”

Transcription of Charter by Mary Bronson, Annapolis DOT
Portrait: Anne, Queen of England
By unknown British artist, 1702
Maryland Commission on Artistic Property of the
Maryland State Archives, MSA SC 1545-1073

Courtesy of the Library of Congress Rare Book and Special Collections Division,
America Singing: Nineteenth-Century Song Sheets, DIGITAL ID: cw105800.
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Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
ATTORNEY GENERAL MARYLAND PORT ADMINISTRATION
(Administrative Proceedings)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1989-1999

T 4189

1987-1999

New Items
23 Boxes, 55.2 CSE

(Real Property Transactions)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1978-1998

T 4190

1978-1998

New Items
9 Boxes, 21.6 CSE

DEPARTMENT OF ASSESSMENTS AND TAXATION CHARTER DIVISION
(Financing Statements and Charter Records,
Electronic)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2001-

T 3408

8 Electronic Data, 0.24 CSE

2001-

T 3408

8 Electronic Data, 0.24 CSE

2001-

T 3408

10 Electronic Data, 0.3 CSE

(Financing Statements and Charter Records,
Electronicl)
Dates

Series No

2001-

T 3408

Date Added

New Items
8 Electronic Data, 0.24 CSE

DEPARTMENT OF GENERAL SERVICES REAL ESTATE DIVISION
(Land Acquisitions)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1954-2001

T 1565

2005

New Items
2 Boxes, 4.8 CSE

(Agricultural Easements)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1979-2004

T 2339

1990-2004

New Items
50 Boxes, 120 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND MENTAL HYGIENE BOARD OF PODIATRIC
MEDICAL EXAMINERS
(Minutes)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1993-1999

T 3784

1961-1999

New Items
2.4 CSE

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND MENTAL HYGIENE COMMISSION ON KIDNEY
DISEASE
(General File)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1976-1996,
1999-2003

T 3785

1999-2003

New Items
2.4 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND MENTAL HYGIENE DIVISION OF VITAL
RECORDS
(Affidavits of Paternity)
Dates

Series No

1976-2000

T 1333

Date Added

New Items
2.4 CSE

(Death Record)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1980-1996

T 1890

1996

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1888-2003

T 309

New Items
21 Boxes, 50.4 CSE

(Adoption File)
New Items
13 Boxes, 31.2 CSE

(Divorces and Annulments)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1914-2006

T 312

2005-2006

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1937-1996

T 314

New Items
13 Boxes, 31.2 CSE

(Filiations)
New Items
2.4 CSE

(Marriage Certificates)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1947-2003

T 315

2000-2003

New Items
44 Boxes, 105.6 CSE

(Adjudication of Paternity)
Dates

Series No

1955-2002

T 321

Date Added

New Items
5 Boxes, 12 CSE

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND MENTAL HYGIENE HENRYTON CENTER
(Patient Summary Discharge File)
Dates

Series No
T 4332

Date Added

New Items
2 Boxes, 4.8 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND MENTAL HYGIENE POSTMORTEM
EXAMINERS COMMISSION
(Autopsy Reports)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1952-1998,
2001-2003

T 1258

2003

New Items
178 Boxes, 427.2 CSE

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND MENTAL HYGIENE ROSEWOOD CENTER
(Abstracts)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1994-2005

T 4328

1994-2005

Dates

Series No

Date Added

2002-2003

T 4329

2002-2003

New Items
5 Boxes, 12 CSE

(Death Record)
New Items
2 Boxes, 4.8 CSE

(Patient Master Index)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

T 4330

New Items
5 Boxes, 12 CSE

(Patient Summary Discharge File)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

T 4331

New Items
13 Boxes, 31.2 CSE

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN RESOURCES AA DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL
SERVICES
(Adoption File)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1940-2002

T 327

2002

New Items
10 Boxes, 24 CSE

(Foster Care File)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1948-2002

T 328

2002

New Items
32 Boxes, 76.8 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN RESOURCES AL DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL
SERVICES
(Child Protective Services File)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1949-2002

T 1825

1997-2002

New Items
11 Boxes, 26.4 CSE

(Adult Protective Services File)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1954-2002

T 2384

2001-2002

New Items
5 Boxes, 12 CSE

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN RESOURCES BC DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL
SERVICES
(Child Protective Services File)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1985-2004

T 3147

2003-2004

New Items
80 Boxes, 192 CSE

(Foster Care File)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1965-2003

T 329

2003-2004

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1965-2004

T 330

2003-2004

New Items
503 Boxes, 1207.2 CSE

(Adoption File)
New Items
151 Boxes, 362.4 CSE

DEPARTMENT OF LEGISLATIVE SERVICES OFFICE OF LEGISLATIVE AUDITS
(Audit Reports)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1920-1988

T 3556

1970-1988

New Items
2 Boxes, 4.8 CSE

(Discussion Notes)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1956-1996

T 4211

1956-1996

New Items
49 Boxes, 117.6 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES CRITICAL AREA COMMISSION FOR
THE CHESAPEAKE & ATLANTIC COASTAL BAYS
(Project File)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1999

T 4199

1999

Series No

Date Added

New Items
6 Boxes, 14.4 CSE

(Wetland Maps)
Dates

T 4200

New Items
8 Boxes, 19.2 CSE

(Tax Maps)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1988

T 4201

1988

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1987-1995

T 4202

1987-1995

New Items
6 Boxes, 14.4 CSE

(Hearing File)
New Items
5 Boxes, 12 CSE

(Correspondence)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1984-1995

T 4203

1984-1995

Dates

Series No

Date Added

2004-2008

T 4204

2004-2008

New Items
3 Boxes, 7.2 CSE

(Legal File)
New Items
5 Boxes, 12 CSE

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
(Right of Way Plats)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

T 2048

2008

New Items
9 Maps/Plats, 0.45 CSE

(Right of Way Plats Database, Electronic)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1930-2008

T 4191

1930-2008

New Items
3 Electronic Data, 0.09 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
DISTRICT COURT
(Criminal Docket)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1971-1995

TM 503

1984-1989,
2002 VARD

New Items
No Items

DISTRICT COURT 1 BC
(Civil Docket)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1971-2000

T 1441

1990

New Items
38 Boxes, 91.2 CSE

DISTRICT COURT 4 CH
(Civil Docket)
Dates

Series No

1914-2002

T 235

1914-2002

T 235

Date Added

New Items
2 Boxes, 4.8 CSE

2001

2.4 CSE

DISTRICT COURT 5 PG
(Civil Docket)
Dates

Series No

1927-2002

T 240

Date Added

New Items
282 Boxes, 676.8 CSE

DISTRICT COURT 6 MO
(Civil Docket)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1915-2000

T 1335

2000

New Items
102 Boxes, 244.8 CSE

DISTRICT COURT 7 AA
(Civil Docket)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1939-2000

T 1171

1992

New Items
13 Boxes, 31.2 CSE

(Court Reporter Tapes)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

2001-2004

T 4071

2003-2004

New Items
1 Volumes, 1.33 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
DISTRICT COURT 8 BA
(Civil Docket)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

1971-1999

T 1442

1989

22 Boxes, 52.8 CSE

1971-1999

T 1442

2000

119 Boxes, 285.6 CSE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY
(Bills and Resolutions)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1991-2008

T 1755

2008

Dates

Series No

Date Added

2007-2008

T 4132

2007-2008

New Items
23 Boxes, 55.2 CSE

GOVERNOR
(General File)
New Items
29 Boxes, 69.6 CSE

GOVERNOR PRESS OFFICE
(Photographs, Electronic)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2007-

T 3908

2 Electronic Data, 0.06 CSE

2007-2008

T 3908

4 Electronic Data, 0.12 CSE

2007-2008

T 3908

2008

3 Electronic Data, 0.09 CSE

2007-2008

T 3908

2008

8 Electronic Data, 0.24 CSE

2007-2008

T 3908

2008

8 Electronic Data, 0.24 CSE

MARYLAND INSURANCE ADMINISTRATION
(Insurance Policy Forms)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1957-2004

T 347

1979-2004

New Items
7 Boxes, 16.8 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
MARYLAND INSURANCE ADMINISTRATION CONSUMER EDUCATION AND
ADVOCACY
(Disaster File)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1999-2002

T 4210

1999-2002

New Items
5 Boxes, 12 CSE

MARYLAND STATE ARCHIVES
(Subdivision Plats, AL)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2007

T 1896

2008

2007-2008

T 1896

2007-2008

T 1896

2008

0.05 CSE

2007-2008

T 1896

2008

14 Maps/Plats, 0.7 CSE

2007-2008

T 1896

2008

18 Maps/Plats, 0.9 CSE

17 Maps/Plats, 0.85 CSE
19 Maps/Plats, 0.95 CSE

(Subdivision Plats, AA)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2006-2007

T 1897

2008

9 Maps/Plats, 0.45 CSE

2006-2007

T 1897

2008

26 Maps/Plats, 1.3 CSE

2006-2008

T 1897

2006-2008

T 1897

2008

27 Maps/Plats, 1.35 CSE

2006-2008

T 1897

2008

47 Maps/Plats, 2.35 CSE

284 Maps/Plats, 14.2 CSE

(Subdivision Plats, BC)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2006-2007

T 1898

2008

13 Maps/Plats, 0.65 CSE

2006-2007

T 1898

2008

29 Maps/Plats, 1.45 CSE

2006-2007

T 1898

2008

99 Maps/Plats, 4.95 CSE

2006-2008

T 1898

10 Maps/Plats, 0.5 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
(Subdivision Plats, BA)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2006-2007

T 1899

2008

14 Maps/Plats, 0.7 CSE

2006-2007

T 1899

2008

16 Maps/Plats, 0.8 CSE

2006-2008

T 1899

2008

29 Maps/Plats, 1.45 CSE

2006-2008

T 1899

2008

37 Maps/Plats, 1.85 CSE

(Subdivision Plats, CV)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2006-2007

T 1900

2008

9 Maps/Plats, 0.45 CSE

2006-2007

T 1900

2008

16 Maps/Plats, 0.8 CSE

2006-2007

T 1900

2008

17 Maps/Plats, 0.85 CSE

2006-2007

T 1900

2008

40 Maps/Plats, 2 CSE

2006-2008

T 1900

2008

17 Maps/Plats, 0.85 CSE

(Subdivision Plats, CA)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2006-2007

T 1901

2008

4 Maps/Plats, 0.2 CSE

2006-2007

T 1901

2008

6 Maps/Plats, 0.3 CSE

2006-2007

T 1901

2008

6 Maps/Plats, 0.3 CSE

2006-2007

T 1901

2008

16 Maps/Plats, 0.8 CSE

2006-2008

T 1901

11 Maps/Plats, 0.55 CSE

(Subdivision Plats, CR)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2006-2007

T 1902

2008

11 Maps/Plats, 0.55 CSE

2006-2007

T 1902

2008

19 Maps/Plats, 0.95 CSE

2006-2007

T 1902

2008

25 Maps/Plats, 1.25 CSE

2006-2007

T 1902

2008

25 Maps/Plats, 1.25 CSE

2006-2008

T 1902

2008

6 Maps/Plats, 0.3 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
(Subdivision Plats, CE)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2006-2007

T 1903

2008

16 Maps/Plats, 0.8 CSE

2006-2007

T 1903

2008

17 Maps/Plats, 0.85 CSE

2006-2007

T 1903

2008

21 Maps/Plats, 1.05 CSE

2006-2007

T 1903

2008

25 Maps/Plats, 1.25 CSE

2006-2008

T 1903

2008

20 Maps/Plats

(Subdivision Plats, CH)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2006

T 1904

2008

2 Maps/Plats, 0.1 CSE

2006-2008

T 1904

2008

141 Maps/Plats, 7.05 CSE

(Subdivision Plats, DO)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2006-2007

T 1905

2008

21 Maps/Plats, 1.05 CSE

2006-2007

T 1905

2008

48 Maps/Plats, 2.4 CSE

2006-2007

T 1905

2008

61 Maps/Plats, 3.05 CSE

2006-2007

T 1905

2008

70 Maps/Plats, 3.5 CSE

2006-2008

T 1905

2008

60 Maps/Plats, 3 CSE

(Subdivision Plats, FR)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2006-2007

T 1906

2008

22 Maps/Plats, 1.1 CSE

2006-2007

T 1906

2008

29 Maps/Plats, 1.45 CSE

2006-2007

T 1906

2008

77 Maps/Plats, 3.85 CSE

2006-2007

T 1906

2008

112 Maps/Plats, 5.6 CSE

2006-2008

T 1906

2008

129 Maps/Plats, 6.45 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
(Subdivision Plats, GA)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2006-2007

T 1907

2008

9 Maps/Plats, 0.45 CSE

2006-2007

T 1907

2008

16 Maps/Plats, 0.8 CSE

2006-2007

T 1907

2008

16 Maps/Plats, 0.8 CSE

2006-2007

T 1907

2008

24 Maps/Plats, 1.2 CSE

2006-2008

T 1907

2008

22 Maps/Plats, 1.1 CSE

(Subdivision Plats, HA)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2006-2007

T 1908

2008

19 Maps/Plats, 0.95 CSE

2006-2007

T 1908

2008

25 Maps/Plats, 1.25 CSE

2006-2007

T 1908

2008

39 Maps/Plats, 1.95 CSE

2006-2007

T 1908

2008

47 Maps/Plats, 2.35 CSE

2006-2008

T 1908

2008

42 Maps/Plats, 2.1 CSE

(Subdivision Plats, MO)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2006-2007

T 1911

2008

16 Maps/Plats, 0.8 CSE

2006-2007

T 1911

2008

28 Maps/Plats, 1.4 CSE

2006-2007

T 1911

2008

45 Maps/Plats, 2.25 CSE

2006-2007

T 1911

2008

66 Maps/Plats, 3.3 CSE

2006-2008

T 1911

2008

30 Maps/Plats, 1.5 CSE

(Subdivision Plats, PG)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2006

T 1912

2008

60 Maps/Plats, 3 CSE

2006

T 1912

2008

104 Maps/Plats, 5.2 CSE

2006

T 1912

2008

217 Maps/Plats, 10.85 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
(Subdivision Plats, QA)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2006-2007

T 1913

2008

10 Maps/Plats, 0.5 CSE

2006-2007

T 1913

2008

18 Maps/Plats, 0.9 CSE

2006-2007

T 1913

2008

25 Maps/Plats, 1.25 CSE

2006-2007

T 1913

2008

31 Maps/Plats, 1.55 CSE

2006-2007

T 1913

2008

31 Maps/Plats, 1.55 CSE

(Subdivision Plats, SM)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2006-2007

T 1914

2008

16 Maps/Plats, 0.8 CSE

2006-2007

T 1914

2008

37 Maps/Plats, 1.85 CSE

2006-2007

T 1914

2008

42 Maps/Plats, 2.1 CSE

2006-2007

T 1914

2008

47 Maps/Plats, 2.35 CSE

2006-2008

T 1914

2008

46 Maps/Plats, 2.3 CSE

(Subdivision Plats, SO)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2006-2007

T 1915

2008

7 Maps/Plats, 0.35 CSE

2006-2007

T 1915

2008

11 Maps/Plats, 0.55 CSE

2006-2007

T 1915

2008

17 Maps/Plats, 0.85 CSE

2006-2007

T 1915

2008

21 Maps/Plats, 1.05 CSE

2006-2008

T 1915

2008

13 Maps/Plats, 0.65 CSE

(Subdivision Plats, TA)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2006-2007

T 1916

2008

10 Maps/Plats, 0.5 CSE

2006-2007

T 1916

2008

10 Maps/Plats, 0.5 CSE

2006-2007

T 1916

2008

22 Maps/Plats, 1.1 CSE

2006-2007

T 1916

2008

38 Maps/Plats, 1.9 CSE

2006-2008

T 1916

2008

9 Maps/Plats, 0.45 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
(Subdivision Plats, WA)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2006-2007

T 1917

2008

14 Maps/Plats, 0.7 CSE

2006-2007

T 1917

2008

56 Maps/Plats, 2.8 CSE

2006-2007

T 1917

2008

75 Maps/Plats, 3.75 CSE

2006-2007

T 1917

2008

92 Maps/Plats, 4.6 CSE

2006-2008

T 1917

2008

20 Maps/Plats

(Subdivision Plats, WI)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2006-2007

T 1918

2008

26 Maps/Plats, 1.3 CSE

2006-2007

T 1918

2008

86 Maps/Plats, 4.3 CSE

2006-2007

T 1918

2008

104 Maps/Plats, 5.2 CSE

2006-2007

T 1918

2008

118 Maps/Plats, 5.9 CSE

2006-2008

T 1918

2008

24 Maps/Plats, 1.2 CSE

(Subdivision Plats, WO)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2005-2007

T 1919

2008

29 Maps/Plats, 1.45 CSE

2005-2007

T 1919

2008

82 Maps/Plats, 4.1 CSE

2005-2007

T 1919

2008

122 Maps/Plats, 6.1 CSE

2005-2007

T 1919

2008

125 Maps/Plats, 6.25 CSE

2005-2008

T 1919

2008

45 Maps/Plats, 2.25 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
SECRETARY OF STATE
(Condominium File)
Dates

Series No

1981-2004

T 1443

Date Added

New Items
8 Boxes, 19.2 CSE

(Charitable Fund Raiser File)
Dates

Series No

1976-1997

T 2655

Date Added

New Items
3 Boxes, 7.2 CSE

(Charitable Organizations)
Dates

Series No

1964-2001

T 858

Date Added

New Items
132 Boxes, 316.8 CSE

(Requisitions)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1968-2005

T 863

2005

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1947-2007

T 864

2003-2004,
2006

New Items
3 Boxes, 7.2 CSE

(Extraditions)
New Items
3 Boxes, 7.2 CSE

SECRETARY OF STATE DIVISION OF STATE DOCUMENTS
(Maryland Register File)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1974-2005

T 2461

2001-2005

New Items
43 Boxes, 103.2 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS CR SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS
(Voter Registration Record)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1914-1981,
2000-2006

T 1505

2000-2006

New Items
11 Boxes, 26.4 CSE

(Certificates of Candidacy)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1919-1923

T 4016

1976-2002

New Items
4 Boxes, 9.6 CSE

(Campaign Reports)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1976-2002

T 4177

1976-2002

New Items
5 Boxes, 12 CSE

(Election Returns)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

T 4178

New Items
2 Boxes, 4.8 CSE

(Election Summaries)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1956-2006

T 4179

1956-2006

New Items
3 Boxes, 7.2 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
STATE ETHICS COMMISSION
(Complaint File)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1977-2001

T 3573

1999-2001

New Items
6 Boxes, 14.4 CSE

(Financial Disclosure Statements)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1974-2002

T 3575

1975-2002

New Items
4 Boxes, 9.6 CSE

(Lobbying Reports and Registration Forms)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1978-2004

T 3577

1979-2004

New Items
8 Boxes, 19.2 CSE

(Advisory Opinions)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1979-1995

T 4389

1979-1995

New Items
8 Boxes, 19.2 CSE

ALLEGANY COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
(Equity Papers)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1816-1984

T 1782

1840-1890

New Items
3 Boxes, 7.2 CSE

(Miscellaneous Court Papers)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1821-1835,
1843-1958

T 2991

1821-1835

New Items
2.4 CSE

(Criminal Papers)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1800-1948,
1958-1994

T 3815

1800-1948

New Items
4 Boxes, 9.6 CSE

(Administrative File)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1895-1945

T 4375

1933-1948

New Items
2.4 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
(Charter Record Papers)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1895-1945

T 4376

1895-1945

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1843-1939

T 4377

1843-1939

New Items
2.4 CSE

(Commissions)
New Items
2.4 CSE

(Election Returns)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1940-1992

T 4378

1940-1992

New Items
2 Boxes, 4.8 CSE

(Equity Release Papers)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1916-1974

T 4379

1916-1974

New Items
2.4 CSE

(Grand Jury Reports)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1957-1992

T 4380

1957-1992

Series No

Date Added

New Items
4 Boxes, 9.6 CSE

(Judicials)
Dates

T 4381

New Items
2 Boxes, 4.8 CSE

(Land Acquisitions)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

T 4382

New Items
2 Boxes, 4.8 CSE

(Land Records Original)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1852-1968

T 4383

1852-1968

New Items
18 Boxes, 43.2 CSE

(Magistrates Judgments and Releases)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1836-1954

T 4384

1836-1954

New Items
4 Boxes, 9.6 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
(Magistrates Papers)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1950

T 4385

1950

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1910-1928

T 4386

1910-1928

New Items
2.4 CSE

(Naturalizations)
New Items
2.4 CSE

(State Roads Plats)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

1960-1970

T 4387

1960-1970

Series No

Date Added

TM 128

2008

No Items

TM 128

2008

No Items

TM 128

2008

No Items

TM 128

2008

No Items

TM 128

2008

No Items

2.4 CSE

(Land Records)
Dates

New Items

ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
(Criminal Papers)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1946-1947

T 1066

1985-1993

New Items
9 Boxes, 21.6 CSE

(Homeowners Association Record, Duplicate)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

1988-1999

TM 642

No Items

1988-1999

TM 642

No Items

1988-1999

TM 642

No Items

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
(Notice of Sale, Duplicate)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

1990-2000

TM 643

No Items

1990-2000

TM 643

No Items

1990-2000

TM 643

No Items

(Financing Statements)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

1992-1999

TM 644

No Items

1992-1999

TM 644

No Items

1992-1999

TM 644

No Items

(Land Records)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2008

TM 132

2008

No Items

2008

TM 132

2008

No Items

2008

TM 132

2008

No Items

1843-18531990

TM 132

2008

No Items

2008

TM 132

2008

No Items

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
BALTIMORE CITY CIRCUIT COURT
(Criminal Papers)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1983-1999

T 3372

1999

New Items
448 Boxes, 1075.2 CSE

(Criminal Transcripts)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1983-1999

T 3657

1999

New Items
42 Boxes, 100.8 CSE

(Criminal Docket)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

1995-1999

T 3900

1999

Series No

Date Added

TM 166

2008

No Items

TM 166

2008

No Items

TM 166

2008

No Items

TM 166

2008

No Items

TM 166

2008

No Items

25 Boxes, 60 CSE

(Land Records)
Dates

New Items

BALTIMORE COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
(States Attorneys Docket)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1958-1964,
1966-1975

T 1172

1966-1975

New Items
3 Volumes, 3.99 CSE

(Adoption Papers)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1945-2006

T 1232

2002-2007

New Items
11 Boxes, 26.4 CSE

(Criminal Papers)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1969-1997

T 1769

1996-1997

New Items
356 Boxes, 854.4 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
(Civil Docket)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1960-1970,
1984

T 2138

1984

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1967-1972,
1982-1995

T 2139

1982-1995

New Items
69 Volumes, 91.77 CSE

(Trust Docket)
New Items
10 Volumes, 13.3 CSE

(District Court Liens)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1974-2006

T 2428

1981-2006

New Items
138 Volumes, 183.54 CSE

(Miscellaneous Docket)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1951-1984

T 2429

1970-1984

New Items
21 Volumes, 27.93 CSE

(Federal Tax Lien Record)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1965-2006

T 2431

1976-2006

New Items
101 Volumes, 134.33 CSE

(Trustee Releases)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1877-1965,
1967-1985

T 259

1967-1985

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1961-2008

T 2983

1966-2008

New Items
1 Volumes, 1.33 CSE

(Trust Papers)
New Items
18 Boxes, 43.2 CSE

(Juvenile Papers)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1985-1993,
1999-2003

T 2988

2003

New Items
42 Boxes, 100.8 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
(Bail Record)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1958-1988

T 3617

1969-1988

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1984-2005

T 3905

1984-1999

New Items
4 Volumes, 5.32 CSE

(CINA Papers)
New Items
50 Boxes, 120 CSE

(Juvenile Docket)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1914-1996

T 4192

1914-1996

New Items
96 Volumes, 127.68 CSE

(Client Security Trust Fund Docket)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

1977-1978

T 4325

1977-1978

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1946-1952

T 680

1946-1971

3018 Volumes, 4013.94 CSE

TM 148

2008

No Items

TM 148

2008

No Items

TM 148

2008

No Items

TM 148

2008

No Items

TM 148

2008

No Items

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1879-1997

T 697

1996-1997

1 Volumes, 1.33 CSE

(Land Records)
New Items

(Civil Papers)
New Items
790 Boxes, 1896 CSE

(Civil Docket, Index)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1922-1984

T 852

1942-1949

New Items
1 Volumes, 1.33 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
BALTIMORE COUNTY OFFICE OF PLANNING
(Capital Improvement Program File)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

T 4205

New Items
4 Boxes, 9.6 CSE

(Directives, Policies and Resolutions)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1980-1997

T 4206

1980-1997

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1976-2000

T 4207

1976-2000

New Items
2 Boxes, 4.8 CSE

(Minutes)
New Items
7 Boxes, 16.8 CSE

(Reports and Publications)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1984-2000

T 4208

1984-2000

New Items
3 Boxes, 7.2 CSE

BALTIMORE COUNTY REGISTER OF WILLS
(Inheritance Tax)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1936-1997

T 1204

1936-1997

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1970-1993

T 2700

1979-1993

New Items
24 Volumes, 31.92 CSE

(Claims Docket)
New Items
3 Volumes, 3.99 CSE

(Guardian Docket)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1852-1981

T 2910

1976-1981

Series No

Date Added

New Items
1 Volumes, 1.33 CSE

(Wills)
Dates

T 4232

New Items
194 Volumes, 258.02 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
(Wills, Index)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1851-1997

T 4233

1851-1997

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1851-1997

T 652

1990-1997

New Items
8 Volumes, 10.64 CSE

(Petition Docket)
New Items
3 Volumes, 3.99 CSE

(Orphans Court Proceedings)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1852-1997

T 674

1994-1997

New Items
1 Volumes, 1.33 CSE

(Joint Tenancy Papers)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1944-2007

T 677

1989-2007

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1908-1996

T 679

New Items
34 Boxes, 81.6 CSE

(Estate Papers)
New Items
64 Boxes, 153.6 CSE

CALVERT COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
(Land Records)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

TM 188

2008

No Items

TM 188

2008

No Items

TM 188

2008

No Items

TM 188

2008

No Items

TM 188

2008

No Items

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
CAROLINE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
(Minutes)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1939-1988

T 4194

1939-1988

New Items
2.4 CSE

(Administrative File)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1945-2006

T 4195

1945-2006

New Items
24 Boxes, 57.6 CSE

CAROLINE COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
(Land Records)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2008

TM 399

2008

No Items

2008

TM 399

2008

No Items

2008

TM 399

2008

No Items

2008

TM 399

2008

No Items

2008

TM 399

2008

No Items

CARROLL COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
(Proceedings)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1877-1981

T 1806

1965-1981

New Items
1 Volumes, 1.33 CSE

(Criminal Docket)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

1837-1985

T 3781

1917-1970

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1838-1853

TM 201

2008

No Items

1838-1853

TM 201

2008

No Items

1838-1853

TM 201

2008

No Items

1838-1853

TM 201

2008

No Items

1838-1853

TM 201

2008

No Items

7 Volumes, 9.31 CSE

(Land Records)
New Items

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
CECIL COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
(Land Records)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

1796-1849,
1993-1994

TM 210

2008

No Items

1796-1849,
1993-1994

TM 210

2008

No Items

1796-1849,
1993-1994

TM 210

2008

No Items

1796-1849,
1993-1994

TM 210

2008

No Items

CECIL COUNTY OFFICE OF PLANNING AND ZONING
(Minor Subdivision Plats, Electronic)
Dates

Series No

2007

T 4230

Date Added

New Items
No Items

CECIL COUNTY REGISTER OF WILLS
(Estate Papers)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1851-1940

T 4212

1851-1940

New Items
83 Boxes, 199.2 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
CHARLES COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
(Criminal Papers)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

1950-1990

T 2663

1977-1990

124 Boxes, 297.6 CSE

1950-1996

T 2663

1998

42 Boxes, 100.8 CSE

(Civil Papers, Equity and Law)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

1984-1997

T 3246

1984-1997

118 Boxes, 283.2 CSE

1984-1997

T 3246

1996-1997

150 Boxes, 360 CSE

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1976-1999

T 3858

1998-1999

(CINA Papers)
New Items
21 Boxes, 50.4 CSE

(Juvenile Papers)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

1981-1998

T 4120

1981-1998

Series No

Date Added

TM 225

2008

No Items

TM 225

2008

No Items

TM 225

2008

No Items

TM 225

2008

No Items

162 Boxes, 388.8 CSE

(Land Records)
Dates

New Items

CHARLES COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND GROWTH
MANAGEMENT
(Building Permits)
Dates

Series No

1992-2000

T 3410

Date Added

New Items
210 Boxes, 504 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
DORCHESTER COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
(Marriage Record)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

1866-1886

T 4229

1866-1886

Series No

Date Added

TM 229

2008

No Items

TM 229

2008

No Items

TM 229

2008

No Items

TM 229

2008

No Items

TM 229

2008

No Items

1 Volumes, 1.33 CSE

(Land Records)
Dates

New Items

FREDERICK COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
(Civil Papers)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

1900-1997

T 192

1995-2002

106 Boxes, 254.4 CSE

1900-2002

T 192

1988-1989

15 Boxes, 36 CSE

(Miscellaneous Court Papers)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1874-1994

T 197

1990-1994

New Items
4 Boxes, 9.6 CSE

(Paternity Papers)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

1963-2003

T 2767

1964-1995

Series No

Date Added

TM 243

2008

No Items

TM 243

2008

No Items

TM 243

2008

No Items

TM 243

2008

No Items

TM 243

2008

No Items

11 Boxes, 26.4 CSE

(Land Records)
Dates

New Items

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
FREDERICK COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Road and Bridge Plans)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

T 4372

New Items
12 Boxes, 28.8 CSE

GARRETT COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
(Land Records)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

TM 250

2008

No Items

TM 250

2008

No Items

TM 250

2008

No Items

TM 250

2008

No Items

TM 250

2008

No Items

HARFORD COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
(Paternity Papers)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1963-2003

T 3707

1982-1985

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1925-1974

T 3708

1925-1974

New Items
15 Boxes, 36 CSE

(Boat Liens)
New Items
1 Volumes, 1.33 CSE

(Miscellaneous Records, Electronic)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2007-2008

T 3987

2007-2008

T 3987

2008

5 Electronic Data, 0.15 CSE

2007-2008

T 3987

2008

7 Electronic Data, 0.21 CSE

7 Electronic Data, 0.21 CSE

(Miscellaneous Papers)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1819-1822,
1905-1998

T 4110

1819-1822

New Items
1 Volumes, 1.33 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
(Administrative File)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1913

T 4185

1913

New Items
1 Volumes, 1.33 CSE

(Election Returns)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1915

T 4186

1915

New Items
1 Volumes, 1.33 CSE

(Insolvency Docket)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1807-1843

T 4187

1807-1843

New Items
1 Volumes, 1.33 CSE

(Trust Docket, Index)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

1911-1954

T 4188

1911-1954

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1905, 19481962

T 4198

1905, 19481962

Series No

Date Added

TM 258

2008

No Items

TM 258

2008

No Items

TM 258

2008

No Items

TM 258

2008

No Items

TM 258

2008

No Items

1 Volumes, 1.33 CSE

(Plat Book, Film)
New Items
2.4 CSE

(Land Records)
Dates

New Items

HARFORD COUNTY REGISTER OF WILLS
(Estate Papers)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1774-1996

T 2757

2001-2003

New Items
72 Boxes, 172.8 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
HOWARD COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
(Plat Book)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2004-2007

T 2466

2008

54 Maps/Plats, 2.7 CSE

2004-2007

T 2466

2008

55 Maps/Plats, 2.75 CSE

2004-2007

T 2466

2008

66 Maps/Plats, 3.3 CSE

2004-2007

T 2466

2008

71 Maps/Plats, 3.55 CSE

2004-2008

T 2466

2008

47 Maps/Plats, 2.35 CSE

Series No

Date Added

TM 275

2008

No Items

TM 275

2008

No Items

TM 275

2008

No Items

TM 275

2008

No Items

TM 275

2008

No Items

(Land Records)
Dates

New Items

KENT COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
(Plat Book)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

2005-2007

T 2186

2008

3 Maps/Plats, 0.15 CSE

2005-2007

T 2186

2008

8 Maps/Plats, 0.4 CSE

2005-2007

T 2186

2008

12 Maps/Plats, 0.6 CSE

2005-2007

T 2186

2008

23 Maps/Plats, 1.15 CSE

2005-2008

T 2186

2008

15 Maps/Plats, 0.75 CSE

Series No

Date Added

TM 285

2008

No Items

TM 285

2008

No Items

TM 285

2008

No Items

TM 285

2008

No Items

(Land Records)
Dates

New Items

MONTGOMERY COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
(Marriage Record)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1982-2006

T 1928

1982-2006

New Items
70 Boxes, 168 CSE

(Paternity Papers)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1963-1994

T 2352

1976-1983

New Items
65 Boxes, 156 CSE

(Land Records, Microfilm Duplicates)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1853-1993

T 3411

1853-1993

New Items
99 Boxes, 237.6 CSE

(Miscellaneous Petitions, Microfilm)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1972-1983

T 4060

1972-1983

New Items
6 Boxes, 14.4 CSE

(Charter Record, Microfilm)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1974-1980

T 4234

1974-1980

New Items
5 Boxes, 12 CSE

(Financing Record, Microfilm)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1974-1999

T 4235

1974-1999

New Items
4 Boxes, 9.6 CSE

(Notice of Sale, Microfilm)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1994-1999

T 4236

1994-1999

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1993-2007

T 4326

1993-2007

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1977-2000

T 4327

1977-2000

New Items
2.4 CSE

(Liens)
New Items
27 Boxes, 64.8 CSE

(Tax Liens)
New Items
3 Boxes, 7.2 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
(Land Record Papers)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1777-2001,
2004

T 936

2004

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1951-1986

T 945

1985-1986

New Items
4 Boxes, 9.6 CSE

(Civil Papers)
New Items
495 Boxes, 1188 CSE

(Federal Tax Liens)
Dates

Series No

1942-1968

T 949

Date Added

New Items
24 Boxes, 57.6 CSE

(Mechanics Liens)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

1876-1972

T 950

1969-1972

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1780-2003

T 960

1990-2003

Series No

Date Added

TM 293

2008

No Items

TM 293

2008

No Items

TM 293

2008

No Items

TM 293

2008

No Items

TM 293

2008

No Items

3 Boxes, 7.2 CSE

(Test Book)
New Items
32 Volumes, 42.56 CSE

(Land Records)
Dates

New Items

MONTGOMERY COUNTY REGISTER OF WILLS
(Estate Papers)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1778-2006

T 416

1997-2006

New Items
168 Boxes, 403.2 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
(Adoption Papers)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1947-2006

T 2136

203-2006

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1970-2006

T 3398

2005-2006

New Items
19 Boxes, 45.6 CSE

(Jury Papers)
New Items
114 Boxes, 273.6 CSE

(Adoption Decrees)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1954-1973

T 3414

1954-1973

New Items
16 Volumes, 21.28 CSE

(Business Licenses)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1992-1999

T 4171

1992-1999

New Items
12 Boxes, 28.8 CSE

(Criminal Papers)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

1939-1995

T 761

1995

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1946-1995

T 763

1995

Series No

Date Added

TM 316

2008

No Items

TM 316

2008

No Items

TM 316

2008

No Items

TM 316

2008

No Items

TM 316

2008

No Items

221 Boxes, 530.4 CSE

(Civil Papers)
New Items
405 Boxes, 972 CSE

(Land Records)
Dates

New Items

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY REGISTER OF WILLS
(Estate Papers)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1845-2006

T 698

89

New Items
89 Boxes, 213.6 CSE

(Small Estate Papers)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1979-1997

T 751

1945-1960

New Items
8 Boxes, 19.2 CSE

QUEEN ANNE'S COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
(Declaration of Intention)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1910-1925,
1930-1963

T 4225

1910-1925,
1930-1963

New Items
2 Volumes, 2.66 CSE

(Naturalization Certificates)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1910-1925

T 4226

1910-1925

New Items
1 Volumes, 1.33 CSE

(Naturalization Petitions)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1910-1974

T 4227

1910-1974

New Items
2 Volumes, 2.66 CSE

(Naturalization Petitions Granted)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

1930-1974

T 4228

1930-1974

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1993-1994

TM 328

2008

No Items

1993-1994

TM 328

2008

No Items

1993-1994

TM 328

2008

No Items

1993-1994

TM 328

2008

No Items

1 Volumes, 1.33 CSE

(Land Records)
New Items

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
SOMERSET COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
(Land Records)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

TM 415

2008

No Items

TM 415

2008

No Items

TM 415

2008

No Items

TM 415

2008

No Items

TM 415

2008

No Items

ST. MARY'S COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
(Land Records)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

1993

TM 338

2008

No Items

1993

TM 338

2008

No Items

1993

TM 338

2008

No Items

1993

TM 338

2008

No Items

1993

TM 338

2008

No Items

TALBOT COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
(Land Records)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

TM 356

2008

No Items

TM 356

2008

No Items

TM 356

2008

No Items

TM 356

2008

No Items

TM 356

2008

No Items

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
WASHINGTON COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
(Equity Docket)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1815-1980

T 4374

1815-1980

New Items
54 Volumes, 71.82 CSE

(Miscellaneous Court Records, PaperVision,
Electronic)
Dates

Series No

1787-2008

T 4388

Date Added

New Items
3 Electronic Data, 0.09 CSE

(Land Records)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

1986-1991

T 441

1991-2002

814 Volumes, 1082.62 CSE

TM 366

2008

No Items

TM 366

2008

No Items

TM 366

2008

No Items

TM 366

2008

No Items

TM 366

2008

No Items

(Marriage Returns)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1867-1899

T 443

1927-1992

New Items
38 Boxes, 91.2 CSE

WICOMICO COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
(Equity Papers)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1868-1987

T 3158

1955-1987

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1908-1963

T 4237

1908-1963

New Items
322 Boxes, 772.8 CSE

(Account Book)
New Items
2 Volumes, 2.66 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
(Affidavit of Residence)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1907-1940

T 4238

1890-1940

New Items
2 Volumes, 5.06 CSE

(Automobile Case Record)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1936-1939

T 4239

1936-1939

New Items
1 Volumes, 1.33 CSE

(Beer and Liquor License, Index)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1969-1986

T 4240

1969-1986

New Items
2 Boxes, 4.8 CSE

(Bill of Particular)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1904

T 4241

1904

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1867-1967

T 4242

1867-1967

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1867-1877

T 4243

1867-1877

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1900-1911

T 4244

1900-1911

New Items
1 Volumes, 1.33 CSE

(Bonds)
New Items
2.4 CSE

(Bond Record)
New Items
2 Volumes, 2.66 CSE

(Burial Permits)
New Items
2.4 CSE

(Campaign Reports)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1942-1964

T 4245

1942-1964

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1932-1936

T 4246

1932-1936,
1953-1958

New Items
2.4 CSE

(Cash Book)
New Items
7 Volumes, 9.31 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
(Chattel Records, Index)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1867-1871

T 4247

1867-1871

New Items
1 Volumes, 1.33 CSE

(Charter Record Papers)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1869-1938

T 4248

1869-1938

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1916-1959

T 4249

1870-1918,
1928-1959

New Items
2.4 CSE

(Civil Docket)
New Items
28 Volumes, 37.24 CSE

(Civil Docket, Index)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1868-1892

T 4250

1868-1892

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1886-1928,
1957-1987

T 4251

1886-1928,
1957-1987

New Items
13 Volumes, 17.29 CSE

(Claim Docket)
New Items
2 Volumes, 2.66 CSE

(Conditional Contracts of Sale Docket)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1917-1923

T 4252

1917-1923

New Items
2 Volumes, 2.66 CSE

(Court Orders and Appointments)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1871-1873

T 4253

1871-1873

New Items
2.4 CSE

(Criminal Docket)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1932-1959

T 4254

1932-1959

New Items
49 Volumes, 65.17 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
(Criminal Docket, Index)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1953-1958,
1975

T 4255

1953-1958,
1975

New Items
3 Volumes, 3.99 CSE

(Criminal Record)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1928-1963

T 4256

1928-`963

New Items
2 Volumes, 2.6 CSE

(Declaration of Intention)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1908-1948

T 4257

1908-1948

New Items
4 Volumes, 7.72 CSE

(District Court Liens)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1972-1986

T 4258

1972-1986

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1898-1952

T 4259

1898-1952

New Items
21 Volumes, 27.93 CSE

(Docket)
New Items
137 Volumes, 182.21 CSE

(Election Returns)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1884-1982

T 4260

1884-1982

New Items
4 Volumes, 2 Boxes, 10.12 CSE

(Election Statements)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1936-1962

T 4261

1936-1962

New Items
2.4 CSE

(Endowment Account Record)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1886-1888

T 4262

1886-1888

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1891-1923

T 4263

1891-1923

New Items
1 Volumes, 1.33 CSE

(Equity Bonds)
New Items
2.4 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
(Equity Docket)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1894-1917

T 4264

1894-1917

New Items
1 Volumes, 1.33 CSE

(Equity Docket, Index)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1800's

T 4265

1800's

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1885-1892

T 4266

1885-1892

New Items
1 Volumes, 1.33 CSE

(Equity Record)
New Items
1 Volumes, 1.33 CSE

(Equity Record, Index)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1904-1975

T 4267

1904-1975

New Items
7 Volumes, 9.31 CSE

(Factors Lien Record)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1950-1963

T 4268

1950-1963

New Items
1 Volumes, 1.33 CSE

(Federal Tax Lien Index)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1949-1975

T 4269

1949-1975

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1916-1927

T 4270

1916-1927

New Items
1 Volumes, 1.33 CSE

(Fee Book)
New Items
1 Volumes, 1.33 CSE

(Financing Statements, Index)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1964-1984

T 4271

1964-1984

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1916-1918

T 4272

1916-1918

New Items
8 Volumes, 10.64 CSE

(General Index)
New Items
6 Volumes, 7.98 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
(Handgun Register)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1959-1966

T 4273

1959-1966

Series No

Date Added

New Items
2 Boxes, 4.8 CSE

(Index)
Dates

T 4274

New Items
2 Volumes, 2.66 CSE

(Insolvency Papers)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1880-1910

T 4275

1880-1910

New Items
2 Boxes, 4.8 CSE

(Insolvency Petitions)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1878-1907

T 4276

1878-1907

New Items
1 Volumes, 1.33 CSE

(Insurance Licenses)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1975-1992

T 4277

1975-1992

New Items
2.4 CSE

(Judgment Record)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1868-1932

T 4278

1868-1932

New Items
17 Volumes, 22.61 CSE

(Judgment Record, Index)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1892-1918

T 4279

1892-1918

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1916-1926

T 4280

1916-1926

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1917-1950

T 4281

1917-1950

New Items
4 Volumes, 5.32 CSE

(Judicial Docket)
New Items
2 Volumes, 2.66 CSE

(Judicials)
New Items
2.4 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
(Judicial Papers)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1871-1880

T 4282

1871-1880

New Items
2.4 CSE

(Judicial Record)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1868-1920

T 4283

1868-1920

New Items
2 Boxes, 4.8 CSE

(Juror Payments)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1964-1971

T 4284

1955-1963

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1897-1963

T 4285

1897-1963

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1956-1965

T 4286

1956-1965

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1921-1951

T 4287

1921-1951

New Items
1 Volumes, 1.33 CSE

(Jury Docket)
New Items
6 Volumes, 7.98 CSE

(Jury Lists)
New Items
1 Volumes, 1.33 CSE

(Jury Papers)
New Items
2.4 CSE

(Juvenile Docket)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1917-1975

T 4288

1917-1975

New Items
3 Volumes, 3.99 CSE

(Labor and Naturalization Correspondence)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1925-1935

T 4289

1925-1935

New Items
1 Volumes, 1.33 CSE

(Land Records, Index)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1867-1978

T 4290

1867-1978

New Items
40 Volumes, 53.2 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
(Ledger)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1969-1980

T 4291

1969-1980

New Items
2 Volumes, 2.66 CSE

(License Record)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1869

T 4292

1869

New Items
2 Volumes, 2.66 CSE

(License Register)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1982

T 4293

1982

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1899-1974

T 4294

1899-1974

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1902-1903

T 4295

1902-1903

New Items
1 Volumes, 1.33 CSE

(Lien Record)
New Items
5 Volumes, 6.65 CSE

(Liquor Cases)
New Items
2.4 CSE

(Magistrates Docket)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1869-1888

T 4296

1869-1888

New Items
2 Volumes, 2.66 CSE

(Magistrates Judgments, Index)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1896-1968

T 4297

1918-1968

New Items
9 Volumes, 11.97 CSE

(Magistrates Judgment Papers)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1920-1970

T 4298

1920-1970

New Items
2 Boxes, 4.8 CSE

(Magistrates Judgment Record)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1914-1971

T 4299

1914-1971

New Items
11 Volumes, 14.63 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
(Marriage Record)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1867-1886,
1892

T 4300

1867-1886,
1892

New Items
2 Volumes, 2.66 CSE

(Marriage Register)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1956-1977

T 4301

1956-1977

New Items
5 Volumes, 6.65 CSE

(Mechanics Liens)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1907-1976

T 4302

1907-1976

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1883-1923

T 4303

1883-1923

New Items
2.4 CSE

(Minutes)
New Items
2 Volumes, 2.66 CSE

(Motor Vehicle Docket)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1958-1959

T 4304

1958-1959

New Items
3 Volumes, 3.99 CSE

(Naturalization Petitions and Record)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1910-1915,
1920-1929

T 4305

1910-1915,
1920-1929

New Items
2 Volumes, 2.66 CSE

(New County Resident Record)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1911-1917

T 4306

1911-1917

New Items
1 Volumes, 1.33 CSE

(Oaths and Bonds)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1942-1950

T 4307

1942-1950

New Items
2.4 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
(Oaths of Office)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1973-1974

T 4308

1973-1974

New Items
1 Volumes, 3.73 CSE

(Oil and Gas Leases)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1909-1920

T 4309

1909-1920

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1945-1975

T 4310

1945-1975

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1896-1952

T 4311

1896-1952

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1696-1906

T 4312

1696-1906

New Items
2.4 CSE

(Ordinances)
New Items
2.4 CSE

(Pardon Papers)
New Items
2.4 CSE

(Patents)
New Items
2.4 CSE

(Paternity Papers)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1964-1978

T 4313

1964-1978

New Items
20 Boxes, 48 CSE

(Payment Record)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1888-1927

T 4314

1888-1927

New Items
7 Volumes, 9.31 CSE

(Physicians and Surgeons Applications)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1894-1903

T 4315

1894-1903

New Items
2.4 CSE

(Physicians and Surgeons Register)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1894-1923,
1958-1981

T 4316

1894-1923,
1958-1981

New Items
2 Volumes, 2.66 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
(Releases)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1941-1970

T 4317

1941-1971

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1937-1943

T 4318

1937-1943

New Items
1 Volumes, 17 Boxes, 42.13 CSE

(Tax Sale, Index)
New Items
1 Volumes, 1.33 CSE

(Trade Name Register)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1981

T 4319

1981

New Items
1 Volumes, 1.33 CSE

(Voter Registration Record)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1964-1966

T 4320

1964-1966

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1949-1965

T 4321

1949-1965

New Items
1 Volumes, 1.33 CSE

(Zoning Maps)
New Items
6 Boxes, 14.4 CSE

(Peoples Court Docket)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1927-1936

T 4322

1927-1936

New Items
6 Volumes, 7.98 CSE

(Peoples Court, Index)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

T 4323

New Items
3 Volumes, 3.99 CSE

(Real Estate Law Cases)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1868-1886

T 4324

1868-1886

New Items
2.4 CSE

(Conditional Contracts of Sale Docket, Index)
Dates

Series No
T 4373

Date Added

New Items
1 Volumes, 1.33 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
(Exemptions from Military Service)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

1916-1917

T 4390

1916-1917

Series No

Date Added

TM

11

2008

No Items

TM

11

2008

No Items

TM

11

2008

No Items

TM

11

2008

No Items

TM

11

2008

No Items

2.4 CSE

(Land Records)
Dates

New Items

WORCESTER COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
(Land Records)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

New Items

1944-1972

T 3607

1944-1972

358 Volumes, 476.14 CSE

1742-1857,
1972-1987

TM 380

2008

No Items

1742-1857,
1972-1987

TM 380

2008

No Items

1742-1857,
1972-1987

TM 380

2008

No Items

1742-1857,
1972-1987

TM 380

2008

No Items

1742-1857,
1972-1987

TM 380

2008

No Items

WORCESTER COUNTY REGISTER OF WILLS
(Estate Papers)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1799-1928

T 2546

1897-1928

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1926-1997

T 2550

1960-1997

New Items
44 Boxes, 105.6 CSE

(Claims Docket)
New Items
3 Volumes, 3.99 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
(Small Estate Papers)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1946-1997

T 4155

1946-1997

New Items
21 Boxes, 50.4 CSE

(Administration Proceedings)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1970-1975

T 4213

1970-1975

New Items
39 Volumes, 51.87 CSE

(Court Proceedings)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1921-1963

T 4214

1921-1963

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1908-1997

T 4215

1908-1997

New Items
40 Volumes, 53.2 CSE

(Estate Docket)
New Items
18 Volumes, 23.94 CSE

(Guardianship Accounts)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1855-1942

T 4216

1855-1942

New Items
9 Volumes, 11.97 CSE

(Guardianship Proceedings)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1942-1998

T 4217

1942-1998

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1920-1984

T 4218

1920-1984

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1913-1997

T 4219

1913-1997

Dates

Series No

Date Added

1973-1997

T 4220

1973-1997

New Items
2 Volumes, 2.66 CSE

(Inventories)
New Items
26 Volumes, 34.58 CSE

(Ledger)
New Items
9 Volumes, 11.97 CSE

(Minutes)
New Items
7 Volumes, 9.31 CSE

Maryland State Archives
Records Received
Since Last Hall of Records Commission Meeting
on April 28, 2008
(Wills)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1916-1988

T 4221

1916-1988

New Items
19 Volumes, 25.27 CSE

(Small Estate Docket)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1990-1997

T 4222

1990-1997

New Items
4 Volumes, 5.32 CSE

(Small Estate Docket, Index)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1965-1990

T 4223

1965-1990

New Items
2 Volumes, 2.66 CSE

(Wills of Living Persons and Index)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1956-1996

T 4224

1956-1996

New Items
2 Volumes, 2.66 CSE

(Administration Accounts)
Dates

Series No

Date Added

1921-1992

T 4231

1921-1992

Total CSE (clam shell equivalents) added:

New Items
18 Volumes, 23.94 CSE

26,027.38

Total number of volumes added:

5,649.00

Total number of boxes added:

7,620.00

Total number of maps/plats added:

4,475.00

Total number of CDs added:

85.00
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Letter of introduction

Dr. Edward C. Papenfuse,
State Archivist and Commissioner
of Land Patents
Maryland State Archives
350 Rowe Boulevard
Annapolis, MD 21401
March 21, 2007
Dear Dr. Papenfuse,
On behalf of the C&G Partners team, I am
pleased to submit our Visitor Experience Master
Plan for the Maryland State House, which has
been created in collaboration with you and
your staff, and with the input of the many
stakeholders of the Maryland State House.
We have brought our own history to bear on
the challenges you gave us, including past work
in museums, historic sites, signage initiatives,
interactives, non-profit branding programs, and
tour concepts for working facilities.
As you requested, this report provides a road
map for the reinterpretation of the State House,
including improvements in wayfinding, visitor
and crowd management, exhibition design and
use of spaces. The report includes estimates
of cost for the proposed refurbishment and
redesign of signage, exhibitions and interpretive
rooms, and it calls for projects that include
planning, writing, design, and installation of

C&G PARTNERS Maryland state house

new exhibits in the State House, an orientation
film and other interactive and interpretive
components.
We have given much thought to the issues of
crowding and the creation of additional on-line
content, and we have a proposal for individuallyguided audio tours to provide people with
in-depth interpretation of the building, its history
and its artwork.
It has been an honor to work with you and your
dedicated staff at the Archives, and to hear from
so many different stakeholders involved in this
important place, the State House. We believe
that the Master Plan that you initiated will build
on the excellent assets of Annapolis, the State
House, and the history that permeates both, and
elevate the visitor experience to a new standard
of quality.
Sincerely,
Jonathan Alger

Partner
C&G Partners
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AUTHORS

Master planning firm OVERVIEW:
C&G Partners creates identities, exhibitions,
print graphics, signage, interactive projects,
and environments that communicate
valuable ideas for clients of all kinds.
C&G Partners was founded by Steff
Geissbuhler, Keith Helmetag, Jonathan
Alger and Emanuela Frigerio. As designers
whose ideals are rooted in clarity, simplicity
and universality, the partners’ cumulative
history includes the creation of some of
the world’s most recognizable experiences,
images, spaces and icons. Recently, they
have completed major projects for Griffith
Observatory, Nasdaq, The Federal Reserve
Bank, National Parks of New York Harbor,
Hearst, Voice of America, New York
University and the National Oceanographic
& Atmospheric Administration. Currently, the
firm is working with the World Trade Center
Memorial Foundation, Bank of America, the
New York Yankees, Calamos Investments,
Vornado, the Signature Theatre Company
and American Express, to name a few.
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TEAM MEMBERS:
Jonathan Alger, Partner-in-charge
Keith Helmetag, Partner, Planning
Maya Kopytman, Associate Partner,
Web Design
Laura Koo, Project Manager
Daniel Fouad, Architecture
Rob Jarocki, Architecture
Mika Owens, Signage
Sarah Pokora, Graphic Design
Kevin Woest, Sketch Artist
Maya Gorton, Information Architect

CONTACT:
C&G Partners LLC
116 East 16th Street
New York, NY 10003
www.cgpartnersllc.com
Tel: 212 532 4460
Fax: 212 532 4465
Jonathan Alger, Partner
alger@cgpartnersllc.com
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BACKGROUND

Overview
The Maryland State House is one of the most
historic buildings in Maryland. It was one of
the first buildings in America to be declared
a National Historic Landmark. As many as
200,000 visitors come to the State House
every year, including many groups of school
children. The exhibits in the State House
are more than 20 years old and are in need
of updating. The signage is confusing and
the “wayfinding” experience for visitors is
difficult. The requirement to turn the State
House into a first rate tourist attraction
is complicated by the fact that the State
House is not only a historic destination, but
simultaneously a working office building
that houses the offices of the governor, the
lt. governor, the speaker of the House of
Delegates and the president of the Senate
and their staffs. Crowding and noise are
recurrent problems which detract from
the work environment, as well as from the
visitor experience.

C&G PARTNERS Maryland state house

A Symbol of Maryland
The Maryland State House is a genuine
national treasure. Its unique dome has stood
as a symbol of Maryland government and
its people for more than 200 years. It is
the most recognized structure in the State.
The historic events that took place within
its walls were pivotal in the formation of
the new nation as it struggled to gain its
independence and then to form a new
government. The Maryland State House
is now in its 228th year of continuous use
as the seat of both the executive and
legislative branches of state government
and is the oldest state house still in
continuous legislative use.

A National Historic Landmark
In recognition of its historic role in our
nation’s history, the Maryland State House
was designated a National Historic Landmark
in 1960 by the National Park Service.
According to the NPS: “National Historic
Landmarks are exceptional places. They form
a common bond between all Americans.
While there are many historic places across
the nation, only a small number have
meaning to all Americans—these we call
our National Historic Landmarks.” The
Maryland State House was among the first
properties in the nation to receive such
designation and was awarded it on the same
day, December 19, 1960, as such revered
landmarks as Mount Vernon and Monticello.
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BACKGROUND (continued)
A Key Role in History
In addition to its central role in Maryland
state history, the State House has also
played an important part in the early
years of our national history. In 1783–84,
it was the capitol of the United States
and is the only state house to have had
that distinction. On December 23, 1783,
General George Washington appeared
before the Continental Congress, meeting
in the Old Senate Chamber, to resign his
commission as commander-in-chief of the
Continental Army, a truly pivotal event in
the development of the American system
of government. Two weeks later, the
Continental Congress, still meeting in
the Old Senate Chamber, ratified the
Treaty of Paris, officially ending the
Revolutionary War.
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Artwork in the State House
In addition to being one of the most
historically important buildings in the United
States, the State House is also home to
paintings of great artistic and historical
importance, many of them by one of the
foremost colonial painters, Charles Willson
Peale. The painting of Washington, Lafayette
and Tilghman at Yorktown in the Old Senate
Chamber is one of the most iconic images
of the Revolutionary War era and is world
famous. The Thomas Sully portrait of Charles
Carroll of Carrollton, one of Maryland’s four
signers of the Declaration of Independence
and the only Roman Catholic signer, in the
new Senate Chamber is considered one of
the finest state portraits in the nation. The
huge painting Washington Resigning that
hangs in the grand staircase of the State
House is a widely published image of one
of the central events in the formation of
our nation. All of the works of art, as well
as the historic furniture in the building, are

part of the state-owned art collection that
is managed by the Maryland Commission
on Artistic Property of the Maryland State
Archives. The collection, much of which is on
display throughout the Annapolis complex,
dates back to the 1700s and is integral
to the interpretation of the State House
and immeasurably enhances its historic
importance.
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WHAT IS A MASTER PLAN ?

A master plan is the long-term outline for a substantive,
complex project. The work of a master plan combines
intensive discussion and thought with a wide-ranging,
exploratory design process. It describes a final vision that
is then accomplished step by step over time by defining,
planning and implementing a sequence of interrelated tasks.
It aligns all those tasks with one overarching purpose.
Though it is not a detailed concept design for any one
specific task, it can illustrate what the positive results
might be like. This helps all of the people involved to have
a confident, shared sense of the outcome.
A master plan shows what the completed project will
be, once all the tasks are complete, and also leaves the
possibility that some tasks may not be able to be done.
Typically, some method of phasing, scheduling or prioritysetting can then be used on the individual tasks or
sub-projects.
At C&G Partners, we prefer our master plan results to be
as specific, visual, appropriate and interesting as possible,
so that engaged, purposeful work can begin soon after.

C&G PARTNERS Maryland state house
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PURPOSE AND GOALS

Purpose
• Re-imagine the overall visitor experience
• Propose the design for historical exhibits that engage
the visitor in four centuries of State House history
• Maintain the architectural integrity and stately dignity
of this historic public building
• Provide the template for implementation beginning
Fiscal Year 2008
Goals
• Identify themes and redesign historical exhibits
that encompass four centuries of history
• Integrate the display of Washington’s resignation speech
into the new exhibits
• Make the Old Senate Chamber more accessible to visitors
• Coordinate the new exhibits with the design and content of
the re-created 19th century Old House of Delegates Chamber
• Interpret the State House as it is used today
• Develop crowd control ideas for public and school tours
• Propose audio tours and online content
• Locate and improve the function of Visitors’ Center
• Integrate the Old Treasury Building into the visitor experience

C&G PARTNERS Maryland state house
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analysis
• existing conditions
• Discussion of tourism
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section 1:

analysis
There is a great deal of support, even love, for this building.
While the State House has many positives, it unfortunately
also has many negatives. The time has come to correct
the balance.
The State House is a working government office building.
It is also a historic visitor destination. In both roles, it is
the first impression many visitors have of Maryland and its
government. Visitors today have very high expectations, and
while the State House satisfies some, others are not met.
Many experiences in the State House are not up to par, and
visitors have other places they could visit.
School children come to the building in large numbers, but
they may not continue if it is not made easier to use and more
relevant. It deserves to be the premier school tour venue in
the State, accessible, open and integral to student learning.
Places like other state houses in other states, Mount Vernon
and other destinations, are all improving their facilities now.
It is time this State House did the same.

C&G PARTNERS Maryland state house
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EXisting conditions

Positives
In brief, we confirmed that the State House is
well-loved locally and is central to Annapolis.
All local tour organizations and many schools in
Maryland make it a regular stop. It is a symbol
of the State. And after even one visit, it was very
clear to us that it is a strong destination with
great potential, both in terms of the experience
and in terms of the important historic events
that have taken place here.
The exterior spaces of the State House are
wonderful, charming and authentic in all
seasons.
The first floor (main visitor area) is a unique
and excellent architectural space. Materials and
details are exceptional and the building itself is
at its best as an experience here.

Left to RIGHT, Top to Bottom:
Old Treasury Building, House of Delegates
Chamber, USS Maryland Silver Service Display,
Tiffany Ceiling Skylight, State House Grounds

SECTION 1 ANALYSIS
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EXisting conditions (Continued)
Negatives
For people who are not aware of the State
House before coming to Annapolis, it is neither
easy to find by car or on foot, nor is it easy to
enter once you arrive. The State House does
not look very much like the historic tourist
attraction it is: it looks far more like only a
working State House. We noted repeatedly that
the ground floor experience would benefit from
improvements, and that while the exhibitions
upstairs are surprisingly durable given their
initial installation a generation ago, they would
also benefit from the application of advances in
exhibition thinking since that time.
The outdoor paths are not accessible to many
visitors, and access to the building in bad
weather and during peak season is challenging.
Exterior identification signage is dated in style.

Left to RIGHT, Top to Bottom:
Walkway on State House Grounds, Visitors’
Entrance, Existing Exhibits, Blocked Entry,
Visitors’ Research Computers

The ground floor is a serious disconnect
between the promise of the exterior and
the offering on the first floor (the main floor
upstairs). The vestibule entry is utilitarian and
industrial, the security provisions are non-ideal,
and the space is cluttered and disorienting for
any visitor. Many people come this way, not just
tourists, and the experience needs improving.
During peak times, this space is overcrowded.
Overall, no overarching thematic organization
is evident. Orienting features will help during
crowded times.

SECTION 1 ANALYSIS
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Discussion OF TOURISM

Tourism is Changing
New patterns of visitation offer an opportunity
for the State House to become an even more
solid and prominent part of the experience of
Annapolis and of Maryland. During the course
of this master plan study project, we had the
opportunity to speak formally and informally
with a wide range of different representatives
of state government, local volunteers, local
businesspeople and others. In the course of
these discussions, we confirmed anecdotally that
patterns of visitation are changing in Annapolis.
In short, there seems to be an overall decrease
in tourists and school groups coming to the city,
and an increase in seasonal or full-time residents.
We learned this primarily from interviews with
local tour operators; exact records are not
kept for the State House proper yet, partly
because so many different parties manage
visitor programs there. The local tour businesses
depend on package deals with inbound daytrippers and student groups. There used to be
three such companies; two merged recently due
to lack of customers, leaving two total.

SECTION 1 ANALYSIS

Why?
Without a more extensive study, we cannot
determine where visitors may be going instead,
but we do have a few hints. We have heard that
there are appealing new museum-like venues
in Baltimore that better satisfy certain school
curriculum needs, such as the Reginald F. Lewis
Museum of Maryland African American History
on East Pratt Street in Baltimore. Also, some
believe that 9/11 had a major and perhaps
lasting influence on visitation to Maryland overall.

What This Means
We believe that while this trend may threaten
certain businesses, it does not necessarily
bode poorly for the State House. The increase
in seasonal, second-home and semi-retired
residents may provide a new audience and
support group, and there is as yet no direct
proof that visits to the State House themselves
are declining. In fact, one main reason for this
study to begin with is the unabating crowding
problem in the building in the early part of each
year. Finally, even if this did mean slightly fewer
visitors to the State House, such a trend would
not necessarily even be a bad thing per se.
Regardless of the way you look at it, we think
that now is the time to take action to improve
the State House for all future visitors.

Page 13

section 2

BRANDING
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section 2

BRANDING
Today’s visitors expect good branding. We believe the
State House needs a strong brand (a logo and visual
identity system) to compete. Visitors will see your logo on
brochures and websites before they see anything else. Then
they look at your website, and decide whether to come
at all. This Master Plan represents a rare moment, when a
whole series of projects are being considered for execution
over time to eventually completely re-invent the visitor
experience at the State House. Because of this, any ideas
or initiatives that all these projects will have in common can
have impact you can’t otherwise get. We believe that the
overall branding of the place needs to be one of the first
projects you undertake. Consistency is very hard to achieve
unless one starts from scratch, which you are in this case.
Consider everything you do from now on, whether a
banner, a website, an exhibit or a future component not yet
invented, to be a “blank canvas” on which a new branding
system can play out.

SECTION 2 BRANDING
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EXAMPLES of Successful branding

MoMA
A Brand of Its Own
The State House would benefit greatly from
a brand of its own. The logos shown here are
all parts of branding projects we have been
involved in creating, all of them projects
for cultural institutions of various kinds. All
organizations today benefit from strong
visual brand strategy, whether corporations
or governments. A logo is only the simplest,
most visible part of a branding system, but is
also the most memorable. A logo for the State
House would help it strengthen its presence in
Annapolis, and in Maryland.

SECTION 2 BRANDING
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Branding

These three images simply show
the potential of a single branding
concept to knit all the elements
of your project together. All the
“blank” areas here represent
designs that have not been done.

If done correctly, they can all
be done as part of a consistent,
elegant, compelling graphic
language that has been invented
in advance and carefully followed.

We do not invent the branding
system here, because that is a
major effort of its own, but we do
believe that it should be one of
the very first things you do, in
order to ensure long-term success.

SECTION 2 BRANDING
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section 3

website
• website improvements
• site map
• concepts/content
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section 3

website
Obore dol
im aliqui er
vulluptat

We believe it is a must to update the existing website.
For many, if not most, visitors today, planning starts not
when they are at your front door, but before they have
left their homes or classrooms. A modern, appealing,
multifunctional website is a basic expectation of today’s
cultural tourist. It is used to plan visits, to confirm that
going is a good idea, to make arrangements online, to
get directions, to print out supplementary materials or
coupons for shopping, and a host of other things.
The State House does have a website today, though
it is not where one might expect—it is not at
www.marylandstatehouse.org. It is primarily informative
and could easily be updated to simply be more appealing
to today’s modern visitor. With a little more effort, the site
could be amplified and augmented to contain additional
media and interactive features to make a visit to the State
House and to Annapolis even more likely. And with a bit
more commitment than that, the website could be linked
in to the existing database of the Archives to make a visit
a truly interactive experience of all that the State House
and the Archives might have to offer.

C&G PARTNERS Maryland state house
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website improvements

new website structure and design
We propose a new website architecture
and design (left) that would replace the existing
(above). The new site would have stronger
branding, use modern web techniques, and
would have clear navigation to important
sections beyond. A single, appealing image
would be programmed to change with the
seasons, and a rotating series of a-la-carte
“modules” that link to content would pull
visitors to different featured pages and virtual
exhibits inside.
On the next pages, an enlarged view of the
proposed new home page, and a sketch of
the seasonal idea.
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Virtual Galleries
The State House contains a number of
remarkable objects, spaces and artworks that
would be worth showing more compellingly
online. These could be organized by type, room
or date, and the website would create “galleries
on the fly” depending on the interests of the
visitors. This would also be an ideal way to get
more of the related content in the Archives
in front of the public. Additional documents,
images and other media could be included in the
State House’s virtual galleries, along with links to
further study in the Archives itself.
Various systems exist that could better connect
the State House website with the Archives
database. Of all of them, we would most
recommend the systems invented by Gallery
Systems, who provide technology to many of
the leading museums and archives in the United
States.
To the left, we have designed a sample interior
page of the proposed new website that shows
how visitors can navigate to individual objects
and artworks, seeing and calling up related
pieces as they browse the collection.
On the next page you will see a draft site map
for the website.
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SITE mAP
module 1
(e.g. anniversaries)

module 2
(e.g. seasonal)

module 3
(e.g. tour times)

module 4
(e.g. featured art)

HOME

VISITOR
INFO

S. H.
HISTORY

S. H. ARTWORK,
ROOM BY ROOM

ONLINE
EXHIBITS

EDUCATION

OTHER
RESOURCES

exhibits
at S.H

building
history

room 1

artwork

MSA site

contact,
hours,
directions

historical
events

room 2

architecture

MSA
database

room 3

civics

MD manual

room 4

history

office of
tourism
development

floor plan

tours
topic 1 topic 2 topic 3
current
events

scavenger
hunt

visitor
regulations

documents
for the
classroom

FAQs
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office of
sec’y
of state
MD leg sys
handouts
MLIS

Concepts/Content

Already on line
Overview of State House: its history, artwork,
and important events
Teaching materials for 4th
and 5th grade teachers studying
Maryland history
• Where is the State House? Annapolis the
capital of Maryland
• What is the State House? The seat of
Maryland government and where laws
are made
• What is in the State House?
• Who is in the State House? Governor,
Lt. governor, and General Assembly
• Field Trip section for teachers bringing
students to State House and Annapolis

SECTION 3 WEBSITE

Teaching materials for high
school students
• Civics: how the General Assembly
is organized and bills are passed
• History
• Annapolis the capital of Maryland
• Annapolis the capital of the US and
Congress at Annapolis
• George Washington’s resignation
• The ratification of the Treaty of Paris
• Maryland and the U.S. Constitution
• Annapolis Convention
• Ratification of the U.S. Constitution
• Artwork in the State House
• Architecture of the State House
• Principles of Georgian architecture
• The Dome
• The evolution of the State House over time

Links to other sites
• Maryland State Archives
• Education & Outreach
• Maryland Manual On-line
• Maryland At a Glance
• Office of Tourism Development
• The Kids Room
• Office of the Secretary of State
• Maryland Kids Page
Other materials to see/consider
• Maryland Department of Legislative
Services handouts
• New York State Capital Tour Program
Resource Kit
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outside
• festive banners on state circle
• landscape interpretation
• directional signage
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Once the visitors have arrived, they must still get to, and
through, the front door. The approach and entry sequences
of the State House are in need of change, and there are
many unused opportunities outside the building to improve
the visual presence of the State House. The way in is neither
clear nor as enjoyable as it could be. Existing signage
around State Circle is confusing: for example, visitors are
directed to enter the State House through “The Lawyers’
Mall entrance,” which first-time visitors don’t understand.
State Circle is difficult to navigate for visitors in wheelchairs.

We believe much of these issues can be solved with a series
of new initiatives that cover signage, banners, site
interpretation, new functionality for the Old Treasury Building,
and new concepts for the entry of the building itself.

SECTION 4 OUTSIDE
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festive Banners on state circle
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1 New Festive Banners
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A Multipurpose Banner Concept
The problem of navigating visitors to the correct
entrance can be solved, we believe, at the same
time that we increase the visibility of the State
House overall. New festive banners—large,
colorful elements in multiple locations at the
perimeter of State Circle—will contain visuals
about the State House and what it contains, and
also will have information or visuals directing
people where to go to get inside. This will

SECTION 4 OUTSIDE

replace the infamous “go to Lawyer’s Mall” signs
with verbiage and visuals that are easy to see
and use. It will also proclaim the site as a historic
place well worth visiting and as a working facility
of modern government. Note that the new
banners are located near prominent pedestrian
access points and near prominent view corridors
for vehicular traffic.

Contextually Appropriate
Visual Solutions
The banners would be hung on poles designed
in keeping with the local context. If they can
be positioned on the property just behind and
above the continuous perimeter brick wall, they
can be shorter than the eye will think, yet still
visible and effective. Message content would
be careful to position the State House both as
a government facility and historic destination.
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LANDSCAPE INTERPRETATION
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1 New Interpretive Signage at
Pedestrian Scale
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2 New Bronze Statue of
Washington’s Servant and Horse
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3 New Historical Timeline Path,
Representing Increments of
Time Over Four Centuries with
Corresponding Interpretive Stones
in Pathway, Currently under
Construction
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4 New Commemorative Markers
and Information Signage to Be
Located at All Memorial Tree
Locations
5 Three New Projectors for
Outdoor Lighting Design
to Enhance Visitor Experience
at Night
6 Interpretive Signage About
Contributory Buildings on State
Circle Such As Shaw House and
Government House
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INTERPRETIVE PANELS
In the spirit of the “free sample” technique often
used in other kinds of venues, and in keeping
with our plan to bring historic stories out past
the building walls, we propose placing low
interpretive wayside panels adjacent to each
of the pedestrian access points. These would
be appropriately designed for the context,
and would contain information and visuals that
pertain to the things passersby can see from
each of the selected locations. For example,
a panel near the Old Treasury Building might
give a few fast facts about that structure,
and both educate and attract visitors to the
State House.

SECTION 4 OUTSIDE
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continuous historic timeline
In the existing pathways of the landscape of
State Circle, we propose laying in a continuous
historic timeline, arcing from the pedestrian
access point near the intersection of State Circle
and Francis Street and continuing all the way
around the building to the front side near the
intersection of State Circle and North Street.
This would start in the 1700’s near Francis Street
and go to approximately the year 2000 near
North Street. It would feature text and bas-relief
or engraved visuals and a consistent timeline
rhythm throughout.
interpretive signage
Also, to increase the visibility of other historic
assets on the grounds, we propose redoing
and adding to existing interpretive signage that
commemorates sculptures of historic figures
and commemorative trees on the property. This
would be done in a manner in keeping both
with the pathway timeline and the interpretive
signage elsewhere on the grounds.

SECTION 4 OUTSIDE
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New Bronze Statue of Washington’s
MANServant and Horse
When General Washington resigned his
commission, it was a historic moment both in
American history and the history of the State
House. A new series of installations will be made
inside the building that will bring this moment
to life. See the section of this report pertaining
to the Old Senate Chamber on the First Floor,
interior, for more on the narrative and techniques
of this new experience and a description of the
high-quality forensic bronze method proposed
for use here.
Outside, we would like to bring the landscape
to life and hint at the important experience
inside by positioning painstakingly accurately
researched, life-size, cast bronze recreations
of General Washington’s manservant and horse,
both waiting outside the building for him
to come back out after the historic moment.
The position, garb and other details of this
scene outside would be carefully researched
and interpretively labeled to make clear that
this is a historic recreation, not an artist’s
conception or new art installation.
To visitors on their way into the State House,
the bronze entourage will serve as a teaser or
prelude to the story inside, while for visitors who
have already been in the Old Senate Chamber,
seeing the manservant and horse outside will
complete the experience.

SECTION 4 OUTSIDE
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EVENING OUTDOOR EVENTS
During the temperate months, the evening is a
perfect time to enliven State Circle with events
and activity. Why not build in a permanent
audio-visual system that would project moving
images and sound onto the historic façade? This
concept works well in many historic locations
as widespread as the pyramids in Egypt and
the historic neighborhoods of Philadelphia,
where light and sounds bring the entire city

SECTION 4 OUTSIDE

alive for tourists on pre-arranged walking tours.
We propose evening events be curated to take
advantage of the “other 12 hours” every day
at the State House. These could include music,
lectures, films and other activities from just
before sunset onwards.
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DIRECTIONAL SIGNAGE

`bV

<]
b
`SS

Ab

D>


D

D>


D>


Vehicular Directional Signs:
Reduce Clutter
Exterior directional signage is of two types:
vehicular and pedestrian. This page shows the
current location and type of each vehicular
sign, which have to be plentiful to be effective.
Here, though, they are also cluttered. This sign
type follows federal, state and municipal code
standards, which prevents stylistic graphic
redesign. We propose to design new mounting
systems to organize existing signs in current
locations, to reduce visual clutter.
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Vehicular Traffic Signage
V/1: One Way
V/2: One Way / Snow Emergency Route
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Vehicular Parking Signage
VP/1: 2 Hour Parking
VP/2: No Parking Between Signs   
VP/3: Reserved for State Police
VP/4: No Parking Any Time
VP/5: Reserved for Executive Department
VP/6: Reserved for Lieutenant Governor
VP/7: Reserved for House of Delegates
VP/8: Reserved for The Speaker of The House
VP/9: Reserved for The Senate President
VP/10: Reserved for The State Senate
VP/11: Reserved for The State Police
Superintendent
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DIRECTIONAL SIGNAGE (continued)
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Pedestrian Directional Signage:
Redesign and Augment
Pedestrian signage is in two categories:
identification signs for the site and buildings
and rules and regulation signs for the park area.
The rules signs would benefit from a redesign,
which can be done because they are not codecompliant. The identification signs, however,
should be both increased in quantity and
redesigned, eliminating the existing “historic”
signs. New ID signs should be large and visible,
contain the new branding, and clearly welcome
the public to the grounds and buildings.
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We propose the festive site banners to help fix
the “enter at Lawyers’ Mall” problem. There is
also a need for additional pedestrian directional
signage along paths to the main entrance.
Identification Signage
ID/1: New Identification Signage in Existing
Locations (Previously “Maryland State
House” Signs)
IDN/1: New Identification Signage in New Location  
Pedestrian Traffic Signage
P/1: New Rules and Regulations Signage
in Existing Location (Previously “No Skate
Boarding, Etc.../Hours”)
P/2: New Directional Signage for Pedestrians
in Existing Location (Previously “Entrance
at Lawyer’s Mall”)
P/3: New Directional Signage for Handicap
Access (Previously “Handicap Access at
Lawyer’s Mall”)
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EXAMPLES of Successful CULTURAL ID SIGNS

Signage we have designed for past clients.
Clockwise from upper left: U Penn, McNay
Art Museum, Toledo Museum of Art, Heritage
Trails NYC.
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section 5

old treasury
building
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Built in 1735, the Old Treasury Building is the oldest public
building in Annapolis. It is empty at the moment and not
open to the public. It is in the process of being made ADA
accessible, but it does not have water or restroom facilities.
Regardless, we feel we must bring it back to the public
somehow. We studied a quantity of different possibilities:
making it the primary visitors’ center for the State House,
putting an orientation film there, turning it into the primary
security screening facility, having exhibits to interpret State
Circle and its buildings, and other ideas.
In the end, because it is physically separate from the State
House and has no restroom, few staffed functions really work
well there year-round. We determined, however, that a standalone, rugged display of some kind would be an asset, and
that there are a number of subjects that would be a natural fit,
particularly certain early 18th century events in Annapolis and
Maryland.

SECTION 5 OLD TREASURY BUILDING
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OlD TREASURY BUILDING

1 Wall Mounted Displays about
Early Maryland and Historic
St. Mary’s City
2 New Replicas of Original Desks
with Cast Bronze Tops with
Quotidien Object Tableau
3 New Replicas of Original Desk
with Cast Bronze Body and
Engraved Interpretive Insert Tops
4 Interpretive Signage
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5 Exhibition Graphics
6 Existing Treasury Chest
Displayed with Top Open and
New Glass Cover
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NEW EXHIBITS ON HISTORIC ST. MARY’S CITY
IN TREASURER’S OFFICE CHAMBER
The smaller of the two chambers, which is
currently being renovated to have an ongrade handicap accessible entry, will house a
series of simple exhibits on Historic St. Mary’s
City and the early part of the 18th century in
Maryland. Like exhibits in the main room, these
are appealing but durable, and do not require
special security or excessive maintenance
over time.

SECTION 5 OLD TREASURY BUILDING

Page 41

new self-guided exhibits in
assembly room
A durable, self-guided experience in the
Old Treasury Building features an information
video loop masquerading as a gilt-edged
portrait on the wall, an open treasury chest
with reproduction valuables inside, and
informative exhibit displays in the form
of period furniture pieces.

SECTION 5 OLD TREASURY BUILDING
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Period Furniture Casting
In the locations where the treasury clerks’
furniture would have been, and in the same form,
we cast durable replica shapes. One of them is
a complete clerk’s station, with monolithic cast
parts for all the things that he would have used
to do his job at the Treasury, from a ledger book
to a quill pen, all durably set in place, touchable
and permanent. Visitors can sit at the slightly
angled-out chair and use the setting as a prop
for the imagination.
Period Furniture As Modern Exhibit
The other piece of furniture in this room has the
shape and form of a historic table, but the top
has been infilled with an internally-lit graphic
display with an embedded, motion-activated
monitor under glass that tells the story of the
building.

SECTION 5 OLD TREASURY BUILDING
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ENTRY Façade
• ENTRY façade IMPROVEMENTS
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The State House is not easy to find by car. The roads in the
historic center of town have unexpected turns and one-way
designations that always seem to go in the direction you don’t
want to turn. Many visitors driving to the State House will
pass by the entrance and may not realize it. Visitors driving
by who aren’t specifically looking for the State House may
not realize that it is open to the public. We strongly suggest
improving the visibility of the State House with a new set
of banners and awnings. These will make the building and
its main entry more visible, and will also improve the entry
experience.
See the pages that follow for more about changing the use
of the grand stairs, the benefits of opening a second entry on
the ground floor, and the idea of outdoor seating here. In the
sections that follow afterwards, we go into more detail about
the ground floor itself, including a new vestibule idea.

C&G PARTNERS Maryland state house
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ENtrY FAÇADE improvements

1 Open Second Entrance on
Lower =ZRB`SOac`g0cWZRW\U
Level
2 Close Historic Grand Stairs
Except to Those with Prox Card
Access
3 New Exterior Landscaped
Seating Area
4 New Entry Façade Banners
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6 Open Additional Ground Floor
Entrance by Relocating Existing
Trash Bins from Front to Side
of Building
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5 New Awnings at Existing
Walkways
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ENTRY façade improvements (CONTINUED)
ENTRY façade research
We have carefully considered the issue of
the main entrance of the building. We have
consulted with numerous parties and walked
around and through the various entry areas
repeatedly. The core team has held many hours
of talks about how best to improve this area,
because it is so critical to the visitor experience.
We are well aware that this is not just an entry
for visitors, but also for organized tours from
Legislative Services, members of government
including the highest-ranking officials of the
State at any given time, security personnel,
lobbyists, business visitors, maintenance staff
and many more.

SECTION 6 ENTRY FAÇADE

After much consideration, we propose to use the
lower entry for all visitors, close the grand stairs,
move trash collection to the west side of the
building, add new seating and shelter outside,
and place new permanent banners between the
existing columns. We also propose changes to
the interior of the ground floor directly inside
this new multipurpose entry, which are described
in the section of this report on the ground floor.
New entry awnings will offer separate entry
sequences for tour visitors and business visitors.

Close Historic Grand Stairs
Visitors have slipped and fallen on these stairs,
they are treacherous during foul weather, they
are hard for many visitors to climb, and they
are impassable to the handicapped. We believe
they should be elegantly roped off or otherwise
signed to indicate that all visitors are welcome
to use either of the lower side entrances. Only
members of government and their guests would
use this stair, and would require a prox card
to get in upstairs. There would no longer be a
substantive security station with magnetometer
and x-ray here, which will enable cost savings
that can be used downstairs.
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New ENTRY Façade: Comprehensive View
A series of related projects will change the first
impression of the State House, to ensure more
visitors realize it is there, where to enter, and
that it is a public cultural attraction in addition
to being a working government building. New
banners and awnings bring color to the historic
palette of materials, and a second entrance on
the ground floor increases the feeling of shelter,
comfort and accessibility.

SECTION 6 ENTRY FAÇADE
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New symmetrical covered walkways
The walkways to either side of the building
are pleasant, convenient and appealing. New
awnings will be installed on both sides of the
building to return the entry façade to the
symmetry of the original plan. Made from simple,
light materials in keeping with the historic
fabric of the surrounding area, these will help to
confirm that these are the main entries, they will
shelter people from the elements on those days
when a line forms outside, and they will contain
interpretive visuals and text that explain what
the experience is like inside and how best to get
through security quickly and smoothly.
OUTDOOR SEATING
In addition, the existing brick walkway on each
side is slightly widened to accommodate new
exterior seating integrated into the landscape.
This increases the feeling of welcome and also
gives a place of repose for people waiting for
their groups to assemble or for people who need
to sit down for whatever reason at this location.
For a detailed description of the interior of the
vestibule beyond these new entry promenades,
see the section of this report that deals with
improvements to the ground floor.

SECTION 6 ENTRY FAÇADE
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New, colorful, coordinated
banners at a large scale will
clearly identify the building
itself to drivers and pedestrians
making their way through
Annapolis, identify the main
entry façade of the building
overall, and also almost
literally point at the entry
portals on the ground floor.
Text shown here is a stand-in,
pending a study of wording
and brand visuals.

SECTION 6 ENTRY FAÇADE
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section 7

ground floor
• vestibule improvements
• interior improvements
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The lower level of the State House is primarily occupied by
staff offices. However, it is also where many visitors enter
the building (including all handicapped visitors). It is neither
appealing nor functional enough for historic tour visitors.
It requires enhanced signage and “wayfinding” assistance
for all visitors, particularly in order to access the main
interpretive area on the floor above. This area also needs
to be made simply more attractive and inviting. It is also
a good place to “confirm selection”: to re-advertise the
experiences visitors will have upstairs and to give them a
good feeling that they’ve picked the right place to visit and
should get more engaged now, not less.

C&G PARTNERS Maryland state house

Page 52

Sb

AbO
bS
1W`
QZS

VESTIBULE IMProVEMeNTS

1 Move Front Trash Collection
Area to Areaway at Side of
Building, Open Up Lower Front
Left Entry Portal; Revise All
Finishes and Add Lighting
2 New Glass Enclosure
3 Existing Trees to Remain
4 New Outdoor Seating Area
5 New Glass Doors
6 New Awning and Lighting Above
;O`gZO\RAbObS6]caS

9

7 New Benches
8 Existing Light Post to Remain
9 New Concrete Retaining Wall
and Landscaping
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VESTIBULE improvements
Entry to the ground floor was once grandly
symmetrical. We propose to renovate the
vestibule under the stairs at both ends (by
moving trash pickup) to increase sheltered
and semi-sheltered waiting space. The existing
sheltered but outdoor space under the stairs
(visitors are shown in this sketch entering that
space) would get closed to the weather and
climate-conditioned (or at least insulated),
with new glass walls and glass doors where
archways now exist. New paint finishes inside
and upgraded lighting will give a much stronger
sense of warmth and welcome and will amplify
the uncommonly dramatic masonry wall surface
inside that corridor space.
This change is more enjoyable, more functional,
and even more secure, as it holds more
unscreened visitors under shelter outside
the technical perimeter footprint (the bomb
perimeter) of the building. The spaces inside and
out are used for information for the public not
only about what they can see inside, but also
how to quickly and safely get through security
and to their destination. These two symmetrical
entries could be for different visitor groups
(business versus tourist), both could serve all
groups, or the difference could vary seasonally.

SECTION 7 GROUND FLOOR
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inTERIOR IMProVEMeNTS

1 New Women’s Restroom
2 New Location for Single
Telephone Booth
3 New Information Desk/Central
Security Guard’s Desk
4 Central Directional Signage
Location Above
5 Directional Signage Overhead
6 Interpretive Display/Poster/
Banner
7 Security Check Point
8 New Location for Existing
Computer Terminals
9 Engage Space Planner to
Improve Year-Round Function of
Cantina Space; Vending Machine
Relocated Here
10 More Efficient, Modern Design
for Existing Desk/Counter Space
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Ground Floor Improvements
There needs to be a public women’s restroom
downstairs, as shown earlier. The desk/counter
layout is neither welcoming nor effective, and
we suggest changing it to two spaces, one in
the center and another further back.
Miscellaneous signs and notices are removed
to reduce visual clutter. New overhead signage
will give concise, legible directional information
and pictorial hints of the content and history
of the space. This will help visitors find their
way either to the large stairs, out of direct sight
in the rear, or to the small front elevator. New,
colorful, large-scale historic imagery fills as many
wall spaces as possible, to reinvent this entire
floor as an anteroom to a national-class historic
destination and dignified working state building.
Existing elements like the shoe shine stand and
computer terminals are removed.
After lengthy study, we feel that the front
elevator, as is, should be retained for vertical
circulation for people who can’t use the stairs.
The “Governor’s Elevator” would be far
preferable, because visitors would all arrive
at the same spot regardless of the means
they used, but it is too small for wheelchairs
and has security issues.

SECTION 7 GROUND FLOOR
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section 8

FIRST floor
• Thematic plan
• Lobby and rotunda
• Visitors’ center
• old senate chamber
• old senate committee room
• StairWELL room
• ARCHIVES ROOM
• Old House of delegates chamber
• senate chamber
• house of DELEGATES chamber
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The first floor (the main floor) is the core of the visitor
experience. There is a great deal of excitement on this floor,
especially during peak seasons, and not just because the
legislature does business off the same lobby that museumgoers use. It is a unique and memorable space for anyone
who visits. In the pages that follow, we propose revised,
adjusted, and sometimes all-new uses for each of the public
spaces, including even the lobby itself and the legislative
chambers when not in use by officials.
The first, and most significant change is a simple new
thematic overlay for the entire floor, where each large zone
of the space is given a different overall chronological period
it represents. This organizes the entire space and gives a
mental structure visitors can use to help them navigate
both the physical areas and the narrative storyline.

C&G PARTNERS Maryland state house
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FIRST FLOOR

First Floor Overview
Upon arrival at the first floor, it is clear that this
is an impressive space. But it is not totally clear
to visitors where they are meant to go or where
the “first thing,” the “main thing” or the “must
see’s” are. Some self-guided movement is part
of any museum-like experience, but the crowding
situation in the State House in the early months
of every year calls for a more effective overall
organizational system and clear starting point. It
is unclear what rooms lie beyond each doorway,
and unclear which spaces are actually off-limits
until security personnel (who are not focused
on hospitality) intervene.
We propose that the Visitors’ Center become
focused entirely on the State House and
Annapolis experience. We suggest that an
orientation film with seating be permanently
on view there.
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We also call for visible, colorful, handsome
thematic label signage “totems” to help visitors
identify each gallery space by their doorways
from anywhere in the main lobby.
We feel that some central, vertical, directional
elements in the lobby, under the rotunda, will
both help orient people as they move in and out
of the lobby and also draw their eyes upwards
to view the extraordinary architectural features
far overhead. If chosen well, they will not detract
from the space even though they are massive
in scale.

First Floor Exhibits
The focal points of a visit to the State House
are the historic interpretive experiences,
specifically the Old Senate Chamber and George
Washington’s resignation as commander-inchief and the ratification of the Treaty of Paris.
Not all visitors may understand this emphasis,
however. Upon arrival, visitors find several rooms
with historical exhibits that are content-rich but
text-heavy, 20 years old and showing it, do not
interpret the 19th century at all, and do not tell
visitors what goes on in the building and who
works in it. Most of the exhibits were installed
for bicentennial celebrations in 1983 and 1986;
it is actually remarkable that they are still as
serviceable as they are.

Page 59

THEMATIC PLAN

Maryland State House: A Story Across
Four Centuries
A new, simple thematic plan will underpin the
entire experience of the main floor, and of the
State House in general. This can be the basis of a
floor plan handout, of maps that can be found in
signage on the ground floor and in the Visitors’
Center, and downloadable maps on the website.
A simple mental model that is easy to follow and
remember will make the physical spaces easier
to find and the narrative easier to follow.

(HISTORICAL
FURNISHINGS
PLAN IN
PROGRESS)

18th Cen.

19th Cen.
18th Cen.
18th Cen.

Each large zone now speaks for a century, from
the 18th to the 21st (the Old Treasury Building
is dedicated to 17th and 18th Centuries). The Old
Senate Chamber and nearby rooms speak for
the 18th Century. The new, restored Old House
of Delegates Chamber is the heart of the 19th
Century interpretation. The current legislative
chambers tell the story of the 20th and 21st
Centuries.

¸

20th Cen.
And 21st Cen.
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¸

Note: The diagram to the left is not the proposed
new map itself. The map, when drawn in the
future, can be much simpler, diagrammatic and
appealing. This diagram shows the concept for
the purposes of this report only.

#¸

20th Cen.
And 21st Cen.
17th and
18th Cen.

¸
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“EXPLODED” PAINTING: “WASHINGTON
RESIGNING HIS COMMISSION”
The painting on the stair landing between
the first and second floors shows the most
important event that happened in the State
House and is an important visual record of
that day. Yet it is inaccessible to visitors who
are not going up to the second floor and
to those who may go up, but cannot use
the stairs. We propose to reproduce it as a
flat digital graphic in the adjacent first floor
stair hall, which is currently a vacant wall
space designated for display. To make sure
it is clear this is a reproduction, and to add
content, we will “explode” the painting with
many of the interesting facts and figures that
are currently available online—identifying
some of the important people in the image,
commenting on the meaning of the event,
and demystifying some of what is shown
in the scene—in a way that looks threedimensional but is actually all directly in
the graphic layer applied to the wall.
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LOBBY AND ROTUNDA

1 New Location for John Shaw
Flag, Suspended from Rotunda
2 New Location for
“The Federalist” Ship
3 New Sign Totems
4 “Exploded” Painting: “Washington
Resigning His Commission”
5 Archives Room
6 Stairwell Room
7 Visitors’ Center
8 Old House of Delegates Chamber
9 Old Senate Chamber

¸
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1 New Location for
“The Federalist” Ship
2 New Location for John Shaw
Flag, Suspended from Rotunda
3 New Sign Totems
4 “Exploded” Painting: “Washington
Resigning His Commission”
¸
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Cross-Section Views
The sketches on the left show all of the elements
in the lobby in relation to each other, and to the
rest of the building. Note that a large object
hung in the center is visible and vital from both
the first and second floor (balcony view), as are
the new sign totems. Also note that putting an
object under the rotunda better identifies the
earlier part of the building as the “center” of the
historic visitor experience.

¸
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THEMATIC GALLERY SIGN TOTEMS
Visitors cannot tell from the lobby what lies
beyond each doorway. Some of the openings off
the lobby are historic galleries, one is a visitors’
center, one leads to bathrooms, two lead to
modern legislative chambers sometimes in use,
and several are off-limits to visitors. We propose
a system that gives a labelled map of the space,
but does so in the space itself, rather than in a
handout brochure.
We suggest to put tall (perhaps about 10 feet;
the space can handle this easily) but lightweight
“blade” signs with strong appropriate
background color and visually compelling
typography that label each doorway. The same
message is on both sides, for visitors walking in
either direction, and includes both the general
thematic region, color-coded, and also a very
brief menu of a few highlights inside that
particular opening. These would be present
not only at the entries to important destination
spaces, like the Old Senate Chamber (18th
Century) and the Visitors’ Center, but also
perhaps to the restrooms as well, so that visitors
can easily and quickly get wherever they need to
go and feel comfortable and safe doing so.
For important events, these lightweight pieces
can be moved aside to return the lobby to a
completely historic appearance.
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A symbolic CENTERPIECE
The lobby is a grand space finished with
premium materials. The area under the rotunda
in the older part of the building is especially
refined and well-proportioned. We feel that it
should be more clearly called out as the center
of the historic visitor experience. While grand,
the lobby is not particularly colorful, nor is it
spectacularly well-lit. A new central object here
would help make a milestone for orientation,
help draw visitors eyes upward, and help make
this space more experientially exciting and
educational on its own as well.
We propose bringing back two objects that
have been here before, but separately and
temporarily: the John Shaw flag and the ship
“The Federalist.” Both of these objects have
strong, relevant connections to both the State
House and to Annapolis. The flag is powerful
symbol of Annapolis’ one-time role as a capitol
of the U.S. The ship symbolizes Maryland’s
celebration of the ratification of the Constitution
of the United States and to its ongoing nautical
atmosphere. Both together would immediately
give a clear visual statement about the
importance of this place to American history.
Finally, we strongly suggest improved lighting
around the rotunda, both to light the objects
and the room.
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VISITORS’ CENTER

1 New Projection Screens Above
for Videos on the State House,
Annapolis and Maryland


a

2 New Benches, Capacity:
14 Adults or 18 Youths
3 New Brochure Shelving
4 New LCD Screen at Information
Desk
5 Graphic Surfaces Above
6 New Retail Displays

#¸
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VISITORs’ CENTER
The Visitors’ Center should play a more
central organization and orientation role
in the new visitor experience of the
State House.
“Start Here”
Currently, there is no “start” destination
at the State House; visitors go wherever
they happen to go. A stronger “start here”
presence isn’t necessarily going to get used
as designed every time, but it does clearly
signal the sequence in which the whole
place has been designed, so that visitors
can come back to it and understand how
it works even if they stop here partway
through their experience rather than at the
start. The Visitors’ Center would be indicated
on all maps and signs as the “start” place
for historic visitors.
Friendly Face
There is an ongoing need for a friendly
face, a warm person to interact with on the
first floor. The security staff is not trained
primarily for hospitality, whereas visitors’
center staff are.
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Orientation / Overview
The State House currently has no overall
narrative orientation experience. When
changes to the ground floor are completed
as shown elsewhere in this package, there
will be added ability to orient people
physically and describe the options available
to them, but there will not be an overview
to the storyline unless we make one.
We propose to do so here, by having an
orientation film to the State House playing
in this space on a constant basis, using
directional sound playback to limit sound
bleed. This would be very short, actually, so
that the room can function well as a visitors’
center, mini-theater and partial waiting space
for the theater all at the same time. Five
minutes would probably do it, ten minutes
would be the longest.

Map Diagram
A large-scale, visual, orientation map
diagram of the first floor of the State House
would be prominently located here. It
would clearly explain at a glance the simple
century-by-century thematic zoning system
that will help visitors know where they are as
they move through the building.
Upgraded State Tourism Offerings
While we propose reducing the display
space here that is given to brochures,
most of the change is a reduction in the
oversized hidden staff areas currently
behind the existing divider wall. We would
propose new technology in this space like
podcast stations and an LCD monitor that
is refreshed from a distant programming
center to show the latest about Annapolis.
The result will be a more effective space for
all the functions it currently serves and more.
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View from Lobby Entry Door
This sketch shows a new, more spacious layout
with additional capacity for visitors to occupy
the space, ask questions, see videos and learn
more about the State House, Annapolis and
Maryland. Films play in the top part of the
space, other information is easily accessible in
the lower band, and the information desk has a
new location, presiding over the room from the
back. This will draw visitors in and help them
use the room more effectively. As a side benefit,
the architecture and outside view are no longer
visually blocked.
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ORIENTATION FILM
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ORIENTATION FILM: “FOCUS ON
THE STATE HOUSE”
A brief video production will play in the Visitors’
Center space, with sound delivered with a
directional sound playback system. The film will
use a “zoom in” metaphor, and will transition
visitors from the scale of Maryland, to Annapolis,
to State Circle, to the State House, to the
Visitors’ Center, and then take them on a quick
“overture” visual tour of the spaces in the State
House, briefly explaining the significance of
each. Visitors can keep this experience in mind
as they then move through the building, and the
film will enable them to focus emotionally on the
stories they’ll see. The “zoom in” metaphor will
also position the State House as the narrative
center of Maryland and of the visitor experience
in Annapolis.
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An edited, lower-resolution version of the film
can be offered on the website as well, so that
the development costs can provide a benefit in
a number of different locations. The narrative
outline of the film can take its cues directly from
the narrative outline of the different rooms, and
can repeate and reiterate the messages visitors
will read and see there. This can make the entire
experience the most coordinated, powerful
communication tool possible.
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AUDIO TOUR & CROWD CONTROL
We carefully examined a number of possibilities
for audio tours, mp3 tours, podcast tours, PDA
tours and other technological methods. The
archives team is continuing to address this in
meetings with leading audio tour providers. We
concluded that cutting-edge technologies that
may change quickly in the coming years (such as
PDAs and podcasts) may not be appropriate for
this venue. However, we have recently had great
success with assisted-listening tour systems
like those from Listen Technologies. These
enable a guide to speak to a group of visitors
through radio frequencies, and they can all hear
that voice even if the guide whispers. This will
reduce the noise during crowded seasons, give
the guide more crowd control power, and give
a warranteed, existing technology to the State
House at a low cost. A simple playback unit like
an iPod can be patched in to give pre-canned
content as well, which can be produced simply
by local providers if desired. The units are
rechargeable and need only modest hygienic
maintenance daily.
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Old senate CHAMBER

1 Welcome Visitors into Room and
Expand Access with Stanchioned
Pathway
2 Bring Scene to Life with Bronze
“Forensic Sculptures”
3 Interpret Historic Scene on
Wayside Panels
4 Hang Painting over Mantle
5 Open Shutters to View
and Sunlight

¸
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Old senate CHAMBER
Overview
The Old Senate Chamber is the heart of the
historic tour visitor experience of the State
House. The space, where Washington resigned
his commission, is one of the most important
interior spaces in the country. Currently, though,
it is not possible for visitors to go inside it, it
is very dark, because the windows are closed,
and the only trace of a human form is the
Washington mannequin currently on display.
Open the SHUTTERs Again
We suggest moving most of the paintings to
the adjacent Committee Room to permit the
shutters of this room to be opened once more.
This will reveal the stately and bright nature of
the room as it was originally designed, and put
the natural and historic context visible through
the windows back into the story of this room.
This will also make the exterior of the building
more appealing as well.
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Bring Visitors Through Again
We propose that a new pathway be created
to take visitors through the room from the main
lobby doors to the side door leading to the
Committee Room. This will enable them to feel
like they are standing in history, will offer more
linear footage of interpretive labelling, and will
also permit a view of an important figure up
in the gallery level of this room.
Incorporate “Forensic Sculpture”
Modern research and manufacturing techniques
have created a new methodology that can be
applied to the traditional methods of sculpture
production. We call this method “forensic
sculpture”; it is best seen today in projects like
the life-size bronzes of all the signers of the
Constitution that are on view at the National
Constitution Center in Philadelphia. These
are displayed standing on floor level and are
touchable. Visitors walk among them. They
are not artists’ visions, they are the product of

painstaking museological research to precisely
determine the age-specific human features,
clothing details, posture and demeanor of the
personality being depicted. Though bronzes
are expensive to produce this way, they are
incredibly engaging and have extremely low
costs of ownership and maintenance. We
propose that this technique be used here to
depict a few key figures that were present at the
historic moment of Washington’s resignation,
including of course Washington himself.
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Opening Up the Old Senate Chamber
We propose a brighter, open room that visitors
can occupy and walk through. Opened shutters
will help both this room and the building exterior
look its best, and we can move some paintings
next door. A new pathway for visitors will draw
them through and make them part of history,
and new “forensic sculptures” will give a hint of
the human drama that played out in this space
over two hundred years ago.
Interpretive wayside panels along this new
pathway increase the quantity and quality of
the narrative story here.
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Characters in Bronze
Using the “forensic sculpture” method described
earlier, the Old Senate Chamber will become
more alive with human emotion. Selected
characters from that moment will be placed
in the correct locations, informed by records,
diaries and paintings of the time. Washington
himself will be one of them, poised to read aloud
the resignation speech he prepared, and which
itself is on view right through the door to the
Committee Room shown in this sketch. James
McHenry, who wrote eloquently of the ceremony,
will be seated at a table writing to his fiancée,
Peggy Caldwell. Molly Ridout, from whose diary
some details can be gleaned, will be perched in
the upper gallery. All of the figures will be done
in historically accurate, super-detailed bronze,
as shown in the above image from the National
Constitution Center in Philadelphia.
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A New Character Looks On from
the Visitors’ Gallery
One of the bronze figures would be Molly
Ridout, who wrote about the momentous events
of the day in her journal. She will be positioned
in the visitors’ gallery (ladies’ gallery) above
the Old Senate Chamber floor. This illustrates
to contemporary visitors both what her unique
physical perspective would have been, and
also what the implications of her location were.
Originally reached by the narrow side stair in
the adjacent Stairwell Room, this gallery would
have been the only place that female onlookers
were permitted to sit during Senate activities
during the 18th century.
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Old senate Committee Room

1 Major New Vitrine for
Washington Resignation Speech
2 Gallery of Paintings by Charles
Willson Peale
3 Close Shutters to Protect
Paintings
4 Swords Moved Here
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STAIRwell ROOM

1 New Floating Scrims in Front of
Each Stair
2 Forensic Bronzes of Jefferson
and James Madison Ascending the
Stairs to the Dome
3 New Bronze “Forensic Sculpture”
of John Shaw, Kneeling to Repair
Woodwork at Entry
4 New Bronze “Forensic Sculpture”
of Charles Willson Peale
5 Renovated Exhibit Display on
Treaty of Paris
6 Display of Shaw Furniture Set

¸
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Highlight Unique Architectural Features
The Stairwell Room is a unique and peculiar space
that could tell a story of 18th century society,
with a few simple but innovative approaches.
Because the room is small, using the vertical
dimension is a good idea. Tall scrims could be
hung in front of the stairs. Projected silhouetted
“ghost” figures seemingly walk up the stairs,
with women climbing towards the Visitors’
Balcony of the Old Senate Chamber.
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ARCHIVES ROOM

The Story of the State House
The single largest, and perhaps most important,
object in the collection is the building itself.
This room will be dedicated to telling that story,
a narrative that begins in the 18th century but
transcends time, continuing to the present day.
A detailed model of the State House and State
Circle is the centerpiece of this small room, and
a large photographic mural forms a backdrop.
The mural also hides a new hidden door leading
to the office behind this room that cannot be
moved. The original wall and shutters of the
early State House are revealed on the left, in
situ, with interpretive stories and images below.
On the right, a series of “video Pepper’s Ghost”
displays bring historic moments in the evolution
of the State House to life.
Video Pepper’s Ghost displays use a clever
combination of angled half-silvered mirrors,
miniature scenic dioramas with forced
perspectives, and video screens. This combination
creates a magical moving scene you peer into.
Tiny human figures seem to come to life and
walk across the scene, talking as they go. The
design behind this is very old and tested, but
the addition of video movement makes it very
appealing. A description doesn’t do this method
justice; they have to be seen to be believed.
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OLD HOUSE OF DELEGATES CHAMBER

1

1 Multimedia Exhibits, and
Historic Furnishings, to Interpret
19th Century Maryland History

Recreation of Old House of
Delegates Chamber
A recreation of the Old House of Delegates
Chamber to the period of circa 1876 will be
the focus of the 19th century interpretation of
the State House. This is a separately budgeted
project currently underway being supervised
by the Maryland State Archives in coordination
with the Department of General Services. The
recreated space will encompass the current
rooms known as the Calvert and Silver Rooms.
A structural evaluation is underway, concurrent
with the development of an historic furnishings
plan being developed by an outside consultant
based on photographic documentation of the
room as it appeared in 1876.

(HISTORIC
FURNISHings
PLAN IN
PROGRESS)

Exhibits installed along the back wall of the
room will engage the visitor with interactive
visual and audio interpretation of events in
19th century Maryland legislative history. These
interpretive experiences will be integrated into
the overall exhibition plan for the building,
and will provide the visitor with a context for
exploring events in 19th century Maryland history
that were affected by the legislative debates that
occurred in this room.
¸
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SENATE CHAMBER

1 New Demountable 30” High
Glass Partition with Interpretive
Information Panel
Telling the Tale of a Powerful Room
The Senate is a grand room, full of visual
elements that connote the significance of the
events that happen there each year. Because
it is a working room during session, permanent
exhibits that are a key stop in the visitor tour
cannot be set inside the room. Instead, we
propose a portable interactive caption system,
with elegant, lightweight, portable glass barriers,
to allow visitors during the rest of the year
to come inside and learn. During session, this
station would be outside the room, but would
be designed to work there as well.
The interactive touch screen, which works like
an ATM interface but is much bigger, will have
two modes that the visitor can choose. First,
one mode uses words, images, diagrams and
short videos to explain the legislative process
that happens in this room during session.
The emphasis is on the modern process, since
the historic process is covered elsewhere in the
building. A second mode gives an interactive
tour of the significant artwork in the room, which
currently visitors can only see from a distance.
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New Interactive Station
Inside the Senate Chamber
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house of DELEGATes chamber
1 New Demountable 30” High
Glass Partition With Interpretive
Information Panel
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A Story of Government and
Architecture
The House of Delegates Chamber, the largest
space in the State House, was recently renovated
and has an elegant Tiffany glass skylight in the
ceiling. Because of this unique atmosphere, the
second mode in the interactive station in this
room will be a guided tour of the architecture of
the space. The first mode, as in the interactive in
the Senate, will explain the activities that occur
in this room during session, with emphasis on
the current-day action rather than the historical.
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section 9

Second floor
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section 9

Second
floor
Obore dol
im aliqui er
vulluptat

The second floor, where the offices of the Governor and
Lt. Governor are located, is not as open to the public as the
lower floors are. During session, tour groups coordinated by
the Department of Legislative Services often come up to this
level and go into the galleries to view a session in progress.
However, these galleries are not handicap accessible, and
cannot be made so easily. We studied this issue at some
length, and concluded that the best approach would be to
make better use of the circulation spaces here (the hallway)
but not add new elements to the gallery overlook.

C&G PARTNERS Maryland state house
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1 Interpretive Panel Displays to
Explicate the Adjacent Legislative
Offices
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Drawing Key

An Interpretive Hallway
The existing hallway upstairs, which is the
common space shared by the Senate, House of
Delegates, Governor’s office, and Lt. Governor’s
office, will play host to a series of impressive,
grand panel displays that explain the workings
of the rooms off this main space. The content
here will relate to, and intentionally repeat, the
content in the interactive stations in the Senate
and House of Delegates spaces downstairs, so
that visitors during session will be sure to get
some of that same information even without
going into these busy rooms.
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SECTION 10

HVAC & Lighting
The main emphasis of our study has been on new exhibits,
site furniture, architectural graphics and interactive
experiences. Our scope did not include an extensive
engineering study of some additional pressing issues that
the State House faces and must be looked at soon.
Our proposed exhibit displays gather as many valuable
objects and fragile things as possible into a finite number of
spaces, so that they can be protected and preserved best.
However, without also implementing a “museum grade”
HVAC system, the lifespan of valuable collection objects, like
the Washington resignation speech document, will not be as
long as it could be. We recommend an HVAC study, at least
in these specific exhibit display rooms, if not in more rooms.
The existing lighting system would also benefit from study
and improvement. The historic interior spaces, such as the
Old Senate Chamber, the Rotunda and the Stairwell Room,
are currently dim, and new lighting would visually elevate the
historic importance of these spaces. Likewise, the exterior
of the building, particularly the walking paths and historic
façades, would become much more appealing with strategic
landscape lighting.
C&G PARTNERS Maryland state house
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Budget

Design and Implementation Costs for
State House, Grounds and Old Treasury
Building Master Plan for the Visitor
Experience to the State House: Budget
Estimates and Responsibilities

Operating costs identified in Master Plan
Operating Budget Projects
Master Plan Implementation

Design Cost

Production/
Installation Cost

Total Cost

Branding design development (including logo
& color scheme and printed materials)

$55,000

$30,000

$85,000

Web site redesign

45,000
100,000

Web site database backend Gallery system
New interior exhibits, planning and design

600,000

New exhibits, images, displays, cases, bronze
sculptures and Visitors’ Center
New signage, banners, awnings, graphics, landscape
interpretation: exterior & interior

175,000

Orientation film for Visitors’ Center

60,000

AV hardware for Visitors’ Center
Audio guide content

45,000
100,000
600,000
1,560,000

1,560,000

725,000

900,000
60,000

75,000
25,000

75,000
25,000

Acoustiguide hardware

25,000

25,000

Listen Technologies hardware, 40 sets

25,000

25,000

960,000

2,580,000

3,500,000

Design Cost

Production Cost

Total Cost

Total C&G Recommended Projects

Capital Costs to be identified
Capital Budget Projects
Master Plan Implementation
Walkways replacement/improvement
Entrance improvements on ground level, including
new trash area, glass doors and glass panels,
redesigned security
Upgraded security for artwork and historic furniture
New exterior seating areas and landscaping
Upgrade of exterior and interior lighting
Guards kiosk on ground level
New ladies room on ground level
New first aid room on ground level
Total DGS Capital Projects
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TOUR OPERATOR
interview Highlights
During the project, C&G Partners interviewed numerous
subjects. For example, we conducted several rounds
of interviews with contacts at private tour operators in
Annapolis to learn more about the way they lead and
manage tours to the State House, and how they think
the visitor experience could be improved. The following
are notes from those conversations.
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TOUR OPERATOR #1
What is a typical group size, and who is your audience?
We try to limit groups to a 1:20 ratio of guides to visitors. We lead a lot of school groups.
Do you have a busy season?
We believe the State House is most crowded during the “school season,” from mid-April
through first week of June. The visitor crowds are both our groups and others coming on
their own. A typical Mon-Fri week may see 35 of our guides leading groups each morning.
We often try to time our tours among themselves.
What is business like during the rest of the year?
Business is about 10% of what it is during the busy season.
Some days will pass without any tours at all.
Have you noticed any trends in business?
Business has been slowing down over the years. We guess that it’s because schools can’t
afford the trips as much as they used to, and because the schools and visitors have more
destination options.
Do you have any plans to change tour operations?
No, none that we foresee now.
What are your thoughts on the possibility of pulsing the visitor entry?
Even though things can get crowded sometimes, we think keeping the State House open to
everyone all the time is better than controlling the throughput by pulsing the entry, because
long lines may form and deter visitors, and because such regulations will penalize those who
follow them when others don’t.
What do you and your guides think could be changed
to improve the visitor experience?
We would like to see the training of the security guards improved, regarding both security
policy and guest hospitality. Guides have received mixed messages about what visitors
can and cannot bring; some guards check ID, some don’t. Mostly, though, the guards aren’t
as polite or delicate about handling situations as it might behoove them to be. Security
inconsistencies can also take time away from the tour itself.
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Tour Operator #2
What is a typical group size, and who is your audience?
We will typically have 12-15 visitors per guide. We mostly target and lead adult groups,
though some kids groups on occasion, as well.
Do you have a busy season?
Yes, we call it “the season,” from mid-March through October, when the weather is nice.
During this period, we give our historic district tour about 10 times a week, and guide other
private tours once a week. Our district tour is our regular tour, on which we visit many sites
like St. Anne’s Church and Kitchen. The State House is a stop among these destinations. We
also offer “specialty” tours, such as a “Washington’s Resignation” tour in December (for the
anniversary), which stops in the Old Senate Chamber. There is also a “Women’s Tour,”
for which we also stop in the Old Senate Chamber and see the women’s gallery.
What is business like during the rest of the year?
The wintry months are the slowest for business. In Nov, for example, we’ll lead one tour
a day, Fri-Sun. December sees even fewer tours than that.
Have you noticed any trends in business?
This is only our second year of operation, but we believe tourism in Annapolis is down in general.
Do You have any plans to change tour operations?
We are always tweaking but no major changes are planned.
What are your thoughts on the possibility of pulsing the visitor entry?
We believe they should still leave the State House open to the public at all times, but maybe
groups of 10 or more should be scheduled in advance; or perhaps entry should be restricted
not by time, but by throughput (e.g. set a max cumulative number of people inside at
any given time).
What do you and your guides think could be changed to improve
the visitor experience?
Please make the Old Senate Chamber more accessible! Sometimes the State House staff
(?) will unlock one side of the men’s gallery in the chamber and let visitors sit down, which
they really appreciate—both to rest and experience the room. It would be great if that could
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tour operator #2 (continued)

always be the case. We would like to know if the women’s gallery could also be opened
to the public. At the very least, it would be nice if the barred-in viewing areas cold be
expanded, because everyone wants to see inside the Chamber.
What else do you and your guides think could be changed to improve
the visitor experience?
The steps to the front door (i.e. the Lawyer’s Mall entrance) are very steep, particularly
for our senior visitors, but only handicapped visitors are allowed to take the below-thestairs entrance.
Do you have any other feedback?
The security guards are inconsistent in their attitudes towards the visitors. We would also
appreciate if security would hold onto the objects that aren’t allowed in the building, instead
of just throwing them away. Maybe it would be easier to service the public in these ways
if just one entrance were designated as the main entrance, and the guards assigned there
were always the same ones, enforcing the same policies, etc.
What do you think about the idea of providing an audio tour system
to guides?
We really like that idea, and in fact we have been thinking about getting a set for our guides
to use on their tours in general (not just at the State House).
Do you have any other suggestions?
Setting a visitor route through the State House, among the exhibits, might help to organize
the public.
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TOUR OPERATOR #3
Do you lead any tours?
No, we do not any lead tours. We are a museum and orientation center. However, we have
“tour partners” to whom we refer visitors, such as walking tours, horse and carriage tours,
and the trolley. We also recommend the SH to visitors because there are free public tours at
11AM and 3PM with costumed guides. We also provide self-guided audio tours (using audio
wands) out of our center. The SH is one of the stops on that tour.
Do You have a busy season?
Business is busiest during the summer, particularly around the 4th of July. (On a side note,
the contact to whom Laura spoke is also a part-time, costumed guide for Tour Operator #2.
As a guide, he says business is busy around July 4th, too, and October is also a big month
for groups.)
From your perspective as a tour guide, is there anything you think could
be changed to improve the visitor experience at the State House?
I would like to see improvements made to the SH security, who are often impolite and
underequipped. It would also be great to be able to use the chairs in the Old Senate
chamber on a regular basis.
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The Christman Company, Cost Estimating

PROCESS
The project was awarded in February of 2007 and a kick-off meeting was held on March 7, 2007. The
process included the following:
•
Reviewed archival research collected by Maryland State Archives, including paint analysis, historic photographs and written documentation. There is a significant amount of information
from this period
•
Conducted additional research on architect George Frederick, lighting fixture, carpets and drapery manufacturers, and period color books
•
Traveled to Baltimore for information-gathering trip to the Baltimore City Hall, another building designed by architect George Frederick, with the explicit task of color research
•
Conducted site survey and measurements of the Silver and Calvert Rooms
•
Developed base drawings in AutoCAD to be used as backgrounds for the room
•
Interviewed users to confirm the functional requirements of the space
•
Discussed products, and techniques with lighting, millwork, carpet, and fabric manufacturers
•
Discussed materials and techniques with craftsmen, such as decorative painters, and drapery
installers
•
Developed Design Intent and Design Development documents of the Chamber and its components as defined by the project scope
•
Identified potential manufacturers of light fixtures, carpets, fabrics and craftsmen qualified to do
decorative painting and build millwork
•
Identified options for construction cost savings
•
Prepared cost estimates

HOUSE

OF

DELEGATES CHAMBER,

CIRCA

1876

OVERVIEW
The Maryland State Archives commissioned Beyer Blinder Belle Architects and Planners, LLP to
provide an Historic Furnishings Plan for the Old House of Delegates Chamber of the Maryland State
House in Annapolis Maryland. This plan is the first step in the re-creation of the Old House of Delegates Chamber, designed in 1876 by Maryland Architect George Frederick. The Chamber was later
demolished in 1904 and further subdivided into meeting rooms in 1968. The Period of Significance for
this reconstruction is 1876, the year the space was renovated, coinciding with the celebration of America’s centennial.
The Design Team includes:
•
Beyer Blinder Belle Architects and Planners, LLP, Historic Preservation Architects
•
Evergreene Painting Studios, Decorative Paint Consultant
•
Domingo Gonzalez Associates, Architectural Lighting Design

After this phase of the project and prior to the Construction Documents phase, the following decisions
will need to be made:
•
Perform investigative probes to determine future sprinkler piping and utility conduit locations
to avoid future damage to decorative finishes
•
Perform probe to confirm structural role, if any, of the dividing partition
•
Confirm project budget
•
Confirm projection requirements for presentations
•
Determine what exhibits will be displayed in the room and their requisite telecommunication
and electrical requirements
Moving forward with Construction Documents, the design team will need to provide the following coordination with the preservation architect:
•
Structural verification of chandelier support.
•
Confirm building infrastructure can support electrical, security, fire protection and life safety
improvements.
•
Confirm HVAC requirements (including fresh air) for increased room occupancy. Temperature
and humidity requirements for historic collections must also be confirmed
•
Security requirements for art installation

M
•
•
•
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Window and shutter documentation and repair
ADA compliance requirements for an historic structure
Confirm procurement requirements for pre-qualification of contractors
Confirm procurement requirements for required use of specified sub-contractors, for special
trades such as decorative painting, millwork and lighting manufacturing.

Planned future work by others that may affect this project :
•
UV films are planned for windows. Fabric specialists recommend this.
•
Implementation of Exhibit Master Plan

RECOMMENDATIONS
This report addresses in detail the main features of the new space including:
•
Carpet
•
Lighting requirements, recreation light fixtures, dimming systems and augmented lighting
•
Recreation of Speaker’s Rostrum and other millwork in the space
•
Recreation ceiling with decorative plaster and paint
•
Stenciling and wall finishes
•
Artwork installation
•
Options for presentations
•
Custom and purchased furniture
•
New window treatments and custom fabrics
•
Cost estimates
An understanding of cost is crucial for an organization’s planning for a project such as the Old House
of Delegates Chamber. A conceptual cost estimate identifies the cost of the recommended improvements and helps to prioritize them.
The authenticity of materials and treatment, where they are obtained, and level of craftsmanship all
affect the construction cost. With the information evaluated, the Design Team and the Maryland State
Archives were able to discuss various options and collectively make recommendations for historically
appropriate materials and quality of finishes. The options range from the most historically correct to
standard, but appropriate, materials.
Where adequate documentation and specific information is available, we have recommended the historically correct or appropriate solution. For preliminary budgeting purposes, the cost estimate reflects the
authentic and historically correct solution. When information is unavailable or vague and conjecture
becomes necessary, other more cost effective solutions were recommended.
It became apparent during the course of this project that an economically viable solution can be recommended rather than only one which includes the highest level of preservation treatments. For example,
since documentation on the existing carpet is scant, we recommend an historic pattern from the period,

rather than a custom carpet and pattern. This will reduce the construction cost and time.
The total estimated cost of the project is approximately $ 3.6 million in current dollars. Escalation for
work in later years is assumed to be 10% per year. The total project cost includes allowances of approximately 21% for structural, mechanical, electrical and fire protection work. These requirements
will be developed during the engineering evaluation in the Construction Document phase. Other included indirect project costs, are general conditions, overhead, profit and design fees.

NEXT STEPS
This Historic Furnishing Plan is the first of a number of steps in planning long term improvements to
the building related to the implementation of the recently completed Visitor Experience Master Plan.
The Old House of Delegates Chamber, in particular, tells the compelling story of Maryland in the 19th
Century.
At this juncture, we recommend to the stewards of the Maryland State House, a comprehensive Architectural and Infrastructure Master Plan to guide all future work. This document will coordinate
efforts of various renovation and restoration projects. Specifically it will:
•
Identify Code inadequacies
•
Identify life safety, security and infrastructure needs
•
Create electronic background files for all future work
•
Recommend historic preservation, restoration and treatment options
•
Identify energy conservation and sustainable design opportunities
•
Identify and abate hazardous materials
•
Coordinate all planned projects such as the projects of the Exhibit Master Plan as well as the
other specific projects that are unrelated to the Master Plan
•
Provide staff with a document to guide renovations and work
•
Identify opportunities for growth and change
Our experience with historic structures, particularly of the stature of the Maryland State House
suggests the importance of this comprehensive study.

CONCLUSION
This report should provide the Maryland State Archives with the tools needed to engage in informed
discussions moving forward in the Construction Documents phase. The State House is a stately and
treasured building that is the symbol of the State of Maryland. The continued stewardship will demonstrate the State’s commitment to the preservation and viability of this national treasure. With the
State’s continuing investment in the building, this structure should inspire politicians, historians, preservationists, constituents and tourists for years to come.
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DELEGATES CHAMBER

PRIOR TO INSTALLATION OF DIVIDING PARTITION. PHOTO,

1948.

MSA.

CALVERT ROOM-2007

SILVER

ROOM-2007

The Old House of Delegates Chamber is currently divided into two rooms--known today as the
Calvert Room and the Silver Room. This was considered a temporary fix in 1968 to provide additional committee space for the State House. Today, these rooms are used for meetings and exhibits
respectively. The elaborate decoration that included stenciling, decorative paint, and plaster was
installed in 1876 when the building was renovated. At the time of the addition of 1904, the space
was renovated again, thereby returning the room to its colonial aesthetic.

CALVERT ROOM-VIEW

OF

1968

DIVIDING PARTITION

SILVER ROOM-EXISTING

EXHIBITS.

M

DOUBLE-HUNG

EXISTING CONDITIONS: PHOTOGRAPHS
10

aryland State House
HOUSE OF DELEGATES CHAMBER: FURNISHINGS PLAN

POCKET

WINDOW

CALVERT

SHUTTERS

ROOM.

EXISTING
(1904)

DOOR

(PRE 1876)

WITH ROUND

ARCHED TYMPANUM

EXISTING RANDOM
NOTE: WOOD PEGS

WIDTH FLOORING CIRCA

1948

EXISTING

DOOR CASING AND PLINTH BLOCK, PRE

1876

HISTORIC

DECORATIVE METAL GRILL CIRCA

ELABORATE

COVE MOLDING CONTINUOUS THROUGH PARTI-

TION

1848

EXISTING

HISTORIC DOOR HARDWARE

H R
istoric

esearch

M

HOUSE

OF

HISTORIC RESEARCH: HISTORIC PHOTOGRAPHS
12

aryland State House
HOUSE OF DELEGATES CHAMBER: FURNISHINGS PLAN

DELEGATES CHAMBER,

CIRCA

1876

Two historic photos, shown above, have been the primary source of information on the content of
the Old House of Delegate’s Chamber.
Additional written documentation was found in the Maryland State Archives. The written documentation included detailed testimony to the governor by architect George Frederick along with
the project’s subcontractors to justify the project cost overruns. The original budget was $32,000
while the final project construction cost was over $110,000. The written documentation provided
information on material and cost.
The earliest known photo (above, left) dated 1876-1893 represents the Period of Significance for this
project. It provides critical information on the decorative paint and plasterwork, gas light fixtures,
window treatments, furniture and desks.

HOUSE

OF

DELEGATES CHAMBER,

CIRCA

1893

This later photo, from around 1893 shows the historic rectangular transom above the corridor door
as well as the furniture and furnishings within the room. Note the electrification of the light fixtures and changes in the stenciled borders. The stenciled wainscot border has now been eliminated
altogether.
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THE OLD SENATE CHAMBER
SENATE CHAMBER, MARYLAND STATE HOUSE,
DESIGNED BY GEORGE FREDERICK, 1876

Other spaces, including the Old Senate Chamber opposite the Old House of Delegates Chamber in
the State House, were also designed by George Frederick. These photos of the Senate Chamber also
provide information as to the building renovation project of 1876. The photo above shows common
details developed by Frederick. The high quality and detail of the Senate Chamber photographs
provided a good deal of information on the building renovation project for the Old House of Delegates’ rostrum and window treatments.
The colorized postcards both indicate green carpet and red drapes. This information, while noteworthy, does not conclusively determine colors in the House of Delegates Chamber.
The finishes and treatments in the Old Senate Chamber were also removed in 1904. The room was
restored to the colonial period and the time of its most important event, George Washington’s resignation of his military command.
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A BRIEF HISTORY

TEM OF STEEL BEAMS AND TERRACOTTA ARCHES.[5] IN
FEBRUARY THE STATE HOUSE BUILDING COMMISSION
ACCEPTED THEIR PROPOSAL, AND WORK WAS AGAIN BEGUN
ON THE OLD SECTION OF THE STATE HOUSE. IN 1905
THEY WROTE TO JOHN HASLUP, THEIR CONSTRUCTION
SUPERINTENDENT, INSTRUCTING HIM TO FOLLOW THE PROPOSAL OF JOHN J. WALTON TO MAKE CERTAIN CHANGES TO
THE OLD HOUSE OF DELEGATES, INCLUDING, “TEARING
OUT THE PARTITIONS, REPLASTERING THE ROOM, FORMING
A GROINED ARCH CEILING, AND ALL WORK NECESSARY TO

OLD

THAT ONCE HE BEGAN THE WORK HE DISCOVERED THAT

MAKE THIS ROOM CONFORM WITH THE CORRESPONDING

EGATES WERE REPLACED WITH WIDE OAK BOARDS SECURED

THE BUILDING WAS IN WORSE SHAPE THEN HE HAD ORIGI-

ROOM ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE

IN MARCH, 1870 THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY APPROVED
AN APPROPRIATION FOR $32,000 FOR THE COMPLETE RESTORATION OF THE STATE HOUSE.[1] IN JANUARY, 1878
FREDERICK SENT A LETTER TO GOVERNOR JOHN LEE
CARROLL DESCRIBING THE WORK THAT HAD TO BE DONE
TO THE STATE HOUSE AND EXPLAINING WHY THE PRICE
OF THE RESTORATION EVENTUALLY BECAME MORE THEN
DOUBLE THE ORIGINAL APPROPRIATION.

HE EXPLAINED

NALLY ESTIMATED, INCLUDING “MISERABLY PATCHED TIMBERS AND JOISTS” BELOW THE FLOORS, SEEMINGLY SOLID
SUPPORTS “FOUND TO BE HACKED AND BROKEN WALLS,”
AND FOUNDATION WALLS NOT SUFFICIENT FOR THE CREATION OF A CELLAR FOR HEATING AND VENTILATION
EQUIPMENT.[2]

HE HAD THE ALL OF THE BUILDING’S

FOUNDATIONS UNDERPINNED, AND REPLACED ALL OF THE
FLOORS AND CEILINGS, INCLUDING THE CEILINGS OF THE

SENATE CHAMBER AND HOUSE OF DELEGATES, WHICH
WERE ORIGINALLY HUNG FROM THE ROOF.
...
BY 1895 THE STATE HOUSE WAS COMPLETELY RESTORED,
AND A BALTIMORE AMERICAN ARTICLE FROM DECEMBER
OF THAT YEAR DESCRIBES THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES
CHAMBER AS BEING ABOUT 90 BY 50 FEET AND CAPABLE
OF SEATING 91 DELEGATES. IT ALSO DESCRIBES THE VICTORIAN DECORATION OF THE ROOM, WITH A SUNBURST OF
CLOTH BEHIND THE SPEAKER’S SEAT, HEAVY PORTIERES AT
THE WINDOWS, AND THREE CHANDELIERS AND SEVERAL
WALL SCONCES FITTED FOR BOTH GAS AND ELECTRIC
LIGHTING.[3]

THE USE OF THE RESTORED CHAMBER WAS
1902 AN ACT WAS PASSED
PROVIDING FOR THE “CONSTRUCTION AND ERECTION OF
AN ADDITION TO THE STATE HOUSE” FOR NEW, LARGER
HOUSE OF DELEGATES AND SENATE CHAMBERS.[4]
DURING THE CONSTRUCTION OF THIS 1902 ADDITION
TO THE STATE HOUSE, IT WAS DISCOVERED BY THE ARCHITECTS BALDWIN AND PENNINGTON THAT THE OLD STATE
HOUSE WAS IN NEED OF ANOTHER MAJOR RESTORATION.
IN THEIR JANUARY 1904 REPORT TO THE COMMITTEE
IN CHARGE OF THE STATE HOUSE ADDITION, THEY INCLUDED THEIR SUGGESTIONS TO RESTORE FREDERICK’S
TIMBER RECONSTRUCTION WITH A MORE FIREPROOF SYSSHORT LIVED HOWEVER; IN

HOUSE, INCLUDING

STATE HOUSE, DESCRIBING THE CONVERSION OF THE
19TH CENTURY AMERICAN GOTHIC DECORATIONS OF THE
OLD HOUSE OF DELEGATES INTO “SOMETHING MORE

NEARLY IN KEEPING WITH THE SPIRIT OF THE ORIGINAL
DESIGN.”

THE PLASTERWORK IN THE DOME WAS FOUND TO
ROBERT AND JAMES ADAM, PROMINENT BRITISH ARCHITECTS OF THE MID 18TH CENTURY,
BE IN THE STYLE OF

SO THE REST OF THE OLD BUILDING WAS REDONE IN THIS
STYLE DURING THE RENOVATIONS.

THE WOODEN FLOORS OF THE OLD HOUSE OF DELWITH WOODEN PEGS; EFFORTS WERE MADE TO FIND THE

PLASTERING, WOODWORK, FURRING OUT, CLEANING AND

WIDE YELLOW PINE BOARDS ORIGINALLY USED AS FLOOR-

PAINTING WOODWORK, AND LEAVING THE ROOM IN A COM-

ING, BUT NONE COULD BE PROCURED.[12] IN

PLETED CONDITION FOR WALL TREATMENT.”[6]

IN 1906, BALDWIN AND PENNINGTON REPORTED ON
THE RESTORATION EFFORTS, AND SUGGESTED THAT THE
CEILING OF THE OLD HOUSE OF DELEGATES CHAMBER BE
FIREPROOFED IN THE SAME MANNER AS THE OLD SENATE
CHAMBER, WHICH HAD BEEN RECENTLY RESTORED BACK
TO ITS 18TH CENTURY DECORATIONS.[7] A DECEMBER
26, 1905 BALTIMORE SUN ARTICLE DESCRIBING THE
STATE HOUSE RESTORATIONS REPORTED THAT ONCE THE
OLD HOUSE OF DELEGATES WAS RESTORED “TO CONFORM
WITH THE OTHER PARTS” OF THE BUILDING, IT WOULD
BECOME A MARYLAND MUSEUM TO HOLD EXAMPLES FROM
THE STATE’S QUARRIES AND PORTRAITS OF SOLDIERS.[8]
NO MORE RESTORATION WORK OCCURRED IN THE OLD
HOUSE CHAMBER UNTIL 1926, WHEN IT WAS DISCOVERED
BY ARCHITECTS MASON-CURLEY-BRADY THAT THE CEILING WAS IN, “A DANGEROUS POSITION,” AND NEEDED TO
BE REMOVED AND REPLASTERED.[9] ON MAY 18, 1937,
A JOINT RESOLUTION WAS PASSED TO CONVERT THE OLD
HOUSE OF DELEGATES INTO THE DEPARTMENT OF LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE, INCLUDING EQUIPPING THE ROOM
WITH THE APPROPRIATE FURNITURE AND MOVING THE
GEOLOGICAL EXHIBIT TO ANOTHER ORGANIZATION.[10]

IN 1940 THE WOODEN FLOORS WERE RESTORED SO THEY
COULD BE COVERED WITH LINOLEUM, AND SOME PLASTER
WORK WAS DONE.

IN 1948 THE OLD SECTION OF THE STATE HOUSE UN-

MAY, 1949,
FIRST LADY BESS TRUMAN VISITED ANNAPOLIS ON ITS
300TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION AND VISITED THE RESTORED OLD HOUSE OF DELEGATES, NOW USED AS EXHIBITION SPACE FOR ARTICLES BELONGING TO FORMER GOVERNORS AND MAYORS OF ANNAPOLIS.[13] HOWEVER IN
1953, A MARYLAND STATE HOUSE BROCHURE DESCRIBED
THE ROOM AS AGAIN BEING USED FOR THE DEPARTMENT
OF LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE WHEN THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY WAS IN SESSION.[14]
IN DECEMBER, 1960 THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE DESTATE HOUSE A NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK.[15]
CLARED THE

IN OCTOBER, 2005 A PROPOSAL WAS SUBMITTED TO
THE STATE HOUSE TRUST BY THE STATE ARCHIVES
CALLING FOR THE RESTORATION OF THE OLD HOUSE OF
DELEGATES CHAMBER TO ITS 1876 STYLE OF DECORATION. THE PROPOSAL CALLS FOR THE REMOVAL OF THE
1968 PARTITION SEPARATING THE MARYLAND SILVER AND
CALVERT ROOMS, AND A COMPLETE RESTORATION OF THE
ROOM TO ITS 19TH CENTURY DECORATIONS, USING PHOTOS
OF THE ROOM AS IT APPEARED IN 1876 AS A GUIDE.[16]
WITH THE RESTORATION OF THE OLD HOUSE CHAMBER
THE MARYLAND STATE HOUSE WILL SHOWCASE ITS HISTORY AS A WORKING STATEHOUSE IN THE 18TH, 19TH, AND
20TH CENTURIES.

DERWENT ANOTHER MAJOR RESTORATION, INCLUDING THE
COMPLETE RECONSTRUCTION OF THE PLASTERWORK AND

PREPARED BY CINDY THOMPSON, MARYLAND STATE AR-

WOODEN FLOORS IN THE OLD HOUSE OF DELEGATES.[11]
IN 1949 THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS

CHIVES

SUBMITTED A REPORT ABOUT THE RESTORATION OF THE

[1] CHAPTER 194, 1876 LAWS OF MARYLAND, 303-304
[2] GENERAL ASSEMBLY (PUBLIC DOCUMENTS), 1878

OF THE

OLD HOUSE

OF

DELEGATES CHAMBER
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LEGISLATIVE SESSION, DOCUMENT A, 51-52, 76-80
HOUSE; THE FAMOUS AND HISTORIC OLD BUILDING AT
ANNAPOLIS,” BALTIMORE AMERICAN, 1 DECEMBER, 1895,
MSA SC 4150
[4] GENERAL ASSEMBLY (LAWS, ORIGINAL), 1902
[5] 1904, MSA SC 5287-6-5
[6] GOVERNOR (GENERAL FILE) 1905, MSA S1041-74
[7] SENATE (PROCEEDINGS) 1906, 909-918
[8] WARFIELD SCRAPBOOKS, 125-129, MSA SC 445-42
[9] FROM THE PAPERS OF ALBERT C. RITCHIE, UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND, ARCHIVES AND MANUSCRIPTS
DEPARTMENT, SERIES III, SUBSERIES 2, BOX 9, FOLDER
EXEC. DEPARTMENT AND EXEC. MANSION EXPENDITURES, 1921-1929
[10] GENERAL ASSEMBLY (LAWS, ORIGINAL) FROM THE
ARCHIVES OF MARYLAND, VOLUME 412
[11] BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS (MINUTES) MSA SM
108-2, M 385, PAGE 209-378
[12] MARYLAND BUILDS (BALTIMORE: DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS) 1950, PAGES 141-148
[13] OFFICIAL PROGRAM, 300TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION, 1949
[14] “MARYLAND’S HISTORIC STATE HOUSE.” 1953, 12,
(LIBRARY, 1093)
[15] 1961, MSA S 42-340
[16] PROPOSAL FOR THE RESTORATION OF THE OLD
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PAINT ANALYSIS REPORT
A paint analysis report was undertaken in 1998 on the Old House of Delegates Chamber. This report was provided for use in the preparation of this furnishings plan.
The findings in this report were used in the finalization of the color recommendations.

HISTORIC RESEARCH: PAINT ANALYSIS
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Future Sprinkler Location
Speaker
Smoke Detector
Recessed Light
Emergency Lighting
Exit Light
Sconce 1
18 Globe Chandelier with
Plaster Medallion
12 Globe Chandelier
Plaster Medallion
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A7 PROPOSED FURNITURE AND FURNISHINGS PLAN
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1:A9 WEST ELEVATION

2:A9 NORTH ELEVATION

3:A9 EAST ELEVATION

4:A9 SOUTH ELEVATION

A9 PROPOSED ELEVATIONS

SCALE
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“New floors of North Carolina pine were installed, as well as new
baseboards and wainscoating.”
“All the woodwork throughout has been painted, grained and varnished in an imitation of walnut and ash, and all glass has been
renewed with best double-thick glass of Maryland manufacture.”
January 3: Letter from architect George A Frederick to Governor Carroll giving a detailed account of the recent State House restoration. General Assembly (Public Documents), 1878 Legislative Session, Document A, 51-52, 76-80.
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OLD HOUSE

OLD HOUSE

OF

DELEGATES ROSTRUM PHOTO

CIRCA

1876

The focal point of the Chamber is the two-tier elevated rostrum which supports two desks. The top
rear desk was for the speaker and the lower front desk was for the House clerks. The importance of
these positions is emphasized by the elevated platforms as well as the ornate and hand carved wood
details typical of the period. The desks raised panel fronts and ornamental carving are important
character defining elements on the desk and for the room. The rostrum design will provide two
ramps that can be stored under the raised platforms. The Speaker’s desk surface was illuminated by
bronze and gilded light standards mounted on the desk.
Wooden ornamental valances are character defining features of the space and also contribute to the
overall importance of the space within the building.

OF

DELEGATES ROSTRUM PHOTO

SENATE CHAMBER ROSTRUM PHOTO

CIRCA

CIRCA

1876

1893
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SPEAKER’S DESK DETAIL

SPEAKER’S DESK DETAIL
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WINDOW VALANCES

BALTIMORE CITY HALL
COUNCIL CHAMBER
This building and room, also designed by
George Frederick prior to the renovation of
the State House in Annapolis shares many details that were used later in the Old House of
Delegates Chamber. These details used in conjunction with the historic photos will guide the
design to accurately recreate what was there.
SPEAKER’S DESK DETAIL

BALTIMORE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER SPEAKER’S DESK.

DELEGATE’S

DESK

The photos here show the speakers desk and
detailing that were common for the period and
style.

DELEGATE’S DESK DETAILS

M

LOWER

DESK

ROSTRUM
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DESK

DETAIL

SIDE ELEVATION

DESK

DETAIL

BALTIMORE CITY HALL: COUNCIL CHAMBER CLERK DESK
The photos here show the clerk’s or the front desk and detailing that may
be similar to that used in the later Maryland State House. This desk is
of solid walnut, the same species that was simulated in the painted grain
finish found in the House of Delegates Chamber.

DESK

DETAIL

DESK

DETAIL
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AND

1:A10 UPPER DESK REAR ELEVATION

4:A10 LOWER DESK REAR ELEVATION

2:A10 UPPER DESK FRONT ELEVATION

5:A10 LOWER DESK FRONT ELEVATION

3:A10 UPPER DESK PLAN

6:A10 LOWER DESK PLAN

A10 ROSTRUM SECTIONS AND ELEVATIONS
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A:A13 ROSTRUM VALANCE SECTION

A13 MILLWORK DETAILS

B:A13 ROSTRUM VALANCE ELEVATION
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“The furniture was supplied by the companies of Harrington &
Mills, Renwick & Sons, Jenkins & Sons, and John Knipp & Bro,
and was made of ash and walnut, upholstered in leather”
January 3: Letter from architect George A. Frederick to Governor Carroll giving a detailed account of the recent State House restoration. General Assembly (Public Docu
ments), 1878 Legislative Session, Document A, 51-52, 76-80.

George Frederick, architect: Frederick mentions that the desks
were made by Harrington and Mills, and that despite claims of
defects he feels that they were made of seasoned wood. He also
states, “The locks are three-tumbler locks, made by Gibson &
Kirk especially for the desks, and are the best of the kind in the
country.”
9 January 1878: Report of Select Committee to examine expenditures of the State
House renovations. Testimony of George Frederick (MSA SC 5287-5)
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1:A12 DELEGATE’S DESK

A12 DELEGATE’S DESK PLAN AND ELEVATIONS
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CHAIR 1

CHAIR 2

SPEAKER’S CHAIR

SPEAKER’S SIDE CHAIR

Because of the ornamental detail of this unusual
chair, no existing furniture manufacturers were
identified who produce anything similar. The chair
shown above is an antique chair, similar to that shown
in historic photos. It was found on a popular internet
auction site. This is by-far the most cost-effective
way to procure unusual items such as this.

Only the top rail of this wood chair is visible in this
photo. It is assumed that the chair would have wood
arms and an upholstered leather seat. Because only
two chairs are needed, it would be most economical to purchase two matching antique chairs rather
than build custom chairs. If acceptable chairs cannot be obtained, they could be custom built for the
Old House of Delegates Chamber.

Custom furniture manufacturers who could reproduce this chair include:
1) Bielecky Brothers.
www.bieleckybrothers.com /index.htm
Estimated Cost $8000/chair.

Custom furniture manufacturers who could reproduce this chair include:
1) Bielecky Brothers.
www.bieleckybrothers.com /index.htm
Estimated Cost $3,5000 - $4,000 /chair, if a prototype becomes available for copying.

M
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CHAIR 3

CHAIR 4

CLERK’S

AND

DELEGATE’S CHAIR

These cane chairs with elaborate bent arm are no
longer produced.
Historic photos show chairs in the space on either
legs or swivels. Swivel chairs were not recommended by certain manufacturers as they are less durable
and more expensive.
However, similar antique cane chairs are available on
internet auction sites that could be used as a prototype to guide a custom design. Thonet, a recognized
source for archival drawings, said they don’t replicate their chairs anymore.
Custom Manufacturers
1) Chairmasters
www.chairmasters.com
2) Bielecky Brothers
www.bieleckybrothers.com/index.htm
Estimated Cost $2500/chair for a 4-legged chair.

CLERK’S SIDE CHAIR
These chairs (or similar ones) referred to as “banker’s
chairs” can be found by numerous furniture manufacturers. Manufacturers can add the hand grab at an
additional cost. Potential manufacturers include:
1) Community:
2) Gunlocke:

Boston Chair
Bank of England Chair
www.gunlocke.com
3) Thomas Moser: Regent Chair
www.thomasmoser.com

M
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CHAIR 5

CHAIR 6

VISITOR’S SIDE CHAIR

GALLERY BENCH

This tufted side chair (two are needed) is readily
available at antique stores and internet auction sites.
May be upholstered in leather or mohair.

Custom bench design to be developed based on 1865
bench at Osgoode Hall, (Queens Court) Ontario.
Photo: left bottom.
Potential manufacturers include:
1) Rialto Furniture Company
www.rialtofurniture.com
Estimated Cost $9,000/bench.

T
“The curtains were of raw silk and the carpets are, “of the best
Body Brussels, six frame, especially selected for their wearing
qualities.”
January 3: Letter from architect George A Frederick to Governor Carroll giving a
detailed account of the recent State House restoration. General Assembly (Public Documents), 1878 Legislative Session, Document A, 51-52, 76-80.

“Robert J. Hayes: Mr. Hayes won the bid for the carpeting, he
lists the House of Delegates carpeting as costing $1.62 per yard,
and $1.22 per yard for the border
1878 Testimony

extiles

M
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1876 PHOTOGRAPH. THIS IS THE
THE CARPET WITHIN THE CHAMBER.

SHOWN IN CIRCA

ONLY VISIBLE VIEW OF

COLORED PHOTOGRAPH SHOWING GREEN CARPET.

CARNATION 1876

ANGLO JAPANESE FLORAL 1885

COLLINGTON 1876

PASSION FLOWER 1876

January 3, 1878: Letter from architect George A Frederick to Governor Carroll giving a detailed
account of the recent State House restoration. General Assembly (Public Documents), 1878 Legislative Session, Document A, 51-52, 76-80.
•
The carpets are, “of the best Body Brussels, six frame, especially selected for their wearing
qualities.”
•
Robert J. Hayes: Mr. Hayes won the bid for the carpeting, he lists the House of Delegates
carpeting as costing $1.62 per yard, and $1.22 per yard for the border. (p. 65)
Research on the precise color and pattern of the carpet in the House of Delegates Chamber is scant.
Many historic patterns are still available and colors may be customized to work with the overall palette of material in the room, which includes the decorative painting, the woodwork and fixtures.
SENATE CHAMBER SHOWING FLORAL PATTERN CARPET SHOWING DARK AND LIGHT TONES. LIKELY COLOR: GREEN.

SUMMERFIELD 1876 BY STOURVALE MILL
COLORS MAY BE CUSTOMIZED.

M
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The 1876 window treatments are well documented in historic photographs. The pattern shown
produces a striking horizontal line. This was not unusual for the time period. This idea was carried
through on to the roller screen which appears to be a stenciled Holland shade in a pattern to match
the drapery.

WINDOW TREATMENTS

Drapery patterns can be recreated today on authentic jacquard looms or modern electronic versions
of the same. Historic looms can better create more historically accurate patterns. Using the historic
looms, the seam width will match the original width.
Contemporary textile manufactures produce many historic patterns that could be used today and
customized as needed for colors. Because we have adequate documentation on the pattern, a custom
reproduction is recommended for this important application.

COLORED PHOTOGRAPH SHOWING RED DRAPERY.

COLORED PHOTOGRAPH SHOWING RED DRAPERY.

Most manufacturers recommend that UV protection be installed to protect the material, increase its
lifespan and reduce fading of material and furnishings.

M
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A:A15 BACK WALL ELEVATION

A15 MILLWORK WITH DRAPERY

A:A15 WINDOW ELEVATION
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“Mr. Cornelius furnished the lighting in the Chamber. He reports that the House of Delegates Chamber received one 18 light
Chandelier, two 12 light chandeliers, 13 three light cluster brackets, two standards, and two lights for the clerks desks. “All to be
dark bronze, with gilt relief, five-inch bottom cut Globes; all
delivered at the wharf in Annapolis.”
1878 Testimony
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TYPES OF HISTORIC LIGHTING ARE VISIBLE: THE CHANDELIERS, THE SCONCES AND THE DESK STANDARDS

CHANDELIERS

BY THE SAME MANUFACTURER WHO PROVIDED THE FIXTURES FOR THE

HOUSE

DESIGN GUIDE
The proposed recreation of the 19th century House of Delegates Chamber is envisioned as being
entirely faithful to the room’s historic legacy while facilitating the space’s anticipated use as a multipurpose venue. This new program would support the room’s use:
1.
2.
3.

as a historic environment incorporating permanent artwork and exhibits
for meetings / presentations
as a special event space.

Each of these individual functions requires different lighting solutions that are sensitively integrated
within the new historic fabric. The development of a comprehensive, historically responsive lighting
GLOBE

CHANDELIER.

GLOBE

CHANDELIER.

OF

DELEGATES CHAMBER

M
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design has been informed by a concern for the following factors:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Luminaire selection, design, and optical performance
Characteristics of light sources [color rendering, color temperature]
Integration with historic context
Psychological and physiological lighting aspects in historic spaces
Energy utilization
Views and vistas
Maintenance and Operations
Interface with AV Systems

Historic luminaires will be replicated based on drawings developed from archival photographs. The luminaires (originally gas lights) will be recreated by manufacturers experienced in historic restoration to
utilize modern lamping technologies. The multi-armed chandeliers, along with the historic sconces and
rostrum-mounted torchieres will provide ambient illumination for the room and illuminate the decorative ceiling.
In all instances, the fixtures will be UL listed and meet all applicable state and federal code requirements (i.e. IBC, RCRA, EPACT 1992). Current light level expectations are considerably higher than
when the room was originally designed. As a result, additional energy-efficient compact fluorescent
downlights have been added in unobtrusive locations to assist in raising ambient light levels. A preset
dimming control system has been proposed for the Delegates Chamber to provide flexibility for this
multi-purpose space. These preset controls will be configured to facilitate the orchestration and selection of lighting arrangements in support of specific program needs (i.e. meetings, exhibits, etc.).
Recessed low voltage halogen accent lighting will be introduced into the room to highlight the rostrum,
speaker locations and exhibit artifacts. Fluorescent light sources with appropriate color rendering attributes have been integrated into the rostrum and window pockets to highlight the fabric drapery.

HISTORIC PLATE

FROM

CORNELIUS

CONTEMPORARY

LIGHT FIXTURE AVAILABLE BY CATALOG.

AND

CO.,

WHO MANUFACTURED AND SUPPLIED FIXTURES TO THE

STATE HOUSE

Artwork whose materials are organic in nature (i.e. canvas, wood, oil paints, acrylics, leather, wax, bone)
can be quite susceptible to damage from both the IR (infra red) and UV (ultra violet) components of
natural and artificial lighting. Understanding that the anticipated artwork is original (oil on canvas) this
becomes a unique consideration. The concerns for long term art conservation can in part be addressed
by acting upon the following initiatives:
•

Daylight Control at Windows: Via drapery, curtains, sheers and the addition of transparent
UV filters to the rooms fenestration

•

IR (infra red) Control: The use of diclroic MR-16 (“cool beam”) lamps in the type MA- 7 and
MA-8 luminaires will help minimize the total extent of IR exposure.

•

UV (ultra violet) Control: Specific to the type MA-7 luminaire the addition of a secondary
LIGHT

FIXTURE DETAIL FROM

BALTIMORE CITY HALL.

M
•
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(internal) clear glass lens in conjunction with the luminaires borosilicate glass spread lens will
help to create a “double layer” UV filter eliminating between 92% and 94% of the light sources
initial UV output.
Controls: The use of a properly calibrated control system will help limit the total number of
hours of exposure to any artificial lighting program.

The general ambient lighting levels anticipated for the room are as follows:
•
5-10 foot-candles:
For viewing in a historic context; permanent artwork and exhibits
•
10-25 foot-candles: For use as a meeting / presentation space
•
3-15 foot-candles:
For use as an event space (receptions, parties, etc.)

GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS
1.

Replicated and recessed lighting fixtures will be installed in the room to provide illumination
levels for various functions in accordance with appropriate lighting practice for historic spaces.

2.

The lighting design strategy has been developed utilizing modern lighting technologies, based
on industry-standard guidelines and recommendations, including but not limited to:

Energy-efficient TCLP Compliant (low mercury) light sources such as T8 fluorescent, compact fluorescent technology with electronic ballasts, as well as low voltage tungsten-halogen technology have been
employed. Appropriate color rendition and color temperature (3000°K) has been a critical concern in
light of the fact that gas was the original light source.
Energy-efficient, modern lighting control technology with the potential for AV system interface has
been incorporated to allow for flexibility and to accommodate different program requirements.
Photocell interface as part of the preset lighting control system has been proposed to maximize the use
of natural daylight and promote energy savings.
Restricting the overall number of fixture and lamp types along with the use of long-life fluorescent and
(dimmed) tungsten sources will facilitate and minimize long term maintenance.

TORCHIERES,

OR LIGHT STANDARDS BY

CORNELIUS

AND

SONS.

HISTORIC

PLATE FROM

CORNELIUS

AND

SONS.

OLD HOUSE OF DELEGATES CHAMBER LIGHT STANDARD AT THE
SPEAKER’S DESK

BALTIMORE CITY HALL.

OLD HOUSE

BALTIMORE CITY HALL.

OF

DELEGATES CHAMBER

WALL SCONCE.
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30.6

28.3

MA-1

MA-1

6.9
7.0
5.6
4.6
8.4

22.6

28.9

MA-7
27.4

MA-227.2
MA-7

MA-4
15.7

28.5

MA-7

10.0
6.2
8.0
5.5
4.8
9.9

15.7

26.5

MA-8

MA-6

11.6

3.2
4.2
5.1
4.7

MA-1

28.7

MA-7
28.2

MA-6
15.1

16.6
MA-2

20.4

20.6

21.4

18.9

21.6

23.0

23.6

MA-223.2

21.7

19.3

14.0

MA-2
19.6

23.2

26.5

28.9

MA-2
30.1
30.5

30.1

28.9

26.6

23.9

26.5

27.8

24.9

23.0

20.0

20.6

24.5

27.6

30.5

32.1

31.5

30.0

28.0

25.4

22.4

25.7

23.9

23.6

26.6

30.1

33.8

36.1

34.3

31.2

28.2

24.9

21.6

27.7

25.8

26.0

28.9

33.2

36.7

38.2

36.9

33.7

29.1

24.8

21.1

28.8

26.2

26.4

29.8

35.0

MA-137.6

38.6

37.9

35.3
MA-1

29.7

24.8

20.8

15.7

18.5

20.6

15.6

19.5

23.1

23.9

24.3

30.7

21.1

26.7

MA-1
29.1

MA-1

MA-223.9

31.7

31.2

28.2

34.1
MA-1

35.2

34.7

33.3

30.8

27.1

MA-4A
25.0
25.3

28.0

32.2

35.7

37.3

36.1

32.8

28.3

24.4

MA-5
19.2
MA-2

33.1
MA-1

14.2 14.9
14.8
14.9
15.2
15.7
16.1
15.0
11.4
14.0 18.2
14.6
14.8
15.2
16.0
17.9
20.6
13.7 17.1
14.4
14.7
15.4
16.9
19.7
23.1
13.1 17.1
13.8
14.4
15.4
17.2
19.6
20.6
12.2 17.8
13.0
13.7
14.8
16.8
19.4
20.8
11.3 14.3
12.0
12.8
13.8
15.5
18.7
22.7
10.5
11.4
12.1
13.0
14.4
17.0
19.8

17.7

MA-221.5
21.8
MA-7

14.7

18.2

23.1

28.7

32.4

34.3

13.8

16.6

20.6

24.7

28.7

31.3

MA-129.6

26.5

23.9

22.3

22.6

24.7

27.9

31.5

MA-1
33.7
31.8

28.7

25.7

22.6

20.1

12.0

14.4

17.6

20.8

23.4

24.9

22.3

20.3

18.8

19.0

21.0

23.4

25.8

27.1

24.4

22.3

20.0

17.7

24.0

26.2

MA-7
MA-7

10.7

12.2

14.5

16.9

18.6

MA-2
10.3

11.1

18.9

18.0

16.7

15.6

MA-2
12.1

13.7

15.7

MA-5

LIGHTING

19.1

LEVEL DIAGRAM

15.2

15.4

15.8

17.3

19.1

20.5

MA-2
15.1

13.9

13.7

13.4

21.1

21.0

20.0

18.6

MA-2
15.0

16.3

16.4

16.9

MA-5

17.2

16.4

MA-2
17.0

16.9

15.5

MA-5

25.9
MA-8

18.0

15.7

15.4

16.1 15.5
17.3
19.0
35.9
22.4
19.1
20.1
15.0
16.7 16.5
17.9
19.4
27.0
22.7
21.4
21.0
17.0 18.7
18.0
18.9
20.3
21.3
20.1
17.0 20.4
17.8
18.2
18.9
20.0
21.7
22.3
16.9 20.5
17.5
17.8
18.4
19.9
22.7
26.1
16.8 18.7
17.4
17.7
18.5
19.9
22.8
26.7
16.8 17.0
17.5
18.2
19.7
20.5
22.1
23.1
16.6 14.4
17.7
19.3
44.7
23.6
21.1
20.1
16.2
17.4
19.5
41.3
24.7
21.3
19.6

MA-2

MA-2
12.5

MA-5

14.7

15.4

COMPUTER

LIGHTING MODEL

Luminaire Schedule
Symbol
Label
MA-2
MA-5
MA-6
MA-7
MA-4
MA-4A
MA-8
MA-1

Lumens
1800
390
390
1202
390
390
1202
1202

Numeric Summary
Label
Avg
SE WALL
15.67
E WALL
20.36
NE WALL
17.00
FLOOR
24.86
W WALL
5.95

Max
23.1
44.7
23.8
41.3
10.0

LIGHTING

RESULTS

LLF
0.650
0.800
0.800
0.800
0.800
0.800
0.800
0.800
Min
10.5
14.4
7.4
6.8
3.2

Description
EP: (2) 26W CFL LENS DN.
(1) 25W INC. GLASS GLOBE
(1) 25W INC. GLASS GLOBE
KV: (1) 71W MR16 WW.
(1) 25W INC. GLASS GLOBE
(1) 25W INC. GLASS GLOBE
KV: (1) 75W MR16 ACCENT
KV: (1) 75W MR16 DN.
Avg/Min
1.49
1.41
2.30
3.66
1.86

Max/Min
2.20
3.10
3.22
6.07
3.13
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OLD HOUSE OF DELEGATES CHAMBER - WEST ELEVATION
PROPOSED

LIGHTING SCHEME
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3:A17 WALL SCONCE
TYPE 1: 6 ARM CHANDELIER

TYPE 2: 4 ARM CHANDELIER

TYPE 3: 3 ARM SCONCE

TYPE 4: 4 ARM DESK LIGHT

A17 LIGHTING DESIGN

1:A17 CHANDELIER

(NOT DRAWN

TO

3:A17 DESK LIGHT

SCALE)
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ART-2
“The Burning of the Peggy Stewart,” oil on canvas by Francis Blackwell Mayer, 1896. Maryland
Commission on Artistic Property, MSA SC 1545-1111. Currently on exhibit in the Silver Room.
Paiting and Frame: approximately 10’-4” X 7’-10”

ART-1
“The Planting of the Colony of Maryland,” oil on canvas by Francis Blackwell Mayer, 1893. Maryland Commission on Artistic Property, MSA SC 1545-1125. Currently on exhibit in the Silver
Room. Paiting and Frame: approximately 5’-11” X 7’-10”
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EXHIBIT CASE DESIGNS

EXHIBIT

CASE AT THE ATKINS MUSEUM

EXHIBIT

CASE AT THE METROPOLITAN

MUSEUM OF ART

EXHIBIT

CASE AT THE GETTY MUSEUM

EXHIBIT

CASE AT THE BROOKLYN MUSEUM

As a result of the Visitor Experience Master Plan and discussions with the Maryland State Archives, a
focus for exhibits in the Old House of Delegates Chamber has been established. The Chamber will be
dedicated to interpreting legislative landmarks of 19th Century Maryland. Exhibits may eventually focus
on important, unprecedented legislation taking place in the state.
The exhibits are still to be determined. However, here are design guidelines for exhibit cases:
Exhibit cases should be furniture, and not appear built-in or integral to the space. They should not appear
original to the space as it is important that the original function of the space be apparent. It was a room
for legislation. Exhibit case should be considered contemporary interventions sympathetic to the design
of the space.
Technological advancements characterized the Period of Significance. It is appropriate that displays
do the same. All displays should be interactive and dynamic and linked to telecommunication and data
systems. Lighting should be effective and included in the cases. We have provided preliminary ideas for
casework, but this will need to be coordinated when an exhibit designer is selected.
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A7 COMPREHENSIVE FURNISHINGS PLAN

N

SCALE
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“All the walls have been painted in oil and the ceilings decorated in
an appropriate manner in fresco.”
January 3: Letter from architect George A Frederick to Governor Carroll giving a detailed account of the recent State House restoration. General Assembly (Public Docu
ments), 1878 Legislative Session, Document A, 51-52, 76-80.

“The beautifully frescoed walls of the respective halls and chamber are the admiration of all beholders, and reflect great praise
upon the artistic accomplishments of Mr. Emert and the skilled
artists who assisted him. The painting, by Mr. Jerry Kalmey, is
of first class quality.”
22 December: Article detailing the recently completed renovations of the State House,
Maryland Republican and State Capital Advertising, page 3, MSA SC 2945)
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Past EverGreene Projects Informed the Period Colors, Materials and Treatments
Other resources for recreating the decorative scheme included the studio’s firsthand knowledge of decorative schemes, materials and approaches of the same time period from comparable projects. Color palettes
original to Alfred Piquenard’s Iowa State Capitol (1893) and Illinois State Capitol (1888) were consulted
as reflections of prevalent period selections. The Kansas State Capitol-(various areas, 1870-1903) was
considered as well, but as a more limited influence, as it was a later and more American decorative scheme.
John Alexander MacPherson’s work was a period point of reference, but it has certain departures, being
a more masculine, heavy Victorian style with dark earth tones.
Second Empire Influence
In the period following the Civil War, many American architects, including George Frederick, were captivated by the glorious, fashionable Second Empire architecture. The style was emulated in numerous government buildings, including Frederick’s Baltimore City Hall. The Second Empire style and its attributes
were considered in this investigation as well.

CAST PLASTER MEDALLIONS AND ROSETTES

Investigating the Historic Decorative Scheme
Because the original paint and plaster of the chamber had been stripped during a previous renovation
campaign, the investigation into the original decorative scheme depended more on historic research and
referents than on forensic investigation.
Study by Matthew Mosca
In 1998, Historic Paint Finishes Consultant Matthew Mosca had executed a historic paint finishes study
on the Calvert Room and the Maryland Silver Room (formerly the House of Delegates Chamber). Although the study was limited due to the removal of much of the original interior architecture, EverGreene used the findings from the Mosca study as a basis in the re-creation of the decorative scheme.
Historic Photographs and Postcards
Historic photographs in black and white provided valuable information regarding value relationships
between colors, as well as specific ornamentation and design elements. The antique hand-colored postcards of the House of Delegates as well as the Senate Chambers also served as points of reference. They
share design features that indicate that they were decorated at the same time, using many of the same
ornamental moldings, materials, including window draperies, and furnishings, such as the desk sets with
caned chairs.

Lithographic Ornament Portfolios and Books from or about this Period
Interior Designs of the 19th Century by Cesar Daly,1877
The Grammar of Ornament, Owen Jones, 1856
The Practical Decorator and Ornamentist by George Ashdown Audsley and Maurice Ashdown Audsley,
1862
Dresser’s Principles of Design by Christopher Dresser, 1873
Encyclopedia of Ornament: Color in the Decorative Arts, August Racinet, 1873
The Principles of Harmony and Contrast of Colors by Michel-Eugene Chevreul, 1839
Paint in America: The Colors of Historic Buildings, edited by Roger Moss, 1994
The Art of Colour Decoration by J.D. Grace, 1912
Architectural Colour in British Interiors 1650-1840 by Ian C. Bristow, 1996
Ornament by Stuart Durant, 1986
Painted using lithography, ornament portfolios such the Cesar Daly publication (above) were heavily
referenced by architects and designers of the day and were probably as influential as actual observations
of other artists’ work. One interesting side effect of this was that the interior decoration itself began to
take on certain aspects of the lithographic appearance, such as more color saturation and opacity. Other
books on art and ornamentation written during the mid- to late- 19th century also provided insight into
prevalent design and color theories and practices of the times.
Decorative painters of latter 19th century would have been influenced by other prominent projects in
the area as well. Brumidi’s work at the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C. would have been known to the
craftsmen working at the State House, for instance.
Creation of the Color Palettes
EverGreene developed the direction for the color palette based on the above research as well as established
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not expected to change. This included the wood finishes of the furnishings, particularly the walnut desk
and cane chairs, as well as the bronze alloys of the light fixtures.
Three versions of the color palette, all incorporating harmonious relationships that would serve as a
unifying element for the interior, were presented as options. Each consisted of soft, upper value tints of
the predominantly neutral colors proposed for the fields of the walls and ceilings. One was comprised of
cool colors, one was of neutral colors, and one represented warm color options. Secondary and tertiary
colors that are more saturated were selected for accents.
CEILING #1

BANDS #2

BEAMS #3

Colors of the decorative scheme as determined via the above-listed research, including the general natural earth toned pigments and paints used in 1860-1890 High Style Victorian America:

WALL #4

FRIEZE

AND

BORDER #5

WAINSCOT #6

ACCENTS

Paints—All are tints (mixed with white)
Yellow Ochre
Natural Earth Pigments
Red Oxide
Natural Earth Pigments/Red Oxide
Blue
Prussian Blue/Antwerp Blue Artificial Pigment
Sienna
Natural Earth Pigments/Red Oxide
Raw and
Natural Earth Pigment
Burnt Umber
Green
Earth Pigment
White
Inorganic Artificial Pigment
Metallic leaf
Tinted Glaze

Oil-Based Glazing Medium with Natural Pigment

Other Elements
The upholstery and drapery colors as well as the carpeting were approximated from the hand-colored
postcards of the Senate Chambers and the overall direction of the color scheme.

practices of color theory and knowledge of the Victorian period preferences. With the constituent ingredients, value relationships with a balance of light and dark were established. Secondarily, color harmonies
were sought based on complementary colors and adjacencies, relating them by chromatic intensity.
A strong consideration in the development of the color palette was to harmonize those existing elements

Cane
Desk upholstery
Floor
Draperies
Furniture
Doors, Trim
Window,
Shutters
Picture Frames

Light Yellow
Blue Plush/Velvet
Green Carpeting (wall to wall)
Patterned
Wood (See report)
Imitation Wood
Gilded Wood

Ultimately, the proposed decorative scheme incorporates primarily pale earth tone tints with a more neutral, somewhat cooler ceiling. Metallic finishes, upholstery, wood and carpet colors provide accents. The
color palette was and is intended to unite all elements into an artistic whole that provides a warm and
comfortable working environment.
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RECOMMENDED CRAFTSMEN
Evergreene Painting Studios
450 West 31st Street, 7th Floor
New York, New York 10001
T 212-244-2800
F 212-244-6204
John Canning Painting & Conservation Studios
125 Commerce Court, #5
Cheshire, Connecticut 06410
T 203-272-9868
F 203-272-9879
Conrad Schmitt Studios
2405 S 162nd. Street
New Berlin, Wisconsin 53151
T 262-786-3030
F 262-786-9036
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“We think the evidence submitted will give a much better idea of
the exact condition of affairs than we would be able to state, and
therefore call your special attention to the testimony of George A.
Frederick, architect, and the Board of Public Works. We think
the Board of Public Works would have been negligent of their
duty if they had not put the building in repair where they found it
unsafe, many of its timbers being rotten and dangerous.”
1878 Report of the Select Committee
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CARPET

DRAPERY

MILLWORK

All floor surfaces carpeted.
40 oz synthetic hair and jute pad. (fleece
looking) (horsehair is sometimes used)

Silk (with fire retardant lining) or travera.
Include UV films for protection.

OPTION 1

OPTION 1
252-256 pitch (threads per 27 inch.) Five color loop from a standard historic pattern
by the. 27in wide frame. Material: 80%
Worsted wool 20% nylon (or 100%) 4 ply.
Hand-sown. Material cost $22 psf
Stourvale Mill Collection
Distributor: John Burroughs

OPTION 2
216 pitch (9 rows per inch.) 80/20 3 ply
yarn Cut pile only--not available in loop.
Material costs $19.50

Fabricator and Installer
Vintage Valance.
Cincinnati OH
Contact: Beverly Hafemeister
513-561-8665

OPTION 1
Custom pattern woven on a modern, electronic
Jacquard loom in silk and cotton blend in custom
colors using European mills. Produces 54” goods.
(approximately $198 per yard.)
Belfry Historic
30 Breed St.
Lynn, MA 01912
Contact: John Buscemi
617 574 9030

OPTION 2
Fabric selected from manufactures standard colors
and patterns by
Brunschwig & Fils
Contact: Peter Pinto
212-838-7878, ext 8340
Archivist/Curator: Judith Straeten
212-838-7678, ext 8410
Scalamandre
Contact: Leslie Degeorges
212-980-3888, ext 416

OPTION 3 (CLOSEST

MATCH)

Fabric woven on an old jacquard shuttle loom (circa
1900) using European mills. Produces 50” goods.
Additional design charges required for art work
and jacquard card cutting. (approximately $250 per
yard)

Authentic detailing dovetail joints etc. hand
carved ornamentation, veneer woods of walnut
and ash. Reproduction hardware. Solid wood
flooring with rectangular nails.

OPTION 2
Veneer plywood.
Purchased and applied
ornamentation. Standard hardware.

OPTION 3
Decorative paint and varnish on paint grade
wood.

LIGHT FIXTURES
Recessed or low-voltage fixtures by USA
Illumination

OPTION 1
Custom reproduction bronze light fixtures
with contemporary light fixtures and gilded
accents to match historic chandeliers, sconces
and standards.
Acceptable Manufacturers
Federated Lighting
St. Louis Lighting
Perry Pratt

OPTION 2
Standard light fixtures selected from lighting
manufacturers catalogs
h t t p : / / w w w. w o r l d c l a s s l i g h t i n g . c o m /
newwcl3/Prodpagemain.cfm?ID=1177
After extensive research, no light fixtures have
been located from catalog searches having the

required size and/or material.
Therefore, Option 2 for lighting is NOT
recommended.

FURNITURE
OPTION 1
Custom reproduction furniture

OPTION 2
Select similar chairs from current furniture
manufacturers or locate and purchase antique
furniture from

M

BUDGET
67

aryland State House
HOUSE OF DELEGATES CHAMBER: FURNISHINGS PLAN

INTRODUCTION
The preliminary budget estimate included in the report is based on the design documents dated 5/4/07.
The estimate is broken into work items, such as flooring and windows so that a total cost for each item
can be viewed as a subtotal. As well as an estimate for the direct work involved, each line item includes an
additional 30% for indirect construction costs (general conditions, fees, insurance) and design contingency,
and an additional 10% for Architect and design consultant fees. As such, the budget estimate should be
viewed as a total construction project cost estimate. The costs not included in the estimate include
financing costs, owner’s project management costs and other similar costs which are necessary to support
the project.
Page 1 of 3

Maryland State House
Old House of Delegates Chamber
Beyer Blinder Belle Ref. # 6064.00
Recommendations Matrix - Revision 0

PRELIMINARY BUDGET ESTIMATE

July 17, 2007

ARCHITECTURAL INTERIOR
Building Element

Recommended Treatment

Cost

Indirect costs

A/E Fees 10%

(30%)

Total

Comments

Estimated Cost

FLOORING
1 New Carpet

252-256 pitch (threads per 27 inch.) Five - color loop from a Standard historic pattern by the Stourvale Mill

51,700

15,510

6,721

73,930

Collection . 27in wide jacquard loom frame. Material: 80% Worsted wool 20% nylon (or 100%) 4 ply. Handsewn. Inlcudes 40 oz. synthetic hair & jute pad.
2 Wood Flooring

New hardwood flooring at dais

4,000

1,200

520

5,720

3 Wood Base

Strip, clean and repaint all wood bases.

4,600

1,380

598

6,578

Strip, repair and prime existing doors

10,500

3,150

1,365

15,015

Remove existing frames at door transoms and replace with new glass and wood transom to replicate original

22,500

6,750

2,925

32,175

6,000

1,800

780

8,580

Strip paint, patch, clean and repaint interior window frames, sash, casing, trim, shutters.

24,000

7,200

3,120

34,320

Provide new carved wood valances above windows.

40,000

12,000

5,200

57,200

Custom drapes

100,000

30,000

13,000

143,000

Investigation, mockups, and all labor and materials for flat, decorative and ornamental plaster

250,000

75,000

32,500

357,500

Decorative painting, sizing, gilding, stenciling, graining

210,000

63,000

27,300

300,300

DOORS
4 Wood Doors

Frame and transom modifications

(corridor side to remain as is)

DOOR HARDWARE
9 Door Hardware

Allowance for restoration or replacement of door hardware

WINDOWS
10 Windows

PLASTER
11 Wall & Ceiling Plaster

PAINTING
12 Painting

Beyer Blinder Belle/
The Christman Company/ Evergreene Studios
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Page 2 of 3
Building Element

Recommended Treatment

Cost

Indirect costs

A/E Fees 10%

(30%)

Total
Estimated Cost

MILLWORK
13 Millwork

Drapery

Custom hand-carved walnut/ash dais, built-in desks, drapery valance

112,000

33,600

14,560

160,160

93,500

28,050

12,155

133,705

257,500

77,250

33,475

368,225

Speaker's chair, side chairs, visitor's chairs, bench

76,000

22,800

9,880

108,680

Display cases

50,000

15,000

6,500

71,500

Fire sprinkler piping (assume existing main in area)

22,000

6,600

2,860

31,460

310,500

93,150

40,365

444,015

Wall sconces - custom replication

85,000

25,500

11,050

121,550

Desk fixtures - custom replication

27,000

8,100

3,510

38,610

Allowance for general electrical circuit replacement

10,000

3,000

1,300

14,300

149,500

44,850

19,435

213,785

Ceiling speakers, exit lights, & fire alarm (assumes system is available nearby and has capacity)

31,000

9,300

4,030

44,330

Flat panel TV monitor, motorized projection screen

15,000

4,500

1,950

21,450

General demolition & channelling allowance

15,000

4,500

1,950

21,450

Lead-based paint removal allowance

15,000

4,500

1,950

21,450

Scaffolding for ceiling access

26,400

7,920

3,432

37,752

Temporary protection

10,000

3,000

1,300

14,300

Custom drapery behind speaker's chair

FURNITURE
14 Loose furniture

Delegate's desks & chairs

FIRE PROTECTION
15 Fire Protection

LIGHTING/ ELECTRICAL
19 Lighting - Decorative Fixtures

20 Miscellaneous electrical

Large chandeliers - custom replication

Recessed downlights & dimming system allowance

DEMOLITION/ ACCESS
21 Demolition

22 Access

Beyer Blinder Belle/
The Christman Company/ Evergreene Studios

Comments
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Page 3 of 3
Building Element

Recommended Treatment

Cost

Indirect costs

A/E Fees 10%

(30%)

Total
Estimated Cost

ALLOWANCES
23 Structural upgrade

Steel beams to support bronze chandeliers

24 MEP and Fire Protection upgrade

Upgrade service capacity and distribution systems

50,000

15,000

6,500

71,500

500,000

150,000

65,000

715,000

ESTIMATE TOTALS

2007 Dollars

$2,578,700

$773,610

$335,231

$3,687,540

ESTIMATE TOTALS

2008 Dollars

$2,836,570

$850,971

$368,754

$4,056,294

Budget Estimate Notes:
All prices are in 2007 dollars, escalation of 10% per year should be added for later execution
All prices include estimates for general conditions, design/ construction contingency, CM fees and A/E fees
No work is included for upgrades to mechanical or electrical equipment, or extension of main feeders to the space
No permit costs are included
Prices are estimated based on design drawings by Beyer Blinder Belle dated 5/4/07
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Description
WINDOWS

Qty

Unit

Unit Cost

Total

Comments

8

each

1,000

8,000

Estimate

8
8

each
each

1,000
1,000

8,000
8,000

Estimate
Estimate

10 Windows
A.1.1 Strip & prep windows
Prime & paint windows/ shutters (graining not
included)
Restore shutters

Maryland State House
Old House of Delegates

Total Cost
A.1.2 New wood window valances

Estimate Details

24,000
8

each

5,000

Total Cost
A.2 Custom Drapes

Updated:8/7/07

40,000

Budget from Zeeland

40,000
8

each

12,500

Total Cost

100,000

Estimate

100,000

Architectural - Interior
Description

Qty

Unit

Unit Cost

Total

Comments

FLOORING
1A New Carpet
Carpet, pad installation
Carpet material
Custom carpet design charges

395
395
1

ly
ly
LS

63
60
3,000

Total Cost

2A Wood flooring
New wood flooring at dais

Quote from Gfroerer
Budget from John Burroughs
Allowance

200

sf

20.00

4,000
0
0

lf
lf

20.00
3.00

Total Cost

4,000
600
0

each
each
each

1,000
1,500
1,000

Total Cost

A.2 Frame and transom modifications

3,000
4,500
3,000

Estimate
Estimate

each

7,500

Total Cost

22,500
0

13 Dais/ desks/ drapery framework
Installation

Estimate
Estimate
Estimate

1
1

LS
LS

195,000.00
15,000.00

195,000
15,000

Estimate from Evergreene
Estimate from Evergreene

210,000

1
160

LS
MH

100,000
75

150
60
1
300
80

LY
LY
LS
MH
MH

250
150
5,000
100
150

30
31

each
each

6,000
2,500

each

2,000

6,000

Budget from Belfry
Budget from Belfry
Budget from Belfry
Budget from Vintage Valances
Budget from Vintage Valances

180,000
77,500

Bielecky

257,500
1
2
2
10
2

each
each
each
each
each

8,000
6,500
6,500
2,500
8,500

Total Cost

3

37,500
9,000
5,000
30,000
12,000
93,500

Total Cost
A.2 Speaker's chair
Speaker's side chairs
clerk's side chairs
visitor's side chairs
gallery bench

22,500

Budget from Zeeland
Estimate

FURNITURE
17 Loose furniture
A.1 Delegate's Desks
Chairs

Allowance

100,000
12,000
112,000

Total Cost

8,000
13,000
13,000
25,000
17,000

Bielecky
Bielecky
Bielecky
Bielecky
Rialto

76,000

Allowance
A.3 Display cases

Total Cost

Estimate from Evergreene
Evergreene included rolling towers

PAINTING

13 Dais drapery fabric
Backdrop fabric
Material for details
Fabrication/sewing
Installation

DOOR HARDWARE
9A Hardware
Restore or replace

250,000
0
250,000

Total Cost

10,500

3

250,000.00

MILLWORK

4,600

3
3
3

LS

Total Cost

DOORS
4 Wood doors
A.1.1 Strip door/ frame/ trim
Minor repair
Prime & paint (graining not included)

1

Estimate

4,000

200
200

11 Flat and decorative plaster
A.1 selective demo, mockups, all labor and material
Scaffolding
Total Cost

12 Painting
Decorative painting, sizing, gilding, stenciling,
graining
Window and baseboard graining

51,700

Total Cost
3A Strip & repaint wood base
Strip wood base
Paint wood base (graining not included)

25,000
23,700
3,000

PLASTER

2

each

25,000

50,000

6,000
Total Cost

50,000

Estimate
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Description
FIRE PROTECTION
15 Fire Sprinklers
Recessed heads/ branch piping in beams

Qty

Unit

Unit Cost

2,200

SF

10

Total Cost

Total

22,000

Comments

Assume main existing in room

Description
ALLOWANCES
23 Structural upgrade
Steel beams to support bronze chandeliers
Total Cost

Qty

Unit

Unit Cost

Total

Comments

1

LS

50,000

50,000
50,000

Allowance

1

LS

500,000

500,000
500,000

Allowance

22,000
24 MEP and Fire Protection upgrade
Upgrade service capacity and distribution systems
Total Cost

LIGHTING
19A Chandeliers
Chandeliers
Installation
Modify backing

Architectural - Interior
3
3
3

each
each
each

100,000
1,000
2,500

Total Cost
19B Sconces
Provide new fixtures
Installation
Modify backing

10
10
10

each
each
each

5,000
1,000
2,500

2
2

each
each

12,500
1,000

1

LS

10,000

Budget from St. Louis Antique Lighting
Estimate

10,000

Assume no upgrade to panels or feeders

50
6
1

EA
EA
LS

1,750
7,000
20,000

87,500
42,000
20,000
0
149,500

2
4
8
6

EA
EA
EA
EA

2,500
1,000
2,000
1,000

5,000
4,000
16,000
6,000
0
31,000

Estimate
Assume existing sound system equipment
Assume existing FA system
Estimate

1
1
1

EA
EA
LS

5,000
5,000
5,000

5,000
5,000
5,000
0
15,000

inlcuding new circuit
inlcuding new circuit
Allowance

1

LS

15,000

15,000
15,000

Allowance

1

LS

15,000

15,000
15,000

Allowance

2,200

SF

12

26,400
26,400

Estimate

1

LS

15,000

10,000
10,000

Allowance

Total Cost
Equipment
Flat screen monitor
Motorized projection screen
Miscellaneous steel supports

25,000
2,000
0

10,000

Total Cost
Misc. systems
Exit lights
Ceiling speakers
Smoke detectors
Channelling

Budget from St. Louis Antique Lighting
Estimate
Estimate

27,000

Total Cost
Downlighting
Recessed downlights
channelling/ beam disassembly
Dimming system allowance

50,000
10,000
25,000
85,000

Total Cost
20 Circuit replacement

Budget from St. Louis Antique Lighting
Estimate
Estimate

310,500

Total Cost
19B Desk Lamps
Provide new fixtures
Installation
Modify backing

300,000
3,000
7,500

Total Cost

Estimate
Allowance
Allowance

DEMOLITION/ ACCESS
21 General demolition & channelling
Total Cost
Lead removal allowance
Total Cost
22 Ceiling access Scaffolding
Total Cost
Temporary protection
Total Cost

2,578,700

C

onstruction

S

chedule

M
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CONSTRUCTION SCHEDULE
This project involves the removal of a 20th century partition currently separating the Silver and the Calvert Rooms on the first floor of the Maryland State House Building in Annapolis, MD. The two rooms
will be then be combined to restore the configuration of the 1876 Old House of Delegates Chamber.
The work covers approximately 2,300 SF of the southwest corner of the first floor of the original State
House building.
In addition to the work within the space, work will be required to make connections to existing electrical, smoke detection and telecommunication panels. Access to some of these areas may require evening
or weekend work as the building will remain occupied. Upgrades may be required of existing panels
and mechanical systems. This will increase construction costs and could increase construction time and
inconvenience.
Because it is likely that the building will remain occupied during the construction of this space, a protection plan shall be submitted by the contractor to address protection of the building, its occupants and
tourists. Again, off-hours work may be necessary for some of the work, but in general work will occur
during regular business hours. The protection plan will show temporary partitions and protection of
walls, floors and ceilings.
No known hazardous materials are present. Abatement or treatment will not be necessary.
STAGING AND ACCESS
Limited areas for staging the project will be allowed in the basement. General contractor’s temporary offices will be required and will need to be coordinated with facility and construction managers. Construction office and materials may be stored in the basement.
There is no loading dock or freight elevator, so door openings will determine the maximum size of preconstructed pieces. The size and capacity of the existing elevators, or ability or carry things up the stairs
will also limit the size of new equipment and millwork. Final assembly may have to be on site. Using a
crane and removing window or skylight is not allowed. Access to the building will need additional study
during the construction document phase and later after a contractor is selected. The contractor will be
able to provide alternatives and ultimately will be responsible for means and methods of construction.
This coordination is required during the construction phase with State input.
PHASING
While not recommended because of the increased project costs and inconvenience of occupants, it may be
possible to phase the procurement of the furniture or drapery over several years. All construction should
be completed at the same time. It may be possible to procure the furniture or light fixtures from a noncapital improvement budget.
OTHER PROJECT COORDINATION
The contractor will need to coordinate with UV film installation, as this project is affected by the window
refurbishment and decorative painting.

LONG LEAD ITEMS
CARPET
The construction schedule must allow a production time from 4 - 6 months for the carpet. Sea shipping
from England adds about 3 weeks to the schedule and inland freight from Boston to the installer an additional week. Air freight could reduce the schedule but is available at an additional cost.
DRAPERY
Fabric manufacturing depends somewhat upon the schedule of the weavers. The
design must be drawn for review, resubmitted and reviewed again before approval.
Colors must be finalized simultaneously with the decorative paint and carpet. Manufacturing of the fabric would take about 4 months. Making the curtains would be an
additional 2 months. Window trimmings would add additional time.
MILLWORK
In addition to the normal shop drawing and sample review, additional time should
be allowed for the review of mockup samples. Submittals and fabrication is expected to take 24 weeks.
The preparation and approval of all shop drawings and submittals will require
an amount of additional time because coordination will be required for color
matching.
Procurement is assumed to take three months, and mobilization after award
of the contract, including hiring of subcontractors, site survey and verification are assumed as outlined below: Construction work is recommended
for times during legislative recess and will need to be coordinated with
facilities staff.
Given required coordination, the project should be completed in approximately 17 months after award. The project is slated for FY2008.
Based on these parameters, the dates of construction are as follows:
Start of procurement
Award of Contract
Approved Submittals
Approved mockups
Major components fabricated
Protection & Demolition
Scaffolding
Construction Break
Major construction complete
Punchlist, testing, inspection
Completion of work

November 2007
January 2008
May 2008
July 2008
September 2008
September 2008
October 2008
12/31/08 -4 /15/09
May 2009
June 2009
01 July 2009
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Introduction

The Maryland State House in Historical Context
The Declaration of Independence not only set off an armed conflict between the American
colonies and the most powerful nation in the world, but also loosed an internal struggle for
power between the colonies. Selection of the new seat of national government was a significant
aspect of that wrangling and positioning. The primary contesters were New York, Pennsylvania,
and Maryland, through their proxies New York City, Philadelphia, and Annapolis. After years of
competition, George Washington chose to avoid the competing cities and states to carve an
unaffiliated city out of Maryland and Virginia in the swamps at the falls of the Potomac.
At the time of the Declaration of Independence, Annapolis was a relatively young town
compared to the major seaports and seats of commerce at New York and Philadelphia. In fact in
1776, Philadelphia was the second largest English-speaking city in the world, exceeded only by
London. Annapolis, throwing its hat into this ring was staking out its future. Yet by this time
Annapolis was rapidly becoming a cultural center and, as the state capitol, those with political
aspirations began flocking to the area. Many of the great houses being constructed around the
State House during the 1769-1776 time period (Paca, Brice, Ogle Hall, Chase-Lloyd) were the
city homes of wealthy planters hoping to parlay their prosperity into political clout. Under
construction since 1772, the Maryland State House (or Stadt House as it was known at the time)
decried the growing wealth and importance of the planter and merchant classes of Annapolis.
Early plans for the building by Joseph Horatio Anderson exemplified high-style Georgian
windows, doors and mantles treatments for the primary rooms.. .and the plans were apparently
exceeded in quality and grandeur in the final execution.
The stateliness of the finished State House was widely acclaimed and visiting Europeans
frequently commented that Annapolis was very cosmopolitan for its size. The quality of the
theatre and social scene of Annapolis was regularly commented on by notables such as Charles
Willson Peale. In this way Annapolis might have been comparable to Bath, England where the
latest styles were exhibited before they caught on it the more conservative London.
In 1781, French army chaplain Abbe Robin wrote "This opulence was particularly observable at
Annapolis. That very inconsiderable town, standing at the mouth of the river Severn, where it
falls into the bay, out of the few buildings it contains, has at least three-fourths such as may be
stiled elegant and grand. The State-house is a very beautiful building, I think the most so of any I
have seen in America. The peristyle is set off with pillars, and the edifice is topped with a
dome."1 In 1787, George Washington's friend, Englishman Samuel Vaughan, wrote of Annapolis
in his diary: "The city contains about 450 houses, 2500 inhabitants, State House, Court House,
Gaol, Church, Governor's House, poor house, playhouse, assembly room and the following
gentlemen have superb houses that would not disgrace Westminster, Mr. Stone, Messrs. Wallace,
Johnson, and Dr. Scott. Here, Mr. Mann keeps an excellent public house. Four rooms on a floor
and one for company, 66 feet by 21 feet. The second story lodging rooms all wainscoated to the
ceiling might vie with any tavern in England."2
September 21.1781. Abbe Robin ' New Travels in America' Transcription by Phillip Freneao (Philadelphia, 1783). MSA SC 5287-1 -186

Quote of Samuel Vaughn on page 22 ot "Annapolis Houses, 1770-1775° by Deering Davis. Architectural Book Publishing Co Inc, 1947. (Original Vaughn diary at Library ol Congress]
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The committee that released Builder Charles Wallace from his contract as the building was being
occupied in 1779 commented: "The committee have examined the stadt-house throughout, and
are of opinion, that many parts thereof are finished with more elegance than was required by the
contract, particularly the front door, great hall, and court, the senate house and house of
assembly, the president's and speaker's seats, and the galleries." Apparently the committee was
impressed with the whole of the Senate Chamber, and especially the President's Seat (niche and
dais) and the Gallery. With these sorts of comments one might expect the room to have been one
of the finest Georgian rooms in America.
That was not our impression walking into the room in 2007.
No longer high-style Georgian in 2007
By 2007, the niche within the engaged columns and pediment of the President's Seat was still
attention-grabbing, but nothing else in the room quite made it to that level. The doors, windows,
and mantle were particularly lacking. The research that we have accomplished since then has
revealed the usual slow progression of alterations common to any historic space, with the first
significant work being done in 1792 and 1798, including changes largely associated with the
lower level of the gallery and the replacement of the ceiling and cornice. While changes
continued, the room was on the whole still recognizable until 1877-8 when the State House,
including the Old Senate Chamber, was gutted so that only the internal portions of the niche
survived. The resulting room was dressed in High Victorian, Renaissance Revival and remained
that way until 1905 when a "Restoration" was undertaken. That Restoration was based largely on
two circa 1868 stereoviews, one of the President's Seat and the other of the Gallery starting with
the left-hand column and stopping halfway between the third and forth columns, thus not
including details at either end. Neither stereoview shows typical door or window dressings.
During the restoration, elements not shown in these two photographs were based on the limited
1905 understanding of "Colonial Design." By today's standards, very little physical
investigation was conducted and despite the claims of the restoration committee's chair, J.
Appleton Wilson, that objects in the photographs were copied in minute detail, there are few
items that bear even a close resemblance under scrutiny. Even the proportional spacing of the
gallery columns was off by more than two feet across the front, and the engaged columns with
pediment over the niche were buried too far into the wall. The result was a considerable
lessening of the prominence of the entire seat. The dais was too small and, having received a
third level that never existed historically, the top was too small to be functional. There was a reRestoration in 1940 primarily associated with removing misproportioned overdoors, removing
the shelf and frieze of the mantle (presumably to provide more room for the Washington,
Lafayette, and Tilghman Painting) and installing an antique floor from another building.
Thus in 2007 the niche was the only original material and the only accurate representation in a
room with failing twentieth-century plaster. The need to remove the compromised plaster and
finishes on the walls presented our team with an opportunity to physically investigate the room ground truthing the documentary materials - and develop a more accurate conception of the
room when George Washington resigned his commission in December 1783 and a few weeks
later in 1784 when the Treaty of Paris was ratified.

Introduction

Unfortunately the demolition work in 1877 was thorough and the 1905 plaster friable enough to
have muddied the surface. Despite these obstacles, a great deal has been gleaned. The
documentary records also provide an interesting perspective on the space. Information previously
gathered by the Maryland State Archives onto mdstatehouse.net provided a good starting point,
but certainly must not be considered an end. The investigation - both physical and documentary
- has reached an interim plateau. The revised appearance that has begun to emerge should help to
focus future research efforts.
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Report Organization
The creation of this document involved gathering, organizing, and interpreting the documentary
and physical evidence associated with the Old Senate Chamber, while focusing on 1783 when
George Washington resigned his commission, in the process immortalizing the space.
This report starts by presenting the individual clues to the puzzle that have been uncovered,
organized feature by feature, working down from ceiling to floor. Within each feature the clues
are largely organized chronologically, but the timeline has occasionally been interrupted where
for reasons of clarity and inter-connectivity it was important to highlight a particular relationship.
A summary follows the evidence for each and the evidentiary section is synthesized into a
summary ties the features together to present a picture of the room as a whole.
The summaries are followed by several sets of drawings depicting the room before investigation,
annotating the location of physical evidence, and providing an initial interpretation of the
evidence as it might relate to the original appearance of the room. These drawings are then
followed by two more sets that show the physical evidence overlaid on elevations of the room in
2007 [e.g. 1905 restoration with some updates] and on the Georgian design that the evidence
seems to be indicating for 1783, in the process confirming the relationship of physical and
archival evidence.
There is more documentary and physical research to be done in order to refine the restored
drawings and the finial section ("Serendipity") reiterates this case through descriptions of how
some documentary evidence that has surfaced after the restored views were drawn has reaffirmed
our conclusions.
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How this Project and Report Developed
In November 2006, we were asked to look at the Old Senate Chamber to provide a second
opinion on how water was getting into the room. There were many areas of peeling paint and salt
erupting through the plaster with the area behind the speaker's desk in the Northeast corner
showing the heaviest deterioration. Previous studies had suggested various alternate sources of
the water, but within ten minutes we pinpointed condensation. Combined with incompatible
modern paint coatings on the surface, water condensing on the cooler surfaces of the walls in the
Old Senate Chamber was causing the deterioration of the plaster and finishes. Beneath the
surface the wall was dry.
At the time, it was believed that no traces of earlier plaster or evidence of the room's earlier
appearance remained beneath the restored 1905 plaster, so we were asked to remove the failing
plaster behind the speaker's desk at the corner and re-plaster it before the legislature returned in
January. As soon as we began removing plaster, we realized that there were remnants of earlier
painted plaster remaining on the wall and in the joints of the brickwork. We instead decided to
label the partially dissected area to provide an educational exhibit explaining that through
selective demolition and analysis we might learn a great deal more about how the room had
appeared in 1783. We then built a foamcore panel to cover mimic the plaster below the chair rail
so that the area could be covered for the cameras if needed. From the interest this reveal through
the plaster inspired, the larger project to investigate the earlier appearance of the room developed
to include both a review of the archival materials on mdstatehouse.net and to search for clues
remaining on the walls through selective demolition and analysis, something akin to aboveground archaeology.
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Investigating Historic Buildings
By Charles A. Phillips
Background
It has been said that the work Paul Buchanan and I did at Gunston Hall in Mason Neck, Va. in
the 1980s reinvented historic building investigation. By that time, Paul had retired after 31 years
at Colonial Williamsburg, ending up as Director of Architectural Research. By contrast, I was a
young firebrand having just finished 3-1/2 years as the Director of Restoration at Old Salem.
Williamsburg and Old Salem had different cultures and so had evolved divergent ways of doing
things in the decades since the Boston architectural firm of Perry, Shaw and Hepburn had done
the initial work recording and restoring the first buildings at Williamsburg in the 1930's and
Salem in the 1950's. Paul had a professional degree in architecture from the University of
Virginia, but had worked as an architectural historian and never needed to have a license. I had
degrees in history, architecture, and preservation from the University of Texas and became a
licensed architect in 1983. Together we worked as a great team with enough mutual respect to
blithely tear apart the other's hypotheses and hubris enough to attack our own when necessary.
From Historic Structures Report to Historic Structures File
Colonial Williamsburg and the National Park Service had similar methods of developing Historic
Structure Reports prior to undertaking significant work on any of their buildings. This involved
lengthy gathering of historic data and a rigorous investigation and poking at the structure in
question. Both produced heavy narrative tomes that sat on the shelf after creation and would
literally require a week of searching to find all of the references to a particular window.
Frank Horton, the independent thinker who started the Museum of Early Southern Decorative
Arts [MESDA] at Old Salem with $1 million of his own R.J. Reynolds stock and his own
decorative arts collection, had established a unique historic buildings filing system while
Director of Restoration at Old Salem before me. The town of Salem was set up along European
lines like a great estate with all of the land held by the Moravian Church. Lots were leased to
community members and the town's early maps created a system of numbered building lots.
Salem had the first building code in North Carolina back in the 1780's and all construction
required permission. Horton had personally gone through the Moravian Archives extracting
photographs and sentence-by-sentence breakdowns of the records up to mid-19th century.
In the days before word processors, this involved re-typing each line often several time if it
referred to more than one building lot or more than one material, like nails, glass, etc. All of
these snip-its resided in the lot files along with photographs and any current information that
Frank came across. In the end, this meant it only took an hour to sit down with a file and put the
loose information in chronological order to digest the history of a building, material, technique,
or person in the community. This method of research and organization - constructed without a
specific question in mind - is unusual and more akin to a brainstorming session.
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Coming from the Horton filing system, I adapted that format for building-wide investigation,
dissecting a building down into components and collecting information room by room and
feature by feature. At Gunston Hall, this process evolved into an historic structure file with a
formal organization, but allowed a researcher to quickly and easily file bits of data as they
became available. Using this readily-accessible data, it would be easy to find, for example, all
information on the chimneybreast in room #7 and write narratives for a very focused audience.
Too often reports are earnestly written but become instantly irrelevant, gathering dust on the
bookcase. The main achievement of this approach is that the data does not become dated and
instead can be added to indefinitely in essence becoming part of a "living" historic structures
file. This method turned out to be relatively similar to the way Paul kept his personal files, so the
fit was immediate.
Learning to Speak Building: Vocabulary
Rigorous documentation alone is like computer data: garbage in...garbage out. The quality of the
data is paramount. Few schools teach the reading of buildings at all. It is like a foreign language
to most. Those that do get some training often do not progress beyond the conversational level.
Paul picked up much of his understanding of building construction methods by watching the
sleuths that came before him at Colonial Williamsburg, but it did not hurt that he had spent
WWII in naval intelligence drawing the outlines of enemy ships so they could be quickly
identified on the horizon. That job had required meticulous detail and an eye for minute
differences. That is what an investigation is all about: identifying all of the differences, and, in a
restoration, peeling away all the pieces that post-date the "period of significance."
Investigation is carried out with the eyes, but also a questioning mind. Bright lights are used both
for general illumination and as a raking light to illuminate any irregularity across surfaces.
Magnifying lenses and filters can let one see what is normally invisible to the unassisted eye.
Locating anomalies requires the ability to identify exceptions to a pattern. Interpreting the
change and finding evidence to support hypothesis requires the ability to imagine what could
possibly have been there, instead of what is there now.
One must get used to the dialect and accent of a particular building before jumping too quickly to
a fixed translation. Just as we can often differentiate people speaking the same dialect with a
similar accent without seeing them speak, once we become familiar with a building, it is possible
to tell which craftsmen in its history is "speaking." This is not an instantaneous thing, but as
anyone who has studied languages knows, you can begin first to understand what is being said in
general, long before you understand all of the details or adjectives.
Re-restoration or fixing mistakes made in an earlier restoration is a particularly difficult analysis.
Most restoration work is intended to fool you into thinking that it is original or at least based
exactly on one or more original survivors. It takes some time, but after one gets comfortable with
a building, it is easy to look at an element and know that it is wrong without immediately
knowing why or how to prove it.
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Learning to Speak Building: Grammar
Knowing the grammar of how things were typically assembled at different times allows one to
plot out where to look for evidence of missing elements. Unfortunately in the old Senate
Chamber, the 1877 and 1905 gutting was so complete that evidence is hard to find, meaning we
have to work harder to uncover the story. This means stretching the mind a little farther to make
sense of what the archival and artifact evidence means before being able to confirm those
conclusions by looking in specific yet unusual locations for our proof.
We initially looked for door and window architraves like that surviving over the arch of the niche
and imagined all the possible configurations that could go with that design. It was not until we
had determined that the outside walls had been furred out and so began to focus on the interior
walls and doors that it became apparent the door trim had been 14"+ wide . This is much too
wide for an architrave solution. This leaves only two other options: full columns or pilasters set
tight against the niche, similar to examples at Chase Lloyd on Maryland Ave. or Gunston Hall.
The evidence for window details remains weak because most of the overwindow appears to have
been constructed of plaster. Plaster ornamentation leaves less obvious ghosting than woodwork
and the very dusty 1905 wall plaster that was applied on top muddied the surface further. But
drawing from the Georgian tendency toward harmony among elements within a room, the details
of the original niche and the fairly strong overdoor evidence, the options for window trim
automatically are narrowed.

Conclusion: More Remains to Be Done
In spite of our architectural investigation of the evidence in the room to date and documents
provided by Archives, the earliest appearance of the room is not yet conclusive. But with a
greater sense of the overall appearance of the room to guide us, we (or some member of the
public) may now recognize a previously unidentified archival view of the Old Senate Chamber.
To be thorough, other archival sources must be investigated. Continuing the research to its
obvious end is only prudent before making decisions about the care of this most historic room.
Several years ago while working on a Benjamin Henry Latrobe residence in Kentucky called the
John and Eliza Pope Villa, the original drawings for the building that had been lost were
recognized at the National Archives in DC by a Latrobe historian - even though they had been
filed as relating to another project in another state. In spite of the building having gone through
major alterations, this researcher knew enough about the building in question to connect the
building to the plans. Likewise, we might find a crucial fragment reused in the trim of one of the
remaining un-disassembled features, such as on the back of other window trim or at the gallery.
In reviewing other archival resources, some description of the room may illuminate a detail, such
as bringing the meaning of the 1792 "back shutter" alteration into focus. We might also get lucky
enough to find original elements of the room in other collections by tracking down the ownership
progression of fragments that were in the Land Office Museum at the State House up to 1905, a
few years before the collection was donated to another museum that subsequently became the
precursor to today's Maryland Science Center.

Introduction

Since the Maryland State House was briefly the national capital, we must consider the likelihood
that artifacts other than just the uniform Washington wore at his resignation might be stored at
the Smithsonian or in other national archival collections. We might even find that Architect
George Frederick's claim that he carefully drew the room in 1877 before it was gutted is indeed
true and his files still exist for us to find.
In order to achieve a credible restoration, we must continue the search until all leads are
exhausted. At the same time, we must recognize this room is a national, not just a local, treasure.
A nationwide appeal this fall for any information or pictures citizens may have of this room
would be an appropriate prelude to preparations for the 225th anniversary of George
Washington's resignation of his military commission and the signing of the Treaty of Paris,
formalizing our independence from England.
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ANNOTATED EVIDENCE

After the General Overview, the following documentation - including annotations of archival
documents and photographs of physical evidence uncovered during our investigation of the room
- proceeds top down through the Old Senate Chamber (ceilings, cornice, lighting, walls,
wainscot, doors, windows,....). Accession numbers are those on mdstatehouse.net.
This document contains photographs that require authorization for reproduction for which
permission has not been sought by these authors as this report was produced for internal
consumption and education of the members of Maryland's State House Trust in preparation for a
repairs in the Old Senate Chamber.
If a decision is made to distribute this document more widely, issues of authorization will need to
be addressed by the Trust.
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General Conditions - Documentary Chronology
1771

Large stone-colored assembly rooms with a gallery across the entry end are in
vogue.

1779

The State house, and especially the Senate Chamber were deemed more elegant
than contract required. This grandeur was part of the competition with
Philadelphia and New York City to become the National Capitol.

1795

Duke describes State House as the most complete and finished

1826

Comparisons between John Trumbull's paintings
•

Doors have variations on a side bracket similar to the one Trumbull used on
a painting of Independence Hall.

•

There is an unleafed gallery frieze in one while it is leafed in another.

•

The gallery entablature does not break forward either.

•

The gallery appears to end with the outside column.

1859

In the Edwin White painting, the engaged columns are nearly fully round

1868

First photographs [stereoviews of both gallery and niche ends by W.M. Chase]

1878

Appears all of the carved elements were made of plaster during original
construction.

1894

Architect Geo. Frederick considered plaster low quality and unsalvageable. All
interior work was ripped out except for the plaster cornice of the room.

1905

Frederick's drawings packed away and so unavailable to aid restoration.
Looked to Yale for more sketches by Trumbull but found none.
Lossing's Fieldbook of the Revolution was consulted (p. 197)
Reused 1878 trim provided examples of the light wood graining used
throughout the rest of the building in 1878

2008

Console bracket at window of Hammond-Harwood House from the 1770s is
similar to what one would expect to find at the ends of the frieze for overdoor/
overwindow and possibly the mantle.
There are many similarities between Hammond-Harwood doorway and the
"speaker's throne" (niche) at the OSC
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By the C O M M I T T E E appointed to report the comra& cnt«rc<t*uco hy the lt%ci intemJihr
for building the ftdt-bouii: with Mr. Charles Wallace, and to l^qpre into and to report p e ttier the cdntrati bath been complied with by Mr«j%»Hacc, aiitt'^dfticularlj whether the Sff'lhoufc is well fecured from &>y danuge from rauRind for whatcaule the tool of copper^taken off, and what has been gone with the faid copper; and furrier tiiaFjtnc iaid comun. •
enquire into and report whether the galieriw have been erected agreeable t£)the commA $ £ . .
with Mr. Wallace.
a
V ' •< ? . sg» ' > •, •
T H E committee have examined ihe ftidi-bwufcthr^agbca^ *ed arcolojjfci^v. d ^ ^ n i n
parts thereof a<r fin idled with more elegance than was required by the con^i^particulariy th
front door, great hall, and court, the fenate houfe aid boufe of affembly, ^§jjpresident's am
ant
fpeaker's feats, and the'galleries. The other parts of the Milding appear to be^jOne in a maflerly and workmanlike manner, except the upper floor jver the fenate houfe, wrx-fb is indifferent.
The roof covered with cyprefs Shingles, and are very good of that kind. frbat $.>rt of ti«e dome
being unfhingled, the fame appears to be receiving damage, and are o. opinion the faid pare
ought to be {singled and made fecure. The repository for the proceedings of the court of appeals, and for the armoury, unfinifhsd ; a favall part of trie plailtering in the parapet unnnifhed;
a door for the cellar, a trap-door on the roof, wanting} al'o about half the window-SLutters (although putup) are unhung, and although the chimneys are finilhcd, yoi ,the marble jambs and
flabs are wanting.
Your committee are informed by Mr. Wallace, the contractor, that, the roof Was covered wit'
copper in 1774, which was bldwn off in Jjejotember followingft<?a Sorrn, and Ca damaged ar
fpoiled, as to rwider it uiifit for further ufe,. therefore fold by the contractor, as,, by bis memo,
will appear.
»
.
All which is fubmitted to the consideration of the honourable houfe.
.
Signed by order.
N1CH. HARWOOD, cl. contt

28 December 1779- Report of Charles Wallace's work on the State House by committee. Proceedings of the House
of Delegates, November Session 1779, Archives of Maryland

Accession: MSA SC 3204

Annotation: The committee that reviewed the constructed building expressed the opinion
that the Senate Room, president's seat and gallery were more elegant than required.
This group was certainly aware of the competition between communities and especially
between state capitols at Annapolis, Philadelphia and New York to become the national
capitol. In particular, the competition between this new State [Stadt] House at Annapolis
and Independence Hall in Philadelphia would have been foremost in their thinking.
While the 1905 restoration created an elegant president's seat and gallery, the room as a
whole did not rise to elegance.
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STATE HOUSE

"Travels through the United States of Horth Aaerica 1795, 96, 97 Duke de la Roche foucault Liancourt
"The state-house la one of the largest public buildings in the
United States, and it* interior the aost coaplete and finiahed,
at least aa far aa the plan ia at present executed.

This structure,

which has already cost one hundred and thirty thousand dollars, will
probably require fro* fifteen to twenty thousand more before it ia
completed, which it will soon be, aa the legislature granta every
year the necessary suss for this purpose.

It contains apartments

of the executive council, and rooas for the principal officers of
the atate, except for the governor, who haa a houae built by the
state.

It has a large cupola with a lantern at the top, which is

ascended by a commodious staircase, and from whence there is a prospect as fax as the Atlantic, beyond the Chesapeak; of the peninsula
of Delaware-bay; and of the little point of Jersey, which separates
it from Annapolis."

Circa 1797 - Description of the present condition and cost of building the State House by Duke Francois-AlexandreFrederic le Rochefoucault-Liancourt, in his Travels Through the United States of North America, The Country of the
Iroquois and Upper Canada, in the Years 1795, 1796, and 1797 by the Duke de la Rochefoucault-Liancourt, London:
Printed for R. Phillips, 1799. Transcription by Shirley Baltz.

Accession: MSASC 5224-B4-F11

Annotation: As a duke, Liancourt presumably was in a position to have seen elegance in the
US and Europe. His use of "most complete and finished" is in reference to the design and
quality of details and finishes and not to completeness of execution as indicated by the
phrase that followed.
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Sketches of the Old Senate Chamber for painting of Washington Resigning by John Trumbull. Helen A. Cooper, John
Trumbull: The Hand and Spirit of a Painter, (Yale University Art Gallery, New Haven, 1982) pp. 88-90

Accession: MSASC 5287-11-435

1822 John Trumbull sketch in preparation for paintings that were finally executed years later:

This view is a mirror image of the room. (We are not aware of Trumbull using a drawing
aid to reverse the room and the inaccurate proportions suggest one was not used.) The
reversed view was probably chose to allow the painter to place people in their symbolic
positions - George Washington in the center facing the artist with the most important
figures to his right - and then bathe Washington in focal light that could not have come
from behind him. Additionally, if the wall had been represented correctly with windows
along this wall, the painting would have been complicated by natural light.
Trumbull appears to be emphasizing a few elements with dark shadow lines. He even does
a detail of an entablature breakout at a column. In this overall sketch the left corner of the
two doors, mantle, columns of the gallery, right corner of the window next to the dais all
have darkened shadow lines and the doors and possibly the mantle have an extra line,
possible to delineate the break.
The circa 1868 photos show us that the entablature of the gallery breaks at the four
columns while the pediment over the president's niche does not.
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1826 Trumbull Painting. The room, like the sketch, reversed the door and
window walls and shows the doors having variations on a side bracket like
he used on his famous Declaration of Independence painting (right).
The gallery is unleafed above and leafed below. The gallery entablature does
not break forward in either Resignation of General Washington painting. The
niche has a pediment below and not above. In every view the gallery appears
to end with the outside column.
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Edwin White's 1858 George Washington Resigning his Commission in 1783.

Accession: MSASC 1545-1112

Annotation: Trumbull's paintings (and the artist) are generally given greater credence, but
the 1858 rendering by White shows crucial information not seen in other non-photographic
portrayals of the room.
His dais has two risers with a baseboard lining the niche. The engaged column is close to
fully round (as he first drew it, although later alteration barely shows the panel). He does
omit some detail however, such as the necking through the niche and the leaves on the
pulvinated frieze. The missing window may well have not been painted because by this time
it was likely covered with a painting that would have competed with White's focal point
(see circa 1868 photo).
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HISTORICAL MAGAZINE.

made by Mr. W. M. Chase, 841 W. Franklin St. On writing
to him he said he could find no negatives of the old Chamber
but sent me a small photograph of the wall opposite the gallery
which was he had discovered, in an old sample book. Of
course this was exactly what we lacked, and gave us the columns, and entablature about the niche. I then wrote for •
photo of Trumbull's picture in the rotunda of the Capitol at
Washington, and Mr. Elliott Woods, the Architect in charge,
sent me a very clear print. This picture was painted in 1814
and from it we were able to reproduce the hoods and consoles
above the two small doors, one of which is false. The photographs had been taken about 1808 before any chauges had been
made in the room except that the chimney breast had been
removed. As Mr. Frederick has stated that he had prepared
careful drawings of the gallery so that it might easily be reproduced, 1 asked him that we might have the advantage of these.
He replied, under date of June 16, 1905, that he had given
up his office, and such papers as he had retained were packed
away, and he was about to leave the City for some months and
could not comply with my request.
The small photograph of the South wall also showed the main
doorway and the enclosure below the gallery for spectators.
This had small swing doors with panels of gathered silk, and
on each side, a small bracketed seat for a door keeper. These
were reproduced as accurately as a minute examination of the
photograph admitted. In my constant search for authorities
I found a copy of the Columbian Magazine published in
Philadelphia, February, 1789, which contained a short notice of the State House, and more important still, a plan of
the main floor. This plan showed the gallery columns on the
floor, the location of fireplace and doors in West wall. These
were merely confirmatory, but the " Throne " for the Speaker
was all important and was shown as three risers above floor
and of an oval shape, somewhat flatter than a half circle. This
was carefully followed. It also gave the original staircases,
one on either side of the building, from a landing of one of

March 19, 1927 - Restoration of the Old Senate Chamber by J. Appleton Wilson. From the Maryland Historical
Magazine. MSASC 1455

Accession: MSA SC 5287-7-105

The circa 1868 stereoview of the niche - the earliest photographic representation - was
provided by Photographer W.M. Chase of Baltimore.
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port outlining what had been done and what other work was
necesary. This report wag appended to his message of that
year." The above IB quoted from a long article which appeared in tbo Sun of Dec 26, 1903, by Mr. George A. Fredtrick, who was the Architect in charge of the work at the
v'nme, and who prepared the report lie coatinucs! " AU the
; plastering had been removed (from the Senate Chamber) and
"1restoredfrom drawings and modeh made from casta of the
original ornamental parts. I much regretted in this room,
being compelled to remove the gallery, which for want of time
could not be replaced. It was in a ruinous and dangerous condition. Careful measurements were taken ami accurate drawing! prepared of every part, so that nothing will prevent its
exact reproduction, if «uch should be determined upon. Xot
only was the gallery in a ruinous condition, but its removal
at that time was an imperative necessity, aa the room itself
eould not be repaired, and the gallery (as it existed) kept in
position during the progress of the work. The Board of PuWio
. Works fully realised this, and held a special meeting to consider the course to pursue, and aa I inaistingly advised its
; wwnstructlon should be done in materials of more substantial
; character than those first employed, and as time was pressing
• Is get the chamber ready for the meeting of the General As•atmbly, and moreover, as the Board of Public WOAB already
*htd gone far beyond the appropriation made for the repairs,
, it concluded it was better to leave the renewal and replacement
;',«! this work to the decision of the then fast approaching ses' ( *«». With the close of the work at that time, my employment
*'.ai Architect ceased."
>*.,.'He then say*, " In the latter half of 1877, night and day I
;-/forked and labored for the State of Maryland in the couiple.'.'ften of the repairs* harder than ever I did in my life. The
r legislature, impotent to vent its resentment on the Board of
f-Public Works, for having as it claimed, transcended its powers
»,-ia exceeding the appropriation made, as also its defined objects,
"• saw fit to punish me, the Board's agent, by withholding nearly
March 19, 1927 - Restoration of the Old Senate Chamber by J. Appleton Wilson. From the Maryland Historical
Magazine. MSA SC 1455

Accession: MSASC 5287-7-105

Annotation: It appears that all of the carved elements were made of plaster in the original
construction. Mr. Frederic considered this of low quality and incapable of being repaired
and reused. It should be noted that ten years early the Corps of Engineers recommended
that Mount Vernon be re-created in marble due to the insubstantial nature of wood
(perceptions of durability among architects of the era may therefore be suspect).
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$2000 of my commission M Architect, nor have I to this day,
24 yean afterward, been able to secure that equity which is
due to the humblest of citizens. I at last abandoned the
struggle with it* waste of time and money, concluding tna< it
the great State of Maryland thus preferred to deal out injustice
to its own citizens I would try to survive it Hard it is to be
deprived of the earned wage but more cruel yet to receive instead the unearned implied odium of the iconoclast" Whatever the reasons, the year 1878 closed with the Senate
Chamber utterly stripped of all original interior work, even
the window frames and sash being new. Not one vestige was
left except the plaster cornice ot the room, which is quite elaborate, and is. as Mr. Frederick says, a reproduction of the original. It may be remarked that Gov. Carroll and the LegUUture> received constant criticism for its destruction of the
Senate Chamber, but I consider it only fair to present the
other side of the picture.
When Mr. Mayer and myself were appointed by the Legislature in 189i to investigate the feasibility of restoring the
Senate Chamber to it* original condition, and the probable cost
of making the required changes, this was its condition. The
resolution was carefully guarded by the sentence, " Provided
the said gentlemen are willing to perform said servioe without
compensation." I might say in passing, that it has been a
labor of love unto the end. Our report was never acted on,
and nothing whatever was done until Mr. Warfield became
Governor in 1901 and appointed the Committee with Mr. Pennington and myself as a special sub-committee to carry out
the work. If it had sot been for the investigations necessary
for the report of 18941 do not believe an authentic restoration .
could have been made.
The room is 40.7x85. inside measurement, and 19.6 high.
A heavy beam bad been placed in the centre of tho ceiling
which divided it into two equal sections and changed the appearance entirely. Thia was removed, and our next work was
to take out tho entire floor and ceiling and replace the wood I
March 19, 1927 - Restoration of the Old Senate Chamber hy .1. Appleton Wilson. From the Maryland Historical
Magazine. MSASC 1455
Accession: MSASC 5287-7-105

Annotation: J. Appleton Wilson's description of the destruction/impact of the 1878 work.
In 1894 a committee was appointed to investigate the feasibility of restoring the Senate
Chamber to its earlier appearance, although restoration did not occur until 1905.
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made by Mr. W. if. Chase, 941 W. Franklin St. On writing
to him he said he could find no negatives of the old Chamber
but sent me a small photograph of the wall opposite the gallery
which was he had discovered, in an old sample book. Of
course this was exactly what we lacked, and gave us the columns, and entablature about the niche. I then wrote for a
photo of Trumbull's picture in the rotunda of the Capitol at
Washington, and Mr. Elliott Woods, the Architect in charge,
sent me a very clear print. This picture was painted in 1814
and from it we were able to reproduce the hoods and consolei
above the two small doors, one of which is false. The photographs had been taken about 1868 before any changes had been
made in the room except that the chimney breast had been
removed. As Mr. Frederick has stated that he had prepared
careful drawings of the gallery so that it might easily be reproduced, i asked him that we might have the advantage of these.
He replied, under date of June 16, 1905, that he had given
up his office, and such papers as he had retained were packed
away, and he was about to leave the City for some months and
could not comply with my request.
The small photograph of the South wall also showed the main
doorway and the enclosure below the gallery for spectators.
This had small swing doora with panels of gathered silk, and
on each side, a small bracketed seat for a door keeper. These
were reproduced a3 accurately as a minute examination of the
photograph admitted. In my constant search for authorities
I found a copy of the Columbian Magazine published in
Philadelphia, February, 1789, which contained a short notice of the State House, and more important still, a plan of
the main floor. This plan showed the gallery columns on the
floor, the location of fireplace and doors in West wall. These
were merely confirmatory, but the " Throne " for the Speaker
was all important and was shown as three risers above floor
and of an oval shape, somewhat flatter than a half circle. This
was carefully followed. It also gave the original staircases,
one on either aide of the building, from a landing of one of

March 19,1927 - Restoration of the Old Senate Chamber by J. Appleton Wilson. From the Maryland Historical
Magazine. MSASC 1455

Annotation: 1870s Architect George Frederick was unable or unwilling to provide his
drawings of the gallery to the 1905 restoration committee.
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these, the gallery was reached These had disappeared many
years ago, and the hall in which they stood had been changed
toroomsso that it was not possible to reproduce them. A new
stairway was accordingly provided carefully designed on lines
of the period. This does not show in the Senate Chamber
and is really no part of the true restoration. To throw, if
possible, more light on the matter I wrote the Director of the
School of Fine Arts of Yale University asking for any drawings or sketches by Trumbull which they might have, but without success. The Washington picture, strange to say, shows
the gallery at the North side of room instead of the South
side. This is remarkable for a man noted for his accuracy of
detail but in Lossing's " Field Book of the Revolution," on page
19T, it is stated that the Artist, for the purpose of having the
proper light, and shadow has omitted the three large windows
(there are really four). The painting shows a delicate sage
pern on the walls. la searching for the proper color, I removed several coats of paint from a spot os the inside of niche
and just before reaching the original plaster, came upon the
identical color. Thia was repeated with the same result in
several other places on the walls, so confirming Trumbull's
extreme accuracy.
It was plain that the two windows in the North wall, and
four on the East, had not been changed in any way since the
building was erected. The brickwork was undisturbed, and the
rubbed and bonded flat arches over the openings were as they
bad been placed. On removing the modern panel work below
the sills on the inside, the brick jambs were found extending
to the floor. The question then arose, had there been seats
below the sills f Correspondence with those who had been
familiar with the room since 1845, as Judge Hagner and
others, developed that they well remembered the wide seat*
and had often laid hata and papers upon them, and rested on
their cushions. The window sash were carefully copied from
originals in the toweT, and 24 lights to a window was decided
upon as the usnsl division and the best for the purpose- We

March 19, 1927 - Restoration of the Old Senate Chamber by J. Appleton Wilson. From the Maryland Historical
Magazine. MSASC1455

Accession: MSASC 5287-7-105

Annotation: The 1905 restoration team looked to Yale for any drawings or sketches by
Trumbull, but none were made available. Benjamin Lossing's Field Book of the Revolution
was also consulted at that time.
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Reused board with 1878 maple graining

Annotation: Grounds for the 1905 baseboard just to the right of the dais included a reused
piece of the 1878 trim, thus providing an example of the light wood with two-toned graining
used throughout the building in 1878.
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Just up Maryland Avenue from the
State House is a building of the same
period with most of its original
materials remaining. The front door at
Hammond Harwood strongly
resembles the niche in the Old Senate
Chamber with all the Georgian
embellishments including a prominent,
projecting pediment over full columns
that does not break forward across the
leaf frieze.
The console bracket at the window
over Hammond Harwood's front door
depicts a typical 1770s bracket with
bold leafy embellishments down the
face. This is the sort of feature that
would likely have framed the frieze for
the overdoor/overwindow and possibly
the mantle of the Old Senate Chamber.
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Assembly Room, Bath, UK (Constructed in 1771)
This public assembly room was built before the State House was begun; making it appear
large stone-colored assembly rooms with a gallery across the entry end was in vogue.
The Senate Chamber being the upper house would have been the
most elegant space other than possibly the governor's office and
would have been comparably elegant to this room in Bath. Note the
windows are no less developed than the gallery. The fragments of
original wall plaster found in the Old Senate Chamber indicate the
original decorative finish was a creamy yellow with a glaze stippled
on top to create a warm stone appearance similar to that
represented in the Bath Assembly Room. The Old Senate Chamber
was later repainted to "spruce up" the room with a single coat of
paint that attempted to match the dirtied multi-layer early finish.
Niche paint reveal

General Conditions & Introduction to Evidence
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Evidence Summary
Rooms are seldom static vessels and the Old Senate Chamber is no exception. The proposed plan
for the building shows no gallery and no dais. The gallery was a change order proposed by the
builder during construction. The 1789 plan in the Columbian Magazine depicts the first graphical
expression of the gallery, niche and dais. Unfortunately, subsequent documentary evidence
implies that the gallery did not run straight across as shown and physical evidence indicates that
the dais had only two risers not three.
As the annotations show, the room underwent the usual slow progression of alterations with the
first significant work being done in 1792 and 1798. These changes were largely associated with
the lower level of the gallery and replacement of the ceiling and cornice due to structural
problems above the Old Senate Chamber.
The 1792 work drastically changed the lower level of the gallery from being open and
unobstructed to the back wall into a space isolated from the rest of the room with a wainscot
barrier like box pews and risers for seating visitors. The windows also underwent changes in
1792 that may have added seats in the window recesses of some configuration and definitely
altered the interior shutter and window blind configuration. The cornice in the Old Senate
Chamber was replaced at the same time the adjoining rotunda was receiving plasterwork in the
latest style (with restrained Federal design replacing the boldness of the Georgian construction).
It therefore seems likely the cornice details that have been followed (at least in configuration, if
not in minute detail) with all subsequent repairs was the Federal-style 1792 replacement and not
the original Georgian plan.
John Trumbull provided the first perspective views of the room and the first views of the walls.
The lack of consistency in details between his sketches drawn in the room in 1822 and the
several paintings done years later off-site is frustrating. His explicit reference to "oak leaf frieze"
on the sketch is very helpful. There is also no question that he is depicting overdoors and a
mantle with a significant shelf. It also looks as if the sketch is showing a window beyond the
niche on the front wall. Unfortunately, the details and proportions of these elements are vague
and vary from view to view with no window in any of the paintings. He also takes artistic license
by mirroring the room to fit his iconic representation of the event.
In his 1851 Pictorial Field Book of the Revolution. Benjamin Lossing's sketch of the room
depicts only three windows on the side wall and no window on the niche wall while taking time
in his text for chastising Trumbull's inaccuracies.
Edwin White's painting in 1856 provides our next view of the room and probably renders the
chandelier and the niche/dais most accurately, although he sheds no light on the question of door
or window trim and, like the previous views, shows no windows on the niche wall.

General Conditions & Introduction to Evidence

The 1868 stereocards are the first photographic views and, since photos are relatively unbiased,
we can trust what they show within the frame. The stereoviews show the 1792 alterations are in
place on the gallery, but unfortunately the frame does not include the gallery ends and the central
pediment is largely obscured by the very large 1858 gas chandelier and its globes, while the
niche is pretty well shown where it is not also obscured by the chandelier. The niche wall also
shows paintings covering the previous locations of windows.
In the 1830's several additional large paintings are ordered for the room and apparently with
insufficient wall space windows are sacrificed. Does this also explain the three rather than four
windows on Lossing's window wall? And if so, which window was obscured? Close examination
of the windows when they are all uncovered may answer that question. Unfortunately these two
1868 views show no unaltered doors or windows.
While changes continued to be made, the original appearance of the room would have still been
recognizable until 1877-8 when the State House, including the Old Senate Chamber, was gutted
and only the internal portions of the niche survived. The resulting room was dressed in High
Victorian, Renaissance Revival and remained that way until 1905 when a "restoration" was
undertaken. That restoration was based largely on the two 1868 stereo views, one of the
President's Throne and one of the Gallery. The gallery view is limited starting with the left hand
column and stopping halfway between the third and forth columns, thus not including either
gallery end. Neither shows typical door or window dressings. The elements not shown in these
photos were replaced based on the limited understanding of "Colonial Design" in 1905. By
today's standards very little physical investigation was conducted and, despite the claims of
copying the photos in minute detail, there are almost no details that actually match the
photographs accurately. Even the proportional spacing of the columns on the gallery is off by
more than two feet across the front, and the engaged columns carrying the pediment over the
niche are buried too far into the wall, with the result of lessening the prominence of the entire
seat. The dais is too small and by having a third level that never existed historically, the top is too
small to be functional.
There was some limited re-Restoration in 1940, primarily associated with removing overdoors
that were misproportioned, removing the shelf and frieze of the mantle (presumably to provide
more room for the Washington, LaFayette, and Tilghman painting); and re-laying the floor with
salvaged antique flooring from an unknown building.
Thus in 2007 the niche was the only original material exposed and the only accurate
representation in a room with seriously failing 20th century plaster. This presented an opportunity
to physically investigate the room by "ground truthing" the documentary materials and working
toward a more accurate understanding of what the room was like in 1783 when George
Washington resigned his commission and a few weeks later in 1784 when the Treaty of Paris was
ratified. Unfortunately the demolition work in 1877 was very thorough and the 1905 plaster very
muddy, combining to leave very little evidence, and then obscuring what was left. Despite these
obstacles, a great deal has been gleaned. The documentary records also provide an interesting
perspective on the space and the materials on mdstatehouse.net are a good starting point but
certainly should not be considered an endpoint at this stage. The research - both physical and
documentary - has reached an interim plateau, but more remains to be done.
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Following is a description of what has emerged from the investigations to date.
Entry Door
One entered the room from the Great Hall into the lower level of the gallery through a door
which was dressed with flat paneled pilasters like on the niche of the President's Throne mirrored
on the opposite wall and visible between the center two columns of the Gallery as there was no
vestibule from the hall. The entire Senate Chamber glowed as if constructed of honey-colored
limestone or possibly amber, for both walls and trim are painted in imitation of stone.
Gallery
The underside of the gallery was recessed in a manner that allowed a small cornice to run around
the perimeter of each recess between the structural front beam and the beams running between
the columns and the back wall. The underside of the front beam was paneled; the others may
have been as well. The columns rested on low plinths, but were not interrupted or connected by
wainscot nor were there risers for seats. [The outer two column shafts are original but not
properly located]. The fully carpeted floor of the room ran all the way to the back wall. The
balustrade at the upper level was 3" lower allowing for a more rotund baluster typical of
Georgian design.
Doors and Windows
The doors and windows were adorned with trim approximately 14" wide and proportionally
adjusted to the opening. The door and window trim was based on the pilasters at the niche with
full entablatures above. The masonry opening for the door to the committee room was 4" wider
than the false door, making it a full 4 feet wide. The paneled pilasters of the windows sat on plain
pedestals which were simply forward-projecting sections of the plain dado [unpaneled or flushboarded] wainscot. The recess of the window extended down to the floor allowing the wainscot
to visually wrap in across the window. And at least at the end-of-construction certification,
paneled shutters were in the jambs, but not yet been hung on hinges and thus were inoperable but
probably tacked in place. This may have still been the condition in 1792.
Niche and Dais
The President's Seat was similar to the 1905 recreation, but was bolder with the engaged
columns just touching the wall rather than being 1/3 buried; the entablature did not break at the
columns, instead running from column to column at full forward projection; and instead of
having bay leaves or tobacco leaves, the pulvinated frieze had oak leaves to signify permanence.
The dais was almost two feet wider at the base and only two risers high providing a top that is
well over 2' wider than the 1905 and a broad, almost 2'-wide first step that provided an ample
platform for speakers.
The paint reveal down to the original stone finish of the niche also uncovered evidence of an
overlying three-dimensional decoration which has yet to be deciphered, but appears to include a
line of leaves standing up on the necking below the semi-dome and a series of original nails run
horizontally at mid-dome, presumably holding something more substantial.

General Conditions & Introduction to Evidence

Chimney and Mantle
The chimneybreast would have originally been 10 feet wide, being built out an additional foot on
either side of the 8'-wide masonry and faced in wood with a late-century Georgian mantle
including a shelf and frieze surrounding the firebox. It was intended to have marble facings and
hearth but did not have them in 1779 and it is unclear that they were ever installed. Thus the
plaster face may be appropriate to the 1783 period, but would not have been painted black until
mid-19th century. Most likely the full length William Pitt by Charles Willson Peale created the
original overmantle decoration.
Cornice
The room was surmounted by a deep cornice that was likely more of a direct classical replication
than the more Neo-Classical representation that appears to have evolved through several
generations and likely mimics the cornice installed after the 1798 ceiling work. That ceiling had
a decorative plaster centerpiece surrounding the original brass Georgian chandelier until the
room was gasified in 1858. The chandelier was described as having 12 arms. The chandelier with
twelve arms on a single tier shown in the Edwin White painting [1858] looks right.
Furred out exterior walls
Other aspects of the room are more of a structural nature but do relate to creating a more easily
maintainable space - then and now. The primary example is that the two outside walls were
originally furred out. Holding the plaster off the brickwork makes it less susceptible to moisture
and thermal problems and, when combined with the proper original flushboard wainscot, that can
be designed easy mounting and dismounting, the gap between the plaster and the brick can
provide a mechanical/electrical/data chase that will remain easily accessible into the future in
spite of the room appearing static and frozen in time.

page33 of 257

CEILINGS
Chronology:
1798

The ceiling was replaced and ornamented at that time.

1825

Ceiling was cleaned.

1826

Ceiling was again replaced.

1878

During modernization, ceiling structure is replaced with deep central steel beam
to allow two recessed coffered ceiling bays (e.g. ceiling replaced).

1905

Ceiling replacement returns it to a flat ceiling

2008

Ceiling from 1905 is showing same signs of failure that precipitated wall plaster
removal last year.

Ceilings

The following meiTage was prepared, read and agreed to, and, witb the aforementioned billy was feat
to the houfe of delegates by the clerk
BY

THE

S E N A T E ,

J A N U A R Y 17,

1798.

GtNTtlUtft,
T H E ceiling of this room it likely to fall down, by which accident the lives of perfons who fliouid
then be in it would be expofed to imminent danger. Mr. Shaw, who has been confuted, apprehends
that the bearing of the joifts on the walls is conGderablv lefs than when, they were fir It put up, owing to
their being bent downwards by the incumbent weight of the floor. It will require a confiderable Turn
to fecure the joifts in fo effectual a manner as to prevent their falling in upon the fenate room.. We
cannot determine what fum it will take to make the ncceflary alterations, nor can the architect afcertain
It, as we conceive, until the ceiling is taken off, fo as to oi (cover the real fituation of the joifts. Under
this impicflion, we fuggeft the propriety of your pafling a refolve appropriating money to this purpofc.
By order,
A. ? V A N - H O R N , cUe.*

R E S O L U T I O N S .
RESOLVED, That the governor and council be and they are hereby tutborucd and empowered CO
fute ib< senate chamber to •« repaired, and ike jwtts thereof to be secured m an caWlnal and l*Jc meaner; and the bcMurcr of *he wettern (bore >• hereof directed to pa* the MMMM of the expencca incurred iheicby 10 the order of the governor and courted, who art requested to lay an account (hereof
hthwc the neat rcgdlaturev
WHKREAS a retolorJon parsed on the twenty.&xth of December laft, empowering thc*c who were
putiemon of warrants or (urveys made m Allegany county to compound, by giving bond in three
raw*] annual payments lor the cornpofiuon that might be due thciroo, when no return of the mrvcy had
Imi made to the land-oncci and n appearing rearonabfe thai indulgence ffcouU alio be granted to thole
vfeo have been careful and active in having their funvya completed and returned to the land-once,
*rec«bly to the direction* of We ad of November fernon, seventeen bundled and ninety-five, therefore,
XI.TI m i , I hat all thote wbubave had their furveyt made in Allegany county, and have bad the lame
puled bv the caaminer.general, and filed in the land-omce, agreeably to the directions of the before
recited -.£, Quit have the privilege of inflating at any time before the M day of June next, by gi
bond, with lufh security u the weftern (bore trcafurer (hall require, for payment of the principal
in in three cuuJ annual instalments, and intcrcft thereon from the date of the bond} and if payment
fell not be made according to the times aiorcfaad, proceft of fcire facial IhiU iflue upon the (aid bond*
tut the immediate recovery of the fum of money due againit rhe perfoiit, their lands and chattels, of
eatfcveralobligors therein mentioned, and the lands asFecled by fitch furveyt (haJI be bound for the pay•KM of the cornpolitioo due.
m

r*N

, RESOLVED, That the neawrcr oT the weftern mwM be and be Ji hereby autrioriied s i ^ rrtluifrd to
• to the adjutant-general of this flat* for the time being the turn of five hundred and thirty-three dols and one third of a dollar, and no more, in quarterly payments, is has (alary for the year fevrntecti
handled and ninety-eight, provided the laid adjutant-general reudc at, or beep an ofake at, the feat of
government.

:

WHEREAS the competition allowed to the truftee under the ad refprding the creditors and
srhror* of this Hate, palled at November feluon, feventeen hundred and ninety, after the firft year, is
•adequate to the rcrvieae required of him, R I S O L V I O , That rhe (aid trurtee (hall be entitled to receive,,
at an additional compenbuori for his services lor the pi efcm year, the fum of two Hundred dollar*.
RESOLVED, That fii hundred dollar* be advanced by the tteafsirer of the weftern fiwre, on or be.
fere the firft day of Augult neat, out of any unappropriated money in the treafury, to the order of the
srtGdent and ttuftees of Charlotte Hall (ebon!, In Saint-Mary's county, provided it fiuB appear to the
governor that there arc in the raid academy thirty trancing ftudcorj.
RESOLVED, That the governor and council be antborifcd to contract* for the hmShigg the room
in which the houic of delegates hold their lemoo with circular tablet, and as many wind for chairt thereto
st will be fumcient to accommodate all the members belonging to the (aid houic, the (aid tables and
chairs to be formed and fixed m the lame manner as in the boote of tetsrefcnttrives of the United States;
•ad that the treasurer pay to the order of the governor and council whatever fum or futnt of muery may
•c adequate for the faid purpose.
RBIOLTID, That if it (hall be mceAkry to let up ftoves in the laid room, that the trca&rrcr alio pay
w the order of the governor tad council whatever (urn or fums may be necefisry (or the purchifc of
feres u arorefaid.
«Q3vQftv<WvQv^QaXevv^

A LIST

of the L A W S

pa&d laft

SESSION.

C H A T .
N ACT to fettle end tfcentia the (alary of member) of the eoaneil for the e&fuing year.
1.
Am ACT to alrer aed rhaaje the name of Samuel Berry Atchison, of Charles county.
As. ACT rclrhug to the militia Of Allegany cooruy. '
listing to the militia of Allegany eooruy. '
IK
da ACT for th* bencht of Sarah Htctley, Mary Anne HicUey, Robert Hkaky, Thontat KkUey
tad Samael Hicktey.
IV.
*
As ACT tor the detbuetioa of crewt and fauirreli in Qoeen-Aane'i county.
V.
'*-» ACT to encoarage the deftrutuoft of wolves la Baltimore county.
Vi.
Aa ACT to prevent the eaportatsou of h W and falaed provitwru not merchantable from the port
«f ChraoT
VII.
An ACT to ctahltft the road leading from Niaiaa Cochnta'i (tore at Ceunbg'i run on the TeHtey
"nor reed, • * Will'i creek by Job* TomlinWs mill, m AUegaiiy Cooar/, to the iNtutlyhm.
sii line.
VOL
*«pt*«a#eet to an act, entitled. An ad for the relief of the poor la Talbot county.
1V
ACT fortrie-benentof William WMiiington, of WorceBer county.
X.
ACT re prtvcm the going at large of fwioe withla five autet of the c((y of Baltimore, m Raj.
»*K county.
XL
aothorrfe sad
empower
court
of Saint-Mary's
county
aac&
levyfee
saw.
ACT to empower
(he levy
court the
of levy
Harford
county
» eJkls and
levy atoIam
of and
money
the
Elisabeth
h Goodrich.
"
•pofe
' • turn
therein
of money
r*Mtiooed
for the rapport of' Eli
Alt.t.
Xi
ttfmorova the naw-roed
d leadiag
leading throagh
du-oogk Allej
Allegany conntr.
ACT
XIV.
. iJemc-atary act sa the aA wlating m aajrsu, ami to repeal the acts of ntcssity therein

A

a.

i uT to ci .ouragc the d<iltraclioa of crows in Rent county.
jtvr.
ACT eutborthag the jusneca of the levy court in Queen. Anac'i county to levy a sum of mn.
--7 lor the building a prison ia the uud county, and m rcgulsK iha
feme.
XVII-

Accession: MSASC 5287-11-421

Annotation: Ceiling was replaced in 1798.
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"To John Shaw for various materials andjobs, including painting
pilasters in the Council Room and the Chimney in the Senate Room
andfor an ornament for the ceiling of the Senate Room. "
Maryland State Papers (Series A) MdHR 6636/81/121

Accession No.: MSA SC 5287-11-47

Annotation;
Ceiling was ornamented upon replacement. Did the previous ceiling have ornament?

1825

Accession: MSASC 5287-2-144

7 May - "Ordered that the walls of the Senate, House of Delegates and Executive Chamber and
Committee rooms be yellow washed, the ceilings and stucco cornice be cleaned, the woodwork
painted, that suitable carpet be put down in the said chambers and the desks repaired under the
direction of the Governor."
23 July -Andrew Slicer paid $119.50 for making carpet, repairing and varnishing desks and chairs
and painting in the Senate Chamber."
GOVERNOR AND COUNCIL (Proceedings) 1825-1830. MSA S 1071-36.

1826

Accession: MSA SC 5287-3-132

"21 April - Washington G. Tuck ordered to cause the ceiling of the Senate Chamber and the
House of Delegates room to be carefully examined and if it is found necessary to have the same
repaired and put in a safe condition - also that Jeremiah Boyd cause such repairs to be made to
the top of the Dome of the State House as may be found absolutely necessary for its
preservation, as provided for by Resolution of the General Assembly.
25 October - Washington G. Tuck paid $269.52 for repairs of the ceiling of the Senate Chamber
and the House of Delegates under a Resolution of the last General Assembly.
27 December - Excerpt of message from Governor Joseph Kent to the General Assembly:
As required by the resolution No. 93, we caused the ceiling of the Senate
Chamber and of the House of Delegates, to be carefully examined, and being
found very much injured and unsafe, we had the old plastering entirely removed,
the work done anew, and the chambers put in complete order.
We also employed Mr. Jeremiah L. Boyd to make such repairs to the dome of the
State House as might be found necessary than was anticipated, that it is not yet
completed."
GOVERNOR AND COUNCIL (Proceedings) 1825-1830. MSAS 1071-36

Annotation:
In 1825 the ceilings must have been in good condition and simply needed cleaning.
Interesting that they needed to be replaced the ceiling a year later. Did the cleaning
discover a weakness?
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54

MABTLUTO HISTOBICAL MAGAXOT.

RESTORATION OF THE SENATE CHAMBER.
J". APM.STON WlLSOK.

The Maryland Historical Htgatine for December, 1007,
contains a paper prepared by Mr. DeCourcy W. Thorn, <m
the restoration, of the old Senate chamber at Annapolis. This
gives the general facta connected with, the work, but perhaps
a brief account of the steps taken in securing accurate data
for the work of restoration, to the end that each portion should
be as nearly as possible a true copy of the original, might be of
interest.
" In 1876 the Legislature had appropriated a sum of money
for the excavation of a cellar and the installation of a heating
plant, under the old State House. No cellar had been origi.
nally provided, and there was but little ventilation below the
ground door. When the work waa begun, it was found neceasary to underpin the outside wails, except the North wall, from
three to five feet. Then it was discovered that thefloortimbers were absolutely rotten where they rested in the walla, and
otherwise in places. This led-to an examination of the timbers
of the roof, tower and second floor, where nearly similar conditions existed. Theflooring;consisted of three la vers which
had been simply nailed, one over the other, as the under floor
had becomo worn—
— - On the roo£ was foiwd font
****^^or five suecesaive layers of tin, one above another, the lowest, which was
probably the original covering, was composed of small loose
unsoldered pieces, laid with a lap as ia usual with shingles or
al&te. The wood aheatbrag was nearly all badly decayed. The
floor above the Senate Chamber had sagged some five or six
inches in the centre, and waa held up by huge chains encased
in clumsy wooden boxings, the chains hung from the roof
truaacs, equally detrimental and dangerous. Before the meeting of the Legislature of 1878, for whose accommodation the
work was rushed night and day, Gov. Carroll requested a r»-

Restoration ot the Old Senate Chamber. J. Appleton Wilson
"Maryland Historical Magazine," March 19, 1927
Accession: MSASC 5287-7-105

1904 Color postcard of the Old Senate Chamber before restoration, MSA SC 2215-20

Accession No.: MSA SC 5287-11-429

Annotation: Just prior to 1905 restoration showing a few changes since 1878
Prominent central beam added in 1878 would soon be removed in 1905 restoration.
1878 Architect Frederick mentions gaining two feet in ceiling height with his rework of the
structure between the Senate and House of Delegates chambers and the rooms above. Proof
of that claim has never been apparent in any photograph or from evidence found to date.
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Undated handwritten J.A. Wilson manuscript describing evidence for the 1905 restoration:

"Ceiling and cornice. The ceiling was originally flat - so that it
has been necessary to remove a steel girder- placed across the
centre of the room, & absolutely altering its character. "...

Draft notes, "Reasons governing the Committee on Restoration," James Appleton Wilson,
undated document. Maryland Historical Society manuscript collection, MS 833.
Accession: Maryland Historical Society, MS 833, box 6.

Annotation: The steel girder spanning the room (1878) was removed in 1905 to get back to
a single ceiling field.

Ceilings

EJSSTORATIOX OF THB SENATE C H A K B I B .

57

joists with steel beams and flat arches of terra cotta blocks.
The ceiling was then replastered and an exact reproduction of ' j Ceiling and exact
reproduction of 1878
the cornice replaced. The silken canopy on a large frame,
cornice replicated
which covered the wall behind the speaker's platform was then
removed and behind it was found the niche in the thickness
of the wall, the level of its finish giving us the height of the
floor of platform above the floor of the room. The decoration
of the niche had disappeared. At this juncture a small photo- '
graph given me by Mr. Daniel R. Randall, showing the South
end of the room and the gallery, was invaluable, as without it
a true restoration would have been impossible. Mr. Shafer
ofthe Land Office, had been wise enough to save a candle box
full of the piaster modilliona and fragments of the entablature
from the gallery front. These were carefully put together and
compared with the photograph, which gave us exactly what we
needed. The balusters were carefully copied from the photo- |
graph and the exact number used. Then Mr. Randall came
again to the rescue, and evolved two of the supporting columns.
which had rested in his hay loft for all these years; this gave
ua exactly the height of the gallery from the Boor, and we had
only to use them and have the others made. A plan prepared
bj Messrs. Hayward & Bartlett in 1858 from actual measurement showed the location of these columns on the floor and so
we had the width of the gallery. This plan also showed the
•tairway and the true and false doors in West wall. The two
wall pilasters which received the curved enda of the gallery,
were found in the State House cellar, and only needed bases
which were missing. The plaster was cot from the wall where
we assumed them to belong, and our gucsa was confirmed by
finding the original wood nailing blocks still in place in the
brickwork:! The doorway to gallery was found in the same
w a y . W h e n the plaster was removed, the doorway was there
roughly bricked up and with the original oak liutel over i t
These points determined, how were we to know the proper
treatment for the niche ? We finally ascertained in some way
which I have forgotten, that the small photograph had been

t

Restoration of the Old Senate Chamber. J. Appleton Wilson. "Maryland Historical Magazine," March 19, 1927

Accession: MSASC 5287-7-105

Annotation: The new ceiling system included steel beams with flat masonry arches.
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Circa 1905. Photograph of the Restored Old Senate Chamber. George Forbes Collection. MSASC 182-02-0086

Accession No.: MSASC 5287-11-429

Annotation:
After 1905 restoration, the ceiling is flat again with the 1878 beam removed. However it is
three or more inches lower than the 1878 ceiling.

Ceilings

1905 ceiling plaster looks fine from the floor, however it is experiencing the same failure
symptoms as the wall plaster-just not yet as pronounced. Recommend replacement as
with the wall plaster as it will need to be replaced within the next decade with considerable
mess and damage to lower work. Removal may assist current re-piping project
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Ceiling Summary
Primarily due to problems with the structure of the floor above, the ceiling has been replaced a
number of times. The thirty-five foot span is rather long for the eighteenth century, particularly
with the added weight and vibration of an assembly room above. It probably did not help that the
roof was lost to a hurricane during construction of the State House, leaving the upper floors open
to the sky for nearly a year probably.
The first ceiling and upper floor system replacement occurred in 1798, followed by 1826, 1878,
and 1905. We have no known fragments of original ceiling, or for that matter, any pre-1905
ceiling fragments.
The installation of "an ornament" for the ceiling in 1798 implies a single ornament like a central
medallion, rather than an overall design of some sort. It is not clear if this was a replacement for
a medallion lost during repair or a new feature in 1798.
The 1878 ceiling replacement included a reconfiguration that installed a massive beam below the
joists that ran the width of the room dividing the ceiling into two approximately equal parts. The
depth of the beam matched the cornice, which was then wrapped down either side of the beam to
create matching coffered ceilings. Each of the four chandeliers [two per ceiling part] in this
arrangement had a ceiling medallion.
The 1905 restoration considered the beam a visual intrusion and rightfully felt the need to
remove it. This required restructuring the ceiling to install an industry-standard steel beam and
flat terra cotta arch system typical for institutional construction of the period.
The question of what the ceiling was like in 1783 is not easily answered. The installation of a
ceiling medallion as part of the 1798 ceiling repair, rather than as a separate project, makes it
seem there had always been one and it was being replaced "in-kind." Yet this is not conclusive
and the ceiling may have been simply flat plaster throughout - likely whitewashed.
A final note: The general quality of plaster available in 1905 was not very good and the current
ceiling is failing in much the same way as the walls were, although they are not yet in as bad a
condition. However, rather than waiting a decade until the ceiling must come down and
considering the amount of dust and disruption caused when a plaster ceiling is removed, it would
be better to plan for replacement of the ceiling plaster and cornice during the current restoration
project. Removing it now will probably also facilitate the current piping project and the new
ceiling could be designed to facilitate future utility changes above it. As far as continuing
investigation goes, removing the ceiling sooner rather than later would also provide an
opportunity to record evidence in areas that are currently inaccessible, verify the archival record,
and possibly unearth some earlier fragments of ceiling plaster.
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CORNICE
Chronology:
1798

Floor structure above and ceiling of Old Senate Chamber replaced. This would
have necessitated replacement of the cornice.

1826

Cornice was likely replaced again.

1868

Stereocard cornice may then shown the 1826 cornice (which may or may not have
replicated the 1798 cornice, but almost surely does not match the 1770s Georgian.)

1878

Claims of exact replication of cornice after ceiling was altered with large central
beam creating coffered ceiling bays. Photographic comparison disagrees.

1905

Again cornice is claimed to replicate the 1878 cornice. Central beam removed and
ceiling lowered 3" to accommodate newest structural system above. Again
photographs disagree showing general repetition of the same elements, but details
are different with each cornice replacement.

Cornice
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1792 State House account book for materials and repairs by John Shaw.... Courtesy of The John Work Garrett
Library of The Johns Hopkins University, GAR 22....MSASC 5287-1-18

Accession: MSASC 5287-1-173

Annotation:
Plaster was often finished with limewashes, either white or tinted, something this document
seems to confirm for the Old Senate Chamber in 1792.

page 47 of 257

The following mettage was prepared, read and agreed to, and, witb the aforementioned bill, was (cot
to the houfe of delegate* by the cleric
BY

THE S E N A T E ,

JANUARY 17,

1798.

GENTtEMEW,

T H E ceiling of this room is likely to fall down, by which accident the lives of perfons who fhould
then be in it would be expofed to imminent danger. Mr. Shaw, who has been confuhed, apprehends
that the bearing of the Joifts on the walls is confiderably lefs than when, they were fjriVput up, owing to
their being bent downwards by the incumbent weight of the floor. It will require a confiderable fum
to fecu're the jotirs in fo efic&uaf a manner as to prevent their falling in upon the fenate room.; ;We
cannot determine What fum it will take to make the neceflary alterations, nor .can the architect afecrtain
it, as we conceive, until the ceiling is taken off, fo as to oifcover the real fituatibn of the joifts. Under
this impieffion, we fuggeft the propriety of your pafltng a refolve appropriating money to this purpofeBy order,
A.-VAN-HORN, elk.
R E S O L U T I O N S .

'

RfcSOLVED, That the governor and council be and they are hereby authorised and empowered to
, j.ik- (IK ic.mc chamber tv be repaired, and the /-wll* thereof to be fecuml in an crie&sui AIM JaJe a w
0H and the tteafurcr of (be western fhore it hereby dirrenrd to pay tbe amount of tbe cxpencc* inimreJ ihercby (o the order of tbt govcriror and council, who are requested M lay M account thereof
xto>e the next trg<IUtuic>
WHKRrlAS a rrlolutlon patted on the iwtnif Ji>.th of December 1*8, empowering tscac who were
P, ponrlhon of w i i u n i i or luiveys nude m Allegany county to compound,.by t ^ W i bond in d m «
f .,,(i! tMMia) payments lot ibe compofition that might be doe thereon, when no return of the iutrey bad)
lent m i * to tbe Und-otncct. and tt appearing reasonable that indulgence flvottld alio be granted to those
.h,, have been careful aud active in having their fumy* completed and returned to the !and-or£c*v
ttrccably to the directions of the ace of November lemon, fcveneren bundled and ninety-five, tbeieioec,
it
vn>, That all those who have bad their furvcys made in Allcganv county, and have had the Came
plied by the examiner-general* and filed in tbe land-other, agreeably to the directions of the before
tccitcd *•% (hall have the privilege of inffalling at any lime before the full day of June next, by giving
tend, with narh Security as ibe wctVeru ftiorc trcaiutcr Ihaii require, for payment of the principal Attn
l# ID three equal annual initjlmems, and intercil thereon from the date of the bond; and if payment
gwJI not be made according to the time* aforcfaid, proceff of (cire facias fhatl ihue upon the laid bond*
far the immcdUct recovery of the fum of money due agsinfl ihe perfons, their lands and chattel*, of
*e feveral obligors therein mentioned, and the lands affecled by arch furvcys Oull be bound for the paypent of the compofitton due.
; RESOLVED, That the treasurer oF the weftern there be and he b hereby autnorHeo' and required to
v to the adjutant-general of thi* (tale lor the time being tbe fum of five hundred and thirty-three doU
t and one third of a dollar, and no more, in quarterly payments, a* bis (alary for the year feventeen
bsndrfd and ninety-eight, provided the faid adjutant-funeral refide ar, or keep an office at, the (cat of
government.

E

WHEREAS the cooipenfatmn allowed to the trofree onder the act refpetling the creditor* and
arbmrl of this (law, paQed at November lemon, feventeen hundred and ninety, after the firft year, is
auccquate to the frrvics* requited of him, RtSOLVID, That the frid truftee fbatf be entitled to receive,
u in additional compenlauon for hit tcrvice* tor the present year, the fum of two tiuhdred dollars.
RESOLVED, That fix hundred dollar- be advanced by the treafurer of the weftern fhorr, on or befare the ftrft day of Auguft next, out of any unappropriated money in the treaforr, to the order of the
sreudem and truftees of Charlotte HatI (chord, in Saint-Mary's county, provided: it InaQ appear GO the
sovernor that there tie in the (aid academy thirty (landing ftudeatj.
R E S O L V E D , That me governor and council be aothorifcd tocontraca (or the Mroi&ing the room
ia which the houfe of delegate* hold their letton witb circular tables, and as many wtndlbr cbatrs thereto
at will be luflirient to accommodate all the member* belonging to tbe laid houfe, the (aid tables and
chain to be formed and fixed in the fame manner as in the houfe of rcprefentarrvet of the United Starett
•sd mat the treafurer pay to the order of the governor and council whatever fum or fum*1 of mooey may
k adequate for the faid purpose.
R1 SOL n o , That If it (ball be neceflary to fet up ftoves in me faid room, that the treafurer a)fo pay
o me order of the governor and council whatever fum or fums may be orwfatry tor the pwcbife of
tfoaa at aforefaid.

CQPQQ<»QOQQQ«JO»QO^

A L I S T of the L A W S p*&d laft S E S S I O N .
:.

A

N ACT to fettle and sfeertsia the Wary of members of the council for the enftuag year.
Art ACT to alter and charife the name of Samuel Berry Atclufon, of Charles county.
Aa ACT ralMini to the militia W Allepny eosnry. *
ia ACT for tht beaeSt of Sarah Hiekky, Mary Anne Htckley, Robert Hkklcy, Thornaa HkUcy
•ad Samuel Hiekky.
M ACT tor the desWtioa of crew* and (quirrelt in Quees-Aane'i county.
A. ACT to encourage the deftrotfwn of wolvet En nalotnorc county.
Chrfim aeeveat the exportation of flour aud falatd provuoui nee merchsntahk front the port
Aao*ACT
ia ACT to rdUMiai the road letditir, from Niiiia Cochnu'i ftore at Qtavaaasl'i run on the Turkey
K
<x* road, up Will'i creek by John Tosnairden •" mill, la Allegany eouut/, to the Peanfyrva-

CHAT.
1,
If.
!;i
IV.
V.
VL
VII.

VOL
to an ait, entitled. An act Mr the relief of the poor ia Talbot county.
IX.
for thr benefit of Witliani Waitrinrton. of WorcrAcr County.
X.
ACT n> pvevem the going at Urge of Twine within five mitts of the city of Baltiniore, ia BaU
*itn county.
XL
• ACT a» empower the levy court of Harford county to aue& and levy a fum of money for the
" ! * * cbemn iv«utrooet!
XtL
-• ACT mauthornc aud ero*o**e> *>« revy court of Samt-Mary**county to afcfj and levy ana*.
iv i mm of money for the fbppon of Elrcaoetb Goodrich.
Xlft
\<.T to asThortas a lorsary to rrnruovt theiwlt-road teadntg ifcungl Alicgany coorrty.
XIV.
s-ruemcaeary act M the not raiatmg to aasrroca, and » leueal the acts of asVmWy tksem
n wued.
XV.
tCT to totourate the duftructmn of crows In Kent county.
XVL
ACT authorifing the jaauccs of the levy eourt in Queen- AmveN county to levy a firm of sa*.
y (or the building • prifoa in the faid county, and to rctuliie the fame.
XVII

*

17 January 1798
Senate message to the House of Delegates:
The ceiling of this room is likely to fall
down, by which accident the lives of
persons who should then be in it would be
exposed to imminent danger. Mr. Shaw...
apprehends that the bearing of the joists
on the walls is considerably less than
when first put up, owing to their being
bent downwards by the incumbent weight
of the floor. It will require a considerable
sum to secure the joists in so effectual a
manner as to prevent their falling in upon
the Senate floor. We cannot
determine
what sum it will take to make the
necessary
alterations,
nor can the
architect ascertain it, as we conceive,
until the ceiling is taken off, so as to
discover the real situation of the joists.
Message read and delivered to the House
of Delegates. (58)
Laws and Resolutions passed during the
November Session of the General Assembly,
1797. General Assembly (Laws). From the
Archives of Maryland, Early State Records,
MSA SC M 3181, page 1258.
Resolved
that the Governor
and
Council
be
authorized
and
empowered
to cause the Senate
Chamber to be repaired, and the
joists thereof secured in an effectual
and safe manner, to be done before
the next legislature.
Accession No: MSASC 5287-1-178

Annotation: Fixing the floor/ceiling structure and removal of the ceiling would also have
destroyed the cornice.

Cornice

1825
"7 May - "Ordered that the walls of the Senate, House of Delegates and Executive
Chamber and Committee rooms be yellow washed, the ceilings and stucco cornice be
cleaned, the woodwork painted, that suitable carpet be put down in the said chambers
and the desks repaired under the direction of the Governor."
23 July - Andrew Sheer paid $119.50 for making carpet, repairing and varnishing
desks and chairs and painting in the Senate Chamber. "
GOVERNOR AND COUNCIL (Proceedings) 1825-1830. MSA S 1071-36.

Accession No.: MSASC 5287-2-144

Annotation:
Stucco cornice to be cleaned implies that it is not painted, although it may have had a single
white limewash or calcimine finish.
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1826
"21 April - Washington G. Tuck ordered to cause the ceiling of the Senate Chamber and
the House of Delegates room to be carefully examined and if it is found necessary to
have the same repaired and put in a safe condition - also that Jeremiah Boyd cause
such repairs to be made to the top of the Dome of the State House as may be found
absolutely necessary for its preservation, as provided for by Resolution of the General
Assembly.
25 October - Washington G. Tuck paid $269.52 for repairs of the ceiling of the Senate
Chamber and the House of Delegates under a Resolution of the last General Assembly.
27 December - Excerpt of message from Governor Joseph Kent to the General
Assembly
As required by the resolution No. 93, we caused the ceiling of the Senate
Chamber and of the House of Delegates, to be carefully examined, and being
found very much injured and unsafe, we had the old plastering entirely removed,
the work done anew, and the chambers put in complete order."

GOVERNOR AND COUNCIL (Proceedings) 1825-1830. MSAS 1071-36

Accession: MSASC 5287-3-132

Annotation:
Cornice was likely replaced again in 1826.

Cornice

Black and white stereocard image taken from the gallery and facing the speaker's niche in the Old Senate Chamber.
George Forbes Collection. Courtesy of the Maryland Historical Society, P 3.8

Accession: MSA SC 5287-4-132

Annotation:
This may be the 1826 cornice which itself may be a replica of the 1798 cornice. It is likely
that the work in 1798 was too close to the historic events in 1783 for anyone to feel a need to
replicate the 20-year-old and somewhat dated Georgian cornice that came out with the
ceiling repair.
The 1792 plaster work in the rotunda just being finished for the first time was decidedly
moving toward the Federal and Neo-Classical styles for which the urn and swag would be
right at home and away from the Georgian which relied on heavier, bolder scroll motifs.
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ZlSTOBAMOjr OT THX SE1H.T* CHAMCKB.
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port outlining wiiat had been done and what other work was
neceaary. This report was appended to his message of that
year." The above is quoted from a long article which appeared in the Sun of Dec. 26, 1803, by Mr. George A. Fred. crick, who was the Architect in charge of the work at the
-t'time, and who prepared the report. He continues: "All the
; plastering had been removed (from the Senate Chamber) and
' restored from drawings and models made from casts of the
original ornamental parts. I much regretted in this room,
being compelled to remove the gallery, which for want of time
could not be replaced. It was in a ruinous and dnngerous condition. Careful measurements were taken and accurate drawings prepared of every part, so that nothing vill prevent its
exact reproduction, if such should be determined upon. Kot
only was the gallery in a ruinous condition, but its removal
at that time was an imperative necessity, as the room itself
eauld not bo repaired, and the gallery (as it existed) kept in
position during the progress oi the work. The Board of Public
, Works fully realized this, and held a special meeting to consider the course to pursue, and as I insistingly advised its
! reconstruction should be done in materials of more substantial
" character than those first employed, and as time was pressing
' to get the chamber ready for the meeting of the General As' '•rably, and moreover, as the Board of Public Works already
i *k*d gone far beyond the appropriation made for the repairs,
, it concluded it was better to leave the renewal and replacement
,of this work to the decision of the then fast approaching ses, 'rioa. With the close of the work at that time, my employment
*'.sj Architect'ceased."
jjf,'jH» then says, " l a the latter half of 1877, night snd day I
worked and labored for the State oi Maryland in the couiple,!,ttou of the repairs, harder than ever I did in my life. The
f Legislature, impotent to vent iU resentment on the Board oi
^•Public Works, for having as it claimed, transcended its powers
5 ,1B exceeding the appropriation made, as also its defined objects,
"\ **w fit to punish me, the Board's agent, by withholding nearly

MU1XAXD KUTOUCH.

KlOUljr

$3000 of Bay commission a* Architect, nor have I to this day,
24 ytmrs afterward, bean able to secure that equity which is
do* to the humblest of cititen*. I at last abandon*-) the
straggle with its. wast* of time and mooey, concluding that il
the groat State of Maryland thus preferred to deal out injustice
to it* own citirrna I would try to •arrive it Hard it is to be
deprived of the earned wage but more cruel yet to receive instead the unearned implied odium of the iconoclast." What
ever the reasons, the year 1878 closed with the Senate
Chamber utterly stripped of all original interior work, even
the window frame* and ***h being new. Xol one vestige was
left except <ht plaster cornice of the room, which is quite elaborate, and is, as Mr. Frederick says, a reproduction of the original It may be remarked that Gov. Carroll and the legiststare, received constant criticism for it* destruction of the
Senate Chamber, but I consider it only fair to present the
other ride of the picture
When Mr. Mayer and myself were appointed by the Legislarare in 1891 to investigate the feasibility of restoring the
Senate Chamber to its original condition, and the probable cost
of making the required change*, this was it* condition The
resolution was carefully guarded by the sentence, " Provided
the said gentlemen are willing to perform (aid service without
compensation.'' I might aay in passing, that it ha* been a
labor of love unto the end. Our report was never acted on,
and nothing whatever was done until Mr. Warfield became
Governor in 1904 and appointed the Committee with Mr. Pennington and myself a* • special (uVcommittee to carry out
. the work. If it had not been lor the investigation* necessary
for the report of 18941 do not believe an authentic restoration
could hare been made.
The room i* 40.7 z 88. inside measurement, and 19.0 high
A heavy beam bad been placed in the centre of the ceiling
which divided it into two equal secriec* and changed the appearance entirely. Thi* was removed, tad our next work was
to take out tho entire floor and ceiling and replace the wood

"Restoration of the Old Senate Chamber" by J. Appleton Wilson. Maryland Historical Magazine, Vol. XXII, March
1927. Pages 55-56
Accession: MSA SC 5287-6-127

Annotation:
"All the plastering had been removed (from the Senate Chamber) and restored
from drawings and models made from casts of the original ornamental parts. "
versus

"Not one vestige was left except the plaster cornice of the room, which is quite
elaborate, and is, as Mr. Frederick says, a reproduction of the original. "
It is difficult to determine what is being claimed regarding changes to the cornice. The
considerable alteration in ceiling style (from flat to two-bay coffered) and changes in the
structural system between the ceiling and floor above make it nearly impossible for any of
the earlier cornice to have survived. A comparison of the post-1878 modernization photos
with the 1868 stereoview show considerable differences in the details of the cornice.

Cornice

Accession: MSASC 5287-11-429

Annotation:
This is the cornice as recreated in 1878.
None of the individual parts match the photograph from 1868 that shows the previous
cornice, although they are generically similar. There is an additional step in the plaster
between the cornice and the field of the ceiling. This transition is decorated with a cast
decorative band. As a quick reference, look at urns and the position and shape of the swag.
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Circa 1905. Photograph of the Restored Gallery of the Old Senate. George Forbes Collection. MSA SC 182-02-0866

Accession No.: MSASC 5287-11-42

Annotation:
1905 replication of 1878 cornice that replicated the 1826 cornice that might have replicated
the 1798 cornice. Each generation appears to have reinterpreted the individual elements
while approximately retaining the composition. (And of course none of these are likely to
have been a replication of the 1770s cornice.)
None of the obvious details match from 1826 to 1878 to 1905 despite each architect making
claims of exact dimensions and castings from the previous.
J.A. Wilson notes that the 1905 ceiling is about 3" lower than the 1878. This was verified in
2008 by removing the bottom band (architrave) of the cornice and finding 1878 wall
plaster running 3-1/2" up behind it.

Cornice

Circa 1905. Photograph of the Restored Old Senate. George Forbes Collection. MSASC 182-02-0086

Accession No.: MSASC 5287-11-429

Annotation: The current cornice is a copy of the previous 1878 cornice which was a copy of
the previous 1826 cornice which was a copy of the 1798 cornice which likely did not copy
the original 1770s cornice.
Even as a copy, it was not what we would call an exact copy (different swags, urns,
rosettes); see current 2008 detail photographs.
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From an undated J. Appleton Wilson's manuscript describing the evidence for restoration:

"Ceiling and cornice. The ceiling was originally flat- so that it has been
necessary to remove a steel girder- placed across the centre of the room,
& absolutely altering its character. The cornice shown in the photographsand in Trumbulls painting is essentially like the one which we found in
place. Mr Frederick says it was made from absolute casts taken from the
original which he found. We reproduced it exactly. "
Draft notes, "Reasons governing the Committee on Restoration," James Appleton Wilson,
undated manuscript. Maryland Historical Society manuscript collection, MS 833.
Accession: Maryland Historical Society, MS 833, box 6.

Annotation: Describes Trumbull's painting as being "essentially like" the original. Despite
claims such as, "taken from absolute casts" and "reproduced it exactly" the cornice gives
only a vague impression of its predecessor (as seen in photograph comparisons).

Cornice

With 1905 blue wall plaster
removed, note the 1878 wall
plaster with intact finishes
extends below and behind the
1905. The 1878 plaster is intact
on the walls behind the current
cornice and down about 3-1/2"
onto the wall below.
According to J. Appleton Wilson,
the ceiling was lowered by 3 " in
1905. Why was an approximately
two foot band of 1878 plaster
retained around the room before
re-plastering in 1905?

Photographs taken by the John Greenwalt Lee Company in 2008
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1905 rendition Nothing is
centered over the niche, but a
rosette is nearest. Urns are
sharply conical, sitting on a
narrow base. Large rosettes
high than urn, creating
asymmetrical swag drape.
Draped swags do not touch
bottom of band.
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1878 cornice: An urn is centered
over the niche, swags are
considerably more flattened,
nearly resting on the bottom of
the band and rising higher on
urn with a wider spacing
between elements.

1868 view: Urns are much
stouter and very rounded swags
touch the bottom of band before
rising to mid-point on urns.

Annotation: Details are not consistent from one era of cornice reconstruction to the next.

Cornice

Cornice Summary
The cornice was likely replaced with every change of ceiling, although the 1826 ceiling change
does not appear to have required significant structural work and thus the 1798 cornice may have
been retained. Regardless, the cornice was replaced in 1798, 1878, 1905, and very possibly in
1826.
The architects in 1878 and 1905 pronounced that they had accurately matched the previous work
with castings of decorative elements and drawings from the original. The photographic record
disputes these claims. Each generation provided the same basic cornice elements: a classical
cornice with a frieze made up of alternating rosettes and urns with a bellflower swag between.
Photographs pre-1878, post-1878, and post-1905 show three different rosettes, three different
urns, and three different drapes for the swag, each progressively less curved than the previous.
Even the number of repeats is not consistent such that the central element over the niche
pediment is alternately a rosette, then an urn, and finally a rosette.
Thus the current rendition is a 1905 reinterpretation of the 1878 which was a reinterpretation of
the 1826/1798 reconstruction. Stylistically the swag frieze shown in those earliest photographs is
early for 1779, but about right for 1798. By the 1790s, the details of Federal (or Adamesque)
design had begun to replace the Georgian elements from the era of the room's construction. It is
likely that in 1798 they would have been more interested in keeping up with the latest style than
feeling bound by a sense of obligation to keep the room unchanged from the time of
Washington's resignation.
This leaves us with little to indicate the details of the cornice in 1783 other than typical cornices
from the period. The cornice of the pediment of the niche and gallery in the circa 1868
photographs provides the best direction.
Three local houses - Chase Lloyd, Hammond Harwood, and Brice House - share similar details
to the evidence unearthed thus far in the Old Senate Chamber and all were built in the 1770s.
Accurate documentation of appropriate cornices and other details should be taken from these
houses before selecting a particular design to replace the 1905 cornice in the Old Senate
Chamber. Shirley Plantation and Gunston Hall in Virginia also have strong design similarities to
the evidence in the Old Senate Chamber.
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LIGHTING
Chronology:
1783

Main source of lighting would have been daylight. Additionally candles at each
Senator's desk and a single-tier chandelier.

1858

Gas lighting installed.

1868

Stereocards show large central chandelier and single-globe brackets on each
column. Windows are covered.

1878

Testimony of R.C. Cornelius confirms installation of nine 3-light brackets with
two arms in addition to four chandeliers for the newly coffered ceilings.

1886

Photo shows a pair of chandeliers centered in each bay of the coffered ceiling.
Column lights have been replaced with two torchiers on the President's desk.
Windows are covered in heavy drapery. No sign of the 3-light brackets called for
in 1878.

1904

Postcard shows four 6-light chandeliers and two torchiers on President's desk.
Windows are again uncovered.

1905

Interview of Mr. Brooks leads to return of a single chandelier with removal of
coffered ceilings. Brooks states chandelier is to be "like the one in White's
picture."
Restoration however produces a two-tier chandelier in contrast to Edwin White's
rendering of a Georgian-style single-tier with twelve candles. Daylight is again
main source of lighting.

Lighting

Detail of Edwin White's painting portraying George Washington's resignation of his military commission.

Accession: MSASC 1545-1112 (detail)

Annotation: White was commissioned for this painting in 1858, the same year gas lighting
was being installed, so it is possible that White painted the original chandelier. The design
shown here is more Georgian in character with a single level of arms.
Mr. Brooks recollections for the restoration committee were that the original chandelier in
the Old Senate Chamber was "like that in White's picture" with 12 sperm candles (see J.A.
Wilson notes from 1905).
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Black and white stereocard image taken from the gallery and facing the speaker's niche in the Old Senate Chamber.
George Forbes Collection. Courtesy of the Maryland Historical Society, P3.8

Accession: MSASC 5287-4-132

Annotation: Photograph from 1868 showing the niche with chandelier in the foreground.
The large central chandelier and 2 single light column brackets are typical of late 1850's
gas fixtures. The system was installed in the State House in 1858. The two windows on
either side of the niche have been eliminated and covered by paintings. Although it may
well have happened as early as 1835, due to paintings outstripping the available wall space,
the installation of gas lighting was often the event that allowed 19th century society to end a
reliance on day lighting that went back to the beginning of mankind.

Lighting

Black and white stereocard image of the lobby side of the Old Senate Chamber. George Forbes Collection. (MSA SC
182-02-0501) Label, "Entrance doorway and visitors' gallery of Old Senate Chamber from a photograph of 1868",
found with reproduction in Guy Weatherly Collection (MSA SC 617), probably taken from The Maryland State House:
A Memorial to John Appleton Wilson, 1931. (MSA Lib 1095.B5M2S7)

Accession: MSA SC 5287-11-466

Annotation: Photograph from 1868 showing the gallery with the chandelier in the
foreground. Lighting is in the form of 1850's gas lighting at a large central chandelier and a
single light bracket on each column.
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Circa 1886 photograph of Old Senate Chamber, MSASC 1556-116

Accession: MSASC 5287-11-429

Annotation: The earlier single central gas chandelier has been replaced with four smaller
ones. Wall sconces mounted on the engaged columns flanking the niche are gone, as are the
columns. These have been replaced by two torchieres on the President's desk.

Lighting

68

KEPORT OF SELECT COMMITTEE.

Testimony of Robert € . Cornelias.
We furnished the principal portion of the gas fixtures.
Mr. Frederick came and examined our goods. We named
prices to him at the time, and afterwards gave him written
propositions. Frederick was in Philadelphia on the first of
November, and made selections, stating that he wanted
lowest possible prices. Met Frederick in Baltimore, and
submitted propositions and designs us follows:
Fon

SENATE:

Four Client Chandeliers
Nine 3-ligut Brackets, two arms
RECEPTION ROOM :
Onft 5-lifrht Stiff* P l . n m l - . l i n r

at $158 00 each.
at
18 00
"rt i n

Report of Select Committee to Investigate the Repairs upon the State House: Testimony of Witnesses. 1878.

Accession: MSASC 5287-11-430

Annotation: The nine brackets would correspond well to the chases for gas lines: three
between windows, and two each on the gallery, chimney, and niche walls. However none of
these are visible in any photograph we have available between 1878 and 1904. The four
chandeliers are visible in the 1886 and 1904 photographs.
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1904. Color postcard of the Old Senate Chamber before restoration. MSA SC 2215-20.

Accession: MSASC 5287-11-429

Annotation: Photograph from a postcard dating just prior to the 1905 restoration. The
photo is taken at an angle showing the chimney wall and the niche wall with multiple
chandeliers in the foreground and torchieres at the president's desk. No wall fixtures are
visible, implying that the wall chases were for fixtures installed in 1858 and removed
during the 1878 renovations.

Lighting

Undated J. Appleton Wilson manuscript titled: Reasons governing the Committee on restoration
of the Senate Chamber at Annapolis for the interior detail:
"Re. Mr. Brooks who has been employed at the Capitol for 50 years
told me Aug 16, 1905... Says the chandelier was of brass & had sperm
candles. It was like that shown in Whites picture. Says the senators
each had a candle on his desk in addition, & they were always
nervous at each session - thinks the chandelier had 12 candles. He
kept it a long time but it finely disappeared."

Draft notes, "Reasons governing the Committee on Restoration," James Appleton Wilson, undated manuscript.
Maryland Historical Society manuscript collection, MS 833.

Accession: Maryland Historical Society, MS 833, box 6.

Annotation: This description from Mr. Brooks sounds very much like the chandelier with a
single tier of twelve arms that is shown in Edwin White's 1858 painting.
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Photograph taken after the 1905 restoration. George Forbes Collection, MSASC 182-02-0086.

Accession: MSASC 5287-11-429

Annotation: The only lighting after the restoration is a colonial-style chandelier that
supposedly mimics Edwin White's 1858 painting. However, it has two tiers of arms instead
of the single tier illustrated in the painting and described by Mr. Brooks.

Lighting

Lighting Summary
Daylighting through the windows was always the primary lighting for this chamber, but at one
time there was also a large brass chandelier of Georgian design with twelve arms in a single tier.
The single-tier arrangement was likely similar to the one depicted in Edwin White's 1859
painting of George Washington's resignation. While similar stylistically, the 1905 interpretation
of that chandelier that now hangs in the Old Senate Chamber has sixteen arms on two levels.
There are also several archival references to suggest the lighting scheme in 1783 was rounded
out with candles at each Senator's desk.
Gas lighting was installed throughout the building in 1858. That was the same year the Edwin
White painting was commissioned. It therefore seems possible that White painted the original
chandelier. A Mr. Brooks recounted to the 1905 restoration committee that the room had once
held a chandelier with 12 sperm candles "being like the one in 'White's picture'" and that it was
kept in storage long after it was removed from the Old Senate Chamber.
The 1868 stereoviews show a grand mid-century gas chandelier centered in the room
[presumably the one installed in 1858] along with single-globe bracketed lights on the engaged
columns on either side of the President's niche and on each column of the gallery. Chases were
cut into the masonry walls for pipes going to the space between each window, alongside the door
to the committee room and the false door, and on the back wall of the lower level of the gallery
at each side of the vestibule. None of these locations are shown in any photograph, although any
lighting under the gallery should have been visible in the circa 1868 stereo view. In 1878 the
single central chandelier was replaced with four large chandeliers and torchiere were located on
the Secretary's desk. Photographs after that modernization do not show any wall lights. In 1905 a
single large brass Georgian-style electric chandelier was located in the center of the room with
16 arms in two tiers and it currently constitutes the extent of installed room lighting. Mid-wall
height electrical outlets for illuminating paintings between the windows exist in numerous
locations, but they were not in use in 2007 nor visible in the 1947 photographs.
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WALLS
Chronology;
1792

Work order by John Shaw lists coloring of stucco and painting the room.

1825

Senate Chamber to be "yellow washed."

1858

Gas heat and lighting installed. Selective wall plaster replacement was necessary
for installation of vents, lines, and chases.

1878

Complete wall plaster replacement due to modernization. For first time, plaster is
applied directly to brickwork on exterior, as well as interior walls.

1905

Complete wall plaster replacement. Exterior walls again directly plastered.
Inferior plaster was used, leaving chalky haze on all surfaces. Chimney rebuilt.
Replacement wainscot is shorter than original. Per J.A. Wilson, sage green color
chosen for the wall restoration was based on color found in niche that matched
John Trumbull's 1824 painting.

1940s

Overdoors removed leading to infill plaster repairs. Front of chimney masonry
recreated in 1905 was further built out by another wythe of brick before simpler
fireplace trim was installed.

2008

Archaeological investigation of walls and niche reveal intersections of various
restorations showing evidence of previous facets and changes to walls. Shell
plaster fragment with ochre-tinted limewash basecoat and embedded paper
found in hole at base of wall that was last open in 1878.

1792 State House account book for materials and repairs by John Shaw. Book notes accounts for repairs in the
Senate Chamber, House of Delegates Chamber, and sundry repairs in the State House, Government House, and the
Court of Appeals. Courtesy of The John Work Garrett Library of The Johns Hopkins University, GAR 22. (Permission
for use requires permission from The John Work Garrett Library of The Johns Hopkins University) (MSA SC
5287-1-18)

Accession: MSASC 5287-11-439

Annotation:
Whitewashing, coloring and mending stucco

$30

Painting the room and blinds

$80

"Coloring" in this context implies a tinted limewash. Our largest fragment of early wall
plaster carries a multi-layer faux finish in shades of yellow/ochre on top of a coat or two of
untinted limewash. "Painting the room" then likely refers to trim.
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Governor and Council Proceedings 1825-1830. MSAS 1071-36:

7 May 1825 - "Ordered that the walls of the Senate, House of Delegates and
Executive Chamber and Committee rooms be yellow washed, the ceilings and
stucco cornice be cleaned, the woodwork painted, that suitable carpet be put
down in the said chambers and the desks repaired under the direction of the
Governor."
Accession: MSASC 5287-2-144

Annotation: Apparently the rooms were similarly treated throughout by this point. A
yellow wash is interesting as it compares well with our early plaster fragment that shows a
multi-shade faux treatment in yellows early on, followed by monochromatic yellow washes.
Again the term wash (limewash/whitewash) is used to refer to walls, the cornice (decorative
plaster) is referred to by the term stucco which today refers exclusively to exterior work,
and the designation of painting is reserved for woodwork.

RESTORATION OF THE SENATE CHAMBER.
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port outlining what had been done and what other work was
necesary. Thia report was appended to his message of that
year." The above ia quoted from a loug article which appeared in the Sun of Dec. 26, 1903, by Mr. George A. Fred-„. trick, who was the Architect in charge of the work at the
k'time, and who prepared the report He continues: " All the
• plastering had been removed (from the Senate Chamber) and
2. restored from drawings and models made from casta of the
. original ornamental parts. I much regretted in this room,
being compelled to remowe the gallery, which for want of time
could not be replaced. It was in a ruinous and dangerous condition. Careful measurements were taken and accurate draw• ings prepared of every part, so that nothing will prevent its
exact reproduction, i£ such should be determined upon. Xot
onb/ was the gallery in a ruinous condition, but its removal
at that time was an imperative necessity, as the room itself
eotdd not be repaired, and the gallery (as it existed) kept in
position during the progress oi the work. The Board of Public
, Works fully realized this, and held a special meeting to con.sder the course to pursue, and as I insistingly advised its
reconstruction should be done in materials of more substantial
v
* character than those first employed, and as time was pressing
"toget the chamber ready for the meeting of the General As' *wmblr, and moreover, as the Board of Public "Works already
*-£td gone far beyond the appropriation made for the repairs,
tit concluded it was better to leave the renewal and replacement
of this work to the decision oi the then fast approaching ses\^tion. With the close of the work at that time, my employment
*-* t» Architect ceased."

I

| , J He then says, " l a the latter half of 1877, night and day I
.-/forked and labored for the State of Maryland in the complejtSfian of the repairs, harder than ever I did in my life. The
/•legislature, impotent to vent its resentment on the Board o£
J* Public Works, for having as it claimed, transcended its powers
J ,-ia exceeding the appropriation made, as also its defined objects,
% « w fit to punish me, the Board's agent, by withholding nearly
—
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Restoration of the Old Senate Chamber. J.A. Wilson, "Maryland Historical Magazine," March 19, 1927.
Accession: MSASC 5287-7-105

Annotation: The wall plaster was removed in 1878.

EE8TOBATIOK OP THE SETT ATE CHAVBEB,
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these, the gallery was reached These had disappeared many
years ago, and the ball in which they stood had been changed
to rooms BO that it was not possible to reproduce them. A new
stairway was accordingly provided carefully designed on lines
of the period. This does not show in the Senate Chamber
and is really no part of the true restoration. To throw, if
possible, more light on the matter I wrote the Director of the
School of Fine Arts of Tale University asking for any drawings or sketches by Trumbull which they might have, but without success. The "Washington picture, strange to say, shows
the gallery at the North aide of room instead of the South
ride. This is remarkable for a man noted for bis accuracy of
detail but in Lossing's " Field Book of the Revolution," on page
19T, it is stated that tbe Artist, for the purpose of having the
proper light, and shadow haa omitted the three large windows
(there are really four). The painting shows a delicate sage
peen on the walls. l a searching for the proper color, I removed several coats of paint from a spot on the inside of niche
and just before reaching the original plaster, came upon the
identical color. This was repeated with the same Tesult in
reveral other places on the walls, so confirming Trumbull's
eitreme accuracy.
It was plain that the two windows in the North wall, and
four on the East, had not been changed in any way since the
building was erected. The brickwork was undisturbed, and the
rubbed and bonded flat arches over the openings were as they
had been placed. On removing the modern panel work below
the sills on the inside, the brick jambs were found extending
to the floor. The question then arose, had there been seats
below the sills? Correspondence with those who had been
familiar with the room since 1845, as Judge Hagner and
others, developed that they well remembered the wide seats
and had often laid hata and papers upon them, and rested on
their cushions. The window sash were carefully copied from
originals in the tower, and 24 lights to a window was decided
upon as the usual division and the best for the purpose. Wo

A

>

Restoration of the Old Senate Chamber. J. Appleton Wilson, "Maryland Historical Magazine," March 19, 1927.

Accession: MSASC 5287-7-105

Annotation: The color chosen for painting the walls in 1905 was based on finding a color
within the niche that matched Trumbull's painting. C u r r e n t paint microscopy does not
indicate this was the earliest color in the niche, but rather p a r t of a later paint scheme.

Walls
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The right edge of the niche revealed in section showing the original construction with the
lath running behind wooden pilasters.
Careful removal of the paint on the edge of the woodwork here may provide additional
information about the original thickness of the plaster adjoining the niche and the paint
treatment on the woodwork.
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The right edge of the niche with 1878 plaster sectioned and partially
removed up to the original 1770's plaster of the arched architrave.

Looking up at the intersection between the 1878 plaster in the spandrel over the niche with
adjacent 1905 plaster directly on the brick. This area of the niche provides good examples
of each of the types and qualities of plaster used during each era of alteration. The highquality lime plaster used in the construction of the niche remains as a guide for the type of
plaster that should be replicated for any future plastering in the room.

Walls

Several factors indicate the exterior walls were furred out:
• wood blocking for furring strips from floor to ceiling,
no remnants of shell plaster base coats on the brickwork,
no chopped brickwork below chair rail for wainscot battens, and
no difference in darkness above and below wainscot
(originally having woodwork below the chair rail would have kept the brickwork pristine)
The arrows point to the location of wooden nailing blocks set in place as the wall was laid to
allow vertical furring strips to be nailed to the wall for hanging plaster lath of riven wood.
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The corner adjoining the
chimney wall and the niche wall:
left of the corner is an interior
wall and to the right is an
exterior wall.
The interior wall always had
plaster directly on brick above
the chair rail. Battens had to be
cut into the wall (B) to secure the
wooden wainscot below the
chair rail on the interior walls to
keep the wainscot in the same
plane as the plastered areas
above the chair rail. The areas
protected before 1878 by
wainscot appear darker (even
through the haze of 1878 and
1905 plasters.)
The exterior walls had the
plaster furred out on wood lath
so that before 1878 there would
not have been mortar directly on
these walls. Because the wainscot
on the exterior walls was also
aligned in the same plane as the
furred out plaster above, these
exterior walls did not get
notched below the chair rail for
wainscot battens.
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Since the wall plaster on exterior walls was not in contact with the brick and the wainscot
was made of wood, there was no plaster contact either above or below chair rail height and
the basic background color (below the 1878 and 1905 plaster haze) is the same shade.
Note that the walls above arms reach have not been as well cleaned as below at the time of
this picture and are much whiter with plaster haze from the weak 1905 plaster.
At the corner, a darker vertical stripe (A) on the interior wall was protected from plaster
by the adjoining corner furring strip from the exterior wall.

Walls
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On the interior wails once the 1905 plaster was removed, numerous locations have bits of
what appears to be original base coat with sizable chunks of shell flecks remaining. These
obviously do not occur on the exterior furred out walls.
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View of the back wall of the gallery
shows the original wainscot was taller.

Prior to 1905 there would have been a more clear distinction at the chair rail between
plastered and wood covered areas. The 1905 plaster was a weak impersonation of lime
mortar and its chalkiness has now muddied the surface both above and below the chair
rail. This has led to a hazy scum on the walls that obscures where the interior walls were
originally plastered directly on brick above the chair rail with the taller wood wainscot
floating just off the wall below.
Back wall also shows chases for gas lights at mid-wall height.

W«//.v

Fragments of early
shell plaster with
finishes were found in a
hole at floor height to
the right of the false
door.
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Most of the more recent
paints have flaked off
revealing what appear
to be the earliest
finishes for the room:
an ochre-tinted base of
limewash and glaze
coat to give a faux stone
appearance. (Most of the
glaze is missing here.)

The fragment ofpaper at
upper left is not
A
wallpaper but a printed
^ C item with a list of
names.
Artifacts have been prepared
for storage by the Maryland
Historic Trust.

^TU

AA*A> » *

-><• 4»lAx»

J
r

Ht>L*

Detail of the location
where 2" piece of early
wall plaster was found.
(Note floor vent in foreground).

This hole was
apparently open in
1878 when the earlier
plasters were removed
from the room during
the modernization.
Photographs by the John Greenwalt Lee Company, 2008
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The 1905 and 1878 wall plasters on this exterior wall were applied directly on the
brickwork. The 1878 plaster was furred out only at the spandrels of the niche.
All of the 1770's plaster was furred out on the exterior walls. Thus the furring strip, lath,
and base coat of the 1770's plaster at the niche is indicative of the wall plaster used for the
room originally - it just happened to be protected by the decorative plaster of the
architrave at the niche which was not removed in 1878.
Where decorative plaster elements were added, they would most likely have occurred on
top of the standard base (or scratch) coat of plaster with adjoining brown and finish coats
of wall plaster abutting the decorative work. This means it is unlikely there will be any
trace of the decorative plaster elements both on the furred walls and those that were
directly plastered.

IJ

-f4-

J,
Infill plaster from the 1940s above the false door indicates removal of the 1905 overdoor.
Because the design of the 1905 overdoor was not balanced by wider trim (or pilasters)
below, it appeared top-heavy and so was removed in the 1940s as part of a reinterpretation
of the restoration.
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Wall Summary
Full-scale wall plaster replacement occurred in the Old Senate Chamber in 1878 and again in
1905. In 1858, with heating vents and gas lines being installed, more plaster replacement was
inevitable. During our investigation we located plaster fragments from the original, 1878, and
1905 campaigns.
One interesting discovery was that the original construction furred out the plaster on wood lath
for the two exterior walls, but placed the interior wall plaster directly on the brickwork. This
would have been done to protect the plaster on the exterior walls from temperature extremes and
condensation. This difference between interior and exterior wall plaster substrate affected the
detailing of all of the wall elements from baseboard and wainscot to door, window, and niche
connections. It also significantly reduced our chances for finding outlines of trim on the
brickwork of the two furred out exterior walls.
Since we began on the two exterior walls and were finding little evidence of the original
configurations, it was a relief to turn the corner onto an interior wall and start to see the sorts of
evidence one expects to find during an above-ground archaeological investigation. It then
became almost immediately apparent that the exterior walls had been furred out.
The primary differences between exterior furred out walls and interior walls plastered directly on
the brickwork are:
• The furred out exterior walls have a consistent pattern of brick-sized wooden nailing
blocks for attaching the vertical furring strips. Wooden strips of lath were then nailed
between the furring strips and plaster was applied so that it wrapped around the lath.
• The face of the "plain dado" or flush-board wainscot below the chair rail should align
with the finished face of the plaster above. Where the plaster is directly on the brickwork
[interior walls] it was necessary for the builders to chop out the brick to accommodate the
battens that secure the flushboarding into wainscot panels. In contrast, on the furred
exterior walls the furring strips and lath provided enough room to accommodate the
batten, so the brickwork did not need to be chopped.
• Where the plaster was directly on the brick [interior walls], we found a significant
amount of fragmentary remains of the original basecoat of shell plaster. Where the walls
were furred out [exterior walls] we obviously found almost none.
• The 1878 and 1905 plasters were applied directly to the brick, regardless of being on
interior or exterior walls.
The area adjacent to the niche retains largely original decorative plaster and the original wall
basecoat beneath. In addition, this area contains good examples of the 1878 and 1905 plasters,
showing how they relate to one another and the comparative thicknesses of coats.

Walls

All of the evidence at the niche, along with the descriptions by George Fredericks, the architect
who oversaw the 1877 transformation of the room, implies that most of the decorative carved
work in the room was originally of cast plaster rather than wood. This means the decoration was
set into the same scratch coat of plaster as the wall whether directly on brick or furring and lath.
In other words, there is little distinction between plaster embellishments and wall plaster because
the decorative plaster elements were applied after the entire wall had received a scratch coat. The
plaster embellishments then leave no telltale ghosts on the brickwork that would be seen if the
decoration were created out of wood since wooden trim is generally set in place first and all of
the plaster run up to it.
In the areas where original basecoat remains on the two interior walls, there is a chance of
picking up some information about the decoration from the bleed-through of the finer and whiter
molding plaster into the basecoat. Overzealous cleaning or removal of the overlying later plasters
could easily obliterate these vestiges making it all the more difficult to find the outlines of the
decorative work after removal of the 1878 and 1905 plasters. In short, if a means can be devised
of very carefully removing the later plasters without altering the original plasters, then we may
be able to gain some more information.
We are still deciphering the wall finish sequences, but there is strong indication that an original
construction period whitewash was shortly followed by a decorative sequence of layers with a
basecoat of a light yellow covered with a pigmented glaze that darkened and yellowed the
appearance of the finish adding depth. This was apparently stippled on with no consistent
direction or pattern, likely creating the mottled appearance of stone. When this surface became
dirty and worn it was repainted with a single coat of paint that tried to match the general color to
which the wall had aged. Numerous, blues, greens, and whites follow.
The 1825 reference to yellow washing the wall implies that the earlier scheme was still being
generally followed, although we have not specifically found the 1825 yellow wash. However,
good workmanship in the 19th century would have etched or even removed calcimine layers with
vinegar before applying the next finish. The 1878 plaster had a sand texture and migrated
through several shades of brown and green, including an interesting lavender. The 1905 plaster
was again a smooth plaster and picked up the soft drab green shown in John Trumbull's 1824
rendering of the Old Senate Chamber at Washington's resignation.
This evidence indicates that in 1783 the walls were plastered and painted to have the appearance
of stone. The trim in the room was also painted a stone color but a more grey shade than the
walls to providing a subtle two-tone appearance.
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WAINSCOT
Chronology:
1792

John Shaw work order calls for continuation of "plain dado to correspond with
the room" across from of visitor's area running between gallery columns. This
indicates that the room already had unpaneled flushboard wainscot on the walls.

1868

Stereocard shows no wainscot extending into window recesses and the windows
have been covered on the niche wall. The stereocard also shows a gate to the
lobby beneath the gallery has been added. The gate is capped differently than
adjoining wainscot between columns.

1905

J.A. Wilson states that wainscot was recreated in a style "typical of the period."
Post-restoration photos show the area below the chair rail is painted the same
color as the walls above, while chair rail and window/door trim is white.
Recreation includes angled ends around the lobby below the gallery to meet wall
wainscot either side of the false door and fourth window instead of curving as the
balustrade above.

2008

Archaeological investigation reveals evidence that original wainscot was made of
wood and extended higher than the 1905 wainscot recreation in plaster.

Wainscot
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1792 State House account book for material and repairs by John Shaw.... Courtesy of John Work Garrett Library,
Johns Hopkins University, GAR 22. (Permission for use requires permission from the John Work Garrett Library of
The Johns Hopkins University.) MSA SC 5287-1-18.

Accession: MSASC 5287-1-173

Annotation: John Shaw's 1792 work order calls for the front of the gallery (the divider
between columns) to be added in a style that corresponded to the wainscot already running
around the rest of the room. The distinction of "plain dado" indicates the room already had
a flush-board, unpaneled wainscot prior to 1792. This type of wainscot is installed in the
same plane as the plaster above the chair rail and is created of wide boards stacked to
create a flat, unadorned surface.
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"Plain dado" or flush-board wainscot construction:
Above: The stacked, flush-face boards viewed from
the front (without chair rail or baseboard in place).
Left: End views of the dovetail rabbets that are
often tappered to receive the battens and hold them
snuggly in place.
Bottom: From the back across two boards showing
how the batten groove is often tapered so the fit
over the battens is further tightened by gravity.

Wainscot

Circa 1868 black and white stereocard image taken from the gallery and facing the speaker's niche in the
Old Senate Chamber. George Forbes Collection. Courtesy of the Maryland Historical Society, P3.8
Accession: MSA SC 5287-4-132

Annotation: Not only have the windows on either side of the speaker's niche been covered
with paintings, but the wainscot no longer extends backwards into window recesses, as the
physical evidence uncovered this year suggests was the earlier arrangement.
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Circa 1868 black and white stereocard image of the lobby side of the
Old Senate Chamber. George Forbes
Collection, (MSASC 182-02-0501)
Accession: MSASC 5287-11-466

Although the "partition" extending between columns dividing the area under the balcony
into a visitors' area was a 1792 addition, the gate is an even later addition. In this
photograph the gate is set back further (extending behind the columns, not abutting), is
taller and has a different cap style than the wainscot that runs between the other columns
and the walls.

Wainscot

Undated draft notes, "Reasons governing the Committee on Restoration" by James A. Wilson:

"Gallery - Photograph taken before demolition - about 1868 ~ several of the
columns were preserved and also, two pilasters - The location of columns was
determined by a drawing made before demolition by Hayward & Bartlett, also
the pilasters on walls & the false door. Mr Frederick & Mr. Davis - agreed
that ends of gallery were curved & the plaster having been taken from the
walls, the exact point where pilasters had been fastened was shown by wood
blockings in the brick work. Fragments of the entire entablature were
preserved in the Land Office -& were copied exactly. The balustrade was
carefully reproduced from the photograph - Mr. Davis said the partition or
division which divided the floor below the gallery -from the remainder of the
room - was straight -& its top member mitred with chair mould. "
Accession: Maryland Historical Society, MS 833, box 6.

Annotation: The partition was to be straight below the gallery. In order to accommodate
the false door and fourth window, this was taken to mean a straight section of wainscot
angled backwards in the same area the entablature has curved ends above.
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found modern boxed inside shutters to all windows and have
allowed them to remain, only changing the mouldings to conform with the period. Persons who had known the room
agreed that inside shutters had been used, which was confirmed
by the examination of nearly all the Annapolis houses erected
about the same time as the State House. The details for doors,
wash board, chair rail, &c., were taken from actual examples
of the period. For the fireplace and mantel we had nothing
to go upon but the testimony of persons who had been familiar
with the old room. This is also true of the fire irons, &c.
By removing the plaster the original joining of old and new
brickwork was revealed, giving the width of chimney breast as
8 ft. Judge Alexander B. Hagner well remembered the fire
place and described it as a " huge rough cavern." Mr. S. W.
Brooks, who had been employed at the building for more than
fifty years, said he had always supplied it with four foot cord
wood Sticks, so it was made four feet and six inches wide, and
very deep. The hearth was paved with original hexagon
bricks which had formed the floor of the main hallway, and
enough of which were fortunately recovered in the cellar. The
fireplace itself was lined with original old brick. No trace of
the mantel could be found as it was removed in 1858 when the
chimney waB taken down. No trustworthy data could be had
except that it was of wood. A new mantel was designed, based
on well known examples of the time, with the same frieze which
appears in the gallery and above the niche. All the testimony
agreed that the facing was of plaster painted black, which has
been followed.
The interior woodwork has been painted white, which was
almost universal at that period and which is confirmed by the
photograph of 1868. The washboard is black, and the delicate rail capping the enclosure below the gallery is of mahogany. Mr. Brooks said that the andirons were rough and heavy
with a long shovel and a kind of fork for mending the fire, all
of wrought iron. Sketches made by him and elaborated until
they "Jnet his ideas were prepared, and put into the hands of

Restoration of the Senate Chamber by J. A. Wilson, "Maryland Historical Magazine," Vol XXII, March 1927.

Accession: MSASC 5287-7-105

Annotation: Washboard (baseboard) and chair rail details in 1905 were determined by
"typical of the period" rationale. Regarding colors, they state that woodwork (presumably
including the wainscot) was painted white "as [it] was almost universal at that period," but
the reason for painting the baseboard black was not given.

Circa 1905 Photograph of the Restored Chamber. George Forbes Collection. MSASC 182-02-0086

Accession: MSA SC 5287-11-429

Annotation: The 1905 restoration recreated the wainscot in plaster rather than wood as it
was originally constructed. At first glance, however, the 1905 wainscot, chair rail and
baseboard recreation is similar to the original wainscot style that was described in 1792 as
being a "plain dado." To Georgian designers, this flushboard wainscot was the highest style
used for prominent spaces. Georgians typically painted the wainscot as part of the trim
rather than to match the wall above the chair rail.
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Circa 1905 Photograph of the Restored Gallery of the Old Senate Chamber. George Forbes Collection. MSA SC
182-02-0866

Accession: MSASC 5287-11-42

Annotation: The 1792 work order called for an enclosure below the gallery of "plain dado"
wainscot to match the rest of the room. The 1905 restoration committee relied on the
recollections of the disgruntled 1870s architect George Frederick and a Mr. Davis who
remembered the section between the columns being straight (as opposed to the curved ends
above) with the cap mitered into the chair rail.
The 1905 use of angled ends appears to be an accommodation to the location of the false
door and the window. The line of the columns was said to be based on an 1858 drawing
(now misplaced). However that drawing was made for a purpose unrelated to these
features, namely the installation of central heating. Relying on this drawing for
architectural details is risky and thus the accommodations should be questioned.
The location and details of the balcony and 1792 wainscot between columns that were
ensconced in the 1905 restoration may be unreliable.

Wainscot
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With the pre-1878 treatment of the room having plaster directly on the interior walls and
wood wainscot below, the area below the original chair rail height is still markedly darker
in spite of the lime haze from the 1905 plaster coating everything. Note the difference in
wainscot height down several inches with the 1905 restoration from its taller 1770s
arrangement when the panels of the "plain dado" wainscot were originally attached with
battens on the backside. The battens were chopped into the brickwork (see filled patches)
to keep the face of the wainscot in the same plane as the plastered wall above.
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Blocking for original chair rail
higher than dark line
denoting 1905 chair rail
Brick relieved for batten
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Wainscot Summary
The primary clue defining the original wainscot is the reference in the 1792 John Shaw work
order to installing "plain dado work to correspond to the room." Obviously the room already had
plain dado work that the new work was to match. Dado is a term loosely used to describe
wainscot. The etymology is a bit complicated but it comes from the academic proportions of a
pedestal under a column having been a cube or a die, as in dice. A pedestal including cap and
base stretched all the way around a room becomes wainscot. Die was somehow corrupted to
dado and thus dado work is what we now call a wainscot. Plain dado work refers to wainscot
without panels and is typically constructed of flush horizontal boards.
Contrary to most modern sensibilities, wainscot in the eighteenth century that was pristinely flat
and without panels was the most formal option and thus used in the most formal of rooms and
wrapped uninterrupted through the window recess. Next step down in formality was the use of
plain dados with windowseats for second-tier rooms; then paneled wainscot with window seats
for the third; chair rails and baseboards with plaster between and windowseats was the next step
down; and finally window sills at the chair rail reserved for the plainest rooms. The importance
given to uninterrupted plain dado or flush-board wainscot wrapping a room may well relate to
the fact that the skill necessary at that time to make a broad flat surface that would not warp was
much greater than the workmanship involved in making raised panels. It therefore cost more to
make flushboard wainscot. Likewise white or light-colored baseboards were reserved only for
the most formal rooms ... assuming one could afford the luxury of keeping it clean and
unmarked; otherwise black or common Spanish brown (think Hershey's chocolate) was used.
The lowest end of the spectrum on paint was iron oxide red or barn red.
Keeping the flush-boarded wainscot boards flat was achieved by using well seasoned wood with
a sliding dovetail batten on the back side where it was not visible. Finding notches chopped out
of the brickwork on the two interior walls below the chair rail (to receive the wainscot battens)
was thus the next supporting clue for flush-board wainscot. By contrast, stiles between panels
kept raised-panel wainscot flat, eliminating the need for separate battens on the back.
In 1783 the wainscot in the old Senate Chamber was flat wood without panels and flowed in and
out of the window recesses. It would have been painted to match the other light-colored trim.
Until this flush-board wainscot was replicated between the columns in 1792 to create a separate
space under the gallery, the floor would have flowed uninterrupted to the back wall around the
free-standing columns.

DOORS
Chronology;

1771

Construction begins on Hammond Harwood House with bold Georgian details.

1772

Joseph Horatio Anderson's architectural drawings for the new State House shows
three doors - two functional and one false

1790

Masonic Lodge in New Bern NC built. Here the effect of a room ringed in
repeating details, including sizable overdoors and overwindows

1792

Door to rotunda ordered to be upholstered in baize. The formal trim at this door
was likely removed at this time with the addition of a vestibule to the Great Hall.

1818

Work order for "double light doors of baize."

1822

Trumbull's sketch shows pronounced overdoors on chimney wall's two doors.

1868

Photo shows 1792 vestibule and a two-leaf gate separating visitors from Senate.

1878

Chimney wall door trim replaced with narrow architrave matching rest of State
House. Doors at vestibule to Great Hall removed and replaced with a large
transomed opening that extended nearly to the cornice.

1886

Photo shows double-leaved Committee Room doors covered in baize with no
overdoor and narrow trim.

1905

The Committee Room doorway is narrowed and made into a single-leaved
opening. Doorways reproduced based on Trumbull brackets, 1868 photograph
and "typical of the period," achieved a very top-heavy overdoor.

1927

J.A. Wilson claims the 1905 doors were reproduced from a "minute examination"
of the 1868 stereoview.

1939-40 Overdoors are removed due to unbalanced appearance.
2008

Archaeological investigation reveals ghosting and physical evidence of original
proportions and entablature with brackets at overdoors.

Doors

Only access from/
to Committee Room

Drawings by Joseph Horatio Anderson, circa 1772, used by the State House building contractor, Charles Wallace, an
Annapolis merchant. (From the John Work Garrett collection of the Johns Hopkins University, GAR 22)
First
Floor plan (MSA SC 1556-110)

Accession No.: MSASC 5287-1-159

Annotation:
This original plan accurately locates the three doorways (two functional and one false).
How developed was the door from the rotunda before and after the creation of the gallery?

page 99 of 257

*»«<*%.
/$"7UaB»-&t?fc4r ******** '

r

' iff

''

i •

'

**>**

• • • ' '

M A M

.ijimjjhmm

tit
ilfjfi"' * t — * • — • —MPVMT
r—

t^'M

/&*£&*/**/**?&

$xfimi*i*mr} /&. t0tmJ*a*

A.

g-

> , .

it.

*******

9*

%•&****••&

**

^

-r—

—-

—^W

——

K *

./*4r ,y>#i T * ^
l ^ M

*,#.*• au**.v

0

"

w»

*"** ^ * " ^ l

• '

%

•

1792. State House account book for materials and repairs by John Shaw. Book notes accounts for repairs in the
Senate Chamber, House of Delegates Chamber, and sundry repairs in the State House, Government House, and the
Court of Appeals. Courtesy of The John Work Garrett Library of The Johns Hopkins University, GAR 22. (Permission
for use requires permission from The John Work Garrett Library of The Johns Hopkins University) (MSASC 5287-1-18)

Accession: MSASC 5287-11-454

Annotation: Calls for John Shaw to provide a baize (baize) door in 1792 A baize door is one upholstered in baize, a heavy woolen material used to provide sound
deadening that is commonly green, although often brown and occasionally other colors.
Baize was commonly used in the 18th century between rooms where privacy was desired be they between family/guests and servants or in public buildings such as those leading to
courtrooms.
This later addition implies that the door into the room was not upholstered prior to 1792
and was likely not part of a vestibule.

Doors

1818. Description of repairs ordered by John Shaw to be made in the State House and
completed with all convenient dispatch. Includes repairs to the Senate Chamber, House
of Delegates Chamber, Committee Rooms, the privey, and furniture within the rooms.
(MSA S 1004-145-105-104)

State House—

Copy of this to be given to Mr. L.

Repairing gallery floor
Shingling the parts of roof which require it
Chain and weight for shutting the gallery door
Court of Appeals windows repaired—
Sheet Iron fender for fireplaces—
Senate Chamber
Double light doors of baize, or ac[?] otherwise
tables covered with baize.
Covering chairs and seat of President
1 doz. Windsor chairs—
Curtain for Presidents desk
Curtain before each members desk]
That peirs in committee room and sundries
House of Delegates
New covering Speakers Chair with morean
Curtain for Speakers desk
Same Curtain for Clerks desk—
Desks repairing & fixing again—
Altering the Lobby—Seat for door Keeper
Baize doors as in Senate Chamber—
Painting the room—
New carpet and repairing window blinds—
{Committee Room - whitewashing—painting
New presses—
New affairs to be made for
Convenience of members}
Privey to be painted whitewashed inside—and woodwork outside
to be painted if necessary}
Mr Shaw will please have the foregoing work done with all convenient dispatch.
Accession No.: MSASC 5287-2-140

Annotation
Some doors in the 1818 Senate Chamber received double-leaved doors covered in baize.
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Sketches of the Old Senate Chamber by John Trumbull. Helen A. Cooper, John Trumbull: The Hand and Spirit of a
Painter, (Yale University Art Gallery, New Haven, 1982) pp. 88-90.

Accession: MSASC 5287-2-146

Annotation: John Trumbull's 1822 sketch in preparation for paintings that were executed
years later showing the door to the Committee Room and the false door. Both have
pronounced overdoors and appear to have breakouts at the ends of the entablature with the
vague suggestion of a bracket beneath each break.

Doors

Circa 1886. Photograph of Old Senate Chamber, MSASC 1556-116

Accession No.: MSASC 5287-11-429

Annotation:
No overdoor and architrave is very narrow.
The Committee Room door in this view has an architrave similar to that across the hall and
upstairs, suggesting this trim was used on most doors during the 1878 renovations.
The door itself appears to be double-leaved (a pair of doors) and covered in baize secured
with shiny brass tacks. There are two earlier references calling for baize doors in this room.
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Circa 1905. Photograph of the Restored Old Senate Chamber. George Forbes Collection, MSASC 182-02-0086

Accession No.: MSA SC 5287-11-429

Annotation:
With the 1905 restoration, the doorway to the Committee Room been narrowed by four
inches to a single-leaf, or single door of 44-inches wide.
The restored overdoor was based on Trumbull's painting at the U.S. Capitol. However, the
console brackets are misproportioned both relative to the painting and other period
examples. The final result may have been determined by the available architectural pieces
being stocked in 1905.

Circa 1905. Photograph of the Restored Gallery of the Old Senate. George Forbes Collection, MSASC 182-02-0866

Accession No.: MSASC 5287-11-429

Annotation:
*

The vestibule doorway was recreated based on the 1869 photograph.

*

The door partially visible at the far right of the photograph is the false door as
replicated from Trumbull's paintings and located by an 1858 floor plan drawn by
engineers during installation of the central heating system.

*

The console brackets are noticeably misproportioned relative to the Trumbull painting
producing a design atypical for overdoors from the period.
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Black and white stereocard image of the lobby side of the Old Senate Chamber. George Forbes Collection. (MSA SC
182-02-0501) Label, "Entrance doorway and visitors' gallery of Old Senate Chamber from a photograph of 1868",
found with reproduction in Guy Weatherly Collection (MSASC 617), probably taken from The Maryland State House:
A Memorial to John Appleton Wilson, 1931. (MSA Lib 1095.B5M2S7)

Accession: MSASC 5287-11-466

Annotation:
There is a small vestibule providing an extra pair of doors to isolate the hall from the
Senate Chamber. This may relate to the baize doors referred to in the 1792 work order. The
floor of the hall appears white through the leaf that is open.

Doors

1898 View of the Old Senate Chamber

Accession: osc_1898.pdf emailed

Annotation: Details of the back wall entrance to the Old Senate Chamber from the Great
Hall (rotunda) will be difficult to determine from physical evidence given the very large
opening for door and transom architrave window that was installed in 1878, altering all of
the masonry to within about a foot of the cornice. However, modern photogrammetry may
be able to squeeze significantly more information out of the 1868 (pre-alteration)
stereoview of the gallery wall.
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MABYLANT) HISTORICAL UAGAZINT!.

made by Mr. W. M. Chase, 941 W. Franklin St. On writing
to him he said he could find no negatives of the old Chamber
but gent me a small photograph of the wall opposite the gallery
which was he had discovered, in an old sample book. Of
course this was exactly what we lacked, and gave us the columns, and entablature about the niche. I then wrote for a
photo of Trumbull's picture in the rotunda of the Capitol at
Washington, and Mr. Elliott Woods, the Architect in charge,
sent me a very clear print. This picture was painted in 1814
and from it we were able to reproduce the hoods and consoles
above the two small doors, one of which is false. The photographs had been taken about 1868 before any changes had been
made in the room except that the chimney breast had been
removed. As Mr. Frederick has stated that he had prepared
careful drawings of the gallery so that it might easily be reproduced, 1 asked him that we might have the advantage of these.
He replied, under date of June 18, 1905, that he had given
up his office, and such papers aa he had retained were packed
away, and he waa about to leave the City for some months and
could not comply with my request.
The small photograph of the South wall also showed the main
doorway and the enclosure below the gallery for spectators.
This had small awing door* with panels of gathered silk, and
on each side, a small bracketed seat foT a door keeper. These
were reproduced as accurately as a minute examination of the
photograph admitted. In my constant search for authorities
I found a copy of the Columbian Magazine published in
Philadelphia, February, 1789, which contained a short notice of the State House, and more important still, a plan of
the main floor. This plan showed the gallery columns on the
floor, the location of fireplace and doors in West wall. These
were merely confirmatory, but the " Throne " for the Speaker
was all important and waa shown as three risers above floor
and of an oval shape, somewhat flatter than a half circle. This
was carefully followed. It also gave the original staircases,
one on either aide of the building, from a landing of one of

19 March 1927 - Restoration of the Old Senate Chamber by J. Appleton Wilson. From the Maryland Historical
Magazine. MSASC 1455

Accession No.: MSASC 5287-7-105

Annotation:
Trumbull's picture in the capitol shows overdoors.
1878 Architect Mr. Frederick had packed up his drawings and could not get to them in
order to assist the restoration.
Appleton Wilson claims to have had the main door, vestibule, and doorkeepers seats
reproduced from "minute examination" of the 1868 photographs.

CO
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found modern boxed inside shatters to all windows and hare
allowed them to remain, only changing the mouldings to eonform with the period. Persona who had known the room
agreed that inside shutters had been used, which was confirmed
by the examination of nearly all the Annapolis houses erected
about the same time as the State House. The details for doors,
wash board, chair rail, &c, were taken from actual examples
of the period. For the fireplace and mantel wc had nothing
to go upon but the testimony of persons who had been familiar
with the old room. This is also true of the fire irons, <{•<•
By removing the plaster the original joining of old and new
brickwork was revealed, giving the width of chimney breast as
8 ft. Judge Alexander B. Hagncr well remembered the fire
place and described it as a " huge rough cavern." Mr. S. W.
Brooks, who had been employed at the building for more than
fifty years, said he had always supplied it with four foot cord
wood sticks, so it was made four feet arid six inches wide, and
very deep. The hearth was paved with original hexagon
bricks which had formed the floor of the main hallway, and
enough of which were fortunately recovered in the cellar. The
fireplace itself was lined with original old brick. No trace of
the mantel could be found as it was removed in 1858 when the
chimney was taken down. No trustworthy data could be had
except that it was of wood. A new mantel was designed, based
on well known examples of the time, with the same frieze which
appears in the gallery and above the niche. All the testimony
agreed that the facing was of plaster painted black, which has
been followed.
The interior woodwork has been painted white, which was
almost universal at that period and which is confirmed by the
photograph of 1868. The washboard is black, and the delicate rail capping the enclosure below the gallery is of mahogany. Mr. Brooks said that the andirons were rough and heavy
with a long shovel and a kind of fork for mending the lire, all
of wrought iron. Sketches made by him and elaborated until
they met his ideas were prepared, and put into the hands of

19 March 1927 - Restoration of the Old Senate Chamber by J. Appleton Wilson. From the Maryland Historical
Magazine. MSASC1455

Accession No.: MSA SC 5287-7-105

Annotation:
Doors were designed and painted white based on "typical of the period" or what was
thought to be from the period. Architectural history was not so developed in 1905 so that
anything pre-Victorian was generally grouped as "colonial."

J. Appleton Wilson's undated notes describing the evidence for restoration conclude:

... "Doors. Trumbulls painting of Washington shows a doorway on either side of
chimney. This was puzzling until we examined the Hayward & Bartlett drawing,
which shows a true door on one side and a false door on the other. This was
confirmed- where the plaster, was removed, and all the blockings for false door were found in place - The brick being cut down in places- to give a better fit for
the door against the wall.
Entablatures overdoors. Trumbulls picture shows them, and as it is very correct in
all other respects, we concluded to follow it in this. They have been carefully
designed to follow the painting as closely as possible.
Size of doors. Arrived at by scaling the photograph, examining the brickwork &
by an actual examination with Mr Davis with his memory as an aid- Also as to
number of panels. The detail of trims- and of doors, were taken from actual
examples of that period- Also the washboard the chair board, as well as from the
photograph. The door trims are carried to floor, as was almost universal at that
time, many photographs of executed work being examined for proof
Door to gallery. We removed plaster- the original opening was found- bricked up
& with a straight joint, & an old lintel above it. We have adhered straight to thisThe stair way to gallery- while not showing in the room is copied from old
examples of the period"....

Draft notes, "Reasons governing the Committee on Restoration," James Appleton Wilson, undated manuscript.
Maryland Historical Society manuscript collection, MS 833.

Accession: Maryland Historical Society, MS 833, box 6.

Annotation: The false door was not re-established in the 1878 room. Trumbull is not very
accurate in his paintings. His sketch, which they did not have, is more accurate. The 1905
overdoors are a caricature using a bracket much too wide; this was probably the only
width available for the desired length in the catalog used by the restorers.
Typical of restorers from this period, the 1905 restoration team did not distinguish between
Georgian and Federal and thus detailed many parts unseen in the photos to be delicate
Federal rather than the proper gusty Georgian.

Doors

September 25, 1939. Letter from Mr. C. Eugene Tovell to Mr. Fowler stating that the cost of tearing up and
replacing the flooring, removing and replacing the door heads, replacing a column cap on the speakers
platform, and fixing up the mantel will cost $914.00
He then suggests:

"The most satisfactory way of handling the job would first be, the removal of the
present flooring and the removal of the two door heads and mantel top, and then
we would lay the old pin for finish. At the same time we would install the new
door heads and repair the column on the speakers platform. The next operation
would be the covering of the floor with good building paper, erection of
scaffolding, repairing ofplasterwork and painting. The work of course would be
done by others. We would then hand scrape the floor and apply the finish decided
upon, which in this case we would recommend the hot wax process. "
(p. 659)

Annotation
The 1940 work included:
•

New floor of old salvaged pine

•

Removal of door heads

•

Removal of mantle top (shelf, frieze and architrave)

Not listed here but apparently contemporary to these changes was:
•

Adding one wythe of brick to the face of the chimney breast so that it projects
further into the room.

The door heads were removed in 1940 due to the unbalanced appearance. Physical
evidence for original features was not recognized and no replacement/alternatives were
installed.
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Circa 1947 Photograph of the Old Senate Chamber from the Balcony by M.E. Warren, MSASC 1890-01-3.

Accession: MSASC 5287-11-429

Annotation: The 1905 overdoors to the Committee Room were removed by 1947.

Doors
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In this photo of the false door, both the 1905 and the 1940 plaster has been removed, along
with the 1905 false door and trim (1905 overdoor removed in 1940). The top of the 1940
trim is approximately the top of the original pilaster capital and the top of the 1905 trim is
about the top of the original frieze (A-A' is the vertical imprint line for frieze bracket).
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This original chair rail nailing block within the area of the false door has no holes for nails,
indicating the false door is an original feature and wainscot was not installed here.

Doors
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The use of infrared (IR)
photography in the 750 nm
range hints at what more
powerful modern infrared
photography might show
through the 1905 plaster
haze on the wall. Here the
area once covered by early
wooden dashboard wainscot
(and thus not plastered until
the 1870s) clearly stands out,
as does a stripe down the
sides of the false door (where
the masonry has not been
altered as at the committee
room door) that extends as
wide as the pilasters at the
niche.
Ghosting down the side
suggests the reason the 1905
entablature was removed
for seeming top-heavy was
the lack of balance that
would have been provided
by wide supports.

».,«

'

In other words, with an 11" pilaster on either side of the doors and windows, a
repeat of the niche and gallery entablature for overdoors and windows will be
properly balanced.
Also noticeable with IR is the edge of ridges in original
plaster remaining on the wall at an intersection with the
edge of the early entablature. The apparent straight edge
at the height of the oak leaf frieze band suggests it was
capped with brackets. The use of a bracket is suggested by
Trumbull's paintings and sketches, but the configuration
he sketches appears to differ with these ghosts.
[If there was not a bracket at the edge, the pulvinated
(pillow-shaped) bulge of the frieze would end in curvature
where it turns back to wall, not a straight line.]
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Foamcore mockups assists
refinement of the outline of the
pilaster and door entablature
treatments. These door entablature
mockups were created from an
outline of the 1905 entablature at the
gallery. Although comparisons of
1868 and 1905 photos highlight
obvious discrepancies, the use of a
cutout provides a reasonable starting
point for helping to locate similarities
and discrepancies with ghosts and
ridges on the early plaster remaining
on the chimney elevation wall.
(Looking up from below at a skew
angle, the arrows at left highlight ridges
in the original plaster that suggest there
was once abutting decorative trim.)

Photograph by the John Greenwalt Lee Company, 2008

Rendition of the false door with probable overdoor.

Doors

The wooden pilaster with plaster capital at the niche matches very closely with the evidence
for the door trim (seen with IR photography, plaster ridges, and ghosting).
Again, with the addition of brackets centered over the pilaster capital, the overdoor can
have Trumbull's brackets while creating the straight vertical line at the edge of the frieze
band that the ghosting suggests.
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A console bracket from the 1770's "supporting" a window of the Hammond-Harwood
House is bold with leafy embellishments common for the time period. This is the sort of
bracket one would expect at the ends of the frieze for over the doors, the windows, and
possibly at the mantle in the Old Senate Chamber.
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SECOND

SERIES
PLATE 62

Masonic Lodge Room- Circa 1790
NEW BERN. N. C.
wmmtmmmmmmmimmmmmiimmmmm^mmmm

This Masonic Lodge in New Bern, NC is slightly later and therefore the overdoor and
overwindow is a bit more restrained and Federal in style than what would be expected for
the Georgian-era Old Senate Chamber. It does how provide a good indication of the effect
created by paneled pilasters with a capital that carries the console bracket which frames
the frieze of the overdoor and overwindow.
(In this case the top of the entablature breaks forward above the bracket and the frieze is
flat, not pulvinated, as appears to have been the case in the Old Senate Chamber.)
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Historic American Building Survey (HABS Va-141) of a doorway at Gunston Hall, near
Lorton, Virginia. This is an excellent example of a fully dressed Georgian doorway. (In this
photograph, however, it is missing a number of applied carved decorations such as: the double
lotus in the frieze over the pilaster, the rosettes in the interlocking circles, and the rosettes on the
neck of the pilaster capital that have subsequently been replaced).
Note the bold relief of the door panels and the carving around each panel.
The HL hinges are 20th century; the original were decorative brass barrels with the leaves
set in hidden mortises.

Doors

The evidence for
doorways in the Old
Senate Chamber indicates
a wooden element about
14+ inches wide at the
jambs. On the wall there
is still the imprint of a
molded element 90 inches
from the floor that
corresponds to the capital
over the niche pilaster.
If the paneled pilaster of
the niche that is 11 inches
wide were also at the
doors and a 3 " backhand
was added on the inside
edge (to allow doors to
open wide in spite of the
capital), then this would
achieve 14" wide trim.

At the false door there is a clear outline of straight line rising vertically above the capital
aligned with the outside edge of the pilaster shaft. The plaster area tends to then move
horizontally a few inches then generally out at a 45 degree angle implying a plaster
overdoor entablature at rests on brackets sitting atop the pilaster capitals.
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Doors Summary
It appears the three doors to the room were originally trimmed alike. The door to the rotunda, or
Great Hall, likely had its formal trim removed in 1792 when a vestibule with baize doors was
installed on the room side and risers to seat visitors were built in under the gallery where once
the floor had run uninterrupted to the back wall. The 1905 recreation of the gallery
misinterpreted the gallery ceiling arrangement thus placing it in a modern relationship that is
flush to the bottom of the entablature on the balcony face. As shown in the circa 1868
photograph, the original gallery ceiling was recessed within the structure of the gallery framing
as was typical of the period. With a 10'8" +/" clearance from the floor, this opening could have
easily accommodated a fully dressed door.
The doors on the chimney wall appear to have retained their original trim until the 1878
remodeling when they received a narrow architrave typical of mid-19th century Renaissance
Revival decor that matches most of the other trim in the State House installed at that time. Also
in 1878, the door to the Great Hall had the vestibule removed, a very large transom installed, and
the whole was trimmed with the same architrave as the other doors. The 1905 restoration team
was left with no evidence other than the 1824 John Trumbull painting hanging in the US Capitol.
As with so many early restorations, they did not distinguish between Georgian, Federal, or Neoclassical when designing according to "typical of the period."
The 1905 restoration designed an architrave with decidedly Federal characteristics, in other
words, slender trim with delicate moldings and shallow relief. Upon this they sat an overdoor
entablature with side brackets as indicated in the Trumbull painting. While Trumbull's
proportions are correct for the period, the 1905 recreation was apparently created using
standardly-available plaster decoration for the turn of the 20th century and the available sizes
produced an inelegant result. The result is an overdoor that does not match the ghosting that has
been uncovered.
The 1905 Restoration Committee did not have access to Trumbull's sketches nor his other
painting of the room. The sketches, drawn two years before any of his paintings, show
considerably less detail at the doors. Also the similarity in the design of architectural elements
across many of Trumbull's paintings, such as the use of the same door trim in his painting of
Independence Hall, suggests that his focus was on events and people, not architecture, bringing
the value of his paintings for information on these details into serious question. In contrast, his
sketches done in the room in the absence of people are more likely to produce valuable
architectural information, such as the distinct notations for an "oak leaf frieze.
In 1940, when the glaring misproportions of the ill-designed 1905 overdoors sparked a reinvestigation of documentary evidence, the review committee failed to uncover ghosts on the
walls, and without the benefit of Trumbull's sketches, found no justification for overdoors of any
sort. The result was removal of the overdoors, leaving behind only inadequate Colonial Revival
trim. Even if a simply architrave was appropriate, this replacement trim was just under 6-3/4"
wide whereas the original Georgian architrave arching over the niche is much wider and bolder
at slightly over nine inches wide and has twice the relief.

Doors

With the benefit of a more developed study of "architectural history" having replaced the
vagaries of early twentieth century restorations, the current investigation began expecting to find
evidence for Georgian architraves with crossettes and overdoors probably not too far removed
from Trumbull's paintings. In the process of our investigation, the trim and 1905 plaster were
removed around the door to the committee room, the false door and the area adjacent to the
vestibule. Ghosts at the sides of the door to the committee room verify the 1870s claims of
Supervising Architect George Fredericks that the original detailing of the room was largely
created of insubstantial plaster.
The evidence points to a wooden trim element approximately fourteen inches wide at the jamb
rising almost to the top of the door opening before transitioning to a plaster area completing the
side element to the top of the door. Topping this and the doorway, a plaster overdoor rose another
two feet to approximately 9'6" from the floor. To the right of the door at a little over 90" from the
floor, a small imprint of an ogee form is noticeable in the plaster about three inches further out to
the side and slightly above the 14-inch-wide wooden element. This is not compatible with an
architrave design. However it happens to correspond very closely to the original wooden paneled
pilaster with plaster capital that flanks the niche. Similar evidence can be seen to the right of the
vestibule, however the ghost of the paneled pilaster is much less distinct there.
More work with raking light and varied wavelength photography will hopefully assist in refining
the profile of the overdoor entablature. The one-dimensional foamcore mockups placed in the
room this spring are based on the 1905 gallery entablature which, while not accurate, is relatively
academically proportioned and a good starting point. With this mockup to hold in place, it is
possible to begin looking for even well-camouflaged evidence that starts to look similar in that
approximate location. The initial results look promising, but the final design will likely be a
composite of evidence drawn piecemeal from the three door locations. Computer-enhanced
photogrammetry of the 1868 photos should help in interpreting the fragments of evidence.
In 1783, these three fully-dressed Georgian doorways painted a light stone color would have
made an elegant statement and kept the niche and gallery from overwhelming the room. They
would also have balanced the significantly wider chimneybreast with the painting of Pitt above a
proper 1770's Georgian mantle.
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WINDOWS
Chronology:
1772

Original architectural plans depict niche-flanking windows with dashed lines as
opposed to solid lines on the window wall, indicating windows are in transition.

1792

Shaw work order calls for "back shutters at windows," painting of blinds, and
seats at windows.

1801

Shaw's reference to blinds here indicates that earlier call for blinds was referring
to wooden slats with tapes that allow them to be raised and lowered.

1822

Trumbull sketch shows window-sized element flanking the niche, notes the frieze
consists of oak leaves, and shows a close-up of entablature breaking forward
over columns.

1830

Exterior drawing of State House shows no basement windows.

1838

Four large paintings are commissioned for the Senate Chamber, possibly causing
the covering/sealing of windows

1851

Lossing chastises Trumbull for artistic license with the architecture of the Old
Senate Chamber, but Lossing's own engraving has three, not four windows, on
the long wall and no windows flanking the niche.

1859

Edwin White's painting shows no niche-flanking windows.

1868

Photo shows large paintings in window locations flanking the niche.

1878

Window openings were stripped back to masonry and infilled with modern
windows, shutters and shutter pockets

1886

Photo shows niche-flanking windows without paintings, but covered by heavy
window drapery and valances.

1905

Built-in windowseats are installed along with new sash, architraves and Venetian
blinds. 1878 shutters were kept.

2008

Removal of 1905 windowseats reveals they are not an original feature.

blind windows
also in transition

Windows

Circa 1772 drawings by Joseph Horatio Anderson. John Work Garrett collection, Johns Hopkins University, GAR 22.

Accession: MSASC5287-1-159

Annotation: This plan is interesting in respect to the windows. The windows at the niche
end of the room are being changed (dashed lines); it is unclear if they are being opened or
closed. There is no blind window indicated behind the President's bench, although one is
indicated at the far end of the wall in an attempt to derive some symmetry. This blind
window is also in transition, as represented by the dashed line.
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1792 State House account book for materials and repairs by John Shaw. Courtesy of the John Work Garrett Library
of the Johns Hopkins University, GAR 22. MSASC 5287-1-18

Accession: MSA 5287-1-173

Back shutters are the leaves of interior shutters that fold out of sight into a shutter pocket.
This item together with the "painting of the room and blinds" implies that the windows had
jambs without shutters and some form of blinds prior to 1792. The brick jambs of the
window recesses have remains of a shell lime plaster on the lower half only. The plaster
appears to be different from the remains of the early shell lime plaster on the interior walls
which implies a different construction campaign and may well relate to this 1792 reference.
The curious aspect is having shutters on the lower half only.
Benches probably relate in some manner to window seats. Having the flooring extend into
the window recesses is a pretty good indication that the room did not start life with window
seats and likely did not acquire them until 1792.

Windows
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Fragments of early shell plaster remain in the lower half of the shutter pockets, but the
brick above has never been plastered. No plastering would be required for wood paneled
sides to the window. However the back of shutter pockets are often thinly plastered directly
on the brick with the rest of the void receiving the folds of a closed shutter. One possible
implication of this physical evidence is that the lower sash were covered by shutters that
pocketed into the plastered recess while the upper sash were unshuttered. This may be
related to the 1792 Shaw work order.
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The State of Maryland
1801.
To John Shaw Dr.
To 18 Boxes for the Votes & Proceedings
Feby 13
To 1 Box for the Laws for the Federal City
March 2
To 33 Boxes for the Laws
June 12
July 4
To making cartridges hoisting the flag and
Firing the Cannon
To 11 Boxes for the Laws
3/9
To taking care of the cannon from Novr.
1, 1800 to Novr 1 1805
To 2 V* yds green cloth for Ho. Delegates 30/
To 2 V* yds green cloth for the Senate
20/
To 1 Large window Blind 78 feet for genl court 2/6
To repairing 14 window blinds, matting new
Cornices, Tapes, Lines, Tassels
a 10$
To taking up & putting down the carpets &
Putting cloths on the Tables of the Senate
& House of Delegates
To repairing the Seats of the House of
Delegates & finding a new cover for the
Back of one of them
To framing 2 maps (the State of Maryland) 6/6 ea
To 3 days work of a Man a 10/
To 3 di di of a Boy a 3/9

3.15.0
7.6
6. 3.9
3.15.0
3. 0.0
3. 0.0
4. 2.6
3. 7.6
9.15.0
52.10.0

4.0.0

1.2.6
12.0
1.10.0
11.3
97.12.0

3 February 1801 - To John Shaw for various supplies needed for repairs and decoration in the House of Delegates
and Senate. Maryland State Papers (Series A) MdHR 6636-84-89. Transcription. Accession: MSA SC 5287-2-132
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"To repairing 14 window blinds, making new Cornices, Tapes, Lines, Tassels....
Annotation: This document implies that John Shaw uses the term "blinds" to refer to
wooden slats that rise and fall.
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Windows

Sketches of the Old Senate Chamber by John Trumbull. Helen A. Cooper, John Trumbull: The Hand and Spirit of a
Painter, (Yale University Art Gallery, New Haven, 1982) pp. 88-90.

Accession: MSA SC 5287-2-146

Annotation: John Trumbull's 1822 sketch, in preparation
for paintings which were executed years later, shows one
window beyond the niche. One possible interpretation of
the shading at the window is that it indicates to a break
forward in the entablature (unlike over the niche which
shows no break or frieze detail).
On the reverse there is a drawing of an entablature that
breaks forward over the columns with x-banding at the
center of the pulvinated frieze. "Frieze of oak leaves" is
clearly spelled out. This backside entablature sketch shows
a break forward over the columns.

-*^iN#'

••»•

|

Trumbull does not indicate where this detail is found but the c. 1868 photos verify its use on
the gallery, but not on the engaged columns of the niche.
Although it is unlikely, it could have been used in the overwindows if they were trying to
contrast with the niche and doors.
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1830 Drawing by Alexander Jackson Davis, Maryland State Archives (MSA SC 1556-21)

Accession: MSASC 5287-3-13

Annotation: No basement windows are depicted in the photograph. Were they added in
1878 when the cellar was excavated and the walls were underpinned? How much
disruption occurred in the first floor window recesses above at that time?

Windows

Lossing, Benson J. The Pictorial Field Book of the Revolution, Volume II. Published, 1851,
Page 842 describes the scene of Washington's resignation, December 23, 1783.

Accession: MSA SC 5287-1-165

Annotation: Benjamin Lossing chided Trumbull for not showing the windows properly, but
where is the fourth window on the wall? Here, Lossing depicted only three on the East wall.
By this point, the windows to either side of the niche had likely been covered by paintings
(see ca. 1868 photo of niche). The architectural trim of the windows has also been covered
by draperies and an upholstered valence.
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1868. Black and white stereocard image taken from the gallery and facing the speaker's niche in the Old Senate
Chamber. George Forbes Collection. Courtesy of the Md Historical Society, P 3.8.

Accession: MSASC 5287-4-132

Annotation: The windows on either side of the niche are completely reworked with the
space covered by large paintings. The chair rail appears to run through, eliminating the
recess below the window sill. With the way the painting and fabric panel below are hung,
there is no room for any trim to remain on the window. This arrangement was likely in
place by 1851 as Lossing shows no windows on this wall.

Windows

Circa 1886 photograph of Old Senate Chamber, MSA SC 1556-116
Accession: MSASC 5287-11-429

Annotation: The windows on either side of the dais are no longer covered by paintings,
although plenty of light is coming in from the windows to the right (from the East).
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We have spent a day at Annapolis and carefully examined the remanto of the old Gallery, which'aro now in the Land Office. We also
made examination in the room in question, and certain parts of the
-ailding in close connection with same. We had parts of the panel
•backs and jambs on both sides of the room taken do>m and from exam> J ^ ination of the brickwork behind some, wo find it is now as it was
V J»originally built, which is conclusive evidence that the windows were
\^; <J

always recessed and the jan>;6 continuing

to the fio,..r wit!' panels

.•j /tfbacks. The niche back of the Rostrum is also in

such shape that it

^i \ is evidently the original work. Prom the inf o m a t Ion obtained the
rawinga have been prepared showing the niche and the gallery as
prqposcd for restoration.

» wi

i£

From the Report of the Committee on the Restoration:
May 25, 1905 Minutes of The Advisory Commission on the Restoration of the Old Senate Chamber in Annapolis

Accession: MSASC 5287-11-436

Annotation: The 1905 Committee for Restoration investigated the brickwork behind the
1878 paneling within the window recess and determined the floor had originally gone to the
wall in the recess and the jambs were undisturbed by a built-in windowseat. However, they
later decided to install windowseats. Wilson apparently did not have the 1792 work order.

Windows

Discussing the basis for the restoration, J.A. Wilson's undated notes conclude:
"Windows. The exterior brickwork has not been disturbed- and proved
that the size of window had never been changed. It was found that the
brick joints extended to the floor- and seemed to be the original work,
which appeared to show that they had been paneled ^ recessed- against
this theory- we have a letter from Judge Alex. B. Hagner- who had known
the room since 1845. & who wrote- that he well remembered the wide
window sills- Mr. Davis also, was positive to the same effect & stated that
he had often laid his hat- and other things on the wide sills. The
photograph also shows the chair rail running through unbroken. The sash
section was accurately copiedfrom an original muntin now in the tower.
The division of sash was probably- the usual one of that period, and must
have been correct- as a less number of divisions would have made the
glass larger than usual, & a greater number would have made them
unusually small- we therefore divided them into 12 lights to a sash- or 24
to a windowShutters^ We found boxed shutters and the windows, & have allowed them
to remain, only changing the mouldings to conform to the period. Mr.
Davis is certain that inside shutters were at the windows when the
demolition took place. "...
..." July 20- went to Annapolis with Eastman & spent nearly all day
interviewed Mr James Wells- a gentleman 79 years old, who seemed to
have a good memory and was very positive that the windows were
pannelled & had seats- all 19 "from floor- instead of sills at level of chairrail. I think this- wd.- reconcile nearly all statements as Judge Hagner &
others- Sullivan says he remembers folding papers & bills in the windows
when he was a boy- & everyone says that-hats-books- coats & c- were
laid in them. This theory would agree better with seats- than with sills at
level of chair rail. & would not agree at all- with panel backs running to
floor. We also went into all the best old houses today- & they all had seats
in windows- except Chase house- Mr Henry C Hopkins who lived in
Annapolis, says he well remembers the seats in windows- that he had often
sat in them- thinks that at one time they had red silk cushions in them. "...
Draft notes, "Reasons governing the Committee on Restoration," James Appleton Wilson, undated manuscript.
Maryland Historical Society manuscript collection, MS 833.
Accession: Maryland Historical Society, MS 833, box 6.

Annotation: The 1905 team was correct in their observations and thinking the room was
unchanged until demolished. Unfortunately, they were later led astray by vague
recollections of former staff and a confusion between Georgian and Federal styles.
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these, the gallery was reached These had disappeared many
years ago, and the hall in which they stood had been changed
toroomsso that it was not possible to reproduce them. A new
stairway was accordingly provided carefully designed on lines
of the period. This does not show in the Senate Chamber
and is really no part of the true restoration. To throw, if
possible, more light on the matter I wrote the Director of the
School of Fine Arts of Yale University asking for any drawings or sketches by Trumbull which they might have, but without success. The Washington picture, strange to say, shows
the gallery at the North side of room instead of the South
side. This is remarkable for a man noted for bis accuracy of
detail but in Lossing's " Field Book of the Revolution," on page
197, it is stated that the Artist, for the purpose of having the
proper light, and shadow has omitted the three large windows
(there are really four). The painting shows a delicate sage
peen on the walk. In searching for the proper oolor, I removed several coats of paint from a spot on the inside of niehe
ind just before reaching the original plaster, came upon the
identical color. Thia was repeated with the. same Tesult in
several other places on tho walls, so confirming Trumbull's
extreme accuracy.
It was plain that the two windows in the North wall, and
four on the East, had not been changed in any way since the
building was erected. The brickwork was undisturbed, and the
rubbed and bonded flat arches over the openings were as they
had been placed. On removing the modern panel work below
the sills on the inside, the brick jambs were found extending
to the floor. The question then arose, had there been seats
below the sills? Correspondence with those who had been
familiar with the room since 1845, as Judge Hagner and
others, developed that they well remembered the wide seats
and had often laid hats and papers upon them, and rested on
their cushions. The window sash were carefully copied from
originals in the toweT, and 24 lights to a window was decided
span as the usual division and the best for the purpose. We

19 March 1927 - Restoration of the Old Senate Chamber by J. Appleton Wilson. From the Maryland Historical
Magazine. MSASC1455

Accession No.: MSASC 5287-7-105

Annotation:
1905- new sash
1905- new architraves
1905- new windowseats (in spite of physical evidence) based on "wide seat" recollections
1878- shutters and shutter pockets

Windows

60
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found modern boxed inside shutters to all windows and have
allowed them to remain, only changing tho moulding* to eonform with the period. Persons who had known the room
agreed that inside shutters had been used, which was confirmed
by the examination of nearly all the Annapolis houses erected
about the same time as the State House. The details for doors,
wgah board, chair rail, &c, were taken from actual examples
of the period. For the fireplace and mantel we had nothing
to go upon but the testimony of persons who had been familiar
with the old room. This is also true of the fire irons, &c.
By removing the plaster the original joining of old and new
brickwork was revealed, giving the width of chimney breast as
8 ft. Judge Alexander £. Hagner well remembered the fire
place and described it as a " huge rough cavern." Mr. S. W.
Brooks, who had been employed at the building for more than
fifty years, said he had always supplied it with four foot cord
wood sticks, so it was made four feet and six inches wide, and
very deep. The hearth was paved with original hexagon
bricks which had formed the floor of the main hallway, and
enough of which were fortunately recovered in the cellar. The
fireplace itself was lined with original old brick. No trace of
the mantel could be found as it was removed in 1858 when the
chimney was taken down. No trustworthy data could be had
except that it was of wood. A new mantel was designed, based
on well known examples of the time, with the same frieze which
appears in the gallery and above the niche. All the testimony
agreed that the facing was of plaster painted black, which has
been followed.
The interior woodwork has been painted white, which was
almost universal at that period and which is confirmed by the
photograph of 1868. The washboard is black, and the delicate rail capping the enclosure below the gallery is of mahogany. Mr. Brooks said that the andirons were rough and heavy
with a long shovel and a kind of fork for mending the lire, all
of wrought iron. Sketches made by him and elaborated until
they 'met his ideas were prepared, and put into the hands of

19 March 1927 - Restoration of the Old Senate Chamber by J. Appleton Wilson. From the Maryland Historical
Magazine. MSASC 1455

Accession No.: MSASC 5287-7-105

Annotations: The 1878 shutters were retained with added Colonial Revival moldings.
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Circa 1905 photograph of the Restored Old Senate Chamber. George Forbes Collection, MSASC 182-02-0086

Accession: MSASC 5287-11-429

Annotation of photo taken after the 1905 restoration showing the chimney and niche walls
1905- interesting Venetian blinds
1905- 12/12 sash with modern wavy glass
1905- 1878 shutters with molding at the stiles and rails
1905- window seats at 19 inches
1905- casing architrave
As with most early Colonial Revival "restorations", Georgian, Federal, Neo-Classical, and
even Greek Revival styles get blended into "Colonial". The window trim, especially the
casing architraves and the shutters, are now very delicate and definitely not the bold
Georgian of the original architrave over the niche.

Windows

Circa 1905. Photograph of the restored gallery of the Old Senate Chamber. George Forbes Collection. MSA SC
182-02-0866

Accession: MSASC 5287-11-429

Annotation of photograph taken after the 1905 restoration showing the gallery:
With the exception of having a chair rail high sill, the window at the far left is typical of a
1905 restored window. It appears to have had a recess to the floor, like the other windows in
1878 and earlier, which was bricked up in 1905 as suggested by a card signed and dated by
the workmen. This appears to only accommodate the screen between the columns that
according to Mr. Brooks "miters with the chair rail".
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Evidence uncovered within window recesses with 1905 window seat removed:
A= early floor line probably from the original floor; indicates not originally built with
window seats
B= later floor line probably from the 1878 floor

Windows

This fragment of plaster found in the space beneath the
window recess closed up in 1905 where the gallery wainscot
intersects the fourth window. It appears to be mortar that
was dropped during plastering of the room onto a window
muntin where it cured before being swept away.
It does not match the current window profile.

This plaster does not appear to match the original, nor the 1878 or 1905 plasters. Maybe it
is from the 1798 or 1826 ceiling.

Also at the gallery window recess,
the 1905 craftsman left a nice signed memento (right).
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This photo of a Palladian room
window at Gunston Hall, from the
Historic American Building Survey
collection, is an excellent example of a
fully dressed Georgian window. The
window trim in the Old Senate
Chamber was likely a little less busy.
The use of paneled pilasters at the
niche, rather than fluted ones, set a
less decorated tone. With the pilasters
paneled, the pedestals should be plain
(without panels) although there are
examples with both paneled.
The entablature responds to the
pilasters. In this case, it is set back,
however it is much more typical for it
to break forward over the pilasters.
Note the bold relief on the paneled
shutters (see detail in drawing). They
fill the entire space from the sash stop
at the window sash to the backboard
upon which the pilaster is placed.
This is also a good example to show
how a "plain dado" wainscot
intersects with a recessed window,
although in this case the pedestal is a
bit more articulated and has an extra
offset between pedestal and recess.

HABS: http7/lcweb2.loc.Qov/ammem/collections/habs haer/
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Windows

Window Summary
In Georgian design, windows and doors often mirror one another in style. It would be reasonable
to expect the windows to have been fully dressed in the Georgian details of the niche. Yet in this
instance their history is less clear.
The original plans for the building show the two windows flanking the niche with dashed lines as
opposed to the solid lines on the window wall, while the blind window behind the niche is not
noted. Could this indicate an intent to close the windows?
John Trumbull's sketch, drawn in the room in 1822, certainly shows a window-sized element
flanking the niche, but he does not depict a window there in either painting. (From a portrait
lighting perspective, the window would have provided daylight that would have complicated his
painting.) By 1851, Benjamin Lossing produced a drawing of the room. In the attached article,
he chastised Trumbull for his artistic license with the architecture of the room. Yet Lossing only
shows three of four windows on the long side wall and no window flanking the niche. Edwin
White's 1859 painting, taken from a new perspective that extends from the niche to the chimney
also does not depict a window flanking the niche. So in each artist's rendering, were they trying
to control the lighting in the room by eliminating daylighting sources, or is there a more
complicated explanation for the discrepancies?
The ca. 1868 photo appears to provide clues about the evolution of the niche-flanking windows.
It shows large paintings occupying the window locations with gathered and pleated fabric in a
starburst filling the space between the paintings and the chair rail. The chair rail runs unbroken
from corner to niche beneath the windows. Why are paintings hung across window openings? In
1838, four large paintings were commissioned for the room and, with wall space at a premium, it
is likely these two windows were covered over, if not sealed. At a minimum, the overwindow
was removed by 1868.
Various early nineteenth century archival references call for drapery cornices with pulleys, while
others indicate Venetian blinds at least as early as 1792. Add to this the 1851 details in Lossing's
drawings with windows entirely covered with draperies topped with fabric-covered valences, and
the evidence all points to an evolution away from plaster overwindows, possibly as early as the
1790s, in favor of the swaged draperies that came into vogue by that time. Light control in the
room was obviously a concern as various references relating to shutters, blinds and draperies are
part of the archival record from 1792 on.
But what was the condition of the windows in 1783? Much of our information comes from the
John Shaw work order of 1792 referring to "back shutters at the windows" as well as a line for
painting blinds. The exact meaning of this work order is open to interpretation. Typically back
shutters are the leaves of an interior shutter that fold out of sight into the shutter pocket. The
physical evidence shows early shell plaster on the bricks in the lower half of the window jamb
only. While some shutter pockets have full wood interiors; others have plaster at the back.
Having shell plaster only on the lower portion implies that - at some point during the 18th
century - the windows had operable interior shutters on the bottom sash only.
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So in 1792 is John Shaw adding back shutters to the upper sash as well, or is he installing the
first operable shutter and then only at the lower sash? (At the completion of Charles Wallace's
contract, it was noted that the shutters in the Old Senate Chamber were only tacked in place, not
yet hung on hinges.) A closer evaluation of the plaster in the shutter pockets as compared to the
fragments of basecoat plaster on the walls may tell. If they match, then presumably Shaw was
adding top shutters where they had only existed below and put in a wooden back to the shutter
pocket at that time. If they are different shell plasters, the implication would be that Shaw was
hanging the lower shutters in 1792 into plaster-backed pockets and leaving the upper sash with a
paneled jamb but no shutters. (Again, since Shaw's work order has blinds being painted, the
windows would have had light-control with or without shutters above). Obviously this
determination will affect the 1783 appearance.
In 1878, as part of the modernization, everything in the window openings was removed back to
the masonry and then infilled with modern windows set into paneled window recesses so that the
floor continued back to the plane of the window. The windows at this time had 4-light sashes (4
panes of glass per sash). Standard architrave trim of the era was installed to match the doors and
high-style Renaissance Revival drapery cornices were installed in all six window openings. In
1905, the restoration committee chose to retain the 1870s shutters but change the moldings on
their stiles and rails. Again the 1905 window architrave matches the doors and, despite agreeing
that the evidence showed the jambs of the windows were largely original and suggested window
recesses, they chose to install windowseats based on the recollections of several people that prior
to the 1870s modernization there was something to sit on while sorting bills and a place to store
hats at the windows.
The 1792 Shaw work order shows up in two forms with slight differences. In one, it calls for
benches along "one wall" and in another it calls for benches "at the East wall." It is likely then
that by 1792 there were the beginnings of some form of seats at the windows on the East wall,
but the form of that seating is less clear. Were free-standing benches of the type that were in
vogue in the 1790s placed in the window recesses? (See next page) Regardless, the evidence for
1783 is very strongly for recesses at the windows, rather than built-in windowseats.
Finishing out the 1905 work was the installation of yet another set of sash to approximate an
eighteenth century arrangement of lights and using a muntin profile taken from windows in the
dome (again, these would be later details since dome construction did not begin until 1785).
Different from the other windows on that wall, the window that was partially tucked under the
gallery in the 1905 configuration received a deep sill integrated with the chair rail. This
eliminated the window recess while creating a shelf of sorts at chair rail height while at the same
time facilitating the intersection of the wainscot between the columns into the wainscot circling
the room. This different sill may have been a necessary alteration during reconstruction when
they realized that by curving the gallery at the ends in the way they had chosen, the cap of the
rail enclosing visitors beneath the gallery would intersect mid-window.
In 1783 there appear to have been six fully dressed Georgian windows with recesses to the floor
and likely Venetian blinds, but not operable interior shutters. (However the question of shutters
remains to be decided.) These would have been painted as light stone to match the other trim in
the room.

Windows

How the Venetian blinds were properly integrated into an eighteenth century Georgian window
needs to be studied. Charles Phillips has seen contemporary reference to Venetian blinds from
well before 1783, but never seen an original installation. Paul Buchanan once said he was
uncomfortable with the way Colonial Williamsburg had detailed the ones they had reproduced,
but doesn't remember his objections. It will be necessary to track down at least one original
eighteenth century model and preferably several to better understand this item. There may also
be information in some early upholsterers guide, but books cannot equal a real working model.
Could it be that the method of attachment interfered with making the upper shutters operable?

Examples of late century Georgian window seats:

Window-Seat, Chippendale « y l r , third Quarter eaghteenfti ceajttary«

Wiadow-Seat, Chippendale ityle, third quarter eighteenth century.

From Colonial Furniture in America vol 2, Luke Vincent Lockwood, Scribner's 1921, page 151
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"President's Throne" / Niche and Dais
Documentary Chronology
1772

Original Joseph Anderson plan shows only a seat with no dais or niche expressed.

1779

The President's seat is described as being finished in more elegance than the
contract required. The curvature of the niche, niche architrave and necking band
created in plaster and paneled pilasters of wood.

1789

Columbian Magazine floorplan depicts three curved lines with circular ends
implying three risers and pilasters. Yet research and physical evidence has shown
two risers and a semi-elliptical niche between the two engaged pilasters. Evidence
also reveals a deep (24") first tread.

1792

Whether painted or whitewashed, the plaster receives a new coat.

1822

Trumbull sketch: Capital of engaged column is shown with what appears to be a
full volute at the wall. The soffit of the pediment is broad and projects
significantly. Dais shows two curved risers. Rectangle of the upper pace could be
a rug or the outline for the President's desk. Oak leaves and x-banding used on
the gallery but not used on the engaged columns of the niche.

1851

Lossing's dais projects far into the room.

1868

Stereoview picture shows columns barely contact the wall. Entablature of the
pediment does not break back around the columns, but projects outward.

1886

The recess of the original niche and its architrave survive behind the Victorian
curtain. Niche wall receives a new dais, desk, and speaker's chair, surmounted by
heavy drapery and valences.

1905

J. Appleton Wilson mentions pilasters being found and typically associates those
with the gallery, but those at the gallery today are clearly from 1905. Could the
pilasters found in 1905 be at the niche?
The height of the dais was derived from bottom of curved plaster in the niche
(confusing the line for the the top of the baseboard as being the landing of the
dais.) The dais shape was derived from the 1789 Columbian Magazine plan.
Column and pediment design came from 1868 stereoview photograph. Interior of
right-hand engaged column at the niche was signed "September 14,1905." The
frieze was recreated using a bay leaf instead of the oak leaves called for in the
notes on Trumbull's 1822 sketch (a document that was not available in 1905).

1940

President's throne painted off-white as a unit.

Niche and Dais

Old Senate Chamber

First Floor plan
1772 drawings by Joseph Horatio Anderson, used by the State House building contractor, Charles Wallace.
(From the John Work Garrett collection of the Johns Hopkins University, GAR 2). MSASC 1556-no

Accession.: MSASC 5287-1-159

Annotation: The president's seat shown in this "original" plan is just that - a seat with
jambs, possibly surmounted by a small pediment. There is no dais or niche expressed.

page 147 of257

By the C O M M I T T E E appointed to report the contract auered-irto hy the Utfcijnteixltihtfor building the fiuk-houic with Mr. Charles Wallace, and to frqj&c into and to report w&ctiter the contrac) hath been toniplicd with by Mr. jffallacc, aiiu",.<i&icularly whether rhe ft#'thoufe is well IecUred from » y dannge from railRind for whatcaule thi roof of copper^ taken off, and what has been done witii the faid copper ; and farmer th»iF the laid comun.
e..quire into and report whether the gallerttp have been erected agreeable V>jthe comuAjftf
with Mr. YValiace.
a
•*" •• f . , * "x t •
T H E committee have examined the ii*d;-houfc throughout, 4»d are ofloyfi-3»v tSW m{r.
parts thereof a>r fittifhed with more elegance than was required by the con^fcd^particularly th
front door, great hall, and court, the fenate houfe aid houie of aflcmbty,' Ij&L prefident's anm
fpeaker's feats, and thegalleries. The other parts of the wilding appear to be,*£>ne in a maflerly and workmanlike manner, except the upper floor >ver the fenate houfe, wfx-fh is indifferent.
The roof covered with cypres fhinglcs, and are very good of that kind, fi hat | ,rt of ti«e dome
being unfhinglcd, the fame appears to be receiving damage, and are o. opinion the faid pare
ought to be Ihingled and made fecurc. The repofitory for the proceedings of the court of appeals, and for the armoury, unfiniihed ; a t.r.all part of the plaiitering in trie parapet unfinished ;
a door for the cellar, a trap-door on the roof, wanting; ai'o about half the window-flutters (although put up) are unhung, and although the chimneys are finifried, 'rot the marble jambs arid
flabs are wanting.
Your committee are informed by Mr. Wallace, the contractor, thsjt the roof was covered wit
copper in 1774, which was blown off in September following bg a fiorm, aad(p damaged a fpolled, as 10 rander it unlit for further ufe,- therefore fold by the contractor, as, by his memo,
will appear.
.
All which is i'ubmitted to the confederation of the honourable houfe.
Signed by order.
NICH. HARWOOD. cl. comi
28 December 1779- Report of Charles Wallace's work on the State House by committee. Proceedings of the House
of Delegates, November Session 1779, Archives of Maryland

Accession: MSA SC 3204

Annotation: President's and Speaker's seats were among the items considered to be
"finished with more elegance than was required by the contract."
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February 1789 Columbian Magazine
Accession.: MSASC 5287-1-171

Annotation: By this time, three curved lines imply three risers and the circles on the
interior edge of the top riser/landing suggest full columns. Subsequent paintings and
physical evidence indicate there were only two risers between partially engaged columns.
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1792 State House account book for materials and repairs by John Shaw. Courtesy of the John Work Garrett Library
of the Johns Hopkins University, GAR 22. MSASC 5287-1-18

Accession:

Annotation: The niche, being primarily constructed of decorative plaster castings that
typically were treated with limewash, would have received a new coat. Whether painted or
whitewashed, the plaster received a new coat in 1792.
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Sketches of the Old Senate Chamber by John Trumbull, drawn in 1822. Helen A. Cooper, John Trumbull: The Hand
and Spirit of a Painter, (Yale University Art Gallery, New Haven, 1982) pp. 88-90.

Accession: MSA SC 5287-2-146

Annotation: The capital of the engaged column is shown with what appears to be a full
volute at the wall, implying the column is barely engaged. The soffit of the pediment is
broad, implying a significant projection for the pediment.
The dais shows only two curved risers with a rectangle lying on the upper landing (maybe a
carpet or just a line laying out the rectangular President's desk.)
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The Resignation of General Washington.
December a& i?m

Slip U M w n t y Art tia'kry; Tnimbvi? CoUemon
OutRfiipKatvtR tfdaienii l4«r«'rr*ici-.« KpnaHMX the n*v
ment at the randuMon M the llo"oHiri>o*Mtfy WM »h< iWumaiuixk-T-nt-vfiK:! T£tnttn.*diii»o(*iiiin%Mi)fiU) (*««:»
p f w Av fce*h a tTfnt t-wh fJcwipm* us m « « i »od *
•mlcnm iinimctit Mi Aiiicmat.1 hhtocv. dw uto* scbLicd
rhhs vjfcwcr n» wmt^temenr i'bf J)eaamtim
tflmkpm
Amtr.' Like Sanm***, ihc Ro^tutTm * M part of Ttuuv
bulFs r"yo |tn**?s*l.. hut ».w nttf MWMfcM until 1J121 4+
as a Rotunda picture •: far. +4'. "IV muliet version at Yale
* AS |*v**tb!v tvy.uti after Truiiilxilt lud txitiifto.-JoJ ihc
Mrgrr e n v , ftx m t*j3 he wrote, "1 have nearly 6nrsh«!
im yiiall cup* of UK Resigiuikju tifWashtii^lfJii.*''1
AJ. wnli li* iht&nwfttM, Tinn'W'I wi"4n*l tlw flop
*vj## 10 he a faiihiiii MOttd of A c event- Return.* be ttad
ntrt t^lt.- ivt the mihj.-.t iwit-il !!•»%, hnw-j-ii-r, hi- rn>iHm
tend dj&ki&iio in composing a hisioi -JcaBy actuate pietare. i'H.f-Mfrtuili,fi Im^piTr- MJ^IIKJ IJHII with the names
c4 those persons who w r e present at the Antupoh? Stare
House on Dcuciiilxr q , iT&t.bu! Trosnl>uJ>ocJj5dfiml liU:
nnrn-ain rtf only a 6>»' at u W mro 1 It copied riV %MH
of Washington fium his "v.11 DM pmiait of the peiicta!
<;( Jt. 411.' Al lea^KYmtitThirinnManmrpriTminhehxi
taken between r o c and r o t were cd'participants Li this
iteite; lie ahn MXTIW IM have Iwsetl the fijrjro of the two
w•-• sffien at die k i t 01 the baaconr pt^ip on his miniatures
afttlniai ( I M * . J Nhmfl WatWurih ( C W • -, •*),
alrSwugh neither woman wm ptvwnt at the event.* In
i l » T'tiltlNi'l VW I ptJMod VMfr In Mrwlim fiPTtMgrrw, asking them to seek WIT pc,trmin rrfrtw*rpecdeces
*urs.'Thc artist) qucri im bieitcteei was uK*uixtt»JuL,
hti»\s'rr, Sw a amhinptir^rv pMnphkT tk-*Tihmg the
Rotunda pWnuc noted that "a ten- w W heads have been
.KlnuiinJ ttt tht: [wimh^.' 1 He ahii lotTVKWxx* nevtnil
persons who vtn not in Anna^ofls at the imx. iarladinp
MiTllu WMhii^txi 4nU IKT grimUji^hurx jtiil Jutno
.VU(hwjn- 'Ihtmbufi expCjonrd to %(*1III«. "thw I may
bum J'! tin. Vfcypjt Kcaidorai) t IMK utti* Uiv W*AI.\
. t# pLuinjrym anK,Kigm< SpnTaron,— lema rwiter't
U^civic. n hkh t tliuii- ihc litininn Htf >Vt&l jusl.lV.'*'
Iriirneni'I t'xrrcwd nrrrtxr iKinv m ht» w-ptvwnrj
I * * ol'the .Senate Ctanibci. Perhaps 10 avxiid die lnxx-jf.iiu» rh.it had m*f!r inti 1 rhc Ihoatatten, he vrartd the
Aomroiis St«e House in I-SJJ. making both an oreralt
»JuruJi <t\ tlit iiiierkir and J detailed Mudy of die iimk
r^]^ra^v^dh^r7ec^T^t*^pt1f,adenT•^^•h^»^|f«|f +t+61
AltAou^ii Jit d.-i'viii^ tlcarh ft**** lite numcl ^td ihe
Ur^r pwtriK thar hsmg ahuvv IT, m Hjith wnxtrw cf rhf
{.'jutuUift Tiuiubult Ox»e •> uniit iicsc ikiatb. He aim
kt't txit the wiiidim^ tlank'tiK IIK nalieItdinid the[iroiid«n. Arid m-Ktc to* ruehv rtc*lt mow {hollow In eb>*
RotundwcTwxi.iiiiKMn'LT, ItL-tmittfL-miJ lln.-?u!f-ittuiid
fnrre *irn nak lejnr* TO ndw-t hmtn the n r t r ro rhf
visthirS ^jtllesv JA tijhl. Tr'amlmt! usoi lln. *JMW rM*i'-..jm- annetiatpi in thw K W -M ;n the /XMIIOBWR, p«HMv
as a means of raidwvnljt die Uienvux. tuiineLlunii t«cn*txji the. m « patotmg*. N^wv ot'rhr hmrtntrv twnt TO

Sketches of the Old Senate Chamber by John Trumbull. Helen A. Cooper, John Trumbull: The Hand and Spirit of a
Painter, (Yale University Art Gallery, New Haven, 1982) pp. 88-90.

Accession: MSASC 5287-2-146

Annotation: John Trumbull's 1822 sketch detail on the back of the full room sketch shows
the entablature breaks out at the columns and the pulvinated frieze is noted to be oak
leaves having an x-banding at the center. Trumbull does not indicate where this detail is
found, but the circa 1868 stereoview photographs verify its use on the gallery but not on the
engaged columns of the niche. Although it is unlikely, the break-out frieze could have been
used at the overwindows if the goal was to contrast with the niche and doors, although this
would be atypical.
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Edge of Dais Riser

Lossing, Benson J. The Pictorial Field Book of the Revolution, Volume II. Published, 1851,
Page 842 describes the scene of Washington's resignation, December 23, 1783.
Accession: MSASC 5287-1-165

Annotation: This view shows the dais projecting quite far into the room. Washington
appears to be standing only one riser up from the floor. (The physical evidence suggests
that - at least where it touches the front wall - the bottom tread was about two feet deep.)
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1868 black and white stereocard image taken from the gallery and facing the speaker's niche in the Old Senate
Chamber. George Forbes Collection. Courtesy of the Md Historical Society, P 3.8

Accession: MSASC 5287-4-132

Annotation: Photographs are typically more accurate than artists' renditions. This is the
only known photograph of the speaker's throne (as the niche and dais were referred to in
the 1789 Columbian Magazine layout). This photograph shows a robust feature with
significantly more visual presence than what was replicated in 1905. The columns barely
contact the wall in this photograph, whereas in the 1905 recreation they are l/3 r d buried in
the wall.
Likewise the entablature of the pediment does not break back around the columns in this
photograph (the way they do in the 1905 replication), but instead project boldly over the
president's chair, providing in essence a roof over his head.
The survival of the niche, its architrave and flat-paneled pilasters through the 1878 and
1905 remodelings is a great gift. It is from these that much of our knowledge of the room's
finishes derives (beyond a few small displaced fragments reused or left in crevices around
the room).

Niche and Dais

Circa 1886 Photograph of Old Senate Chamber MSASC 1556-116

Accession: MSASC 5287-5-10

Annotation: Apparently the recess of the original niche and its architrave survive behind
the curtain. The 1886 photograph shows the new dais, desk and president's chair, as well as
the major drapery and valence behind.

The 1898 photograph shows more detail from another vantage point.
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Undated handwritten notes from J. Appleton Wilson manuscripts:

... "Niche. The niche itself was intact-& a photograph gave the
rest - in connection with fragments which were preserved - the
height of the platform was shown on floor of niche. Shape of
platform from drawing in Columbia Magazine. "...
Accession: Undated manuscript, Maryland Historical Society, MS 833 - Box 6

Annotation: What fragments were preserved? A modillion bracket that had some wall
plaster attached would almost certainly have come from a pediment, however it could have
just as easily come from the gallery.
In several places, Wilson mentions two pilasters found in a way that implies a connection
with the gallery, but the pilasters at the gallery today are from 1905 and do not match the
ghosting that confirms a pilaster with entasis was originally used. Could the pilasters found
be the ones for the niche, meaning the only intact elements at the niche were those run in
plaster? This will need further investigation. The pilasters at the niche do appear to be
nailed with cut nails.
As to the height of the dais being shown on the floor of the niche, they confused the line for
the top of the baseboard as the floor line.

Niche and Dais
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M A B T U S P HISTORICAL MAGAZINE.

made by Mr. W. M. Chase, 941 W. Franklin St. On writing
to him he said he could find no negatives of the old Chamber
but sent me a small photograph of the wall opposite the gallery
which was he had discovered, in an old sample book. Of
course this was exactly what we lacked, and gave us the columns, and entablature about the niche. I then wrote for a
photo of Trumbull's picture in the rotunda of the Capitol at
Washington, and Mr. Elliott Woods, the Architect in charge,
sent me a very clear print This picture was painted in 1814
and from it we were able to reproduce the hoods and consoles
above the two small doors, one of which is false. The photographs had been taken about 1868 before any changes had been
made in the room except that the chimney breast had been
removed. As Mr. Frederick has stated that he had prepared
careful drawings of the gallery so that it might easily be reproduced, 1 asked him that we might have the advantage of these.
He replied, under date of June 16, 1905, that he had given
up his office, and such papers as he had retained were packed
away, and he was about to leave the City for some montim and
could not comply with my request.
The small photograph of the South wall also showed the main
doorway and the enclosure below the gallery for spectators.
This had small swing doors with panels of gathered silk, and
on each side, a small bracketed seat for a door keeper. These
were reproduced as accurately as a minute examination of the
photograph admitted. In my constant search for authorities
I found a copy of the Columbian Magazine published in
Philadelphia, February, 1789, which contained a short notice of the State House, and more important still, a plan of
the main floor. This plan showed the gallery columns on the
floor, the location of fireplace and doors in West wall. These
were merely confirmatory, but the " Throne " for the Speaker
was all important and was shown as three risers above floor
and of an oval shape, somewhat flatter than a half circle. This
was carefully followed. It also gave the original staircases,
one on either side of the building, from a landing of one of

>
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>

19 March 1927 - Restoration of the Old Senate Chamber by J. Appleton Wilson. From the Maryland Historical
Magazine. MSASC 1455
Accession.: MSASC 5287-7-105

Annotation:
Photographer W. M. Chase provided the circa 1868 photograph of the niche.
•

1878 Architect Mr. Frederick had packed up his drawings and could not get to them in
order to assist the restoration.
1905 dais reconstruction was based on the Columbian Magazine floorplan of 1789.
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these, the gallery was reached These had disappeared many
veiirs ago, and the hall in which they stood had been changed
to rooms so that it was not possible to reproduce them. A new
stairway was accordingly provided carefully designed on lines
of the period. This does not show in the Senate Chamber
and is really no part of the true restoration. To throw, if
possible, more light on the matter X wrote the Director of the
School of Fine Arts of Yale University asking for any drawings or sketches by Trumbull which they might have, but without success. The Washington picture, strange to say, shows
the gallery at the North side of room instead of the South
«de. This i9 remarkable for a man noted for his accuracy of
detail but in Logging's " Field Book of the Revolution," on page
187, it is stated that the Artist, for the purpose of having the
proper light, and shadow has omitted the three large windows
(there are really four). The painting shows a delicate sage
fieen on the walls. In searching for the proper color, I removed several coats of paint from a spot on the inside of niche
tnd just before reaching the original plaster, came upon the
identical color. This was repeated with the same Teault in
several other places on tho walls, so confirming Trumbull's
extreme accuracy.

A

It was plain that the two windows in the North wall, and
four on the East, had not been changed in any way since the
building was erected. The brickwork was undisturbed, and the
nibbed aud bonded flat arches over the openings were as they
had been placed. On removing the modern panel work below
the sills on the inside, the brick jambs were found extending
to the floor. The question then arose, had there been Beats
below the sills? Correspondence with those who had been
familiar with the room since 1845, as Judge Hagner and
others, developed that they well remembered the wide seats
and had often laid hate and papers upon them, and rested on
their cushions. The window sash were carefully copied from
originals in the towcT, and 24 lights to a window was decided
upon as the usual division and the best for the purpose. We

Restoration of the Old Senate Chamber by J. Appleton Wilson. Maryland Historical Magazine, March 19, 1927.
MSA SC 1455
Accession: MSASC 5287-7-105

Annotation: The J. Appleton Wilson team found green in the niche that matched
Trumbull's 1822 painting and deemed it to therefore be original.
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Circa 1905. Photograph of the Restored Old Senate Chamber. George Forbes Collection - MSA SC
182-02-0086
Accession.: MSASC 5287-11-429

Results of the 1905 restoration effort:
* Dais with three steps per Columbian Magazine of 1789;
* Engaged columns and pediment as per circa 1868 photograph;
* 1878 plaster between columns and outside of niche architrave;
* 1770s niche, niche architrave, necking band in plaster & paneled pilasters in wood.
Physical evidence shows the dais was only two steps high and a foot larger in radius. The
1905 engaged columns and pediment are anemic and do not project sufficiently out of the
wall. The columns should start out a step lower and be almost full round and just touching
the wall. The cornice of the pediment should not break forward at the columns (continuing
fully projected forward the full length as in the 1868 photograph) and the leaves should be
oak in an overlapping or wave pattern as opposed to bay leaves laid one-dimensionally.
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Circa 1947 Photograph of the Old Senate Chamber by M.E. Warren. MSASC 1890-01-3
Accession. MSASC 5287-11-429

Annotation: Post 1940's restoration, the "President's Throne" was painted as a unit in offwhite as opposed to having the flat and curved plaster of the niche repeat the wall color.

Niche and Dais

Looking up at the intersection between 1878 plaster in the spandrel over the niche with the
1905 plaster directly on the adjacent brick wall. The blue-painted area was generally
exposed while the rest of the photograph to the right was covered by the engaged column.
These plasters are typical of the wall plasters used during their respective periods.
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Right edge of niche detail

The 1878 lath almost obscures the original lath. The line between the 1770s original
basecoat is clear. Not only is the thickness of the original plaster of interest, but often wall
paints lap over onto the edges of projecting decorative work. The spandrel may not be
treated the same as the field of the wall, but it may have been. Either way, knowing what
interleaves the trim finishes will be of great interest.

Niche and Dais

Right edge of niche with 1878 plaster sectioned and partially removed up to the original 1770s
plaster of the niche's arched architrave.

The 1905 and 1878 wall plasters were directly on the brickwork. The 1878 plaster was
furred out only at the spandrels of the niche.
The 1770s plaster was furred out on the exterior walls and the niche happens to be on an
exterior wall, rather than being a unique situation just for the niche. Thus the furring strip,
lath and base coat of the 1770s is just the wall plaster that happened to be protected by the
decorative plaster of the architrave that was not removed in 1878.
One can extrapolate that where the built-up decorative plaster occurred, it was placed
over the standard wall base (or scratch coat) with the brown coat and finish of the wall
abutting the decorative work.
The different layering after the base coat will mark the base coat, but probably leave no
trace on the brick below. Where directly on the brick and with furring obviously there will
be little chance of ghosting showing up at all.
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from three to two risers

The top of the 1905 dais has now been lowered by one riser to approximate the original dais
height. The unplastered space above the new landing implies a baseboard of approximately
that height. There should be a paint line to correspond with the actual top edge of the base.

With 1905 plaster removed and the 1905 dais bottom two risers returned to their 1905
position, the original top riser location is most readily seen.

Niche and Dais
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The position of the ghosts for the original first or bottom step makes a broad base (about
24") to the two-riser dais. This would allow those speaking to rise up one step from the
floor, but not occupy the top of the dais that was reserved for the Senate President.

While the pilaster was stripped in 1905 after
the column was installed, it retains early
finishes beneath the 1905 column base.
Paint line of the 1905 base
to the engaged column

Paint line of the original base to
the free-standing column that only
touched the pilaster at the base
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Original paneled pilaster at right of niche

After the top 1905 step had been removed lowering the dais

Before dais lowering

A =Paint line of 1905 engaged column base (column and base connected with wall)
B = Paint line of original engaged column base (engaging only at base)

Photographs by the John Greenwalt Lee Company, 2008
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Trimming from the end of a dais tread and partial riser that was found under the existing
1905 dais when pulled out from the wall. Showing a longer nosing than the existing dais
treads, it is probably from 1878.
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Locations of original versus 1905 dais risers and treads:

Reused pieces of 1878 trim functioned as grounds for the 1905 baseboard, providing an
example of the two-toned graining used throughout the building in 1878 (and remaining
under paint in many chambers to this day.)

Reused board exhibiting
1878 maple graining
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Signed and dated interior of right hand engaged column at niche: Sept 14th 1905.

Although the curved plaster of the niche, the banding, and the pilasters appear to be
original, the rest of the surrounding details of the niche are 1905 recreations. This was
further confirmed with discovery of the signature and 1905 dating found inside the righthand column. It is interesting to note that the September date of installation is less than a
month after the Restoration Committee began a statewide appeal for more information and
photographs that might guide their restoration efforts.
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An English example of a Masonic throne that is reminiscent of the President's
Throne niche/chair/dais arrangement in the Old Senate Chamber.
Note these features were intended to extend overhead and to the sides to break
drafts and provide a prominence for the seated head.
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There are numerous similarities between the front door at Hammond Harwood on
Maryland Avenue (built 1772) and the appearance and function of the Old Senate
Chamber niche design.
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"President's Throne" Summary
There has always been a formal embellished location for the President's Seat. The original State
House plan shows a built-in seat, but no dais. The floorplan published in the Columbian
Magazine in 1789 shows a semi-circular/elliptical dais, with three lines used to depict this
element, implying the dais was accessed up three risers. Trumbull's 1822 sketch shows a semicircular dais with only two risers. Lossing's 1851 engraving shows a dais projecting far enough
into the room to allow the secretary's desk to reside upon it. The 1868 photo of the niche shows
an American Empire double desk for the secretary well forward of the niche and it appears that
the entire area behind it is raised, implying a larger rectangular dais.
In 1878, the entire room was stripped to the brick walls; floor and ceiling along with supporting
structures were removed as well. Only the plaster architrave of the niche and the plaster within
the niche [and possibly the wooden pilasters] survived in place. A very large podium backed with
a wide drapery flowing from an ornate cornice in the Renaissance Revival Style was installed
matching the detailing throughout the State House. The 1905 restoration rebuilt a diminutive
three-riser dais, based solely on the Columbian Magazine. Not having the benefit of Trumbull's
sketch or understanding the construction details of the niche, the 1905 team mistook the top of
the baseboard for the top of the dais and three risers were installed rather than the two that
physical evidence at the walls indicates. By starting with too small a footprint and reducing it
twice, the end result was an unusably small top landing.
Physical evidence of the earliest risers remains intact today, showing a dais whose bottom riser
projects outward about a foot further than the 1905 model, the second riser about four inches
more, and no indication of a third riser. This is additionally verified by the ghost of the original
engaged column base against the paneled pilaster at approximately 6" lower than the 1905
imprint. Additionally the location of the shoe under the niche itself, which should sit upon the
finished floor of the top riser, is at a height for only two risers. The larger dais landing suggested
by this evidence creates a more usable space for the President's desk and chair with enough room
to stand comfortably behind the desk. The wider bottom riser provides a comfortably broad space
for a speaker to stand, while still being one respectful step down from the President.
The niche, paneled pilasters and carved architrave are original; the pediment and engaged
column are 1905 replicas. When removed during investigation, the right hand column revealed
signatures and the date Sept 14, 1905. Unfortunately the 1905 work only generically followed
that shown in the 1868 photograph. The niche pediment, supported by virtually full columns,
should have projected from the wall to create an imposing alcove for the Senate President.
Trumbull's sketch depicts engaged columns that barely touch the wall at their base, rather than
being one third buried in the wall as in the 1905 reconstruction. This detail was confirmed by the
1868 photograph. That view also shows that the entablature was not broken back between the
columns as it is now, but projected full depth over its entire length. The added presence created at
that niche by these projecting columns and a full, unbroken entablature would be significant.
While the 1905 throne recreation includes all of the necessary parts, it fails to provide the
impressive presentation of the original arrangement.
The niche paint reveal uncovered a parchment-colored stone-like finish. The section of architrave
initially sampled only showed a post-1905 paint sequence. A careful search will be necessary to
locate untouched areas that will provide verification of the paint finish on the trim.
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GALLERY
Chronology:
1772

Original plan shows no gallery

1777

Change order was proposed by Charles Wallace during construction for a gallery
Gallery for use by Governor, House and Council members, Chancellor & Judges

1779

Complete gallery is described as "more elegant than required"
Likely a dropped beam construction with cornice moldings; pilasters had entasis

1789

Columbian Magazine rendering depicts four gallery columns connected at balustrade level
with a straight line (suggesting ends were not curved)

1792

Seats for doorkeepers added
Risers and pews installed in the lobby below
Lobby front created by continuing "plain dado" wainscot between columns
Entablature may have been repaired; everything whitewashed

1822

Trumbull sketch shows gallery receding between outermost columns; breaks in entablature
are indicated to the outside of each column
Beam on underside of gallery creates a coffered ceiling for lobby
Pulvinated frieze is clearly noted to be of oak leaves with "x" banding at center

1851

Gallery appears to end at outside column carried on beam to back wall
Lossing drawings shows no break in frieze

1868

First photograph shows what is believed to be original columns, entablature, balustrade.
Also shows (likely) 1826 ceiling and cornice; 1792 partition between columns; 1830s gates.

1878

Gallery removed, claiming original construction was of insubstantial material.
Claim of careful measurements and accurate drawings being made.
Earlier joist pockets remain infilled and plastered over until 2008

1886

Iron fence installed to define visitor's area

1905

Reproduced gallery, door and vestibule to hallway, and doorkeepers sets "as accurately as a
minute examination of the [1868] photograph permitted."
Stair to gallery created "based on lines of the period."
Location of columns off from 2" to 16": central columns 4" wider apart, outer columns foot
further from wall as determined by simple photogrammetry with 1868 photograph.
Two pilasters found in State House cellar. Placement determined by blocking on wall.
Pilasters without entasis end up 4" out of position (per photogrammetry)
Doorway lintel to gallery above was located under plaster
Balustrade 3" too tall
Ceiling replaced and 1878 cornice replicated
Land Office candle box of fragments provided pieces of gallery entablature to match
Mr. Randall provided two of the original columns that he had stored in barn for years
Width of gallery determined from Hayward & Bartlett 1858 plans for heating system

Gallery
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First Floor Plan
Drawings by Joseph Horatio Anderson, circa 1772, used by the State House building contractor, Charles Wallace, an
Annapolis merchant. (From the John Work Garrett collection of the Johns Hopkins University, GAR 22)

Annotation: MSASC 1556-110

Annotation:
This original plan shows no gallery. The gallery was a change order addition in 1777
proposed by Undertaker Charles Wallace.
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c. January-February 1777 - Proposal from Charles Wallace to erect a gallery in each House of Assembly. Maryland
State Papers (Series A), MSAS 1004-18-3500, 6636-15-193A.

Accession No.: MSA SC 5287-11-462

Annotation:
It appears that the gallery was an afterthought - an addition during construction. Having
the plan would be quite helpful now.
Despite the final memo, the banisters are interrupted in the center by the pediment.

Gallery
,
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By the C O M M I T T E E cppointed to report the contraS cni#rp^u<o by the iisfciaHenJaritfor building tbe tfadt-bouic with Mr. Charles Walljce, and to ^ $ » r e into and to report w&c
tber the contract hath been complied with by Mr.JIfollacc, aJiJ'j-uvicuIarly whether the * r t houfc is well fecured from ars; dam.ge from raifcjlnd for whatcaule the. roofof copper/^ •
taken off, and what has been done witn the faid copper ; and former that jtbe laid comuu.
e..quire into and report whether the galleries have been eredeu agreeable *©,ibe contract a*
with Mr. Waliace.
.1
V
• • f . , » ^ •, .
T H E committee have examined the ftadi-hvufe through***:, ;=d are of oyf • •>•, th\t mi,
* parts thereof air ftniflied with more elegance than was required by toe contfatt, particularly it
frontdoor, great hall, and court, the fenate hout'e aid houfe of' aflembly, i»prefident's ant
fpcaker's fcau, and the'galleries. Tbe other parti of the Mildiqg appear to be, ,/>ne in a msfter1 y and workmanlike manner, except the upper floor >«er the fenate houfe, wCyrh is indifferent.
The roof covered with cyprcls fhingks, and are very good of that kind. B rut | jt of ti*e dome
being anfhingled, the fame appear* to be receiving damage, and ate o. opinion the faid part
ought to be {Singled and made fecure. The repertory for the proceedings of the court of appeals, and for the armoury, unfimlh:*1 ; a ftnall part of the platitering in toe parapet unfinished ;
a door for the cellar, a trap-door on the roof, wanting; ai'o about hail the window-flutters (although put up) are unhung, and although the chimney* are ftnifhed, jrat the marble jambs and.
flabs are wanting.
Your committee are informed by Mr. Wallace, tbe contractor, tha^t the roof was covered wit'
copper in 1774, which w»s blcfwu off in September following fc^a ftorm, aad io damaged ?•
fpoiled, as to render it unlit for further ufe,-therefore fold by the contractor, as by hi* memo,
will appear.
_. . >
All which is fubmitted to the confideration of the honourable houfe.
Signed by order.
MICH. HARWOOD, cl. con»
^ • W ^ ^

11 11 . 1.

IIINIHIIIII M> 1.

III«O«HW»»W»>*»«^^

28 December 1779- Report of Charles Wallace's work on the State House by committee. Proceedings of the House
of Delegates, November Session 1779, Archives of Maryland

Accession: MSA SC 3204

Annotation:
Galleries deemed to be elegant, in fact more elegant than required, as Charles Wallace was
completing his contract in 1779.

page 177 of257

27 November 1779 - Votes and proceedings of the House of Delegates - November Session.
Chairs for the gallery contracted

The Question: "Mr. J Hall, Mr. Chase, and Mr. Quynn be appointed to
contract for the making of seats in the gallery and under which are to be
appropriatedfor the use of the governor, the members of the senate, and the
council, the chancellor, andjudges, when they think proper to attend any public
debate" - votes follow, passed in the affirmative, although not unanimously.

Annotation:
Although this reference is for the gallery in the House of Delegates it is indicative of the
intended usage which makes no mention of women's gallery.

Gallery

February 1789 Columbian Magazine

Accession.: MSA SC 5287-1 -171

Annotation: This is the earliest representation of the gallery with four columns below and
dotted line connecting them indicating the level of the balustrade above. Note the gallery is
drawn without curved ends. The dais (A) is curved, as is the bar in court #6, but then the
gallery in the Old Senate Chamber is represented as being straight. So what should be
trusted in a drawing that even delineates the columns on the dais and the volutes at the
base of the staircases at #7 and #8? Although the gallery appears to be spaced evenly
between the back wall and the left jamb of the chimney, it would be helpful in locating the
gallery to have had the windows depicted.

page 179 of 257

^

filfiAjuvru*

<tLas& tij%*4>*> /e^/'(

<Z~, -JU2

ttt,

,*,.,.

Mf£y4-\

^_&Bt?A*!rut/(i

I^Atedff vj ~ • —

ML')

--— H* ^

jit fafi*^s\*~xA /n< t£*&t*t — _ __
' U t s ^ W - i u m &fc3£**y&/ MtjfaJie^

M^/ #

if6*
V

State House account book for materials and repairs by John Shaw. John Work Garrett Library, Johns Hopkins
University, GAR 22. MSASC 5287-1 -18
Accession: MSASC 5287-1-173

1792 Gallery Changes and Additions:
•

"Making seats & floors for the lobbys"
(a lobby created under the gallery with pews and risers)

•

"The front done with plain dado work to correspond with the room"
(flushboard wainscot running between the columns and connecting to the
wainscot around the walls to separate the lobby from the rest of the room)

•

"2 seats for the Door Keepers and ...

•

"a Baize door"
(in this context the sound-dampening door would be associated with the
entry vestibule between the doorkeeper's seats).

Primarily this is a list of items added in 1792 and thus not present in 1783. The implication
is that when George Washington resigned his military commission, the gallery below
consisted of unobstructed floor running past the column to the back wall.

Gallery
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Sketches of the Old Senate Chamber by John Trumbull. Helen A. Cooper, John Trumbull: The Hand and Spirit of a
Painter, (Yale University Art Gallery, New Haven, 1982) pp. 88-90.

Accession: MSASC 5287-2-146

Annotation: In Trumbull's 1822 sketch of the Old Senate Chamber, the gallery recedes
between the outermost column and the wall, sufficiently to not be seen, although the beam
from the back wall to the column is visible beneath the entablature. Breaks in the
entablature are indicated to the outside of each column - this one-sided rendering may just
be demarcating the strong shadows.
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Lossing, Benson J. The Pictorial Field Book of the Revolution, Volume II. Published, 1851,
Page 842 describes the scene of Washington's resignation, December 23, 1783.
Accession: MSASC 5287-1-165

Annotation: Again, as in every view, the gallery appears to end at the outside column with a
beam connecting the back wall to the column (creating a recessed ceiling for the lobby).
Physical evidence suggests that something connected at the corner of the room. It is not yet
clear whether the two ends matched and how far out from the back wall the row of columns
was aligned, much less the intersection (or lack) with the outside wall.

Gallery

Circa 1868 back and white stereocard image of the lobby side of the Old Senate Chamber. George Forbes Collection.
(MSA SC 182-02-0501) Label, "Entrance doorway and visitors' gallery of Old Senate Chamber from a photograph of
1868", found with reproduction in Guy Weatherly Collection (MSA SC 617), probably taken from The Maryland State
House: A Memorial to John Appleton Wilson, 1931. (MSA Lib 1095.B5M2S7)

Accession: MSASC 5287-11-466

Annotation: This incredible photo, along with its companion taken in the opposite
direction, comes close to defining the room. The columns, entablature, and balustrade are
undoubtedly the 1777 gallery. Unfortunately the ends are not visible.
The ceiling and cornice are likely 1826 (having also been replaced in 1798).
The partition between the columns, the two doormen's seats hung on the columns, and
likely also the vestibule and baize doors, are later, dating to 1792.
The gates are later, maybe 1830s.
The use of complex photogrammetry would allow us to extra much more detail and
absolute dimensioning from this photograph and its companion.
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Based on simple photogrammetry
performed in Photoshop CS3
Extended, dimensions were
extracted from the 1868 photograph.
Since the plane of the film was
closely aligned parallel to the column
line; by knowing a single dimension
in the plane of the columns, other
dimensions in that plane can be
measured as well.

The two central columns in place today appear to be early, and thus the height of a column
flute is known. The flute to right of center is fully visible.
With this information, the arrangement in 1905 placed the two central columns 4" closer
together, while the two outer columns should be a foot further out (closer to side walls), and
the balustrade was made 3" too tall, causing the individual balusters to look quite skinny,
etc.

Gallery

Circa 1886. Photograph of Old Senate Chamber, MSASC 1556-116

Accession No.: MSASC 5287-11-429

Annotation:
Without the gallery post-1878, visitors were controlled/excluded with an iron railing
(foreground) defining the lobby.
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port outlining what had been done and what other work wax
nocesary. This report WM appended to hit message of that
year." The above is quoted from a long article which appeared in the Sun of Dec. 2«, 1903, by Mr. George A. Fredwick, who waa tho Architect in charge of the work at the
^ *time,and who prepared the report He continues: " Ail the
, plastering had been removed (from the Senate Chamber) and
/ restored from drawings and models made from casta of tbe
original ornamental parts. I much regretted in tins room,
heing compelled to remove the gallery, which for want of time
could not be replaced. It waa in a ruinous and dangerous condition. Careful measurements were taken and accurate draw
ings prepared of ©very part, so that nothing will prevent its
exact reproduction, il such should be determined upon. Not
only was the gallery in a ruinous condition, but its removal
at that time waa an imperative necessity, as the room itself
eodald not bo repaired, and the gallery (as it existed) kept in
position during the progress ol the work. The Board of Public
. Works fully realised thia, and held A special meeting to consider the course to pursue, and at I insist! ngly advised its
reconstruction Hbould be done in materials of more substantial
tharacter than those first employed, and as time was prra&ing
to get the chamber ready for the meeting of the General Assembly, and moreover, as the Board of Public Works already
had gone far beyond the appropriation made for the repairs,
.itconcluded it was better to leave tbe renewal and replacement
^(«f this work to the decision of the then fast approaching ses, *sion. With the close of tbe work at that time, my employment
£.U Architect ceased."

• >

J

£ ./He then says, " l a tbe latter half of 1877, night and day I
'lurked and labored for the State of Maryland in the cmnple-• tkra of the repairs, harder than ever I did in my life. The
f legislature, impotent to vent its resentment on the Board of
f* Public Works, for having as it claimed, transcended its powers
•.-» exoeeding the appropriation made, as afuo its defined objects,
s
. saw fit to punish me, the Board's agent, by withholding nearly

Restoration of the Old Senate Chamber by J. Appleton Wilson.
Maryland Historical Magazine, March 19, 1927. MSASC 1455
Accession: MSA SC 5287-7-105

Annotation: The gallery was entirely removed in 1878. The "careful measurements...and
accurate drawings...of every part" were not made available to the 1905 restoration team. If
these drawings could be located, they would be very valuable to a future restoration.

Gallery

RE8TORATIOW OF THE SENATE CKAMBEB.
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joists with steel beams and flat arches of terra cotta blocks.
The ceiling was then replastered and an exact reproduction of
the cornice replaced. The silken canopy on a large frame,
which covered the wall behind tbc speaker's platform was then
removed and behind it was found the niche in the thickness
of the wall, the level of its finish giving us the height of the
floor of platform above the floor of the room. The decoration
of the niche had disappeared. At this juncture a small photograph given me by Mr. Daniel R. Randall, showing the South
end of the room and the gallery, was invaluable, as without it
a true restoration would have been impossible. Mr. Shafer
of the Land Office, had been wise enough to save a candle box
full of the plaster modillions and fragments of the entablature
from the gallery front. These were carefully put together and
compared with the photograph, which gave us exactly what we
needed. The balusters were carefully copied from the photograph and the exact number used. Then Mr. Randall came
again to the rescue, and evolved two of the supporting columns
which had rested in his hay loft for all these years; this gave
us exactly the height of the gallery from the HOOTJ and we had
only to use them and have the others made. A plan prepared
by Messrs. Hayward & Bartlett in 1858 from actual measurement showed the location of these columns on the floor and so
we had the width of the gallery. This plan also showed the
Btairway and the true and false doors in "West wall. The two
wall pilasters which received the curved ends of the gallery,
were found in the State House cellar, and only needed bases
which were missing. The plaster was cut from the wall where
we assumed them to belong, and our guess was confirmed by
finding the original wood nailing blocks still in place in the
brickwork. The doorway to gallery was found in the same
way. When the plaster was removed, the doorway was there
roughly bricked up and with the original oak lintel over it.
These points determined, how were we to know the proper
treatment for the niche ? We finally ascertained in some way
which I have forgotten, that the small photograph had been

A

>

March 1927 - Restoration of the Old Senate Chamber by J. Appleton Wilson. From the Maryland Historical Magazine.
MSASC U55
Accession: MSASC 5287-7-105

Annotation: This description implies that the gallery should be so accurate that a photo
would not detect the differences. The shafts of the two outer columns do appear to be old
and probably original, yet photographs show significant differences between the 1868
photograph and the current gallery.
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL MAGAZINE.

made by Mr. W. M. Chase, 941 W. Franklin St. On writing
to him he said he could find no negatives of the old Chamber
but sent me a small photograph of the wall opposite the gallery
which was he had discovered, in an old sample book. Of
course this was exactly what we lacked, and gave us the columns, and entablature about the niche. I then wrote for t
photo of Trumbull's picture in the rotunda of the Capitol at
Washington, and Mr. Elliott Woods, the Architect in charge,
sent me a very clear print. This picture was painted in 1814
and from it we were able to reproduce the hoods and consoles
above the two small doors, one of which is false. The photographs had been taken about 18fi8 before any changes bad been
made in the room except that the chimney breast had been
removed. As Mr. Frederick haB stated that he had prepared
careful drawings of the gallery so that it might easilv be reproduced, 1 aaked him that we might have the advantage of these.
H e replied, under date of June 16, 1905, that he had given
up his office, and such papers as he had retained were packed
away, and he was about to leave the City for some months and
could not comply with my request.
The small photograph of the South wall also showed the main
doorway and the enclosure below the gallery for spectators.
Thia had small swing doors with panels of gathered silk, and
on each side, a small bracketed seat for a door keeper. These
were reproduced as accurately as a minute examination of the
photograph admitted. I n my constant search for authorities
I found a copy of the Columbian Magazine published in
Philadelphia, February, 1789, which contained a short notice of the State House, and more important still, a plan of
the main floor. This plan showed the gallery columns on the
floor, the location of fireplace and doors in West wall. These
were merely confirmatory, but the " Throne " for the Speaker
was all important and was shown as three risers above floor
and of an oval shape, somewhat natter than a half circle. This
was carefully followed. I t also gave the original staircases,
one on either side of the building, from a landing of one of

Restoration of the Old Senate
Chamber by J. Appleton Wilson.
Maryland Historical Magazine, March
19, 1927. MSASC 1455

Accession: MSASC 5287-7-105

In 1868, the doorkeepers seats
consist of a bracket on the column
supporting a round seat that wraps to
the front of each column.
The 1905 seats were built against the
partition to just touch the columns.

Annotation: Details associated with the 1905 gallery recreation were based on the 1868
photograph and supposedly "reproduced as accurately as a minute examination of the
photograph admitted." Based on inaccuracies between the doorkeeper's seats today
compared with the 1868 photograph, this claim must be questioned.
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these, the gallery was reached These had disappeared many
years ago, and the h«22 m which they stood had been changed
to rooms so that it was not possible to reproduce them. A new
stairway was accordingly provided carefully designed on lines
of the period. This does not show in the Senate Chamber
and is really no part of the true restoration. To throw, if
possible, more light on the matter I wrote the Director of the
School of Fine Arts of Yale University asking for any drawings or sketches by Trumbull which they might have, but without success. The Washington picture, strange to say, shows
the gallery at the North aide of room instead of the South
lide. Thh? is remarkable for a man noted for bis accuracy of
detail but in Logging's " Field Book of the Revolution," on page
197, it is stated that the Artist, for the purpose of having the
proper light, and shadow has omitted the three large windows
(there are really four). The painting shows a delicate sage
green on the walla. In searching for the proper color, T removed several coats of paint from a spot on the inside of niche
and just before reaching the original plaster, came upon the
identical color. This was repeated with the same Tesult in
several other places on the walls, so confirming Trumbull's
extreme accuracy.
It was plain that the two windows in the North wall, and
four on the East, had not been changed in any way since the
building was erected. The brickwork was undisturbed, and the
robbed and bonded flat arches over the openings were as they
bad been placed. On removing the modern panel work below
the sills on the inside, the brick jambs were found extending
to the floor. The question then arose, had there been seats
below the sills? Correspondence with those who had been
familiar with the room since 1845, as Judge Hagner and
others, developed that they well remembered the wide seats
and had often laid hats and papers upon thorn, and rested on
their cushions. The window sash were carefully copied from
originals in the tower, and 24 lights to a window was decided
upon as the usual division and the best for the purpose. We

March 1927 - Restoration of the Old Senate Chamber by J. Appleton Wilson. From the Maryland Historical Magazine.
MSASC 1455

Accession No.: MSASC 5287-7-105

Annotation: The 1905 stair to the balcony was based on what the restoration team believed
to be the "lines of the period."

Circa 1905. Photograph of the
Restored Gallery.
George Forbes Collection
MSA SC 182-02-0866

Accession : MSASC 5287-11-429

Annotation: The two outer columns are old and by tradition were salvaged from demolition
by Mr. Daniel Randall and stored in barn (capitals and bases 1905). Despite the 1868 photo
and a candle box of fragments Mr. Shafer of the Land Office Museum had salvaged from
the earlier entablature, the entablature appears to be only accurate in name of parts, not
size and detail, such that they appear to have been put together from whatever was
available in a 1905 decorator's catalogue. Compared with the 1868 photograph, not only
are the proportions of the balustrade off, but the leaf frieze is a different tree species laid
out in a different pattern. (The early picture shows an oak leaf frieze with acorns).
The pilasters, purported to have been found in the State House cellar, are 1905
workmanship in a Colonial Revival replication. Their original location is said to have been
based on finding wood blocks. The 2008 investigations however uncovered the blocks and a
crisp ghost across the masonry of a very different pilaster - one that has entasis and was 4"
closer to the back corner than where it was placed in this 1905 arrangement.
Although it was claimed that in the 1905 restoration the doorkeepers' seats "were
reproduced as accurately as a minute examination of the {1868} photograph admitted," 1 a
comparison with the photograph shows otherwise. The 1868 pre-modernization
photograph shows that the 1792 doorkeepers' seats were hung from the columns. The seats
engaged the front of the column at its middle rather than the side and the supporting
bracket returns back down to the column rather than to the gate screen as this feature
would not have been in place in 1792.
The continuation of the lower gallery enclosure to match existing flat wainscot already in
the room occurred in 1792. Prior to that, the doorkeepers' seats would have been the only
appendage to the columns at floor level.

Gallery

Describing the basis for the 1905 restoration, J.A. Wilson's undated handwritten notes recorded:

... "Gallery. Photographs taken before demolition - about 1868 - several of the
columns were preserved and also, two pilasters. The location of columns was
determined by a drawing made before demolition by Hayward & Bartlett, also the
pilasters on walls of the false door. Mr Frederick & Mr Davis- agreed that ends of
gallery were curved & the plaster having been taken from the walls the exact
point where pilasters had been fastened was shown by wood blocking in the brick
work. Fragments of the entire entablature were preserved in the Land Office- &
were copied exactly. The balustrade was carefully reproduced from the
photograph - Mr Davis said the partition or division which divided the floor
below gallery- from the remainder of the room- was straight- & its top member
mitred with chair mould. "...

Draft notes, "Reasons governing the Committee on Restoration," James Appleton Wilson, undated manuscript.
Maryland Historical Society manuscript collection, MS 833.

Accession: Maryland Historical Society, MS 833, box 6.

Annotation: Again, the 1905 restoration relies on the 1868 photo, which does not show
either end of the gallery, and the photo is not followed very closely for the elements it does
portray. The drawing by Hayward & Bartlett may have shown the gallery columns but
positioning the columns was not the purpose of the drawings; instead, the purpose was for
heating and ventilating work and possibly gas lighting. Drawings are often schematic when
depicting elements that are not particularly relevant to the project at hand. Even locating
gas lights on the columns would not necessarily make the draftsmen worry very much
about the columns' exact location because they are stationary elements that would not be
affected. Considering how loosely other elements in the photos were interpreted in 1905,
being off by more than a foot for the positioning of the columns seems to be within the
standard of accuracy.
Although plaster was removed from one pilaster location, the pilaster in place in 2007 was
the wrong shape (lacking entasis) and 4" out of position. Plaster was not removed from the
walls where the gallery floor and entablature intersected the walls and where the original
wooden structure would have pocketed into the masonry, providing much more
information about the original structure. Two of the columns remaining today appear to be
early, if not original, but their location - based on photogrammetry - appears to be from 2"
to 16" out of alignment across the front of the gallery. Opportunities for determining the
original depth of the gallery appear to have also been missed in 1905.
A curvature inward versus outward (convex or concave) was never clarified and although
the partition at the lobby level was to have been straight, the 1905 team angled it
backwards outside the two end columns to accommodate the window and false door that
would otherwise be bisected by a straight partition (based on the 1905 location of columns.)
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Note 1905 pilaster is straight sided whereas the original (ghost peaking out to right) has
entasis, or curvature as it narrows toward the top. Also, with the pilaster originally having
been set farther to the right (farther out into room), the contact point of the gallery
entablature would also move further out into the room.
The original pilaster predated risers and so would have continued down below the current
risers still in place.

Gallery
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On the underside of the gallery with 1905 wall plaster and pilaster removed, the ghost of
the original pilaster (offset from where it was set in 1905) and the edge of original plaster
(A) are clearly visible on the end of the chimney wall.
(Note the ceiling material that was removed here was more recent than 1905.)
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The vertical dark area on the end wall can be cleaned to bring it into sharper focus.
Infrared Photography (1500-2000 nanometer range) could also enhance the image.
Note: The cut out for the batten on the back of the wainscot. This indicated that the
wainscot was continuous and either the pilaster sat upon it or was deep enough to pass
down over it. Inspection of the ghost for the indication of base moldings and chair rail
height will assist in determination.
Note also the dark areas between the top of the pilaster and corner. This would be detailed
as a dropped beam wrapped in cornice moldings.

Gallery

There is a patch of early masonry infill that may be related to the original door to the hall
on the back wall approximately aligned with the right-hand column flanking the vestibule.

Schematic Finn
20Q1 i*t<*L 10 'KJiiLf lMfi'if 'e»t-irt
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1 '-0" to the left of the left-most 1905 column location:

Looking between joists of the 1905 reconstruction of gallery, 1878 plaster still covered all of
the area between joists, signifying that it was not observed in 1905. Once the 1878 plaster
was removed for the 2008 investigation, this infill was uncovered. Based on its size, this
large joist or girder apparently carried across to a column. (Common joists for spans
between the columns would have had narrow and shallower pockets than these principal
joist members.) The implication of this find is that the 1905 placement of the outer columns
is off by a foot.
Principal versus common joist pockets under 1878 plaster until uncovered in 2008.

Gallery

Yet unidentified alterations/patches at the far left end under the gallery at the wall
intersection.

Compared with the 1868 photo, it's hard to see the for the justification for the claim that
these were "reproduced as accurately as a minute examination of the photograph
permitted."
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2008 photograph with a circa 1868 vertical overlay

Using crude photogrammetry, the ca. 1868 photo was scaled to match the current photo by
scaling both photos to the length of the flute on a column. This is the only readily
identifiable element in both photos, as the two original column shafts were used in the 1905
recreation of the gallery. This process only scales elements in the plane of the columns.
Highly sophisticated photogrammetry can scale the entire photo.
A narrow vertical slice of the scaled ca. 1868 photo is here overlaid showing a distinct
discrepancy in the height of wainscot between columns, proportions of entablature, shape
and height of balusters, etc.

GaUery-

ZOOS photograph with a circa 1868 vertical overlay

Using crude photogrammetry, the circa 1868 photo was scaled to match the current photo
by scaling both photos to the length of the flute on a column. This is the only readily
identifiable element in both photos, as the two original column shafts were used in the 1905
recreation of the gallery. This process only scales elements in the plane of the columns.
Highly sophisticated photogrammetry can scale the entire photo.
Here a horizontal slice of the scaled circa 1868 photo is overlaid aligning with the column to
the right of the door. This is to point out how far the 1905 column spacing varies from the
1868 which was probably still the original.
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Gallery Summary
The gallery was a change-order recommended by Builder Charles Wallace during original
construction and accepted by the committee in charge. The original plan for the State House
shows no gallery in either the Senate or House of Delegates Chambers. When the construction
was nearing completion and the oversight committee visited to determine whether the undertaker
had done as directed and in particular, "whether the galleries have been erected agreeable to the
contract..." they found, "that many parts thereof are finished with more elegance than was
required by the contract."
The first time a visual representation of the gallery appears in the documentary record is in the
Columbian Magazine in 1789. This schematic plan shows four columns in a row connected by a
straight dotted line. If this follows common drawing conventions, the dotted line would represent
the balcony floor over freestanding columns whereas a solid line would represent elements at
floor level. The two outer columns for the gallery on this drawing are shown placed as close to
the side walls as the columns on the dais are to the end wall. This is obviously a schematic
drawing, but it does beg the question of why two features are shown with curved elements: the
dais represented with semi-circular lines and the stairs to what is now the governor's reception
shown with elaborate volutes, while the gallery - which is purported to have been curved
between the outer columns and the wall - is depicted with a straight line.
Action in the House of Delegates in 1779, which started with a presumably identical gallery,
sheds some light on usage, being a "...contract for the making of seats in the gallery and under
which are to be appropriated for the use of the governor, the members of the senate, and the
council, the chancellor, and judges, when they think proper to attend any public debate."
Interesting that general citizens were not mentioned. Were they expected to stand?
In the first half of the nineteenth century, several renderings of the room were executed to
commemorate George Washington's 1783 resignation. All of these views take varying degrees of
artistic license and none of these show how the gallery terminates at the wall. John Trumbull's
sketches from 1822 do however specifically call out "oak leaf frieze" and show the "X" banding
that occurs at the center of each segment of the frieze. The circa 1868 stereoview also fails to
include the end detail of the gallery. With the feature being demolished flush to the wall in 1877
we are now left with no visual representation of how the gallery ended on either side.
The 1792 John Shaw work order for the Senate provides much information about the original
arrangement through the requested changes: wainscoting was to be placed between the
previously free standing columns, risers with seats were to be built within this enclosed area, a
vestibule with baize doors added, as well as seats for the doormen to be hung on the interior
columns. All of these post-1783 alterations are shown in the circa 1868 photograph and were
reproduced in 1905 to varying degrees of accuracy.
In 1858, gaslighting was added to the building and the columns of the gallery each received a
single globe bracket. Following the 1878 remodeling of the entire building, the Old Senate

Gallery

Chamber was finished in the Renaissance Revival Style with no gallery, and only a decorative
wire fence to constrain the visitors at the rear of the room.
There was a public outcry at the removal of the gallery and alterations to the Old Senate
Chamber so that in 1894 a committee was constituted to study all available information on the
original design and make a recommendation on the feasibility of restoring the room. Some
interviews took place, the 1868 stereoview was acquired, plans from the 1858 heating engineers
were examined, and the wall where the chimneybreast had been was investigated. John
Trumbull's painting that hangs in the US Capitol was also examined. The Committee
recommended restoration.
In 1905 the restoration finally took place and the gallery was recreated based on the 1868
stereoview, two original column shafts, and some archived pieces of the entablature. The
accuracy of the work created the initial impression of the gallery in the 1868 photograph without
matching any detail other than the two columns that were actually reused (with the addition of
1905 capitals and bases). The gallery ends were given convex curves based on the recollections
of two individuals -Architect George Fredericks (1870s) and a long-term State House employee
Mr. Brooks - that the ends had been curved. However the execution of these curved ends pushed
the columns more than a foot farther from the side walls than indicated by the circa 1868
stereoview. That move significantly changed the proportions of the gallery front. The upper
balustrade was made three inches too tall, thus stretching the balusters and making the design
decidedly Colonial Revival rather than a copy of 1770's Georgian.
A number of other details, especially relating to the treatment of the ceiling on the underside of
the gallery [which should be recessed into the space between the structural timbers] are in
conflict with the known details of the 1770's gallery. Physical evidence found in 2008 shows that
the 1878 plaster was not removed beyond the door to the stair when they investigated the gallery
in 1905. The inaccuracy of the 1905 design in conjunction with the inclusion of all of the 1792
alterations - a fully enclosed area under the gallery with risers for visitors and seats for doormen
- presents a very different gallery from the one visitors to George Washington's resignation
speech would have looked upon in 1783 when the floor ran unobstructed to the back wall.
If they can be located, several artifacts and archival resources that still existed at the time but
were not used in the 1905 restoration could provide the remaining clues needed today for an
appropriate reinterpretation. The architect of the 1870s modernization claimed to have made
detailed drawings, but did not make them available to the 1905 restoration committee. And the
State House Land Office Museum at the time of the 1905 restoration apparently held fragments
of the Old Senate Chamber entablature and two pilasters in its collection. However this
collection was later de-accessioned to another museum.
Combining the circa 1868 photograph from archives, with George Fredericks' detailed drawings,
the entablature and pilaster fragments, and a close investigation of the walls to determine how
the gallery originally made contact with the walls should provide information for a replica that
would be convincing to the original craftsmen. A concerted effort must be made to follow all
leads to either a dead-end or relocation of these invaluable items that are critical to the successful
reinterpretation of the gallery's original appearance.
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CHIMNEYBREAST
Chronology:
1780

Cast iron flreback installed

1781

A pair of iron cranes supplied to Senate

1792

Fireplace altered to stop it from smoking
"Closs sheet" iron fireplace (possibly a closed iron fender to protect those nearby)
Possible stove installation

1796

Andirons

1798

Chimney taken down to foundation and presumably rebuilt, as it is later painted

1808

Painting chimneypiece

1822

Trumbull sketch shows mantle with a shelf and painting (likely of Pitt) above

1826

New fireplate and 28 eyes for fenders

1831

Soapstone installation, likely for hearths

By 1904

No chimney remains (apparently gone by 1878 and, without attribution, J.A.
Wilson states it was removed in 1858 with installation of central heating)

1905

Worked out a width for the jambs and recreated the chimneybreast
Paved the hearth with hexagonal bricks
Plastered the mantle and painted it black (recreated based on examples from the
period and using elements from the niche entablature)
Andirons, shovel and fork recreations were based on sketches by Mr. Brooks
Washington, Lafayette & Tilghman painting was hung above the mantle

post-1940 Removal of the mantle shelf and frieze from 1905
Masonry projection increased before installation of simple mantle without shelf
2008

Ghosts clearly show original wooden jamb outline a foot beyond the masonry
jambs to create a wide wood chimneybreast that could carry a sizable painting.

Chimneybreast

29 February 1780-

"Simon Retalack paid £255.00 for 2 iron chimney backs for the New Stadt House.
Auditor General (Journal) MSA S 150-4, Peter Force Collection MSA SC 4391, page 167"

Accession.: MSASC 5287-1-180

12 April 1781 "Allen Quynn paid £18 for 1 pair iron hands for the Senate Room.
Auditor General (Journal) MSA S 150-5, Peter Force Collection B-2 MSA SC 4391, page 270
Accession No.: MSASC 5287-1-186

Annotation:
Two chimney backs does not guarantee use in the Senate Chamber but two often implies
one each for House and Senate chambers.
£255 is a significant price for 1780.
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1792 State House account book for materials and repairs by John Shaw. Book notes accounts for repairs in the
Senate Chamber, House of Delegates Chamber, and sundry repairs in the State House, Government House, and the
Court of Appeals. Courtesy of The John Work Garrett Library of The Johns Hopkins University, GAR 22. (Permission
for use requires permission from The John Work Garrett Library of The Johns Hopkins University) (MSASC 5287-1-18)

Accession No.: MSASC 5287-1-173

Annotation:
* Altering the fireplace from smoking
* A closs [closed?! sheet iron fender
* A stove and fixing it [fixing implies attachment and setup]
This is an interesting relationship of having a fender for the fireplace and installing a stove.
Was the stove across the room from the fireplace to distribute the heat? Might the fender
be more of a fire screen to protect those nearest the fireplace from being scorched? {See
1905 recollections of the fireplace.} Also, was the stove actually installed?

Chimneybreast

31 December 1796-

"Senate orders the governor and council to direct twenty-four handsome commodious
chairs to be made for the accommodation of the senate, amongst which shall be a
presidential chair, also to order the senate room to be furnished with a pair of
andirons, and if they deem necessary, to order the room to be newly painted. "
(Vol. 105, 57)

Accession: MSASC 5287-1-177

Annotation:
A pair of andirons

10 July 1798-

"To Thomas Earle for taking two chimney jams down to foundation and building
them up again and taking the arch out and putting it in again and making good
working. "
Also various supplies and labor. £6:10:11 (this also appears on Shaw account of November 1798 for repairs to
Senate Chamber). Maryland State Papers (Series A) MdHR 6638/81/1-5
Accession: MSASC 5287-1-181

Annotation:
Masonry jambs and arch taken down to below the floor and rebuilt.

October 1798-

"To John Shaw for various materials and jobs, including painting pilasters in the
Council Room and the Chimney in the Senate Room and for an ornament for the
ceiling of the Senate room. "
Maryland State Papers (Series A) MdHR 6636/81/121

Accession: MSASC 5287-1-181

1 November 1808 -

"To William Sewel for putting panes of glass in the State House windows, putting in
the hall lamps, and painting the chimney piece of the Senate Room. "
Maryland State Papers (Scharf Collection) MSAS 1005-13917, MdHR 19,999-085-062. Accession: MSA SC 5287-2-149

Annotation:
Only the chimney is repainted in 1798 because it was just taken down and rebuilt per July
bill. It is painted again in 1808.
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Sketches of the Old Senate Chamber by John Trumbull. Helen A. Cooper, John Trumbull: The Hand and Spirit of a
Painter, (Yale University Art Gallery, New Haven, 1982) pp. 88-90.

Accession: MSA SC 5287-2-146

Annotation:
The mantle is complete with a shelf and was likely done in a Georgian design, but without
an overmantle, due to the presence of a life-size standing painting; probably the painting of
Pitt by Peale. (John Trumbull's 1822 sketch was produced several years before any of his paintings.)

Chimneybreast

1825-1830 GOVERNOR AND COUNCIL (Proceedings) MSA S 1071-36:
•

21 April - Washington G. Tuck ordered to cause the ceiling of the Senate Chamber and the
House of Delegates room to be carefully examined and if it is found necessary to have the
same repaired and put in a safe condition - also that Jeremiah Boyd cause such repairs to
be made to the top of the Dome of the State House as may be found absolutely necessary
for its preservation, as provided for by Resolution of the General Assembly.

•

21 April - Vachel Severe paid $8.25 for new Fire Plate for Senate Chamber and 28 Eyes for
Fenders.

•

25 October - Washington G. Tuck paid $269.52 for repairs of the ceiling of the Senate
Chamber and the House of Delegates under a Resolution of the last General Assembly.

•

27 December - Excerpt of message from Governor Joseph Kent to the General Assembly

"As required by the resolution No. 93, we caused the ceiling of the Senate
Chamber and of the House of Delegates, to be carefully examined, and being
found very much injured and unsafe, we had the old plastering entirely removed,
the work done anew, and the chambers put in complete order.
We also employed Mr. Jeremiah L. Boyd to make such repairs to the dome of
the State House as might be found necessary than was anticipated, that it is not
yet completed."
Accession No.: MSASC 5287-3-132

Annotation:
* No longer the original fireback and not nearly as expensive. Is this just economy?
* Eyes for fenders? Check original document for verification - are these like stove eyes?
* A ring to hold a vessel while warming? Does each senator have their own "eye"?
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14 July 1831 - Anderson paid $65.83 for soapstone for the fireplaces in the Senate and
House of Delegates Chamber, as well as for 2 helpers, fare, and board.
Maryland State Papers (Series A) MSAS1004 MdHR 6636-138-78

4- 23 July 1831 - Andrew Slicer paid $89.28 for repairs of the fireplaces in the Senate and
House of Delegates Chambers.
Governor and Council Proceedings 1830-1833..MSAS 1071-37

Accession No.: MSASC 5287-3-153

Annotation:
Soap stone and repairs for fireplace

Chimneybreast

Circa 1904 color postcard of the Old Senate Chamber before restoration

Accession: MSA SC 2215-19

Annotation: This postcard clearly shows there is no chimney breast. It was removed
because it was no longer needed after installation of a central heating system in 1858.
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found modern boxed inside shutters to all windows and have
allowed them to remain, only changing the mouldings lo conform with the period. Persons who had known the room
agreed that inside shutters had been used, which was confirmed
by the examination of nearly all the Annapolis houses erected
about the same time as the State House. The details for doors,
wash board, chair rail, Ac., were taken from actual examples
of the period. For the fireplace and mantel wc had nothing
to go upon but the testimony of persons who had been familiar
with the old room. This is also true of the fire irons, &e.
By removing the plaster the original joining of old and new
brickwork was TCTcaled, giving the width of chimney breast aa
8 ft. Judge Alexander B. Hagnor well remembered the fire
place and described it as a " huge rough cavern." Mr. S. W.
Brooks, who had been employed at the building for more than
fifty years, said he had always supplied it with four foot cord
wood sticks, so it was made four feet and six inches wide, and
very deep. The hearth was paved with original hexagon
brick* which had formed the floor of the main hallway, and
enough of which were fortunately recovered in the cellar. The
fireplace itself was lined with original old brick. No trace of
the mantel could be found as it was removed in 1858 when the
chimney was taken down. No trustworthy data could be had
except that it was of wood. A new mantel was designed, based
on well known examples of the time, with the same frieze which
appears in the gallery and above the niche. All the testimony
agreed that the facing waa of plaster painted black, which has
been followed.
The interior woodwork has been painted white, which was
almost universal at that period and which is confirmed by the
photograph of 1868. The washboard is black, and the delicate rail capping the enclosure below the gallery is of mahogany. Mr. Brooks said that the andirons were rough and heavy
with a long shovel and a kind of fork for mending the fire, all
of wrought iron. Sketches made by him and elaborated until
they Tnct his ideas were prepared, and put into the hands of

"Restoration of the Old Senate Chamber" by J.A. Wilson. Maryland Historical Magazine, Vol. XXII, March 1927
Accession No.: MSA SC 5287-6-127

Annotation: With plaster removed, J. Appleton Wilson's team found * Brickwork revealed width of masonry jambs at chimney as 8'
* Hearth hexagonal tiles originally from entry hall
* Mantle and chimney removed in 1858; no trace found
* Mr. Brooks said wrought iron andirons were rough and heavy with a long
shovel and a kind of fork for manning the fire.

Chimneybreast

Circa 1905 photograph of the Restored Old Senate Chamber, George Forbes Collection

Accession: MSASC 182-02-0086

Annotation:
This chimneybreast is a complete 1905 fabrication to replicate what had previously
been removed.
*

The mantle was based on period examples and elements from the gallery and niche.

*

Note the minimal projection from the wall (expanded in the 1940s restoration).

*

The andirons were custom made based on sketches of recollections from the mid-19th
century.

*

At this time the painting should be Washington, Lafayette and Tilghman by Peale.
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Circa 1947. Photograph of the Old Senate Chamber from the Balcony by M. E. Warren, MSASC 1890-01-3

Accession No.: MSASC 5287-11-429

Annotation: The ornate mantlepiece with shelf from the 1905 restoration, along with
overdoors, have been removed by 1947. The deeper projection of the fireplace masonry can
be seen in the considerable shadow it casts.

Chimneybreast

J. Appleton Wilson's undated handwritten notes on restoration evidence:

.... "Fireplace and chimney breast. The Trumbull painting shows the
breast as well as the Hayward & Bartlett drawings & when the plaster
was removed- We found the joining of old and new brick- giving us the
width as 8 feet. Judge Hagner well remembers the fireplace &
describes it as a "huge rough cavern. "
We found a man- S. W. Brooks- who has supplied it with four foot sticks
in the past- so we have made it 4'6" in width and veiy deep. The hearth
has been paved with hexagon brick taken from the original paving of
the main entrance corridor of the building- & it has been lined entirely
with the original brick.
Mantel. The mantel was removed so long ago, that all trace of it seems
to have been lost- We have not been able to get trustworthy data in
regard to it- except that there was a mantle of wood- & it does not
seem to have been elaborate. We have therefore designed one- based
on well known examples of that time, and have used the same frieze
which appears in the gallery and over the niche. Ex. Governor Whytesays it was faced with black slate or marble, many others as Wells &
Davis & Brooks- say it was faced with plaster painted black- As this
was very customary we have followed it"...
Draft notes, "Reasons governing the Committee on Restoration," James Appleton Wilson, undated handwritten
manuscript. Maryland Historical Society manuscript collection, MS 833.
Accession: Maryland Historical Society (not found on mdstatehouse.net), MS 833, box 6.

Annotation: They appear to have worked out the width of the masonry for the jambs. The
black painted plaster would be correct for post-Civil War era, when imitating the black
slate or marble was in vogue. Earlier it would have been whitewashed plaster, possibly with
some veins drawn in to simulate marble. The antiquarian impulse to reuse hexagonal
pavers from the hall is interesting, and possibly correct, but we cannot recall of other
examples of these used in hearths.
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With 1905 and 1940 plaster removed, the 1940s extension to the chimney face is clearly
visible. Chimney breast was removed when central heating made it redundant and was
reconstructed in 1905 as a very narrow projection from the wall. This was augmented later,
probably in the 1940 re-restoration.

Chimneybreast
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Chimney Summary
J. Appleton Wilson's article in the 1920s, indicates the original chimneybreast was demolished
around 1858 when the central heating system was installed, but we have not found a
contemporary reference to accurately place its removal. It was certainly gone following the 1878
modernization. The current masonry breast arrangement was determined by investigations in
1905. During their plaster removal, an eight-foot wide area of disrupted brickwork was revealed
in the wall where the jambs had been chopped off flush. The jambs were rebuilt within the
disrupted area and extended into the room approximately twenty inches. A 1940 revision added
an additional four inches of brick to the face of the chimneybreast bringing it out two feet from
the wall when plastered. The 1905 mantle reconstruction had little documentary evidence to
guide it and so was designed to be "typical of the period' with a rational blending of elements
from the gallery and niche photographs of 1868. In the 1940 revision, the shelf and frieze were
removed.
Currently available documentary evidence provides only a few interesting items before 1783.
Two chimney backs [for storing and reflecting heat into the room] were purchased for the State
House, probably for the Senate and House of Delegates, and a pair of cranes for the Senate. The
cranes were likely to hold kettles for drinks. Later entries relate to various campaigns to address
smoking from the ill-functioning fireplace, including the entire masonry stack being torn down to
the foundations and rebuilt in 1798.
Trumbull's recently unearthed 1822 sketch of the room shows a chimneybreast with a mantle
shelf that extends significantly above the firebox and has a painting above rather than an ornate
overmantle. In his sketch, the figure in the painting that adorns the chimneybreast appears to be
William Pitt, Earl of Chatham. Given his status as "friend of the Colonial Cause" in the English
Parliament it seems likely that his placement on the Senate chimneybreast was designed with the
intention of honoring him.
The 1905 fireplace furnishings [andirons, shovel, fork, etc.] are based on the recollection and
sketches of a Mr. Brooks who had worked at the State house for more than 50 years. The records
indicate that the items Mr. Brooks recalled would have been second or third generation
implements.
Physical evidence indicates that the finished chimneybreast originally consisted of more than just
the masonry jambs, but was instead boxed in to create a nearly ten-foot wide breast. Often
chimneybreasts of this period would have larger and more elaborate presentation surfaces
constructed around or in addition to the masonry necessary to achieve a successful fire. The
ghosting on the wall a foot beyond each of the masonry jambs implies this chimneybreast was
boxed in and faced with flush boarding while the sides were probably plastered on wood lath.
Flush-boarded chimneybreasts consist of wide vertical boards creating the outside edges of the
chimney face. Horizontal boards fitted down into place between them in grooves on their sides
created a completely flat presentation face. In this case, the decorative elements up to the shelf
and the painting were then hung from this wooden armature.

Chimneybreast

Wooden chimneybreast from Menokin in
Warsaw, VA shows how the wide horizontal
boards stack within the verticals that box the
the outside edge of the masonry jambs to create
a broader face above the mantle to carry a large
painting the width of the fireplace opening.

Based on typical construction of the period, one would expect a mantle much more like that
recreated in 1905 than the 1940 arrangement. However with the wider chimneybreast
created by the wooden boxing of the mantle, creating a 10' face beyond the 8' masonry
jamb, it would be more likely that other elements, such as brackets or tablets, would have
interrupted the frieze.

Ballroom mantle at the Brice House, Annapolis,
shows another arrangemen for a broad wooden
chimneybreast to carry a large painting that
extends to the oak-leaf frieze band of the cornice.
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FLOORING
Chronology:
1792

John Shaw work order calls for new carpet, implying carpeting already existed.

1807

New carpet installed.

1825

New carpet installed.

1868

Stereocard shows wall-to-wall carpeting.

1878

Floor structure and flooring replaced. No mention of carpet, but photo shows
wall-to-wall carpeting.

1886

Photograph shows wall-to-wall carpet.

1905

Narrow tongue-and-groove floor installed. No carpet.

1939

Salvaged pine flooring from another site installed. No carpet.

Flooring

1792 State House account book for materials and repairs by John Shaw. Book notes accounts for repairs in the
Senate Chamber, House of Delegates Chamber, and sundry repairs in the State House, Government House, and the
Court of Appeals. Courtesy of The John Work Garrett Library of The Johns Hopkins University, GAR 22. (Permission
for use requires permission from The John Work Garrett Library of The Johns Hopkins University) (MSASC 5287-M8)

Accession No.: MSASC 5287-1-173

The floor gets a new carpet in 1792, implying that an old carpet was already in place. This
old carpet was likely in place in 1793. It would likely have been a Brussels carpet as a
ingrain carpet might not have been sufficiently elegant for the room. It could possibly have
been a Wilton (looks like brussels with the loop pile cut open to create a plush carpet), but
at twice the cost, only the very wealthy could afford these. Considering the "carved" details
in the room were plaster rather than wood or stone, it is likely the carpet was a brussels. A
carpet expert should be able to tell us would have been available in 1792 for $280 (and
might it have been from the first U.S. mill started in Philadelphia in 1791?) Most of these
carpets were woven in strips approximately 27" wide and sewn together on site making
transport easy.
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25 March 1 8 0 7 -

"Governor and Council considers the resolution authorizing them to order such
repairs to be made to the Senate Chamber and the Room occupied by the House
of Delegates as to them appears necessary. Likewise, the Resolution authorizing
them to furnish the House of Delegates with twenty-one convenient writing desks
and so forth came to the following order. That William Tuck be employed to do the
workmanship in carrying out the designs of the Legislature into effect as relates to
fitting up and repairing the House of Delegates Room. Ordered that the room be
laid off in circular form, and that the desks be raised one above the other, as
nearly like the room occupied by Congress as may be practicable. Ordered that
said House of Delegates by furnished with a new carpet and completed by the
time of the meeting of the Legislature. Also, ordered that James Lusby and Robert
Davis be employed to fit up the Senate Chamber, by repairing the desks and
chairs now out of repair and make as many new ones as may be necessary to
complete the number of fifteen, and that the said Senate Chamber be provided
with a new carpet. "
Governor and Council (Proceedings), 427-428
Accession: MSAS 1071-30

Annotation: New carpet in 1807.

Flooring

7 May 1825
"Ordered that the walls of the Senate, House of Delegates and Executive Chamber and
Committee rooms be yellow washed, the ceilings and stucco cornice be cleaned, the
woodwork painted, that suitable carpet be put down in the said chambers and the desks
repaired under the direction of the Governor. "

23 July 1825
"Andrew Sheer paid $119.50 for making carpet, repairing and varnishing desks and chairs
and painting in the Senate Chamber. "

Governor and Council (Proceedings) 1825-1830.

MSAS

1071-36

Accession: MSA SC 5287-2-144

Annotation: Carpet again in 1825.
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Circa 1868 back and white stereocard image of the lobby side of the Old Senate Chamber. George Forbes Collection.
(MSA SC 182-02-0501) Label, "Entrance doorway and visitors' gallery of Old Senate Chamber from a photograph of
1868", found with reproduction in Guy Weatherly Collection (MSA SC 617), probably taken from The Maryland State
House: A Memorial to John Appleton Wilson, 1931. (MSA Lib 1095.B5M2S7)

Accession: MSASC 5287-11-466

Annotation:
Wall to wall carpeting may have been an original feature of the room. Records show many
carpets purchased and put down, lasting about ten years. In 1792, a new carpet is
purchased, the first on record, but implying there is an old one to be replaced. The circular
register in the floor is central heating from 1858.

Flooring
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BE8T0BATI0N OF THE SENATE CHAMBER.
JT. APPLETOK WIWOH.

77i« Maryland Historical Magazine for December, 1007,
contains a paper prepared by Mr. DeCouroy W. Thorn, on
the restoration of the old Senate chamber at Annapolis. This
gives the general facts connected with the -work, but perhaps
a brief account of the steps taken in securing accurate data
for the work of restoration, to the end that each portion should
be as nearly as possible a true copy of the original, might be ot
interest.
" In 1876 the Legislature had appropriated a sum of money
for the excavation of a cellar and the installation of a beating
plant, under the old State House. So cellar had been originally provided, and there was bat little ventilation below the
ground floor. When the woTk was begun, it was found necessary to underpin the outside walls, except the North wall, from
three to five feet. Then it was discovered that the floor timbers were absolutely rotten where they rested in the walls, and
otherwise in places. This Jed-to an examination of the timbers
of the roof, tower and second floor, where nearly similar conditions existed. The flooring consisted of three layers which
had been simply nailed, one over the other, as the under floor
had become worn. On the roof ves found four or fire successive layera of tin, one above another, the lowest, which was
probably the original covering, was composed of small loose
unsoldered pieces, kid with a lap as is usual with shingles or
slate. The wood sheathing was nearly all badly decayed. The
floor above the Senate Chamber had sagged some five or six
inches in the centre, and was held up by huge chains encased
in clumsy wooden boxings, the chains hung from the roof
trusses, equally detrimental and dangerous. Before the meeting oi the Legislature of 1878, for whose accommodation the
work was rushed night and day, Gov. Carroll requested a re-

"Restoration of the Old Senate Chamber" by J.A. Wilson. Maryland Historical Magazine, Vol. XXII, March 1927
Accession No.: MSASC 5287-6-127

Annotation: In 1878, the floor was replaced - both structure and flooring.
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Circa 1886. Photograph of Old Senate Chamber, MSASC 1556-116

Accession No.: MSASC 5287-11-429

Another wall-to-wall carpet in 1878.

Flooring

Circa 1905. Photograph of the Restored Chamber. George Forbes Collection MSA SC 182-02-0086

Accession No.: MSASC 5287-11-429

Annotation: New, very narrow pine tongue-and-groove flooring installed in 1905.
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September 25, 1939.
Letter from Mr. C. Eugene Tovell to Mr. Fowler stating that the cost of tearing up and replacing
the flooring, removing and replacing the door heads, replacing a column cap on the speakers
platform, and fixing up the mantel will cost $914.00.
He then suggests:

"The most satisfactory way of handling the job would first be, the removal of the
present flooring and the removal of the two door heads and mantel top, and then
we would lay the old pin for finish. At the same time we would install the new
door heads and repair the column on the speakers platform. The next operation
would be the covering of the floor with good building paper, erection of
scaffolding, repairing of plasterwork and painting. This work of course would be
done by others. We would then hand scrape the floor and apply the finish decided
upon, which in this case we would recommend the hot wax process. " (p. 659)

Annotation:
New floor of salvaged pine
Current floor was installed during the 1940 restoration, it is a random-width southern
yellow pine salvaged from a source not associated with the State House. It has a nail
pattern completely disassociated from its original context and does not relate to an
historic floor framing arrangement.

Flooring

Circa 1947 photograph of the Old Senate Chamber from the balcony by M.E. Warren. MSASC 1890-01-3.

Accession: MSASC 5287-11-429

Annotation: Newly-installed salvaged pine floor. (This is still in place in 2008)
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During the archaeological investigation of 2008, the landing of the 1905 dais was removed
and the top lowered by one riser to approximate the original dais in height (as shown by
physical evidence). The unplastered area at the base of the niche implies a baseboard of
approximately that height.

Before: 1905 dais created a diminutive landing

After: 2008 removal of top riser achieves
a dais closer to original proportions,
including a broader landing

Flooring

Floor Summary
The current flooring in the Old Senate Chamber was salvaged from another building and
installed in 1940 to provide character and a sense of age in a room that had very little of either
remaining from its historic period.
The documentary record includes a string of work-orders requesting installation of new carpets.
This suggests the room likely started out with the 18th century version of wall-to-wall carpeting.
New carpet was ordered in 1792, 1807, and 1825. Archives has photographic evidence of the
circa 1868 and 1886 carpets. The floor was likely bare for the first time in 1905. At that time they
chose a high grade of narrow yellow pine that epitomized the uniformity of turn of the century
floors. Apparently this was sufficiently offensive to the antiquarian sensibilities of the 1940
restoration committee such that it was replaced with salvaged antique flooring.
The structure of the floor was also replaced in 1878, as were virtually all of the floors throughout
the building. This was done again in 1905 to install the steel and flat arch terra cotta system.
The appearance in 1783 would likely have been a floor fully covered with a stylish Brussels
carpet. Some high-end residences had Wilton carpets by this point, but the size and expense was
likely prohibitive for a government building. [Brussels carpets had a loop pile while the Wilton
had the loops cut to give a plush pile at twice the cost.] The original could even have been an
ingrain carpet which was less expensive that a Brussels and was a flat woven reversible material
similar to a Navaho rug. In this regard, it is interesting to note that the House of Delegates has at
least one reference to taking up and putting down a carpet but no associated cost for the carpet
itself, implying it was being turned rather than replaced, while the Senate only seems to have
been putting down new carpets. One interpretation of this could be that the Senate carpets were
not the reversible ingrain and thus a Brussels or Wilton. There are experts in historic carpets such
as Richard Nylander and William Seale who should be consulted on this matter.
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FURNISHINGS*
* Furnishings are beyond the scope of this project for the physical investigation of remaining
evidence in the Old Senate Chamber and how it related to archival documents available at
mdstatehouse.net. However, we have enclosed here relevant documents in the Old Senate
Chamber section of the website since the information provided sometimes has bearing or relation
to physical evidence in the preceding sections regarding what was on the walls & chimneybreast.

Chronology;
1792

New furniture:
•
•
•

1818

An upholstered President's chair and President's desk
18 upholstered armchairs
Benches on the side of the room

Upholstering and new chairs:
•
•
•
•

Tables covered with baize
Upholstering of President's seat
Dozen Windsor chairs
Curtain for the President's desk

1835

Thomas Sully's "Charles Carroll" in Senate. "Pitt" by Peale taken down, rehung.

1841

Portraits of four Declaration of Independence signers hung in Senate:
Charles Carroll, Samuel Chase, William Paca, and Thomas Stone

1868

First photograph of the room depicts:
•
•
•
•
•

Empire-style "Secretary's desk" with two Empire-style chairs
Armchairs in front of a bench
Gathered fabric providing a vanity screen above the partition
Upholstered cushions against the back of the gallery
President's chair has a high peaked back

1886

New desks and chairs; latest architectural elements; and an iron fence to divide
the lobby from the floor of the Senate

1905

New furniture again:
•
•

Fireplace furniture (andirons, shovel, fork) replicated from Mr. Brooks
recollection
Desk and chair in foreground of pictures are Renaissance Revival

•

Secretary's desk is Empire with a Thornet Brentwood chair

Furnishings
4*
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Cap: Nicholson lie
.—S there at pre
Rode m i ihr Head of Severn t
Mtupolh.^ The & W tf sandy & —.•ly:
hilly: (he Land in many Places very- .a
deep; (he Country between Baltimore &: Annapoli* in general barren, p m 4 l
facing only Shrubs A Pines. The Woods through which I have rede i
I lei! Oiarlesiowo arc beautifully decorated with wild Flowers of var
Kinds, such «s Honey Surfeits, n kind of blue Flower yellow white <
red PiaWtO, & a KTuuf, which from tbeir Ajipearoncc I take to he a Specie
of Tulip.*1 The Read I have travelled today runs through several Fieh*
at cadi Silf of • ii.it b a Gate. Annapolis 15 the C*pi£al nf Ma:ytu
whiA'e iu AOJJ Arundel County, on the Hank ol llit River Severn. Tnou
ao old Cky if is. but small, hut a Number of (lit Houses are elejjant hii.
i;f Brick "Ih* Sure House <:> a lui.ue Illicit. Building 110 Feet VOL-,- A 5
•wide; a ij ffl«o Siojiej bii-h; on the Top of il is 3 Cupola, CWWtW 1
Copper, JS ] a/n informed ihe whole 0/ rhr- Jloof bjs been, but the- Gat
ha* beat taken tiff.*" This Bnildine, 1* not yet finished. Lodged fit J
Johnson's."
{May) *yth W « # » T i f W f h « City; it is lOrtihcd with thiee Barter
on which f <. i;»hk Number of Cannon is mounted: A Creak waters\|
On cadi estate, & in (ht Front of il the River Severn empties itscif i
ChesopeJ* 8*r; a Canal Of about a Mile iu Length would lompki
iuiulf-hr the Point of land on which it stands. There is a Flay Hnuae J
u Assembly Rnnn-; here: the former being locked up 1 could nor \
the L-tRMJc of it (am informed ir is used at present as a Church.) the la
is Spjcww* S; ntat, ft 1 th:r.k well calculated to answer the tar-paw f
which 1: was built, ±e orchestra is Heated in the Manner of t
"VCapcais |amw '.. ,-v. wi fra 17>ij-lfl44.}, thtn •enaor i»rtajn (
.SaiTf and in tomnuttA =1 rite rnaatc K/VjWW which had been built ii
The VITJKIIH vt* In* ti> the Britiiti m tin; >|xinE of 17/8, N k M ^ n . hi"« 4
UiEjis^tu-a-n. Mar/land. vrtf li'.me on '.IKi nBviturt >h(iT(- when tlir Revo"
D«V«jrj */ ,lr.,.;w B«-V *!>h< * . 502 Ml? ">lrs. Sevan kiatlir supplied the foJlowio* information about the*? Sowi
'* In m.iJ-A&if t-Oi: WJJJ find in tee w.\xid* t>f Harfo?,! «v| Ittlrimare caantia fl~ties of vUii aiak-a iSktd-dtvtost *nffflat*m) * <lw»rf thnib with 9trildD« 8
in Jltadej of deep nwe, ptct »nd white. I hnvt hcurd tbU LLL11«I wild temeiw
in hf«W •'• ii-l.^-t TAthluc Brwer WJI ptobibiy «ilJ bli.e jilikm {Piti/v Ah-ant*
for ii Non«» lh<? *»ffie tirsc and in the wjite kind of «'ootU. Tlw roil flowew 1
widio-^ doubt .::l-._-ii;i;t irUfni!^Ki.i tjijdtiisit) for ir 1011 bkjumi the sanw j
•od ia tfit iBTnc plaeti and ii thr only red flower tfui bluumi io tbr Srvir^.
kw-gro^mg liont Luj, of (en called Dnr; To«h Violet {Erythexitim J*WKMH
«rrv". in IWM jalfte* in rhe "me wooili jn.1 roiemhtrt » *pe«e ftf wikl ni!jp. •
cwny of our Sprins Anren u r while Of yctkiw thai it h iinpnuibfc V
wh« 5ie taw, bur no daabt he saw
hJiKKfrtuK {i*»iimvaU UMaJrmiil) «
kxelirtt, ttam>*i flrj^tis d*£ B"1*^ '" P 1 * 1 drills ia tidier open wood*."
*" Stt " A Ocs'.nNwi oi the .StatcIluuM: rtt Annipol'i, the CJtPtat of Maevlati
fc T*i CMnmiLx M4*a>*t, 1III (Febtuwy. ITS9). St R?. «nH Flihu S Ritrr,'
-I'.i-.Yv Ciij tikOtuFcln. lOO '). rf. iftl irH A pnehme at ihr dpitut and o«
ebli. bciMci/r a> tiri aprn-'C'l .'Ui.ir fWt ««»• fir- found oti riV (ot*t of d
m l!^* iilce Of Us' Mfr-Jtrod tthtnrjcd Mjf.UTJU, XIJ (1?«)". df*Tij*«
rCTOAtti jfctHJt (lie piltuir arc uTi tilg^ 171.
" ApBirfrtiit \fn. Jbtawea •*" not 1 well known tvim-kecr« stat dca it t
Jikaiy that sfcr arpr <me or rlw larjrer taverns of Ihe tiutc.
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'fm#X Meidans jio ;n:o it by 4 prvatc Sti-rs. At the oppoaitc End of the
r SUJO-TI i-vti (he fir; Hare it ir. ekr^:! wbofc Length Picture of Mr Pitt,
j. Awe > P«L He h h.ibittd liLe .^ Rojnan; fail rij;ht Hand point* to a
* |ri»ufe of-hr. Cwd-iesi of Liber:;, wiib her Waud & Cflp, or in his left he
;
held.' MK.I?I» Charta. Near bim is the Attar of Liberty, from which a
f, Fla.rr axises, & ix*i the Mame lies « Wreath of Laurel.' On the Side of
I rhe Altar i» 'his losaipticm, "Sacct Amor Pa»iae dat AnimunL'"'" At
, each End of ihu Room w a srrraU m e foe ficiiremeti; & Gurit Some of the
i' Lkfltlemen's iiomes *« Gardens arc tk^ywit; u««iailariy ihr House of a
ynuiii [.mltctnan of lbs tonic of HamHWiid,'- & the tiardeii ol Charles
Carrol £*(ft- °rf Carn^ton; this l « t « is aiosi delightfully sttuattd,*' Near
the City i R fi>* Burns of fla dL>raat House, which was intended for rhe
BeJtdeti.c of die Governor, bat serws o.iw only for a Monument oE the
Bararapwec ^ Mranara of j form<r Assfiflibly.-"* ft wan hr»gi;fl idjout 20
Vea/^ apj, * the Walls, whirh w t e of Crick, were earried to dicir full
Hashtli. bur as rhe Houtr waj buift upon a. little larger Plan St wonld cosr
- more mctiej ">an ?he Ajsctubly ejcpecteel, they v-cruld QO( finish it, but
mffe-ui it to po to Kuin. Tlcre was yjm- Ram yt-stt-rday, A this Day has
gjftjKeri «rery we(. The Staie House in Aonipolis is built in the Center of a
£ /wadar Piexf of GiCtiad, A- J»e H.rzt(* ofrJie Cky ptvuxd from die OraumTtrvncc of the Circle, LJce a Conrirmatirr. of its Radii. There is now no
H H C ol fwH* Worshiti in the City, the Chtuch having been pulled down
> ^ a t anew one ttn^ht he btiUt m the PUce where il stood: Materials for
the new rvif? ire cnl'evreil, but the Btuldin> is not yet beyim.*'-'
[May] 20m Kfjch Ruui fdl last Night and this Moniinr;; when it
(c.w.1 ( w etui fot Upper JMariboroudi whirh is fl Suiall Village in Prince
C e o r ^ j County. Maryland. <>ancd South RJvci about 5 Miles from
Aiwupolis; it i*. aa near as I ean |udg*. ibioc C/unticn of a Mile wide,
r:sej about "even Miles above (be Ttiry, & empties into ChnMOpcult Dty
rafcifl St!;h* of ft Dtued i, lkwlin'u '* 8 Miles frnm rhe Fetry, it after
The bo Sy love 5 ftrmif Imds awtfr." TI»e .fottrait itil! hsrlfj tn the
TJ,a
Hairtrrc'id-fl4rwo.»dKoiwe,
Dn"

'

buib b* Matthui Hammorn) (l74«.nfiC), $<-c
•• •--• •. . v<„ pp. »0fi-Vf7, an,' aussmrmd tumrial: Hci.tk -ad Edith rU>ssiter Beran.
« •"***"*"*'i"'a«<'ixrf We*'.'* r-W i"/r f-fvurti | Ann.i(X>lis. 19-ii >. pp. 3-15
h* coiDowai o.i th? Cirrofl jjirdsn, at Edith Rowitet Bev«i"ii '' Giirdnu sod
T ? ^ ^ *' M»ty)»std" 10 th= MJIJUKJ HiuoncJ Mtfait,
XtV (I95u>,

t**"BJriwTi Folly," b t ^ m o . 3742 »s lh- Gmt-rnof's Mmsion but left unfinijl^j
• "Wf" »'ter S'-U irA nsy%- MtDuwtiJ H.ii;, SI. Jehu's Cuilcpc. S« Dsvi.l lidjieh* • « ' ' c( Af^lKlr tHiltin^rc. IBfi), pp. ijl.SJH; Riley, op. w(.. pp. yu ?0S
£ £ « * « » Kry. " A >im* ar soree a Che Firs BtnUMM With \Jot-. of SoWof
•»il T B "» i(,c »«" '» •Hwri.ii Hifl*wJ .^triunt/. XtV <1W9). WJV2C)
•v. AEr^1' Ti.-n.-,.,! ctcrtb. The teKa'mnt of the ibufrfi w», not rtHnrHrtcrl
™» 1 vJ IhU Ufiiaiw HIS dtitjoytd b> hre tn Irilft. Ser Rilw ip, tit r*.
isTT1- £nd K t h l n A , V n H '*'* 3 ""' NW"*« W ft. ^laVr fW(A (Bwlniaore, is>?>,
il •i^??"' '^" I k d "aUwUo**." tUl farm, appeais on Onfftth* 17-Jl aun of

"Ebenezer Hazard's Travels Through Maryland in 1777." Edited by Fred Shelly. Maryland Historical Magazine.
Volume XLVI (1951), p. 48-49, 54. Includes author's description of the State House. Accession: MSA SC 5287-1 163

Annotation: Charles Willson Peale's portrait of William Pitt, Earl of Chatham, and hero of the
American cause in the British Parliament, was apparently already hanging in Annapolis by 1777.
54

MARYLAND HISTORICAL MAGAZINE

/>Ol safe through at last. I think there must be near 100 Trees acrow I
Road; some of them are very large. Hreafcfwtcd at Bird'i or Byrn'a, |
North East, 7 Miles from the Head of fclk; a good house.*0
Ill: York to Alexandria, November 5-11, 1777.
Novr. 5th. Cloudy & showery. Set out fot Baltimore: crossed the ,f|
Cpdoou by a Bridge, 5 Mi/cs from Yorfc. The Country is mountajnooM
poor, fir but thinly settled; the Road solitary & tedious. Lodcjed at Keen's«
the People civil, but keep a bad House."1 'Jlse Line between Pennsa, m
Maryland funs by Wiley's."
{.NJovornber} 6th. Country & Road as yesterday. Crossed the Falls
Gunpowder at Rodger's MilL Was kindly entertained 8c politely treated
Mrs. Rodgers with whom I dined. M Rained bard last Night & some of '
Morning but cleared up towards Noon. Had no Company on the JB
from York to Baltimore. Lodged at Grant's.
[November] 7th, Cot to Annapolis. Road very bad.
[November] 8th. At Annapolis. 'Ihe stuixo Walk in the State House.
very elegant: the Assembly is now sitting. They have voted 2000 adV
tionai Troops, and given Leave to bring in a Biil for seizing the P r o p r i e t y
Estate, & another fot seizing all Debts due to British Merchts. to be appltea
to the Indemnification of such Persons as have suffered by the British FleaM
& Army. I understand Samuel Chase Esqr.1* &: some other Gentlemen wofl°;
O00 Dollars last night at Billards.
Several new Compaines are forming for making Salt
I was charged 2/6 for onre Shaving.
[November] 9th. Rained much last Night, Rode to the Woodyard
lodged with Stephen West Hstjr.
[November] 10th. Went to Bladensburgh where 1 was detained ail
Afternoon by the Rain. Lodged at Bradford's; bad Attendance; tie Mi
of die House has been from borne a Week attending Horse Races.
[November] 11th. So intense was the Cold last Night that the Grot
froze excessively hard 6: the Rivulets arc covered with Ice. The Aii
remarkably keen this morning. Kodc to Alexandria. . . .

"Bird'j taveia appear* in Collet, op. cil., Plate 55.
" Probably Kean's Tavern, adiertittri for sate in the MatyliiU journal (BiHjM
more). March 17, 1778. p- •*, and several subsequent issues.
"Not further identified.
"Covld this be Mrt. John Rodger*, wife of Col. John Rodgers who, with \
[ttctner, owned " i sawmill, milf.dam and mill-raoe, and built a grist-raill,"
17/6-1/'/; Paullio, c*. <»., n-lg.
" (1741-1111!), the iifioer o! die tJeclaraiion of IndrFendenre. then a iru^bwjB
uf ttw Continental (JongrcSJ fro;r, Metylaod aod sutnecuently an sssociaie justidq
of the Supreme Court of the United States.

Charles Wilson Peak of the City of Annapolis Limner, impressed
with a strong sense of Duty to his native Province projected when
in London and since hath compleated the portrait of the Earl of
Chatham on Canvass at full length, with a view humbly to offer the
same to his Country, as a tribute of Gratitude, And presumes to
entreat a favourable acceptance of that Portrait, to be placed in the
State House or such other conspicuous place as shall be thought
most fit and Convenient. Thus eminently to dispose of the first
Fruit of his Science will much redound to his Reputation and confer
an Honour which he shall forever acknowledge with Gratitude and
Thanks—Sent to the Lower House by John Ridout Esq. r
March 2 8 : * 1774.
Adjourned until three of the Clock in the Afternoon

27 March - Charles Willson Peale seeks acceptance
by the legislature of the portrait of the Earl of Chatham
(William Pitt), to be placed in the State House or some other
conspicuous place as shall be thought most fit and Convenient.
\a\ Assembly, October 13, 1773-April 19, 1774, Archives of Maryland
Accesssion: MSA SC 5287-38-610 Volume 64, page 281

MSA website continues The Assembly accepted Peale's offer
and presented him a "compliment" of one hundred pounds."
Accession: MSA Special Collections 1545
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913 Holandvue Road,
Ruxton 4 , Md.
January 10, 1963

Mr. Guy Weatherly, Senior A r c h i v i s t ,
Hall of Records,
Annapolis, 3d.
Dear Ur.

Weatherly:I f i n d t h a t I had a n o t e i n my hook on Buckland

which g i v e s the source of the f u r n i t u r e making.

I t cones from an

item in the Scharf Papers a t the Marylend H i s t o r i c a l S o c l e t y ; "The Commissioners of the l o a n Office to Vfc. Buckland,
tf j

liarch 2 3 , 1774.

For making one l a r g e double desk

oovered w i t h green o l o t h , l o c k s , h i n g e s , b r a s s e s e t c .
15:7:6
To r e p a i r i n g one l a r g e Table f i n d i n g 3 dozen
screws and one pr hinges

1:5
£

16:12:6

Years ago I went to Ur. Fowler and got from him
a l l he knew about the Senate Chamber f u r n i s h i n g .

/

a l l of t h i s came from Ledger B £ 2 , p . 4 2 9 , 1765:

I find notes that
^ r o c e e d i u g s of Council

i

iiay 19, 1797: Ledger C, 1799: Proceedings of S e n a t e , 1798: J o u r n a l of
House and Senate, Feb. 1777; June - Oct. 1777.
I hope t h i s w i l l h e l p you to a s u c c e s s f u l

quest.

Sincerely yours

IthjOiAUtvJ) / ? ^StLMxJL
^Urs. F. F. Beirne J

10 January 1963 - Letter from Rosamond R. Beirne to Guy Weatherly containing reference to 1 large double desk
covered with green cloth, locks, hinges, brasses etc. made by William Buckland for the Maryland State House in
1774. Beirne cites the Scharf Papers at the Maryland Historical Society. Letter also contains references to furnishing
the Old Senate Chamber in 1777, 1785, 1797, 1798, 1799. Guy Weatherly Collection MSASC617-1.
Accession: MSA SC 5287-1-189
POST MERIDIEM.
The House met.
On Motion, RESOLVED, That Mr. William Buckland, be allowed
on the Journal of Accounts, the Sum of Twenty-five Pounds Currency, for his Expences and Services relative to the public Building
in this City.
17 December 1773 - Resolved that M r. William Buckland, be allowed on the Journal of Accounts, the Sum of 25
pounds currency, for his Expenses and Services relative to the public Building in this City." (Volume 64,
143).Proceedings and Acts of the General Assembly, 1773 Session.
Accession: MSA SC 5287-1-160

Annotation: Much of the high-style work being done in Annapolis at the time of
construction of this third State House bears the influence, if not the direct input, of William
Buckland. These are the only references showing on mdstatehouse.net that support his
involvement, but they are interesting, especially considering the 1774 purchase of a desk
with what is likely to be baize, as this would be the earliest reference for this material.

Furnishings
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State House account book for materials and repairs by John Shaw. John Work Garrett Library, Johns Hopkins
University, GAR 22. (Permission for use required.) MSASC 5287-1-18.

Accession: MSA SC 5287-1 -173

This list for 1792 alterations identifies:
•
•
•
•

benches along the sides of the room
an upholstered president's chair
18 upholstered armchairs
president's desk
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1818 - Description of repairs ordered by John Shaw to be made in the State House and
completed with all convenient dispatch, (MSAS 1004-145-105-104). Transcription excerpted.

"State House—

Copy of this to be given to Mr. L.

Repairing gallery floor
Shingling the parts of roof which require it
Chain and weight for shutting the gallery door
Court of Appeals windows repaired—
Sheet Iron fender for fireplaces—
Senate Chamber
Double light doors of baize, or otherwise
tables covered with baize.
Covering chairs and seat of President
I doz. Windsor chairs—
Curtain for Presidents desk... "
Accession: MSASC 5287-2-140

Annotation:
New furnishings include
•
•
•
•

double-leaved doors covered in baize, as well as baize coverings for tables;
covering the chairs and seat of the Senate President, as well as a curtain for his desk;
a dozen Windsor chairs;
fireplace covering

Furnishings
—sc
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Sketches of the Old Senate Chamber by John Trumbull, 1822.. Helen A. Cooper, John Trumbull: The Hand and Spirit
of a Painter, (Yale University Art Gallery, New Haven, 1982) pp. 88-90.

Accession: MSA SC 5287-2-146

Annotation: The full-length painting shown on Trumbull's chimneybreast has room to
spare on either side even with a complete shelf in place. The painting appears to be Charles
Willson Peale's William Pitt which remained in the Old Senate Chamber until 1877. Again,
William Pitt was a hero to the Americans for his support of their revolutionary cause in the
British Parliament, and would thus have been awarded a place of honor on the walls.
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January 1835 Annual Message of Governor James Thomas to the General Assembly.
Governor notes that proposals have been submitted for building a Gun House, and
having the wall around the public circle repaired. Elijah Wells contractedfor building
the Gun House and Magazine. Out-houses within the circle have been repaired. Fulllength painting of Charles Carroll of Carrollton, by Thomas Sully, contracted in
1833, has been received and placed in the Senate Chamber. Portrait of John Eager
Howard, by Thomas Sully, has been received and placed in the House of Delegates,
as required by December 1826 resolution.

Accession: MSASC 5287-3-139

Annotation: Full length painting of Charles Carroll by Sully hung in Senate.

16 March 1835:
Andrew Slicer paid $8 for putting up a portrait of the late Charles Carrol and for
taking down and re-hanging Portrait of William Pitt.

Accession: Governor and Council Proceedings, 1833-1835. MSAS 1071-38

Annotation: The hanging of Charles Carroll in the Senate seems to have lead to a rehanging (moving within the room) of William Pitt.

Furnishings
AttKALS OF AKXAFOUS.

THE

STATE-HOUSE.

The State-house is situated on a beautiful elevation
in the centre of the city. It has elicited alike the ad*
miration of the citizen, the sojourner, and the stranger,'
for tiie beauty of its structure.
The main building is of brick, and the superstructure which surmounts it is of wood.
The height from the base to the top of the spire is
two hundred feet. From the platform of the domy
which is one hundred and thirty-five feet high, th«
spectator has one of the most delightful panoramic
views to be found within the United States. It commands a view of nature in all the beauty Of poetic
scenery—the ancient city—its environs—the adjacent
country—the noble Chesapeake, and the eastern shore
beyond it, for an extent of thirty miles around, breakftupon the view of the delighted eye.
The hill on which stands this noble edifice, U
enclosed by a neat and substantial granite wall, sur.
mounted by a handsome iron railing, which is entered'
by three gales, one situated at the head of Francis
street, and in front of the building, the second to th*J
south-west, and the third to the north-east of th*
circle.
The main entrance to the building is through a por*
tico of but modest pretensions, and opens into a spa-
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cious and beautiful hall, in which is had a view of
the interior of the dome, the stucco work of which
was made from plaster brought from St. Mary's
county.
On the right hand of the hall is the senate chamber.
This room is judiciously and tastefully fitted up for the
use of the senators of our State. It is 34 feet by 4 0 ;
it has a lobby and gallery for the accommodation of
visitors. Persons of distinction are often invited within
the bar of the senate, where seats are provided for
them. Portraits at full length, of the distinguished
Charles Carroll of Carrollton, Samuel Chase, William
Paca, and Thomas Stone, ornament the walls. These
gentlemen were the four signers of the declaration of
independence, on the part of Maryland, and were at
that period all citizens of Annapolis; each of them in
his day filled various posts of honour and responsibility, and shared largely the confidence and esteem of
his fellow-citizens.
The first named gentleman was the last survivor of
that illustrious band of patriots who signed the declaration of American independence.
There is also in this mom a portrait of the 'hero of
the Cowpcns,' the virtuous and excellent John Eager
Howard, who has with the rest of his compatriots,
gone to the land of his fathers, there to reap the rewards of an honourable and well-spent life. In 1788'89 and W , Mr. Howard was governor of Maryland.
The first and last named portraits were painted by
Mr. Sully; the others by Mr. Bordley, both native
artists. There is likewise in this room a portrait
of the elder Pitt, the friend of America. In this
picture lord Chatham is represented at full length, in
20*
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the attitude and costume of a Roman orator—with
decorations of emblematical figures, expressive of hist
noble principles. It was painted fay Charles Wilson"
Pcale, (who was a native of Annapolis,) while in Eng-*
land, and presented by him in the year 1794, to his:
native State.
This room is still more memorable as being the spot
upon which was consummated the greatest act in the
life of the greatest man of any age. It was here that
Washington, after having rescued his country from
foreign dominion and usurpation, nobly laid down his
authority on the altar of liberty—resigning his commission into the hands of congress.
And in this room, too, was ratified by the same congress, the treaty of peace with Great Britain, of 1783,recognizing our independence.
Adjoining the senate chamber is the committee
room, neatly fitted up for the purposes to which it is
applied.
On the left of the hall, immediately opposite to the
senate chamber, is the chamber of the house of delegates, of the same dimensions of the senate chamber,
neatly fitted up, and accommodates seventy-nine meuH
bers, who sit at desks conveniently arranged. It has
also a lobby and gallery for the accommodation of
spectators, and with it arc connected committee rooms.
From the walls of this room is suspended a large picture, presenting a full length likeness of general Washington, attended by general La Fayette and colonel
Tilghman, his aids-de-camp; the continental army
passing in review. In his hand he holds the articles
of capitulation at Yorktown.
This picture was painted by Charles Wilson Peale,

David Ridgely, Annals of Annapolis, 1841, 232-236. (MSASC
232). Description of the State House Circle, and the arrangement
of the Senate and House of Delegates, Executive and Court of
Appeals Chambers, and Old Treasury Building.
Accession: MSASC 5287-3-145

Annotation:
Four full-length portraits in the 1841 Senate:
Charles Carroll, Samuel Chase, William Paca and
Thomas Stone, the four signers of the Declaration
of Independence from Maryland.
Pitt also hangs in the room, but Ridgley claims it
was not presented until 1794. This date is given
without attribution and seems to contradict
earlier sources (see 1774 and 1777).
In 1841, Peale's painting of Washington, Lafayette
& Tilghman - commissioned at the time of
Washington's resignation in 1783 and delivered
years later - hung in the House chambers.
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1868 black and white stereocard image
taken from the gallery and facing the
speaker's niche in the Old Senate Chamber.
George Forbes Collection. Courtesy of the
Maryland Historical Society, P 3.8.
Accession: MSASC 5287-4-132

Annotation: The Empire-style secretary's desk with fabric starburst vanity screen sits in
front of the dais. Behind this desk are two Empire-style chairs. The President's desk and
chair in the niche are in shadow, but the chair clearly has a high-peaked back. The desks
for Senators are not visible on the central floor, but the armchairs lining the wall may well
be for the senators.

1868 black and white stereocard image of the lobby side
of the Old Senate Chamber. George Forbes Collection.
(MSA SC 182-02-0501) Label, "Entrance doorway and
visitors' gallery of Old Senate Chamber from a photograph
of 1868", found with reproduction in Guy Weatherly
Collection (MSA SC 617), probably taken from The
Maryland State House: A Memorial to John Appleton
Wilson, 1931. (MSA Lib 1095.B5M2S7)
Accession: MSA SC 5287-11-466

Annotation: Armchairs aligned against lobby are likely for senators. Gathered fabric
starbursts typical of the Empire-style created a vanity screen above the "partition"
wainscot connecting the columns. Upholstered cushions of about the same size are against
the back of the lobby benches. The shape of the back is reminiscent of Belter sofas.

Furnishings

Circa 1886 photograph of Old Senate Chamber, MSASC 1556-116

Accession: MSASC 5287-11-429

Annotation: New desks and chairs, as well as architectural elements like drapery valances
and an iron fence dividing the "lobby" from the floor. Everything, with the exception of the
small framed images, is new with 1878.
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From an undated handwritten manuscript by J.A. Wilson describing the basis for the restoration:
..."Fire irons shovel re. Mr Brooks who has been employed at the Capitol for
50 years told me on Aug 16, 1905- that the andirons were rough &- heavy &
with the shovel & a kind of fork were all of wrought iron. He says they were
lent to Gen- Jno. S. Berry- for use in a colonial room in Phil. Exposition, but
were never returned. He gave me a rough sketch of them and described their
size- He says there was no tongs nor poker"...
Draft notes, "Reasons governing the Committee on Restoration," James Appleton Wilson, undated. Maryland
Historical Society manuscript collection, MS 833.

Accession: Maryland Historical Society, undated J.A. Wilson manuscript, MS 833, box 6.

Annotation: The fire place furniture (andirons, shovel and fork) were custom made in 1905
based on sketches by Mr. Brooks.

60
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found modern boxed inside shutters to all windows and have
allowed them to remain, only changing the moulding* to conform with the period. Persona who had known the room
agreed that inside shutters had been used, which was confirmed
by the examination of nearly all the Annapolis houses erected
about the same time as the State House. The details for doors,
wash board, chair rail, &a, were taken from actual examples
of the period. For the fireplace aud mantel wc had nothing
to go upon but the testimony of persons wbo had been familiar
with the old room.

T h i s is also t r u e of the fire irons, &c.

By removing the plaster the original joining of old and new
brickwork was revealed, giving the width of chimney breast as
8 ft. Judge Alexander B. Hagncr well remembered the fire
place and described it as a " huge rough cavern" Mr. S. W.
Brooks, who had been employed at the building for more than
fifty years, said he had always supplied it with four foot cord
wood sticks, so it was made four feet and six inches wide, and

Restoration of the Old Senate Chamber. J. Appleton Wilson.
"Maryland Historical Magazine," March 19, 1927.

Accession: MSASC 5287-7-105

very deep. The hearth was paved with original hexagon
bricks which had formed the floor of the main hallway, aud
enough of which were fortunately recovered in the cellar. The
fireplace itself was lined with original old brick. No traoo of
the mantel could be found as it was removed in 1858 when the
chimney was taken down. No trustworthy data could be had
except that it was of wood. A new mantel was designed, based
on well known examples of the time, with the same friexe which
appears in the gallery and above the niche. All the testimony
agreed that the facing was of plaster painted black, which has
been followed.
The interior woodwork has been painted white, which was
almost universal at that period and which is confirmed by the
photograph of 1868. The washboard is black, and the delicate rail capping the enclosure below the gallery is of mahogany. Mr. Brooks said that the andirons were rough and heavy
with a long shovel and a land of fork for mending the lire, all
of wrought iron. Sketches made by him and elaborated until
they Tact his ideas were prepared, and put into the hands of

Furnishings

1905 photograph of the Restored Old Senate Chamber with attached Baltimore Sun article about windows. George
Forbes Collection. MSASC 182-02-0086

Accession: MSASC 5287-11-429

Annotation:
Ecclectic furnishings in 1905 • Desk and chair in foreground are Renaissance Revival
• Secretary's desk is Empire with a Thornet-Brentwood chair
• Desk and chair at right rear is obscured, but may be that generation between
Empire and Renaissance Revival.
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Drawings Overview
After going through the documentary records, and even before physically investigating the room,
sets of drawings were started to provide the armature for three-dimensional recording of the
information. There are many types and methods of documentation. We attempted to use the ones
that provided the best, clearest, and most concise understanding.
Drawings by definition are highly interpretive. A draftsperson only draws what they consider
important. In contrast, photographs handle detail better and typically record more complete
information than a drawing. Photographs allow future investigators to ask, and potentially answer,
questions that did not occur to previous illustrators. However photographs are not three-dimensional
and therefore cannot show sections and plans. So what to record? Start with what you wish your
predecessor had recorded.
These drawings of the Old Senate Chamber begin by recording the room as we found it, followed
by elevations locating the physical evidence that was uncovered and the elements removed in the
process of investigation. Then comes a rendering of our current interpretation of the appearance of
the Old Senate Chamber when Washington gave his resignation speech. Following these are two
comparison sets showing the evidence overlaid on both the current appearance of the room and our
proposed reinterpretation of the room.
Set #1 The first group of drawings document conditions and details at the onset of the project, in
other words, primarily the 1905 room with a few 1940 alterations such as antique flooring, a
simplified mantle on a deeper chimney breast and doors stripped of overdoors.
Note the spindly character of the door and window trim. This decoration is typical of Federal
rooms of plain character reserved for family spaces in a home. A Georgian room of stature would
have heavier architraves like the arched trim over the niche [9" or greater rather than the 6-3A"
used]. One would expect the trim to have crossettes and a significant cornice or overdoor and
overwindow. Judged by the 18th century hierarchy of window treatments from window recesses at
the most formal, stepping down to built-in windowseats, and ultimately down to no recess at all
below the windowsill; it would be surprising tofindwindowseats in the Superior Chamber of a
State House. Mantles with a shelf came into style by mid-18th century and it would be very
unusual not to have a shelf on the mantle in a room such as the Old Senate Chamber by 1772.
These are some of the questions that drove the initial quests for verification and/or evidence of
different arrangements. Also the lack of a baseboard within the niche or bases for the pilasters
was incongruous with eighteenth century sensibility.
Set #2 Evidence drawings show the physical data collected and the scope of investigation.
In eighteenth century construction, masons set blocking into the masonry as they built the walls
that allowed woodwork to be attached later. Thefinaldetails of a room might deviate from this
arrangement, leaving many blocks unused and other nailing blocks cut in later. This does not
appear to be the case in the Old Senate Chamber. Most of the brick-sized blocks bear nail holes
showing use from the beginning. The largest group of unused block is behind the false door.
Note that the brickwork was chopped on the two interior walls to receive the battens that hold
wainscot panels in place from the backside. The spacing of battens is generally centered between
two openings or protrusions. The exception here is the pilasters at the gallery, suggesting the
wainscot ran unobstructed behind the pilasters which lapped over top.
Depending on the period of installation for gas lines and electric installations, the chases were
coordinated to run with the trim in place at that time.
Some areas were not opened and thus evidence in those areas has not been seen or recorded.

Drawings

Set #3 Restored: This is a first generation attempt to put flesh on the bones of evidence. These
drawings depict how the evidence suggests the room originally appeared.
A sense of three-dimensional texture has been provided for the carved areas without expressing
specific detail. At this point, these textures are placeholders where we hope in the future to be
able to provide accurate details gleanedfromphotogrammetry of the 1868 stereoviews and any
additional paintings and drawings that may be located during a broader archival search. Close
comparisons with details from Hammond Harwood and Chase Lloyd may also assist with the
details.

Set #4 These drawings show the "Restored" design superimposed over the evidence showing a
strong connection between the evidence and the proposed reinterpretation of the room.
There is evidence that still needs to be resolved. The original gallery, how it ended, and how it fit
to the wall is the major item, but there are other less crucial elements also to be resolved.

Set #5 A control set of sorts, these drawings show the current trim superimposed with the evidence
to highlight the lack of correlation between original blocking and the appearance of the room
since the 1940s.
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Floorplan in 2007

Schematic Plan
20CH layout to facilitate locating features

Drawings

Georgian Symmetry and the Root-2 Rectangle in the Old Senate Chamber
The V2 Rectangle: Taking the short side of a rectangle and designating it as one unit in length, then the
diagonal of that square will be the square root (V) of 2, or 1.414. If the long side of the rectangle is equal to
the diagonal of the square - in other words 1.414 - then the rectangle is a ~v2 rectangle, one of the most
common of Georgian proportions.

•

— Golden Ratio Rectangle

• Root 2 Rectongle •

!

1
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Chimney Wall
RESTORED

Georgian Geometry laid out in the Old Senate Chamber confirms most
of the architectural details, sizing determined during this investigation

Niche Wall
RESTORED

Drawings

Niche end appearance at
project start

Niche Wall
BEFORE 2 0 0 1 INVESTIGATION

2007 appearance with
orphaned blocking shown

Niche Wall
AS IT APPEARED IN 2 0 0 1
WITH ORIGINAL EVIDENCE SUPERIMPOSED

'

"1

In contrast, the evidence
points to a more elaborate
niche wall with columns
that are free-standing and
a protruding pediment to
shelter the President at
the dais and significant
window treatments sitting
on pedestals that
adjoining a flush hoard
wainscot with high
baseboard.

Niche Wall
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Original nailing blocks uncovered during this study aligns nicely with the restored view:

Niche Wall

—

RESTORED DETAIL SUPERIMPOSED
ON ORIGINAL BLOCKS
AND FURRING STRIP LOCATIONS

PURRING STRIP LOCATION

Whereas the blocking does not mate with the 1905 trim:

Niche Wall
SHOWING EVIDENCE AND AREAS
OPENED FOR INSPECTION

a
3

ORIGINAL EVIDENCE
GAS CHASES

HORIGINAL mos PLASTER
AND UIOODEN PILASTERS

J1818 PLASTER
J REBUILT BRICK
1 VOID SPACE

Drawings

Window wall at
project start

Window Wall
BEFORE 2 0 0 1 INVESTIGATION

Window wall
with exposed
areas and unearthed
blocks

Window Wall
AS IT APPEARED IN 2 0 0 1
UHTH ORIGINAL EVIDENCE SUPERIMPOSED

t

«BK-—m

1 _-— 1

1

In contrast, the
evidence suggests this
would have been
closer to the original
appearance

1 1
Window Wall
RESTORED
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Georgian layout following the evidence recently uncovered, mates with blocking:
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Window Wall

FURRING STRIP LOCATION

RESTORED

SPIKES FOR BELL CALL QUADRANTS (TALL NARROW
BLOCKS ALIGNED BELOUJ MAY BE ASSOCIATED)

DETAIL

ON ORIGINAL
AND

SUPERIMPOSED

BLOC<S

FURRING S T R I P

LOCATIONS

E- GHOST ASSOCIATED WITH THE TERMINATION OF THE
GALLERY WHICH HAS NOT YET BEEN DETERMINED

Whereas nailing blocks do not correspond to 1905 restoration:

Window Wall
SHOWING EVIDENCE AND AREAS
OPENED FOR INSPECTION

D

ORIGINAL EVIOBNCE

i iaia PLASTER

a

GAS CHASES

\ REBUILT BRICK

O BLECTWCAL CHASES

8 VOID SPACE
1 MOS PLASTER

Drawings

m

m
Gallery end wall at start

Gallery Wall
BEFORE 2 0 0 1 INVESTIGATION

Gallery end wall showing
exposed evidence from
investigations

Gallery

Wall

SHOWING EVIDENCE AND AREAS
OPENED FOR INSPECTION

A- AREA REUEVEO FOB BATTEN ON THE BACK
OF BAMSCOT
O ORIGINAL EVIDENCE

lam

O GAS CHASES

I VOID SPACE

Ft ASTER

s
Likely original arrangement
against the gallery wall.
GALLERY INTERSECTION TO BE OETgRHMgO

Gallery Wall
RESTORED
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Blocking face wainscot and higher chair rail matches latest evidence:

Gallery Wall
RESTORED DETAIL SUPERIMPOSED
RELATIVE TO ORIGINIAL BLOCKING

Q

J

•

1_

Gallery Wall
AS IT APPEARED IN 2 0 0 1
WITH ORIGINAL EVIDENCE SUPERIMPOSED

"rr

Drawings

The room at beginning of
study with plain trim.

C h i m n e y Wall
BEFORE 3 0 0 1 IHVESTIGATION

Locations of blocking
uncovered in study

Chimney Wall
AS IT APPEARED IN SOOI
UltTH ORIGINAL EVIDENCE SUPERIMPOSED

Where the evidence leads:

Chimney Wall
RESTORED
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Recognizing that the ghosts and block a foot out from chimney masonry is meant to box in a
broad chimneybreast allows for an appropriate mantle and Pitt to fit. The physical evidence
for strong overdoors is confirmed by alignment with nailer blocks.

Chimney Wall
RESTORED DETAIL SUPERIMPOSED
RELATIVE TO ORIGINAL BLOCKING

In contrast, the 1905 restoration left many original blocks orphaned.

Chimney Wall
AS IT APPEARED IN 2 0 0 1
WITH ORIGINAL EVIDENCE SUPERIMPOSED

Serendipities and the Unfinished Investigation
The act of investigation is a back and forth iterative process. It starts with a question. The question is then
considered in light of known documentary data. This may provide no information or, at the other extreme,
may appear to answer the question definitively. Likely it will be somewhere in between. Regardless, one
should look to see if the physical evidence agrees with the documents.
"Eyewitnesses" seldom agree on details and, as time passes, their vision is clouded and details become even
less distinct. "Ground truthing" is an essential portion of architectural forensics. The physical evidence
seldom provides a full answer in one location but rather provides a clue that allows for refinement of the
original question or a new hypothesis and then another bit of information found in a different area offers
supporting clues. The physical data will often shed light on a previously obscure portion of the documentary
record and that, in turn, may lead to a review of documents previously not considered relevant... and back
and forth as more pieces fall into or, in some cases, out of place.
Two nice illustrations of this process presented themselves in the Old Senate Chamber. When drawings of the
proposed reinterpretation of the space were finished, they were reviewed in light of how closely they might
relate to Georgian symmetry. If, as we proposed, the room in 1783 would have been a grand Georgian space
and, since Georgian architecture is closely tied to proportion and symmetry, thus meaning the location of
elements is often laid out geometrically; did those proportions underlay this restored view?
Since the niche is the only original feature remaining, it was the first to be tested against Georgian geometric
models and it immediately provided positive results. The rectangle created by the void space between the
pilasters and the necking band and the top of the dais is a root 2 (V2) rectangle. That is, if one makes a square
of the short side of a rectangle and designates that side to be 1 unit in length, then the diagonal of that square
will be the square root of 2, or 1.414. If the long side of the rectangle is equal to the diagonal of the square in other words 1.414 - then the rectangle is a root 2 rectangle. This is one of the most common of Georgian
proportions. The restored doorways to the Committee Room and to the Rotunda incorporate root 2 rectangles
providing a nice confirmation of the proposed reinterpretation of these features.

-Root 2 Raeiortoja—-

/

Root 2 rectangle geometry points to a higher baseboard for the Old Senate Chamber. This taller baseboard (blue line) would intersect the top of the dais.

The second illustration of "ground truthing" involves a reassessment of previously disregarded documents.
The unbuilt design proposals for the State House by Architect Joseph Horatio Anderson had not seemed
relevant when we first looked at the overall set. But looking back six months later with a better understanding
of how the room was detailed, we quickly recognized the precursor to the Old Senate Chamber was shown in
one of the building sections. It only makes sense that while the architect redesigned the arrangement of rooms
and made changes to the exterior design, he did not completely discard the design of all of the rooms.

The most formal room in the "traverse section" of Anderson's drawings shows a niche sculpted out of the end
wall with several steps up, while down the side wall a central chimneybreast with well-developed mantle is
flanked by matching doorways with prominent overdoors. The room is wrapped with a "plain dado" flush
wainscot trimmed out in a high baseboard.

In reviewing our drawings for the reinterpreted space, the lack of vertical alignment between the baseboard of
the niche and the baseboard running around the room seemed inconsistent. Calculating the root 2 against the
niche elevation suggested a higher baseboard should circulate the room and intersect the dais at the height of
the landing.
Given the grandeur of Joseph Horatio Anderson's original design and the determination by the construction
oversight committee that the builder had created a more elegant room than the contract required, it seems only
plausible that the Old Senate Chamber was this stylized and impressive.
Finally, for comparison with
another room on the same
level of importance from this
period, we have attached a
view of the Assembly Rooms
at Bath, England. Of
particular interest
geometrically are the welldeveloped high windows
ringing the space. Bath, like
Annapolis at the time, was a
fast-growing hub of
commerce where all the latest
fashions were seen first. Wall
plaster fragments and the
paint reveal in the niche of
the Old Senate Chamber have
uncovered a similar honeycolored faux stone treatment
to the appearance of the Bath
Assembly Room.

The Search for More Clues Continues
While this document represents a significant increase in knowledge about the room, there are still details
where a restoration today would need to rely on "typical of the period" decisions if more information is not
squeezed from the physical remains and further documentary sources are not sought. The 1905 restoration and
1878 testimonies refer to detailed plans that were drawn up by Architect George Fredericks prior to
demolition to allow for future replication and of a stash of fragments that had been located in the Land Office
Museum. 1905 Restoration Committee Chairman J. Appleton Wilson wrote that although the artifacts in the
Land Office Museum were not reused in 1905, they were still in the State House-based museum after their
restoration. More needs to be done to search out the disposition of these resources.
One can only speculate on what else must exist in period documents outside of state records, but it would be a
dereliction of due diligence not to make an effort to o visit other archival institutions and implore the public to
come forward with any photographs or documents, especially now that we have a better idea of the room's
earliest appearance.
Within the room there are also additional avenues of inquiry to be explored, including
*

High-end infrared photography;

*

Painstaking cleaning to remove the 1878 and 1905 plaster sludge from the walls to possibly uncover
earlier ghosts on the brickwork;

*

Opening up areas of the 1905 gallery where it meets the walls to better understand how it originally
contacted the back and end walls, the shape of the gallery, and details of the underside cornice and
beams;

*

High-end photogrammetry of the two 1868 stereoviews to squeeze out every detail and dimension that
can be acquired; and

*

With removal of the 1905 ceiling there may be some pockets or ledges that provided safe haven for
fragments from previous ceiling installations. At this point, we only have ceiling plaster from 1905. We
also might get lucky and find some early cornice evidence.
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Historic Conditions Report: Above-Ground Archaeological Investigations
of the Old Treasury Building, Maryland State House Grounds

Conducted for State of Maryland
Department of General Services
Alvin C. Collins, Secretary
DOS Project Number BA-491-070-203

Report Produced by John Greenwalt Lee Company
Lead Investigator: Charles A. Phillips, AIA, AIC
November 24, 2008

Project Overview:
Following removal of the tar and cement plaster from the interior walls that had caused damaged to
the masonry, our team was asked to investigate the walls of the Old Treasury to determine as much
about its earlier appearances as possible. More information is being collected as the year progresses,
including from below-grade archaeology conducted as part of the grade lowering and exterior
masonry repair project underway at the same time.
Built around 1735 as the state treasury, the building's masonry and construction methods are
indicative of the coarser grade of materials available at that time, nearly fifty years before
construction of the current State House (the third on this site). The earliest archival records indicate
that robbers were at the door soon after and several early modifications were made to keep intruders
at bay. One of the more significant early changes to the building occurred on the exterior with
considerable amounts of dirt imported to raise the height of the mound on which the third State House
was to be built as part of a project to make the government's position in town more imposing.
Charles Willson Peale's 1789 engraving shows the bare
muddy ground around the new State House that occurred
with the artificial creation of a high focal point for the new
government complex which included a grade rise around
the Treasury that apparently once sat high on a small knoll.
Recent archaeology found mostly clean fill on the site, with
only mid-nineteenth and twentieth century pipes and
alterations. This despite the fact the grade against the
building in early 2008 created a diminutive, half-buried
appearance to the Old Treasury similar to that depicted by
Peale in 1789.

Although the Treasury was built with impermeable stone foundations, grades invariably continue to
rise over time and by mid- to late-nineteenth century, soil buried nearly half of the perimeter
brickwork. With uphill water draining toward the Treasury and held against the porous brickwork by
wet earth, the building increasingly had moisture problems in the twentieth century, made worse by
attempts to remedy the situation with non-porous repointing mortars and impervious interior coatings.
In spite of physical assaults, decades of moth-balling, and several significant twentieth century
alterations for later occupants, the Old Treasury masonry survives in remarkably good shape. On its
walls and within the openings for doors and windows are hidden some intriguing information that
describe the building's earliest appearance as the state's repository of legal tender.
Not surprisingly given its history, the archival record for the Old Treasury is much spottier than that
for the State House itself. This report will focus primarily on the physical evidence, with references to
the relevant historical documents where appropriate. Separately bound addenda for archaeological
investigations by the Lost Towns Project/Anne Arundel County Trust for Preservation, Inc.; paint
analysis by Richard Wolbers at Winterthur; and a brief report on the exterior masonry and grading
project will be forthcoming shortly.

Old Treasury History of"Alterations

John Greenwalt Lee Company Report. November 19, 2008
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Introduction
The shape of the Old Treasury is hard to understand given its known function. Its form is reminiscent
of early churches and the vault beneath could not possibly have served a useful treasury function (and
in fact was a liability that could allow intruders to work up through the floors below undetected).
There is also a significant change in brickwork halfway up the building that is curious, suggesting
different periods of construction, possibly more than a pause from one season to the next. This
possibly dual early history bears more archival research at some point, if only for interest as an
historical oddity. For the sake of this report, we are focused primarily on trying to understand how it
may have looked during its early use as a public treasury, to determine what elements remain from
that period, and to record significant alterations. At this time, the future use of the building is
unknown, and so research included here is related to ensuring that the exterior masonry and grading
work is done in a manner that stabilizes and protects the structure, while providing enough
information to make decisions about ambulatory and ADA access to the building going forward.
How the building might have appeared in the 1730s
The earliest configuration of the Old Treasury is not fixed with the current evidence. However, we do
know the portico, whose walls were built after the main walls of the Treasury, is a very early addition,
and could possibly be an alteration during construction. The earliest known roofline was a hipped
roof, meaning the roof sloped down to meet each wall, creating a roof overhang around the entire
perimeter of the building. The cornice in place today dates from this period. Within the first fifty
years, the cornices were cut back on the street- and State House-facing ends of the building to create
gabled ends. Thus the brick and mortar of the gables is different.
By the time of Peale's 1789 engraving, the Old Treasury has gabled ends. This change may have
occurred in response to structural problems with the earlier hipped roof trusses and an internal arch.
The Proceedings of the 1773 Assembly state that the building "is in such a ruinous state that they are
for the present under the necessity of having it propped up as the walls are much cracked, which your
committee apprehend is owing to the great weight of a Brick Arch that covers the said house." While
there is no indication the smaller room had a vaulted ceiling prior to the last fifty years, the main
room of the Old Treasury has long been vaulted. This may have occurred as early as the alteration
from hipped to gable roof, since the 1773 document suggest an arched ceiling even within the tighter
confines of a hipped roof.
There were originally five windows, two on the front of the building and matching ones on the rear.
The central wing across from the front door also had an end window. Additional windows were added
over time to the chimney ends of the rooms, in both cases set on the left side of the chimney (as
viewed from the inside.) All of the windows have been altered, probably early in the second quarter
of the nineteenth century, with the addition of a heavy frame set on the outside of the original frames.
(Happily the original frames were left in place.)
The original windows were set back from the facade, with all of the woodwork being recessed four
inches from the brick face of the building. [This recessed detail became part of London building
codes in 1709 in response to the losses of the city's Great Fire, however this detail is not common in
Colonial America.] The original jambs remain on the two front windows. With our investigation, the
later jamb has been removed from the window left of the front door to uncover three sets of shutter
hardware and an early paint sequence beneath the nineteenth century frame. The interior shutter on
this window is an early element, but it has been cut down to fit the interior groove. Its original size
would have fit the original exterior shutter groove. In other words, the shutter now on the interior
likely was originally an exterior shutter. With only a single groove on the interior of the original
frame, the sashes would have been in the same plane, implying casement windows for the early
configuration. This would be appropriate for the 1730's. The bars on the front windows are original,
although infilled with later strips of wood. All exterior shutters in place today are 1949 vintage.
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In addition to the front door, there was an opening next to the chimney in what is now the gabled end
of the building facing the State House. It is not yet clear whether this opening started out as a door or
window, but by mid-eighteenth century it was a doorway. This is further supported by the early door
stoop with details typical of the period that was found outside. The middle portions of the north side
of this jamb retain undisturbed original brickwork. There were also post locations found adjacent to
this stoop that imply a covered doorway. By the time of the HABS drawings, the door had become a
window. This window was wider than the door that preceded it, leading to the masonry being altered
on the south or chimney-facing edge. The other window on this wall facing the State House was
eliminated (bricked up) by the end of the nineteenth century.
The doors in place in 2008, both exterior and interior, are good eighteenth century doors. The wooden
stock locks are late nineteenth century. The front door and the door to the vaulted wing out back are
typical of eighteenth century exterior doors for secure facilities, having a vertical board exterior and a
second layer of cross sheathing boards to create a strong door. The door that opened toward the State
House would have been similar in style. It is even possible that the door now in place on the interior
to the wing was originally in that location.
There was a nineteenth century shed addition in the northwest rear corner that was removed around
the turn of the twentieth century. The only significant impact on the structure appears to be the
transition of this opening from being a window (paralleling the front window that was removed for
inspection) to a door opening out into the shed, and finally back to being a window.
With the re-grading of the site back to its landscape appearance of the second half of the eighteenth
century, bringing the brick walls out of the dirt and stone foundations visible again, and with plans for
an ADA door where the west gable window was once a door leading onto the stoop remnant toward
the State House, the only anachronisms remaining would be the nineteenth-century window jambs
and the front steps to the portico.
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Physical Evidence on Exterior Elevations
Beginning at the vestibule and continuing clockwise
Color coding: green = end of season one building; blue = masonry alteration; pink = electrical
Floorplan with lettered elevations:

By the time of the HABS drawings in the 20th century, the function
and interiors of the building had changed. This drawing is to be used
only for locational purposes and elevation numbering.

Front Portico
The front portico is not toothed or built into the rest of the building's brickwork and thus was not part
of the original construction. However it is clearly constructed with mid-eighteenth century mortar,
suggesting it was an early addition. Originally the portico had a hipped roof along with the rest of the
building.

Green indicates earliest brickwork with area above having been added to create a gable.
Blue indicates replacement bricks.

The sides of the portico (elevations B and L are undisturbed but for one brick on L against building).
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With the Old Treasury having gone a thorough repointing in 1951, the front wall where hidden by the
portico, was the only location that could provide information about the original pointing mortar and
the appearance of the struck joint.

Similar to other early eighteenth-century mortars in Annapolis, this mortar is full of beach sand
peppered with fragments of slate-gray mussel shell and bright white blebs of frozen lime. The blade
width of the tool used to create the center-struck ruled line in the joint is wider than normal at 3/16".
An eighteenth-century ruled joint is created with the use of a straight edge, unlike the modern
grapevine joints seen around the cutout where the tool rides along the edges of the brick, increasing
the apparent irregularity of the brickwork. In contrast, ruled joints created by rolling a Moxon-type
jointer across a long straightedge produce a sense of uniformity in spite of irregular handmade bricks.

Joseph Moxon's 1678 Mechanick Exercises depicts a period jointer, shown here being rolled along a straightedge to create apparent uniformity.
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The Front Wall
The front walls indicate an initial period of construction with a hiatus at mid-window. The second
phase of construction incorporates a change in both brick and mortar. This second phase may be from
the next season or years later. The construction material of the portico resembles this upper
construction phase, suggesting the portico was an alteration during completion of the building.
Front Wall. Left of Portico, Elevation C:
The rise in grade has caused moisture to rise to a very high point on this wall (black line
delineating "tide line" denoting the congregation of salts. Some rebuilding took place underneath
the window.
This is an original window and retains much of the original jamb, bars, and early shutters. The
shutters on the interior were originally on the exterior.

Original jambs are were built into original masonry with a crisp masonry return of 4" before wood
Several generations of pintels have been mounted to the jamb and
several paint schemes indicate different sash stops.
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Front Wall, Rieht of Portico, Elevation K:
The base of this wall has been rebuilt in the twentieth century to the water table. The first phase
of construction is still intact above to the middle of the window. The window appears to have an
original frame hiding within nineteenth and twentieth century additions and alterations. The bars
are original and the interior shutters are early though apparently made for the exterior.

The stone apron was most complete in this front corner against the side of the porch.
Pattern viewed from above
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Gable End Wall Facing State House, Elevation D:
The 1949 Hopkins/Fowler report cites a photograph of the West elevation with the presence of a door
in the space currently occupied by a window. (Accession: MSA SC 293 p.8). Evidence of alteration to
the arch and masonry on the right-hand side indicate the opening was widened to accommodate this
large window. In addition, archaeologists recently discovered a stone stoop overlaid by an eighteenth
century brick stoop below what is now a window. The grade around the building rose considerably
with construction of an artificially elevated State House oval built to enhance the apparent influence
of government and its hierarchy over the Church. This 1770s soil importation began a cycle that
eventually led to the grade extending well up onto the brick walls, causing water damage from at least
the beginning of the twentieth century. Masonry changes included closing in the right-hand window
on the left side of the structure and changes to right of the current window. The evaporation/salt tide
line on this face of the structure is just above the window arch (meandering black line).

Brick door stoop being uncovered by archaeologists
Note the iron crimp for holding a timber in place and part of stone apron.

At right side of stoop, a post hole indicates doorway was covered.

The early brick stoop was a pyramid of steps with
a wooden timber outlining each level and filled
with bricks. There are nice hand-wrought straps
set in the wall that attached to the timbers to hold
them in place. The top step is missing. The floor
height inside is one step above that.
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Rear Elevation
Back Wall of Small Room. Elevation E:
This portion of the wall had a 19' century
shed added onto the structure, which
prompted the modification of the window
into a door. This window has been restored
to the second quarter of the nineteenth
century with eighteenth century-type
shutters. The evaporation/salt tide line
meanders across the upper half of the
window frame.

When the interior portland cement plaster and tar were removed from the building in early winter,
this and the D elevation here on the NW corner took three months to dry to a point the bricks did
not remain blood red and cool/damp to the touch. (See masonry treatment report.)
During recent re-grading of the site to lower the grade, bricks were uncovered in a line coming
out perpendicular from elevation D to a point almost perpendicular with elevation G (gable end of
wing), suggesting the shed at one time enclosed this area in an almost square box.

Later bricks uncovered
in line with Elevation D
suggest a large shed

Additionally, a congregation of early nails (
ge) in elevation F angled down from beneath the
eaves on this elevation, suggesting the pitch of a shed roof.
Northwest Side Wall of Wing. Elevation F:

This wall clearly shows the two phases of
construction. A large number of bricks have
been replaced on this wall before 2007, but
no clear pattern of alteration is apparent.
Could these be related to attachment points
for shelving or other uses inside the shed?
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Gable End of Wing. Elevation G:
The arch above the window has been
reconstructed, and has a crack leading up
from it towards the roof. The cornice has
been removed with the addition of the
vaulted ceiling. The discoloration to the
bottom of the building indicates the later
grade line.

Cornice cuts occurring with change from hipped to gable roofline:

Northeast Return Wall of Wing, Elevation H:
This wall shows the two phases of construction clearly.
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Cornice cuts occurring with change from hipped to gable roof:

LIKE DEMARCATING SlU'TCH FROM STONE TO B R C X

200-'

GRADE LINE

I

STONE l \ FOUNDATION WHICH WOULD HAVE ORIGINALLY BEEN JUST BELOW GRADE
HAVE

Back Wall of Large Room. Elevation I:

Repairs have been made to the bottom of the window. Ghost marks of the shutters show clearly
around the window. This wall shows the two phases of construction clearly. Note the absence of a
tide line on this elevation, since the stone foundations remained above grade.
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Street-facing Gabled End Wall of Large Room, Elevation J:

The cornice has been removed, and the ceiling vaulted. The window was cut in later, thus the arch
and jambs are rebuilds. The door to the vault below has been shortened to half its original height.

Vault entrance reduced due
to grade rise.
Is brick build-out beyond
face of wall (below pipe,
left) related to an earlier
attempt to reduce break-in
possibility via digging under
wall? [Vault door at earlier
height extended to near base
of foundation.
V.

Interior of Vault Facing State Circle
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A history of break-in attempts at the Old Treasury:
24 March 1747 - Article from the Maryland Gazette. Reports on an attempted break-in to the Paper
Currency Office on March 2, 1747. Also quotes Proceedings of the Council, Vol. XXVIII on the same
event. (MSA SC 5224-B4-F10)
26 August 1762 - Article from the Maryland Gazette reporting an attempted break-in to the Paper
Currency Office. (MSA SC 5224-B4-F10)
8 October 1784 - Payments to various individuals for actions relating to the apprehension of two
individuals suspected of robbing the Treasury Building. Auditor General (Journal) MSA S 150-5, Peter
Force Collection B-2, MSA SC 4391, page 478
31 March 1791 - Letter from Thomas Harwood to the Governor and Council describing recent attempt
made on the treasury by way of breaking a hole in the brick wall of the repository. The attempt was
rendered unsuccessful by the ceiling of the plank on the inside. The letter also lists repairs necessary
to insure against additional attempts. (MARYLAND STATE PAPERS (Series A) MSA S 1004-72-40.)

1783 Description of the building by Johann David Schoepf, a visitor to Annapolis:
"Next the State House is a little building of one storey meant for the publick treasury. It is said
to be a very strong and fast building, doors and windows I saw well-barred and fixed but with
all this the house is empty. The real Treasuries of this province, throughout the war, were the
tobacco-warehouses; the taxes for the most part being assessed and paid in tobacco and
other produce, because the people had no hard money and unfortunately have none still."
Travels in the Confederation, Translated and edited by Alfred J. Morrison
Philadelphia, 1911, p. 365. MSA SC 2745
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Physical Evidence on Interior Elevations
The Main (or "Large") Room
Clockwise from front door to corner:
On the interior, the large room that one enters into from the front door had a flat ceiling during the
hipped roof period. The addition of the vaulted ceiling (an eighteenth century alteration) necessitated
the change to a gabled roof. This change also led to the chimneybreast above what had been the flat
ceiling to be filled out square with the jambs below, thus providing an appearance similar to the
current arrangement.
One wonders at the success of this alteration, given a November 27, 1765 document: "Your
Committee further Report that the House wherein the Commissioners for Emitting Bills of Credit keep
their Office is in such a ruinous State that they are for the present under the necessity of having it
proped up as the Walls are much cracked, which your Committee apprehend is owing to the great
W e i g h t of a Brick A r c h that C o v e r s the said H o u s e . " Committee Report on the state of the building, Proceedings
and Acts of the General Assembly, November 16 - December 23, 1773 Session, page 55.

The pattern of nailing blocks implies a high wainscot paneling for this main room. The same
construction phases visible on the exterior are also visible on the interior brickwork.

Chair rail

Example of mid-eighteenth
century high wainscot with
panels continuing above the
chair rail. From an unknown
building; stored at Menokin in
Warsaw, VA.

Front Wall Evidence:
The front door is likely to be original. Note angled battens on the interior face in contrast to vertical
boards on exterior, creating a strong security door. Unfortunately the frame was replaced in 1949.
Some rebuilding has occurred at
the top of the door for a modern
lintel (blue).

There is a distinct line between
construction seasons (seen here
highlighted with green along
lower half).

Wood blocks for attaching high wainscot (above) have since been replaced with bricks (mid-wall line
of blue blocks). Lines of smaller wood blocks (yellow) set into joints were used to attach molding.
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Main Room, continuing counter-clockwise from front door

Facing State House.
This wall has been
altered for electrical
wiring (pink). More
brick infill of nailer
block locations.

Looking toward Back Wing:

window

This wall curiously shows three distinct early phases of construction where the others just show two.
Rebuilding has occurred in patches through the length of the wall and along the left side of the door.

Chimney Wall:
The window was
cut in later.
The chimneybreast
was modified for a
vaulted ceiling.
The arch to the
bressmer timber
has been rebuilt
with shell mortar
probably in the
18th century.
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Small Room
In the smaller room, the vaulting of the ceiling is much more recent than in the large room and
probably dates to the twentieth century. The chimneybreast has not been squared up above the line
where the ceiling had been flat and thus has an awkward naked appearance.
This room may have had a wainscot, however, it would not have been imposing as in the main room.
Wall Adjoining Large Room

The wall above the
flat ceiling line is
constructed with
materials that
match the vaulting
in the large room.
Although HABS
devoted two pages
of drawings to the
lock on this door,
the lock is a stock
nineteenth century
model. The door is
eighteenth century.

IA.
Front Wall
This interior shutter may once
have been on the exterior,
having had the bottom rail cut
down, possibly to fit inside.

I

The security window bars are
hand-wrought originals.
The other windows in this
room have been outfitted to
look like this window using
modern materials.
The line of brick infill (blue)
again suggests high wainscot,
although it would be less
ornate in this small room.
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Small Room continued:
Chimney Wall

^

-«"'*

m

t
A window to the left of the chimney has been infilled and the arch of the chimney has been reworked.
The window on the right hand of this wall used to be a doorway. The masonry next to the chimney
shows evidence of the opening being enlarged for this purpose, causing an asymmetrical opening.

Back Wall, Northwest corner of building

IW^Sffilfcjj

+ir

The opening on the back wall of the small room has cycled from
being a window paralleling the window on the front wall to a door
out into an early nineteenth century shed room, and finally back to a
window. The current frame is twentieth century with recycled
nineteenth century material used for blocking.
Archival Record:
1 May 1804 - Proposal for repairing the Treasury from Ezekiel
Jacobs: "For cleaning the old roof and covering with shingles to be
plained and squared to shew not exceeding seven inches length the roof containing about 21 1/2 squares. $162.50
For putting a floor in the South End room of the treasury and chair
and washboards. $65.00 For building a woodhouse of brick a nine
inch wall the rise/ of it to enclose the upper square formed between
the treasury room and the main building. $190.00 (Total)
MARYLAND STATE PAPERS (Series A) Box 87 - 138. MdHR 6636/87/138

Old Treasury History of Alterations

John Greenwalt Lee Company Report. November 19, 200

Page 1 8 o f l S

Old Senate Chamber and
Old Treasury Investigations, 2008

Interim Report on Archival and Architectural Evidence
Old Senate Chamber at the Maryland State House
09/17/2008 (updated on 11/24/2008)

Window Wall
RESTORED

C h i m n e y Wall
RESTORED

Report by the John Greenwalt Lee Company
Produced for Maryland Department of General Services, Alvin C. Collins, Secretary
Contract Number BA-491-070-203
Lead Investigator: Charles A. Phillips, AIA, AIC
with John Lee, Ellen Hagsten and Lisa Wilkerson

The Maryland State House in Historical Context
The Declaration of Independence not only set off an armed conflict between the American
colonies and the most powerful nation in the world, but also loosed an internal struggle for
power between the colonies. Selection of the new seat of national government was a significant
aspect of that wrangling and positioning. The primary contesters were New York, Pennsylvania,
and Maryland, through their proxies New York City, Philadelphia, and Annapolis. After years of
competition, George Washington chose to avoid the competing cities and states to carve an
unaffiliated city out of Maryland and Virginia in the swamps at the falls of the Potomac.
At the time of the Declaration of Independence, Annapolis was a relatively young town
compared to the major seaports and seats of commerce at New York and Philadelphia. In fact in
1776, Philadelphia was the second largest English-speaking city in the world, exceeded only by
London. Annapolis, throwing its hat into this ring was staking out its future. Yet by this time
Annapolis was rapidly becoming a cultural center and, as the state capitol, those with political
aspirations began flocking to the area. Many of the great houses being constructed around the
State House during the 1769-1776 time period (Paca, Brice, Ogle Hall, Chase-Lloyd) were the
city homes of wealthy planters hoping to parlay their prosperity into political clout. Under
construction since 1772, the Maryland State House (or Stadt House as it was known at the time)
decried the growing wealth and importance of the planter and merchant classes of Annapolis.
Early plans for the building by Joseph Horatio Anderson exemplified high-style Georgian
windows, doors and mantles treatments for the primary rooms.. .and the plans were apparently
exceeded in quality and grandeur in the final execution.
The stateliness of the finished State House was widely acclaimed and visiting Europeans
frequently commented that Annapolis was very cosmopolitan for its size. The quality of the
theatre and social scene of Annapolis was regularly commented on by notables such as Charles
Willson Peale. In this way Annapolis might have been comparable to Bath, England where the
latest styles were exhibited before they caught on in the more conservative London.
In 1781, French army chaplain Abbe Robin wrote "This opulence was particularly observable at
Annapolis. That very inconsiderable town, standing at the mouth of the river Severn, where it
falls into the bay, out of the few buildings it contains, has at least three-fourths such as may be
stiled elegant and grand. The state-house is a very beautiful building, I think the most so of any I
have seen in America. The peristyle is set off with pillars, and the edifice is topped with a
dome."1 In 1787, George Washington's friend, Englishman Samuel Vaughan, wrote of Annapolis
in his diary: "The city contains about 450 houses, 2500 inhabitants, State House, Court House,
Gaol, Church, Governor's House, poor house, playhouse, assembly room and the following
gentlemen have superb houses that would not disgrace Westminster, Mr. Stone, Messrs. Wallace,
Johnson, and Dr. Scott. Here, Mr. Mann keeps an excellent public house. Four rooms on a floor
and one for company, 66 feet by 21 feet. The second story lodging rooms all wainscoated to the
ceiling might vie with any tavern in England."2
September 21, 1781- Abbe Robin ' New Travels in America ' Transcription by PriiUip Freneau (Philadelphia. 1783) MSA SC 5287-1-186

Quote 01 Samuel Vaughn on page 22 ot Annapolis Houses. 1770-1775" by Peering Davis. Architectural Book Publishtng Co Inc. 1947. [Original Vaughn diary at Library of Congress]
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The committee that released Builder Charles Wallace from his contract as the building was being
occupied in 1779 commented: "The committee have examined the stadt-house throughout, and
are of opinion, that many parts thereof are finished with more elegance than was required by the
contract, particularly the front door, great hall, and court, the senate house and house of
assembly, the president's and speaker's seats, and the galleries." Apparently the committee was
impressed with the whole of the Senate Chamber, and especially the President's Seat (niche and
dais) and the Gallery. With these sorts of comments one might expect the room to have been one
of the finest Georgian rooms in America.
That was not our impression walking into the room in 2007.
No longer high-style Georgian in 2007
By 2007, the niche within the engaged columns and pediment of the President's Seat was still
attention-grabbing, but nothing else in the room quite made it to that level. The doors, windows,
and mantle were particularly lacking. The research that we have accomplished since then has
revealed the usual slow progression of alterations common to any historic space, with the first
significant work being done in 1792 and 1798, including changes largely associated with the
lower level of the gallery and the replacement of the ceiling and cornice. While changes
continued, the room was on the whole still recognizable until 1877-8 when the State House,
including the Old Senate Chamber, was gutted so that only the internal portions of the niche
survived. The resulting room was dressed in High Victorian, Renaissance Revival and remained
that way until 1905 when a "Restoration" was undertaken. That Restoration was based largely on
two circa 1868 stereoviews, one of the President's Seat and the other of the Gallery starting with
the left-hand column and stopping halfway between the third and forth columns, thus not
including details at either end. Neither stereoview shows typical door or window dressings.
During the restoration, elements not shown in these two photographs were based on the limited
1905 understanding of "Colonial Design." By today's standards, very little physical
investigation was conducted and despite the claims of the restoration committee's chair, J.
Appleton Wilson, that objects in the photographs were copied in minute detail, there are few
items that bear even a close resemblance under scrutiny. Even the proportional spacing of the
gallery columns was off by more than two feet across the front, and the engaged columns with
pediment over the niche were buried too far into the wall. The result was a considerable
lessening of the prominence of the entire seat. The dais was too small and, having received a
third level that never existed historically, the top was too small to be functional. There was a reRestoration in 1940 primarily associated with removing misproportioned overdoors, removing
the shelf and frieze of the mantle (presumably to provide more room for the Washington,
Lafayette, and Tilghman Painting) and installing an antique floor from another building.
Thus in 2007 the niche was the only original material and the only accurate representation in a
room with failing twentieth-century plaster. The need to remove the compromised plaster and
finishes on the walls presented our team with an opportunity to physically investigate the room ground truthing the documentary materials - and develop a more accurate conception of the
room when George Washington resigned his commission in December 1783 and a few weeks
later in 1784 when the Treaty of Paris was ratified.

Introduction

Unfortunately the demolition work in 1877 was thorough and the 1905 plaster friable enough to
have muddied the surface. Despite these obstacles, a great deal has been gleaned. The
documentary records also provide an interesting perspective on the space. Information previously
gathered by the Maryland State Archives onto mdstatehouse.net provided a good starting point,
but certainly must not be considered an end. The investigation - both physical and documentary
- has reached an interim plateau. The revised appearance that has begun to emerge should help to
focus future research efforts.
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Report Organization
The creation of this document involved gathering, organizing, and interpreting the documentary
and physical evidence associated with the Old Senate Chamber, while focusing on 1783 when
George Washington resigned his commission, in the process immortalizing the space.
This report starts by presenting the individual clues to the puzzle that have been uncovered,
organized feature by feature, working down from ceiling to floor. Within each feature the clues
are largely organized chronologically, but the timeline has occasionally been interrupted where
for reasons of clarity and inter-connectivity it was important to highlight a particular relationship.
A summary follows the evidence for each and the evidentiary section is synthesized into a
summary ties the features together to present a picture of the room as a whole.
The summaries are followed by several sets of drawings depicting the room before investigation,
annotating the location of physical evidence, and providing an initial interpretation of the
evidence as it might relate to the original appearance of the room. These drawings are then
followed by two more sets that show the physical evidence overlaid on elevations of the room in
2007 [e.g. 1905 restoration with some updates] and on the Georgian design that the evidence
seems to be indicating for 1783, in the process confirming the relationship of physical and
archival evidence.
There is more documentary and physical research to be done in order to refine the restored
drawings and the finial section ("Serendipity") reiterates this case through descriptions of how
some documentary evidence that has surfaced after the restored views were drawn has reaffirmed
our conclusions.

Introduction

How this Project and Report Developed
In November 2006, we were asked to look at the Old Senate Chamber to provide a second
opinion on how water was getting into the room. There were many areas of peeling paint and salt
erupting through the plaster with the area behind the speaker's desk in the Northeast corner
showing the heaviest deterioration. Previous studies had suggested various alternate sources of
the water, but within ten minutes we pinpointed condensation. Combined with incompatible
modern paint coatings on the surface, water condensing on the cooler surfaces of the walls in the
Old Senate Chamber was causing the deterioration of the plaster and finishes. Beneath the
surface the wall was dry.
At the time, it was believed that no traces of earlier plaster or evidence of the room's earlier
appearance remained beneath the restored 1905 plaster, so we were asked to remove the failing
plaster behind the speaker's desk at the corner and re-plaster it before the legislature returned in
January. As soon as we began removing plaster, we realized that there were remnants of earlier
painted plaster remaining on the wall and in the joints of the brickwork. We instead decided to
label the partially dissected area to provide an educational exhibit explaining that through
selective demolition and analysis we might learn a great deal more about how the room had
appeared in 1783. We then built a foamcore panel to mimic the plaster below the chair rail so that
the area could be covered for the cameras if needed. From the interest this reveal through the
plaster inspired, the larger project to investigate the earlier appearance of the room developed to
include both a review of the archival materials on mdstatehouse.net and to search for clues
remaining on the walls through selective demolition and analysis, something akin to aboveground archaeology.
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Investigating Historic Buildings
By Charles A. Phillips
Background
It has been said that the work Paul Buchanan and I did at Gunston Hall in Mason Neck, Va. in
the 1980s reinvented historic building investigation. By that time, Paul had retired after 31 years
at Colonial Williamsburg, ending up as Director of Architectural Research. By contrast, I was a
young firebrand having just finished 3-1/2 years as the Director of Restoration at Old Salem.
Williamsburg and Old Salem had different cultures and so had evolved divergent ways of doing
things in the decades since the Boston architectural firm of Perry, Shaw and Hepburn had done
the initial work recording and restoring the first buildings at Williamsburg in the 1930's and
Salem in the 1950's. Paul had a professional degree in architecture from the University of
Virginia, but had worked as an architectural historian and never needed to have a license. I had
degrees in history, architecture, and preservation from the University of Texas and became a
licensed architect in 1983. Together we worked as a great team with enough mutual respect to
blithely tear apart the other's hypotheses and hubris enough to attack our own when necessary.
From Historic Structures Report to Historic Structures File
Colonial Williamsburg and the National Park Service had similar methods of developing Historic
Structure Reports prior to undertaking significant work on any of their buildings. This involved
lengthy gathering of historic data and a rigorous investigation and poking at the structure in
question. Both produced heavy narrative tomes that sat on the shelf after creation and would
literally require a week of searching to find all of the references to a particular window.
Frank Horton, the independent thinker who started the Museum of Early Southern Decorative
Arts [MESDA] at Old Salem with $1 million of his own R.J. Reynolds stock and his own
decorative arts collection, had established a unique historic buildings filing system while
Director of Restoration at Old Salem before me. The town of Salem was set up along European
lines like a great estate with all of the land held by the Moravian Church. Lots were leased to
community members and the town's early maps created a system of numbered building lots.
Salem had the first building code in North Carolina back in the 1780's and all construction
required permission. Horton had personally gone through the Moravian Archives extracting
photographs and sentence-by-sentence breakdowns of the records up to mid-19th century.
In the days before word processors, this involved re-typing each line often several times if it
referred to more than one building lot or more than one material, like nails, glass, etc. All of
these snip-its resided in the lot files along with photographs and any current information that
Frank came across. In the end, this meant it only took an hour to sit down with a file and put the
loose information in chronological order to digest the history of a building, material, technique,
or person in the community. This method of research and organization - constructed without a
specific question in mind - is unusual and more akin to a brainstorming session.

Introduction

Since the Maryland State House was briefly the national capitol, we must consider the likelihood
that artifacts other than just the uniform Washington wore at his resignation might be stored at
the Smithsonian or in other national archival collections. We might even find that Architect
George Frederick's claim that he carefully drew the room in 1877 before it was gutted is indeed
true and his files still exist for us to find.
In order to achieve a credible restoration, we must continue the search until all leads are
exhausted. At the same time, we must recognize this room is a national, not just a local, treasure.
A nationwide appeal this fall for any information or pictures citizens may have of this room
would be an appropriate prelude to preparations for the 225th anniversary of George
Washington's resignation of his military commission and the signing of the Treaty of Paris,
formalizing our independence from England.
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ANNOTATED EVIDENCE

After the General Overview, the following documentation - including annotations of archival
documents and photographs ofphysical evidence uncovered during our investigation of the room
- proceeds top down through the Old Senate Chamber (ceilings, cornice, lighting, walls,
wainscot, doors, windows,....). Accession numbers are those on mdstatehouse.net.
This document contains photographs that require authorization for reproduction for which
permission has not been sought by these authors as this report was produced for internal
consumption and education of the members of Maryland's State House Trust in preparation for
repairs in the Old Senate Chamber.
If a decision is made to distribute this document more widely, issues of authorization will need to
be addressed by the Trust.

General Conditions & Introduction to Evidence

STATE HOUSE

"Travels through the United States of North America 1795, 96, 97 Duke de Is Roche fouesult Liancourt
"The state-house Is one of the largest public buildings in the
United States, and its Interior the aoet complete and finished,
at least as far as she plan is at present executed.

This structure,

which has already cost one hundred and thirty thousand dollars, will
probably require froa fifteen to twenty thousand sore before It is
completed, which it will soon be, as the legislature grants every
year the necessary suss for this purpose.

It contains apartments

of the executive council, and rooms for the principal officers of
the state, except for the governor, who has a house built by the
state.

It has s large cupola with a lantern at the top, which is

ascended by a commodious staircase, and from whence there is a prospect as far as the Atlantic, beyond the Chesapeak; of the peninsula
of Delaware-bay; and of the little point of Jersey, which separates
It from Annapolis."

Circa 1797 - Description of the present condition and cost of building the State House by Duke Francois-AlexandreFrederic le Rochefoucault-Liancourt, in his Travels Through the United States of North America, The Country of the
Iroquois and Upper Canada, in the Years 1795, 1796, and 1797 by the Duke de la Rochefoucault-Liancourt, London:
Printed for R. Phillips, 1799. Transcription by Shirley Baltz.

Accession: MSA SC 5224-B4-F11

Annotation: As a duke, Liancourt presumably was in a position to have seen elegance in the
US and Europe. His use of "most complete and finished" is in reference to the design and
quality of details and finishes and not to completeness of execution as indicated by the
phrase that followed.
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Sketches of the Old Senate Chamber for painting of Washington Resigning by John Trumbull. Helen A. Cooper, John
Trumbull: The Hand and Spirit of a Painter, (Yale University Art Gallery, New Haven, 1982) pp. 88-90
Accession: MSA SC 5287-11-435

1822 John Trumbull sketch in preparation for paintings that were finally executed years later:

Annotation: This view is a mirror image of the room. (We are not aware of Trumbull using
a drawing aid to reverse the room and the inaccurate proportions suggest one was not
used.) The reversed view was probably chosen to allow the painter to place people in their
symbolic positions - George Washington in the center facing the artist with the most
important figures to his right - and then bathe Washington in focal light that could not
have come from behind him. Additionally, if the wall had been represented correctly with
windows along this wall, the painting would have been complicated by natural light.
Trumbull appears to be emphasizing a few elements with dark shadow lines. He even does
a detail of an entablature breakout at a column. In this overall sketch the left corner of the
two doors, mantle, columns of the gallery, right corner of the window next to the dais all
have darkened shadow lines and the doors and possibly the mantle have an extra line,
possible to delineate the break.
The circa 1868 photos show us that the entablature of the gallery breaks at the four
columns while the pediment over the president's niche does not.

General Conditions & Introduction to Evide

68

XA&TXAHD HISTORICAL MAGAZINE.

made by Mr. W. M. Chase, 941 W. Franklia St. On writing
to him he said he could find no negatives of the old Chamber
but sent me a small photograph of the wall opposite the gallery
which was he had discovered, ia an old sample book. Of
course this was exactly what we lacked, and gave us the columns, and entablature about the niche. I then wrote for a
photo of Trumbull's picture in the rotunda of the Capitol at
Washington, and Mr. Elliott Woods, the Architect in charge,
sent me a very clear p r i n t This picture was painted in 1814
and from it we were able to reproduce the hoods and consoles
above the two small doors, one of which is false. The photographs had been taken about 1868 before any changes had been
made in the room escept that the chimney breast had been
removed. As Mr. Frederick has stated that he had prepared
careful drawings of the gallery so that it might easilv be reproduced, 1 asked him that we might have the advantage of these.
He replied, under date of June 16, 1905, that he had given
up his office, and such papers as he had retained were packed
away, and he was about to leave the City for some months and
could not comply with my request.
The small photograph of the South wall also showed the main
doorway and the enclosure below the gallery for spectators.
This had small swing doors with panels of gathered silk, and
on each side, a small bracketed seat for a door keeper. These
were reproduced as accurately as a minute examination of the
photograph admitted. I n my constant search for authorities
I found a copy of the Columbian Magazine published in
Philadelphia, February, 1789, which contained a short notice of the State House, and more important still, a plan of
the main floor. This plan showed the gallery columns on the
floor, the location of fireplace and doors in West wall. These
were merely confirmatory, but the " Throne " for the Speaker
was all important and was shown as three risers above floor
and of an oval shape, somewhat, flatter than a half circle. This
was carefully followed. It also gave the original staircases,
one on either side of the building, from a landing of one of

">
>
J

March 19, 1927 - Restoration of the Old Senate Chamber by J. Appleton Wilson. From the Maryland Historical
Magazine. MSASC 1455
Accession: MSASC 5287-7-105

Annotation: The circa 1868 stereoview of the niche - the earliest photographic
representation - was provided by Photographer W.M. Chase of Baltimore.
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port outlining what had been done and what other work was
aecesary. This report was appended to his message of that
year." The above ia quoted from a long article which appeared in the Sun of Dec. 26, 1903, by Mr. George A. Fredwick, who was the Architect in charge of the work at the
r'time, and who prepared the report, l i e continues: " All the
r ; plastering had been removed (from the Senate Chamber) and
,. restored from drawings and modek made from casfs of the
original ornamental parts. I much regretted in this room,
being compelled to remove the gallery, which for want of time
could not be replaced. It was in a ruinous and dangerous condition. Careful measurements were taken aud accurate drawings prepared of overy part, so that nothing n-ill prevent its
exact reproduction, if such should be determined upon. JTot
only was the gallery in a ruinous condition, but its removal
t t that time was an imperative necessity, as the room itself
eould not be repaired, and the gallery (as it existed) kept in
position during the progress of the work. The Board of Public
. Works fully realized thin, and held a special meeting to consider the course to pursue, and as I insistingly advised its
;. WXmstniction should be done in materials of more substantial
-* character than those first employed, and as time was pressing
to get the chamber ready for the meeting of the General AsTwnbly, and moreover, as the Board of Public Works already
* had gone far beyond the appropriation made for the repairs,
, it Concluded it was better to leave the renewal and replacement
„,af this work to the decision of the then fast approaching ses, *tipn. With the close of the work at that time, my employment
*".M Architect'ceased."
jJU'He then says, " I a the latter half of 1877, night and day I
.--»worked and labored for the State of Maryland in the comple.' 'tion of the repairs, harder than ever I did in my life. The
<
. * legislature, impotent to vent its resentment on the Board of
.;*•• Public Works, for having as it claimed, transcended its powers
\ .-in exceeding the appropriation made, as a/so its defined objects,
*S « w fit to punish me, the Board's agent, by withholding nearly

March 19, 1927 - Restoration of the Old Senate Chamber by J. Appleton Wilson. From the Maryland Historical
Magazine. MSA SC 1455

Accession: MSASC 5287-7-105

Annotation: It appears that all of the carved elements were made of plaster in the original
construction. Mr. Frederic considered this of low quality and incapable of being repaired
and reused. It should be noted that ten years earlier the Corps of Engineers recommended
that Mount Vernon be re-created in marble due to the insubstantial nature of wood
(perceptions of durability among architects of the era may therefore be suspect).

General Conditions & Introduction to Evidence

Just up Maryland Avenue from the
State House is a building of the same
period with most of its original
materials remaining. The front door at
Hammond Harwood strongly
resembles the niche in the Old Senate
Chamber with all the Georgian
embellishments including a prominent,
projecting pediment over full columns
that does not break forward across the
leaf frieze.
The console bracket at the window
over Hammond Harwood's front door
depicts a typical 1770s bracket with
bold leafy embellishments down the
face. This is the sort of feature that
would likely have framed the frieze for
the overdoor/overwindow and possibly
the mantle of the Old Senate Chamber.
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Assembly Room, Bath, UK (Constructed in 1771)
This public assembly room was built before the State House was begun; making it appear
that large stone-colored assembly rooms with a gallery across the entry end were in vogue.
'

Niche paint reveal

The Senate Chamber being the upper house would have been the
most elegant space other than possibly the governor's office and
would have been comparably elegant to this room in Bath. Note the
windows are no less developed than the gallery. The fragments of
original wall plaster found in the Old Senate Chamber indicate the
original decorative finish was a creamy yellow with a glaze stippled
on top to create a warm stone appearance similar to that
represented in the Bath Assembly Room. The Old Senate Chamber
was later repainted to "spruce up" the room with a single coat of
paint that attempted to match the dirtied multi-layer early finish.

General Conditions & Introduction to Evidence

The 1868 stereocards are the first photographic views and, since photos are relatively unbiased,
we can trust what they show within the frame. The stereoviews show the 1792 alterations are in
place on the gallery, but unfortunately the frame does not include the gallery ends and the central
pediment is largely obscured by the very large 1858 gas chandelier and its globes, while the
niche is pretty well shown where it is not also obscured by the chandelier. The niche wall also
shows paintings covering the locations of windows.
In the 1830's several additional large paintings are ordered for the room and apparently with
insufficient wall space windows are sacrificed. Does this also explain the three rather than four
windows on Lossing's window wall? And if so, which window was obscured? Close examination
of the windows when they are all uncovered may answer that question. Unfortunately these two
1868 views show no unaltered doors or windows.
While changes continued to be made, the original appearance of the room would have still been
recognizable until 1877-8 when the State House, including the Old Senate Chamber, was gutted
and only the internal portions of the niche survived. The resulting room was dressed in High
Victorian, Renaissance Revival and remained that way until 1905 when a "restoration" was
undertaken. That restoration was based largely on the two 1868 stereo views, one of the
President's Throne and one of the Gallery. The gallery view is limited starting with the left hand
column and stopping halfway between the third and forth columns, thus not including either
gallery end. Neither shows typical door or window dressings. The elements not shown in these
photos were replaced based on the limited understanding of "Colonial Design" in 1905. By
today's standards very little physical investigation was conducted and, despite the claims of
copying the photos in minute detail, there are almost no details that actually match the
photographs accurately. Even the proportional spacing of the columns on the gallery is off by
more than two feet across the front, and the engaged columns carrying the pediment over the
niche are buried too far into the wall, with the result of lessening the prominence of the entire
seat. The dais is too small and by having a third level that never existed historically, the top is too
small to be functional.
There was some limited re-Restoration in 1940, primarily associated with removing overdoors
that were misproportioned, removing the shelf and frieze of the mantle (presumably to provide
more room for the Washington, LaFayette, and Tilghman painting); and re-laying the floor with
salvaged antique flooring from an unknown building.
Thus in 2007 the niche was the only original material exposed and the only accurate
representation in a room with seriously failing 20th century plaster. This presented an opportunity
to physically investigate the room by "ground truthing" the documentary materials and working
toward a more accurate understanding of what the room was like in 1783 when George
Washington resigned his commission and a few weeks later in 1784 when the Treaty of Paris was
ratified. Unfortunately the demolition work in 1877 was very thorough and the 1905 plaster very
muddy, combining to leave very little evidence, and then obscuring what was left. Despite these
obstacles, a great deal has been gleaned. The documentary records also provide an interesting
perspective on the space and the materials on mdstatehouse.net are a good starting point but
certainly should not be considered an endpoint at this stage. The research - both physical and
documentary - has reached an interim plateau, but more remains to be done.
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Following is a description of what has emerged from the investigations to date.
Entry Door
One entered the room from the Great Hall into the lower level of the gallery through a door
which was dressed with flat paneled pilasters like on the niche of the President's Throne mirrored
on the opposite wall and visible between the center two columns of the Gallery as there was no
vestibule from the hall. The entire Senate Chamber glowed as if constructed of honey-colored
limestone or possibly amber, for both walls and trim are painted in imitation of stone.
Gallery
The underside of the gallery was recessed in a manner that allowed a small cornice to run around
the perimeter of each recess between the structural front beam and the beams running between
the columns and the back wall. The underside of the front beam was paneled; the others may
have been as well. The columns rested on low plinths, but were not interrupted or connected by
wainscot nor were there risers for seats. [The outer two column shafts are original but not
properly located]. The fully carpeted floor of the room ran all the way to the back wall. The
balustrade at the upper level was 3" lower allowing for a more rotund baluster typical of
Georgian design.
Doors and Windows
The doors and windows were adorned with trim approximately 14" wide and proportionally
adjusted to the opening. The door and window trim was based on the pilasters at the niche with
full entablatures above. The masonry opening for the door to the committee room was 4" wider
than the false door, making it a full 4 feet wide. The paneled pilasters of the windows sat on plain
pedestals which were simply forward-projecting sections of the plain dado [unpaneled or flushboarded] wainscot. The recess of the window extended down to the floor allowing the wainscot
to visually wrap in across the window. And at least at the end-of-construction certification,
paneled shutters were in the jambs, but not yet been hung on hinges and thus were inoperable but
probably tacked in place. This may have still been the condition in 1792.
Niche and Dais
The President's Seat was similar to the 1905 recreation, but was bolder with the engaged
columns just touching the wall rather than being 1/3 buried; the entablature did not break at the
columns, instead running from column to column at full forward projection; and instead of
having bay leaves or tobacco leaves, the pulvinated frieze had oak leaves to signify permanence.
The dais was almost two feet wider at the base and only two risers high providing a top that is
well over 2' wider than the 1905 and a broad, almost 2'-wide first step that provided an ample
platform for speakers.
The paint reveal down to the original stone finish of the niche also uncovered evidence of an
overlying three-dimensional decoration which has yet to be deciphered, but appears to include a
line of leaves standing up on the necking below the semi-dome and a series of original nails run
horizontally at mid-dome, presumably holding something more substantial.

Ceilings

1825

Accession: MSA SC 5287-2-144

7 May - "Ordered that the walls of the Senate, House of Delegates and Executive Chamber and
Committee rooms be yellow washed, the ceilings and stucco cornice be cleaned, the woodwork
painted, that suitable carpet be put down in the said chambers and the desks repaired under the
direction of the Governor."
23 July - Andrew Slicer paid $119.50 for making carpet, repairing and varnishing desks and chairs
and painting in the Senate Chamber."
GOVERNOR AND COUNCIL (Proceedings) 1825-1830. MSA S 1071-36.

1826

Accession: MSA SC 5287-3-132

"21 April - Washington G. Tuck ordered to cause the ceiling of the Senate Chamber and the
House of Delegates room to be carefully examined and if it is found necessary to have the same
repaired and put in a safe condition - also that Jeremiah Boyd cause such repairs to be made to
the top of the Dome of the State House as may be found absolutely necessary for its
preservation, as provided for by Resolution of the General Assembly.
25 October - Washington G. Tuck paid $269.52 for repairs of the ceiling of the Senate Chamber
and the House of Delegates under a Resolution of the last General Assembly.
27 December - Excerpt of message from Governor Joseph Kent to the General Assembly:
As required by the resolution No. 93, we caused the ceiling of the Senate
Chamber and of the House of Delegates, to be carefully examined, and being
found very much injured and unsafe, we had the old plastering entirely removed,
the work done anew, and the chambers put in complete order.
We also employed Mr. Jeremiah L. Boyd to make such repairs to the dome of the
State House as might be found necessary than was anticipated, that it is not yet
completed."
GOVERNOR AND COUNCIL (Proceedings) 1825-1830. MSAS 1071-36

Annotation;
In 1825 the ceilings must have been in good condition and simply needed cleaning.
Interesting that they needed to be replaced a year later. Did the cleaning discover a
weakness?
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RESTORATION OF THE SENATE CHAMBER.
J. APHLETON WILSOK.

jT*e Maryland Hisforkal Magazine for December, 190T,
contains e pajier prepared by Mr. DeCourcy W. Thorn, on
the restoration of the old Senate chamber at A nnapolia. This
gives the general facta eonnectod with the work, but perhaps
a brief account of the steps taken in securing accurate data
for the work of restoration, to the end that each portion should
be as nearly as possible a true copy of the original, might be of
interest.
" In 1876 the Legislature had appropriated a sum of money
for the excavation of a cellar and the installation of a heating
plant, under the old State House. No cellar had been origi»
nally provided, and there was but Uttle ventilation below the
ground floor. W hen the work was begun, it was found necessary to underpin the outside walls, except the Kortb wall, from
three to five feet. Then it was discovered that the floor thnbers were absolutely rotten where they rested in the walla, and
otherwise in places. This led to an examination of the timbers
of the roof, tower and second floor, where nearly similar conditions existed. Tho flooring consisted of three lavcra which
had been simply nailed, one over the other, as the under floor
bad become worn! On the roof was foxwd font or fiv« sueces-II
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give layers of tin, one above another, the lowest, which -was
probably the original covering, was composed o£ small loose
unsoldered pieces, laid with a lap as is usual with shingles or
elate. The wood sheathing was nearly all badly decayed. The
floor above the Senate Chamber had Bagged some five or six
inches in the centre, and was hwld up by huge chains encased
in clumsy wooden boxings, the chains hung from the roof
trusses, equally detrimental and dangerous. Before the meeting ol the legislature of 1878, for whose accommodation the
work was rushed night and day, Gov. Carroll requested a re-

Restoration of the Old Senate Chamber, J. Appleton Wilson
"Maryland Historical Magazine," March 19, 1927
Accession: MSA SC 5287-7-105

1876 design and condition of
(Old) Senate Chamber ceiling.
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CORNICE
Chronology:
1798

Floor structure above and ceiling of Old Senate Chamber replaced. This would
have necessitated replacement of the cornice.

1826

Cornice was likely replaced again.

1868

Stereocard cornice may show the 1826 cornice (which may or may not have
replicated the 1798 cornice, but almost surely does not match the 1770s Georgian.)

1878

Claims of exact replication of cornice after ceiling was altered with large central
beam creating coffered ceiling bays. Photographic comparison disagrees.

1905

Again cornice is claimed to replicate the 1878 cornice. Central beam removed and
ceiling lowered 3" to accommodate newest structural system above. Again
photographs disagree showing general repetition of the same elements, but details
are different with each cornice replacement.

Cornice

With 1905 blue wall plaster
removed, note the 1878 wall
plaster with intact finishes
extends below and behind the
1905. The 1878 plaster is intact
on the walls behind the current
cornice and down about 3-1/2"
onto the wall below.
According to J. Appleton Wilson,
the ceiling was lowered by 3" in
1905. Why was an approximately
two foot band of 1878 plaster
retained around the room before
re-plastering in 1905?

Photographs taken by the John Greenwalt Lee Company in 2008

0)
O

o

o

m
o

page 57 of 258

\

\

K \

\ \ \ \ I \ * I * *

< * '«! 4 <

•

1905 rendition: Nothing is
centered over the niche, but a
rosette is nearest. Urns are
sharply conical, sitting on a
narrow base. Large rosettes
hover higher than urn tops,
leading to an asymmetrical
drape of the swags. Swags do
not touch bottom of band.

1878 cornice: An urn is centered
over the niche, swags are
considerably more flattened,
nearly resting on the bottom of
the band and rising higher on
urn with a wider spacing
between elements.

1868 view: Urns are much
stouter and very rounded swags
touch the bottom of band before
rising to mid-point on urns.

Annotation: Details are not consistent from one era of cornice reconstruction to the next.

Cornice

Cornice Summary

The cornice was likely replaced with every change of ceiling, although the 1826 ceiling change
does not appear to have required significant structural work and thus the 1798 cornice may have
been retained. Regardless, the cornice was replaced in 1798, 1878, 1905, and very possibly in
1826.
The architects in 1878 and 1905 pronounced that they had accurately matched the previous work
with castings of decorative elements and drawings from the original. The photographic record
disputes these claims. Each generation provided the same basic cornice elements: a classical
cornice with a frieze made up of alternating rosettes and urns with a bellflower swag between.
Photographs pre-1878, post-1878, and post-1905 show three different rosettes, three different
urns, and three different drapes for the swag, each progressively less curved than the previous.
Even the number of repeats is not consistent such that the central element over the niche
pediment is alternately a rosette, then an urn, and finally a rosette.
Thus the current rendition is a 1905 reinterpretation of the 1878 cornice, which was a
reinterpretation of the 1826/1798 reconstruction. Stylistically the swag frieze shown in those
earliest photographs is early for 1779, but about right for 1798. By the 1790s, the details of
Federal (or Adamesque) design had begun to replace the Georgian elements from the era of the
room's construction. It is likely that in 1798 they would have been more interested in keeping up
with the latest style than feeling bound by a sense of obligation to keep the room unchanged
from the time of Washington's resignation.
This leaves us with little to indicate the details of the cornice in 1783 other than typical cornices
from the period. The cornice of the pediment of the niche and gallery in the circa 1868
photographs provides the best direction.
Three local houses - Chase Lloyd, Hammond Harwood, and Brice House - share similar details
to the evidence unearthed thus far in the Old Senate Chamber and all were built in the 1770s.
Accurate documentation of appropriate cornices and other details should be taken from these
houses before selecting a particular design to replace the 1905 cornice in the Old Senate
Chamber. Shirley Plantation and Gunston Hall in Virginia also have strong design similarities to
the evidence in the Old Senate Chamber.
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LIGHTING
Chronology:
1783

Main source of lighting would have been daylight. Additionally candles at each
Senator's desk and a single-tier chandelier.

1858

Gas lighting installed.

1868

Stereocards show large central chandelier and single-globe brackets on each
column. Windows are covered.

1878

Testimony of R.C. Cornelius confirms installation of nine 3-light brackets with
two arms in addition to four chandeliers for the newly coffered ceilings.

1886

Photo shows a pair of chandeliers centered in each bay of the coffered ceiling.
Column lights have been replaced with two torchiers on the President's desk.
Windows are covered in heavy drapery. No sign of the 3-light brackets called for
in 1878.

1904

Postcard shows four 6-light chandeliers and two torchiers on President's desk.
Windows are again uncovered.

1905

Interview of Mr. Brooks leads to return of a single chandelier with removal of
coffered ceilings. Brooks states chandelier is to be "like the one in White's
picture."
Restoration however produces a two-tier chandelier in contrast to Edwin White's
rendering of a Georgian-style single-tier with twelve candles. Daylight is again
main source of lighting.

Doors
COLONIAL

INTERIORS,

SECOND

SERIES
PLATE 62

Masonic Lodge Room—Circa 1790
NEW BERN, N. C,

This Masonic Lodge in New Bern, NC is slightly later (circa 1790) and therefore the
overdoor and overwindow is a bit more restrained and Federal in style than what would be
expected for the Georgian-era Old Senate Chamber. It does however provide a good
indication of the effect created by paneled pilasters with a capital that carry a console
bracket to frame the frieze of the overdoor and overwindow.
(In this case the top of the entablature breaks forward above the bracket and the frieze is
flat, not pulvinated, as appears to have been the case in the Old Senate Chamber.)
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Historic American Building Survey (HABS Va-141) of a doorway at Gunston Hall, near
Lorton, Virginia. This is an excellent example of a fully dressed Georgian doorway. (In this
photograph, however, it is missing a number of applied carved decorations such as: the double
lotus in the frieze over the pilaster, the rosettes in the interlocking circles, and the rosettes on the
neck of the pilaster capital that have subsequently been replaced).
Note the bold relief of the door panels and the carving around each panel.
The HL hinges are 20th century; the original were decorative brass barrels with the leaves
set in hidden mortises.

Doors

The evidence for
doorways in the Old
Senate Chamber indicates
a wooden element about
14+ inches wide at the
jambs. On the wall there
is still the imprint of a
molded element 90 inches
from the floor that
corresponds to the capital
over the niche pilaster.
If the paneled pilaster of
the niche that is 11 inches
wide were also at the
doors and a 3" backhand
was added on the inside
edge (to allow doors to
open wide in spite of the
capital), then this would
achieve 14" wide trim.

At the false door there is a clear outline of straight line rising vertically above the capital
aligned with the outside edge of the pilaster shaft. The plaster area tends to then move
horizontally a few inches then generally out at a 45 degree angle implying a plaster
overdoor entablature at rests on brackets sitting atop the pilaster capitals.

Chimney Wall
RESTORED
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Doors Summary
It appears the three doors to the room were originally trimmed alike. The door to the rotunda, or
Great Hall, likely had its formal trim removed in 1792 when a vestibule with baize doors was
installed on the room side and risers to seat visitors were built in under the gallery where once
the floor had run uninterrupted to the back wall. The 1905 recreation of the gallery
misinterpreted the gallery ceiling arrangement thus placing it in a modern relationship that is
flush to the bottom of the entablature on the balcony face. As shown in the circa 1868
photograph, the original gallery ceiling was recessed within the structure of the gallery framing
as was typical of the period. With a 10'8" +/" clearance from the floor, this opening could have
easily accommodated a fully dressed door.
The doors on the chimney wall appear to have retained their original trim until the 1878
remodeling when they received a narrow architrave typical of mid-19th century Renaissance
Revival decor that matches most of the other trim in the State House installed at that time. Also
in 1878, the door to the Great Hall had the vestibule removed, a very large transom installed, and
the whole was trimmed with the same architrave as the other doors. The 1905 restoration team
was left with no evidence other than the 1824 John Trumbull painting hanging in the US Capitol.
As with so many early restorations, they did not distinguish between Georgian, Federal, or Neoclassical when designing according to "typical of the period."
The 1905 restoration designed an architrave with decidedly Federal characteristics, in other
words, slender trim with delicate moldings and shallow relief. Upon this they sat an overdoor
entablature with side brackets as indicated in the Trumbull painting. While Trumbull's
proportions are correct for the period, the 1905 recreation was apparently created using
standardly-available plaster decoration for the turn of the 20th century and the available sizes
produced an inelegant result. The result is an overdoor that does not match the ghosting that has
been uncovered.
The 1905 Restoration Committee did not have access to Trumbull's sketches nor his other
painting of the room. The sketches, drawn two years before any of his paintings, show
considerably less detail at the doors. Also the similarity in the design of architectural elements
across many of Trumbull's paintings, such as the use of the same door trim in his painting of
Independence Hall, suggests that his focus was on events and people, not architecture, bringing
the value of his paintings for information on these details into serious question. In contrast, his
sketches done in the room in the absence of people are more likely to produce valuable
architectural information, such as the distinct notations for an "oak leaf frieze.
In 1940, when the glaring misproportions of the ill-designed 1905 overdoors sparked a reinvestigation of documentary evidence, the review committee failed to uncover ghosts on the
walls, and without the benefit of Trumbull's sketches, found no justification for overdoors of any
sort. The result was removal of the overdoors, leaving behind only inadequate Colonial Revival
trim. Even if a simple architrave was appropriate, this replacement trim was just under 6-3/4"
wide whereas the original Georgian architrave arching over the niche is much wider and bolder
at slightly over nine inches wide and has twice the relief.

Draft Interpretive Framework for the

M A R Y L A N D S TAT E H O U S E

JULY 11, 2008

Prepared for:

Maryland State Archives
350 Rowe Boulevard, Annapolis, MD 21401

Prepared by:

Beth Twiss Houting & Polly McKenna-Cress

Mar yland State House

07.11.08

TABLE OF CONTENTS
Introduction

1

Interpretive Development Mission, Goals & Audience

2

Levels of Interpretation & Key Themes

3

Visitor Walk Through

4

Interpretive Content Outline

8

Physical Elements Schedule (Excel Grid)

57

Schematic Design
Plan Views of Interpretive Locations
Overall Site Plan
Floor Plan – Ground Level
Floor Plan – Second Floor

65

Typical Graphics / Signage / Sketches
Exterior Banners
Exterior Signage
New 1st Floor Entry Signage/Banners
1st Floor Graphics/Wayfinding
Intro. Panel (top of steps) & Intro Kiosk (freestanding)
Sketch - Intro Kiosk (freestanding) Ship & Flag
Typ. Timeline 2A 1750 – 1800 (prototype)
Sketch - Typical Case Design - Washington’s Resignation Letter
Sketch - Old House of Delegates w/ Immersive Scrim Production
Typ. Timeline 7A 1902 – 1950 (prototype)

68

Evaluation Plans

78

Front-end Focus Group Results

84

Draft Budget
Opinion of Probable Cost

91

1
Mar yland State House

07.11.08

INTRODUCTION
This document presents research, conceptual development, visitor evaluation and schematic design
for the new interpretation and redesign of the Maryland State House, Annapolis, MD. Developed
from multiple sources and vetted, this document outlines the mission, goals, objectives and major
themes that should drive decision making and creation of the MSH interpretation.
Our process to develop an overall interpretive plan began with important input and direction from the
Achieves staff, and continued with full review of multiple sources of information, mainly the C&G
Partners Master Plan document. Working in conjunction with the Archives Directors, we were able to
spring-board from the Master Plan and develop, augment, and move forward with new and refined
directions. Focus groups were conducted with multiple visitor demographics, including teachers, tour
operators, school groups and tourists.
Once interests, expectations, ideas, stories and facts were collected, created and connected to the
physical building and other material culture such as the Maryland State House paintings and objects,
an overall Interpretive Plan and Prototype Designs were developed. These Prototypes were produced
in full size and an evaluation was conducted with the different visitor constituents. Results were
reviewed and plans and designs further refined to consider learnings from visitor research. Typical
schematic designs and approaches to different forms of interpretation are presented in this document.
This document is the summary of our year-long process, as well as a documentation of potential content for further development. The recommendations and decisions presented are not set in stone, and
in several instances provide alternative options for the next level of the process. This document should
be utilized in conjunction with the C&G Master Plan Document, and is a transitionary vehicle to get
the Maryland State House to the next phase which is design development and, ultimately, to fabrication and installation of new interpretive exhibits.
Please contact us if there are any questions or further clarifications needed.

Beth Twiss Houting & Polly McKenna-Cress
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MISSION STATEMENT AND GOALS
FOR INTERPRETATION AT THE

MARYLAND STATE HOUSE

Engaged with history––and inspired to act.
GOALS:
•

To present four centuries of individuals’ actions in the Maryland State House and how these
actions reflected, affected and influenced our Nation’s History.

•

To illustrate the importance of the Maryland State House as the site and seat of critical
decision-making about liberty, freedom and equality.

•

To position Maryland State House as a center for civic discourse and debate where all people,
from school children to elected officials, have a voice.

•

To understand the impact of art, craft, politics and patriotism

•

To demonstrate the power of individuals to affect action and become part of a nation.

•

To present Maryland’s history as a haven for religious freedoms and for immigrants
in particular.

•

To enhance the visitor experience through successfully exhibiting all of these goals

AUDIENCES
1. School Groups
2. Tours
3. Legislators
4. Walk–in visitors and residents
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LEVELS OF INTERPRETATION
1. Orientation – to MSH, to visit and to Maryland
a. Wayfinding signs outside of building
b. Ground floor entrance
c. Panels at top of stairs on second floor
d. Film in Archives Room
e. Pick up map/brochure
f. Cell phone tours
2. Dynamic Timeline – goes throughout main level lobby
Three layers of stories:
• The Building
• Maryland
• The Nation
3. Exhibits - material culture in the physical primary manifestation of stories
a. In rooms of 1772/9 section of MSH
b. On panels and in cases with timeline
c. Panels outside of building
d. Use of immersible techniques
i. Bronze statues
ii. Audio and projected video on scrim
4. Other delivery options for content
a. Audio Tours – additional depth, language and ethnic diversity, biographies,
reading of letters, sounds to build drama
b. Website – deeper primary source from achieves, teacher resource for classroom use/
field trip support (pre & post visit information) timeline as content
c. Cell Phone Tours – flexible, changeable content from multiple sources

KEY UNDERLYING THEMES
1. Crafting a nation
2. Craftsmanship
3. Freedom
4. Immigration
5. Solving history’s puzzle - making connections from content
6. Being a part of making Maryland
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MARYLAND STATE HOUSE VISITOR WALK-THROUGH
A family with two elementary school age children and a 4th grade teacher are planning a trip to
Annapolis. The family lives in the Midwest, and the parents want to show their children Revolutionary
War sites on the East Coast. They search on the Web and decide the State House of Maryland would
fit well as they travel from Valley Forge to Williamsburg because of its association with George
Washington. The teacher has booked a walking tour of the City with “Watermarks” to culminate a unit
on state history. While the historical events that occurred in the State House are important, she also
wants the children to learn about the workings and structure of their government.
On a Friday morning in early spring, the “Watermarks” guided class and the family arrive at the State
House. As they approach the State House Circle, colorful banners pique their curiosity by hinting at
what they may see and learn inside. “What is the Mason-Dixon Line?” reads a school child to her
classmates. “Where is the Maryland Governor’s office? Hmm. . ., I wonder what that has to do with
the State House?” ponders the Mom out loud. Other banners indicate the entrance is at the ground
level to the right and behind the grand staircase.
Entrance to the State House
The students and family join the line awaiting security clearance. Passing through the portal, they see
more banners and text on the floor welcoming them to the first peacetime capitol of the United
States. Security personnel add warm greetings as these visitors move successfully through the metal
detectors. The teacher smiles to see the 4th graders reading words on the floor that let them know, at
the outset, that they are part of the representative democracy. The Midwestern children also marvel at
the picture made by an image cut and applied to the stair risers leading to the main level. When they
walk around the image comes together like a puzzle, it is George Washington! Dad chuckles as he
reads, “George did not sleep here but he did resign here. . .Come up and see where and why.”
Area 1: Second Floor Landing
Arriving at the top of the stairs, a large panel welcomes visitors again and reminds them of the special
status this state capitol has. Mom reaches for the brochure offered there as a self guide. While she orients herself, the Watermarks’ guide leads her group directly to the left to look briefly at the Calvert
portraits on the wall along the stair landing. Because the group had gone to the Old Treasury Building
before entering the State House, the students already have learned that the first capitol of Maryland
was in St. Mary’s City and the colony was founded by the Calvert family. The guide then ushers the
group into the original half of the Statehouse. The students ooh and aah at their first view of the
Rotunda dome with a large flag handing there and a miniature ship below. The guide deftly leads the
students to the Stairwell Room where they can view a model of the dome and learn about the work of
John Shaw, the building’s first superintendent. In fact, they “meet” a bronze statue of Shaw as he
bends to repair a step.
Area 2: Stairwell Room
This bronze statue is not the first, nor the last way in which students are introduced to the people
instrumental in crafting the new nation and the important events that take place in the State House.
Charles Willson Peale is descending the stair, another craftsman whose paintings hang gallery style in
the next room – the Old Senate Committee Room. George Washington himself stands in front of the
Old Senate Chamber as he did December 23, 1783, to resign his commission as general of the
Continental Army. The students gaze around in awe at the newly restored and highly detailed chamber: the furniture, paintings, and interior details. They become eye witnesses, along with James
McHenry, who records the happenings from his secretarial seat. Molly Ridout leans over the visitors’
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balcony railing in anticipation. Through the window, a student points out a bronze horse, rein held by
the hand of a slave, awaiting Washington’s departure. Quickly the class grasps how many different
kinds of people are involved in a historical event and how this event shaped our notion of a citizencommander.
Area 4: Rotunda
The guide gathers the students and leads them back to the Rotunda. They reconnoiter in the center of
the space to learn about Maryland’s role in the passage of the U.S. Constitution. Again it was citizens elected and appointed - who worked on committees to fix the governing process of the new nation.
The miniature ship the students see is a reproduction of The Federalist, a remembrance of the happy
celebration Baltimoreans staged on the State’s ratification of the Constitution and their gift to George
Washington on this occasion.
Area 5: Old House of Delegates
Moving into richly restored old House of Delegates, the group witnesses historical events in another
exciting fashion. The entire room is the setting of an object theater. The 4th graders quiet as the lights
dim and a screen drops down from the ceiling. They hear the hustle and bustle of virtual people
entering the room. As they watch the screen, it looks as though there are delegates coming into the
room and settling into their seats. A voice tells them that the delegates are about to start their session,
and they see the Speaker come into the scene, taking his seat and calling the meeting to order.
Hearing the 19th century language, the students are further transported back in time. Quotes from
famous cases and decision about laws are discussed as spotlights come up on portraits on the wall of
the individuals as they speak. Spotlights also shine on individual documents and details in the room as
the narrative plays through.
The students learn of how different people through the century struggled with the concepts of freedom in a republic. Who should vote? What rights did non-white males have? They hear from
Maryland’s Frederick Douglas and see a projected image of him giving a speech. They hear from
Judge Taney on his opinions about the Dred Scott vs. Sandford case of 1857, where Taney stated that
Congress had no authority to restrict the spread of slavery into federal territories. Once the discussion
has resolved itself, the Speaker adjourns the meeting and announces the final outcome. With the show
over, the screen retracts into the ceiling and the lights come up on two famous paintings on the right
side of the room, The Burning of the Peggy Stewart and The Planting of the Colony of Maryland that
visually leads visitors out of the room.
Area 7: House of Delegates
The school visit continues now in the newer, 1902 section of the State House, where the theme of
crafting legislation helps the students see how the process and products of governing are constantly
changing as individuals – elected and citizen – shape government to society’s needs. While viewing the
current House of Delegates and Senate chambers, students hear how women gain the vote, African
Americans are elected to office, and child labor laws are enacted. Even students have their say in government. Photographs outside the Senate Chamber show classes visiting the Governor in his office on
the second floor of the State House, but students are fascinated by the large silver punch bowl in the
middle of the hall. In 1906, school children saved their coins to the amount of $5,000 to create this
tureen for the U.S. Navy’s new armored cruiser, the USS Maryland, to commemorate their State’s history. After an exciting half-hour walk through Maryland history, the 4th graders exit out the front
grand stair, inspired (the teacher hopes) to consider their roles as citizens. Back in the classroom, she
plans to reiterate this lesson by using resources downloaded from the State House website.
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Timeline
Meanwhile, our family has used the restrooms and Mom has discovered that, besides the brochure,
there is a mounted timeline that will guide the family through its visit. Looking like a wooden banner,
this timeline is placed about three feet from the floor at various places around the Rotunda and hall.
As the Mom tells her family, the top “board” of the timeline will tell them about the growth of the
building and some events that occurred there. The middle “board” will talk about important events in
the State of Maryland occurring during the same time period, and the bottom “board” will relate State
events to national ones.
Rotunda
The family moves to its left. They see an interpretive kiosk with touchscreen freestanding in the hallway. Then they move into the impressive Rotunda space of the original portion of the building. The
older child reads from the timeline that the dome is the nation’s largest wooden, pegged dome.
“Wow!” says Dad. One of the children spots a touch screen nearby. It has an image of White’s
“Washington Resigning his Commission” on it, and looking up, the family can see the actual painting
located on the second floor landing. As visitors touch the different figures in the image, they receive
more detailed information about the individuals, i.e. the identity of the woman sitting in the Old
Senate Chamber during Washington’s speech and why she is allowed to be present at such an event.
The monitor also encourages visitors to stand in the very room on the very spot in which this event
took place, the Old Senate Chamber Room.
Area 2: Archives Room
After a few minutes exploring the interactive, Mom points the way to the Archives Room. Serving as a
visitor center, it features a brief orientation film that highlights the founding of the Colony and the
historical events of the 17th through the 19th centuries and shows graphically the way in which the
building has evolved.
Area 3: Old Senate Chamber & Committee Room
Now the family picks up the school group’s path. In the Old Senate Chamber complex of rooms, the
bronze statues enthrall the family members too, but moving at a more leisurely rate, they also meander from display to display. Mom admires the original desk built by Shaw, one exhibit in the Stairwell
Room; Dad is intrigued by the documents relating to the Treaty of Paris in the Old Senate Committee
Room. The kids enjoy spotting the “fun facts” on the timelines and sharing historical trivia.
The whole family gathers round the central vitrine in the Old Senate Committee Room to view the
manuscript of Washington’s resignation speech. Seeing the original documents, especially ones in
Washington’s hand, adds to the real-life experience of the Old Senate Chamber itself. In the Old
Senate Chamber, they also can read the letter James McHenry wrote his fiancé about the event.
Older Building to New
The parent’s interest in historic preservation and decorative arts is fed throughout the tour. Timeline
sections detail the original interiors, restoration, and building campaigns. For example, at the juncture
between the old and new portions of the building, the family encounters another flat screen monitor.
They see an early illustration of the first Annapolis State House, drawn from a 1695 conjectural drawing of that building before it burned. A single three-story structure with very few other building surrounding it, it looks so different from the large structure in the dense city circle that it is today. The
children turn a large dial in front of the monitor, and the building begins to literally disappear or burn.
Then, as the children keep rotating the dial, the new 1709 structure appears. Turning the dial further,
the building slowly evolves and grows over time. The illustration morphs from a black and white
sketch of a single building into a color photograph of the complex building today. With every iteration,
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a new date appears at the bottom of the screen along with information on shifts in room function and
the number of people who have worked here over time. The kids keep rotating until they end up back
at the original 1695 site.
Outside & Old Treasury Building
When the family completes viewing the current assembly chambers, they take time to wander the
State House grounds. Now they find the Old Treasury Building. Here the family enjoys the recreated
self-guided exhibits. Especially appealing to the kids is the open treasury chest with reproductions
valuables inside. They find more timelines by various memorial and statues, such as the Martin Luther
King Memorial Tree and Judge Taney statue that help them look more closely and consider
Maryland’s role in national politics. Whether visiting with a class or family and friends, visitors to the
State House leave with a better understanding of the building’s role in making life in Maryland and
the United States what it is today. These visitors have been engaged with history and, through that
experience, now are inspired to do their part as citizens.
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INTERPRETIVE CONTENT OUTLINE
How to Use this Section
The overall Interpretive Plan for the Maryland State House identifies eight interpretative Areas, each
containing multiple Sections and Topics. The following Interpretive Content Outline is organized by
assigning each Area a number; Sections within an particular Area are assigned a letter, and identify the
space and interpretive theme for that Area; Topics within a particular Section are assigned Roman
numerals. (e.g. Area 1 - Section 1A - Topics – I, II, III, etc.). This identification system is also crossreferenced to the Floor Plan and Physical Elements Schedule.
The content comes from a variety of sources. For clarity, its source or purpose is labeled and the information typeset in the following manner:
LABEL CONTENT
Information derived from the current “Four Centuries of History” exhibition in the House of Delegates Building and
“Draft: The Maryland State House Annapolis: A Guide to the Permanent Exhibits” by Archivist Edward C. Papenfuse.
The latter was used for the State House installation prior to March 2008, and much of the content in it would be
excellent fodder for the website and cell phone tours to add depth for visitors.
RAW CONTENT
Information that we uncovered in our research and might be useful to work into final drafting of labels or other interpretive aids.
ARTIFACT CONTENT
Provides identification and, in some cases, interpretive information for the artifacts found
on the Physical Elements Schedule.
TIMELINE CONTENT
Provides either the label content or the raw content to construct the reading rail timeline both inside the State House
Rotunda and Hall as well as on State House Circle. The topics for the timeline also are noted on the Physical Elements
Schedule and Floor Plans.

For future phases of development, this document provides content from research or review that could
be useful in writing labels or developing elements for each interpretive Area. Some of the content,
due to its limited public appeal or depth of information, needs further development and refinement of
purpose, so has not been given any particular designation in this document (i.e., some content may be
appropriate for the website or for the cell phone tour).
The conclusion of the Interpretive Content Outline includes suggestions for Fun Facts that could
be added to the timeline, a feature that tested very well with visitors.
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1A Top of Stairs: Welcome to the Maryland State House
I. Introduction to visit and Maryland
RAW CONTENT:
State House as first peacetime capitol of Maryland
Handout map of State House

1B On stair landing: Introduction
I. Introduction to timeline
TIMELINE CONTENT:
The Building
Learn about the growth of the building and the special events that occurred here
The State
What was happening in the State during this time
The Nation
How does Maryland’s history relate to national history

1C Landing: Founding of Maryland
I. Short introduction to history of Maryland
ARTIFACTS CONTENT:
The Houghton Manuscript of the Maryland Charter, ca. 1634-1664
Courtesy of Mr. Arthur A. Houghton, Jr.
Facsimile
Maryland State Archives
MdHR G 1061
A facsimile of the earliest manuscript translation of the original Latin Charter of Maryland granted to
Cecil Calvert, Second Lord Baltimore, and June 20, 1632.
Nova Terra-Mariae Tabula, by John Ogilby, 1671
William T. Snyder Collection
Reprinted from The Hammond Harwood House Atlas of Historical Maps of Maryland, 1608-1908 by Edward
C. Papenfuse and Joseph M. Coale III
A facsimile of the first map of Maryland to indicate counties.
The House of Lords’ Copy of the Original Charter of Maryland, 1734
Facsimile
Maryland State Archives
The earliest verified and authenticated copy of the original Charter of Maryland.
The original document was on loan to the State of Maryland from the Library of the House of Lords in
honor of the 350th anniversary of Maryland and the occasion of the visit of Their Royal Highnesses The
Duke and Duchess of Kent to the State House, June 21, 1984.
The Planting of the Colony of Maryland
Francis Blackwell Mayer (1827-1899)
Oil on canvas, 1893
Collection of the Maryland State Archives
MSA SC 1545-1125
This painting depicts the landing of the first settlers in the colony of Maryland on March 25, 1634 on St.
Clement’s Island in what is now St. Mary’s County. Led by Leonard Calvert, first proprietary governor, the group
departed from Cowes, England, on November 22, 1633 aboard two ships, the Ark and the Dove. In this scene, the
settlers prepare to erect a rough-hewn cross, symbolizing the religious tolerance upon which the colony was
founded. The events of this historic day are commemorated annually on March 25, “Maryland Day.”
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George Calvert, First Lord Baltimore (1578/79-1632)
John Alfred Vintner (1828-1905) after Daniel Mytens (1590-1685)
Oil on canvas, circa 1881
Gift of John Work Garrett, 1884
Collection of the Maryland State Archives
MSA SC 1545-1101
First Lord Baltimore and recipient of the charter for the province of Avalon. Calvert later petitioned King
James I for an area north of the Potomac River. Calvert died a few weeks before the charter papers were ready
for presentation and the charter was ultimately issued to his son, Cecil.

II. Invite visitors to see Old Treasury Building
ARTIFACT CONTENT:
Old Treasury Building
George Forbes Collection
Hand-colored glass lantern slide, c. 1900
Maryland State Archives, MSA SC 182-02-0094
RAW CONTENT:
Suggest people visit Old Treasury Building to learn more about 17th century Maryland

III. Overview building of State House
ARTIFACT CONTENT:
The 18th Century State House
On March 28, 1772, Governor Robert Eden laid the cornerstone for what would be the third State House built on State
Circle in Annapolis. The first, built soon after the capital was moved from St. Mary's City to Annapolis in 1695, burned
down in 1704. The second was completed by 1709 and, sixty years later, had become far too small for the growing
business of government and was too dilapidated to warrant enlarging it. Annapolis merchant Charles Wallace worked
from plans drafted by local architect Joseph Horatio Anderson to oversee the construction.
Work on the new State House began under Wallace’s direction in early 1772. While work progressed well for the first
year and a half, at least one hurricane and the Revolutionary War intervened to cause enormous delays and difficulties. By the end of 1779, the building was still not completed, and Mr. Wallace's finances and patience with the project were exhausted. Although construction was not finished, the General Assembly met in the building at the start of
the 1779 Session of the legislature. Every legislative session since 1779 has been held in the State House, making it
the oldest state house in continuous legislative use.
When the Georgian building was completed, the State House housed all three branches of state government. The
adjacent floor plan published in The Columbian Magazine shows the building’s symmetrical layout. The front entrance
to the building served as the primary entrance until 1905.
The Maryland State House was the first peacetime capitol of the United States and is the only state house ever to
have served as the nation's capitol. The Continental Congress met in the Old Senate Chamber from November 26,
1783, to August 13, 1784. During that time, General George Washington came before the Congress to resign his commission as commander-in-chief of the Continental Army and the Treaty of Paris was ratified, marking the official end
of the Revolutionary War.
TIMELINE CONTENT:
The Building
This building is 2nd capitol of Md to be built on this site
Built 1772-1779
The State
1st capital was St. Mary’s 1634-1695
The Nation
State House was 1st peacetime capitol of Maryland
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1D Bottom of steps to 3rd floor
I. Painting of George Washington resigning his Commission
ARTIFACT CONTENT:
Washington Resigning His Commission
Edwin White (1817-1877)
Oil on canvas, 1858
Commissioned by the Maryland Legislature, 1856
Collection of the Maryland State Archives
MSA SC 1545-1112
This monumental painting depicts the scene in the Old Senate Chamber of the Maryland State House on December
23, 1783, when General George Washington resigned his commission as Commander-in-Chief of the victorious
Continental Army. The solemn ceremony is well documented in first person accounts as well as in the published rules
of the ceremony, which stated that, “the President and members are to be seated and covered...The General is to be
seated with an aide on each side, standing...the General is to arise, and address Congress...the President is to deliver
the answer of Congress...the General...is to bow to Congress, which they are to return by uncovering without bowing.”
The protocol for the event was planned to re-emphasize the supremacy of the civilian representatives of the people
over the military. Despite this formality, one witness, James McHenry, reported that “the spectators all wept, and
there was hardly a member of Congress who did not drop tears.”
In composing this monumental painting, the original of which is 16 feet wide and nearly 8 feet tall, Edwin White took
some liberties in depicting those present at the ceremony, including such figures as Martha Washington and her niece
who were at Mount Vernon at the time. A similar painting depicting the scene of Washington's Resignation was
painted by John Trumbull (1756-1843) between 1822 and 1824. It is installed in the Rotunda of the United States
Capitol.
RAW CONTENT:
Content for touch-screen interactive: Interpretation of Senate Floor in Painting
Washington's resignation was delivered at a meeting of the Continental Congress, which convened in Annapolis on
November 26. The solemn ceremony is well documented in first person accounts as well as in the published rules of
the ceremony, which stated that, “the President and members are to be seated and covered...The General is to be
seated with an aide on each side, standing...the General is to arise, and address Congress...the President is to deliver
the answer of Congress...the General...is to bow to Congress, which they are to return by uncovering without bowing.”
The stiff formality and deference were designed to re-emphasize the supremacy of the civilian representatives of the
people over the military. Despite this formality, one witness, James McHenry, reported that “the spectators all wept,
and there was hardly a member of Congress who did not drop tears.”

1E Central panel at entry to Rotunda, leads towards Archives Room
I. Orientation to old part of building kiosk
Touch screen kiosk
LABEL CONTENT:
A. Buildings and Statues on State Circle
1. 1696-1698: First State House at Annapolis is built, along with “several Posts... to hang horses on,” and a “Pissduit
and House of Office [Privy] some where near the State House.”
2. 1699: State Circle is described as containing “a State House and a free school, built with brick, which make a great
show among a Parcel of wooden houses...”
3. 1704-1772: First State House burns in 1704, and a second State House referred to as the “Court House” because
the Anne Arundel County meets there when the legislature is not in session, is built by 1707. Remains in use until
demolished for the third State House ca. 1772.
4. 1716-1718: A separate building is constructed on the north-east side of the second State House to serve as an
Armory and meeting place for the Governor’s Council and Upper House of the Legislature. In the early 19th
century it is recalled as “a large hall, the walls covered with arms above the seats which were all around the room. A
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seat opposite the door for the Governor and his lady over which hung a full length portrait of the Proprietor, Lord
Baltimore, in his flowing robes. Being used for a ballroom as well as an armory, a wooden gilt chandelier depended
from the vaulted roof and the lights interspersed among the arms, gave it on ball nights a very splendid appearance...”
5. 1769-Present: In 1769 the General Assembly appropriates 7,500 pounds sterling for a new State House. Between
1770 and 1772 the second State House is razed and on March 28, 1772, the cornerstone of the present State House is
laid. Seven years later it is ready for the November session of the legislature and shortly thereafter, the other offices
in the building, including four specially designed and fireproof Archives Rooms, are open for business.
TIMELINE CONTENT:
The Building
Old (1772-1779) vs. new (1902)
Wide Black Marble Line to divide two-sided
Fossils in floor
The State
Oldest state house in continuous use
The Nation
1960 made National Historic Landmark

Area 1 - Archive Room: Introduction to Building and Visit
I. Visitor center
RAW CONTENT:
A. Pick up cell phone tour (panel of explanation of how to use)
B. Orientation video
Major interpretive themes –
Crafting the Nation
Crafting the Building; Architecture & Function
Freedom for all types of people
Immigration
Solving history’s puzzle

II. Archive Room Construction
RAW CONTENT:
1858 – Fireproof brick floor
Original exterior of building
Fire Place in an archive
LABEL CONTENT:
1858-1902:
“A substantial, thoroughly fireproof building, sufficiently spacious to serve for ages as a depository of the archives of
the State” is begun in 1858 and completed by late 1859. Used as offices for the Comptroller, the Commissioner of the
Land Office, the Board of Directors of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company, the Insurance Commissioner, the Tax
Commissioner, and the State Fisheries force, by 1902 it proves inadequate. It is demolished and replaced by a new
office building just to the north of State Circle.
ARTIFACT CONTENT:
Maryland Charter
Mitchell Map 1756 and documents
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2A Outside Stairwell Room: Crafting the Maryland State House 1750-1800
I. Building of Dome
LABEL CONTENT:
The State House Dome
From the very beginning the original dome designed for the State House proved troublesome and inadequate. A visitor
in 1777 referred to it as a “cupola,” implying that is was unimpressive. Another visitor in 1783 referred to it as a
“small dome.” It not only was out of proportion to the building, but also leaked. By 1785 Joseph Clark undertook to
repair the roof and build a new dome of more imposing scale. As one workman wrote in June 1785:

We git one Dollar a Day each of us & Gits our money every Saturday Night And we get Boarding at two Dolars a
Week the work We are Going to put a new roof on the Governor’s house and we are a Going to take the Roof of[f] the
State House and it is going to Raise it one story higher and the Doom is to be Sixty foot higer than the old one.
The work on the exterior of the dome was completed by the summer of 1788. It closely resembles a similar wooden
dome in Karlsruhe, Germany. Perhaps Clark saw a print of the dome in his brother Stephen’s bookstore and print shop
in Annapolis. Whatever the inspiration, the dome is the largest 18th century wooden structure of its kind still surviving
in America. Its builder, Joseph Clark, was plagued with financial difficulties and apparently was never fully compensated by the state. The interior of the dome, under Clark’s supervision, was nearly completed in 1793, when the contractor for the plaster work, Thomas Dance, had a fatal accident. A local resident recorded in his diary “Today—Dance
the Plasterer, fell from the upper scaffold of the Doome of the Stadt House, and is dead or dying. . .supposed to be
about 90 feet high from where he fell.” Although Dance’s widow petitioned the General Assembly for an “annuity for
life, or a sum of money sufficient to defray the passage of herself and daughter to their native country,” her request
was denied.
The Dance tragedy only added to Joseph Clark’s disillusionment with the project. He abandoned it altogether in 1794,
leaving John Shaw, one of the carpentry contractors on the dome and Clark’s principal foreman, to oversee its completion on his own.
1785-1794:
The original dome of the State House is removed and a new one erected. The exterior is completed by the summer of
1788. The interior carpentry and plaster work are finished in 1797.
ARTIFACT CONTENT:
Model of the State House Dome
Rebecca A. Fuller, 1983
Collection of the Maryland State Archives
TIMELINE CONTENT:
The Building
The Maryland State House was built from 1772 to1772 1779, at a time when Annapolis was already nearly a century
old. It was the third capitol building on this site. The soaring white dome, added by Annapolis architect Joseph Clark,
was erected between 1785 and 1789. To this day, it is still the largest wooden dome in the United States, rising 113
feet above where you now stand.
A Man of Many Talents
John Shaw, born in Glasgow, Scotland, had many careers during his residence in Annapolis: He was a cabinetmaker,
an inventor, an undertaker, state armourer, a merchant, and a City Councilman. In 1780, Shaw became the supervisor
of the Maryland State House. He held this position faithfully for the next 39 years, and took care of every aspect of
the building. A letter chest and desk from his “office” still survive.
View from the Dome
Many famous visitors—including Thomas Jefferson and James Madison—walked to the top of the State House
Dome to look out over the capital. Maryland painter Charles Willson Peale, one of the finest artists in the colonies,
was so impressed by the sight that he painted a mural of the city.
Fun fact: The gilded “acorn” on top of the State House dome holds the building’s original lightning rod. Constructed
according to the principles of Dr. Benjamin Franklin, the rod was carefully encased in new wood in 1996.
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Image 1: Engraving of State House attributed to Charles Willson Peale, published in 1789.
Image 2: 1967 photo of the dome.
Image 3-5: The dome provided an eye on the town. Stereographic views of Annapolis photographed in 1870
by C. H. Hopkins.
Views a, b, c – captions
The State
Maryland’s charter was granted in 1632, but its official northern boundary wasn’t established until the next century.
Named for the two British surveyors who mapped it, the Mason-Dixon line was drawn in 1767 to separate the land
grants of the Calvert family in Maryland from those of the Penn family in Pennsylvania.
Mason and Dixon’s survey settled more than 80 years of disputes. The new border was marked with stone pillars
called “Crown Stones,” placed every five miles. Later, the 233-mile line became the divider between the northern and
the southern states, and no expansion of slavery was allowed above it.
Slavery in Maryland
Tobacco was the key to Maryland’s wealth. In 1729, Lord Benedict Leonard Calvert wrote, “Tobacco, as our staple, is
our all, and indeed leaves no room for anything else.” Slave ships arriving at Annapolis City Dock brought men and
women in chains to plant and harvest the colony’s crop. By 1750, the slave trade was well established, and by the end
of the century, nearly 103,000 people—a third of the state’s population—lived in bondage.
In 1774, lawmakers officially ended the colony's participation in the international slave trade, but the practice of
slavery continued for another 90 years.
Image 1: Mason/Dixon - “crafting” the line
Image 2: Calvert family member – founding the colony
The Nation
At the same time the State House was being built, Maryland leaders were helping to craft a new nation in
Philadelphia. When the Continental Congress adopted the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776, Charles
Carroll of Carrollton, Samuel Chase, William Paca, and Thomas Stone were among the signers.
It took another eight years and the conclusion of the American Revolutionary War before their freedom was
secure. On January 14, 1784, Congress convened at the Maryland State House to ratify the Treaty of Paris, which
established the United States as an independent and sovereign nation.
Maryland’s Signers
Charles Carroll of Carrolton (1737-1832) was born in Annapolis and became a senator in the first U.S. Congress. He
was the only Roman Catholic to sign the Declaration of Independence, and the last signer to die.
William Paca (1740-1799), who served as a mayor of Annapolis, also signed the Declaration. His home and garden, just a few blocks from here, are open to visitors.
Fun Fact:
John Trumbull began painting “The Declaration of Independence” more than ten years after the event. He worked
from a sketch presented to him by Thomas Jefferson, but some signers are missing from his version of the famous
scene.
.

Image 1: Charles Carroll – Charles Carroll of Carrollton (1737-1832) was born in Annapolis and became a
senator in the first U.S. Congress. He was the only Roman Catholic to sign the Declaration of
Independence, and the last signer to die.
Image 2: Signing of the Declaration – John Trumball imagined what the Assembly Room in Philadelphia’s
State House (today called Independence Hall) looked like on July 4 when the Declaration of
Independence was adopted. The painting was commissioned in 1817 and placed in the Rotunda of the
U.S. Capitol in 1826.
Image 3: William Paca - William Paca (1740-1799) who had been an Annapolis mayor signed the Declaration
of Independence. Today his home is open for tours.
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Area 2 - Stairwell Room: Craftspeople 1750-1800
I. John Shaw
LABELS CONTENT:
John Shaw: Cabinetmaker of Annapolis and Caretaker of the State House
John Shaw (1745-1829) is widely considered to be the premier cabinetmaker of Annapolis during the late eighteenth
and early nineteenth centuries. He owned the largest furniture-making shop in Annapolis which produced furniture for
private and public patrons, including many commissions for work at the Maryland State House. In addition to making
furniture for the State House, Shaw also served as the official caretaker of the building from the mid-1780s until 1819.
He also served as state armorer for more than three decades.
Born in England and trained in Scotland, Shaw came to Annapolis in the early 1760s as a cabinetmaker. Between
1772 and 1776 and in 1783, he partnered with fellow Scotsman Archibald Chisholm. Shaw opened his own cabinetmaking business across the street from the State House at the end of 1784, and he worked there until his retirement
in 1819.
The commissions that Shaw received from the state proved to be his steadiest, but not lucrative, source of work.
Shaw’s duties at the capitol ranged from providing furniture to performing or supervising all repairs and maintenance
to the building, furnishings, and the grounds. It was Shaw who readied the State House for the illumination and celebratory ball the evening before Washington’s resignation in December 1783.
Shaw received his most important commission to supply furniture for the State House in 1797 when the General
Assembly ordered him to supply 24 mahogany arm chairs, 10 mahogany desks for the Senate and 1 desk for the
Senate president. The apprentices and journeymen cabinetmakers in Shaw’s shop worked from design patterns created by Shaw to help construct the furniture for the chamber. One journeyman working in his shop, William Tuck,
inscribed his initials on a label affixed to the interior of the desk for the president of the Senate to attest to his prominent role in its construction. A number of these furnishings, including the president’s desk, are visible in the color photograph of the chamber.
John Shaw and the State House
John Shaw (1745-1829), the noted Annapolis cabinetmaker, more than any single person was responsible for the
appearance of the exterior and interior of the State House from the 1770s to the first decades of the nineteenth century. He cared for the grounds, illuminated the State House for festive occasions, supplied furnishings, made emergency
repairs, and undertook normal maintenance. There was very little he and the people he hired didn’t do. When a new
cellar door was called for, Shaw made it. When Joseph Clark, the contractor for the dome, needed a carpenter for the
shell Shaw was hired. When Clark left the project, John Shaw took charge of overseeing the finishing touches of the
interior plasterwork. In 1780, he even made “spitting boxes” for the Governor and Council, nine years before he
installed pins in the same room for then to hand their hats.
The earliest accounting record of payments to John Shaw for work in the State House is in 1778, when he built
shelves and partitions for this room and supplied the General Assembly with “two Mahogany Balloting Boxes.” The
last is in 1817 when one of his chores was to supply a “latch with 7 keys for the privy” for which he charged $7.00
John Shaw, or craftsmen he trained, made most of the earliest furniture for the Senate and House of Delegates’
Chambers although in November 1783, no one in Annapolis had enough time to make sufficient chairs for Congress.
Six dozen “Windsor chairs” had to be rush-ordered from Baltimore.
The Senate was first to pay John Shaw to make individual desks for its members, but by 1807, the House also contracted with him for “the fitting up and repairing the House of Delegates Room” with the room to be “laid off in circular form, and . . . the [new] desks to be raised one above the other, as nearly like the room occupied by Congress as
may be practicable.” The desks Shaw provided remained in the State House until about 1835, when they were given
to Baltimore cabinetmaker John Needles as partial payment for new furnishings.
His many years as the first superintendent of Buildings and Grounds did not make John Shaw a wealthy man. When
he died in 1829, at the age of 84, he was highly esteemed, but not rich. The Maryland Gazette described him as “not
only one of the oldest and [most] respectable inhabitants of this city . . . but also] one of the most useful of them…He
was gifted by nature with strength, as well as fortitude of mind, and possessed a degree of self-control which [he]
rarely permitted . . . to be disturbed. Thus happily constituted, he pursued his way—content…His whole conduct
remained free from reproach and he descended into the grave in peace with the human family…[having lived] a life
characterized by industry, temperance, strict integrity, and punctual attention to religious duty….”
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ARTIFACTS CONTENT:
Furniture Label from the Shop of John Shaw
Baltimore Museum of Art
Facsimile
Maryland State Archives
MdHR G 1556-154/157
Furniture label from the shop of John Shaw engraved by Thomas Sparrow (1744-after 1785), an Annapolis
Silversmith who also engraved plates for Maryland paper money and seals for several government offices.
Shaw Furniture Invoice, 1796-1797
Maryland State Archives
Invoice from shop of John Shaw for mahogany armchairs for the State House,
August 3,1796, paid February 20, 1797.
Armchairs, attributed to John Shaw (1745-1829), ca. 1797
Maryland Commission on Artistic Property
MdCAP 1199
Gift of John T. King, III, Virginia K Whittlesey, Joseph D. B. King and J. Sidney King, in memory of their parents Dr.
John T. King, Jr. and Charlotte Baker King
MdCAP 573
Two of approximately thirty armchairs that Shaw made between 1796 and 1797 for the State House.
Desk, attributed to John Shaw (1745-1829), ca. 1797
Maryland Commission on Artistic Property
MdCAP 701
By November 1797, John Shaw had been paid for ten mahogany desks for senators and
a desk for the Senate President. This desk is one of the many original Senate Chamber furnishings which have been
returned, by gift or purchase, to the State House Collection.
Maryland State House, attributed to Charles Willson Peale (1741-1827), 1789
Bond Collection
Maryland State Archives
MdHR G 194-3
This engraving, attributed to Charles Willson Peale, was published in the February 1789 issue of the Columbian
Magazine. In addition to the new State House with its recently completed dome, on the far left is the home of John
Shaw. To the right of the State House are the Old Council Chamber and Ball Room built in 1718, the octagonal outdoor
privy, known as the “temple,” constructed in the 1780s and the Treasury Building built in 1729.
ARTIFACTS CONTENT:
Perspective Drawings of the Maryland State House by Charles Willson Peale (1741-1827), 1788
William Voss Elder Collection
Maryland State Archives
MdHR G 1051
These perspective drawings of the State House were made with the aid of a “drawing machine” by Charles
Willson Peale on a visit to Annapolis in the summer of 1788. Peale intended to paint a panorama of the city as seen
from the State House dome with a perspective view of the State House in the middle. He completed only the perspective view. The drawings are especially important because they indicated the colors of the State House and neighboring buildings.
Plasterer’s Contract, July 24, 1792
Original, The John Work Garrett Collection of the Johns Hopkins University
Facsimile
Maryland State Archives
MdHR G 1556-148
Under the supervision of John Shaw, both the carpentry and the plaster work of the interior of the dome was
begun in 1792, and completed by 1794. Thomas Dance, who signed the contract, was killed by a fall in 1793.
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Drawing and Floor Plans, by Joseph Horatio Anderson (d. by 1781), 1772
The John Work Garrett Collection of the Johns Hopkins University
Facsimiles
Maryland State Archives
MdHR G 1556-109/111
These drawings were used by the building contractor, Charles Wallace, an Annapolis merchant. Wallace undertook the building of the State House to help his ailing firm through a severe cash flow problem. The 7,500 pounds
sterling appropriation may have helped the business, but the building proved to be more of a headache that Wallace
ever imagined. Shortly after the roof was completed it blew off in a violent storm. Not too many months later, the
presence of British warships in the bay sent the workmen packing, many of whom never retuned. It was not until the
fall of 1779 that Wallace was ready to turn the building over to the legislature, seven years after the cornerstone was
laid.
RAW CONTENT:
John Shaw: Shaw was a prominent citizen of Annapolis who is best remembered as a cabinetmaker. He was also an
inventor, local assessor, undertaker, state armourer, merchant and City Councilman. He was born in Glasgow, Scotland
in 1745 and came to Annapolis in the early 1770’s. He was the supervisor for the MSH from 1772 – 1783 - Shaw was
placed in charge of providing the illumination for Washington's public dinner at the State House when Washington
resigned his post as the Commander of the Continental Army.
ARTIFACT CONTENT:
Desk and chair
Enrico Liberti (1894-1979)
Mahogany, 1940
Collection of the Maryland State Archives
MSA SC 1545-0531,-0569
In 1940, Baltimore cabinetmaker Enrico Liberti was commissioned to reproduce 23 mahogany arm chairs and 14
mahogany desks for the Old Senate Chamber using John Shaw’s original 1797 design. Liberti’s reproductions were
part of a major renovation campaign in 1939-1940 in which the Chamber was furnished to look as it did in 1797.
Today, the chamber is furnished with a combination of Shaw’s original 1797 furniture and Liberti’s 1940 reproductions.

II. Charles Willson Peale
RAW CONTENT:
Charles Willson Peale – native Marylander; artist; CWP mural started of city ; CWP invented Physiography Extending
the Sphere
ARTIFACT CONTENT:
Maryland State House
Attributed to Charles Willson Peale (1741-1827) 1789
Bond Collection, Maryland State Archives
MSA SC 194-3
This engraving, attributed to Charles Willson Peale, was published in the February 1789 issue of the Columbian
Magazine. In addition to the new State House with its recently completed dome, on the far left is the home of John
Shaw. To the right of the State House is the Old Council Chamber and Ball Room built in 1718, the octagonal outdoor
privy, known as the “public temple,” constructed in the 1780s and the Treasury Building built in 1735.
Plan of the First Floor of the Maryland State House
Published in the Columbian Magazine, February 1789
Attributed to Charles Willson Peale (1741-1827)
Maryland State Archives
MSA SC 1556-121/122
This plan of the first floor of the State House accompanied Charles Willson Peale’s drawing in the February 1789
issue of the Columbian Magazine.
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Elevation of the Maryland State House
Charles Willson Peale (1741-1827), 1788
William Voss Elder Collection, Maryland State Archives
MSA SC 1051
This perspective drawing of the State House was one of two drawings made with the aid of a “drawing
machine” by Charles Willson Peale on a visit to Annapolis in the summer of 1788. Peale intended to paint a panorama
of the city as seen from the State House dome with a perspective view of the State House in the middle. He completed only the perspective view. This drawing is especially important because it indicates the colors of the State House
and neighboring buildings.

III. The dome
RAW CONTENT:
Other visitors to the roof -View from the dome of City of Annapolis – as the eye of the city
Dr. Shippen took Jefferson and Madison up stairs to the dome to see the sights
Bronze statues of Peale coming down steps and Shaw kneeling to repair bottom step
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3B Old Senate Committee Room: Crafting a New Nation 1776-1784
I. Portrait gallery
LABEL CONTENT:
Charles Willson Peale’s Portraits of Early Governors
In 1823, Charles Willson Peale, by then living in Philadelphia, asked his friends in Annapolis to offer a petition on his
behalf to Governor Samuel Stevens offering six portraits of Maryland’s early governors in exchange for a full-length
portrait of Charles Calvert, Fifth Lord Baltimore. Peale considered the portrait to be an inspiration of his career as a
painter. He also hoped this endeavor would make him “the founder of a collection of Portraits, which has the promise
of becoming a rich and highly valuable Gallery of distinguished men elected to the highest office in a free
Government.”
Over the next year, Peale set about painting the new portraits based on original versions painted in the sitter’s lifetimes either by himself, or his son Rembrandt. Unable to find any original images of Governors Thomas Sim Lee and
John Henry, Peale substituted a portrait of Governor George Plater. The inclusion of a new life-portrait of Samuel
Sprigg, governor from 1819-1823, added a seventh painting to Peale’s initial proposal.
Peale delivered the seven portraits to Annapolis in 1824-1825, where they were displayed in the Assembly Rooms in
City Hall. The portraits remained in the custody of the City of Annapolis until 1867 when Mayor Abram Claude authorized their transfer to the State of Maryland. The portraits have been on public display in the State House and
Government House since then, and are the foundation for the tradition of displaying official governor’s portraits that
continues to the present day.
RAW CONTENT:
Gallery of Charles Willson Peale portraits – people who crafted America
Documentation by Charles Willson Peale of Washington, Marquis de Lafayette, and Tench Tilghman at Yorktown,1784
Tench Tilghman - Most of the Tilghman family served the King, though not Tench. The Continental Congress recruited
him to make peace with the Six Nations. Following his return from this mission, he enlisted in the Maryland Militia.
His good service was rewarded with a promotion to General George Washington’s Army where he was soon promoted
to Washington’s aide-de-camp. In 1781,Tench’s moment of triumph came when Washington chose him to carry the surrender papers from Yorktown to Philadelphia.
Anne Catherine Green Widow of Jonas Green – 1st woman printer in US copy from NPG.
Portrait of Slave by Charles Willson Peale - Mamood
ARTIFACT CONTENT:
Washington, Lafayette and Tilghman at Yorktown
Charles Willson Peale (1727-1841)
Oil on canvas, 1784
Collection of the Maryland State Archives
MSA SC 1545-1120
In October 1781, British General Charles Cornwallis surrendered to General George Washington at Yorktown, Virginia,
effectively ending the Revolutionary War. In enthusiastic response, the Maryland House of Delegates asked Governor
Thomas Sim Lee to commission Maryland-born Charles Willson Peale to paint a portrait of colonial America's hero,
General Washington. Lee wrote to Peale in December 1781: “The Honorable Delegates of Maryland have Unanimously
resolved to have the Portrait of His Excellency General Washington, at full length, to be placed in their House, in
grateful remembrance of that most Illustrious Character.” (Letter from Governor Thomas Sim Lee to Charles Willson
Peale, December 7, 1781; reprinted in The Selected Papers of Charles Willson Peale and His Family, vol. 1).
Peale waited three years to complete the commission, eventually producing a large-scale painting that exceeded the
delegates' request. In addition to painting Washington, Peale added two figures to the foreground of his composition.
The first, to Washington's immediate left, is the Marquis de Lafayette, who represents the pivotal alliance between
colonial America and France that led to victory in the Revolution; The second figure Peale added is Lieutenant Colonel
Tench Tilghman, a Marylander who served as Washington's military secretary and aide-de-camp, who is shown in profile.
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The portrait setting includes important historical details. The background shows Yorktown from the southeast. In the
left middle ground are soldiers of various nationalities carrying flags. On the far left is a French soldier, holding the
royal Bourbon flag of France, with its white field and fleur-de-lis. In the center of the group are two British soldiers
with their flags cased. To the right is an American soldier holding the regimental standard, identifiable with its red
and white stripes and a blue field on which is painted an American eagle. As Peale described the setting:

“I have made in the distance a View of York & Gloster with the British army surrendering in the order in which it happened. And in the middle distance I have introduced French & American officers with Colours of their nations displayed, between them the British with their Colours cased. These figures seem to tell the story at first sight, which
the more distant could not so readily do” (Letter from Charles Willson Peale to William Paca, September 7, 1784;
reprinted in The Selected Papers of Charles Willson Peale and His Family, Vol. 1)

II. Declaration of Independence
LABEL CONTENT:
Declaring Independence
On June 28, 1776, Maryland instructed its four delegates to the Continental Congress to vote for independence from
Great Britain. Maryland’s congressional delegates were: William Paca, Thomas Stone, Charles Carroll of Carrollton,
and Samuel Chase.
A week later on July 6, 1776, Maryland issued its own separate declaration of independence using language drafted
by Charles Carroll of Carrollton on July 3. With independence came the need to create a state government made legitimate by a written constitution. In August 1776, Maryland’s first Constitutional Convention convened in Annapolis. The
first item of business was to draft a bill of rights which in its final version contained 42 provisions setting forth the
responsibilities of government and the rights of its citizens.
The first official issue of the Declaration of Independence of the United States with the names of the signers was
printed for the Congress in January 1777. It was printed in Baltimore by Mary Katherine Goddard and delivered to the
Congress, which was also meeting in Baltimore.
ARTIFACT CONTENT:
The Declaration of Independence
Printed by Mary Katherine Goddard (1738-1816) on January 18, 1777
Maryland State Archives,
MSA S 997-15
RAW CONTENT:
In 1776 Maryland adopted a declaration of rights and a state constitution and sent soldiers and supplies to aid the
war for independence; supposedly the high quality of its regular “troops of the line” earned Maryland its nickname,
the Old Line State.

III. Treaty of Paris
LABEL CONTENT:
The Treaty of Paris at Annapolis
On January 14, 1784, the Treaty of Paris was ratified by the Congress of the United States, while they met in the
Senate Chamber of the Maryland State House. The Treaty formally ended the Revolutionary War and established the
United States as a free and independent nation. The Treaty’s ratification in Annapolis made Maryland’s capital the first
peace-time capital of the United States.
The Treaty had been signed by delegates from the Unites States and Great Britain, as well as France and Spain, in
Paris on September 3, 1783. Congress' assent was required for the Treaty to take effect, and delegates were called to
convene at Annapolis, then serving as the nation's capital, in November 26, 1783. The minimum number of state delegations (nine? Seven?) required to conduct business did not arrive in the State House until December 13. On that day,
the Treaty was referred to a committee chaired by Thomas Jefferson.
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In early January, 1784, Congress began to consider voting on ratification with the delegates already present. Within a
few days, a quorum was reached, and Congress voted unanimously to ratify the Treaty. Congress then ordered “That a
proclamation be immediately issued, notifying the states of the union” that the Treaty had been signed.
RAW CONTENT:
Treaty of Paris – crafting peace 1784
Congress convened at the Maryland State House on January 14, 1784 to ratify the Treaty of Paris, officially establishing the United States as an independent and sovereign Nation, ending the American Revolutionary War.
ARTIFACT CONTENT:
Broadside announcing ratification of the Treaty of Paris
John Dunlap, printer, 1784
Collection of the Maryland State Archives
Treaty of Paris Broadside Collection,
MSA SC 5787
John Dunlap, Congress’ official printer, printed the broadside seen here, which was “to notify… all the good citizens of these United States” that the Treaty had been ratified, and that American independence was assured. The
proclamation was also to serve as official notice of the Treaty, a task of particular importance in an era when communication was limited. Of the thirteen copies Dunlap printed—one for each state—only a handful are known to survive
today. This copy, held at the Maryland State Archives, bears the embossed seal of Congress and the signatures of
Thomas Mifflin, president of Congress, and Charles Thomson, secretary.
Map of North America
John Mitchell 1756
Huntingfield Collection,
Maryland State Archives
MSA S 19970-15—12/1
After ratifying the Treaty of Paris, Congress also directed that each state inform its people that the Treaty had been
ratified, and that peace was at hand. Thus, four days later, Governor William Paca gave a proclamation informing the
people of Maryland that the Treaty had been ratified. Paca asked that “all the good citizens of this state...observe, and
carry into effect” the Treaty's requirements-to properly live as citizens of the new republic.
In the colonial period, “broadsides” provided inexpensive information and entertainment to the public. Broadsides
were a single sheet of paper that generally contained print on one side only.

IV. Preparation for Washington’s Resignation – crafting the soldier/citizen idiom
LABEL CONTENT:
Congress at Annapolis, November 26, 1783 to August 13, 1784
Having been forced from Philadelphia and Princeton by the rioting of unpaid Continental soldiers and invited by the
city fathers to make its permanent home in Annapolis, Congress convened at the Maryland State House on November
26, 1783.
By 1783, the prestige of the ineffectual Congress of the Confederation had declined to such as extent that most states
no longer bothered to send their best men to represent them, and those appointed often neglected to attend. The delegates of only nine states were present in Annapolis in December. Two of the states had only one representative, and
so could not vote. Despite this, the meeting of the Fifth Congress of the Confederation is notable for hosting some of
the most pivotal events of the new country’s formation.
It was in December of 1783 that the Congress at Annapolis hosted one of the most significant events in history of the
United States. George Washington arrived in Annapolis on December 19 and immediately wrote to Congress to inquire
as to how they actually wanted him to resign his commission. A committee of Congress devised a ceremony that took
place at noon on December 23. In the intervening days, Washington was feted with celebratory events, including a
gala ball on the night before the ceremony in the hall of the State House.
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On the day of the ceremony, Washington arrived at the State House where Congress was meeting in the Old Senate
Chamber. When he entered the Chamber, the members remained seated, covered (with their hats on). In a short, emotional speech, Washington resigned his commission and then bowed to Congress. Only then did the members rise and
remove their hats in a gesture of respect. He then left the Chamber and rode to Mt. Vernon to join his family for
Christmas dinner.
The Treaty of Paris formally ending the War for American Independence was signed on September 3, 1783, in Paris,
and ratified by Congress on January 14, 1784, in the Senate Chamber in the State House. In May 1784, Thomas
Jefferson was appointed Minister Plenipotentiary to serve as the nation’s foreign ambassador to France, where he
would join Benjamin Franklin and John Adams as they sought to establish treaties of commerce with each European
nation.
LABEL CONTENT:
George Washington’s Resignation Speech
On December 23, 1783, George Washington came before Congress, then meeting in the Old Senate Chamber of the
State House and resigned his commission as commander in chief of the Continental Army. By turning over the power
of the military to the civilian government – and retiring to private life at Mt. Vernon – Washington set an important
precedent that is still at the foundation of our government to this day.
This is a facsimile copy of the original draft from which Washington read his speech to Congress. The original will be
on display in the State House as soon as an appropriate case can be made for it. Its display will be part of a complete
reinstallation of the exhibits in the State House currently being developed by the Maryland State Archives.
The Maryland State Archives acquired Washington’s personal copy of his speech in 2007 along with a letter written by
James McHenry to his future wife, the most descriptive first-person account of this historic event.
LABEL CONTENT:
George Washington’s letter to Congress announced his arrival in Annapolis and asked “in what manner it will be most
proper to offer my resignation.” Congress immediately resolved that “his Excellency the Commander-[?] in[-?] Chief be
admitted to a Public Audience, on Tuesday next [December 23] at twelve o’clock,” and referred his letter to a committee chaired by Thomas Jefferson. Jefferson and fellow committee members Elb[d??]ridge Gerry and James McHenry
devised a ceremony and composed a response that President Thomas Mifflin would deliver on behalf of Congress.
ARTIFACTS CONTENT:
Letter to Congress, December 20, 1783
National Archives and Records Service [?]
Maryland State Archives,
MdHR G 1556-104
George Washington’s Commission as General and Commander-in-Chief of the Army of the United Colonies
Library of Congress
Photograph
Maryland State Archives
MdHR G 1556-6
Dated June 19, 1775, the Commission was signed by John Hancock, President of the Continental Congress.
Washington, Lafayette, and Tilghman at Yorktown by Charles Willson Peale (1741-1827), 1784
Painted for the Maryland State House and first hung by the artist in the fall of 1784 in the old House of Delegates
Chamber, this portrait now hangs above the fireplace in the adjoining old Senate Chamber.
After resigning his Commission as Commander-in-Chief, George Washington probably gave this draft of his remarks to
the Committee on which James McHenry served. McHenry kept it among his papers. Another copy, in the hand of
Washington’s secretary David Humphreys, is in the Library of Congress.
Draft of Washington’s Remarks
Original, private collection.
Facsimile
Maryland State Archives
MdHR G 1556-105
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Edwin White’s painting depicts even fewer people in attendance at the ceremony than Trumbull’s, although he
does show the room correctly. Neither painting includes the two Congressmen, James McHenry and James Tilton,
who provided the most detailed contemporary accounts of the event. From McHenry and Tilton it is known that the
room was packed with Congressmen, members of the Maryland legislature, the Governor’s Council, City Officials,
Washington’s aides, and guests, including the former Proprietor of Maryland, Henry Harford, and his brother-in-law,
former governor Sir Robert Eden. The room was so crowded that Washington withdrew to this Committee Room
while the “company” left. After a few moments, when the Chamber was at last clear except for Congressmen (21 or
22) and clerks, “the General then stepped into the room again, bid every member [of Congress] fairwell[??sp.] and rode
off from the door [of the State House], intent upon eating his c[?]hristmas dinner at home.”
General George Washington Resigning his Commission as Commaner-in-Chief of the Army, 1824, by John
Trumbull (1756-1843)
Architect of the U.S. Capitol
neg. no. 34256.
Photograph
Maryland State Archives
MdHR G 1556-2
Contemporary Key to John Trumbull’s Painting of Washington Resigning his Commission
Architect of the U.S. Capitol Photograph
Maryland State Archives
MdHR G 1556-152
Washington Resigning his Commission, by Edwin White (1817-1877), 1859
Maryland Commission on Artistic Property
MdCAP 1112.
Photograph
Maryland State Archives
MdHR G 1556-8
Commissioned for the State House, it know hangs above the first floor landing on the marble staircase leading to
the second floor.
Contemporary Key to Edwin White’s Painting of Washington Resigning his Commission
Maryland Commission on Artistic Property
Photograph
Maryland State Archives
MdHR G 1556-107
Following a carefully devised protocol worked out by Thomas Jefferson and his Committee, the ceremony of
Washington’s resignation as Commander-in-Chief began at twelve noon on December 23, 1783. James Tilton, member of Congress from Delaware, described the scene:

“Tuesday morning, Congress met and took their seats in order, all covered. At twelve o’clock the General was introduced by the secretary, and seated opposite to the president, until the throng, that filled all the avenues, were so disposed of so as to behold the solemnity. The ladies occupied the gallery as full as it would hold, the Gentlemen crouded [?] below stairs. Silence ordered, by the Secretary, the General rose and bowed to c[C?]ongress, who uncovered,
but did not bow. He then delivered his speech, and at the close of it drew his commission from his bosem [?] and
handed it to the president. The president replied in a set speech. The General bowed again to C[?]ongress. They
uncovered and the General retired. After a little pause until the company withdrew, Congress adjourned. The
General then stepped into the room again, bid every member farewell and rode off from the door, intent upon eating
his c[?]Christmas at home. Many of the spectators particularly the fair ones, shed tears on this solemn and affecting
occasion.”
Protocol for Washington’s Resignation
Photograph
Maryland State Archives
MdHR G 1556-140
The “order for the publick audience of general Washington” as published for the first time in the Secret Journals
of the Acts and Proceedings of Congress, 1821.
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While Elb [?d]ridge Gerry, Congressman from Massachusetts, drafted the order of the ceremony, Thomas Jefferson
composed President Mifflin’s response to Washington’s remarks. Fellow committeeman, James McHenry from
Maryland made this copy from which Mifflin may have read.
McHenry carefully composed his account of Washington’s resignation in this letter to his future wife. In an effort to
polish his prose, he omitted some details from the copy he sent Peggy, including the observation that “the doors of
Congress were thrown open at twelve o’clock when the governor and his council [arrived].” Otherwise McHenry made
little substantial change to what remains as the most dramatic account of the resignation ceremony. Ironically, neither of the great historical paintings of the event includes McHenry or Governor Paca’s council.
Letter of James McHenry to Peggy Caldwell, December 23, 1783
On loan to the State of Maryland through the Maryland Historical Society
SC 1556-1-159
James McHenry (ca. 1752-1816) by Charles Willson Peale (1741-1827), 1778
Original, private collection.
Facsimile
Maryland State Archives
Margaret Caldwell (1762-1833) by Charles Willson Peale (1741-1823), ca. 1783
Original, private collection
Facsimile
Maryland State Archives
On January 16, 1784, Molly Ridout, wife of an official in the old proprietary government, wrote her mother in
England, dispatching her letter by one of the couriers entrusted with a copy of the ratified Treaty of Peace. Molly had
attended Washington’s resignation, “with several others,” on December 23. She told her mother that “The Congress
were[?] assembled in the State House. Both Houses of Assembly were present as spectators, the gallery full of
Ladies. The General seemed so much affected himself, that every body felt for him. He addressed Congress in a
short speech but very affecting. Many tears were shed . . . I think the World never produced a greater Man & very
few so good.”
Letter of Mrs. Molly Ridout to her Mother, January 16, 1784
Photograph
Maryland State Archives
MdHF G 1556-146
On December 24, 1783, Thomas Jefferson wrote the Governor of Virginia about the “affecting scene of yesterday” and of his “extreme anxiety at our present critical situation.” Jefferson feared that there would not be enough
Congressmen present to permit ratification of the Treaty of Paris and, if the treaty was not returned ratified in time,
Britain might choose to deny its validity.
Thomas Jefferson, attributed to John Trumbull (1756-1843)
Original, Virginia Historical Society
Photograph
Maryland State Archives
MdHR G 1156-145
Speech in vitrine
Washington’s Resignation Speech (Final Draft)
Annapolis, December 23, 1783

The great events on which my resignation depended, having at length taken place, I have now the honor of offering
my sincere congratulations to Congress, and [&] of presenting myself before {Congress} them, to surrender into their
hands the trust committed to me, and to claim the indulgence of retiring {request permission to retire} from the service of my country.
Happy in the confirmation of our independence and sovereignty, and pleased with the opportunity afforded the United
States, of becoming a respectable Nation {as well as in the contemplation of our prospect of National happiness}, I
resign with satisfaction the appointment I accepted with diffidence --- a diffidence in my abilities to accomplish so
arduous a task, which however was superseded by a confidence in the rectitude of our Cause, the support of the
supreme Power of the Union, and the patronage of Heaven.
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The successful termination of the War has verified the most sanguine expectations- and my gratitude for the interposition of Providence, and the assistance I have received from my Countrymen, increases with every review of the momentous Contest.
While I repeat my obligations to the army in general, I should do injustice to my own feelings not to acknowledge in this
place the peculiar services and distinguished merits of the Gentlemen who have been attached to my person during the
war. -- It was impossible the choice of confidential officers to compose my family should have been more fortunate. -Permit me Sir, to recommend in particular those, who have continued in service to the present moment, as worthy of the
favorable notice & patronage of Congress.-I consider it an indispensable duty {duty} to close this last solemn act of my Official life, by commending the Interests of
our dearest Country to the protection of Almighty God, and those who have the superintendance {direction} of them, to
his holy keeping.-Having now finished the work assigned me, I retire from the great theatre of action, -- and bidding an affectionate {a
final} farewell to this August body, under whose orders I have so long acted, I here offer {today deliver?} my
Commission, and take my {ultimate} leave of all the employments of public life.
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Area 3 - Old Senate Chamber: Crafting a New Nation 1776-1784
*See bronze of horse and slave out window

I. Washington’s resignation
RAW CONTENT:
Washington's resignation was delivered at a meeting of the Continental Congress, which convened in Annapolis on
November 26. The solemn ceremony is well documented in first person accounts as well as in the published rules of
the ceremony, which stated that, “the President and members are to be seated and covered...The General is to be
seated with an aide on each side, standing...the General is to arise, and address Congress...the President is to deliver
the answer of Congress...the General...is to bow to Congress, which they are to return by uncovering without bowing.”
The stiff formality and deference were designed to re-emphasize the supremacy of the civilian representatives of the
people over the military. Despite this formality, one witness, James McHenry, reported that “the spectators all wept,
and there was hardly a member of Congress who did not drop tears.”
LABEL CONTENT:
In March of 1784, Charles Willson Peale wrote the President of Congress, Thomas Mifflin, that he had intended to
come to Annapolis to make “a capital historical picture [of] . . . Gen. Washington taking leave of Congress . . . but alas
my finances at present will not permit of such an undertaking.” Perhaps Peale hoped for a commission from
Congress, but none ever came, and he abandoned his project altogether. The first artist to attempt to reconstruct the
scene was Robert Edge Pine not long after the event. Unfortunately Pine’s large canvas was destroyed in a fire in
1803 and there is no surviving record of its appearance. John Trumbull completed the earliest extant painting of the
ceremony in 1824, after taking considerable pains to determine the principal people in attendance, and to secure their
likenesses. For some unknown reason, Trumbull chose to reverse the room, both in his preliminary sketches and in the
final painting. Trumbull also included a number of people who were not there, such as Martha Washington and
James Madison.
In Grateful Remembrance
When the Maryland Senate first met in the Old Senate Chamber, ca. 1779, they found a chamber which was simple
but elegant. Although the building itself was not yet complete, it appears that the chambers were continuously used
until the Old Senate Chamber was turned over to the Continental Congress for their use in 1783-1784.
Washington’s Uniform
Believing that “nothing adds more to the appearance of a man, than dress,” George Washington took pains to clothe
himself in a fashion appropriate to his rank.
According to family tradition, Washington wore the original of this uniform, now in the Smithsonian, when he
resigned his commission as Commander-in-Chief. The replica, seen here near the spot where Washington stood, is
closely patterned after the original, and donated to the State of Maryland by the Maryland Society of Senates Past. It
was produced by Mr. J. Luther Sowers of the Anvil Amrs, of Mr. Donald Kloster, Associate Curator of Military History
at the Smithsonian. Washington’s head is modeled on the life bust by Jean-Antoine Houdon made in 1785, and is a
gift of The Maryland Colonial Society. The epaulets and sword, given by the Maryland Society of Senates Past and
the Daughters of the Colonial Wars, duplicate those Washington wears in the Charles Willson Peale portrait,
Washington, Lafayette and Tilghman, which hangs nearby over the Senate Chamber fireplace (visible only from the
main hallway entrance). Washington was bare-headed during the ceremonies. Congressmen kept their hats on, to
symbolize the supremacy of civil over military authority, but when “the General rose and bowed,” they responded by
momentarily removing their hats in a formal gesture of respect.
The uniform is on a mannequin specially constructed by Susan Wallace of the Smithsonian, who also painted the
head. The mannequin is a gift to the State of Maryland by the Colonial Dames of America, Chapter One, and the
Maryland Society of Senates Past.
ARTIFACT CONTENT:
Washington’s Uniform and Mannequin
Gift of the Colonial Dames of America, Chapter One, and the Maryland Society of Senates Past.
Commission on Artistic Property
MdCAP 808
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President’s Desk by John Shaw (1741-1827), 1797
Commission Artistic Property
MdCAP 749
Desk made by John Shaw for the President of the Maryland Senate. Although a commission for a President’s
desk is not recorded in the council Proceedings, Shaw was paid for “10 Mahogany Desks for the use of the Senate &
1 neat Mahogany [desk] for the president . . . “
President’s Armchair attributed to John Shaw (1741-1827), 1797
Gift of the Maryland Society of the Colonial Dames of America,
Commission on Artistic Property
MdCAP 748
Armchair made by John Shaw for the President of the Maryland Senate. This chair was included in Shaw’s commission to made “twenty four handsome commodious chairs to be made for the accommodation of the Senate
amongst which shall be a presidential chair.”
Desks, attributed to John Shaw (1741-1827), 1797
Commission on Artistic Property
MdCAP 591, 46, 540
Three of the original set of desks made by John Shaw for the Old Senate Chamber.
Armchairs, attributed to John Shaw (1741-1827), 1797
Commission on Artistic Property
MdCAP 1200
Gift of Mrs. Laurence Thompson in memory of her grandfather, Dennis Clause Thompson
MdCAP 607.
Two of the original set of approximately thirty armchairs made by John Shaw for the Maryland State House.
Reproduction Desks and Armchairs, attributed to Enrico Liberti
Commission on Artistic Property
Maryland State House collection
John Eager Howard (1752-1827), by Charles Willson Peale, (1741- 1827)
Commission on Artistic Property
MdCAP 1053
William Smallwood (1732-1792), by Charles Willson Peale, (1741- 1827)
Presented by the city of Annapolis, 1867
Commission on Artistic Property
MdCap 1054
John Hoskins Stone (1750-1804), by Charles Willson Peale, (1741- 1827), 1824
Presented by the city of Annapolis, 1867
Commission on Artistic Property
MdCAP 1057
Samuel Sprigg (ca. 1783-1855), by Charles Willson Peale, (1741- 1827), 1824
Presented by the city of Annapolis, 1867
Commission on Artistic Property
MdCAP 1055
Washington, Lafayette and Tilghman at Yorktown,
by Charles Willson Peale, (1741- 1827), 1784
Commission on Artistic Property
MdCAP 1120
William Paca (1740-1799), by Charles Willson Peale, (1741- 1827), 1823
Presented by the city of Annapolis, 1867
Commission on Artistic Property
MdCAP 1056
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Bronze of Washington - George Washington’s Uniform and Mannequin
Gifts of the Colonial Dames of America, Chapter One; the Maryland Colonial Society; the Daughters of Colonial Wars,
and the Maryland Society of Senates Past, 1983
Collection of the Maryland State Archives
MSA SC 1545-0808
Believing that “nothing adds more to the appearance of a man, than dress,” George Washington took pains to
clothe himself in a fashion appropriate to his rank. According to family tradition, Washington wore the original of this
uniform, now in the Smithsonian Institution, when he resigned his commission as commander-in-chief. Washington’s
head is modeled on the life bust by Jean-Antoine Houdon made in 1785. Washington was bareheaded during the resignation ceremony. Congressmen kept their hats on, to symbolize the supremacy of civil over military authority, but when
“the General rose and bowed,” they responded by momentarily removing their hats in a formal gesture of respect.
Desk and chair
Enrico Liberti (1894-1979)
Mahogany, 1940
Collection of the Maryland State Archives
MSA SC 1545-XXXX, XXXX
In 1940, Baltimore cabinetmaker Enrico Liberti was commissioned to reproduce 23 mahogany arm chairs and 14
mahogany desks for the Old Senate Chamber using John Shaw’s original 1797 design. Prior to this commission, an
assortment of relics and furniture were displayed in the Old Senate Chamber as a hallowed shrine to Washington’s resignation in 1783. Liberti’s reproductions were part of a major renovation campaign in 1939-1940 in which the Chamber
was furnished to look as it did in 1797. Today, the chamber is furnished with a combination of Shaw’s original 1797 furniture and Liberti’s 1940 reproductions.
Move Charles Willson Peale’s William Pitt back to this room over the fireplace
William Pitt, first earl of Chatham, was engaged in a heated debate with Charles Lennox (1735-1806), third duke of
Richmond, on the subject of the American revolt against Great Britain. As he was forcefully making his argument, Pitt
suddenly collapsed, falling into the arms of his colleagues, and he died several weeks later.
James McHenry’s letter to Peggy Coldwell on desk

II. Maryland Congress met here (label)
III. Continental Congress met here (label)
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3A outside OSC: Restoration of Old Senate Chamber 1776-1784
I. Restoration of the Old Senate Chamber
LABEL CONTENT:
‘Above ground archaeology’ is revealing the architectural history of one of America’s most important
rooms
In 2007, in order to determine the cause of the failure of plaster in the Old Senate Chamber, a nationally-known architectural restoration firm, The John Greenwalt Lee Company, was hired to investigate the room and make recommendations for its repair. This initial investigation led to a much broader examination of the original architectural fabric of
the room and how its has been changed over the past 225 years. This work has given us a much better idea of how
the room looked when George Washington resigned his commission there in 1783.
It was determined that the failing plaster was caused primarily by modern paint applied over early 20th century
plaster, plus ambient moisture in the room. All of the plaster was removed, leaving the original 18th century brick
walls exposed. Under the plaster, the Lee team has found “ghosts” of earlier architectural elements such as cornices,
wainscot, and chair rails. Several of these details match evidence found in early sketches and period descriptions of
the room. Further analysis has uncovered original bricks, mortar, and beams.
Once all of the evidence is revealed, and the necessary repairs are made, decisions will be made as to which elements of the room will be restored in order to most effectively—and accurately—interpret the Old Senate Chamber.
This process could take a couple of years to complete. In the meantime, visitors will be able to see the original 18th
century bricks and mortar of this important room.
ARTIFACT CONTENT:
Colonial Day Celebration in the Rotunda
E.H. Pickering
May 15, 1928
Maryland State Archives
MSA SC 1545-0808
Costumed interpreters and visitors fill the rotunda in a reenactment of the celebratory ball held in the State
House the evening before George Washington [in center] resigned his commission on December 24, 1783.
Stereographic View of the Senate Chamber
Photographer unknown
1868
Maryland State Archives
MSA SC 182-01-0501
The oldest view of the room used by the Maryland Senate from 1779 until 1905 documents elements of the original eighteenth-century architecture, including the visitors’ gallery and decorative plaster cornices that were removed
in 1876-1877. This is one of two known photographs of the Old Senate Chamber prior to the Victorian-era renovations,
and is an invaluable resource for the ongoing work in this room.
The Old Senate Chamber
E.H. Pickering
1925
Maryland State Archives
MSA SC 1804-02-0284
After completing the construction of the 1902-1905 annex, Baltimore architects Baldwin and Pennington oversaw
renovations in the Old Senate Chamber to return the room to a colonial appearance. This work was completed in 1906
and included the installation of a new visitor’s gallery, fireplace, dais and flooring, a recreated false door, and ornamental plasterwork. In an effort to memorialize George Washington’s resignation in this space, the portrait of
Washington, Lafayette and Tilghman and framed transcriptions of speeches given by Washington and Thomas Mifflin
were on display, and the room was furnished with an eclectic array of furnishings and relics associated—often mistakenly—with the first president.
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Shaw furnishings
Room restored 1906, 1948, 2007
GW resignation speech given here
The State
MD Commission of Shaw flag
The Nation
Treaty of Paris ratification
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Area 4 - Rotunda: Ratifying the Constitution 1788-1812
I. In Order to Form a More Perfect Union: Maryland the Seventh State
LABEL CONTENT:
A. When In The Course of Human Events
On June 28, 1776, Maryland finally instructed its delegates to the Continental Congress to vote for independence from
Great Britain. A week later, Maryland issued its own separate declaration of independence. With independence
came the need to create a state government made legitimate by a written constitution. In August 1776, Maryland’s
first Constitutional Convention convened in Annapolis. The first item of business was to draft a bill of rights which in
its final version contained 42 provisions setting forth the responsibilities of government and the rights of its citizens.
Between 1776 and 1787, the 13 original states joined together in a loose national alliance, but by 1785 it was apparent to many that their common cause required a stronger federal system. This system had its beginnings in 1785 with
the regional cooperation established by the Mount Vernon Compact and in the subsequent Annapolis Convention
which called for a meeting of all the states in Philadelphia in 1787.
B. Declaring Independence: June-July 1776
Maryland declared independence from Great Britain on July 6, 1776, using language drafted by Charles Carroll of
Carrollton on July 3. The first official issue of the Declaration of Independence of the United States with the names
of the signers was printed for Congress, then meeting in Baltimore. By Maryland Katherine Goddard in January 1777.
ARTIFACT CONTENT:
Maryland’s Declaration of Independence
Maryland State Archives
MdHR 4560-1
Goddard’s Printing of the Declaration of Independence, January 1777
Maryland State Archives
RB 2/2/19
LABEL CONTENT:
C. A Bill of Rights and Constitution for Maryland: September 17, 1776
On September 17, 1776 11 years to the day before the U. S. Constitution was signed, the Convention charged with
drafting a Constitution for Maryland submitted its work to the people. On November 19, 1776, the Maryland Gazette
(Baltimore) began printing the full text of the final version of Maryland’s Declaration of Rights and Form of
Government.
ARTIFACT CONTENT:
Facsimile of Draft of Article 4 of the Declaration of Rights, 4" x 8"
Maryland State Archives
MdHR 4558-40
Maryland Gazette (Baltimore), November 19, 1776 (15" x 18")
Enoch Pratt Free Library
Facsimile of Early Draft of the Maryland Constitution (13" x 8")
Maryland State Archives
MdHR 4558-32
LABEL CONTENT:
D. Regional Cooperation: March 1785
Commissioners from Maryland and Virginia met at Mount Vernon in March 1785 to discuss fishing rights and the regulation of commerce on the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries. The result was the Compact of 1785, the first mutually
binding agreement of its kind between two states. Both states declared that their waterways would be “forever considered as a common Highway Free for Use and Navigation of any vessel belonging” to the other. At the same time,
the Commissioners invited Pennsylvania to join in an effort to improve the navigation of the Potomac River to its headwaters, arguing that such a project would “have for their object the interest and convenience of [Pennsylvania’s]
Citizens and those of the other States in the Union.”
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ARTIFACT CONTENT:
Facsimile of Original Laws of Maryland, 1785, Chapter 1 (18 6/16" x 14")
Maryland State Archives
MdHR 6-25
Facsimile of Letter from Commissioners of Virginia and Maryland to John Dickenson, President of the
State of Pennsylvania, March 28, 1785 (15" x 9")
Maryland State Archives
MdHR 4604-127
Facsimile from the Maryland Journal (Baltimore), September 19, 1786 (8" x 11")
Enoch Pratt Free Library
George Washington often stayed at Mann’s Tavern when visiting Annapolis, seen in the center of this detail from
a mid-nineteenth century lithograph. Mann’s was the site of the Annapolis convention in September 1786 and the
center of festivities in the capital following ratification of the U. S. Constitution in April 1788.
Detail from Bird’s-Eye-View of Annapolis, CA, 1858, by Edward Sachse (1804-1873)
Maryland State Archives
MdHR G 907
From the east porch of his home on the Potomac River, George Washington could look across to the Maryland Shore.
Washington’s desire to improve the navigation of the river led him to invite the Maryland and Virginia Commissioners
to meet at Mount Vernon in March 1785.
Mount Vernon East Front, by unknown artist, ca. 1792
Mt. Vernon Ladies Association
MdHR G 1796-A-176
Charles Carroll of Carrollton, (1737-1832) by James Barton Longacre (1794-1869) after Robert Field
Maryland State Archives
MdHR G 1796-A-165
Signer of the Declaration of Independence, U.S. Senator
William Paca, (1740-1799) by Peter Maverick (1780-1831) from James Barton Longacre after John
Singleton Copley
Maryland State Archives
MdHR G 1796-A-163
Signer of the Declaration of Independence, co-author of Bill of Rights
Samuel Chase, (1741-1811) by James Barton Longacre (1794-1869)
after John Wesley Jarvis
Maryland State Archives
MdHR G 1796-A-162
Signer of the Declaration of Independence, Justice of the U. S. Supreme Court
Thomas Stone, (1743-1787) by James Barton Longacre (1794-1869)
after Robert Edge Pine
Maryland State Archives
MdHR G 1796-A-164
Signer of the Declaration of Independence, member of Congress
Matthew Tilghman, (1717/18-1790) by Katherine Walton
Commission of Artistic Property
MdHR G 1545-1003
Chairman of the Convention which drafted Maryland’s first Constitution
Thomas Johnson, (1732-1819) by Charles Willson Peale (1741-1827)
Commission on Artistic Property
MdHR G 1545-1119
First Governor of the State of Maryland, Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court
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Mary Katherine Goddard, (1736-1816) by unknown artist
Rhode Island Historical Society
MdHR G 1796-A-182
Baltimore Postmistress
Printer of the Declaration of Independence
John Hanson, (1721-1783) by Charles Willson Peale (1741-1827)
Independence National Historical Park
MdHR G 1614-27
First President of the United States in Congress Assembled
Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, (1723-1790) by Albert Rosenthal (1863-1934)
Maryland State Archives
MdHR G 1796-A-89
Delegate to Conference at Mt. Vernon and Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia

II. Ratification of US Constitution by Maryland
LABEL CONTENT:
In Order to Form a More Perfect Union:
Maryland’s Ratification of the United States Constitution
In May 1787, James McHenry, Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, Daniel Carroll, John Francis Mercer, and Luther Martin
were commissioned as Maryland’s delegates to the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia. On September 17 of
that year the U. S. Constitution was signed by 38 delegates. Maryland’s five delegates to Philadelphia were requested
to appear before the House of Delegates in November to report on the proceedings of the Constitutional Convention.
As news of the proposed Constitution spread through the state, Maryland citizens began debating the merits of the
new form of government. Public debates pitted the “Federalists,” those who favored adoption of the Constitution
without amendment, against the “Anti-Federalists,” those who were either opposed to ratification altogether or who
favored immediate amendments.
Seventy-four delegates to Maryland’s Ratification Convention met in the House of Delegates Chamber of the State
House from April 21-28, 1788. Maryland became the seventh state to ratify, giving a much needed boost to the movement for adoption of the Constitution by the remaining states.
On May 26, 1787, James McHenry, Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, Daniel Carroll, John Francis Mercer, and Luther
Martin were commissioned as Maryland’s delegates to the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia.
Daniel Carroll was president of the Senate, Luther Martin was attorney general, and Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer was
comptroller. John Francis Mercer, a former member of the Annapolis area. James McHenry, formerly a member of
the House of Delegates, was a Baltimore merchant. Carroll and Jenifer were clearly in favor of a stronger national
government; Martin and Mercer were opposed. McHenry attempted to mediate between the two sides.
In the end, by carful compromise and a willingness on the part of the majority to accept less that what they really
wanted, the Philadelphia convention produced a document of amazing resilience and durability that fell short in only
one respect. It lacked a bill of rights.
In a letter to James Madison not long after the Annapolis convention adjourned, George Washington pleaded for a
new and stronger federal government. “The consequences of a lax, or inefficient government, are too obvious to be
dwelt on.—Thirteen Sovereignties pulling against each other and all tugging the federal head, will soon bring ruin on
the whole.”
LABEL CONTENT:
A. First Printing of the U. S. Constitution in Maryland: September 22, 1787
On September 17, 1787, the U. S. Constitution was signed in Philadelphia by 38 delegates. (George Read signed for
the absent John Dickinson, making the total number of signatures 39.) That evening, George Washington recorded in
his diary that he retired to “meditate on the momentous work.”
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The public first learned the details of the proposed Constitution on September 19 when it was printed in a
Philadelphia newspaper. Other printings appeared shortly thereafter. The Baltimore Maryland Gazette and General
Advertiser published the Constitution as a broadside on September 22, and the other Maryland newspapers followed
with full printings in their regular issues.
ARTIFACT CONTENT:
Facsimile of Maryland Gazette & Extraordinary (Baltimore), September 22, 1787
Collection of Stephen and Harriett Goldman
LABEL CONTENT:
B. The Delegates’ Report
On November 23, 1787, Maryland’s five delegates to Philadelphia were requested to appear before the House of
Delegates the following Thursday to report on the proceedings of the Constitutional Convention.
Initially only McHenry and Martin spoke. The House Journal does not reveal what happened, except to indicate that
two speeches that totaled less than an hour developed into a two-day event. To counter objections and concerns
raised by the House, James Mc Henry and Daniel Carroll read (without permission) two speeches by Benjamin
Franklin, given in Philadelphia, which eloquently pleaded for adoption of the constitution.
ARTIFACT CONTENT:
Facsimile of Votes and Proceedings of the House of Delegates, November Session 1787
Maryland State Law Library
LABEL CONTENT:
C. We the Delegates . . . Having Fully Considered
In late November 1787, the Maryland Legislature set the first week in April 1788 as the time for elections to a convention in Annapolis charged with considering the Constitution.
As news of the proposed Constitution spread through the state, Maryland citizens began debating the merits of the
new form of government. Through the winter of 1787-1788, the arguments grew more heated. By the time of the
election, vehement handbills circulated deploring the Constitution’s lack of a bill of rights. Despite Washington’s fears
to the contrary, Maryland proved a strong Federalist state. Only 12 out of 76 men elected to the ratifying convention
could be called Anti-Federalist, and their principal goal was to amend the Constitution, not defeat it.
Maryland became the seventh state to ratify, giving a much needed boost to the movement for adoption of the
Constitution.
Seventy-four delegates to Maryland’s Ratification Convention met in the House of Delegates chamber of the State
House (the front, left corner of the building as seen in this watercolor) from April 21-28, 1788.
ARTIFACT CONTENT:
Maryland State House, by Alexander Jackson Davis (1803-1892), ca. 1830
From the private collection of Albert H. Small
MdHR D 1973
Facsimile
Maryland State Archives
MdHR G 1556-21
“Unite or Die” Cartoon from the Maryland Journal (Baltimore), April 25, 1788
This Enoch Pratt Free Library
Facsimile
Maryland State Archives
MdHR G 1796-A-15
“Unite or Die” cartoon urging the Maryland Convention to ratify the Constitution was based on a segmented
snake design used first by Benjamin Franklin in 1754.
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Cartoon of Pillars from the Massechusetts Gazzette (Boston), May 9, 1788.
Massachusetts Historical Society
Facsimile
Maryland State Archives
MdHR 1796-A-150
A number of newspapers carried this cartoon, adding a new pillar each time a state ratified the Constitution.
Alexander Contee Hanson (1749-1806), by Charles Balthazar Julien Fevret de St. Menim (1770-1852)
National Portrait Gallery, Smithsonian Institution
Facsimile
Maryland State Archives
MdHR G 1796-A-179
Hanson, a judge of the General Court, wrote under the pseudonym “Aristides” in support of ratification of
the U. S. Constitution.
Charles Carroll of Carrollton (1737-1832), by Thomas Sully (1783-1872)
Commission on Artistic Property
MdHR G 1545-1114
Carroll was defeated in the Anne Arundel County election for the Ratification Convention.
John Francis Mercer (1759-1821), by unknown artist
Commission on Artistic Property
MdHR G 1545-1039
Mercer’s advocacy of a bill of rights won him a seat from Anne Arundel County in the Ratification
Convention.
Jeremiah Townley Chase (1748-1828), by Joseph Wood (ca. 1778-1830)
Commission on Artistic Property
MdHR G 1545-1110
Chase agreed with his cousin Samuel that the proposed Constitution did not address the rights of
the people.
LABEL CONTENT:
D. The Seventh State to Ratify
The official proceedings of the Ratification Convention reflect nothing of the efforts of the minority to discuss amendments to the Constitution. Another clerk was hired by the Federalists to record the debates in great detail. A
prospectus was even published in the newspapers, but because only the proponents of amendments spoke at any
length, the project was deliberately sidetracked to prevent furthering the cause of the minority. On April 26, the question was called and 63 members cast their vote for ratification. A committee was then formed to consider amendments, but the majority again had second thoughts and decided to adjourn on April 28th without hearing the minority
report.
ARTIFACT CONTENT:
The Maryland Federalist
Scale model by Lewis A. Beck, Jr., assisted by Charles O. Hacker,
Colan D. Ratliff and Margaret B. Beck, 1982
Collection of the Maryland State Archives
MSA SC 1982
The ratification of the Constitution in 1788 was celebrated throughout the country. In Baltimore, over 3,000 men
of every trade and profession marched through the city with floats and banners proclaiming their hopes for economic security under the new government. The centerpiece of the parade was the 15-foot ship of state,
Federalist, with her seven sails symbolizing Maryland’s position as the seventh state to ratify.
One month after the ratification parade in Baltimore City, Capt. Joshua Barney set sail in the ship Federalist
bound for Mount Vernon. The voyage down the Chesapeake and up the Potomac River took him only a week and,
on June 9, Barney presented the miniature ship to George Washington as a gift from Baltimore merchants as a
token of their esteem. Washington’s thank you letter expressed his delight with the gift and his hope that Virginia
would join her sister state in ratification.
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The Federalist remained at Mount Vernon only six weeks before Washington noted in his diary that she “broke
from her moorings and sank” in a major hurricane.
In 1988, in honor of the bicentennial of the ratification of the Constitution, a full-sized replica of The Federalist
was designed by Melbourne Smith and built by Allen Rawl with private funding by the Maryland Federalist
Foundation and in cooperation with the Maryland Office for the Bicentennial of the U. S. Constitution and the
Maryland State Archives. The re-created ship served as a traveling educational exhibit during the bicentennial
period.
This is a one-sixth scale model of the Federalist also created for the bicentennial celebrations
RAW CONTENT:
Ship “The Maryland Federalist”– Given as a gift to G. Washington in 1788 by Baltimore Merchants as a symbol
of their esteem for his role in creating the constitution. Maryland ratification committee met in the House of
Delegates in 1788 to vote to ratify the constitution by Maryland as the 7th state to do so. A parade within the
same year the ship was the centerpiece. The 7 sails on the ship represent the fact that Maryland was the 7th
state to ratify. She broke form her mores and sunk 6 months later due to a hurricane. Barney was the Captain of
the Continental Navy who was the commander who sailed the Federalist” to Mount Vernon for Washington.
ARTIFACT CONTENT:
Three articles about the parade in Baltimore exhibits 1788, Boston, Middletown, CT, Philadelphia
LABEL CONTENT:
E. The John Shaw Flag
This unusual American flag is a replica of one of two flags ordered by the Governor and Council of Maryland in 1783
to be hoisted for the President of the Continental Congress which was scheduled to meet in Annapolis on November
26, 1783. One of the flags was probably raised over the President’s residence at the old Governor’s mansion on what
are now the grounds of the U. S. Naval Academy. The second flag flew atop the Sate House from December 13, 1783
when a quorum of Congress finally arrived until at least the 1790s when it appears proudly flying from the dome in a
contemporary watercolor.
The two flags constructed by John Shaw no longer exist. The design of this replica was deduced from receipts for the
materials found 200 years later at the Maryland State Archives.
ARTIFACT CONTENT:
The John Shaw Flag
Presented by the Maryland State Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution, December 13, 1983.
Mrs. Charles Bloedom, State Regent (1982-1985).
Commission on Artistic Property
MdCAP 807
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4A By exit door: Ratifying the Constitution 1788-1812
TIMELINE CONTENT:
The Building
Ball for Washington 12/22/1783
Ball the night before in the Rotunda for George Washington John Shaw did the illuminations. Rotunda was
used for balls and was referred to as the Ballroom.
Photograph of recreation of the famous Washington’s Ball
Dance’s death 2/17/1793
The State
MD ratification convention in House of Delegates 4/28/1788
MD ratification committee meet in House of Delegates 4/28/1788
Annapolis Convention 1786, interstate convention called by Virginia to discuss a uniform regulation of
commerce. It met at Annapolis, Md. With only 5 of the 13 states represented, there could be no full-scale
discussion of the commercial problems the nation faced as a result of the weak central government under
the Articles of Confederation. The main achievement of the convention was the decision to summon a new
meeting for the express purpose of considering changes in the Articles of Confederation to make the union
more powerful. Articles of Confederation or a “firm league of friendship” between and among the 13
states
Annapolis Convention of 1785
Baltimore parade
The Nation
MD 7th state to ratify
War of 1812
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5A Outside Old House of Delegates: Crafting Freedom 1815-1876
I. Restoration of House of Delegates Room
LABEL CONTENT:
The Early 19th Century State House
After the completion of the State House dome in 1794, the configuration and occupancy of the State house changed
little in the five decades that followed. The grounds were landscaped in 1818 and again in the 1830s, and new walls
were put up to prevent livestock from wandering the grounds, but there were few major building or renovation campaigns on the building’s interior. Instead, local artisans built and supplied furniture and provided maintenance, repairs,
and other services as needed. John Shaw refurnished the Senate Chamber in 1797, and the House of Delegates
Chamber was refurnished in 1807 by two former Shaw workmen, William and Washington Tuck.
In the midst of the quiet community of Annapolis, the State House stood out as the city’s most reliable source of
employment. The executive and legislative bodies, as well as John Shaw and Washington Tuck, who succeeded Shaw
as the Superintendent of the State House, regularly employed local artisans to complete work at the capitol.
Collaboration among local artisans to complete contracts for work at the State House was common throughout the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. In 1784, Charles Willson Peale sent his monumental portrait of Washington,
Lafayette, and Tilghman at Yorktown from his studio in Philadelphia to the State House with instructions that it was to
be framed by John Shaw.
The State House was not merely the center of government and employment for locals, it was frequently used for
important events and celebrations. Citizens packed into the Senate Chamber in June of 1823 to hear Charles Willson
Peale lecture on the subject of natural history, and they also gathered annually on the grounds for a ceremonial cannon salute on George Washington’s birthday. Artwork, many in the form of state commissions, was displayed throughout the building to commemorate the history of the state.
By 1850, after more than 75-years of occupancy, the interior of the State House looked much as it had in 1779, and in
many areas, such as the legislative chambers, the furnishings were entering their fifth decade of use.
LABEL CONTENT:
The Recreation of the Old House of Delegates Chamber
As part of a master plan to enhance the historical interpretation of the State House, plans are underway to recreate
the Old House of Delegates Chamber as it appeared in the late nineteenth century.
Several refurbishments are documented to have taken place in the Old House of Delegates Chamber, originally
enlarged in 1858 to accommodate the growing legislature. The most vividly documented redecoration took place in
1876, during America’s Centennial, when the country was looking back to its colonial beginnings and celebrating the
modern achievements of the Industrial Age. The Maryland State House was no exception, undertaking a complete
refurbishment of the legislative chambers, under the direction of architect George Frederick (1842-1924). Two highly
detailed photographs of the Old House Chamber as designed by Frederick provide ample physical evidence to restore
this room to its late 19th century appearance using reproduction furnishings and textiles, and including an accurate
reproduction of the original painted ceiling.
When completed, the restored Old House of Delegates Chamber will feature exhibits interpreting the Maryland
Legislature in the 19th century. The highly decorative Victorian style of the room will present a contrast to the Colonial
austerity of the Old Senate Chamber, further illustrating the changes over time that have occurred in the State House.
ARTIFACT CONTENT:
The House of Delegates Chamber, circa 1876
Maryland State Archives
MSA SC 182-01-0160
ARTIFACT CONTENT:
The House of Delegates Chamber, circa 1893
Maryland State Archives
MSA SC 182-01-0520
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II. Rights of Jews
ARTIFACT CONTENT:
‘The Jew Bill’, 1826
Collection of the Maryland State Archives
GENERAL ASSEMBLY (Laws, original)
MSA S 966-182
The Maryland Constitution of 1776 by provided that “all persons professing the Christian religion are equally entitled
to protection in their religious liberty,” and required a “declaration of belief in Christian religion” in order to be admitted to public office.
Thomas Kennedy, a native of Scotland and a member of the House of Delegates from Hagerstown, sought to correct
this injustice toward Jews. Beginning in 1818, he led the movement to pass “An Act to extend to the sect of people
professing the Jewish religion the same rights and privileges that are enjoyed by Christians.” The bill was defeated
several times and Kennedy himself suffered virulent attacks from the public and lost his seat in the House. Undaunted,
Kennedy regained his seat in the House of Delegates by running as an independent and continued to fight for the passage of the law.
Kennedy’s bill finally passed in 1826. A few months later, two Jews were elected to the Baltimore City Council.

III. 1864 and 1867 Constitution
IV. Civil War and 14th-16th amendments
RAW CONTENT:
General Lee's Army of Northern Virginia invaded Maryland in 1862 and was repulsed by Union forces at Antietam. In
1863, Lee again invaded the North and marched across Maryland on the way to and from Gettysburg. Throughout the
war Maryland was the scene of many minor battles and skirmishes.
TIMELINE CONTENT:
The Building
Redecorated 1875
Restored 2009
The State
1826 Thomas Kennedy - Act Pertaining to Rights. - The bill that he helped to pass extended political rights to
Jews, and was not dropped until the present Maryland Constitution was adopted in 1867. At the time, there
were only about 150 Jews in Maryland. Thomas Kennedy had never even met one, but he was outraged by
the injustice of excluding an entire group of people because of their religious beliefs. For him, religion was
“a question which rests, or ought to rest, between man and his Creator alone.”
1864 Declaration of Rights abolished slavery
1864 and 1867 Constitutions
In 1860 there were 87,000 slaves in Maryland, but industrialists and businessmen had special interests in
adhering to the Union, and despite the urgings of Southern sympathizers, made famous in J. R. Randall's
song, “Maryland, My Maryland,” the state remained in the Union.
1866 The first of its kind owned and operated by blacks, The Chesapeake Marine and Dry-dock Company was
opened in Baltimore. Its owner is Black Labor Union creator, Isaac Myers.
The Nation
1836 The “gag rule” is passed by Congress, which prohibits any antislavery bill or petition from being introduced,
read or discussed.
Civil War and 14th-16th amendments
Dred Scott decision (1857) of the United State Supreme Court denies slaves citizenship and denies Congress the
power to restrict slavery in federal territory.
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Area 5 - Old House of Delegates: Crafting Freedom 1815-1876
I. Choosing Freedom
Mason-Dixon Line as symbolic and literal boundary
ARTIFACT CONTENT:
Augustus W. Bradford (1806-1881)
Governor of Maryland 1862-1866
Oscar Hallwig (1865-1925)
Oil on canvas, 1920
Collection of the Maryland State Archives
MSA SC 1545-1107
When voters elected Bradford, the Union party candidate for governor on November 6, 1861, it signaled that
Maryland would not secede from the Union.
Thomas Holliday Hicks (1798-1865)

Governor of Maryland 1858-1862
James Kimball Harley (1829-1889)
Oil on canvas, 1867
Collection of the Maryland State Archives
MSA SC 1545-1175
As a staunch Unionist, Hicks resisted calls for Maryland secession from the Union, but his
opposition to abolitionists led him to advocate for his state’s neutrality from the conflict.
II. The State Constitutions
ARTIFACT CONTENT:
Article 24 of the Declaration of Rights of the Maryland Constitution of 1864
Collection of the Maryland State Archives
MSA SC 972-2
In November 1864, Maryland ratified a new constitution prohibiting slavery. Article 24 reads:

That hereafter, in this State, there shall be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except in punishment of crime,
whereof the party shall have been duly convicted and all persons held to service or labor as slaves are hereby
declared free.
Three years later in 1867, a Constitutional Convention met in the House of Delegates Chamber of the State House and
drafted a new constitution which revised elements of the 1864 constitution that were obsolete in the period immediately following the Civil War. One of the most controversial elements of the 1864 Constitution was the enforcement of
strict loyalty oaths for voting and holding office that effectively disenfranchised Democrats.
Maryland has had four constitutions. At the time of the Revolutionary War, the first constitution was adopted by the
Ninth Provincial Convention, meeting at Annapolis, in November 1776. Voters adopted the second constitution in June
1851. The third constitution was adopted by the voters in October 1864, followed by the Constitution of 1867, still in
effect today.
ARTIFACT CONTENT:
Constitution of 1867
Collection of the Maryland State Archives
From May 8 to August 17, 1867, a Constitutional Convention met in the House of Delegates Chamber of the State
House and drafted the constitution that is still in effect today. This new constitution was ratified on September 18 of
the same year.
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Maryland has had four constitutions. At the time of the Revolutionary War, the first constitution was adopted by the
Ninth Provincial Convention, meeting at Annapolis, in November 1776. Voters adopted the second constitution in June
1851. During the Civil War, the third constitution was adopted by the voters in October 1864. The constitution adopted
by voters in 1867 is the fourth and last constitution under which Maryland government now functions.

III. Burning of Peggy Stewart and The Planting of the Colony of Maryland
IV. Dred Scott speeches/Judge Taney
ARTIFACT CONTENT:
Audio of speeches they had the auditories
Scrim Create a design that would give a feeling of the crowding there would have been in the room– Scrim of Delegates
Camber filled with desks and people. “Theater of Government” Design it so there is space for flexibility a few desks
but not as crowded as if all desks
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6A At juncture between old and new sections: Crafting Legislation 1880-1900
I. Building the addition
LABEL CONTENT:
The 20th Century State House
By the beginning of the 1900s, occupancy of the State House had once again exceeded the available space and the
General Assembly commissioned Baltimore architects James Baldwin and Josias Pennington to design and construct
a new addition to the State House. This addition, known as the “new annex,” would replace the two previous annexes
from 1858 and 1886, and provide new spaces for the General Assembly, committees, and the Executive. The focal
point of the new annex was to be the new, and greatly enlarged, chambers for the legislature. At the same time,
Baldwin and Pennington also designed a new building for the Court of Appeals built across the street from the State
House on what is now Lawyers Mall.
Construction of the new annex lasted from 1902 until 1905. The General Assembly convened in the new chambers at
the start of the 1906 Session. Baldwin and Pennington’s annex was a triumph of colonial revival architecture, combining the Georgian symmetry of the old section with the grandeur of twentieth century design, and removing all vestiges
of the 1876-1877 Victorian renovations. Large polished slabs of marble adorned walls in offices, hallways, legislative
chambers, and even bathrooms, and black limestone and white marble floor tiles were installed to match the tiles in
the old section. Tiffany & Co. supplied five large stained glass skylights, including two for the legislative chambers,
enhancing the electric light installed throughout the building.
Concurrent with the construction of the annex, Baldwin and Pennington superintended a series of renovations in the
original portion of the State House to stabilize and fireproof the structure and change the interior décor. The old section was restored to its colonial appearance, and all of the Victorian fixtures and furnishings were removed. The Old
Senate Chamber was restored to a period room that evoked its appearance.
ARTIFACTS CONTENT:
Old House Chamber
Maryland State Archives
MdHR G 1556-116
The old House Chamber, ca. 1902, before the move to the new addition. Note the electric light bulbs and the
paintings on the walls. The Charles Willson Peale portrait of Washington, Lafayette, and Tilghman, barely visible on
the right wall and now hanging in the old Senate Chambers, replaced a portrait of William Pitt (presently in the old
Senate Committee Room), in 1784, when the artist personally supervised its installation. The Planting of the Colony of
Maryland on the back wall by Frank B. Mayer was commissioned for this room and hung there ca. 1894.
State House Addition
Maryland State Archives
MdHR G 1556-117
A view of the State House looking north from a Main Street window or rooftop and showing the 1886 addition
that was demolished to make way for the 1902-1905 addition still in use today.
State House Annex
Maryland State Archives
MdHR G 1556-118
Exterior view of the 1902-1905 annex designed by the Baltimore architectural firm of Baldwin and Pennington.
State House exterior showing ‘the second annex’, after 1886 and before 1902
George Forbes Collection, Maryland State Archives
MSA SC 182-01-0721
Although George Frederick’s renovations addressed structural concerns of the State House, the problem of
cramped conditions for the building’s occupants remained unresolved. The construction of the second annex, a rectangular building connected to the octagonal annex from 1858, was intended to resolve those problems. The 1886 annex
provided new offices and committee rooms for the House of Delegates and improved quarters for the State Library.
Unfortunately, the design and functionality of the annex never met expectations, and it was widely considered to have
been “badly built.”
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State House rotunda, c. 1882-1903
George Forbes Collection, Maryland State Archives
MSA SC 182-01-0161
This is the earliest known view of the State House rotunda, and it shows the layout of the first floor after the
interior renovations completed in 1881-1882. Renovations in the rotunda included the installation of black and white
marble tiles and new columns and pilasters, all of which are still in use today. Outside the rotunda, the original portico
was dismantled and replaced with the current portico.
To the left of the rotunda is one of two doors into the House of Delegates Chamber, while the Senate Post Office and
Committee Room [today known as the Stairwell Room and Old Senate Committee Room] are to the right. The State
Library occupied the 1858 annex until it was torn down in 1902 for the new annex. Spittoons are placed on the black
and white marble tiles and at the foot of the stairs—the signs caution against spitting on the floors!
“The State House as it now Appears”
The Baltimore News
December 26, 1905
Maryland State Archives
MSA SC 2890
This article, among the first to celebrate the completion of the Annex and its reopening, provides an extraordinarily detailed description of the interior of the State House. These are among the earliest known images of the interior
of the Annex; no photographs of the 1902-1905 construction have been located to date.
TIMELINE CONTENT:
The Building
1856 and 1886 annexes; 1902 addition
The State
Population growth
Labor troubles hit Maryland with the Panic of 1873, and four years later railroad wage disputes resulted in
large-scale rioting in Cumberland and Baltimore
The Nation
Immigration
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Area 7 - New House of Delegates: Crafting Legislation 1900-mid-20th century
I. Increased representation
RAW CONTENT:
1st MD African American and 1st female representative
1958 Irma Dixon and Verda Welcome Freeman become the first African-American women to be elected to the
Maryland House of delegates
1962 Verda Freeman Welcome becomes the first African-American woman to be elected to the state Senate.
TIMELINE CONTENT:
The Building
Maryland’s legislative branch is made up of a general assembly of 141 delegates and 47 senators. Each house
has its own chamber, but both must pass a bill for it to go to the governor for signature. Delegates serve the people in
their home district and will introduce bills based upon citizen opinion and ideas.
RAW CONTENT:
Maryland is governed under a constitution adopted in 1867. The general assembly consists of 47 senators and 141
delegates, all elected for four-year terms. The governor, also elected for a four-year term, may succeed him- or herself
once. The state elects two U.S. senators and eight representatives. It has 10 electoral votes.
TIMELINE CONTENT:
Image 1: photo of House of Delegates from 1902-1950[caption depends upon photo]
Image 2: Maryland Flag
While the flag design has remained basically the same since the founding of the State as a British colony, it
was not formally adopted until 1904. The flag is to be flown from the State House at Annapolis while the
General Assembly is in session and on other public occasions determined by the Governor.
Fun Fact: Legislators are not liable for words spoken in debate.
The State
In the early 1900s, different groups sought legal protection or civil rights by petitioning the General Assembly.
Women fought for suffrage - the right to vote - on both the state and national level. Maryland women did not gain the
right to vote until the U.S. Constitution was amended in 1919. An act in 1912, however, did make it illegal for women
to work more than ten hours in a day. The same year child labor and schooling was regulated.
RAW CONTENT:
During the 20th cent., Maryland became a leader in labor and other reform legislation. The administrations of governors Austin L. Crowthers (1908–12) and Albert C. Ritchie (1920–35) were noted for reform. Ritchie, a Democrat,
became nationally known for his efforts to improve the efficiency and economy of state government. Since World War
II, public-works legislation, particularly that concerning roads and other traffic arteries, has brought major changes.
The opening of the Chesapeake Bay Bridge in 1952 spurred significant industrial expansion on the Eastern Shore; a
parallel bridge was opened in 1973. The Patapsco River tunnel under Baltimore harbor was completed in 1957, and
the Francis Scott Key Bridge (1977), crosses the Patapsco. Other construction projects have included the BaltimoreWashington International Thurgood Marshall Airport, formerly called Friendship International Airport (1950), south of
Baltimore, and the Baltimore-Washington Parkway (1954). The state gained a different kind of attention in 1968 when
its governor, Spiro T. Agnew was elected vice president.
TIMELINE CONTENT:
Image 1: portrait of Edith H. Hooker
Edith Hooker (1879-1948) founded the Just Government League in 1909 to encourage legislators to vote for
women’s suffrage. While the General Assembly defeated such a measure in 1910, the League grew to
17,000 members by 1915.
Image 2: child in school ~1910
In 1902, children ages 8 to 12 were required to attend school
Image 3: child laboring ~ 1910
The Nation
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7B New House of Delegates: Crafting Legislation 1900-mid-20th century
I. Room decoration
ARTIFACT CONTENT:
A. Portraits
Benjamin Cardin Peter Egeli (b. 1934)
Commission on Artistic Property
MdCAP 817
John Hanson Briscoe
Commission on Artistic Property
MdCAP 904
Thomas Hunter Lowe by Bjorn Egeli (1900-1986)
Commission on Artistic Property
MdCAP 1045
Marvin Mandel by Wilson Binebrink (b. 1916)
Commission on Artistic Property
MdCAP 1051
A. Gordon Boone Peter Egeli (b. 1934)
Commission on Artistic Property
MdCAP 1151
Emanuel Gorfine by Wilson Binebrink (b. 1916)
Commission on Artistic Property
MdCAP 904
John Christopher Luber Peter Egeli (b. 1934)
Commission on Artistic Property
MdCAP 1186
David Gregg McIntosh, Jr. (1877-1940) by Stanislaw Rembski (b. 1896)
Presented by the McIntosh family, 1945.
Commission on Artistic Property
MdCAP 1048
C. Ferdinard Sybert (b. 1900) by Mary McClaren
Commission on Artistic property
MdCAP 1002
Perry O. Wilkinson (b. 1905) by Stanislaw Rembski
Commission on Artistic Property
MdCAP 1046
B. Tiffany skylights
C.

Marble color

II. Function of House of Delegates
RAW CONTENT:
Legislation Today – How does it Work? What are they discussing/ deciding?
The purpose of the General Assembly is to pass laws necessary for the welfare of the State. The legislature may
establish executive departments as needed for the efficient operation of State government and may create special
taxing districts or areas within the State to administer a special function or functions. In accordance with the
Constitutions of Maryland and of the United States, the General Assembly may levy taxes.
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It may propose State Constitutional amendments, which must be passed by three-fifths of the total membership of
each house and submitted to the voters for ratification at the next general election after passage. Legislative authority
is limited only by the State Constitution, the U.S. Constitution, and judicial decisions. Each house elects its own officers, judges the qualifications and election of its own members, establishes rules for the conduct of its business, and
may punish or expel its own members. Legislators, however, are not liable in civil or criminal actions for words spoken
in debate (Const., Art. III, secs. 18, 19). The Senate and the House of Delegates each appoint staff such as desk officers. The Secretary of the Senate and the Chief Clerk of the House are the highest ranking staff members in their
respective chambers.
Democrats traditionally dominate state government; William D. Schaefer was elected governor in 1986 and 1990,
Parris Glendening in 1994 and 1998. In 2002, however, a Republican, Robert Ehrlich, Jr., was elected to the office.
Ehrlich was defeated (2006) for reelection by Democrat Martin O'Malley.
ARTIFACT CONTENT:
Electronic Voting Boards
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8A Outside New Senate: Crafting the Future Mid-20th Century to present
I. History of the Senate Chamber
ARTIFACT CONTENT:
Senate Chamber
Eugene W. Otto
c. 1907
Maryland State Archives
MSA SC 182-01-870
These photographs show the two chambers shortly after the completion of the 1902-1905 annex. The General
Assembly has convened in these Chambers for every legislative session since 1905 when it met in the new spaces
even through the rooms were unfinished. The portrait of Governor Edwin Warfield and the statues of John Hanson and
Charles Carroll of Carrollton in the Senate Chamber, all commissioned for the new annex, are the only works of art visible in either chamber.

II. Executive Branch
LABEL CONTENT:
Who Works in this Building?
Although an important historic building, the Maryland State House also functions as a modern working building. It is
home to the Executive and Legislative branches of the state government, and the General Assembly convenes annually for 90 days between January and April for the legislative session.
Governor Martin O’Malley and Lt. Governor Anthony G. Brown and their staffs work on the second floor. The first floor
is home to the legislative chambers, and the offices of Senate President Thomas V. Mike Miller, Jr., and Speaker of
the House of Delegates Michael E. Busch. Executive and legislative staff and members of the press have offices on
the ground floor.
ARTIFACT CONTENT:
Stereographic View of the Governor’s Reception Room
Photographer unknown
c. 1876-1882
Maryland State Archives
MSA SC 1951-02-18
Directly above the Old Senate Chamber, the space known as the Governor’s Reception Room has served as the
ceremonial office of the Executive Department since the State House opened in 1779. Known as the Council Chamber
until 1838 and then the Executive Chamber for the remainder of the century when the governor and the secretary of
state shared the space, it has been called Governor’s Reception Room since 1905. This image shows the room as it
appeared shortly after the Victorian renovations of 1876-1877.
Governor Theodore McKeldin and students in the Governor’s Reception Room
Photographer unknown
Maryland’s Historic State House (Maryland Department of Information, 1953)
Governor Martin O’Malley and students from Our Lady of Lourdes School in the Governor’s Reception
Room
Governor’s Press Office
2007
Maryland State Archives
MSA T 3908
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Governor’s Office
Governor’s Press Office
2008
Maryland State Archives
MSA T 3908
Office of Governor Martin O’Malley, 2008
Governor Martin O’Malley’s office in the State House features works of art and furnishings from the state owned
art collection as well as paintings on loan from the Maryland Historical Society.
The desk used by the governor is the Wye Oak Legacy Desk made in 2004 from wood of the 450 year old Wye
Oak, which fell in June, 2002. Designed and constructed by cabinetmakers Jim McMartin and Jim Beggins of Saint
Michaels, Maryland, the desk is constructed using traditional woodworking techniques including hand-cut dovetails
and mortise-and-tenon joints.

III. Ratification of 14th and 15th amendments
RAW CONTENT:
Maryland 1959 ratified 14th Amendment
Ratified 15th gave the to Blacks right to vote 1970
2007 apology for slavery
TIMELINE CONTENT:
The Building
Construction of new Senate chamber
The State
1959 and 1973 passing of 14th and 15th amendments
The Nation
Thurgood Marshall
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Area 8 - New Senate Chamber: Crafting the Future Mid-20th Century to present
I. Room decoration
ARTIFACT CONTENT:
Charles Carroll of Carrollton (1737-1832), by Thomas Sully (1783-1872), 1834
Commission of artistic Property
MdCAP 1114
Samuel Chase (1741-1811), by John Beale Bordley (1800-1882),
head after John WWesley Jarvis (1780-1848), 1836
Commission on Artistic Property
MdCAP 115
William Paca (1740-1799), by John Beale Bordley (1800-1882),
head after Charles Willson Peale (1741-1827), 1836
Commission on Artistic Property
MdCAP 1117
Thomas Stone (1743-1787), by John Beale Bordley (1800-1882),
head after Robrt Edge Pine (1730?-1788)
Commission on Artistic Property
MdCAP 1116
Charles Carroll of Carrollton (1737-1832), by Roger Brooks ( )
Commissin on Artistic Property
MdCAP 758
John Hanson (1721-1783), by Roger Brooks ( )
Commission on Artistic Property
MdCAP 757
John Walter Smith (1845-1925),by Thomas Cromwell Corner (1865-1938), 1904
Commission on Artistic Property
MdCAP 1123
Edwin Warfield (1865-1938), by Thomas Cromwell Corner (1865-1938), 1907
Commission on Artistic Property
MdCAP 1124
RAW CONTENT:
Four Paintings of Signers of Declaration of Independence: Carroll, William Paca, Thomas Stone, William
Chase
Charles Carroll of Carrollton a Delegate and a Senator from Maryland; born in Annapolis, Md.1737 Delegate to the
Continental Congress 1776-1778; again elected to the Continental Congress in 1780, but declined to serve; was a
signer of the Declaration of Independence; member, State senate 1777-1800; elected to the United States Senate in
1789; reelected in 1791 and served from March 4, 1789, to November 30, 1792, involved in establishing the Baltimore
& Ohio Railroad Company in 1828.
ARTIFACT CONTENT:
Samuel Chase (1741-1811)
John Beale Bordley (1800-1882)
Oil on canvas, 1836
Collection of the Maryland State Archives
MSA SC 1545-1115
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In January 1833, the Maryland Legislature formed a joint committee to “devise some suitable tribute of respect to the
memory of the venerated Charles Carroll,” the distinguished former Senator and oldest living Signer of the Declaration
of Independence, who died at his home in Baltimore two months earlier at the age of ninety-five.
The Committee engaged the services of artist Thomas Sully to paint a full-length portrait of Carroll to be hung in the
Maryland State House. The resulting portrait, considered by scholars to be one of the finest state portraits in
American art, has been displayed in the Maryland State House since its delivery in 1834. In 1834, Maryland artist
John Beale Bordley received a commission to paint full-length portraits of the other three Signers to be displayed in
the State House alongside Sully’s portrait of Charles Carroll. All four portraits now hang in the Senate Chamber.

8B Center of Hall: Crafting the Future Mid-20th Century to present
LABEL CONTENT:
The USS Maryland Silver Service
In May 1906, the citizens and school children of Maryland donated $5,000 to purchase a 48 piece silver service for the
new armored cruiser USS Maryland. Made by Samuel Kirk and Sons of Baltimore, the set depicts 167 scenes from the
history of Maryland’s 23 counties and Baltimore City.
Not only do its pieces portray the houses, churches, and events of Maryland history, but their decorative borders symbolize the economy and culture of the state. Horns of plenty speak of hospitable, fruitful Maryland—“The land of
pleasant living.” Festooned tobacco leaves and oyster shell borders refer to two industries that not only strengthen
Maryland’s economy but also symbolize the importance of both land and water in the life of our state. Rope borders
on each piece show the nautical purpose of the USS Maryland is carved into the design, and the names of 12 noteworthy Maryland naval officers appear on the 12 punch cups.
In 1960, the service was presented as a permanent gift to the State of Maryland from the United States Navy.
Currently, two candlesticks from the service are aboard the nuclear submarine USS Maryland (SSBN-738).
ARTIFACT CONTENT:
Baltimore County and Baltimore City punch bowl, plateau, ladle and cups
Samuel Kirk and Sons, Inc.
Sterling silver, 1906
Collection of the Maryland State Archives
MSA SC 1545-0929-1/15
This punch bowl from the USS Maryland silver service is decorated with geographic and architectural scenes,
innovations in arts and industry, and historic events associated with Baltimore and Baltimore County. The cups feature
the names of twelve naval heroes from Maryland and their life dates.
Border: First electric street car; Great Seal of Maryland; first telegraph set; Peter Cooper locomotive; first elevated railway; cruiser Maryland; sketch symbolizing the birth of the Star Spangled Banner; first gas street lamp
Bowl: Bombardment of Fort McHenry; laying out of Baltimore Town; Baltimore in 1752; Washington Monument
Plateau: Baltimore clipper Flying Cloud; Congress Hall, four diamondback terrapins.

8C Exit: Crafting the Future Mid-20th Century to present
ARTIFACT CONTENT:
Bronze Entry Doors to the 1902-1905 Annex
George Forbes
c. 1906
Maryland State Archives
MSA SC 182-01-0874
These doors were made by John Williams Inc., of New York City and installed in October 1906. The doors bear
the reverse and obverse of the Maryland seal in high relief, and each weighs 2,100 pounds.
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The Exterior
Around Circle: Crafting the Maryland State House
LABEL CONTENT:
Banners
• Why did George resign here in 1783?
• Who was the first black woman State Senator?
• What is the Mason-Dixon Line?
• Where is the Maryland Governor’s office?
• When was this city the Nation’s First Capitol?
Label about architecture
• A number of Graphic Maps of other Historic Sites around Annapolis talk about “Annapolis complex”
• Graphic showing the appointment of the Statehouse on the hill with its surround. Talk about its role and location
and take them into building and discuss its revolution.
• Dome - Wendy Belliam the State House as an eye watching out over constituent/people Dome based on Karlsruhe,
Germany Multicultural piece
• Architectural Details i.e. The Acorn: To provide stability to the “Franklin” lightning rod, which goes through its center. Acorns were common decorative elements in the late 18th century. In the language of the day, “sound as an
acorn” meant to be without a flaw, free from imperfection, clearly something the architect of the dome, Joseph Clark,
and the General Assembly, intended his creation to be.
• Weather Vane – Fish
• Wood used in dome construction: Timber from Maryland's Eastern Shore, supplied by Dashiell family of cypress
Swamp, Somerset County.
• Architect of the dome: Joseph Clark
• Discuss the fact that it is a National Historic Landmark -Third state house
• This was the first peacetime capitol from /26/1783 – 08/13/1784
Label about Memorials
Memorials at the Maryland State House
The tradition of placing memorials on the grounds of the State House began in the early years of the 19th century
with the commissioning of the statue of Baron de Kalb in 1817, although it was not completed until 1886. Throughout
the late 19th and 20th centuries memorials continued to be added to the exterior and interior of the State House commemorating the contributions of Marylanders to our nation’s history as well as events and anniversaries associated
with the building itself.
Public memorials sometimes inspire public debate, as is the case of the statue of Chief Justice Roger Brooke Taney,
infamous for his decision in the Dred Scott case – that blacks were not citizens of the United States and had none of
the rights and privileges of citizenship. While some have questioned the presence of a statue to Taney in such a
prominent location, its presence provides an opportunity to teach an unfortunate but important part of our history as a
nation.

Outside window of OSC : Crafting a new nation
ARTIFACT CONTENT:
Bronze statues of horse and slave awaiting GW – need label?
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Taney Statue: Crafting Freedom
RAW CONTENT:
Judge Taney’s Dred Scott Decision – this is History! The good, the bad and the ugly – Start a dialog on decision-making and begin to understand what historical contexts they are made in.
ARTIFACT CONTENT:
Roger Brooke Taney (1777-1864)
William Henry Rinehart (1825-1874)
Bronze, 1872
Collection of the Maryland State Archives
MSA SC 1545-0760
A native of Calvert County, Roger Brooke Taney served in both the Maryland House of Delegates and the Senate. He
also served the national government as acting U.S. secretary of war, U.S. attorney general, secretary of the Treasury,
and chief justice of the U.S. Supreme Court. This statue was unveiled on December 11, 1872.
Judge Taney is most remembered for the infamous decision of 1857 in the case of Dred Scott v. Sandford. In delivering the majority opinion, Taney stated that ‘any person descended from black Africans, whether slave or free, is not a
citizen of the United States, according to the Declaration of Independence.’ Taney’s controversial decision polarized
the debate over slavery in the United States and is considered to be one of the critical events leading to the outbreak
of the Civil War.
The Maryland Legislature commissioned this statue of Taney for the State House partly in response to the Congress’s
initial refusal to display a bust of Taney in the rotunda of the U.S. Capitol.

MLK Tree: Crafting Freedom
RAW CONTENT:
Martin Luther King plaque dedication of a tree in 1984 memorial rededicated in 2006 Plaque maybe on the map.
ARTIFACT CONTENT:
Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Oak Tree Plaque
Designed by Sharron Fletcher, Signcraft
Bronze, 2007
Collection of the Maryland State Archives
MSA SC 1545-3331
On June 2, 1958, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. delivered a commencement address at Morgan State College that
had gone unnoticed by scholars for nearly 50 years. His words from that day, later immortalized as part of the “I Have
a Dream” speech, were recovered from the pages of the Afro American newspaper and used for a new plaque at the
memorial oak tree on the Maryland State House grounds that was dedicated in 2007.
The tree honoring Dr. King was originally planted on the State House grounds in 1984.

Marshall Memorial: Crafting Freedom
RAW CONTENT:
Thurgood Marshall Memorial directly on the other side of the state house balance to Taney – location of demonstrations find photos of demonstration
Thurgood Marshall (1908-1993), born in Baltimore, became the first African-American Justice of the United States
Supreme Court. In 1965 President Lyndon Johnson appointed him United States Solicitor General. Two years later he
was appointed to the Supreme Court. The Baltimore Washington International; Airport was renamed “Thurgood
Marshall Baltimore Washington International Airport” by Governor Robert Ehrlich in 2005.
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ARTIFACT CONTENT:
Thurgood Marshall Memorial
Antonio Tobias Mendez
Bronze, granite, limestone, 1996
Collection of the Maryland State Archives
MSA SC 1545-2944
A native of Baltimore, Thurgood Marshall (1908-1993) graduated from Frederick Douglass High School in that city, and
Lincoln University in Pennsylvania. He earned his law degree from Howard University in Washington, D.C. and returned
to Baltimore where he began his long association with the NAACP. In 1967, Marshall became the first African American
to be appointed to the U.S. Supreme Court.
Unveiled in 1996, the memorial is erected on the site of the old Court of Appeals Building where Marshall argued some
of his early civil rights cases. Additional figures in the memorial depict Donald Gaines Murray, the plaintiff in Marshall’s
successful argument to admit African Americans into the University of Maryland School of Law, and two children representing students in the Brown v. Board of Education case, also successfully argued by Thurgood Marshall.
The location of the memorial on Lawyer’s Mall, a public gathering area, often places Marshall’s statue at the center of
public debate and political rallies.
LABEL CONTENT:
Network to Freedom Memorial: Crafting Freedom
In 2006, the National Park Service designated the Maryland State House as a site on the National Underground Railroad
Network to Freedom. This designation was based on laws relating to slavery that were debated in the General
Assembly; the conventions held in the State House relating to the issue of slavery; the cases heard by the Court of
Appeals which met in the State House; and the Constitutional Convention of 1864 that resulted in the abolishment of
slavery in Maryland.
RAW CONTENT:
Old Treasury Building: Crafting Maryland
• The Old Treasury Building on State Circle was built in 1735-36 as a treasury for the Commissioners for Emitting Bills
of Credit.
• 17th Century Stories that connect to St. Mary’s City as first capitol
• Move of the Capital to separate the capital from Catholicism
• Annapolis was more Protestant
• Start Religious Freedom and immigration/multi-culturalism
• On the Bay and More central location on trade routes
• Population growth/economic prosperity
• First tombs – recent lead coffin
• What is the Treasury?
• Old Iron Chest for money
• Self Guided tour
• Focus group: Address Early Maryland
• Native People:
• Algonquian-speaking Native American Tribes:
• Nanticoke, Wicomico, Choptank, Susquehannock
• 1631 William Claiborne came to Kent Island and built a trading post
• traded with Indians for furs first non-Indian settlement.
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Old Treasury Building: Crafting Maryland (continued)
• George Calvert, Lord Baltimore a Catholic came to Maryland for religious freedom.
• Charles I gave this land to George Calvert in 1632.
• In 1632, Charles I granted a charter to George Calvert, 1st Baron Baltimore, yielding him feudal rights to the region
between lat. 40°N and the Potomac River. Disagreement over the boundaries of the grant led to a long series of border disputes with Virginia that were not resolved until 1930.
• Before the great seal was affixed to the charter, George Calvert died, but his son Cecilius Calvert, 2d Baron
Baltimore, was given land and undertook development of the colony as a haven for his persecuted fellow Catholics
and also as a source of income and it was named Maryland after King Charles's wife Queen Henrietta Maria.
• 1634 two ships landed from England, the Ark and the Dove, (both Catholic and Protestant) While Indians watched
these settlers stepped ashore on Blakstone Island. The Yoacomo did not attack but helped these settlers giving them
fish and meat. Settler gave them farm tools and cloth in exchange for the village. The Indians left the area because
they believed they were going to be attacked by another tribe, sparing Maryland the conflicts other colonies experienced.
• These settlers built more houses, a fort and called the city St. Mary's MD first town now referred to as St Mary's
City.
• 1634 Matthias De Sousa (Matt Das Sousa) arrives to Maryland aboard a ship named the Ark as an indentured servant. As an indentured servant, De Sousa must face seven years of servitude to pay off his debts, then he will be
granted his freedom. Mr. De Sousa is the first African-American to sit in a legislative assembly. In 1642 he votes in
the Maryland Colonial General Assembly.
• A toleration act (1649) was passed in an attempt to save the Catholic settlers from persecution, but it was repealed
(1654) after the Puritans seized control. A brief civil war ensued (1655), from which the Puritans emerged triumphant.
Anti-Catholic activity persisted until the 19th cent., when in an unusual reversal of the prevailing pattern many
Catholic immigrants came to Baltimore.
• 1664 The lower House of Maryland asks the upper House to draft an act declaring that the baptism of slaves did
not lead to their freedom.
• 1664 Maryland passes a law that a white woman who marries an African slave should serve the master of such a
slave for life.
• 1676 first state house in St Mary's City
• 1681Under Maryland state law, children born to white mothers and African-American fathers as well as children
born to free African-American women are considered free.
• 1692 A law is passed in Maryland that forces white men to serve 7 years of servitude if they marry or have children
by African-American women. African-American men who have sexual relations with white women are also penalized.
• In 1694, when the capital was moved from St. Mary's to Annapolis, those were the only towns in the province, but
the next century saw the emergence of commercially oriented Baltimore, which by 1800 had a population of more than
30,000 and a flourishing coastal trade.
• Tobacco became the basis of the economy by 1730, these plantations were worked by many slaves.
• In 1767 the demarcation of the Mason-Dixon Line ended a long-standing boundary dispute with Pennsylvania.
• 1731 November 9th, astronomer and mathematician Benjamin Banneker is born to free parents in Ellicott,
Maryland.
• 1754 Although he has never seen one, Benjamin Banneker constructs a clock that strikes on the hour, the first clock
made completely in America.
• 1791 The first edition of Banneker's almanac was published by Benjamin Banneker
• 1767 Kunta Kinte (of Roots fame) arrives in Annapolis as part of a cargo of slaves.
• 1793 Congress passes the first fugitive slave law.
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• 1798 In the Baltimore Intelligencer, the first advertisement by Joshua Johnston appears. He is the first AfricanAmerican portrait painter to receive widespread recognition.
TIMELINE CONTENT:
The Building
Treasury Building built 1735-1756
Its purpose
The State
First capitol St. Mary’s City 1634-1695
Native American trade
Slavery and tobacco
The Nation
4th European settlement in North America

Ground Floor
Visitor Orientation and School Group Staging area
RAW CONTENT:
Suggestions for use:
• New wayfinding
• Change operational and official government affect to more welcoming and inviting
space through graphics and murals.
• Move women’s room sign
ARTIFACT CONTENT:
Floor graphic: Welcome to the MSH
Welcome to the MARYLAND STATE HOUSE
For more than 300 years, the men and women who shaped our state and our nation have made history here.
Follow their footsteps and feel their spirit. From colonial times to the present, their debates and decisions
affect our lives today. Your participation in our government is important, too.
Be a part of the making of Maryland!
Stair graphic: Crafting a New Nation
George did not sleep here,
but he did resign here.
Come up and see where and why!
RAW CONTENT:
Governor’s Elevator: Crafting the Future
Direct visitors to and interpret Governor’s elevator, beautiful but odd location and size
Note that executive and legislative branch of state government share same building
Wayfinding to Handicap Elevator
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Fun Facts

These tidbits of information might find a place on timelines as “Fun Facts” – a simple sentence or
two of trivia. There also are many such tidbits in the label copy from old State House installation.
• Motto: Fatti Maschii, Parole Femine [Strong Deeds, Gentle Words]
• The Old Line State: This nickname is, according to some, a reference to the Maryland soldiers who fought
courageously in the Revolutionary War, the Maryland Line. It is said that General George Washington referred to
these soldiers as “The Old Line.” Maryland was the only state that had regular troops “of the line” and these soldiers were ranked among the finest and best disciplined in the army.
• “The Monumental City” was bestowed upon Baltimore by President John Quincy Adams, probably in reference to the monuments he saw on his visit to the city in 1827. The “Battle Monument” honoring Baltimore’s
defensive victory in the War of 1812 was standing on the site of the old court house. Construction was under
way on the first major memorial to George Washington. President Adams was also taken to North Point to view
the Aquila Randall Monument erected to honor a member of the First Mechanical Volunteers of the Fifth
Regiment who was killed on September 12, 1814.
At a dinner engagement, Adams thanked the citizens of Baltimore for the kind reception he had been given during his visit and proposed a toast, “Baltimore, the Monumental City—may the days of her safety be as prosperous and happy as the days of her danger have been trying and triumphant!”
• Francis Scott Key (1780-1843), born in Frederick, wrote the “Star-Spangled Banner”, our National Anthem,
during the bombardment of Baltimore in 1814. He also penned the phrase “In God We Trust” which is used on
the United States currency.
• Johns Hopkins (1795-1873) born in Anne Arundel County was a philanthropist and financier. Before his death
he bequeathed $7 million to found a free hospital, now Johns Hopkins Hospital, and Johns Hopkins University,
both located in Baltimore.
• Frederick Douglass (1818-1895), a famous abolitionist (against slavery) and author, was born on the Eastern
Shore of Maryland. At age eight he was sent to Baltimore where he learned to read and write. He spoke out
against slavery in the United States and Europe. After the Civil War he fought for the rights of African-Americans
and women.
• Harriet Tubman (1819?-1913) was born into slavery in Dorchester County. When she was thirty she escaped
to freedom to Philadelphia where she learned about the Underground Railroad. After receiving her freedom she
helped over 300 slaves escape through the Underground Railroad. During the Civil War she worked as a spy, soldier and nurse. In 1995 the United States Postal Service issued a stamp in her honor.
• John Wilkes Booth (1838-65) was born near Bel Air. He began his acting career in Baltimore. Mr. Booth
assassinated President Lincoln at Ford’s Theater in Washington in 1865.
• Billie Holiday (1915-59) born in Baltimore made her name as a jazz singer in New York City. Her statue is
located at the corner of Lafayette and Pennsylvania Avenues.
• Jim Henson (1936-1990) grew up outside Washington and attended the University of Maryland. He is best
known for the children’s show “Sesame Street.” In 2003 the University of Maryland unveiled a statue of Kermit
the Frog and Mr. Henson on a marble bench.
• John Hanson 9th president of the Continental Congress under the Articles of Confederation, November 5,
1781 - November 3, 1782, Maryland. He was the first President of the Continental Congress to serve a full term
after the full ratification of the Articles of Confederation — and like so many of the Southern and New England
Founders, he was strongly opposed to the Constitution when it was first discussed. He has been mistakenly
called the first President of the United States
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PHYSICAL ELEMENTS SCHEDULE

Space

1.A-D Top of stairs

Theme

Welcome to the MD State House

1.E Intro to building

Chronology
Function

introduction to visit and Maryland
early history of MD

Artifacts

Installations
A welcome MD SH panel w /handout
map
B intro timeline: crafting the bldg, the
state and the nation (intro to interpret)

timeline (see below for content)

C timeline (see below for content)
D -looking up at 2nd floor landing: flat
screen painting interactive

Timeline Suggested Content
The Building

The State
The Nation

2nd capitol of MD - built 1772-9

old (1772-9) vs. new (1902)
fossils in floor

1st capitol St Mary's 1634-1695

oldest state house in cont. use

first peacetime capitol of US

1960 Natl Historic Landmark
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Space 1 Archives Room

2.A Outside Sen Comm Room

2 Stairwell Room

Theme Orientation to OSH

Crafting the MSH

Crafting the MSH

1750-1800

1750-1800

building of 1772 State House

craftsmen; workers; dome

Chronology
Function SH visitor center

Artifacts
Shaw letter chest and desk
2 Peale's sketches of SH
dome model - in corner

Installations
orientation video - running
loop; no seating
desk for (2) interpreter

timeline (see content below)

cell phone tour explanatory
label +/or handout

Timeline
Suggested Content
The Building

The State
The Nation

Shaw as supervisor 1780-1819
dome construction 1785-1792

Mason-Dixon Line

1776 signing of Dec. - Carroll as only
Catholic signer

statue: John Shaw kneeling fixing
steps
statue: C.W. Peale descending
stairs from Dome - sketches in
hand
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Space 3 Old Senate Committee Room

3 Old Senate Chamber

Theme Crafting a new nation

Crafting a new nation

Chronology 1776-1784
Function statesmen of new nation - portrait gallery
preparing for GW resignation
Ratification of Treaty of Paris 1/14/84

1776-1784
Washington's Resignation 12/23/83
peacetime capitol
"commoners"

Artifacts
[window light blocked]
Peale paintings
GW speech
Tilghman sword & Yorktown painting
Treary of Paris (ToP) map
Gov. Paca ToP broadside

1797 Shaw furnishings
McHenry letter -facsimile

environmentally controlled vitrine for GW speech

GW bronze statue reading speech

Installations

McHenry bronze statue at secretary desk
Ridout bronze statue in balcony

Timeline
Suggested Content
The Building

The State
The Nation

[thru window] bronze statue of horse and slave
3 removable label panels
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Space 3.A outside OSC

4 Rotunda

4a by door

Theme Crafting a new nation

Ratifying the Constitution

Ratifying the Constitution
Ratifying th

1788-1812

1788-1812

Function restoration of OSC

ratification of Constitution

ratification of Constitution
ratification of
construction ofconstruction
dome

Artifacts

Federalist
Shaw flag

Chronology 1776-1784

Installations timeline (see content below)

Timeline
Suggested Content
The Building Shaw furnishing

4a by door

1788-1812

timeline (see content
timelinebelow)
(see

rm restored 1906, 1948, 2007

Ball 12/22/1783
Ball 12/22/17
Dance's deathDance's
2/1793 deat

[MDSA to add]

MD commission
Shaw
flag
MD
commiss

The State
The Nation GW speech
Treaty of Paris

4/281788 MD
4/281788 MD ratification
commite
Annapolis
Co
Annapolis Convention
1785
Baltimore pa
Baltimore parade/flag
7th state to r
7th state to ratify
War of 1812 War of 1812
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Space 5.A Outside Old House of Del.(HoD)

5 Old H of D

Theme Crafting Freedom

Crafting Freedom

Chronology 1815-1876
Function expansion of rights

1815-1876
expansion of rights

decoration and restoration of Old HoD

recreation of 1876 decoration
1858 original desk
1876 original desk
Planting of MD
Burning of Peggy Stewart
Governor portraits

Artifacts

Installations timeline (see content below)

scrim projection
audio -speeches, Dred Scott,

Douglass speech
1864 MD Constitution

visitor benches

Timeline
Suggested Content
The Building redecorated 1876
restoration 2009
1826 Kennedy -Act of Pertaining. . .

The State 1864 Declaration of Rights
1864 & 7 Constitutions

The Nation Civil War and 14-16 amend.
Dred Scott decision
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Space 6.A panel at juncture of old and new sections

7.A Outside New H of D

Theme Crafting Legislation

Crafting Legislation

Chronology 1880-1902
Function expansion of building

1900-mid-20th century
modern legislative process
expansion of rights

Artifacts

Installations timeline (see content below)

timeline (see content below)

building construction interactive - flat screen, dial for
changing dates

Timeline
Suggested Content
The Building 1858 and 86 annexes, 1902 addition
growth of state population

composition of HoD
decoration of HoD chamber
women's suffrage
1st MD AA representative

The State
1st MD female rep
child labor
19th Amendment

The Nation
immigration
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Space 7 New H of D

8.A Outside New Senate

Theme Crafting Legislation

Crafting the Future

Chronology 1900-mid-20th century
Function modern legislative process

mid-20th century-present
who works in this bldg
executive branch
continued expansion of rights

Artifacts
Tiffany skylight
Portraits of Speakers
Marble colors

Installations moveable panel

Timeline
Suggested Content
The Building

The State
The Nation

timeline (see content below)

decoration of Senate chamber
Governor's office - kids' visiting

2007 apology for slavery
ratification of 14th and 15th amendments
Thoroughgood Marshall (Mder) and Brown v.
Board of Ed
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Space 8 New Senate Chamber

8b Center
8b Center
of Hall
of Hall

8c By
8cexit
By
8cdoor
exit
By door
exit door

Theme Crafting the Future

Crafting
Crafting
the Future
the Future

Crafting
Crafting
the
Crafting
Future
the Future
the Future

Chronology mid-20th century-present
Function room decoration

mid-20th
century-present
mid-20th
mid-20th
century-present
century-present
mid-20th
century-present
mid-20th
century-present
you can
a difference
students
makemake
a difference
youmake
can
a difference
students
a difference
you make
can
make
a difference

Artifacts
Maryland
Decl. of Indepen. signer portraits USSUSS
Maryland
punch
bowlbowl
punch
Carroll and Hanson statues
Portraits of Governors

Installations moveable panel

Timeline
Suggested Content
The Building

timeline
(see
content
below)
timeline
(see (see
content
below)
timeline
content
below)

doordoor
decoration
decoration
door
decoration
Lawyer's
Lawyer's
Mall
Mall Mall
Lawyer's

The State

MD citizen
MD citizen
action
action
that made
thatamade
Statemade
difference
a State
diffe
MD
citizen
action
that
a State

The Nation

MD citizen
action
that made
national
MD citizen
MD
citizen
action
action
thatamade
that
made
a difference
national
a nation
d

65

Banner
Banner

OLD TREASURY BUILDING

POW/MIA
Memorial Tree

Banner
Timeline Panel
1634 - 1756

Banner
ENTRY

Banner

MARYLAND
STATE HOUSE

George Washington
Bronze Horse
and Servant
Lithuanian Societies
Memorial Tree

Taney Statue
Projectors for Outdoor
Lighting Design to
Enhance Visitor Experience
at Night
Women’s Rights Movement
Memorial Tree

Banner

Banner

Dekalb Statue

Banner

Maryland State House
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Overall Site Plan

Martin Luther King
Memorial Tree

USS Maryland
Bell

Maryland State House
07.11.08

Floor Plan — Ground Level
Handicap Access
Floor Graphic

Banner

Floor Graphic
(See pg ?)

Banner

Stair Riser
Graphics
(See pg ?)

Banner

Entry Banner

Banner

ENTRY

Welcome to
State House

Interpretive Graphic
Governor’s Elevator
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Maryland State House
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Floor Plan — Second Floor

Molly
Ridout

George Washington
Bronze Horse
Interpretive

1.F Orientation

INTRO
1.C TIMELINE

8.?

Interpreter
Desk

(moveable)
• Declaration of
Independence
Portraits
• Carroll and
Hansen Statues

Furniture/Design by Others

New Construction

Artifact

Color Key

AREA 8:
Crafting the Future
1950 - Today

• Governor Portraits

20TH & 21ST CENTURY
SENATE CHAMBER

1.B

1.A

• Archives Room Const.
• Old State House

ROTUNDA

AREA 4

7.A

AREA
6

6.A

8.C
• Citizens Action
• Bronze Doors
1902-1905 Annex

EXIT

• Senate Chamber
• Executive Branch
• Who Works in/for
this Building
• Governor’s Office
d
• 14th & 15th Ammendments
• Civil Rights
• Lawyer’s Mall

8.A

• USS Maryland
Silver Service
• Baltimore City
& Capital
Punch Bowl

8.B

• Painting
2nd Floor

1.D

Intro to Building

1.E

Flag
Label

“Federalist” Ship
1/6 Scale model Constitution’s Ratification
Ship
Shaw
Label
Flag

2.A

Preserve
er the
Statehouse
eh
Donation
ti Box

4.A

5.A

Donation Box

5.B

Burning of the
Peggy
eggy Stewart
Ste a t

5.B

AREA 5

Governors

• Read quotes from “Exerpts
from Dred Scott” in 19th c.
language
• Sound light
• Fights
• Lights on Portraits
• Rhetoric-theatrics
• Audio – Frederick Douglas
Speech

1876 and After
Scrim/Projection
• Audio – Judge Tahey

OLD TREASURY
BUILDING

17th AND 18th
CENTURIES

20TH & 21ST CENTURY
HOUSE OF DELEGATES

(moveable)
• Modern Function of the House
• Electric Voting Boards
• Tiffany Skylight
• Speaker Portraits
• Marble-Gold/Black

7.B

• Increased Representation
• Need for New Space
• Women’s Sufferage
• Child Labor

AREA 7:
Crafting Legislation

• Build new Annex Outgrowing Building
• Fly wheel
• Evolution of Building
Interactive

1870
Historic Desk
Planting
g of Colonyy

Bench

Baltimore
Ratified

• Restored 2009

OLD HOUSE OF
DELEGATES
CHAMBER
c.1876

1858 Desk
Originally from
Room

• 1826 Kennedy Jewish Act
• 1864 Declaration of Rights—
Abolition of Slavery
• MD Constitution

April 21-28 1788
Maryland became
7th State to Radify
the Constitution
Dance’s Death

3.A
Flag
Cont.
Cong.

AREA 2

• Story of Building
• History of Dome
• John Shaw Story
• Peale Documenting
Peale
History
Sketches

Charles
Wilson Desk
John Shaw
Peale
Letter Chest
John
Shaw Dome Model

ARCHIVES ROOM/
Video
STATE HOUSE ORIENTATION
VISITOR CENTER
CELL PHONE TOURS AREA 1

Peale Portraits

• Nation’s Capitol
• Treaty of Paris

18th CENTURY

Tilghman
w/swords

Treaty of Paris
Artifacts

AREA 3

• Crafting the New Nation

OLD SENATE CHAMBER 1784

Cont. Congress
Cell Phone

Maryland
George
Congress
Washington

• Intro to Timeline
• “Crafting” Concept
• 3 Layers: • Building
• State
• Nation

• Welcome
• Pick up map
of State House

Darken windows

George Washington
Resignation Letter

Nation’s Capitol

Nov. 1783 Aug. 1784
• Washington’s
Resignation
• Crafting the
New Nation
• New Furniture
in Older Room

James McHenry
Letter 4-5 Pages

James
McHenry

Temporary Stantions

George Washington
Bronze Horse
and Servant
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WHY
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nation’s

did GEORGE
resign here
in

FIRST
peacetime

?

!

1783

CAPITOL

Maryland State House
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Exterior Banner

was
WHO
the

BEofa the

FIRST

PART

making of

!

MARYLAND

black woman

STATE

?

SENATOR
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Timeline Graphic at Old Treasury Building

Maryland State House
07.11.08

Exterior Signage

Taney Interpretive Graphic
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Entrance Sign

Large Facade Banners

Maryland State House
07.11.08

New 1st Floor Entry Signage/Banners

71

First Floor Wayfinding and Floor Graphic

Maryland State House
07.11.08

1st Floor Floor Graphics/Wayfinding

Step Riser Graphic leading to Second Floor
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36”

36”

48”

48”

Brochure Rack
for Maps

Intro Panel

Maryland State House
07.11.08

Intro Kiosk

Intro Panel (top of steps) & Intro Kiosk (freestanding)
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Maryland State House
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Intro Kiosk (freestanding) Ship & Flag
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50”

24”

Flip Panel with picture of
actual painting underneath.

Maryland State House
07.11.08

Typical Timeline 2A 1750 - 1800 (prototype)
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Maryland State House
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Typical Case Design - Washington’s Resignation Letter
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Maryland State House
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Old House of Delegates w/ Immersive Scrim Production
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50”

24”

Maryland State House
07.11.08

Typical Timeline 7A 1902 - 1950 (prototype)
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EVALUATION PLANS
In preparing the Interpretive Outline for the Maryland State House exhibitions, visitor input was
sought through a series of focus groups and visitor interviews. Due to timing of the evaluation efforts,
the closing of the State House in March 2008, and the flow of visitors, a focus group with tour operators on November 28, 2007 functioned as a front-end survey, while one with teachers was part of the
prototype process on April 22, 2008. That same day, visitors and staff were interviewed and classes
observed during visits to the temporary exhibition “Four Centuries of Maryland History” on display in
the House of Delegates Building.
The initial focus group was to contain 8-12 people who provide tours or services to visitors. Staff of
the Maryland Commission on Artistic Property would invite legislative aides who give tours, visitor
center tour guides, security officers, and commercial tour operators. During a 1-1/2 hour discussion,
focus group participants would be asked who visits the Maryland State House and why these people
might come. The participants also would be asked what they considered the “best stories” of the State
House and their perceptions of the visitor experience there. (See script for complete question list.)
The participants received refreshments and a small gift as an incentive.
For the second focus group, the plan was to invite between six and ten 3rd-6th grade school teachers
who had brought groups previously to State House. These teachers would be identified by Watermark
guides. In the end, we identified nine teachers by Watermark and by a web survey of surrounding
school districts. Still, it was very difficult to reach these teachers, and the focus group moved from an
initial date in November 2007 for a front-end survey to one in April 2008 that was formative in nature.
Teachers were to explain how visits to the State House fit into their school curriculum and what sorts
of opportunities and limitations they had on planning field trips. They also could illuminate students’
reactions to the visit. (See script for complete question list.) As an acknowledgment of their time in
the focus group, teachers were provided with refreshments and an author-autographed book on the
Wye Oak.
Each of the focus group participants also filled out a survey form before the discussion. The forms are
included in this report with the focus group scripts.
The initial plan also included interviews with visitors – students and adults – and State House staff
about their expectations for a State House exhibit and a formative survey of new interpretive panels.
During the interview, researchers gathered basic demographic information and hoped to gain insight
into visitors’ expectations of what to see and learn during a visit. Then the visitors would be asked to
review two prototype reader rail panels designed for the Rotunda and Hall portions of the building.
These panels would provide a historical timeline and overview of other exhibit areas. Researchers
were interested in the readability of the panels as well as how well these panels helped address visitors’ interests. The interview script is attached.
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Maryland State House Focus Group
Pre-Discussion Survey
November 28, 2007
Please fill out this short questionnaire before discussion begins.
1. How do you interact with visitors?
give tours through the Visitor Center
give tours through a tour company
provide security for the State House
work for a legislator
2. If you give tours, how many do you give on the average each month?
less than once a week
once or twice a week
more than twice a week
3. When is the biggest visitor season for you?
winter, during the legislative season
spring
summer
fall
4. Rank visitors by which ones you most interact with to those you least do. #1 is the
audience you most work with’ #1 the least.
school groups
families/tourists
adults/tourists
business visitors
5. Would say most of the tourists who come to the State House are from?
Annapolis and immediate area
Maryland, outside of Annapolis area
another state or country

07.11.08
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Maryland State House Focus Group Script
Tour Guides
November 28, 2007
Welcome. I am Beth Twiss Houting, a consultant hired by the Maryland State Archives, to work
on new concepts for exhibits in the State House. You will see that we have a note taker, but know
it is only for study purposes; the proceedings today are anonymous and confidential.
We are pleased to have you join us so that we can better learn what the current visitor experience
is in the State House and how it can be improved. There was a Master Plan done earlier this year
by C & G Partners, and we are taking it to the next step.
[Ice-breaker] Before we get started, though, why don’t you introduce yourselves by first name and
how you work with visitors here at the State House. And then add what is your favorite thing
about the State House you share with visitors, sort of your favorite story or tidbit of information.
Now turning to the visitors:
1. Why do you think people come to tour the State House?
2. What do they seem most interested in?
a. Historic importance?
b. Current legislative process?
3. What seems to please visitors most about their visit or what they learn here?
4. What seems to confuse them, or displease them about their visit?
5. What re the most frequent questions you hear?
Now I want to share a little bit of our planning and get your reactions.
6. This is the working mission statement for the State House visitor experience.
a. Does this capture the essence of the State House tour to you?
b. Would you think visitors would agree?
c. What in the statement seems odd or out-of-place to you?
7. Currently we are thinking of explaining different times in history in different spaces.
a. From what you know of the history of the building, do these time frames make sense
in these spaces?
b. Since visitors might go into rooms in any order, do you see any problems with the flow
logistically or content-wise?
8. One of our concerns is orienting visitors to what they will see here. If we were to create a
short film or audio tour, what are the main points you think we should cover?
9. Is there anything else you would like us to know?
Thank you for your time. [incentive]
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Maryland State House Focus Group
Pre-discussion Script
April 22, 2008

Please fill out this short questionnaire before discussion begins.

Name of school district
Grade

Subject (if applicable)

1. For how long have you been bringing classes to the State House?
2006-7 was my first year
for 1-5 years
more than 5 years
2. How often do you bring classes?
once a year
once every two years
other
3. On the average, how many students are on the trip?
4. What time of year do you usually come?
Sept-Dec.
Jan.-March
April – June
5. What school curriculum unit complements your visit?
6. How many field trips a year do you take (including the State House)?

07.11.08

82
Mar yland State House: Evaluation Plans

07.11.08

Maryland State House Focus Group Script
Educators
April 22, 2008
Welcome. I am Beth Twiss Houting, a consultant hired by the Maryland State Archives, to work
on new concepts for exhibits in the State House. I am going to be taking notes, but they are for
our study purposes only; the proceedings today are anonymous and confidential.
We are pleased to have you join us so that we can better learn what the current educational experience is in the State House and how it can be improved. There was a Master Plan done earlier
this year by C & G Partners, and we are taking it to the next step.
[Ice-breaker] Before we get started, though, why don’t you introduce yourselves by first name and
tell what grade you teach. And then add what is personally your favorite thing about the State
House.
Now turning to how you view the State House as an educational experience:
1. Why do you bring students here?
a. Are you most interested in the historical stories?
b. The legislative process?
c. Does the visit fit with Maryland Standards? If so, which ones?
2. How do you prepare your students for the visit?
3. How do you follow up back in the classroom?
4. What do you think is the main message students take away with them now?
5. What do you think is the most interesting thing they see or hear here?
6. The least interesting?
Now I want to share a little bit of our planning and get your reactions.
7. This is the working mission statement for the State House visitor experience.
a. Would this statement fit with your curricular needs?
b. What in the statement seems odd or out-of-place to you?
8. Currently we are thinking of explaining different times in history in different spaces.
a. From what you know of the history of the building, do these time frames make sense
in these spaces?
b. Since visitors might go into rooms in any order, do you see any problems with the
flow logistically?
i. What about when crowded?
ii. In terms of the historical story?
9. Review prototypes
10. If we created an audio tour for visitors to listen to as they went in and out of these
spaces, do you think it would improve the student experience? Why or why not?
11. If we were to create new pre- and post-visit material on the web, what kinds of materials
and information would help you the most?
12. Is there anything else you would like us to know?
Thank you for your time. [incentive]

83
Mar yland State House: Evaluation Plans

07.11.08

Formative Evaluation: Maryland State House
check:

male
female

adult
child

Adult Introduction:
I am testing out a new display technique for the State House. I would appreciate about 5 minutes
of your time to get your opinion of the design.
Child introduction:
[to adult, if child under 18] I am testing out a new display technique for the State House and
would like children’s opinions too. May I have your permission to ask [this child] some questions
for about 5 minutes? We’ll do it right here. Thanks.
[to child] Hi! I am helping to create new displays to explain about this building. I’d like to ask you
a few questions about how well you like it.
Before looking at panel:
1. Why did you come to the Maryland State House today?
2. [if tourist] What were you expecting to see or learn here?
3. [if tourist] What kinds of information are you more interested in?
Answers on card; may choose more than one
i. Building history
ii. Stories about craftsmen of the State House
iii. State history
iv. How legislature works
v. Stories about lawmakers
vi. Stories about other people who worked n State House
vii. Stories about Maryland citizens, e.g. who had business in State House or suggested bills
viii. What you can do as a citizen
ix. National history
Looking at panel:
Now I would like to ask you to take a minute to look at this proposed exhibit panel.
4. Does anything on the panel stand out to you? Yes No
a. Prompt An image, a fact or a new way to think about the building/MD/Nation?
b. What?
5. Is it easy to understand that there are three layers of information presented - Building,
State and Nation? Yes No
a. Why/why not?
6. Is text easy to read? Yes

No

7. Are the images easy to see? Yes

No

8. Does this display get at topics of interest for you? Yes No
a. If yes, which ones?
b. Of the stories there, which story most interests you?
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9. Having looked at this sample panel, I’d like to ask you to look at this list of subjects again.
Are there any subjects on the card but not covered on the panel, that you wish had been?
Answers on card; may choose more than one
i. Building history
ii. Stories about craftsmen of the State House
iii. State history
iv. How legislature works
v. Stories about lawmakers
vi. Stories about other people who worked n State House
vii. Stories about Maryland citizens, e.g. who had business in State House or suggested bills
viii. What you can do as a citizen
ix. National history
Now, I would like to ask a couple questions about you. All information will be
confidential and anonymous.
10. What is your zip code?
11. What is your age, as grouped on this card? Choose one answer from the card
a. 6-11
b. 12-18
c. 19-25
d. 26-40
e. 41-60
f. 60-75
g. 75+
12. Have you ever visited here before? Choose one answer from the card
a. Never
b. Once within the last year
c. Once longer ago than a year
d. Two or more times

07.11.08
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FRONT-END FOCUS GROUP RESULTS
Who attended the focus group ?
Sixteen people participated on November 28, 2007. Fifty-six percent of the participants (n = 9)
worked for commercial tour companies, such as Watermark and Cap City Colonial. Thirty-one
percent (n = 5) worked for state tourism-related agencies, such as the Department of Business
and Economic Development and the Maryland Office of Tourism that staffs the Maryland State
House Visitor Center. One other participant gave tours for Legislative Services, and two did not
identify their employer. These people know the State House intimately as 56% give tours more
than twice a week and 19% one to two times per week. Their busiest season for work is spring,
with summer and fall tying for second.
When asked their favorite part of the State House or their favorite story to interpret, the sixteen
participants gave twenty-eight responses. However, three topics had the most responses, ranking
almost 20% each. The first topic was the exterior architecture of the building. Those giving this
response indicated that the view of the State House as one approached, its siting within the City,
and the architectural details were important to them to point out to visitors. The second topic
indicated interest in the dome – its status as the nation’s largest pegged wooden dome, the lightning rod, and the story of Dance falling to his death while working on its construction. The third
topic identified the Old Senate Chamber as a favorite space within the State House as well as its
story of George Washington’s farewell.

Who are the visitors and what might they want in a State House visit?
The audience these guides most often worked with were school students or adult tourists.
Families came next. People in the State House for business and foreign visitors were least often
served. Forty-four percent of the visitors (n = 7) came from Maryland, but not the City of
Annapolis. Thirty-one percent (n = 5) were from outside of the state. The remaining 25% was
divided between Annapolis and no response. One focus group participant believed that student
groups tended to be more often from Annapolis while adult tourists were more apt to be from
outside of Maryland. One participant estimated that school groups counted for 50% of their audience.
Legislative Services guides did have a slightly different pattern from the norm. They more apt to
work with people in the State House for business and foreign visitors and have a busy winter season when the representative branch was in session.
Guides believed visitors came mainly because the tours brought them there. The focus group
participants did not think that tourists had much prior awareness of the State House, but came to
Annapolis for the Naval Academy. One exception was foreign visitors who the guides felt had a
better grasp of United States history than did the country’s own citizens. Another exception were
people who made a habit of touring state capitols. As far as school students, teachers booked a
tour because their students were 4th graders studying Maryland history.
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When asked in what topics they believed visitors seem most interested once they had seen the
building, the focus group participants responded: the Old Senate Chamber, the dome, and the
founding of Maryland. The first two topics are the same as two of the topics in which the guides
themselves were most interested. The guides believe students are more interested in the dome,
and adults in the Old Senate Chamber. Interestingly, despite the guides’ emphasis on architecture,
they thought visitors overall were more interested in history, especially presented in an “entertaining” way.
The guides felt that visitors were displeased or disappointed in certain aspects of their visit.
In general, poor signage and visual confusion from the number of plaques on view led to
poor wayfinding. Security procedures, crowding, and a lack of a place to sit made the visit
uncomfortable.

What do the guides want out of a reinstallation of State House exhibits?
There was strong agreement on potential themes for a reinstallation of the State House exhibits:
1. that the building is the oldest capitol in continuous use,
2. that it was once the US capitol,
3. to explain the current legislative process, and
4. to point out the largest wooden dome in the nation.
The proposed mission statement was felt to capture most of these themes, and was complimented
on its use of strong action verbs. Some of the participants wished, however, the statement made
more reference to the architecture. One participant summed up the interpretive message as “what
happened in those nine months [when the State House was the country’s capitol] that shaped our
history, and is unique to this state?” Another, however, cautioned that interpretation had to carefully distinguish Maryland’s history from the country’s.
Building upon the guides’ favorite topics, they also wished for better preparation outside of the
building, improved wayfinding, and the ability to walk visitors through all of the chambers. In a
reinstallation, they hoped for rotating exhibits on topics such as the Civil War and the
Underground Railroad, an orientation space with film, and benches for visitor seating. The guides
stressed that the exhibits in the State House should relate only to the State House, which supported their interest in architecture but somewhat contradicts other of their responses.
In general, there was agreement that the State House becomes too crowded, especially in the
spring, for visitors to truly appreciate the building and its exhibits. Guides wished groups could be
limited to 20-30 visitors, but, when pressed, they really wanted this limitation to apply to the other
guides, not themselves. Guides mentioned that the Archives Room exhibit was particularly good
and needed to be moved to a larger space. In general, they approved of the chronological flow
proposed for the exhibits, and they thought that audio, treasure hunts, and interactives would add
“entertaining” aspects of the building.
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Formative Interview Results
Who was interviewed?
Unfortunately it was very difficult to interview people visiting Four Centuries of Maryland History
in the House of Delegates Building because of slow visitation mid-day and the number of visitors
who came through with tour guides. The guides of these groups did not give visitors time to look
around on their own, but moved them quickly from display to display. Only five adults, consequently were interviewed. One was a man over the age of 75 who was visiting from New Jersey
with his wife. They make a hobby of visiting state capitols and were disappointed not to get into
State House itself. Two others interviewed were women over the age of 65 from Pennsylvania.
The fourth and fifth interviewees were employees of the State, one a sergeant who had policed
the State House for over twenty years. Because of the reluctance of these people to undertake a
whole interview, the surveyor focused only on the demographic information above, a question on
topics of interest, and response to the prototype panel.

What did adult visitors hope to see in the State House?
Their answers were divided between wanting to learn about Maryland history and wanting to learn
about current governmental process. In particular, they wanted to go inside the chambers of the
governing bodies.
When asked to rank topics about which they wished to learn from a list of nine topics, building
history and stories of Marylanders topped the list.
Topic
(from list on survey)

1

Building history

3

Citizenship

2

4

5

1

Legislature

1

Craftsmen

1

State history

1

Stories of Marylanders

Rank
3

1
1
2

What did visitors think about the prototype panels?
Overall, the adults responded favorably to the panels, though they doubted children visiting with
families or school groups would be attracted to them. They found the color coding attractive and
easy to understand. They also liked the reading rail height, which they compared to the platform
height labels they saw with the George Washington display that day. Those labels were too hard to
read, especially for the older adults with glasses.
Two adults, however, felt that the panels offered too much information with small type font and
illustrations. The panels seemed to overwhelm them. They suggested that each banner within the
panel have no more than three points. They also suggested a take-home brochure with the text so
that they could read it at their leisure. The sergeant pointed out that visitors come with a variety
of interests. He knew, for example, of some who visited because people they knew had been
involved or commemorated in the State House.
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School Evaluation Results
A review of Maryland curriculum standards
Maryland has voluntary Social Studies standards, upon which each district builds their own scope
and sequence for teaching the subject matter. In planning the State House exhibit and complimentary interpretive aids, such as the website, it is satisfying to see the number of places in which
State House stories can bolster the curriculum.
Social Studies
Curricular Area

Benchmark Grade*

1. Political Science

3

Why have government
The function of democracy

4

Establishment of the colony
Function of the Assemblies
Tolerance Act of 1649
Maryland Charter of 1632
MD state constitutions
Govt. role in public policy
William Paca
Charles Carroll
Thomas Stone
Samuel Chase
Importance of civic participation
Rights and responsibility of MD citizens

5

Declaration of Independence
US Constitution
Colonial governmental policies
Rights and responsibilities of US citizens
Thomas Jefferson
George Washington

8

US Constitution
Bill of Rights
Washington's Farewell Address
Emancipation Proclamation
Civil rights

3. Geography: Peoples of
the nation and world

4
5
8

Cultures of early settlers
Compromise in drafting of US Constitution
Diversity and tolerance

5. History

4

St. Mary’s City
Establishment of slavery
Regional differences during Civil War

5
8

American Revolution
13th-15th Amendments
Slavery and abolition
Dred Scott decision

All

Vocabulary
Identification and analysis of primary sources
Display of information in graphic
organizers and maps

6. Social Studies
skills and processes

Specific Subject

*Benchmark grade refers to the grade by which a topic must be taught.
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What was learned from the teacher focus group?
Only two fourth grade teachers attended on April 22, 2008, but these two had brought field trips
to the State House for more than 5 years. They visited between April and June and, on average,
brought 110 students per trip. The State House trip was one of two or three trips the class would
take each year. The trip complemented study of Maryland history, especially early settlement, the
colonial period, Native Americans, and State government.
These two teachers happened to be involved in rewriting the 4th grade Social Studies curriculum
for Anne Arundel County. They said that 4th grade was dedicated to Maryland history, geography
and government. United States history from 1790 to 1877 was taught in 8th grade, United States
government in 9th, and the rest of United States history in 11th. Due to their previous commitment to visiting the State House and their role in the focus group, the teachers said they would
ensure that the State House trip was written into the County standards.

What did they think of the prototype panels?
The teachers especially liked the timeline idea. It matched a process they used for teaching history. While they acknowledged that the students on tours would not read these panels often, they
saw the information as very useful. They wondered if the text could be on Web for teachers to use
in preparing the students for their visit. One element of the panels that the teachers thought students might read would be the “fun facts.” Because their curriculum includes government, the
teachers were pleased to see that the mission and the panels also addressed citizenship.

What was learned from class observations?
Two classes, each of roughly forty children, were observed on a guided tour in the House of
Delegates Building on April 22, 2008. According to a chaperone, they were both 4th grade classes
from either a school in Columbia or a school with Columbia in the name. The tour guide closely
controlled the students’ experience repeatedly asking them to stay together as she led them from
display to display. The evaluator’s request for time for the students to look at the prototype panels
was politely ignored.
The two groups began their tours slightly differently in the left wing (earlier period of exhibit), but
followed the same route in the right wing. One group stopped, in this order, at: the images of the
Declaration of Independence, Peale’s drawings, the Federalist; the photograph of Treasury
Building, the Calvert portraits, and The Planting of Maryland. The other group only stopped at
the Declaration of Independence, the Calvert paintings, and the Peale drawings. The students
seemed well prepared for the trip as they recognized the Declaration of Independence image
from their dollar bills and they knew the identity of the Calverts.
After viewing the Washington mannequin display, both groups stopped, in this order, at:
the Peale portrait of Washington, the USS Maryland silver, the labels about Henson and Martin
Luther King, The Burning of the Peggy Stewart, and the photos the Senate and House chambers
in the 19th century. The students obviously were impressed with the size and the story about the
silver tureen.
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Recommendations from the evaluation results
The bracketed points within this section are suggestions for how this interpretive plan can implement
these recommendations.
1. The proposed mission and floor plan are fine.
a. [chronological flow for historical story]
b. [interweaving of national and state history and politics]
2. Use the following themes:
a. Architecture of building
i. Exterior and interior details
> [the top “banner” of the timeline labels]
> [add exterior labels that call attention to and explain architecture]
ii. Emphasize dome
> keep Archives Room exhibits but in larger space
[e.g. proposed move of dome model to Stairwell Room]
b. First peacetime capitol
i. Washington’s Farewell Address
> [allow visitors to walk through room]
c. Current legislative process
i. [all visitors to get into Chambers further]
ii. [stress that all citizen action can make a difference]
d. Founding of Maryland
i. [Treasury Building displays]
3. Explore themes through stories about specific Marylanders’ experience
a. [focus on famous people, esp. those in the curriculum standards]
b. [but also have information on common citizens who made a difference]
4. Create an orientation space with benches.
5. Add audio, handouts and/or interactives to the State House exhibits.
6. Improve wayfinding, both inside and out
7. Add seating for visitors throughout
8. Limit material on reader rail timeline so that font and images are large enough to be seen.
9. Keep artifacts and stories that fascinate students
a. [silver service for USS Maryland]
b. [images of Calverts]
c. “fun facts” on reader rail timelines]
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DRAFT BUDGET
Opinion of Probable Cost
Design Costs
Signage
Banners Exterior & interior
Exterior Signage System/Interp
Exhibit Design
SH Timelines & Interior Graphics
Casework/replicas/Av Housing
Old Treasury Building Interp.
Reinstallation Artifacts/Mounts
(7) Bronzes (allotment)
Conservation Allotment
AV/Multimedia
AV/Multimedia
Cell Phone Content
Orientation Film (site filming)
Print
Brochures/Maps
Other Consultants
Lighting/UV Films
Researcher/Writer/Editor
Further Evaluation
Contingency/Revisions
Total
From C&G Original Budget (not included above)
Branding Design Development
Website Redesign
Website database backend Gallery System
AV for Visitor's Center
Audio Guide Content
Listening Technologies Hardware

Grand TOTAL

Fabrication/Install

Total Cost

$5,000
$5,000

$10,000
$10,000

$15,000
$15,000

$40,000
$10,000
$20,000

$180,000
$50,000
$60,000
$50,000
$400,000
$10,000

$220,000
$60,000
$80,000
$50,000
$400,000
$10,000

$40,000
$5,000
$30,000

$50,000
$5,000
$20,000

$90,000
$10,000
$50,000

$10,000

$10,000

$20,000

$15,000
$30,000
$10,000
5%

$50,000

$55,000

$65,000
$30,000
$10,000
$55,000

$220,000

$905,000

$1,180,000

$55,000
$45,000

$30,000

$85,000
$45,000
$100,000
$45,000
$25,000
$25,000
$325,000

$100,000
$45,000
$25,000
$25,000

$1,505,000
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Section 2
Agency Business Functions, Goals and Key Strategies
2.1

Maryland State Archives Origin and Functions

As the historical agency for Maryland, the State Archives is the
central depository for government records of permanent value.
Records date from the founding of the Maryland colony in 1634
through to the present. These records are described in the State
Archives' Guide to Government Records. They include colonial and
State executive, legislative and judicial records; county probate, land
and court records; business records; publications and reports of the
State, county and municipal governments; records of religious
bodies; and special collections of maps, newspapers, photographs,
and private papers.
Search Room, State Archives, 350 Rowe Blvd., Annapolis, Maryland, June 2007.
Photo by Diane F. Evartt.

Origins of the State Archives trace to the State's tercentenary
celebrations in 1934. As the 300th anniversary of Maryland's
founding approached, the Maryland Tercentenary Commission made
a modern, centralized archives a key feature of the State
commemoration. A "Memorial Hall of Records" was proposed as
early as 1928, and in 1931 the General Assembly appropriated funds
to erect an archives building in Annapolis. Construction began in
1934, and the first Hall of Records, located one block north of the
State House, opened to the public in 1935. There, the records
remained until 1986 when the State Archives moved to the new Hall
of Records Building on Rowe Boulevard across from the Robert C.
Murphy Courts of Appeal Building. On June 27, 2005, the Hall of
Records was rededicated as the Edward C. Papenfuse State Archives
Building.
State Archives
(now the Edward C. Papenfuse State Archives Building),
350 Rowe Blvd., Annapolis, Maryland, March 2004.
Photo by Diane F. Evartt.

With the creation of the Hall of Records Commission, the General Assembly provided for the management of the public
records and for the collection, custody, and preservation of the official records, documents, and publications of the State
(Chapter 18, Acts of 1935). Formed in 1935, the Hall of Records was an independent agency of State government and
remained so until its incorporation into the Department of General Services in 1970 (Chapter 97, Acts of 1970). In 1984,
the Hall of Records reformed as the State Archives, an independent agency within the office of the Governor (Chapter
286, Acts of 1984). The 1984 law defined an advisory role for the Hall of Records Commission and placed the
Commission on Artistic Property under the State Archives (Code State Government Article, secs. 2-1513(b), 3-404(b), 7213(a), 9-1001 through 9-1027, 10-604 through 10-608, 10-631 through 10-634, 10-637 through 10-642, 10-701, 10702).
The State Archives produces web publications and on-line exhibits, as well as guides to records, finding aids, historical
monographs, essays, and directories. Every two years, the State Archives compiles, edits, publishes, and distributes the
Maryland Manual: A Guide to Maryland Government and daily updates the Maryland Manual On-Line. In addition, the
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State Archives prepares, edits, and publishes volumes of the new series of the Archives of Maryland, including the
Archives of Maryland On-Line. Examples of publications currently available are:
aomol.net
Archives of Maryland Online, currently providing access to over 558,598 historical documents
that form the constitutional, legal, legislative, judicial, and administrative basis of Maryland's government
plats.net

Land Survey, Subdivision, and Condominium Plats

mdihp.net

Maryland Historical Trust's Historic Sites Survey materials

mdgovpics.net

Photos (contemporary) taken by the State's photographers

mdhistpics.net

Photos (historical) from the Archives’ special collections (under development)

Archives of Maryland, new series I: An Historical List of Public Officials of Maryland - Governors, Legislators,
and other Principal Officers of Government, 1632 to 1990.
Guide to County Records on Microfilm at the Maryland State Archives.
Mdlandrec.net -- A Digital Image Retrieval System for Land Records in Maryland
A Guide to Government Records at the Maryland State Archives: A Comprehensive List by Agency and Record
Series.
Guide to Montgomery County Plats of Surveys, Subdivisions, and Condominiums, 1783-1993.
Guide to the Newspaper Collection on Microfilm at the Maryland State Archives.
Marylanders Who Served the Nation: A Biographical Dictionary of Federal Officials from Maryland.
Rules and regulations promulgated in the Code of Maryland Regulations give the State Archives a role in the
establishment of archives in local jurisdictions (COMAR 14.18.03).
Within the State Archives are nine main units: Administration; Appraisal and Description; Artistic Property, Preservation,
and Public Outreach; Digital Imaging and Acquisition; Government Information Services; Information Systems
Management; Record Transfers and Space Management; Reference and Records Services, and Training; and Research
and Student Outreach. The State Archives also has a Land Patents section and is aided by the Hall of Records
Commission, and the Commission on Artistic Property.
LAND PATENTS
The State Archives became responsible for the functions of the Land Office and its collections in 1965. The
Records Management Division, then a part of the Archives, took charge of recording and filing plats. When the
Division was separated from the Archives in 1975, plats and other Land Office records became the responsibility
of the Archives.
Designated Commissioner of Land Patents, the State Archivist is responsible for issuing land patents and
conducting court hearings (Chapter 355, Acts of 1967). In performing these duties, the State Archivist acts
independently of the duties imposed as State Archivist (Code Real Property Article, secs. 13-101 through 13504).
The land patent process is the mechanism for granting land in Maryland. Land patents were issued by the
proprietors during the colonial period, and later by the State. Virtually all land in Maryland has been patented.
Through survey errors or due to the inaccessibility of a tract, however, some land never may have been included
in a patent. This land, when it is discovered, may be patented, with title passing to the patentee upon payment of
the fair market value of the land to the State. The land patent process also provides a simple, convenient and
prompt method of reserving vacant land for the public use of State, county or local government bodies through
the issuance of certificates of reservation (Chapter 290, Acts of 1993).
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An applicant for a patent must present evidence based on a title search of the property in question proving that
no former patent encompasses any portion of the land. Information concerning the land patent process and an
application for a patent may be obtained from the Commissioner of Land Patents.
HALL OF RECORDS COMMISSION
Created in 1935, the Hall of Records Commission is an advisory body to the State Archives (Chapter 18, Acts of 19 35).
The Commission reviews and comments upon policies of the Archives that concern proposed budgets, publications, and
public access to records.
The Commission is composed of eleven members. Nine serve ex officio. The Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals chairs
the Commission (Code State Government Article, secs. 9-1001 through 9-1006).
COMMISSION ON ARTISTIC PROPERTY
In 1969, the Commission on Artistic Property was formed (Chapter 111, Acts of 1969). It was incorporated into the State
Archives in 1984 (Chapter 286, Acts of 1984).
The Commission is the official custodian of all valuable paintings and other decorative arts owned by or loaned to the
State (except those located in a State room of Government House). The Commission provides for the acquisition,
location, proper care, custody, restoration, display, and preservation of these paintings and decorative arts. Every person,
agency, or organization desiring to acquire a painting or other decorative art work for display in a State building or
premises (except in a room of Government House) must secure from the Commission both prior approval and final
acceptance of the painting or decorative art work. In such instances, the Commission considers the competence of the
artist, the proposed location, and the quality, historical significance, and appropriateness of the work.
With the approval of the Governor and the State Archivist, the Commission may receive and accept gifts and loans of
paintings and decorative art works. With the approval of the Governor, the State Archivist may accept gifts of money for
the Commission from any source, public or private, and thereafter administer and expend the funds according to the
conditions and terms of the gift. In 1996, the Commission, on behalf of the State, assumed ownership of the art collection
of the Peabody Institute.
The Commission consists of fifteen members. Eight are appointed by the State Archivist with the approval of the
Governor. Seven serve ex officio. With the Governor's approval, the State Archivist names the chair (Code State
Government Article, secs. 9-1016 through 9-1023).

APPRAISAL & DESCRIPTION
Appraisal and Description deals with the analysis and disposition of government records. The disposition of State, county
and municipal records is determined by an appraisal of their value for future agency operations and historical studies.
Records Retention Schedules. Those records deemed to have permanent value are retained as archival documents. Their
characteristics are described in records retention schedules. Other materials become disposable after a period of time
Disposal Certificates. Those records no longer needed are scheduled for disposal as certified through disposal certificates.
All records retention schedules and disposal certificates must be submitted for approval by the State Archivist, and it is in
the review of these schedules and certificates that the disposition of records is determined. Through this process, the
important administrative, legal, fiscal and historical records of government are identified for permanent retention and
eventual transfer to the State Archives. Other materials, when agencies no longer need them for current operations, can be
destroyed.

ARTISTIC PROPERTY, PRESERVATION, & PUBLIC OUTREACH
Artistic Property, Preservation, and Public Outreach originated as Education, Outreach, and Artistic Property, It became
Artistic Property and Public Outreach in May 1999, and reorganized under its present name in August 2003.
The State-owned art collections, traveling exhibits that tour Maryland, and exhibits in the Annapolis government complex
are managed by Artistic Property, Preservation, and Public Outreach. The office also supports the work of the
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Government House Trust, and the State House Trust. This includes management of all requests for use of the State House,
and serving as liaison with the Department of General Services and the Maryland Historical Trust for maintenance and
preservation of the State House, the most historically important building in Maryland. Artistic Property, Preservation, and
Public Outreach also provides support for certain activities of the General Assembly.
During Fiscal Year 2007, the Commission on Artistic Property received funding for conservation initiatives to enable
objects to be put on public display or remain on display. On-going conservation projects include: a 17th century portrait
of Leonard Calvert, the first colonial governor of Maryland; a portrait of William Paca by Charles Willson Peale; and the
canvas and frame from Rembrandt Peale's portrait of George Washington.

PRESERVATION SERVICES
Formerly called Conservation and Restoration, Preservation
Services adopted its present name in 2001. This division
conserves and cares for archival records, maintains their
physical integrity, and assures their longevity and accessibility.
It also provides condition assessments and performs treatments
needed to prepare damaged materials for scanning.
Preservation Services oversees the Conservation Laboratory,
Preservation and Access, and Preservation Outreach.
Conservation Lab, State Archives, Annapolis, Maryland,
April 2007. Photo by Diane F. Evartt.

Conservation Laboratory. The Conservation Laboratory preserves the physical integrity of archives in many forms,
including manuscript papers and record books, microfilm, microfiche, photographs, published books, government
publications, maps, newspapers, and electronic files. The Conservation Lab monitors environmental conditions in
temperature- and humidity-controlled storage areas. Where appropriate, conservation measures are used. These include
deacidification of paper, repair and restoration, mylar encapsulation, phase boxing, and archival bookbinding.
Preservation and Access. The State Archives preserves information with microfilm and digital imaging to expand access
to historical documents. Sophisticated computer-scanning technology and microfilm produced to national preservation
standards preserve images of original materials. These procedures help individuals who are not able to use originals at the
Archives, and they preserve the information value of fragile manuscripts, maps, newspapers, and photographs.
Preservation Outreach. The State Archives participated in the work of the Task Force to Initiate Preservation Planning in
Maryland and has assumed a leading position in promoting preservation to organizations and individuals across the State.
The State Archives was designated by the Task Force to coordinate public information, workshops, and low-cost
conservation services. The goal is to ensure preservation of significant collections of books and documents in Maryland
libraries, museums, historical societies, government offices, private organizations, and private homes. At the State
Archives, conservation staff conducts preservation workshops each spring.
SPECIAL COLLECTIONS
The State Archives is authorized to collect public and private records and other information relating to the history of the
Province and State of Maryland from the earliest times. At the discretion of the State Archivist, the State Archives also is
authorized to acquire collections of private records as permanent gifts (Code State Government Article, sec. 9-1010).
Special Collections started in 1935 as the Gift Collection and reorganized under its present name in 1987. In March 2005,
it was placed under Artistic Property, Preservation, and Public Outreach.
Special Collections supervises the care, preservation, accessioning, and description of private records. Usually, they are
given to the State Archives by private donors and generally consist of personal letters, diaries, photographs, maps, church
records, architectural plans, and other manuscript documents. Maps, for example, date from 1565 to the present. They
serve as an important resource for scientists, historians, and citizens interested in the Chesapeake watershed. Photographs
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illustrate a cross section of Maryland life and culture, including agriculture, architecture, family life, government, nautical
and naval affairs, recreation, and sports. In addition, the State Archives has microfilmed records of nearly 300 churches of
various denominations, and more than 250 newspapers from across the State.
With the exception of collections of fine arts, the Director, in conjunction with the State Archivist, reviews offers of
materials as gifts to Special Collections. Offers of gifts of fine arts are reviewed by the Curator of Artistic Property and
the State Archivist. Materials are accepted on the basis of their relevance to the holdings of the State Archives, their
condition, and the need to provide for their proper storage and care.
While collections generally are offered as gifts to the State Archives, occasionally materials are accepted on deposit. The
decision to accept a collection of original materials as a deposit is made by the Director in conjunction with the State
Archivist based upon the relevance of the collection to the holdings of the State Archives, its condition, and the historical
value of the collection. A collection may be placed on deposit if its contents are to be photographed or microfilmed as a
reference collection at the Archives and the original materials returned to the owner.

DIGITAL IMAGING & ACQUISITION
Digital Imaging and Acquisition originated as Appraisal and Preservation. When appraisal functions were assigned to
Appraisal and Description, Acquisition and Preservation Services formed in May 1999. It restructured as Acquisition and
Imaging Services in August 2003, and was renamed Digital Imaging and Acquisition in June 2005.
The identification, management, and conservation of the permanently valuable records of Maryland State and local
government is supervised by Imaging and Acquisition. This department provides digital-imaging, microfilming,
photocopy and photographic support to all aspects of State Archives work. It also manages, coordinates, and promotes the
preservation digital-imaging services offered by the State Archives in Annapolis and at its Baltimore facility. In addition,
this department provides logistical and technical support, and assists in the development of standards and techniques used
in imaging projects.
Digital Acquisition and Imaging Services is made up of four divisions: Imaging Services, Mdlandrec.net, Microfilm and
CD Production, and Quality Control.
GEOGRAPHIC SERVICES
Geographic Services establishes intellectual and physical control over plat collections, processes images for posting on
plats.net, and gives timely and efficient customer service to system users.
Geographic records useful to planners, surveyors, title professionals, and others concerned with land use in Maryland are
maintained by the State Archives. These materials include land records, surveys, plats of subdivisions and condominiums,
and other court records. Reproductions of original documents and microfilm of many records, as well as scanned images
in a number of graphic formats are available as are finding aids to assist in the use of these records.
Survey Materials. Many retrospective collections of survey materials are accessible on microfilm. The State Archives
offers a subscription service furnishing aperture cards of plats received from the courts on a weekly basis.
Land Records. The State Archives distributes microfilm of land records on a subscription basis as they are received from
the courts. Retrospective collections of microfilm also may be obtained.
For geographic information services, the State Archives provides telephone reference from 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m.,
Monday through Friday. In many instances, requests for information can be answered within 24 hours.
SCANNING SERVICES
Scanning Services began as Imaging Services and reorganized under its present name in June 2005. Scanning Services is
responsible for basic image acquisition, both from original mylar or linen documents and from microfilm. This office
helps preserve and make accessible copies of records through the creation and duplication of microfiche, microfilm,
photocopy, and photography. In this way, the office assists government agencies; promotes Maryland scholarship by
aiding students, historians, and genealogists; provides evidential materials for legal matters; and supports State Archives
exhibits and publications.
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Services to Government Agencies. This office preserves the records of State and county government agencies while
providing those agencies with working copies. In many instances, the office processes and inspects microfilm from other
agencies.
Services to the Public. Various forms of imaging, including projection prints, photographs, slides, and microfilm of
archival material may be ordered from Scanning Services. Through this office, microfilm of records is prepared and made
available for interlibrary loans.
Preservation Microfilming. Records are microfilmed to archival standards that allow for the best resolution and density.
These standards are defined by the American National Standard Institute (ANSI). Duplicates are provided on diazo and
vesicular film. Other media, such as aperture cards, also are available.
Electronic Imaging. Record materials are scanned to convert images into electronic form. By this process, a document can
be reproduced in many formats.

GOVERNMENT INFORMATION SERVICES
Organized in 1986, Government Information Services assists the
citizens of Maryland and their agencies of government with current
government information, continuously updated. This office is
responsible for the Maryland Manual On-Line; the Maryland
Manual; Government Publications; and the Library of the State
Archives.

Government Information Services, State Archives, Annapolis, Maryland, March 2007.
Photo by Diane F. Evartt.

GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS
Publications and reports of State government agencies date to the early 19th century. They, with the publications and
reports of county and municipal governments, have been collected by the State Archives since 1947 (Chapter 651, Acts of
1947). The State Archives also is an official depository for county charters, codes, and laws (Code 1957, Art. 25, sec.
32A; Art. 25A, secs. 3B(3), 7(b); Art. 25B, secs. 7(b)(3), 12(b)). Municipal charter amendments and annexations, after
publication, are deposited annually with the State Archives by the Department of Legislative Reference (Code 1957, Art.
23A, sec. 17C).
LIBRARY
Organized in 1940, the Library is a reference source for works that supplement the holdings of the State Archives. These
include published records and sources on Maryland history, government, biography, geography, and natural resources;
county, city and town histories; regional studies; Chesapeake Bay; research guides; genealogies; and archives
administration, conservation, and preservation. The Library of the Department of Natural Resources transferred to the
State Archives in June 1987. It includes materials collected since 1942 on Maryland natural resources, wildlife, fisheries,
forestry, water resources, and the environment.
MARYLAND MANUAL ON-LINE & MARYLAND MANUAL
Published by the State Archives, the Maryland Manual On-Line and the Maryland Manual describe Maryland State,
county and municipal government (Code State Government Article, secs. 9-1026, 9-1027). The Maryland Manual has
been published in print since 1896. The Maryland Manual On-Line has been accessible on the Internet since December
1996.
The Maryland Manual On-Line is a continuously updated guide to Maryland government. It presents an overview of the
organizational structure and staffing of the executive, legislative and judicial branches of Maryland government. It shows
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agency budgets and organizational charts, lists mandated reports, and provides the origin, historical evolution, and
functions of government agencies.
Biographies of government officials appear in the Maryland Manual On-Line. These include legislators, constitutional
officers, department secretaries, judges, and Maryland's Congressional delegation, as well as county executives, state's
attorneys, sheriffs, and other local government officials. The Manual also gives additional information on local
government (county and municipal), as well as intercounty, interstate and federal agencies. In addition, the Manual
contains the State budget, the Constitution of Maryland, and election returns. The Maryland at a Glance section offers
condensed data on many Maryland subjects, State symbols, Maryland historical chronology, and Maryland government.

INFORMATION SYSTEMS MANAGEMENT
Information Systems Management began in 1989 as Computer Services and reorganized under its current name in 1997.
This office oversees Electronic Archives, Information Technology Development, and Information Technology Support
for the State Archives. The office also assists other State agencies in designing and updating their homepages for the web.
ELECTRONIC ARCHIVES
At its September 1998 meeting, the Hall of Records Commission resolved that a program of Electronic Archives be
created within the State Archives. The program coordinates and manages the development of a permanent archives of
electronic records.
MARYLAND ELECTRONIC CAPITAL
As part of the Governor's technology initiative, the Maryland Electronic Capital was the homepage for the State of
Maryland. It started in the fall of 1995 and concluded in 2004.

RECORD TRANSFERS & SPACE MANAGEMENT
Record Transfers and Space Management was organized in July 2001. Previously, this unit's functions had been the
responsibility of Acquisition and Conservation.
State, county and municipal government agencies in Maryland may offer the State Archives all files, documents, and
records not in current use. Record Transfers and Space Management supervises the transfer, storage, and retrieval of those
government records deemed to be permanently valuable.
State Government Records. The records of all State agencies, boards, and commissions that are abolished or that
otherwise conclude their work must be transferred to the custody of the State Archives. By law, State agencies have their
records placed on retention and disposal schedules. No public records can be destroyed without scheduling and the prior
approval of the State Archives.
The State Archives shares responsibility with the Division of Vital Records of the Department of Health and Mental
Hygiene for preservation of and access to vital records information (Code State Government Article, sec. 9-1015).
County and Municipal Government Records. All records that are in the courthouses of the State and that were created
prior to April 28, 1788 (when Maryland ratified the U.S. Constitution) must be deposited at the State Archives. All
current deeds, mortgages, and releases recorded in the courthouses of the State are microfilmed and preserved at the State
Archives for security purposes. Limited facilities are available for the filming of records of State agencies. The State
Archives also serves as the official depository for subdivision and condominium plats.

REFERENCE & RECORDS SERVICES, & TRAINING
Reference and Records Services, and Training organized in May 2007 from Reference Services. This office is responsible
for Employee Training, Publication Rights, Records Services, and Reference Services.
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DOCUMENTS FOR THE CLASSROOM
An electronic reference source issued by the State Archives is Documents for the Classroom. For the use of teachers,
students, scholars, and the general public, Documents for the Classroom are digital facsimiles of selected original
documents, secondary sources, and multi-media presentations. These electronic document packets use Maryland history
to illustrate national trends. They cover elements of Maryland and American history from colonization to the modern era
relating to political development, cultural diversity, and interdisciplinary approaches to understanding the past.
REFERENCE SERVICES
Records are made accessible to the public and government agencies through the search room, by mail or telephone, and
through electronic media. Open Wednesday through Friday, and three Saturdays a month, the search room is staffed by
professional archivists to assist patrons. Electronic and mail reference services are available Monday through Friday. In
addition, electronic services and information (including comprehensive catalogues of the Archives' holdings) are
accessible through the State Archives' homepage on the web.
Records are used for legal documentation, historical research, land title searches, geographical information, vital record
research, and genealogy. The Archives offers limited research services by its staff. Copies of records can be produced (for
a fee) on paper as photographs, or as digital image files. Self-service copying from microfilm also is available for many
records. Most records on microforms may be purchased or borrowed through interlibrary loan.

RESEARCH & STUDENT OUTREACH
Research and Student Outreach originated as Research and reformed under its current name in 2005. Using original
documentary sources, Research and Student Outreach works to interpret, preserve, and improve access to Maryland
history. The foundation of this department is collective biography developed to document the lives and careers of
individuals who have shaped the history of Maryland. The primary focus is on biographies of the men and women who
have served in Maryland State government. In addition to State government officials, biographical research broadens to
cover special topic areas highlighting significant contributions from federal, county and local government officials,
Maryland women, African Americans, Native Americans, military personnel, teachers, doctors, artists, lawyers, and
others. To reach the widest possible audience, the staff prepares all research results for publication on the Archives'
website and produces print media as needed.
ADVISORY PANEL FOR ARCHIVES OF MARYLAND ONLINE
The Advisory Panel for Archives of Maryland Online was formed by the State Archivist in April 2000.
INTERNSHIP PROGRAM
Each summer, internships are offered for college students to learn archival and historical methods at the State Archives.
Work/study programs also are available.

2.2

Major Goals, Objectives and Key Strategies
MISSION

The State Archives is the central depository for Maryland government records, and certain designated private records of
permanent value. Holdings date from 1634 to the present. They include colonial and State executive, legislative and
judicial records; county probate, land and court records; municipal records; and publications and reports of State, county
and municipal government. Special collections preserve records of religious bodies (particularly as they relate to the
recording of births, deaths, and marriages), fine and decorative arts, business and organizational records, maps,
newspapers, photographs, and private papers, including oral histories. Our central mission is to appraise, acquire,
describe, preserve and make electronically available the permanent records of the past, while providing reliable current
information about Maryland State, county and municipal government. Materials are made accessible through a secure and
(where appropriate) web-enabled environment, continually compiled and updated for the benefit and use of Maryland
citizens and public officials.
VISION
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A state that preserves government records (as well as certain designated private records) and provides access to them in a
convenient, cost-effective manner and in a web-enabled environment.
KEY GOALS
Goal 1.

Identify, appraise, acquire, describe, preserve and make accessible records deemed to have permanent
historical, administrative, fiscal, legal or educational value. Where appropriate, make these materials
electronically available.

Goal 2.

Describe the agencies, budgets, functions, historical evolution, organizational structure, origin,
personnel, reports (mandated) and other aspects of State, county and municipal government in the
Maryland Manual Online.

Goal 3.

Facilitate a broad and better understanding of the archival record through educational programs and
published historical works searchable at the Archives of Maryland Online website (http://aomol.net).

Goal 4.

Manage, conserve, and exhibit State-owned fine arts collections; preserve State-owned public records.

Objective 1.2 Through fiscal year 2010 monitor and assess requirements for the permanent storage of electronic
records that are legally mandated to be transferred to or backed up by the Archives and provide the
information technology infrastructure to accomplish this objective.
2007
2008
2009
2010
Performance Measures
Actual
Actual Estimated Estimated
Inputs: Electronic record storage capacity (gigabytes)
94,700
153,600
153,600
153,600
Outputs: Electronic data managed (gigabytes)
70,200
75,778
76,530
77,198
Website files online (images, htmls, etc.)
183,111,023 197,444,647 204,631,966 211,631,000
Database Records Managed (millions)
10,474
9,097
9,167
9,237
Efficiency: Ratio of electronic data managed to storage capacity
74%
49%
50%
50%
Our fundamental strategy through 2012 will be to take a more active role in records management by supporting an effort
on behalf of the Records Management Division of the Department of General Services (DGS) and the Department of
Information Technology (DoIT) to develop a simplified means for agencies to conduct basic records inventory for all
agencies of state and local government.

Section III - - Archives’ IT Strategic Direction
1) Summary of Current Archives’ IT Environment
a. Background.
We are faced with some daunting challenges with regard to what of the electronic record we should and must be saving,
whether it is for legal purposes or for the necessary enlightenment of the public over time.
The State Archives is Maryland's historical agency and permanent records repository for government records, the ultimate
repository of the people’s records, as one Court Clerk has pointed out. An archives is the conscience of the public, the
repository of its collective memory, recording the history of the State. The Records Management Division of the
Department of General Services has responsibility for non-permanent or temporary records that can be disposed of after a
period of time. The Archives and Records Management currently share responsibility for the creation of disposition and
retention schedules. After records of an agency of State government are reviewed or appraised by archivists and records
managers, a determination is made for each type of record whether to keep the record and for how long; based on the
record's administrative, financial or historical value. The deposition and retention schedules cite if the record can be
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destroyed after some predetermined time; transferred to Records Management for eventual destruction; or transferred to
the Archives for permanent retention.
Although the vast majority of Maryland's permanent records exist in paper form and on microfilm, the past decade has
witnessed the rapid growth of electronic records. The same basic issues of appraisal, access, and preservation of
information that pertain to paper records also pertain to electronic records. Records once kept in paper or on microfilm
now exist on a variety of computer information systems. Many of these are permanent records, but their electronic form is
fragile and easily lost (witness the meltdown of Blackberry service and the untrackable nature of texting).
Developing strategies to preserve electronic records is a challenge to the agencies that manage the information, the
information system professionals as well as archivists and records managers.
Satisfactory management of electronic records requires that records be actively managed throughout their life cycle: from
creation, through all phases of access and use, to final disposition, whether that is permanent storage or eventual
destruction. It is important to understand the distinction between the life cycle of records and the life cycle of information
systems that create, manage and use the records and the life cycle of the media on which the records are stored. The life
cycle of records often exceeds the life cycle of the information system in which the records are originally created or
captured.
Likewise, some storage media will significantly outlast the hardware and software necessary to retrieve and display the
records stored on them. To successfully manage and maintain electronic records, it is important to determine if the
records will be needed beyond the life of the system where they are currently stored and, if necessary, to plan for the
migration of the records to a new system before the current system is retired.
Over the past five years we have created the finest electronic archives in the United States bar none, including the Library
of Congress and the National Archives, thanks to the support of the Judiciary. In the creation of http://mdlandrec.net we
have established the model, and the principle that any records that are created by government that are meant to be
permanent, should, start their life cycle at the Maryland State Archives, while leaving the accountable source of their
creation and daily administration with the agency charged by law with their creation and/or collection. We are working on
improved guidelines and regulations to encourage this to happen and will have new draft regulations in place for review
by the start of Fiscal Year 2010. They include the requirement that agencies will:
“… Provide for the ultimate disposition of the information, including
transfer of permanent electronic records to the Archives as soon as
they are created or born digital within a time frame agreed upon in the
records retention and disposition schedule;”
Consistent with the Department of Information Technology’s (DoIT) statewide Information Technology Master Plan for
FY 2010, we will endeavor to reinforce the principle that permanent records born digital belong at their inception at the
Archives for both security backup and disaster recovery, as well as for long term access to permanently valuable public
information. We have already established a prototype web site for the complete automation of transferring both paper and
electronic records to the Archives and are working closely with the Executive Department to make this routine with
regard to Executive records, just as we have done with Land records. (http://transfer.mdsa.net) The successful
management and preservation of electronic records, however is not something that we can undertake alone. It will take
the creative energy of IT professionals, archivists and records managers working together to preserve the essential
information of government in a permanent format that is accountable, verifiable, and susceptible to a transparent
migration from the media format of today to the media format of tomorrow in the most effective and cost efficient manner
possible.
The first step is to carefully examine IT operations with regard to what must be saved permanently as the permanent
public record and what form that record should take. The second is to use the state’s Records Retention and Disposal
scheduling process and the Archives Electronic Archives as the “safe harbor” for discovery of public access to public
information in its most elementary, live, electronic form. We hope that agencies would also consider using the Archives
as the ultimate disaster recovery resource and as the referral place for most, if not all, PIA (Public Records Information
Requests). In doing so, we suspect that agencies will actually be able to keep costs for Information Services at their
current projected level and possibly even save money. We saved the Judiciary ca. 20% of their own projected costs for
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creating a permanent imaging system for land records, one which at the time we offered to help, did not have a required
archival component.
A fundamental and critical strategy to achieve the above will be to enhance the http://transfer.mdsa.net site to include the
inventory component.

b. Drivers and Issues
Years ago, Maryland state government had a strong records management program. It began with a strong management
team at the Records Management Division and was complimented by a capable staff of records management
professionals able and willing to assist agencies in the development of records inventories and schedules. In addition,
most agencies employed professional records management staff which assisted DGS in the development of the five year
statewide inventory of records holdings. Over the past twenty years most all of those staff have been lost to layoffs and
attrition. The Records Management Division has but a few individuals left to coordinate the state’s records management
program.
The five year record inventory is an important starting point in determining the extent of permanent records that must be
cared for. It has not been successfully conducted in quite some time.
Complicating this is the move to automated systems at all levels of government. This presents archives with enormous
challenges and exciting opportunities. The challenges are to find the resources to store and make accessible the huge
volume of electronic records created by government each day. If this can be done, then basic services and records that
relate to the lives of every citizen, and the interaction between Maryland citizens and their government, will be available
at the click of a mouse. To meet these challenges and take advantage of the opportunities, the primary objective of the
Archives has been to create and maintain a truly viable and permanent electronic archives.
Electronic Records Management
“…The challenge is to determine which types of electronic records must be retained and for how long, as well as
how to best preserve them and make them available…”
For presentation purposes we have grouped the drivers and issues into two categories: statewide and inter-agency specific.
Statewide
When viewed in the context of the statewide Information Technology Master Plan, some of the drivers and issues are as
follows:
Platform – lack of standard platforms that support archival transfer of data
Disaster Recovery – The Archives can (and in many cases does) provide a reliable depository for essential agency
records. Agencies should be encouraged to explore this opportunity.
In the standards arena, agencies should be encouraged to incorporate information life cycle management into their
systems development initiatives and generally to their information technology practices. Our experience at the Archives
is that few if any agencies have an information life cycle management mentality or capability. More importantly, few, if
any, information technology operations recognize or accept any responsibility for adhering to the laws and regulations
related to record retention and disposition.
Thus, generally speaking effective records management is a significant issue facing perhaps every agency and local
government. Inadequate records management programs means, among other things, that there is no reliable inventory of
records upon which the Archives can base good planning for the accessioning of permanent record material. In the short
term, MSA will proto-type a web-based records inventory collection system that will serve to establish a baseline records
inventory process as a start.
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Another fundamental problem is that while we have fundamentally shifted from a paper-based records world to an
information technology environment, the processes and procedures for identifying and effectively migrating permanent
record material to the Archives has not yet matured. Indeed, there are many systems still being developed today that lack
the ability to migrate data into an archival form and format for efficient transfer to the Archives.
A good example of some of the problems associated with the management of electronic records is exemplified by
electronic mail (email).
Definitions:


E-mail systems store and deliver text messages and attachments from one computer user to another.



E-mail messages are electronic documents created and sent or received by a computer system. E-mail messages are
similar to other forms of communicated messages, such as correspondence, memoranda, and circular letters.



An e-mail message is a document or item created or received by an agency. Whether the e-mail serves to
document the organization, functions, policies, decisions, procedures, operations or other activities is the deciding
factor as to its status as a record.



What is a record?
“public record”


“original or any copy of any documentary material ... made ... or received by [an agency] in
connection with the transaction of public business” SG §10-611(g)(1)(i)



can be in “any form”, including without limitation: card, computerized record, correspondence,
drawing, film or microfilm, form, map, photograph or photostat, recording, tape SG §10-611(g)(1)(ii)



“public record” includes both printed and electronically stored versions of e-mail messages, email messages never printed out, and includes e-mail messages related to agency business on employee’s
home computer.
81 Opinions of the Attorney General 140 (1996)

What E-mail should be kept and how long?
E-mail should not be given any special treatment because in essence it is just like any other form of written
correspondence with the only differentiating quality being the medium or mode of delivery. E-mail itself is not to be
considered a record series or category. It is a means of transmission of messages or information. Like paper or
microfilm, e-mail is the medium by which this type of record is transmitted.
The two basic criteria in deciding what to keep are whether it is non-permanent or permanent. In basic terms nonpermanent retention is based on the time-value to the business function of the agency, while permanent retention is
based on the record's value after it no longer serves the agency's business requirement. E-mail messages that have
significant administrative, legal fiscal and/or historical value should be categorized under the appropriate record series.
Using the creating agencies current retention policy should be sufficient in guiding the record keeping.
Records with permanent value include but are not limited to the following:

Documentation of state policy (laws, rules, and court decisions),

Documentation of the policy process (minutes of meetings, transcripts of selected hearings),

Protection of vital public information (births, deaths, marriages and reports).
Some suggestions on what the record creator should save:
· Personal E-mail [Delete]
· Non-Record Material [Delete]
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· Transitory E-Mail [Delete after certain time]
· Intermediate E-Mail [Delete by schedule]
· Permanent E-Mail [Delete only when permanent copy is made, forward copy to archives]
Transitory documents are of informational value, which serve to convey information of temporary importance in lieu
of oral communication. Intermediate documents have more significant value, may include but are not limited to:
Routine correspondence, Activity Reports, and weekly fiscal reports. Permanent documents are records that are
deemed of value over the life of creator. These may include but are not limited to: Meeting Minutes, Policy Statements,
and End of Year Reports.
Who should save e-mail and how?
Some feel the individual who sends an e-mail message should maintain a record copy of the message. However, the
varied use and wide distribution of e-mail may result in many exceptions to this rule that will have to be dealt with
internally. There are clearly instances when the recipient should maintain the record. Again, these issues need to be
discussed particularly in the context of the definition of a public record in the Public Information Act.
After brief periods in the IN-OUT boxes, messages of permanent value should be transferred to other boxes or to a
central server, based on business and retention requirements as stated in an approved schedule; E-mail that is
designated as permanent should be saved to an on-line storage folder or permanent near-line storage periphery.
In order to aid in the managing of the E-mail system the creator should provide descriptive subject lines. This not only
enhances the e-mail but also makes retention much easier.
The system should be maintained in a format that preserves contextual information and that facilitates retrieval and
access. The system should allow for periodic deletion of non-permanent messages. Both permanent and non-permanent
records should be stored in a logical filing system.
System administrator/Records officer of the creating agency should manage the e-mail system and forward on a
periodic basis, per retention schedule, file folders containing saved e-mail to the Archives
All of the above, even though related specifically to email, argues well for the establishment of a more robust and
comprehensive records management program in the State.
Some other problems related to records management:


Agencies tend to think of records in terms of paper files or series of paper files. Therefore, record retention
programs tend not to include vitally important electronic record series



Agencies have tried to hold onto records they designate as permanent



Many record series are not considered by an agency to be a records series. Examples:
o
o
o
o
o

Access Log Files
Security Log Files
Voice Mail
email
databases

Some issues related to data:





Collection and transfer
o
Open standards for transfer and retention need development and frequent updating
o
Proprietary applications must include data migration / export function
Conversion, assurance, consolidation and integration
Integrity - - monitoring and audit data flow
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Security
Correction and expungement
Delivery and sharing
As well as shielding and restricting
Certification

Inter-Agency Specific Drivers and Issues
Some inter-agency specific drivers and issues are summarized below:


Interoperability constraints. Collecting all of the electronic data designated for permanent retention presents a
myriad of issues with regard to formatting, transferring, updating, validation and verification



Data integrity. Converting data for preservation without losing content, style and quality



Data Security. Network security is becoming much more complicated. So, too, is system security



Backup and restore. Large amounts of data require different backup and restoration procedures



Data Delivery. The public is now accustomed to receiving 24 x 7 service from the Archives via the web, yet we
only have staff to operate weekday / daytime hours. Also, shielding and restricting access need to be effectively
applied where law or regulation demand.



Framework training. As increasingly sophisticated networking configuration is required, local IT staff need much
more extensive training to remain qualified to manage large networks. Focusing on internal networking issues
reduces the capacity to attend to application-level concerns.

c. IT Accomplishments
Far and away the greatest accomplishment of the Archives in the last couple years is the establishment of the electronic
archives and the implementation of mdlandrec.net. Some facts are as follows:
o
o
o
o
o

197,444,647 website files and images online
Images managed by nearly over 10,000,000,000 database records
Successful nightly migration of JIS mainframe data (DB2) to SQL Server
100 Terabytes of data replicated for protection
Last year delivered 52, 465 gigabytes of data via 631 million web requests

Some positive impacts are as follows:
o
o
o

Over 80,000 registered subscribers who heretofore had to go to the court to do research
Great efficiencies for agencies of State and local government who need access
Assurance of permanence of the record

Other accomplishments:
 Data Integrity – land record data processing and data flow is routinely audited
 Data Security
 Network protected by enterprise firewalls and host / PC firewalls monitored by IPS and MARS
 Critical systems are set up to be dual-host locally
 Critical databases mirrored locally
 Data Delivery – Multi-home Internet connections
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Although still in the final stages of implementation, our most recent accomplishment is the establishment of our disaster
recovery site at UMBC. This site presently replicates all images from the land record initiative mdlandrec.net and hosts
them at this remote site allowing the archives to fail over this critical system to UMBC at any time. The addition of a
SUN CIS/2 disk/tape library subsystem means that the archives will be able to back up essential data remotely and keep
back up tapes online at the remote facility.
Finally, we would like to make mention of a couple other significant websites of the Maryland State Archives:
http://mdslavery.net provides significant genealogical and historical insight into the heritage of Maryland’s
African American community.
http://teachingamericanhistorymd.net provides teaching materials and documents for the classroom for use by
teachers and students in elementary and secondary schools as well as colleges and universities.
http://mdmanual.net the Maryland Manual On-Line provides continuously updated information on Maryland
government.
http://mdelect.net the Who Are Your Elected Officials? Provides interactive mapping and address query
capability to find our who represents you and in Maryland Legislature and the congress and provides links to the
Maryland Manual On-Line.
http://poplargroveproject.blogspot.com/ The Poplar Grove Project is sponsored by the Maryland State Archives
and the C.V. Starr Center for the Study of the American Experience at Washington College.

d. IT Goals and Strategies
We will present the goals and strategies in terms of what we think are statewide requirements and agency specific items.
Statewide
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Policy and programmatic initiatives that should be addressed include:






With DoIT taking the lead develop model email retention and disposition policy and system
Development of standards for preservation of the permanent record (pdf – a)
Procurement authorities and agency staff need to have established guidelines and standards to refer to
when drafting requirements documents for information systems
Legacy systems need to be able to export data
Retention policies need to be developed, reviewed and enforced

Recommendations for each agency of state and local government:










Make sure your agency has a viable records management policy and procedure
Educate your IT staff on basic records management requirements
Inventory all information assets under control of the IT operation
Identify agency records manager or appoint an IT records manager
Incorporate the inventory into the records retention and disposition schedule
Integrate e-records management concepts and practices with comprehensive information management
policies, processes and objectives to assure the integrity of e-records and information
Employ ERM to support interoperability, timely and effective decision making, and improved services
to customers
Provide the tools for agencies to access e-records for as long as required and to transfer permanent erecords to MSA for preservation and future use by government and citizens
Design and architect means to migrate permanent record material to the archives immediately upon
creation (xml may be the way)

Agency Specific
Short term strategies (two fiscal years) specific to information technology are as follows:


Complete the build out of the UMBC disaster recovery / business continuity plan
(Perpetual Objective I Consolidation – supporting strategy 2 disaster recovery)



Development of regulations and model legislation



With DoIT taking the lead assist in development of prototype email retention and disposal model
(Perpetual Objective II Standards)



With DoIT and DGS develop model for records inventory
(Perpetual Objective II Standards)



Recommend open standard formats and protocols for data output and transfer
(Perpetual Objective II Standards)



Develop authenticated wireless connection in common research areas of MSA

Longer term Strategies


Develop new legislation and model records management program



Help DBM develop standards for data format, export and migratability for inclusion in IT purchases
and development projects



Migrate important permanent records series (or at least minimally the index data related thereto) to the
Archives as a security back-up measure



Create central data deposit services with full-scale multi-home network connections / providers
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Implement ecommerce solutions for online purchasing



Develop standard interfaces for other agencies to access online systems via proxy

Goals and Strategies related specifically to Mdlandrec.net
1.

2.

3.

4.
5.

6.

7.

Security
a. Improve password security by requiring users applying for new accounts to select a password reminder
question and answer. Current account holders would be asked to select a question the first time that they
access Version3 in order to update their account information. Users must answer their reminder
question correctly to get the password by email.
b. Reroute logout so that courthouse users are redirected to county home page instead of the
MDLANDREC login screen.
c. Improve validation in search forms to prevent users from entering invalid characters, make sure that
required fields are entered prior to submitting the query to the server, and improve query performance.
This validation also prevents users from locking up search threads on the servers by hitting the submit
button numerous times if they think the search is taking too long.
Searching
a. Modify database structure to improve performance and help prevent search queries from timing out.
b. Reduce the number of instances where user has to select desired book from a list of similarly named
volumes by cross matching JIS volume references to MSA accession numbers.
c. Improve the accuracy of the value of the ending page of instruments derived from JIS CAIS/COTT
data.
d. Add a new search box where the user can input a house number and street name. This search mimics
the existing street address search available on the Real Property website. This search can be turned on
or off based upon county.
e. Add data update date to website to reflect the most current dataset available in MDLANDREC
f. Add verified date for CAIS/COTT data on the search results and printed results page.
Navigation Improve navigation by:
a. Allowing users to view an entire instrument if they enter a page number in a jump box for a page in the
middle of the
b. Reroute users to page-by-page navigation from the CAIS/COTT search when the ending page of the
instrument is unknown so that the user can determine the end of an instrument
c. Reroute users to instrument-by-instrument navigation from the CAIS/COTT search when the ending
page of an instrument is known.
d. Display hyperlink for the instrument view only if the ending page of an instrument is known.
Appearance Simplify overall appearance of website to make pages easier to read, user interfaces selfexplanatory, and navigation more efficient.
DB2 Download. Streamline DB2 download of land record index data from the Judicial Information Systems
mainframe by adopting a DB2 log processing system that essentially journals changes in the data to the
Archives. This will:
a. Reduce demand on JIS mainframe
b. Establish “near time” update capability
c. Eliminate time and resource consuming whole downloads
Instrument Transfer. Work with the Judiciary to establish a verifiable and authenticable means to transfer land
record documents by instrument as opposed to the Judiciary consolidating instruments into artificial “volumes”
as has been the tradition. This is allow for more real time access to instruments and will help facilitate electronic
filing.
Data Replication. Complete the data replication model depicted in the Accomplishments section above.
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e. Agency Support of the State IT Master Plan
Consolidation
mdlandrec.net and plats.net (Statewide)
Implementation of mdlandrec.net allowed the Judiciary and the Archives to consolidate access to land record instruments
into one standard, consolidated system statewide as opposed to separate systems in each of the 24 circuit courts. Together,
these projects:









Make land records more widely accessible via the Internet
Reduce or eliminate the need for people to visit the courthouse
Enable the courts to provide constituents (state and local government, researchers and the land record
user community) with comprehensive access to recent and historical land record filings in conjunction
with existing materials relating to land use and ownership
Free the courts from the costs of storing and caring for collections of large, deteriorating materials that
are difficult and expensive to maintain and duplicate
Over time, eliminate the need to maintain costly and bulky microfilm reader printer equipment and film
storage devices in the State's courthouses
Operate in conjunction with ELROI the recordation system
Provide timely updates and efficient preservation of new land record filings.
Secure the State's significant investment in digital imaging and provide authentication and backup of
scanned images through duplicate archival images in the electronic 'vaults' of the Maryland State
Archives.

Disaster Recovery (Line of Business / Interagency)
The Archives is completing the build of a disaster recovery site at UMBC and would like to work with agencies to
establish DR relationships in which the Archives holds on to security copies of data or hosts applications.

Standards
Information Retention Standards (Statewide)
The Maryland State Archives is in the initial phases of redrafting regulations related to records retention. In addition, the
Archives will build and prototype a model web-based system for agencies to use to inventory records – a necessary
perquisite to development of a sound records management program.
Interoperability
Land Records Access
The Maryland State Archives is programming interfaces in to the mdlandrec.net system for both the State Department of
Assessments and Taxation in support of the ground rent legislation passed last year and to the Maryland National Capital
Parks and Planning Prince George’s County PGAtlas project.

Section IV
Agency IT Portfolio
Agency IT Portfolio:
1) Baseline IT Budget:
a) Total FY09 Budget:
b) Requested FY10 Budget:

$ 2,105,452
$ * budget not yet determined
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MISSION
The State Archives is the central depository for Maryland government records, and certain designated private records of
permanent value. Holdings date from 1634 to the present. They include colonial and State executive, legislative and judicial records;
county probate, land and court records; municipal records; and publications and reports of State, county and municipal government.
Special collections preserve records of religious bodies (particularly as they relate to the recording of births, deaths, and marriages),
businesses and associations, fine and decorative arts, as well as maps, newspapers, photographs, and private papers, including oral
histories. Our central mission is to appraise, acquire, describe, preserve, and make electronically available the permanent records of
the past, while providing reliable current information about Maryland State, county and municipal government. Materials are made
accessible through a secure and (where appropriate) web-enabled environment, continually compiled and updated for the benefit and
use of Maryland citizens and public officials.

VISION
A State that preserves government records (as well as certain designated private records) and provides access to them in a
convenient, cost-effective manner, and in a web-enabled environment.

KEY GOALS
Goal 1. Identify, appraise, acquire, describe, preserve, and make accessible records deemed to have permanent historical,
administrative, fiscal, legal or educational value. Where appropriate, make these materials available online.
Goal 2. Describe the agencies, budgets, functions, historical evolution, organizational structure, origin, personnel, reports (mandated)
and other aspects of State, county and municipal government in the Maryland Manual On-Line.
Goal 3. Facilitate a broad and better understanding of the archival record through educational programs and published historical
works searchable at the Archives of Maryland Online website (aomol.net).
Goal 4. Manage, conserve, and exhibit State fine arts collections.

STATE ARCHIVES
D60A10.01 ARCHIVES - STATE ARCHIVES
PROGRAM DESCRIPTION
The State Archives identifies, appraises, acquires, describes, preserves, and makes permanent records accessible within a
secure environment. The agency also describes the origin, functions, structure, personnel, and other aspects of Maryland State, county
and municipal government, and encourages the study of Maryland history and government.
MISSION
Our central mission is to acquire, describe, preserve, and make electronically available (in a secure and dynamic
environment) the permanent records of the past, while providing reliable current information to the public for a better understanding of
Maryland government and history.
KEY GOALS, OBJECTIVES, AND PERFORMANCE MEASURES
Goal 1. Identify, appraise, acquire, describe, and preserve records deemed to have permanent historical, administrative, fiscal, legal
or educational value.
Objective 1.1 Seek resources to secure all permanent records transferred to the Archives through Fiscal Year 2010.
2007
Performance Measures
Actual
Input: Record storage capacity (cubic feet)
331,556
Records in custody (cubic feet)
299,216
Outcome: Percent of storage capacity filled
90%
*(By December 2008, the Archives’ warehouses will be filled to capacity.)

2008
Actual
331,556
327,924
99%

2009
Estimated
331,556
*
*

2010
Estimated
331,556
*
*

Objective 1.2 Through Fiscal Year 2010, monitor and assess requirements for the permanent storage of electronic records
that are legally mandated to be transferred to or backed up by the Archives, and provide the information
technology infrastructure to accomplish these objectives.

Performance Measures
Input: Electronic record storage capacity (gigabytes)
Output: Electronic data managed (gigabytes)
Website files online (images, htmls, etc.)
Database records managed (millions)
Efficiency: Ratio of electronic data managed to storage capacity

2007
2008
2009
2010
Actual
Actual Estimated Estimated
94,700
153,600
153,600
153,600
70,200
75,778
76,530
77,198
183,111,023 197,444,647 204,631,966 211,631,000
10,474
9,097
9,167
9,237
74%
49%
50%
50%

Goal 2. Make accessible records of permanent value. Where appropriate and possible, make those records available online.
Objective 2.1 By Fiscal Year 2010, increase data transferred via the web by at least 3,914% over Fiscal Year 2004.

Performance Measures
Input: Inquiries received via traditional sources
In person visits to the Archives
Website requests - hits on servers (in thousands)
Output: Items circulated to Searchroom (in person)
Data transferred via web (gigabytes)
Outcome: Increase in data transferred electronically**
** (calculated from Fiscal Year 2004 baseline of 1,527 gigabytes)

2007
Actual
131,667
7,061
605,265
8,646
48,539
3,079%

2008
Actual
115,185
5,323
631,229
8,194
52,465
3,336%

2009
Estimated
115,000
5,500
658,306
8,200
56,709
3,614%

2010
Estimated
130,000
7,000
686,545
8,600
61,295
3,914%

STATE ARCHIVES
D60A10.01 ARCHIVES - STATE ARCHIVES (Continued)
Goal 3. Facilitate a broad and better understanding of Maryland government and the archival record through the Maryland Manual,
educational programs, and published historical works; and preserve for research Maryland government publications and
reports.
Objective 3.1
In Fiscal Year 2010, describe Maryland State, county and municipal government in the
Maryland Manual On-Line; seek funding for a printed edition; and identify, preserve, and make
accessible on line government publications and reports.

Performance Measures
Input: Government agencies described
Output: Files maintained, compiled, edited, & posted
Graphics accessioned and scanned
Objective 3.2

2007
Actual
676
8,256
694

2008
Actual
720
8,911
757

2009
Estimated
720
9,802
500

2010
Estimated
720
10,782
500

In Fiscal Year 2010, add value to the understanding of the archival record by interpretation of records,
electronic publication of historical compilations and analyses, and research on the constitutional, legal,
legislative, judicial and administrative basis of Maryland government (aomol.net), and the Legacy of
Slavery in Maryland (mdslavery.net.)

2007
2008
2009
2010
Performance Measures*
Actual
Actual Estimated Estimated
*(for non-land record-related volumes)
Output: Archives of Maryland Online number of volumes
476
754
776
788
Archives of Maryland Online image files posted on web
558,598
584,646
604,646
624,646
Archives of Maryland Online website requests – hits on servers
10,357,082 25,048,471 30,058,165 36,069,798
Legacy of Slavery Program number of individuals identified
23,785
35,446
35,546
35,646
Legacy of Slavery Program number of outreach activities
56
49
50
50
Outcome: Archives of Maryland Online increased use over prior year
107%
140%
20%
20%

STATE ARCHIVES
D60A10.02 ARTISTIC PROPERTY - STATE ARCHIVES
PROGRAM DESCRIPTION
The Commission on Artistic Property is the official custodian of the State’s art collections. Artistic Property, Preservation
and Public Outreach is responsible, through the Commission on Artistic Property, for the care and management of all State-owned art
objects that comprise the Annapolis Collection and the Peabody Art Collection. This program provides research on the State House
and Government House, and support for the State House Trust and Government House Trust. It also creates exhibitions of Stateowned art collections and other archival materials.
MISSION
To manage the State art collections through their proper appraisal, storage, and conservation. To provide support for the State
House Trust, and Government House Trust, and research their documentary histories. To interpret and exhibit State-owned artwork
through display in public buildings and other places accessible to the public.
VISION
A State that promotes an understanding of its most historic buildings and an appreciation of Maryland’s visual and decorative
arts through the exhibition and interpretation of its artistic property.
KEY GOALS, OBJECTIVES, AND PERFORMANCE MEASUREMENTS
Goal 1. Inventory, catalogue, insure, and preserve State art collections.
Objective 1.1 Inventory, catalogue, and insure all of the State art collections on an annual basis.

Performance Measures
Input: Annapolis Collection:
Fine arts objects
Insured value of collection (in millions)
Peabody Collection:
Fine arts objects
Works on paper (watercolors, drawings & prints)
Insured value of collection (in millions)
Output: Percent of capitalized fine arts objects inventoried –
Annapolis and Peabody Collections
Quality: Rate of compliance with government regulations to
inventory State art collections

2007
Actual

2008
Actual

2009
Estimated

2010
Estimated

1,037
$10,900

1,553
$11,842

1,573
$11,900

1,593
$11,900

368
1,100
$19,205

449
1,100
$19,205

449
1,100
$19,205

449
1,100
$19,205

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

Objective 1.2 By the close of Fiscal Year 2011, conserve all of State art from the Annapolis Collection that is on public
display and classified as being in poor or fair condition (per 2000 condition survey) in order to preserve the
State's investment in the Collections and increase the number of works available for exhibition. By the close
of Fiscal Year 2012, conserve all State art from the Peabody Collection classified as being in poor or fair
condition (per 2001 condition survey) in order to preserve the State's investment in the Collection and
increase the number of works available for exhibition.
2007
2008
2009
2010
Performance Measures
Actual
Actual Estimated Estimated
Input: Annapolis Collection:
Items in poor condition
215
422
427
432
Items in fair condition
314
520
525
530
Peabody Collection:
Fine arts objects in poor condition
154
152
151
151
Fine arts objects in fair condition
94
92
92
91

STATE ARCHIVES
D60A10.02 ARTISTIC PROPERTY - STATE ARCHIVES (Continued)
2007
Performance Measures
Actual
Input: Fine arts objects in good condition
153
Works on paper in poor condition (watercolors, drawings & prints)
109
Works on paper in fair condition
647
Works on paper in good condition
344
Output: Annapolis Collection objects conserved
6
Peabody Collection fine arts objects and works on paper conserved
2
Outcome: Percent of items in poor or fair condition conserved
0.3%
Efficiency: Percent of Annapolis Collection fine arts in good condition
49%
Percent of Peabody Collection fine arts objects and works on paper
in good condition
31.6%

2008
Actual
205
109
647
344
44
5
2.5%
39%

2009
Estimated
206
109
647
344
10
1
0.6%
39%

2010
Estimated
207
109
647
344
10
1
0.6%
39%

45%

46%

46%

Goal 2. Provide public access to State art collections.
Objective 2.1 By June 2010 increase the number of items in the Annapolis and Peabody Collections on display to the
public.
Performance Measures
Input: Annapolis Collection total number of items
(capitalized inventory only)
Peabody Art Collection total number of items
(not including works on paper collection)
Output: Annapolis Collection items on display
(capitalized inventory only)
Peabody Art Collection items on display
(not including works on paper)
Outcome: Percent of Annapolis Collection items on display
Percent of Peabody Art Collection items on display
(not including works on paper)

2007
Actual

2008
Actual

2009
Estimated

2010
Estimated

782

793

813

833

368

449

449

449

678

517

537

557

141
87%

254
65%

256
66%

258
67%

38%

57%

57%

57%

Objective 2.2 By June 2010, increase the number of online catalogue pages for the State art collections available on the
Internet by 10% in order to increase public awareness of the collections

Performance Measures
Output: Online catalog pages of State-owned art collections
available on Archives’ website

2007
Actual

2008
Actual

2009
Estimated

2010
Estimated

877

1027

1037

1047

Note: The increase from 2007 to 2008 in the number of fine art objects in both the Annapolis and Peabody Collections reflects not
only new accessions, but also a more detailed count of actual objects that more accurately indicates the size of Collections. For
example, a dinner service counted as one single object in earlier years, under one accession number, actually may have 30 separate
pieces comprising the set thereby increasing the number of items in the collection by 29.
The 33% increase of objects noted above has not affected the total insurance value of the Collections, because the value of newly
counted objects already was listed in the database. Any changes to the overall insured value of the Annapolis and Peabody collections
reflect the value of objects accessioned in Fiscal Year 2008 and reappraisals of select objects.
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DISCUSSION OF PERFORMANCE – UNITS OF MEASUREMENT
The Managing for Results (MFR) submission for the State Archives highlights critical functions of the agency and articulates a plan for achieving measurable results in the
programs most important to our mission. Goals for the Archives’ principal program (DA10.01) focus on the core requirements of the agency to:

Serve as custodian of the State’s permanent records and collections

Make accessible records of permanent value

Provide intellectual interpretation
Accomplishing these goals is hindered by a lack of archival space to store permanent records and fine arts and the lack of adequate General Funds to support agency operations.
As we all prepare to face the new records challenges confronting government at all levels in the 21st Century, it becomes obvious that Maryland’s archival program needs to
refocus attention on some basic requirements of a successful and effective archival program. MFR and budget documents together define the fundamental infrastructure required
for a successful archives. These include both an adequate physical infrastructure (suitable archival storage for traditional record formats) and a robust information technology
infrastructure (sufficient storage and retrieval for electronic record formats). But a successful archival program also needs the support of a robust and proactive records
management program. The records management program, now a part of the Department of General Services, began life as an Archival initiative in 1953. But while subsequent
governmental reorganization separated the Archives from records management administratively, they remained closely tied functionally. This is because an effective records
management program provides a comprehensive system of guidelines and procedures for efficient and economical control of records and information created, received, used, and
kept by agencies of State, county, and local government. It includes control of a piece of paper (or other records media or format) through its life cycle -- from its creation to its
transfer to the State Archives for permanent retention or its final disposition (destruction by recycling, burning, shredding, etc.).

Basic Archival Infrastructure:
Maryland has a long tradition of statutory guarantees protecting the integrity of its public records and providing adequate facilities to support a strong state archival program. From
colonial acts ordering the transcription and rebinding of record volumes to nineteenth-century laws endorsing and subsidizing the efforts of the State Library and the Maryland
Historical Society to locate and preserve historically significant documents, Maryland’s lawmakers have never lost sight of the responsibility articulated by Governor John
Seymour in 1704 to “secure the laws and records of your country, for the advantage and quiet of future generations”. The laws establishing and governing the Maryland Hall of
Records Commission (1935 Md. Laws, Ch. 18; 1941 Md. Laws, Ch. 825) built upon this tradition by mandating the collection of records from all levels of government. The
legislation provided broad powers for the new entity to collect “old court records, official documents, records, reports, old newspapers, church records, private papers, and other
historical data pertaining to the history of the Province and State of Maryland from the earliest times.” The first Hall of Records building, opened in 1935, was conceived as part of
the Tercentenary (300th) Anniversary of the founding of Maryland. It gained almost immediate notice for its state-of-the-art design and for many years served as a model for other
states planning new archival facilities.
By requiring that all public records created prior to April 28, 1788, the date Maryland ratified the United States Constitution, be deposited in the Hall of Records, the General
Assembly ensured the creation of a core of important local records from which the fledgling agency could build its collections. These acts also stated that records in state and local
government agencies not needed for office use should be offered to the State Archivist. Subsequent legislation expanded the responsibility of the Hall of Records to include the
scheduling of records for disposal (1949 Md. Laws Ch. 755), and the development of a state records management program (1953 Md. Laws Ch.436). These laws formed the
framework within which the Hall of Records built the successful program of which Ernst Posner observed in American State Archives (1964) “the Maryland Hall of Records
enjoys an enviable reputation as one of the leading state archival agencies.”
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By the late 1970s, the dramatic growth in state government activity in the twentieth century was reflected in an exponential surge in the production of permanent records destined
for eventual transfer to the Hall of Records. This phenomenon coincided with an equally remarkable increase in the level of reference demand, fueled in no small part by the
widespread interest in genealogy engendered by Alex Haley’s Roots. Government records suddenly had become a growth industry, and this translated into increasing strain on the
state’s archival agency. In 1984, the Maryland General Assembly enacted legislation (1984 Md. Laws Ch. 286) that reconfirmed the state’s long-standing commitment to an
effective archival program. This law established the State Archives as an independent agency in the Executive Department. As perhaps the crowning achievement in the
celebration of the 350th anniversary of Maryland’s founding, the State constructed the new Hall of Records Building in Annapolis. The new Hall of Records Building, completed in
1986, was predicted to meet the State’s permanent records storage needs for the next 25 years. But today, still 3 years short of that target, it is clear that this estimate was overly
optimistic.
Records transfers to the Archives over the past 20 years have exceeded expectations. The main Archives facility in Annapolis was filled to capacity before 2000. Agency demand
to transfer records to archival storage is not expected to subside, and in fact, agencies should be encouraged to move permanent record material out of office space and into archival
storage as a necessary and desirable component of any sound records management program. Despite the migration from paper to electronic records in government, the quantity of
permanent records created by State and local government continues to grow. The rate of growth is now impossible to gauge due to inaccurate and incomplete reporting of record
retention schedules to the Department of General Services (DGS). Several years ago a vastly incomplete records inventory conducted by DGS estimated an additional 164,913
cubic feet of permanent material was still housed with originating agencies. This estimate is bound to be quite low.
The most basic requirement for records preservation is to move records from a costly (often destructive) office environment to the secure and environmentally stable custody of the
State Archives. A huge obstacle to achieving this primary objective is the lack of space in which to safely house archival material. Presently, in addition to the Dr. Edward C.
Papenfuse State Archives Building in Annapolis, three adjunct facilities hold government records of permanent value. Together, they have the capacity to store 331,556 cubic feet
of permanent record material. Significantly, over half of the total holdings of permanent record material resides in substandard, rented facilities. Fluctuations in temperature and
humidity destroy paper records. The lack of ANY temperature and humidity controls in the rented spaces threatens the longevity of these permanent records.
Further, the Archives will run out of available space to house new records accessions by early 2009. Even before the beginning of fiscal year 2010 we will have to fi nd additional
space to serve as at least a temporary home for records of permanent value. At best, this is only a stop gap measure. Warehouses generally are substandard from an archival
standpoint for many reasons. The fabric of the building (its floors, foundation, structural columns, roof, etc.), available HVAC to maintain a constant level of temperature,
humidity, and air quality, the means to control light, building security, and fire detection and suppression systems in such facilities all fall far short of archival requirements. The
plan to build an archival facility, approved in the five-year capital budget plan, should be fast-tracked as a long-term solution to address this unsatisfactory situation.

Electronic Archives Infrastructure:
Through Fiscal Year 2008, in partnership with the Maryland Judiciary, the Archives focused on creating a model for preserving and accessing electronic records of permanent
value. The program focused on completing the initial development and implementation of mdlandrec.net. Initiation of plats.net, ELROI (the courts' recordation system), and the
mdlandrec.net partnership has enabled Maryland to become the first state in the nation to provide efficient and cost-effective access to existing records relating to land use and
ownership. This effort also insures a means by which to preserve and make accessible those records that the Courts identified as in danger of being lost forever. In addition,
mdlandrec.net helps secure the State's significant investment in the digital imaging of land records by enabling older ELROI images to migrate to a cost-effective archival
environment.
By the end of Fiscal Year 2008, mdlandrec.net was fully implemented in all 24 circuit courts. In the process, the Archives acquired and migrated 169,702,870 land record and
index images into the Archives’ mass storage arrays. At the same time, the Archives generated archival microfilm and provided security duplicates of some 9,700,323 images of
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recent filings from the courts. Moreover, the Archives added 39,391 images to plats.net, Maryland's digital system for accessing plats. As of June 30, 2008, the Archives, in sum,
made available more than 170,785,899 digital images of Maryland plats, land records, and indices through plats.net and mdlandrec.net.
The Archives has expanded the model of the Electronic Archives to include making other record series, compilations of records, and interpretive analysis of records available
online. In addition to land records and survey materials, other initiatives to expand the Electronic Archives include image reference and retrieval systems for historic site survey
materials from the Maryland Historical Trust (mdihp.net), birth and death indices (mdvitalrec.net), historic photographs (mdhistpics.net), official photographs from the Office of
the Governor (mdgovpics.net), wills and other probate records (mdprobate.net), Maryland’s laws and colonial records (aomol.net), and materials relating to the history of slavery
in Maryland (mdslavery.net).
The documented achievements of these interagency initiatives, impressive as they may be, represent just a portion of the challenge confronting the Archives. Thousands of records
- many of them vital to the lives of our citizens - require preservation in electronic form. The challenge for the State in Fiscal Year 2010 and beyond, in accordance with the
requirements of the Fiscal Year 2010 Information Technology Master Plan developed by the Department of Information Technology, is to bring the State’s electronic public
records under efficient records management control and to develop policies and procedures, supported by a robust IT infrastructure, to make it easier for agencies at all levels of
government to fulfill their legal obligations to ensure that permanently valuable electronic records are properly identified, adequately described, securely preserved, and kept
permanently accessible in Maryland’s Electronic Archives.
At the most fundamental level, the consequences of not dealing effectively with the challenges of bringing electronic records under more effective records management control can
be summed up quite simply: future generations will be deprived of access to materials that secure and protect their rights and shape and define our society and ourselves.

Support for Records Management Program:
Agencies have long been required to develop and maintain records retention and disposal schedules. These schedules describe each category of public record created or received by
an agency and define a period of time for which each must be maintained. Most records can be safely destroyed after a few years, but a small percentage are identified as having
enough administrative, fiscal, legal, historical, or other archival value to merit their being kept permanently. Some agencies do a good job of records management. Most do not.
The last twenty years has seen a steady decline in this most basic “good government” function.
The Fiscal Year 2010 Information Technology Master Plan of the Department of Information Technology endorses the view that agency electronic data and data systems constitute
public records that must be brought under proper records management control. In the past, most agencies did not always consider their data files to be public records. In many
cases agencies attempted to maintain all their data in-house, often in proprietary systems, with no provision made for the transfer of permanently valuable data in the Electronic
Archives. It was common for electronic records not to be covered by agency retention schedules, for data heedlessly to be deleted from information systems, and for data to end up
on inaccessible tape back up systems. This state of affairs is very similar to that which existed with paper records sixty years ago. At that time, the explosive growth of government
at all levels gave rise to concerns that government was in imminent danger of losing control of its records. In response to this challenge the Hall of Records instituted a records
management program to help agencies to identify, to describe, to appraise, and generally to manage the life-cycle of their paper records. Simultaneously, reacting to the threat
posed first by Nazi submarines and later by Soviet missiles, the State Archivist embarked on a program to produce security copies of the State’s most important records using the
new technology of microphotography. Interestingly enough, back in 1942, the concern was greatest, not about current records, but about the oldest historical records of the State,
possibly because only six years before the State had built a state of the art archives building christened The Maryland Hall of Records, and had begun moving all the historical
records of the State there from local courthouses where the threat of fire and loss was endemic. By 1946, 256 reels of what then State Archivist Dr. Morris Radoff deemed the most
important holdings of the Maryland Hall of Records (now known as the Maryland State Archives) were completed. Within 20 years it had become standard practice for many
agencies to produce security microfilm of their most important paper records, depositing the master negatives of permanent records in the Archives for safekeeping.
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An agency’s lack of a current records retention and disposition schedule means that there is no knowledge of important records outside of that particular unit of government. It also
means that there is no legitimate way to determine what to hold on to or for how long, and no legitimate process for an agency to dispose of any of its records. The absence of a
records schedule, the lynch pin of any effective records management program, stymies effective planning for and execution of any information lifecycle management scheme.
Executive management of all three branches of Maryland state government, county and municipal leaders and the Archives need to support and expand upon the records
scheduling activities of the Department of General Services’ Records Management Division (DGS) especially those efforts to bring the State’s permanent electronic records under
effective records management control through:
 Providing a reasonable level of outreach to county and local government agencies, many of whom have no understanding or knowledge of their record keeping
responsibilities.
 Encouraging all levels of government to regularly deposit permanent electronic data in the Electronic Archives.
 Encouraging state agencies to utilize the efficient DGS warehouse facilities and staff to store and then destroy non-permanent records.
 Safeguarding electronic records created and maintained in proprietary agency systems by transferring these records into the non-proprietary, State-controlled Electronic
Archives maintained by the Archives.
 Establishing policies, procedures, and online resources to make the inventory and transfer of permanent electronic records easier.
 Revising records management and archives regulations as necessary to facilitate the scheduling of government records and publications.
We have made a good start in all these areas upon which we must continue to build. A records management policy study group with representatives from DGS, Archives, the
Department of Budget and Management and the Attorney General’s Office developed guidelines for records management in general and agency e-mail retention in particular. The
Archives has placed online this advice, procedures, and links to helpful resources. The Archives and DGS will work cooperatively to reviewing existing regulations and explore the
need for legislation to bring governmental publications and electronic records under better records management control.
Conclusion
It is the Archives essential mission to appraise, acquire, describe, preserve, and make electronically available the permanent records of the past, while providing current
information about Maryland and its State, county and municipal governments.
Since 1995, the Archives has led in the electronic delivery of services to Maryland citizens. Through its partnership with Maryland’s Judiciary, the Archives inaugurated a model
electronic archives that has proven a success. With plats.net and mdlandrec.net on the internet, customer traffic in the court has been diminished. The ease of access has afforded
an economic benefit to the State and to the companies that use these legal instruments. This phenomenal increase in access to public records was accompanied by a similar
increase in the effective preservation of these materials. Hundreds of thousands of originals were retired from public circulation and transferred to secure archival storage. They
were replaced by digital copies that could be more easily and widely distributed than ever was possible with the originals. This effort will continue through Fiscal Year 2010,
making it possible to retire tens of thousands of deteriorating at-risk original records from public circulation, placing them in archival storage, and effectively preserving them for
future generations. At the same time, these materials are being made available digitally to a far broader constituency than was ever dreamed of at any prior time in history. But for
all of this undoubted achievement, in some ways Maryland’s public records are potentially at greater collective risk than at any previous time. Leadership is needed at all levels
and all branches of government to secure these materials for future generations by:
o
o
o

Revitalizing agency records management programs
Providing secure archival storage
Giving clear guidance and direction as well as providing an easy to use records inventory mechanism.
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DA10.02 ARTISTIC PROPERTY
The State of Maryland is extremely fortunate to own two art collections that are of enormous national artistic and historical importance - the Annapolis Collection and the Peabody
Collection. Both are important cultural assets for Maryland and its citizens. These state-owned art collections are made accessible to the public through permanent display and
temporary exhibitions within the Annapolis complex, at cultural institutions in Baltimore, and through the Archives’ website.
Commissioned and collected by the state over more than two centuries, the Annapolis Collection is on display throughout the Annapolis complex and adds immeasurably to the
interpretation of these public buildings, particularly the State House and Government House. Without the portraits of Maryland's four Signers of the Declaration of Independence,
and the historical portraits Washington, Lafayette and Tilghman at Yorktown and Washington Resigning His Commission, the State House would not be nearly as historically and
artistically interesting as it is today. These works of art, and others, are at the core of the state’s curriculum for elementary school students studying Maryland history, and feature
significantly in any public tour of the State House.
Assembled by prominent Baltimoreans for the benefit of all Maryland citizens, the Peabody Collection is a significant collection of American and European art of the 18th, 19th
and 20th centuries. Recent loan requests for paintings in the Peabody Collection have come from major cultural institutions in Europe and the U.S. This collection, once largely
unknown, has been made more accessible through imaging technology and is an important resource for art history scholars around the world.
Through Fiscal Year 2009, the Commission will continue work on conserving some of the most historically and artistically important items in the Collections, including the
renowned portraits of William Pitt and William Paca. Conservation will also continue on the Thurgood Marshall Memorial located on Lawyers Mall. We are gratified that the
State is recognizing the importance of the art work it owns and is taking responsibility for its long-term preservation. To supplement State funds, the Commission also seeks other
funding sources for conservation: through loans to other institutions which have agreed to pay for conservation of borrowed items, and through grants to conserve specific,
historically important works of art. Commission staff also works closely with the staff of Government House on matters relating to artwork and exhibits, and the preservation of
the residence and its furnishings.
In Fiscal Year 2007 work began to completely transform the visitor experience to the State House. Commission staff supervised the development of a Visitor Experience Master
Plan for the State House, and an Historic Furnishings Report for the recreation of the Old House of Delegates Chamber as it existed in the high Victorian style of the 1870s. Due
to the closure of the State House in 2008, and the need to accommodate construction work associated with the piping project, all of the exhibits in the State House (originally
installed in 1983) were removed and most will not be reinstalled. A plan has been completed for new interpretive exhibits in the State House, and the Commission will be
submitting a request to design and implement these essential elements of the visitor experience in our state’s most historic building.
Additionally, the Commission is requesting funding to staff a Visitors Center within the State House in order to fill the vacuum left by the departure this year of the Division of
Tourism Development which previously operated a Welcome Center, including interpretive tours, to serve the approximately 200,000 annual visitors to the building.
Finally, one of the most fundamental responsibilities of cultural institutions which own fine art on behalf of the public is to adequately store and care for those elements of the
collection that are not on public display. Over 1,000 items in the collections are housed at other institutions. Many, including the Baltimore Museum of Art, the Walters,
M.I.C.A., the Peabody, etc., do not charge the state for storage. Indeed, many of these institutions even assist with conservation. Most of those objects, however, are stored in
rented space that has long been documented as being inappropriate. In addition to inadequate temperature and humidity controls, the landlord has acknowledged security breaches
which resulted in damage to some of the objects. The Archives has also been informed that the rent will increase substantially in Fiscal Year 2009. Funds need to be allocated for
the storage of our fine arts.

STATE ARCHIVES
Objectives and Strategies Fiscal Year 2010
D60A10.01 ARCHIVES - STATE ARCHIVES
Objective 1.1 Seek resources to be able to accommodate all permanent records transferred to the Archives through Fiscal year 2010.
Strategy 1.1.1 Monitor requests for records transfers to ensure that they do not exceed capacity
Strategy 1.1.2 Work with DGS and DBM on a facilities master plan for an archival facility to accommodate records now
housed in substandard, rented facilities
Strategy 1.1.3 Process, on a daily basis, all land record instruments transferred from the courts
Strategy 1.1.4 Provide daily updates to land record index data from the courts
Objective 2.1 By Fiscal year 2010, increase data transferred via the web by at least 3,914% over Fiscal year 2004.
Strategy 2.1.1
Strategy 2.1.2
Strategy 2.1.3
Strategy 2.1.4
Strategy 2.1.5

Increase storage capacity while retiring the Hitachi 5400 series storage array
Monitor use of critical applications and add server, load-balancing and bandwidth capacity as necessary
Rescan or with image-enhancing techniques make more legible images derived from poor microfilm
As resources allow, scan more indexes and record series for the web
Provide emergency failover and disaster recovery capability for major applications

Objective 3.1 In Fiscal Year 2010, describe Maryland State, county and municipal government in the Maryland Manual On-Line,
seek funding for a printed edition, and preserve for research government publications and reports.
Strategy 3.1.1 Maintain current information online about government agencies, budgets, functions, historical evolution,
organizational structure, origin, personnel, and reports in the Maryland Manual On-Line.
Strategy 3.1.2 Identify, preserve, and make accessible on line electronic government publications and reports.
Objective 3.2 In Fiscal Year 2010, Interpret archival records through electronic publication of historical compilations, analyses, and
research on the constitutional, legal, legislative, judicial and administrative basis of Maryland government via
Archives of Maryland Online (aomol.net), and the Legacy of Slavery in Maryland program (mdslavery.net.)
Strategy 3.2.1 Convert Archives of Maryland Online (aomol.net) to a more up-to-date, user-friendly model.
Strategy 3.2.2 Answer research inquires from government agencies, officials, and the press, and prepare research materials
for use while digitizing related materials and placing them online.
Strategy 3.2.3 Apply for additional grants to continue and expand research in the Legacy of Slavery program.

Strategy 3.2.4 Assist Maryland teachers to incorporate archival materials into the National History Standard curricula and,
with the use of primary documents in the classroom, participate in the federally funded Teaching American
History program.
Strategy 3.2.5 Conduct cooperative research on and seek grant funding for the history of the Maryland Commission for
Women and the Maryland Women's Heritage Center.
Strategy 3.2.6 Assist local law school students and the State Archivist in the random sampling, appraisal, and analysis of
court files, and teach students how to find and read historical records.
Strategy 3.2.7 Manage student outreach and internships to mentor young people interested in the archival field whose work
preserves, interprets and provides access to Maryland records.

STATE ARCHIVES
Objectives and Strategies Fiscal Year 2010
DA10.02 ARTISTIC PROPERTY - STATE ARCHIVES
Objective 1.1

Inventory, catalogue, and insure all of the State art collections on an annual basis.

Strategy 1.1.1 In Fiscal Years 2009 and 2010 conduct an annual physical inventory of all State artwork. Revalue the most
important works and report updated insurance values to the appropriate fiscal officers.
Objective 1.2

In order to preserve the State’s investment in the Annapolis Collection, by close of Fiscal Year 2011, conserve
100% of State art objects in the Collection that are on public display and are classified as being in poor or fair
condition (per 2000 condition survey). In order to preserve the State’s investment in the Peabody Collection and
increase the number of its works available for exhibition, by close of Fiscal Year 2012, conserve 100% of State art
objects in the Collection classified as being in poor or fair condition (per 2001 condition survey).

Strategy 1.2.1 The appropriation of State funding for conservation work in Fiscal Years 2009 and 2010 will make possible
the preservation of three to five of the most historically and artistically important objects in the State art
collections in preparation for them to be placed on public display. To pursue funding for additional
conservation, the Archives will solicit grants from federal and private sources, based on the national historical
significance of the collections. With other agencies interested in displaying State artwork, the Archives will
pursue 100% reimbursable conservation projects and explore forming partnerships with other institutions to
achieve conservation goals through the potential loan of artwork from the collections.
Objective 2.1

By June 2010 increase the number of items in the Annapolis and Peabody Collections on display to the public.

Strategy 2.1.1 Pursue opportunities to display objects in the State art collections in State facilities and exhibition sites, seek to
collaborate with museums and other arts organizations on exhibitions that feature objects from the State art
collections.
Objective 2.2

By June 2010, increase the number of online catalogue pages for the State art collections available on the Internet by
10% in order to increase public awareness of the collections

Strategy 2.2.1 Update electronic records accession data for the State art collections, and place research data and other
information relating to the State-owned art objects on-line.

As the sun thou shalt enlighten America
Calvert Medal c. 1632
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A.

Project Overview
The Maryland State Archives
350 Rowe Boulevard
Annapolis, MD 21401

The most fundamental objectives of the agency as it
relates to both record material and fine art can be
summed up in three words:
•

Mission:

•

The State Archives is the central depository for
Maryland government records, and certain designated
private records of permanent value. Holdings date
from 1634 to the present. Our central mission is to
appraise, acquire, describe, preserve and make
electronically available the permanent records of the
past, while providing reliable current information
about Maryland state, county and municipal
government. Materials are made accessible through a
secure and (where appropriate) web-enabled
environment continually compiled and updated for
the benefit and use of Maryland citizens and public
officials.
Through the Commission on Artistic Property, the
Archives is also responsible for the care and
management of the state-owned fine arts collections,
which are comprised of the Annapolis Collection and
the Peabody Art Collection. This program provides
research on the State House and Government House
and support for the State House Trust and
Government House Trust and creates exhibitions of
state-owned art collections and other archival
materials.

•

Preservation
Access
Explanation

Description:
Construct a temperature and humidity controlled facility to
accommodate permanent paper and electronic record
transfers to the Archives and the consolidation of record
material currently housed in substandard rented facilities.
The new facility will also include space to accommodate the
state’s fine art collections and provide for art conservation,
display and interpretation.

Historical Summary
As the historical agency for Maryland, the State Archives is the
central depository for government records of permanent value.
Records date from the founding of the Maryland colony in 1634 to
the present. These records are described in the State Archives' Guide
to Government Records. They include colonial and State executive,
legislative and judicial records; vital records; county probate, land
and court records; business records; publications and reports of the
state, county and municipal governments; records of religious
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bodies; and special collections of maps, newspapers, photographs,
and private papers.
In December of 1704, John Seymour, Maryland’s Royal Governor,
admonished the Provincial Assembly to “secure the laws and
records of your country, for the advantage and quiet of future
generations”. Seymour’s words are as timely today as they were
300 years ago. Unless we take the steps necessary to preserve,
maintain, and make available the documentary heritage we have
inherited, we will have failed in our duty to pass on a collective
memory to succeeding generations.
In Maryland, we preserve the official record of our development
through documents such as the Charter of 1632, the Act of
Religious Toleration of 1649, the Bush Declaration of 1775, the
Declaration of Rights, and the State Constitutions of 1776, 1851,
1864, and 1867. There are countless other, less celebrated, historical
records that provide the basic structure for understanding
government, businesses, organizations, and families. These records
collectively define and protect our rights as citizens, ensure the
sanctity of private property, and trace the lineage of our people.
Each element in our documentary and artistic heritage contributes to
the rich mosaic that identifies us as a society.
Maryland has a long tradition of statutory guarantees protecting the
integrity of its public records and providing adequate facilities to
support a strong state archival program. From colonial acts ordering
the transcription and rebinding of record volumes, to nineteenthcentury laws endorsing and subsidizing the efforts of the State
Library and the Maryland Historical Society to locate and preserve
historically significant documents, Maryland’s lawmakers have
never lost sight of the responsibility articulated by Governor
Seymour in 1704. The laws establishing and governing the
Maryland Hall of Records Commission (Laws of 1935, ch. 18;
Laws of 1941, ch. 825) built upon this foundation by mandating the

collection of records from all levels of government. The legislation
provided broad powers for the new entity to collect “old court
records, official documents, records, reports, old newspapers,
church records, private papers, and other historical data pertaining
to the history of the Province and State of Maryland from the
earliest times.” The first Hall of Records building, opened in 1935,
gained almost immediate notice for its state-of-the-art design, and
for many years served as a model for other states planning new
archival facilities.
By requiring that all records in the county courthouses created prior
to April 28, 1788, (the date
Maryland ratified the
United States Constitution),
be deposited in the Hall of
Records, the General
Assembly ensured the
creation of a core of
important local records
from which the fledgling
agency could build its
collections. These acts also
stated that records in state and local government agencies not
needed for office use should be offered to the State Archivist.
Origins of the modern State Archives date to the state's tercentenary
celebrations in 1934. As the 300th anniversary of Maryland's
founding approached, the Maryland Tercentenary Commission
made a modern, centralized archive a key feature of the state
commemoration. A "Memorial Hall of Records" was proposed as
early as 1928, and, in 1931, the General Assembly appropriated
funds to erect an archives building in Annapolis. Construction
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began in 1934, and the first Hall of Records, located one block
north of the State House on the grounds of St. John’s College,
opened to the public in 1935. At the same time, the General
Assembly also created the Hall of Records Commission to oversee
the management of the public records (Chapter 18, Acts of 1935).
Although Maryland did not have an officially designated State
Archives until 1935, the importance of preserving the state’s
governmental records dates back to the early 18th century, when a
fireproof room was provided in the State House for these records.
This room on the main floor of the building is still known as the
Archives Room.

By the late 1970s, the dramatic growth in state government activity
during the twentieth century was reflected in an exponential surge
in the production of permanent records destined for eventual
transfer to the Hall of Records. This phenomenon coincided with an
equally remarkable increase in the level of reference demand,
fueled in no small part by the widespread interest in genealogy
engendered by Alex Haley’s Roots. Government records suddenly
became a growth industry, and this translated into increasing strain
on the state’s archival agency. In 1984, the Maryland General
Assembly enacted legislation (Laws of 1984, ch. 286) that
reconfirmed the state’s long-standing commitment to an effective
archival program. This law established the State Archives as an
independent agency in the Executive Department. As perhaps the
crowning achievement in the celebration of the 350th anniversary of
Maryland’s founding, the State constructed the new Hall of Records
Building in Annapolis.
The records remained in the Hall of Records until 1986 when the
State Archives moved to the new Hall of Records Building on
Rowe Boulevard. On June 27, 2005, the Hall of Records was
rededicated as the Edward C. Papenfuse State Archives Building.

2 Original Archives room in the State House as restored in 1983

Legislation subsequent to the 1935 law expanded the responsibility
of the Hall of Records to include the scheduling of records for
disposal (Laws of 1949, ch. 755), and the development of a state
records management program (Laws of 1953, ch.436). These laws
formed the framework within which the Hall of Records built the
successful program of which Ernst Posner observed in American
State Archives (1964) “the Maryland Hall of Records enjoys an
enviable reputation as one of the leading state archival agencies.”

One of the unanticipated benefits
of the fifteen years of planning
and advocating for a new
Archives building was the
development of a comprehensive
analysis of the state’s future
archival needs. From the mid1970s to the early 1990s, for the first time in Maryland history, the
archival program strived to be prescriptive rather than reactive; to
3 Edward C. Papenfuse State Archives
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anticipate and plan for future records needs rather than merely cope
with a series of immediate crises. The often haphazard, ad hoc way
records custodians have collected and cared for historical
documents is no longer an acceptable response to the challenge of
preserving our collective memory. The progress of the last few
decades is evident, and few would dispute the value of collecting
and preserving historical records. Today, however, we face a new
challenge which ultimately may determine whether this essential
part of our cultural heritage will survive.

documents, and publications of the State (Chapter 18, Acts of
1935). Formed in 1935, the Hall of Records was an independent
agency of State government and remained so until its incorporation
into the Department of General Services in 1970 (Chapter 97, Acts
of 1970). In 1984, the Hall of Records reformed as the State

This new challenge is the result of a steady decline in the records
management program in the State of Maryland. Lack of strong
programs to inventory and schedule records for destruction or
transfer to the archives means that expensive office space which
could be repurposed is taken up by records material that should be
on deposit with the Department of General Services awaiting
disposal or transferal. It also means that record material is likely
being discarded without benefit of appraisal—a trend that is not
only contrary to good governmental principles but is in fact against
the law.
What we do know and are able to document is that there is a great
deal of record material, both paper and electronic, that needs to be
accommodated in an archival setting. The bottom line is that the
estimates presented here are conservative and not overly optimistic.

Origins and Functions
With the creation of the Hall of Records Commission, the General
Assembly provided for the management of the public records and
for the collection, custody, and preservation of the official records,

4 Old Hall of Records Card Catalog

Archives, an independent agency within the office of the governor
(Chapter 286, Acts of 1984). The 1984 law defined an advisory role
for the Hall of Records Commission and placed the Commission on
Artistic Property under the State Archives (Code State Government
Article, secs. 2-1513(b), 3-404(b), 7-213(a), 9-1001 through 91027, 10-604 through 10-608, 10-631 through 10-634, 10-637
through 10-642, 10-701, 10-702).
The State Archives produces web publications and on-line exhibits,
as well as guides to records, finding aids, historical monographs,
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essays, and directories. Every two years, the State Archives
compiles, edits, publishes, and distributes the Maryland Manual: A
Guide to Maryland Government and daily updates the Maryland
Manual On-Line. In addition, the State Archives prepares, edits, and
publishes volumes of the new series of the Archives of Maryland,
including the Archives of Maryland On-Line. Examples of
publications currently available are:
Archives of Maryland, new series I: An Historical List of
Public Officials of Maryland - Governors, Legislators, and
other Principal Officers of Government, 1632 to 1990.
Guide to County Records on Microfilm at the Maryland
State Archives.
A Guide to Government Records at the Maryland State
Archives: A Comprehensive List by Agency and Record
Series.
5 Old Hall of Records Stack Area

Guide to Montgomery County Plats of Surveys,
Subdivisions, and Condominiums, 1783-1993.
Guide to the Newspaper Collection on Microfilm at the
Maryland State Archives.
Marylanders Who Served the Nation: A Biographical
Dictionary of Federal Officials from Maryland.
Rules and regulations promulgated in the Code of Maryland
Regulations give the State Archives a role in the establishment of
archives in local jurisdictions (COMAR 14.18.03).

Within the State Archives are nine main units: Administration;
Appraisal and Description; Artistic Property, Preservation, and
Public Outreach; Digital Imaging and Acquisition; Government
Information Services; Information Systems Management; Record
Transfers and Space Management; Reference and Records Services,
and Training; and Research and Student Outreach. The State
Archives also has a Land Patents section and is aided by the Hall of
Records Commission, and the Commission on Artistic Property.
LAND PATENTS
The State Archives became responsible for the functions of
the Land Office and its collections in 1965. The Records
Management Division, then a part of the Archives, took
charge of recording and filing plats. When the Division was
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separated from the Archives in 1975, plats and other Land
Office records became the responsibility of the Archives.
Designated Commissioner of Land Patents, the State
Archivist is responsible for issuing land patents and
conducting court hearings (Chapter 355, Acts of 1967). In
performing these duties, the State Archivist acts
independently of the duties imposed as State Archivist
(Code Real Property Article, secs. 13-101 through 13-504).

HALL OF RECORDS COMMISSION
Created in 1935, the Hall of Records Commission is an advisory
body to the State Archives (Chapter 18, Acts of 1935). The
Commission reviews and comments upon policies of the Archives
that concern proposed budgets, publications, and public access to
records.

The land patent process is the mechanism for granting land
in Maryland. Land patents were issued by the proprietors
during the colonial period, and later by the state. Virtually
all land in Maryland has been patented. Through survey
errors or due to the inaccessibility of a tract, however, some
land never may have been included in a patent. This land,
when it is discovered, may be patented, with title passing to
the patentee upon payment of the fair market value of the
land to the state. The land patent process also provides a
simple, convenient and prompt method of reserving vacant
land for the public use of state, county or local government
bodies through the issuance of certificates of reservation
(Chapter 290, Acts of 1993).

6 Old Hall of Records 1935

An applicant for a patent must present evidence based on a
title search of the property in question proving that no
former patent encompasses any portion of the land.
Information concerning the land patent process and an
application for a patent may be obtained from the
Commissioner of Land Patents.

The Commission is composed of eleven members. Nine serve ex
officio. The Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals chairs the
Commission (Code State Government Article, secs. 9-1001 through
9-1006).
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acceptance of the painting or decorative art work. In such instances,
the Commission considers the competence of the artist, the
proposed location, and the quality, historical significance, and
appropriateness of the work.

7 The Old Hall of Records on St. John's Campus
8 Washington, Lafayette and Tilghman at Yorktown, the first painting
commissioned by the Maryland Legislature, 1781.

COMMISSION ON ARTISTIC PROPERTY
In 1969, the Commission on Artistic Property was formed (Chapter
111, Acts of 1969). It was incorporated into the State Archives in
1984 (Chapter 286, Acts of 1984).
The Commission is the official custodian of all valuable paintings
and other decorative arts owned by or loaned to the State (except
those located in a State room of Government House). The
Commission provides for the acquisition, location, proper care,
custody, restoration, display, and preservation of these paintings
and decorative arts. Every person, agency, or organization desiring
to acquire a painting or other decorative art work for display in a
State building or premises (except in a room of Government House)
must secure from the Commission both prior approval and final

With the approval of the governor and the State Archivist, the
Commission may receive and accept gifts and loans of paintings
and decorative art works. With the approval of the governor, the
State Archivist may accept gifts of money for the Commission from
any source, public or private, and thereafter administer and expend
the funds according to the conditions and terms of the gift. In 1996,
the Commission, on behalf of the state, assumed ownership of the
Peabody Art Collection from the Peabody Institute.
The Commission consists of fifteen members. Eight are appointed
by the State Archivist with the approval of the governor. Seven
serve ex officio. With the governor's approval, the State Archivist
names the chair (Code State Government Article, secs. 9-1016
through 9-1023).
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Property and Public Outreach in May 1999, and reorganized under
its present name in August 2003.
APPRAISAL & DESCRIPTION
Appraisal and Description deals with the analysis and disposition of
government records. The disposition of state, county and municipal
records is determined by an appraisal of their value for future
agency operations and historical studies.
Records Retention Schedules. Those records deemed to have
permanent value are retained as archival documents. Their
characteristics are described in records retention schedules. Other
materials become disposable after a period of time.

The state-owned art collections, traveling exhibits that are available
for loan, and exhibits in the Annapolis government complex are
managed by Artistic Property, Preservation, and Public Outreach.
The office also supports the work of the Government House Trust,
and the State House Trust. This includes management of all
requests for use of the State House, and serving as liaison with the
Department of General Services and the Maryland Historical Trust
for maintenance and preservation of the State House, the most
historically important building in Maryland. Artistic Property,
Preservation, and Public Outreach also provides support for certain
activities of the General Assembly.

Disposal Certificates. Those records no longer needed are
scheduled for disposal as certified through disposal certificates.
All records retention schedules and disposal certificates must be
submitted for approval by the State Archivist, and it is in the review
of these schedules and certificates that the disposition of records is
determined. Through this process, the important administrative,
legal, fiscal and historical records of government are identified for
permanent retention and eventual transfer to the State Archives.
Other materials, when agencies no longer need them for current
operations, can be destroyed.

ARTISTIC PROPERTY, PRESERVATION, & PUBLIC
OUTREACH
Artistic Property, Preservation, and Public Outreach originated as
Education, Outreach, and Artistic Property, It became Artistic

9 Artistic Property staff install a mannequin of George Washington in the
exhibit, Four Centuries of History in the Maryland State House, House Office
Building, April 2008.
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During Fiscal Year
2007, the Commission
on Artistic Property
received funding for
conservation initiatives
to enable objects to be
put on public display or
remain on display. Ongoing conservation
projects include: a 17th
century portrait of
10 Paper Conservation Lab
Leonard Calvert, the
first colonial governor of Maryland; a portrait of William Paca by
Charles Willson Peale; and the cleaning and conservation of the
Thurgood Marshall Memorial.

manuscript papers and record books, microfilm, microfiche,
photographs, published books, government publications, maps,
newspapers, and electronic files. The Conservation Lab monitors
environmental conditions in temperature- and humidity-controlled
storage areas. Where appropriate, conservation measures are used.
These include deacidification of paper, repair and restoration, mylar
encapsulation, phase boxing, and archival bookbinding.

PRESERVATION SERVICES
Formerly called Conservation and Restoration, Preservation
Services adopted its present name in 2001. This division conserves

Preservation Outreach. The State Archives participated in the work
of the Task Force to Initiate Preservation Planning in Maryland and
has assumed a leading position in promoting preservation to
organizations and individuals across the state. The State Archives
was designated by the Task Force to coordinate public information,
workshops, and low-cost conservation services. The goal is to
ensure preservation of significant collections of books and
documents in Maryland libraries, museums, historical societies,
government offices, private organizations, and private homes. At
the State Archives, conservation staff conducts preservation
workshops each spring.

and cares for archival records, maintains their physical integrity,
and assures their longevity and accessibility. It also provides
condition assessments and performs treatments needed to prepare
damaged materials for scanning.
Preservation Services oversees the Conservation Laboratory,
Preservation and Access, and Preservation Outreach.

Preservation and Access. The State Archives preserves information
with microfilm and digital imaging to expand access to historical
documents. Sophisticated computer-scanning technology and
microfilm produced to national preservation standards preserve
images of original materials. These procedures help individuals who
are not able to use originals at the Archives, and they preserve the
information value of fragile manuscripts, maps, newspapers, and
photographs.

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS
Conservation Laboratory. The Conservation Laboratory preserves
the physical integrity of archives in many forms, including

The State Archives is authorized to collect public and private
records and other information relating to the history of the Province
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and State of Maryland from the earliest times. At the discretion of
the State Archivist, the State Archives is also authorized to acquire
collections of private records as permanent gifts (Code State
Government Article, sec. 9-1010).
Special Collections started in 1935 as the Gift Collection and
reorganized under its present name in 1987. In March 2005, it was
placed under Artistic Property, Preservation, and Public Outreach.
Special Collections supervises the care, preservation, accessioning,
and description of private records. Usually, they are given to the
State Archives by private donors and generally consist of personal
letters, diaries, photographs, maps, church records, architectural
plans, and other manuscript documents. Maps, for example, date
from 1565 to the present. They serve as an important resource for
scientists, historians, and citizens interested in the Chesapeake
watershed. Photographs illustrate a cross section of Maryland life
and culture, including agriculture, architecture, family life,
government, nautical and naval affairs, recreation, and sports. In
addition, the State Archives has microfilmed records of nearly 300
churches of various denominations, and more than 250 newspapers
from across the State.
With the exception of collections of fine art, the Director, in
conjunction with the State Archivist, reviews offers of materials as
gifts to Special Collections. Offers of gifts of fine art are reviewed
by the Curator of Artistic Property and the State Archivist.
Materials are accepted on the basis of their relevance to the
holdings of the State Archives, their condition, and the need to
provide for their proper storage and care.
While collections generally are offered as gifts to the State
Archives, occasionally materials are accepted on deposit. The

decision to accept a collection of original materials as a deposit is
made by the Director in conjunction with the State Archivist based
upon the relevance of the collection to the holdings of the State
Archives, its condition, and the historical value of the collection. A
collection may be placed on deposit if its contents are to be
photographed or microfilmed as a reference collection at the
Archives and the original materials returned to the owner.

DIGITAL ACQUISITION, PROCESSING & PUBLICATION
Digital Acquisition, Processing and Publication originated as
Appraisal and Preservation. In May 1999, when appraisal functions
were assigned to Appraisal and Description, Acquisition and
Preservation Services was formed. It restructured as Acquisition
and Imaging Services in August 2003, and was renamed Digital
Imaging and Acquisition in June 2005. In August 2007, it reformed
as Digital Acquisition, Processing and Publication.
Digital Acquisition, Processing and Publication is responsible for
the identification, management, and conservation of the
permanently valuable records of Maryland State and local
government. This department ensures that those records are made
accessible, and user friendly on the web. The department provides
digital imaging; catalogs and publishes these images; and produces
and manages archival security master negative microfilm. It also
distributes public-access duplicates on film and compact disc.
The preservation of digital-imaging services offered by the State
Archives in Annapolis and at its Baltimore facility is managed,
coordinated, and promoted by Digital Acquisition, Processing and
Publication. In addition, the department provides logistical and
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technical support, and assists in the development of standards and
techniques used in imaging projects.
Digital Acquisition, Processing and Publication is made up of two
divisions: Project Management, and Production Services.
PROJECT MANAGEMENT
Project Management is responsible for the overarching management
of the Digital Acquisition, Processing, and Publications. Project
Management identifies the scope of requested projects; oversees
fiscal projections and budget management; proposes and manages
the project work plan; and serves as chief liaison with vendors and
sister agencies.
PRODUCTION SERVICES
Production Services began as Imaging Services and reorganized as
Scanning Services in June 2005. In August 2007, it reformed as
Production Services. This division oversees image acquisition,
processing, inspection, and publication, both from original paper,
mylar, or linen documents and from microfilm. Production Services
helps preserve and make accessible copies of records through the
creation and duplication of microfiche, archival security microfilm
and compact discs, photocopy, and photography. In this way, the
division assists government agencies; promotes Maryland
scholarship by aiding students, historians, and genealogists;
provides evidential materials for legal matters; and supports State
Archives exhibits and publications.
Microfilm & CD Production. This unit produces, catalogs, stores,
duplicates, and maintains archival security master negative
microfilm and CD backups of digital record series in the possession
of the Archives.

Microfilm Scanning. This unit is responsible for the acquisition of
archival quality digital images of targeted record series derived
from microfilm.
On-Demand Scanning. This unit fills requests from archival staff
and the general public for "piece-work" scanning of individual
documents (rather than entire series)
Production Scanning. This unit is responsible for the acquisition of
archival quality digital images of targeted record collections derived
from paper.
Quality Assurance & Processing. This unit catalogs, inspects,
manages, and publishes digital images produced in-house, received
from other agencies, or produced by a scanning vendor under
contract with the Archives.

\
GOVERNMENT INFORMATION SERVICES

11 Government Information Services, State
Archives, Annapolis, Maryland, March 2007.
Photo by Diane F. Evartt.

Organized in 1986,
Government
Information Services
assists the citizens of
Maryland and their
agencies of government
with current
government
information,
continuously updated.
This office is
responsible for the
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Maryland Manual On-Line; the Maryland Manual; Government
Publications; and the Library of the State Archives.

GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS
Publications and reports of State government agencies date to the
early 19th century. They, with the publications and reports of
county and municipal governments, have been collected by the
State Archives since 1947 (Chapter 651, Acts of 1947). The State
Archives also is an official depository for county charters, codes,
and laws (Code 1957, Art. 25, sec. 32A; Art. 25A, secs. 3B(3), 7(b);
Art. 25B, secs. 7(b)(3), 12(b)). Municipal charter amendments and
annexations, after publication, are deposited annually with the State
Archives by the Department of Legislative Reference (Code 1957,
Art. 23A, sec. 17C).
LIBRARY
Organized in 1940, the Library is a reference source for works that
supplement the holdings of the State Archives. These include
published records and sources on Maryland history, government,
biography, geography, and natural resources; county, city and town
histories; regional studies; Chesapeake Bay; research guides;
genealogies; and archives administration, conservation, and
preservation. The Library of the Department of Natural Resources
transferred to the State Archives in June 1987. It includes materials
collected since 1942 on Maryland natural resources, wildlife,
fisheries, forestry, water resources, and the environment.
MARYLAND MANUAL ON-LINE & MARYLAND MANUAL
Published by the State Archives, the Maryland Manual On-Line and
the Maryland Manual describe Maryland State, county and
municipal government (Code State Government Article, secs. 9-

1026, 9-1027). The Maryland Manual has been published in print
since 1896. The Maryland Manual On-Line has been accessible on
the Internet since December 1996.
The Maryland Manual On-Line is a continuously updated guide to
Maryland government. It presents an overview of the organizational
structure and staffing of the executive, legislative and judicial
branches of Maryland government. It shows agency budgets and
organizational charts, lists mandated reports, and provides the
origin, historical evolution, and functions of government agencies.
Biographies of government officials appear in the Maryland
Manual On-Line. These include legislators, constitutional officers,
department secretaries, judges, and Maryland's Congressional
delegation, as well as county executives, state's attorneys, sheriffs,
and other local government officials. The Manual also gives
additional information on local government (county and municipal),
as well as intercounty, interstate and federal agencies. In addition,
the Manual contains the State budget, the Constitution of Maryland,
and election returns. The Maryland at a Glance section offers
condensed data on many Maryland subjects, State symbols,
Maryland historical chronology, and Maryland government.

INFORMATION SYSTEMS MANAGEMENT
Information Systems Management began in 1989 as Computer
Services and reorganized under its current name in 1997. This
office oversees Electronic Archives, Information Technology
Development, and Information Technology Support for the State
Archives. The office also assists other State agencies in designing
and updating their homepages for the web.
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ELECTRONIC ARCHIVES
At its September 1998 meeting, the Hall of Records Commission
resolved that a program of Electronic Archives be created within
the State Archives. The program coordinates and manages the
development of a permanent archive of electronic records.

12 Storage array at the Archives

MARYLAND ELECTRONIC CAPITAL
As part of the Governor's technology
initiative, the Maryland Electronic Capital was
the homepage for the State of Maryland. It
started in the fall of 1995 and concluded in
2004.

retention and disposal schedules. No public records can be
destroyed without scheduling and the prior approval of the State
Archives.
The State Archives shares responsibility with the Division of Vital
Records of the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene for
preservation of and access to vital records information (Code State
Government Article, sec. 9-1015).
County and Municipal Government Records. All records that are in
the courthouses of the State and that were created prior to April 28,
1788 (when Maryland ratified the U.S. Constitution) must be
deposited at the State Archives. All current deeds, mortgages, and
releases recorded in the courthouses of the State are microfilmed
and preserved at the State Archives for security purposes. Limited
facilities are available for the filming of records of State agencies.
The State Archives also serves as the official depository for
subdivision and condominium plats.

RECORD TRANSFERS & SPACE MANAGEMENT
Record Transfers and Space Management was organized in July
2001. Previously, this unit's functions had been the responsibility of
Acquisition and Conservation.
State, county and municipal government agencies in Maryland may
offer the State Archives all files, documents, and records not in
current use. Record Transfers and Space Management supervises
the transfer, storage, and retrieval of those government records
deemed to be permanently valuable.
State Government Records. The records of all State agencies,
boards, and commissions that are abolished or that otherwise
conclude their work must be transferred to the custody of the State
Archives. By law, State agencies have their records placed on

REFERENCE & RECORDS SERVICES, & TRAINING
Reference and Records Services, and Training organized in May
2007 from Reference Services. This office is responsible for
Employee Training, Publication Rights, Records Services, and
Reference Services.
DOCUMENTS FOR THE CLASSROOM
An electronic reference source issued by the State Archives is
Documents for the Classroom. For the use of teachers, students,
scholars, and the general public, Documents for the Classroom are
digital facsimiles of selected original documents, secondary
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sources, and multi-media presentations. These electronic document
packets use Maryland history to illustrate national trends. They
cover elements of Maryland and American history from
colonization to the modern era relating to political development,
cultural diversity, and interdisciplinary approaches to understanding
the past.
REFERENCE SERVICES
Records are made accessible to the public and government agencies
through the search room, by mail or telephone, and through
electronic media. Open Wednesday through Friday, and three
Saturdays a month, the search room is staffed by professional
archivists to assist patrons. Electronic and mail reference services
are available Monday through Friday. In addition, electronic
services and information (including comprehensive catalogues of
the Archives' holdings) are accessible through the State Archives'
homepage on the web.
Records are used for legal documentation, historical research, land
title searches, geographical information, vital record research, and
genealogy. The Archives offers limited research services by its
staff. Copies of records can be produced (for a fee) on paper as
photographs, or as digital image files. Self-service copying from
microfilm also is available for many records. Most records on
microforms may be purchased or borrowed through interlibrary
loan.

RESEARCH & STUDENT OUTREACH
Research and Student Outreach originated as Research and
reformed under its current name in 2005. Using original

documentary sources, Research and Student Outreach works to
interpret, preserve, and improve access to Maryland history. The
foundation of this department is collective biography developed to
document the lives and careers of individuals who have shaped the
history of Maryland. The primary focus is on biographies of the
men and women who have served in Maryland State government. In
addition to State government officials, biographical research
broadens to cover special topic areas highlighting significant
contributions from federal, county and local government officials,
Maryland women, African Americans, Native Americans, military
personnel, teachers, doctors, artists, lawyers, and others. To reach
the widest possible audience, the staff prepares all research results
for publication on the Archives' website and produces print media
as needed.
ADVISORY PANEL FOR ARCHIVES OF MARYLAND
ONLINE
The Advisory Panel for Archives of Maryland Online was
formed by the State Archivist in April 2000.
INTERNSHIP PROGRAM
Each summer, internships are offered for college students to learn
archival and historical methods at the State Archives. Work/study
programs also are available.
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Summary of Proposed Project

Goals of the Archival Agency:
1. Preservation - long-term archival storage for the state’s
treasures in whatever form or format they may exist
2. Access – to enrich and inform future generations – that is
why we create and preserve documentary and artistic
treasures
3. Explanation – adequate processing describing and
providing context helps further the prime directives to
preserve and provide access

adequate disaster recovery / business continuity
infrastructure for critical, permanent electronic
record material; and
4. To provide adequate access to the public through
processing and scanning of record material and the
display and interpretation of art.
Summary Breakdown of Space Requirements in Square Feet
Storage of Records

98,110

Processing of Records
Proposed size of facility:

135,415 square feet

Purpose of the project:

2,500

Electronic Records Archives
Cold Storage

10,000
1,000

1. To provide long-term preservation of permanent
record material and the state’s fine art collections in
temperature and humidity controlled environment;

Artistic Property
Exhibits Area

8,000

2. To consolidate permanent record material being
currently housed in four substandard facilities, three
of which are rented; To consolidate under the care
of the Commission on Artistic Property the state’s
fine art collections currently being stored in no less
than eleven separate facilities and institutions;

Office Space

3,305

Conference Space

2,500

3. To provide for the care and preservation of
permanent electronic record material and stand up

10,000

Total 135,415
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Location and site information
The Archives is advocating for the location of the new archives
facility to be on the parcel of land now occupied by the archives and
extending on to the adjoining parcel recently vacated by the
Maryland State Police Annapolis Barrack J.

Facilities Master Plan: The project is included in the current
facilities master plan.
B.

Project Justification

1. Facilities Problems Proposed Project is Intended to Solve
The Permanent Record
Why do government records matter?
Why do records matter? Why do state governments and
we, as American citizens, need to take action to preserve records
and make them available for a wide range of users?
Records are essential to protecting life. When disasters
strike, infrastructure records have proven themselves to be
absolutely essential for protecting life. During and immediately
after both the World Trade Center attack in 2001 and the Gulf Coast
hurricanes in 2005, rescue workers needed maps of utility lines and
gas mains, building layouts, and the composition of bridges, levees,
and buildings. Without records, we cannot protect life.
Records are essential to protecting property. Among the
most active government records used by the public are land records.
The daily news is replete with controversies ranging from school
district boundaries to land ownership issues resulting from land
treaties signed with Native Americans over the past several
centuries. Land surveyors and title searchers actively use land
records to prove ownership, boundaries, and other essential
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information for home and business owners. When we think about
property records, we tend to think of deeds and mortgages and
property maps, but proving what is mine may involve other
types of records: probate records and wills may prove an
inheritance; divorce settlements may include property distributions;
school records prove what is mine by attainment. People care
about what is theirs, and records are key to proving ownership.
Records are essential to protecting the rights of our
citizens. Government records provide the documentation to verify
the rights of citizens. These include such individual rights as the
right to vote (voter registrations), the right to government services
(military service records, birth records, employment records,
education records), and the right to justice (court records). Rights of
communities and groups are also supported by government records,
including civil rights (employment regulations, laws, court records),
community welfare (land records, transportation records, public
health records), and civil protection (military records, criminal
justice records). Government records provide the foundation for,
and reflect our efforts to sustain, a democratic, civil society.
Records are essential to maintaining order and the
operation of our governments.
State and local government agencies, businesses, and families
depend on records to document transactions, decisions, and
precedents. The importance of effective records is evident from
several recent incidents in which secretaries of state and local
election officials have struggled to validate an election for governor
or the U.S. Senate because of issues with voter registration lists and
ballots. The need for accurate, authentic records in such cases can
have an impact well beyond the jurisdiction or agency that created
or maintained them. We must have the ability to hold our

government accountable for providing the services and protections
with which it is charged.
Records are the foundation of our nation’s information
infrastructure. Just as we need roads and bridges to travel from
place to place, we need records to prove identity, certify contracts
and agreements, verify ownership, and establish rights to benefits.
Records in today’s world are not just paper—they also exist as
electronic files, still and moving images, and audio recordings, all
subject to their own unique vulnerabilities and capable of
disappearing without proper care and attention. Just as we move
people and information more freely and rapidly than ever before,
records are also more interrelated and integrated than ever before.

Records are essential to protecting tranquility. People
want to have a sense of community, a sense of belonging, a sense of
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place. This sense begins with records and documents focused on
individuals—birth and marriage certificates, high school diplomas,
cemetery records, city council resolutions honoring local citizens or
businesses, photographs and videotapes of school and community
events—all of which tie each of us to a specific place, time, and
group. From there, the sense of community stretches out to embrace
the historical records of a location or a community in its broadest
sense.

indigenous nations which did not have a written tradition. Similarly,
immigrant groups such as Italian Americans, Asian Americans, and
Latinos rarely appear in the private sector records retained from the
nineteenth and even the twentieth century. However, because they
paid taxes, served in the military, were educated, inoculated, or
sometimes institutionalized, the traces of their experiences survive
in government archives.
Even when the direct documentation that links a person individually
to his or her community has not survived, historical records housed
in government archives can restore a sense of significance and
connection to the community and its collective experience.1
State-Owned Art Collections
Why does art matter?

13 Dr. Edward C. Papenfuse directing students in a salvage project (Associated
Press)

Government records are particularly important in providing
evidence of all the people in a state or the nation. Unlike private
manuscript repositories, which hold evidence predominantly of
those who could write or were considered important enough to have
their records preserved permanently, government archives reflect
the wide range of people whose lives were affected in some way by
government functions. Native American encounters with state
government, for example, provide some of the only written
documentation in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries for those

Art is essential to our understanding of ourselves and our
society. Paintings, sculpture, furniture and other artifacts enhance
our knowledge of the past and are an important foundation for an
enlightened citizenship. Working beyond the capacity of words to
explain, fine art and our special collections (private records, photo
collections etc) capture the social history of Maryland’s people,
providing a window into the thoughts and passions of ordinary
citizens over time. Portraits of Maryland’s elected officials, and
other historical figures, exist as visual documents of their
contribution to the history of our state. The non-public records
1

“Why do Government Records Matter” is excepted from: The
State of State Records – A Status Report on State Archives and
Records Management Programs in the United States January 2007;
Council of State Archivists. Used here with permission.
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dovetail with the public records to provide a clearer picture of the
rich mosaic that is our state’s history.

The Annapolis Collection
In 1781, the Maryland Legislature commissioned Charles Willson
Peale to paint a full-length portrait of General George Washington
for the State House, in honor of the American victory at Yorktown.
While it would become fashionable for state governments to
commission portraits of Washington after his death in 1799, only
the legislatures of Maryland and Pennsylvania ordered his portrait
to be displayed in their respective statehouses while he served as
commander in chief of the Continental Army. This monumental
portrait, known as Washington, Lafayette, and Tilghman at
Yorktown, has been on public display in the Maryland State House
since its completion in 1784. One of only a few full-length portraits
of Washington by Peale, also a native Marylander and this
country’s most famous Colonial-era artist, this painting is without
question one of the most important portraits of Washington in
existence—and certainly the most valuable painting in the state’s
collection.

14 The Burning of the Peggy Stewart, Francis Blackwell Mayer, 1896. The
Annapolis Collection.

The State of Maryland is extremely fortunate to own two art
collections that are of enormous national artistic and historical
importance - the Annapolis Collection and the Peabody Collection.
The collections are comprised of those works of art and decorative
objects that document the history of Maryland through subject,
maker, or provenance. The goal of the Commission is to make the
collection accessible to the public through preservation,
conservation, display, and interpretation. Both collections are made
accessible to the public through exhibitions within the Annapolis
complex, at cultural institutions in Baltimore, through loan to
museums throughout the world, and on the Archives’ website.

The Legislature’s foresight in honoring Washington began a
tradition of commissioning portraits of Maryland’s governors,
legislators, and other elected officials that continues to the present
day, as well as paintings commemorating historic events such as the
founding of the colony in the 17th century, and Washington’s
resignation in the Old Senate Chamber. These portraits and
historical paintings are a visual record of not only those people and
events that have shaped Maryland’s history, but also the
accomplishments of Maryland artists over the past two centuries.
Over time, the state’s collection has expanded to include historic
furnishings and fixtures commissioned and acquired by the
Legislature for use in the state’s most important buildings including
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the State House and Government House. On display throughout the
Annapolis complex, this collection adds immeasurably to the
interpretation of these public buildings, particularly the State House
and Government House. Without the portraits of Maryland's Four
Signers of the Declaration of Independence and paintings of
Washington, Lafayette and Tilghman at Yorktown and Washington
Resigning His Commission, the State House would not be nearly as
historically and artistically interesting as it is today.

Justification
In presenting this justification, the focus will be on two
precepts for an archives and two fundamental concerns:
Foundational Precepts

The Peabody Collection
In 1996, the state owned art collection was significantly expanded
to include The Peabody Institute Collection, a diverse collection of
painting, sculpture, drawings, and decorative arts. Valued then at
over $19 million, this internationally renowned collection is one of
the finest in the country and includes works by American and
European masters. Assembled by prominent Baltimoreans for the
citizens of Maryland, the Peabody Collection is a significant
collection of American and European art of the 18th, 19th and 20th
centuries. Recent loan requests for paintings in the Peabody
Collection have come from major cultural institutions in Europe and
the U.S. This collection, once largely unknown, has been made
more accessible through imaging technology and is an important
resource for art history scholars around the world.

Condition - the state of, fitness and suitability of
the space that houses permanent record material
and fine art
Capacity - the amount of space dedicated to
accommodating Maryland’s permanent treasures
Other Concerns
Efficiency - degree to which the Archives has
effective storage and retrieval of public
documents, and
Security – degree to which material is
safeguarded against theft, loss or alienation

According to the terms of the agreement, the state of Maryland gave
$15 million to the Peabody Institute for its endowment fund, and in
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exchange the state assumed ownership of the collection, thereby
preserving it for the people of Maryland and avoiding its sale,
piece-by-piece, at public auction. In doing so, the state made a
commitment to care for the collection so that it could be displayed
for the benefit of the citizens of Maryland and the general public.
As with many other museums and historical institutions throughout
the country, only a small fraction of the Commission’s collection is
physically on display, with the remainder housed in secure storage.
Therefore, in order for the Commission to uphold its fiduciary
reasonability to provide access to the collection, and to ensure the
preservation of the collection for future generations, it is essential to
properly maintain and manage adequate storage facilities.

proper storage space at the Archives, a significant portion of the
collection is in storage at rented off-site facilities or stored at other
museums and cultural institutions in the Baltimore Metropolitan
area as part of long-term loans.
The large dispersal of the collection (1,561 capitalized items) makes
it difficult for the Commission staff to effectively care for and
preserve the collection. Consolidation of the storage space for the
state-owned art collection into an additional facility at the Archives
building will significantly increase its overall access, security, and
preservation.
A fine art collections storage facility must be able to preserve its
current holdings and accommodate future acquisitions. The use of
high-quality museum storage equipment enables art collections to
be better protected, preserved and accessed.
Condition
Environmental control is vitally important to the long-term
preservation of record material and fine art.
The condition under which our historical treasures are stored is
paramount to their survivability. The rented warehouses that house
permanent record material have minimum environmental controls.
They lack adequate security as well as adequate space for scanning
of records for electronic retrieval.

15 Morning on the Severn River, Maryland, Hugh Bolton Jones,
1873. The Peabody Art Collection.

The Archives building currently has 2,560 cubic feet designated as
secure storage for the state-owned art collection. This storage space
is shared with the Department of Special Collections for objects of
higher value and irregular size. Due to the lack of adequate and

The fine art collections have been scattered about in many
institutions for far too long. Here too, at least one of the rented
facilities that house the state’s art is totally unacceptable.
The consequence of inaction over the long term is the degradation
and ultimate destruction of Maryland’s treasures.
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The records transferred to the Archives have been designated
permanent through the records scheduling process. Permanent
records are to be retained forever. It is the mission of the Archives
to preserve, make accessible and explain Maryland's permanent
records through the end of the Republic. Central to this mission is
ensuring that records are given the proper care and environmental
controls.
Capacity
From 1980 to the mid 1990s the average amount of record material
that was transferred to the Archives was just over 6,500 cubic feet
per year. From the mid 1990s to the present, the average amount of
material transferred per year is over 13,000 cubic feet.
Since 1995, the Archives main facility in Annapolis has been full.
As a stop gap measure off-site storage facilities have been rented to
accommodate state agency record transfers. Now, at the beginning
of FY 2009, records are housed in three separate rented warehouses,
none of which are climate-controlled. (Note: materials are also
housed at the state-owned tobacco warehouse in Cheltenham).
There will continue to be a need for archival storage space well in
to the foreseeable future, and there is a demonstrable need for the
square footage requested in this capital item.

Attached to this request is an inventory of fine art objects that have
been temporarily housed at other institutions and in rented space.
Those items that are not on display should be accommodated in
suitable space under the superintendence of the Maryland
Commission on Artistic Property. Space should also be prepared to
provide display and interpretation as well as conservation.
The proposed new fine art storage and exhibition areas will solve
many current issues that adversely effect the long-term preservation
and access of the state-owned art collection. A new facility will
provide enhanced security as well as optimal environmental
conditions and storage equipment for museum collections. The
existing off-site fine art storage does not provide any space for
preparation or examination of objects. The incorporation of a
covered loading dock, conservation and examination areas, and
object preparation spaces designed according to museum standards,
will significantly enhance the Archives’ ability to provide long-term
preservation of the art collection as well as improve its accessibility.
Efficiency
The adjunct record warehouse facilities are on average 23 miles
from the main facility in Annapolis. This presents a variety of
efficiency issues including:
o
o

There are over 3,000 paintings, sculpture, decorative arts and
furnishings, and other objects in the state-owned art collection. In
1996 the State of Maryland acquired the Peabody Collection with
the promise that it would be preserved and made accessible to the
public for future generations.

o

Inability to adequately staff multiple buildings,
Difficulty in accessioning and maintaining records, and
Inability to make this documentary material accessible
in a timely manner even though, having been transferred
more recently, it is generally in high demand.

Security
Beyond a locking front door, none of the existing records
warehouses posses even the most rudimentary security.
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Rented Facilities which store fine art
Furthermore, security relating to records that have not yet been
transferred to the Archives is a continuing concern. More detail on
these areas of concern is provided later in this program document.

Where are Maryland’s documentary and artistic treasures presently
being stored?
Facilities which store records
Edward C. Papenfuse State Archives Building
350 Rowe Boulevard
Annapolis MD 21401
Suite 309-A
713 East Ordnance Road
Baltimore MD 21226
Suites H - J
611 Hammonds Ferry Road
Linthicum MD 21090
Bays N – P
7465 Candlewood Road
Hanover MD 21076
The Maryland State Tobacco Warehouse
Cheltenham MD

Bonsai Fine Arts
509 McCormick Drive
Suites K-L
Glen Burnie, MD 21061
Security Moving, Storage, Logistics
1701 Florida Ave., N.W.
Washington, DC 20009-2697
CDS Logistics & Transportation Solutions, Inc.
4501 Hollins Ferry Road
Suite 200
Baltimore, MD 21227

D H Moving & Storage
719 N. Hammonds Ferry Road
Suite T
Linthicum Heights, MD 21090
Please note: the following addresses are associated with facilities /
institutions that house portions of the State’s fine art collections but
currently do not charge for the service:
Baltimore Museum of Art
10 Art Museum Drive
Baltimore, MD 21218-3898
Homewood Museum
3400 N. Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21218
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Maryland Historical Society
201 West Monument Street
Baltimore MD

of Art, The Maryland Historical Society and the Walters Art
Museum) which currently provide long-term painting storage for
the state-owned art collection utilize art racks.

Maryland Institute College of Art
1300 Mount Royal Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21217
The Peabody Institute
17 East Mount Vernon Place
Baltimore, MD 21202-2397
The Walters Art Museum
600 North Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21201
Art Conservation Services
410 Lyman Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21212

16 Storage at CDS

Winterthur Museum & Country Estate
Winterthur, DE 19735
Limited storage for fine arts at current Archives building
There are currently one hundred and eight framed works of art that
are stored vertically at the Archives on stationary shelving units.
For the moment, this is a functional, but not an ideal, situation for
long-term access and preservation. Alternatively, the use of art
racks or movable panels is beneficial for paintings and framed
works compared to vertical storage of art because it offers better
protection, complete accessibility and takes up a minimal amount
overall storage space. Three institutions (The Baltimore Museum

17 Storage at CDS
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Why are environmental controls so important?
The primary materials in our records collections are paper based
and therefore organic in nature. Thus, they will degrade naturally
over time. The tendency of material to deteriorate due to the
essential instability of the components or interaction among
components is defined by the Society of American Archivists as
“inherent vice.” The cooler, drier and darker we can keep our paper
records without sudden fluctuations the longer they will last.

The impact of environmental conditions have been
studied by institutions the world over. Four factors
have been routinely cited as the most important
determinants of survivability:
•
•
•
•

Temperature
Relative Humidity
Air Quality / Pollutants
Light

The materials created since 1850 are actually in the worst condition
because they were made more cheaply, more quickly and out of
material with less strength on the molecular level than materials
previous to 1850. Before 1850 paper was made out of cotton, linen,
and hemp. These materials have long, strong fibers even after they

are beaten into pulp. At that time there were few additives put into
the paper. As the process became more mechanized and
industrialized in the 1850’s trees were used as the base material and
bleaches and fillers were added to enhance the brightness and
smoothness of the sheets and generally make the paper more
saleable to publishers.
As paper ages the bonds that hold the fibers together become brittle
and darken. This process is not so noticeable in papers from the
17th and 18th century because of the inherent strength of the linen
and cotton but trees are short fibered and as the aging process
occurs paper made from trees breaks down more quickly, the
chemical additives aiding in the rapid breakdown. Fluctuations in
relative humidity (RH) and temperature (temp) cause acceleration
of chemical reactions within the paper that speed up its
deterioration. We also have other materials within our collection
that are not paper based such as furniture, textiles and photographs
which also have their own inherent vice and their own temperature
and relative humidity needs that can help slow down their
deterioration.
For fine art and furniture the differences in response to changes in
RH are even more problematic. A painting, for example, can be
even more susceptible to damage. A treasure such as this may have
a linen canvas that is particularly responsive to changes in RH, but
also have oil-based paint that is far less responsive. The result:
expanding and contracting backing leading to cracking and eventual
flaking off of the paint. In this example too, the frame and hanging
hardware for the piece may experience the same type of expanding
and contracting weakening the frame.
What is critical to the long-term survival of Maryland’s
documentary treasures and artistic property is stability and
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consistency in RH. It is clear from the data we have, as exhibited in
the date provided on the CD ROM attached and the charts
accompanying this document, that this required stability does not
exist at our rented facilities. The other enemy of our collections is
temperature. It too will cause long term deterioration. Here again,
there is ample evidence that our rented facilities do not provide the
kind of protection we should be providing.

begins to grow and higher temperatures will accelerate the growth
of mold. Most importantly, though, temperature and humidity must
remain constant - - 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. The only
caveat to this is that guidelines for the storage of paper records
allow for a gradual shift in temperature and relative humidity (in
one direction) of three degrees Fahrenheit and / or the percent
relative humidity following a change of the seasons.

Owing to basic fundamentals of chemistry, all natural materials
degrade with time. Our responsibility is to control the temperature,
relative humidity, light levels and pollution to retard this
degradation for the benefit of future generations.

Consequences for Artwork and Furniture

What are the “correct” temperature and humidity set points for
archival storage?
There has been an enormous amount of research in the area but as
yet no definitive standard adopted worldwide. What we do know is
this:
1. Fluctuations in temperature (temp) and relative humidity
(RH) cannot be tolerated
2. Set points have been decreasing over time, meaning the
science has been pointing to lower temp and RH as having
the most beneficial effect
3. Most buildings not built specifically for an archival purpose
cannot achieve the desired stability in temp and RH. Most
also lack the filtration systems necessary to eliminate mold,
pollution and other contaminants.
Sound archival practice dictates that temperature for stored paper
materials be below 68 degrees Fahrenheit with a relative humidity
range of 45 to 50 percent. 68 % humidity is the level at which mold

Accepted museum and conservation standards for fine arts and
furniture indicate that the optimum range for most objects is 68°72°F with a no more than a plus or minus 3° fluctuation in 24
hours. Relative humidity (RH) in the range of 50% with a plus or
minus 5% variation is preferred for collections of oil paintings and
furniture, which are especially vulnerable to variations in RH.
While small fluctuations of temperature and relative humidity (as
well as seasonal drift) are unavoidable, daily conditions should not
change more than 1-2° F and the humidity levels should be
controlled to within a 5% variance daily. Damage and
embrittlement can begin to occur to organic materials (paint and
wood) when RH drops below 45%.

2. Factors that influence the existence and/or magnitude of the
problem
The Permanent Record
Records transfers to the Archives over the past 10 years have
exceeded expectations. The main Archives facility in Annapolis
was filled to capacity before 2000, although, when it was built in
1985, it was projected to be able to meet demand until 2005.
Records transfers are not expected to subside, and in fact, agencies
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should be encouraged to move permanent record material out of
office space and into archival storage.
The most significant problem is the lack of climate control in any of
the adjunct rented facilities. The appropriate guideline temperature
range for permanent retention of record material is 64 to 68 degrees
Fahrenheit with a Relative Humidity (RH) between 45 and 50%.
These temperature and humidity levels should be maintained
constant 24 hours a day and 365 days per year. The temperature
should not vary more than plus or minus two degrees Fahrenheit
and the relative humidity should not vary more than plus or minus
three percent in any given twenty-four hour period. Electronic
equipment requires similar environmental conditions. Note that
furniture and fine art have slightly different guidelines as a slightly
higher RH is recommended
Materials adapt to changes in ambient RH by changes in their
internal moisture content. Each material has its own behavior
pattern (e.g., will soak up more or less RH, may ripple or distort
etc), and each possesses its own “equilibrium” for any specific RH
level.
Expansion is one response to an increase in moisture. Fluctuations
in RH are particularly problematic because they cause additional
internal stresses to the material created by the differences that exist
between the inside of, for example, a book and the surrounding air
and the constant struggle to achieve moisture equilibrium.

18 The Prince George’s County Courthouse engulfed in flames, November 3,
2004. (Associated Press photo)

There is another factor that influences the existence of the problem.
That is the real threat from total loss due to fire or some other
disaster. In the unfortunate incident depicted above, the courthouse
burned immediately following renovations and mere days before
the court records were to be returned to the building.
Fine Art
In 1996, the state of Maryland gave $15 million to the Peabody
Institute for its endowment fund, and in exchange the state assumed
ownership of the collection, thereby preserving it for the people of
Maryland and avoiding its sale, piece-by-piece, at public auction. In
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doing so, the state made a commitment to care for the collection so
that it could displayed for the benefit of the citizens of Maryland
and the general public.

irrefutable scientific evidence, there have been times when the
temperature and humidity have been so bad that the condition
would result in mold growth in less than 19 days.

To a certain extent the state has followed through on this promise—
many of the finest works from the Peabody Collection are on loan
to cultural institutions in Baltimore where they are seen by
thousands of visitors to the Baltimore Museum of Art and the
Walters Art Museum. This is possible through the support of those
institutions in sharing the responsibility for the care and
interpretation of these works of art. However, in other cases the
state has fallen far behind in maintaining the Peabody Collection. In
FY2001, the Commission on Artistic Property received $30,000 to
fund a condition assessment of the Peabody Collection, which
determined that overall the collection required over 28,000 hours of
conservation, amounting to roughly $2.25 million in contractual
services. To date, the total amount of conservation funds received
for the entire state owned art collections, has been less than
$200,000.

• The art collections must be properly stored.

The state has also failed to make good on other aspects of that
promise made in 1996. The attached inventory shows that over
1,000 items from the state-owned art collection are housed in
storage at other institutions. In addition, the state has been paying
rent for offsite storage at a number of facilities. The largest number
of objects are stored in a space that is not appropriate for art
storage. Photos attached to this report show that the furniture and
fine art are intermingled with a variety of other items and they are
not secure enough. The landlord has on occasion moved the state’s
fine art without permission and contrary to the terms of the lease.
Most significantly, the data logger readings (also attached)
demonstrate that while the space is purported to be conditioned, it is
frequently out of acceptable range. As documented through

• When possible, the art should be made available for
public viewing.
• Some measured steps should be taken to preserve
and conserve the fine art by providing a
conservation lab dedicated to that purpose.
•

The intent of this request is NOT to take art that is
already on display in our cultural institutions and
move them to an Annapolis facility. Rather, those
objects should stay on display. Objects that have
been in long-term storage are what is targeted by
this request.

3. Historical data showing how factors have changed over time
and future projections
Attached to this program document are the historical equivalents of
the Part I Facilities Master Plan documents from the early 1930’s
and the plan document that was drafted in the early 1980’s. Both
documents convey similar arguments to those presented herein.
The factors have really changed little over time.
A small percentage of the records created by government should be
preserved for posterity. The fine art, furniture and other objects that
have been deemed worthy of accessioning in to the fine arts
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collection deserve preservation and the public deserves to have
periodic access to view the most significant of these pieces.
The factors influencing the problem relating specifically to the
amount of material regularly transferred to the Archives have
remained static.
Each year there has been a steady flow of permanent record
material to the Archives. The chart below indicates in cubic feet
how much record material was transferred to the Archives as well
as total holdings in each of the fiscal years conveyed. It should be
pointed out that in those years when the amount of material
transferred dipped below 9,000 cubic feet, transfers had been halted
because of lack of storage space.

Fiscal Year
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008

Transfers Records in custody
13,031.90
196,674
10,259.89
209,706
9,774.31
219,480
10,884.50
230,365
8,061.33
238,426
13,940.29
252,366
8,232.45
260,599
16,017.90
276,617
16,889.11
293,506
23,533.07
317,039

Table 1 Cubic Feet of record material transferred to the Archives with cumulative
total of amount of record material in all facilities

Notes: the FY 2008 number reflects transfers through May of 2008.
Also, in 2005 Part 1 submission the analyst raised a good question
about standard measurement methodology and whether all items
conformed to a standard measurement e.g., one box = one cubic
foot. Not all holdings conform to a standard measurement. Objects
under the care of the Commission on Artistic Property will vary
greatly in size and storage requirements. Even records will vary
greatly in size and container requirements. The Archives attempts
to normalize the storage requirements into cubic feet for
presentations such as the capital budget request and the Managing
For Results submission. For example, bound volumes which may
be placed twelve volumes to one shelf that normally would
accommodate six cubic feet would be calculated as .5 cubic feet per
volume.

The Candlewood Road facility has a total capacity of
77,364 cubic feet.
Candlewood now has 57,559 cubic feet of material.
Of the remaining 19,805 cubic feet capacity, 11,138 has
been encumbered by pending transfers. Those are
transfers that the Archives has agreed to accept and the
process to inventory and take physical custody has
begun.
That leaves only 8,668 cubic feet of capacity.
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Significantly, more than 50% of the total
holdings of record materials of the State of
Maryland are now housed in rented facilities
that lack environmental controls.

The source of this data is annual reports for early years (1980 and
1996) and information is derived from databases which track the
holdings of the Maryland State Archives down to the box level. For
each record container type (clam shell, volume, record center box
etc.), there is a known space requirement e.g., a standard record
center box takes up 1 cubic foot of space. In performing
background research for this document, the Archives reviewed the
measurement methodology and analyzed all records transfer
receipts for the last ten years.
4. Historical data showing how the facilities problems
themselves have changed in the recent past and projections to
show how they are expected to change in the future.
Two of the Archives’ three warehouses are now full to capacity.
The third warehouse, the Candlewood Road facility, was added in
May 2005 and is expected to reach capacity in FY 2009. This
assumes an average rate of records transfer of 15,000 cubic feet of
material per year based on the anticipated transfers from the
judiciary, the legislature and executive agencies.

For the record material, they have changed only to the extent that as
more record material is stored in substandard space, the larger the
percentage of our permanent record material is in jeopardy.
The lack of environmental controls at the rented facilities is not
anticipated to be rectified.
Documented problems in rented warehouse where fine arts are
stored
On August 8, 2007, the MSA data logger in the rented art storage
facility (CDS Logistics) recorded a temperature reading of 74.5
degrees Fahrenheit and a relative humidity reading of 78.7%. These
conditions threaten the preservation of artwork by being well above
acceptable levels for art storage environments of 68-72 degrees with
50% (+/- 5) humidity. Furthermore, these conditions were recorded
in a rented facility for which the state has contracted, and paid a
premium for, museum standard climate control. At these levels, the
objects were a mere 19 days from mold germination.
A preservation calculator that simulates aging reveals that at these
conditions, the objects at CDS were aging very fast, and would be
irreparably damaged in 13 years if regularly exposed to these
conditions. Dramatic fluctuations of temperature and relative
humidity have been noted for the last 4 years. Unauthorized access
to storage areas and movement of the collection by warehouse
personnel occurred in 2004 and caused damage to several paintings
during this significant security breach. Non-warehouse personnel
are regularly permitted unescorted access to the secure art storage
room, and the loading dock door is often left open permitting easy
entry into the secure space. It is expected that all of these
conditions will continue in the future.
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Dramatic fluctuations of temperature and relative humidity at CDS
Logistics have been recorded on a regular basis for the past 4 years,
and these trends, along with regular security breaches, are
anticipated to continue indefinitely. On February 8, 2006 relative
humidity levels dropped to 29.2%, then rose to 73.2% on August 10
of the same year. On January 29, 2007, the humidity level fell to
29.7%, then rose to 80.5% on July 10, falling again to 22.9% on
December 4. Museum standards for fluctuation of relative humidity
allow for a daily shift of 2%; the three aforementioned fluctuations
at CDS during 2007 accounted for more than 108%! The
similarities of data readings from 2006 and 2007 suggest that these
trends will continue into 2008 and beyond.
Fluctuations of Temperature and Relative Humidity
CDS Logistics, June 2004 – December 2007
Off-site
storage
facility
CDS
Logistics

Date
Range
6/3/0412/25/07

Optimal
Humidity
Fluctuation
+/- 2 % per
day

Actual
Humidity
Fluctuation
58%

Optimal
Temperature
Fluctuation
+/- 3
degrees F
per day

Actual
Temperature
Fluctuation
25 degrees F

5. Consequences of the facilities problems for the Archives
conduct of operations
At the most fundamental level the consequences can be summed up
quite simply: future generations will be deprived of access to
material that help shape and define our society and ourselves.
The Image Permanence Institute at the Rochester Institute of
Technology has developed The Preservation Calculator which

measures the length of time a collection of organic materials (paper)
will last at given temperature and humidity levels. Archives’
Conservation Lab staff have been monitoring these levels at three of
the four off-site storage facilities, using state-of-the-art dataloggers.
The data are being collected by Onset HOBO Pro Series data
loggers. The devices were calibrated by the manufacturers, and
because they are not located outside in extreme weather, the
calibrations should last at least 3 years with no more than a 1% drift
over time.
Based on the data collected, the following results from the three offsite warehouses are as follows:
Facility

Hammonds Ferry
Ordnance Road
Candlewood Road
(51 days of
readings)

Annual
Temperature
Range (degrees F.)
50-80
51-84
Above 78

Annual Humidity
Range
27-66%
23-62%
41 days: over
58%
24 days: over
68% (note: 68%
is the RH at
which mold
spores begin to
germinate)

Expected
materials
lifespan
15-44 years
15-51 years
5-35 years

Sound archival practice dictates that temperature for stored paper
materials be below 68 degrees Fahrenheit with a relative humidity
range of 45 to 50 percent. (Artwork and furniture have slightly
different requirements). Most importantly though, temperature and
humidity must remain constant - - 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.
The only caveat to this is that guidelines for the storage of paper
records allow for a gradual shift in temperature and relative
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humidity (in one direction) of three degrees Fahrenheit and / or the
percent relative humidity following a change of the seasons. The
Archives conservation staff monitoring indicates that none of the
warehouse facilities comes close to meeting these standards.

Efficiency – while secondary to the issue of the very survival of the
record, it is worth noting nonetheless
The reference function of State Archives continues to serve citizens,
executive, legislative and judicial agencies by providing ready
access to public records which touch upon the daily lives of
Marylanders and which facilitate the efficient and effective running
of State government. The function provides individuals with
access to vital records, deeds to property, criminal and civil court
cases, tax assessments and a wide-variety of other documents
needed for legal purposes or the conduct of personal or business
affairs. In effect, the State Archives provides individuals with the
essential evidence they need to secure and protect their rights.
Traditionally, these records have also been used by genealogists and
historical researchers, who in the past have been a major component
of the Archives’ patronage. While visits by our traditional patrons,
i.e., genealogists and historical researchers have been on the
decline, visits by individuals seeking more modern records have
been on the rise and, given the increase in court records and other
records being transferred to the Archives, will grow.
Reference also serves the Maryland Judiciary and other State
agencies by maintaining government records in a secure and safe
environment and by providing timely access, either traditionally
through providing paper copies or electronically with on-line
access. Given the increase in the transfer of court records and

other State agency records to the Archives and its three off-site
warehouses, the demand for access will only grow.
Aside from the daily research requests from governmental officials,
the press and others, the Archives fulfills many other types of
demands for access to governmental records, publications, personal
papers, records of private organizations, maps, Maryland historical
newspapers and the list goes on. At the broadest level, the three
most significant types of requests may be categorized as:
1. files management services provided to government agencies
2. research and copy services to the public and government
3. requests handled via the Internet.
For the first two types of requests, the Archives analyzed two years
of data (FY2006 and FY2007) from the reference work order
system. Fully 51% of orders for Archives services fall into that first
category. Due to the method by which request records are
categorized, the balance between research/copy orders for private
citizens and government agencies is less clearly defined. However,
8.3% of research requests can be clearly attributed to government
agencies, for a total of 59.3% of requests coming from government.
40.3% of the total fall into categories dominated by citizen requests.
The government requests can be further broken down. 7.3% of
these actions are criminal history checks undertaken in compliance
with the Federal Brady firearms law. Due to the time limits
required by the Brady law these requests are given first priority for
fulfillment, and are generally completed within three business days
of receipt. 30% are legal case files requested back by the Judiciary
for use in court. These have second priority and can take 1-5
business days to fulfill, depending upon the size (number of files
requested) and complexity of the order. Files services for other
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agencies, which are somewhat less time critical, take significantly
longer. DHR social services requests (10.8% of the total) can take
1-10 business days to fulfill, as do general requests from other
agencies, such as the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner (postmortem files.)
Direct citizen services (40.3% of the overall total) have necessarily
been given secondary priority. These range from requests for legal
documents (i.e. marriage, birth or death certificates) to historical
and legal research. Response times can range from a half an hour
(for a simple request placed in person for a death certificate held at
the Annapolis building) to four weeks for complex research
inquiries requiring extensive investigations in collections that are
physically separated by miles.
Thus, response time to inquiries vary widely. A critical factor is
that the storage location of a requested file can be in any one of four
buildings (Annapolis or the three warehouses) separated by at least
20 miles from headquarters. Orders must be written and transmitted
to the remote staff, with the delays inherent in such
communications. The warehouse staff must shuttle from facility to
facility to service the requests. Documents must be removed from
the relative safety of storage and transported across public roads to
imaging facilities for copying. The remote operations require
duplication of services that could be consolidated in one facility.
The centralization of Archives operations on the Annapolis campus
offers significant efficiencies that will benefit the Archives’ private
and public constituencies, as well as greater security for the
collections.
In sum, moving records around among scattered facilities is
extremely inefficient and contributes to the degradation of their
condition

Requests that are handled via the Internet not only result in much
faster and more efficient service, they also help the Archives fulfill
its mission of preserving permanent records by making facsimiles
available over the web. In Fiscal Year 2007, the Archives received
605,265,413 requests for data on our website and transferred 48,539
gigabytes (47 terabytes) to fulfill these requests. We expect that by
the end of Fiscal Year 2009 we will transfer 12,000% more data to
the public per year than in Fiscal Year 2004. By the end of Fiscal
Year 2007, the vast holdings of the Archives were managed by over
ten billion database records.
In the past, genealogists and historical researchers constituted a
major component of the Archives’ patronage. Visits by these
traditional groups have leveled off in recent years. Newer patrons
have an immediate need for access to vital records, deeds to
property, criminal and civil court cases, tax assessments and a wide
variety of other documents needed for legal purposes. Indeed, the
Archives provides these researchers with the essential evidence they
need to secure and protect their rights.
Some facts about just a few of our websites:
plats.net

In FY 2007, users of plats.net accessed 1,860,238
plat images 97.6% from their homes and offices. It
was not that long ago that to getting a copy of a plat
involved a visit to one of the 24 courthouses.

mdlandrec.net The Archives has over 70,000 subscribers to
mdlandrec.net compared to 7,061 visitors to our
Search Room for all of fiscal year 2007
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mdgovpics.net Thousands of photos are downloaded. In the past,
photos were developed by traditional means and sent
via U.S. mail at considerable expense.
Mdvitalrec.net In the past, obtaining a copy of a vital record (birth
and death) entailed searching index information at
the Archives. By placing some of the indexes
online, the Archives allows customers to do their
own research and thus speed up retrieval. Last year,
56% of all orders were from individuals who found
their own index reference online without the help of
an archivist.

Providing these services via the web to tens of thousands
of people who would otherwise have to visit the courts,
the archives or other governmental facilities saves us all
in terms of energy savings and more efficient use of time.
Despite the ability to serve more people through electronic means,
the state still has a responsibility to provide for the care and
preservation of the permanent record material that may exist in
paper form. In addition, the Archives cannot yet envision a day
where there would not be a steady stream of requests for access to
records through the traditional means. Our analysis indicates that
providing records that are maintained off-site adds an additional
three to five days to a standard request. Consolidating the records
will allow the Archives to achieve same day service for most
requests.
State Owned Art Collections
Failure to resolve the inappropriate storage of the state-owned art
collection will lead to continued deterioration of the objects and

reduce the number of objects suitable for public display. This will
mean that fewer people will be able to have access to the treasures
of the state’s collection unless adequate state funding is provided to
pay for the necessary conservation treatments. Over time, the
continued deterioration of the objects will cause irreparable damage
that will prevent further exhibition and access of certain objects.
This fact is perhaps most dramatically illustrated in the case of the
state’s obligation in accepting responsibility for the care and
preservation of the Peabody Collection in 1996. The lack of
resources dedicated to the state owned art collections since then has
seriously jeopardized the Commission on Artistic Property’s ability
to fulfill this obligation.
According to the terms of the agreement negotiated in 1996, the
state of Maryland gave $15 million to the Peabody Institute for its
endowment fund, and in exchange the state assumed ownership of
the collection, thereby preserving it for the people of Maryland and
avoiding its sale, piece-by-piece, at public auction. In doing so, the
state made a commitment to care for the collection so that it could
be displayed for the benefit of the citizens of Maryland and the
general public.
To a certain extent the state has followed through on this promise—
many of the finest works from the Peabody Collection are on loan
to cultural institutions in Baltimore where they are seen by
thousands of visitors to the Baltimore Museum of Art and the
Walters Art Museum. This is possible through the support of those
institutions in sharing the responsibility for the care and
interpretation of these works of art. For example, Young Woman in
Black (also called Portrait of Madame J) was painted by Mary
Cassatt in 1883. This painting is considered to be a masterpiece of
the American Impressionist movement, and has been featured in

The Maryland State Archives
Facilities Program
Page 38 of 62

exhibitions throughout the world. On long-term loan from the state
to the Baltimore Museum of Art, it should remain in the custody of
the BMA because its exhibit there (as well as its exhibit overseas)
offers the maximum exposure to the citizens of Maryland and the
general public.

The attached inventory shows that over 1,000 items from the stateowned art collection are housed in storage at other institutions. In
addition, the state has been paying rent for offsite storage at a
number of facilities. The largest number of objects are stored in a
space that is not appropriate for art storage. Photos attached to this
report show that the furniture and fine art are intermingled with a
variety of other items and they are not secure enough. The landlord
has on occasion moved the state’s fine art without permission and
contrary to the terms of the lease. Most significantly, the data
logger readings (also attached) demonstrate that while the space is
purported to be conditioned, it is frequently out of acceptable range.
As documented through irrefutable scientific evidence, there have
been times when the temperature and humidity have been so bad
that the condition would result in mold growth in less than 19 days.

6. How the facilities problems contribute to the operational and
service delivery deficiencies

19 Mary Cassatt's Young Woman in Black

In some respects, however, the state has failed to make good on that
promise made in 1996. In FY2001, the Commission on Artistic
Property received $30,000 to fund a condition assessment of the
Peabody Collection, which determined that overall the collection
required over 28,000 hours of conservation, amounting to roughly
$2.25 million in contractual services. To date, the total amount of
conservation funds received for the entire state owned art
collections, has been less than $200,000.

Preservation
First and foremost, the Archives, as the custodian of the permanent
record and of the fine art collections, is charged by statute and
regulation with ensuring the long-term viability of these treasures.
This capital item will address a deficiency that goes to the heart of
the most fundamental mission of the Archives by providing an
adequate amount of space suitable to the purpose of preservation.

Preservation of our Fine Art
Storage of objects at off-site locations make it difficult for Archives
staff to regularly monitor environmental conditions, security and
access, and to effectively manage the collections on a day-to-day
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basis. Storage of artwork in a facility without suitable climate
control for museum objects has caused damage to the objects and
artifacts in that location. Visible mold growth has been documented
on several pieces of furniture and continued exposure to
inappropriate environmental conditions will cause additional mold
growth, flaking paint, corroding surfaces, failing mattes, losses of
ornament on gilt frames, and embrittlement of all objects. The
majority of objects in storage are unsuitable for public display
because of continued exposure to these conditions. These objects
will continue deteriorate without expenditures of conservation
monies to stabilize and make them suitable for public display.

All that we really know of ourselves and
our world is the past; and all that we
really know of the past is that part which
has survived in the form of material
objects. Only a small fraction of our
history is recorded in literature, and
literature is subject to the errors of
human interpretation. Only the material
specimens of human and natural history
are indisputable; they are the raw
materials of history, the undeniable
facts, the truth about our past.
Conservation is the means by which we
preserve them. It is an act of faith in the
future. (Ward,1982)2

2

Ward, P.R. 1982 ‘Conservation: Keeping the Past Alive’, Museum 34 (1), 6-9

The Maryland State Archives is fortunate to have a working and
quite functional paper conservation lab. Over the years, countless
number of works on paper have been preserved and repaired most
often to make them capable of being scanned before retiring them in
an appropriate container.
The fine art lab specializes in the preservation and conservation of
paintings and other objects. Often, paintings and objects that
require conservation will need to be in the laboratory setting for
months and maybe even years at a time. Having an art conservation
lab on site will allow the archives the opportunity to begin to repair
the many, many pieces of fine art in need of attention. It will also
afford us the opportunity to lend space to conservators who may not
be able to afford a laboratory setting. The Archives has been
successful with identifying talented instructors in the art of
conservation and utilizing their skills as they teach the next
generation of conservators using objects within the state’s
collection. The Archives recognizes that it will never be budgeted
the funds necessary to contract out these expensive services, but a
thoughtful, entrepreneurial approach will lead to the preservation of
the most important elements of our collections. An art conservation
lab is imperative to this endeavor.
Preservation of the Record
The Archives has applied the data gathered by the data loggers to a
tool known as the Preservation Calculator. The Preservation
Calculator is a computer modeling program designed for use as a
planning and analysis tool for collection storage environments in
libraries, archives, and museums. It was developed by The Image
Permanence Institute (IPI). The IPI is a University-based research
laboratory devoted to scientific research in the preservation of
visual and other forms of recorded information and was founded by

The Maryland State Archives
Facilities Program
Page 40 of 62

the combined efforts and sponsorship of the Rochester Institute of
Technology and the Society for Imaging Science and Technology.
The Preservation Calculator shows how temperature and humidity
combine to influence the rate of decay of organic material such as
paper records. The Preservation Calculator is concerned with two
forms of decay that commonly occur in collections containing
organic materials:
o

o

Natural aging caused by spontaneous chemical change
within the material. This is the form of decay that causes
browning and embrittlement of paper, fading of dyes, and
many other preservation problems. The effect of storage
conditions on the rate of natural aging of collections is
measured by the Preservation Index (PI). The higher the PI,
the better conditions are for preservation of organic
materials.
Mold damage due to the growth of xerophilic species of
mold such as aspergillus and penicillium. Mold growth
causes stains, odors, weakening, and general disintegration
of organic collection objects. The Preservation Calculator
gives the estimated time it will take for spores of xerophilic
mold species to germinate at a particular environmental
condition.3

Summary temperature and humidity range information from the
three warehouse facilities appear below. The numbers in
(parentheses) indicate the degree of fluctuation.
Readings from the prior capital budget request – data collected
August of 2005.
3

The Image Permanence Institute, September 2005,
http://www.imagepermanenceinstitute.org/index.html

Candlewood Temperature
Relative Humidity

76.5 – 90.2 degrees F (14)
32.4 % - 67.2 % (35)

Hammonds Ferry Temperature
76.6 – 84.4 degrees F (8)
Relative Humidity 51 % - 64 % (13)
Ordnance Road Temperature
78.8 – 88.8 degrees F (10)
Relative Humidity 39.3 % - 59.9 % (20)
Using the Preservation Calculator, the Archives developed the chart
below. The chart provides the lifespan in years for documents
housed at the warehouse if the given extremes in temperature and
humidity were to continue at that extreme.
Lifespan in years of Documents as Calculated by the Preservation Calendar
Lowest
Temperature
Lowest Humidity
Highest
Temperature
Lowest Humidity
Lowest
Temperature
Highest Humidity
Highest
Temperature
Highest Humidity

Hammonds Ferry

Ordnance Road

Candlewood

25

28

38

15

16

17

17

17

16

11

10

7
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Examples of Unacceptable 1-Day Temperature Fluctuations at OffSite Storage Facilities
Off-site
storage facility

Date
Range

High
Temperature

Low
Temperature

Hammonds
Ferry Road

4/23/07

72.4°F

63.5°F

Ordnance
Road
Candlewood
Road

3/12/07

69.7° F

62.8° F

7/27/06

90.9°F

84.3°F

CDS Logistics

9/17/06

72.4° F

66.9° F

Notable
spikes
during 24hour period
65.6° to
63.5° to
72.4°
62.8° to
69.7°
85.8° to
84.3° to
90.9°
68.3° to
66.9° to
72.4°

Examples of Unacceptable 1-Day Relative Humidity Fluctuations at
Off-Site Storage Facilities
Off-site storage
facility

Date
Range

High Humidity

Low
Humidity

Hammonds
Ferry Road

11/16/06

52.1%

44.8%

Ordnance Road

2/12/07

25.3%

17.9%

Candlewood
Road

3/14/06

46.0%

22.2%

CDS Logistics

7/1/07

80.5%

58.6%

Notable spikes
during 24-hour
period
50% to 47.4%
to 49% to
44.8% to
52.1%
23% to 17.9%
to 25.3%
46.0% to
22.2% to
34.8%
58.6% to 9.9%
to 62.3% to
71.4% to 7.4%
to 80.5% to
68.4% to
73.3%

Another deficiency arises from the storage of records in separate
facilities. Service to the public and to state agencies has
deteriorated as more and more record material is being stored in
multiple locations. Each adjunct facility is over 20 miles from the
main Archives building in Annapolis. At present, it can take
several days for a requested record to be located and delivered to
Annapolis for viewing or for scanning for electronic delivery. This
presents a serious problem for individuals or businesses that need a
legal document immediately. In addition, records have to be moved
around among facilities for accessioning, processing, conservation,
and storage. This is detrimental to the records and an inefficient use
of staff and resources.
Security is another important component of our preservation
responsibility. As noted earlier, none of the warehouse facilities are
patrolled by state security. No monitoring or alarm system exists.
None of the entrance or loading dock / garage doors to the
warehouse facilities are reinforced.
Providing a secure environment for agencies to transfer
permanent records helps to ensure that they will not be
discarded.

But there is another aspect of security. It relates to preservation by
the mere act of having an archive in which to transfer permanent
material. Lacking such a facility has led to the unauthorized
destruction of material. It also is manifest in the safeguarding of the
material from theft or alienation. Having an institution dedicated to
preservation and access helps ensure the safety of the record. The
Archives will present in Section 8 a long list of real world examples
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of theft, alienation and outright disregard for the records
management law.

scanning and digitizing capabilities where the records are located.

Access
The ability to make historical records available in an electronic
environment, including land records, vital records, and probate
records, is critical to the Archives’ mission of making records
accessible. As resources to serve people in the Archives’ public
search room and through telephone reference services – both of
which have been seriously curtailed in recent years – it has become
increasingly important to place such records and the indexes to
them online. This capital item will provide space necessary to have

7. How seriously the operational and service delivery
deficiencies affect the ability of the Archives to attain its mission

An archives should be designed and built with
specific design criteria including:
1. The ability to deal with extreme conditions
such as tornadoes and hurricanes
2. Maximum fire rating for walls, roof, columns,
floors etc., and minimum of combustible
materials. (There are also many materials and
finishing products common to other facilities
that should be avoided)
3. Adequate vapor barriers and insulation to
inhibit moisture infiltration and to reduce
thermal gain or loss
4. The number of windows and doors should be
minimized

The primary mission of the Archives is to preserve and make
accessible the records of state government that are of permanent
value. Given the climate conditions in which many of these records
are stored, their very long-term survival is in jeopardy. It is
imperative that they be maintained in an archival secure
environment. The existing storage facilities situation prevents the
Archives and the Commission on Artistic Property from carrying
out their missions to preserve, manage, secure, make publicly
accessible and interpret the art collections owned by the state of
Maryland.

The acquisition of rented warehouse facilities was meant to be a
short term, stop gap measure. Warehouses generally are
substandard from an archival standpoint for many, many reasons.
The very fabric of a building, (its floors, foundation, structural
columns, roof etc), are key to the survival of an Archives. The
building must be constructed of sturdy, fireproof materials given the
volatile nature of the contents of the building.
Most important is an HVAC system specifically designed to
maintain a constant level temperature and humidity. Standard airconditioning systems simply do not have the ability to maintain the
constancy that is required. Further, facilities available for rent on
the open market almost never have the kind of temperature and
humidity control that is needed for archives and museum spaces.
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Fine art storage and true archival storage is a very specialized
market with limited space.
Air quality is also an important component of the HVAC system.
Modern day archives (including the Edward C. Papenfuse State
Archives) are designed with specialized filtration systems that keep
the air in constant motion and eliminate contaminants such as Co2,
dust, mold and other impurities.
Light, or more specifically ultraviolet light, needs to be minimized.
The “stack spaces” of an archives should not have any exterior
windows. Access and egress should never be directly to the
outdoors.
The standard, contemporary warehouse facility is not much more
than a concrete slab with a shell enclosure, flat roof and loading
docks. The warehouse facilities that currently house Maryland’s
permanent records have:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

No air-conditioning or pollution control
No insulation to speak of - No vapor barrier at all
Too many loading dock doors, windows and skylights
Insufficient fire detection and suppression
Minimal intrusion protection
No security
Insufficient structural integrity to withstand extreme
weather

These and other deficiencies render the concept of retrofitting to
correct for temperature impractical.

8. Historical data showing how the magnitude of the
operational and service delivery deficiencies has in the past and
projections showing how it is expected to change in the future
The magnitude of operational and service delivery deficiencies are
measured and presented here in four distinct areas:
1. Capacity - Maximum amount of Maryland’s permanent
treasures that can be accommodated.
2. Efficiency - Degree to which the Archives has effective
storage and retrieval of public documents, and
3. Condition – the State of, fitness and suitability of the
space that houses permanent material.
4. Security – degree to which materials are safeguarded
against theft, loss or alienation
Capacity
The most basic requirement for record preservation is to move
records from a costly (often destructive) office environment to the
secure and environmentally stable custody of the State Archives. A
huge obstacle to achieving this primary objective is the lack of
space in which to safely house archival material. Presently, in
addition to the Dr. Edward C. Papenfuse State Archives Building in
Annapolis, three adjunct facilities hold government records.
Together, these facilities store 317,039 cubic feet of permanent
record material. Significantly, over half that amount is held in
substandard, rented facilities. The lack of temperature and humidity
controls in the rented spaces threatens the longevity of these
permanent records. In addition, despite the migration from paper to
electronic records in government, the quantity of permanent records
created by State and local government continues to grow.
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The Records Management Division of the Department of General
Services is, by statute, responsible for coordinating the records
management program for the state. The Division manages the
records of all departments and agencies of Maryland State
government and helps prepare retention and disposal schedules for
those records. The Division is also charged with conducting a
statewide records inventory every five years. The first one occurred
in 1985 and the last one in 2001. The surveys are planning tools
designed, in part, to quantify the amount of permanently valuable
record materials that will over time become the responsibility of the
Archives for both storage and preservation. The actual results of the
surveys have not met expectations because many agencies
submitted incomplete inventory forms or none at all. The following
chart provides some summary information taken from each 5 year
survey.

The Archives has used these figures to quantify the volume of
permanent records remaining in agency custody, and ultimately
destined for archival storage, but with little confidence that the
numbers reflected reality. What we do know is that the numbers
are on the low side and there is more permanent material destined
for the Archives that has not been included in the five year survey.
An analysis of the 2001 survey results illustrates many of the
problems. No returns are available for the legislative and judicial
branches and the registers of wills because no survey forms were
sent to them. Yet, these three areas alone generate significant
permanent collections. Only six colleges and universities
responded. Only twenty-nine constitutional offices, executive
departments, or independent agencies submitted forms. No
information is available from local government, yet the law
specifically calls on the archives to be the ultimate custodian of all
records of all “instrumentalities of the state” including county and
municipal governments, task forces, commissions etc.

Permanent Record Material in Agency Custody (cubic feet)
BRANCH/ENTITY

1985

1990

1995

2001

Executive

14,188

53,802

18,847

39,202

Legislative

63

6,437

0

0

Judiciary

48,809

149,601

134,935

0

Registers of Wills

11,866

18,632

18,794

0

Colleges and
Universities

12,871

39,688

14,102

6,202

87,797

268,160

186,678

45,404

TOTALS

Quantities are given in cubic feet. Columns with totals of 0 reflect
the absence of survey forms being submitted.

A review back in 2002 of the eighteen executive departments shows
the obstacles preventing effective use the survey results. Eleven of
the departments returned survey forms. The data from some
agencies, such as Health and Mental Hygiene and the Environment
seemed to be especially thorough. With other departments, such as
Human Resources and Transportation, only a few divisions or
offices completed the inventories.
It should also be noted that the 2001 survey was based on existing
lists of permanent records as identified on retention schedules, no
matter how out of date. Thus, many records that would be classified
as permanent, if not described on a schedule, were likely missed
completely.
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As recently as this past month the Archives was made aware of a
whole division with the Maryland State Highway Administration
that has gone for years without a retention schedule. This
realization came about when the Archives was asked to assist with
the scanning and ultimate storage of hundreds of thousands of road
inventory forms. The forms document the establishment and
condition of the whole of the state road system. They are
exceptionally important not just from a historical perspective but
also from a financial one as the data derived from the inventory is
what is used to distribute road maintenance funds among the
jurisdictions. This division, the Highway Information Services
Division, is the custodian of some of the most important
information within the State Highway Administration. They map
the roads, maintain the inventory and posses some very significant
collections including documentation relating to the boundary
dispute between Allegany and Garrett County and survey material
related to the Mason Dixon line.
Lacking a retention schedule means that there is no knowledge of
these important records outside of the unit of government. It also
means that there is no legitimate way to determine what to hold on
to and for how long. This is NOT meant as a criticism of this
particular unit of government. In fact, they have done a good job of
maintaining and organizing vital governmental records. The point
is that a less than robust records management program stymies the
effective planning for and execution of an information lifecycle
management scheme.
Despite the incomplete data, an analysis in 2002 indicated that there
was at least 161,113 cubic feet of record material still in the custody
of agencies that was destined to be transferred to the Archives. The
analysis also indicated that the state was creating more permanent

record material each year - - - not less. The rate of increase was
estimated to be about 3,800 cubic feet per year.
Indeed, an analysis of records transfers to the Archives, which is
definitive and tracked by a database down to the box level, reveals a
long-term trend of steady increases in the amount of permanent
record material being created. From 1980 to the mid 1990’s the
average amount of material that was transferred to the Archives was
a bit over 6,500 cubic feet per year. From the mid 1990’s to the
present the average amount of material transferred per year is over
13,000 cubic feet.
The land records initiatives with the Judiciary has resulted in the
transfers of large amounts of materials over the next few years. It is
quite probable that the remaining warehouse space will be filled to
capacity before this program document is even considered.

Efficiency
The Archives warehouses are on average 23 miles from the main
facility in Annapolis. These adjunct facilities tend to house material
that was transferred more recently than those materials that fill the
space in Annapolis. Quiet naturally, this tends to be material that
people coming to the Archives may have the most urgent need for.
The Archives does not have staff to maintain a presence at each of
these facilities. Thus, people coming to Annapolis hoping to get
immediate service and walk away with whatever legal document
they are after are disappointed to find that it may be a couple days
before the document can be retrieved.
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Consolidating the record material in a building proximate to
Annapolis and staffed with existing Archives employees will allow
the agency to more efficiently manage records and provide same
day service through scanning and electronic transfer of documents.
Condition
The most compelling reason of all for this capital project is
premised in our responsibility for the care and preservation of the
permanent record. It is a well-established fact supported by
credible research that record material of permanent value must be
housed in a temperature and humidity controlled environment. As
stated earlier, the appropriate guideline temperature range for
permanent retention of record material is 64 to 68 degrees
Fahrenheit with a relative humidity between 45 and 50%. These
temperature and humidity levels should be maintained constant 24
hours a day and 365 days per year. The temperature should not
vary more than +/- two degrees Fahrenheit and the relative humidity
should not vary more than +/- three percent in any given twentyfour hour period. Allowances can be made for modest seasonal
shifts, but the most dramatic damage is done to paper records in
environments where there exists the combination of temperature
and humidity being outside of acceptable norms coupled with
significant fluctuations in short periods of time.
The Archives has tracked temperature and relative humidity
readings over the past year at all facilities. The data are being
collected by Onset HOBO Pro Series dataloggers. The devices
were calibrated by the manufacturers, and because they are not
located outside in extreme weather, the calibrations should last at
least 3 years with no more than a 1% drift over time.
Overall we are not doing well in the long-term preservation of our
historical records particularly those housed at warehouse facilities.

The three rented warehouse facilities used by the Maryland State
Archives have minimum environmental controls. As such, they
tend to reflect the outside environment with some buffering of the
temperature and relative humidity.
Our analysis of the data back in 2005 reveled the following:
At the Hammonds Ferry facility the temperature ranged from 50 –
80 degrees over the course of the year and the relative humidity
27% - 66% at any given time. It was within our acceptable RH
range from mid November to late December and in mid May to the
end of June. The Preservation Calculator gives a materials lifespan
of 15 – 44 years. The daily relative humidity fluctuations are from
2 – 6%.
The Ordnance Road facility had a yearly temperature range from 51
– 84 degrees and a relative humidity range of 23 – 62 %. It was
also within the acceptable range from mid November to late
December and June. The temperature is only at the acceptable
storage range for the month of April and for a few weeks in
October. The Preservation Calculator gives a materials lifespan of
15 – 51 years. The daily relative humidity fluctuations are from 1 –
12% in a day.
For the 2005 study the Candlewood Road facility had only been in
use for a short time and thus had the least amount of data to
analyze. It was evident from the 51 days of readings that the
documents housed there will have mold problems in the summer
months. Except for a week in June the temperatures have been
consistently above 78 degrees, the maximum office temperature and
at no time has the warehouse been below 73 degrees. The relative
humidity has little control and fluctuates from 3% - 15% in a day.
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Of the 51 days recorded 26 days appear to have relative humidity
fluctuations of greater than 12 % in a day. In that same 51 day
period 41 days have a relative humidity reading of greater than 55%
and 24 days the relative humidity was over 68%, the point at which
mold spores germinate. The Preservation Calculator indicates that
the material in the Candlewood Road facility will last from 5 – 35
years.
Datalogger readings for the Archives’ three offsite records storage
facilities showed the following results back in the 2005 analysis:
Temperature Readings at Off-site Storage Facilities
May 2004 – July 2005
Off-site
storage facility

Date Range

Hammonds
Ferry Road
Ordnance
Road
Candlewood
Road

5/27/047/28/05
5/26/047/26/05
6/6/057/26/05

Days
Measured

463

Days out of
acceptable
temperature
range
318

% of days out
of acceptable
temperature
range
66.5 %

462

304

65.8 %

97

97

100 %

Humidity Readings at Off-site Storage Facilities
May 2004 – July 2005
Off-site
storage facility

Date Range

Days
Measured

463

Days out of
acceptable
humidity
range
403

% of days out
of acceptable
humidity
range
87.0 %

Hammonds
Ferry Road
Ordnance
Road
Candlewood
Road

5/27/047/28/05
5/26/047/26/05
6/6/057/26/05

462

370

80.0 %

97

80

82.5 %

As these readings indicate, the temperature at these facilities is
within acceptable limits, at best, about one-third of the time and the
humidity no more than one-fifth of the days measured.
All of the warehouse facilities of the Maryland State Archives are
giving an average of 11 - 43 years of protection to the documents
kept inside them.
Temperature Readings at Off-site Storage Facilities
May 2004 – December 2007
Off-site
storage facility

Date Range

Days
Measured

1183

Days out of
acceptable
temperature
range
991

% of days out
of acceptable
temperature
range
84 %

Hammonds
Ferry Road
Ordnance
Road
Candlewood
Road
CDS Logistics

5/27/0411/4/07
5/26/0412/4/07
6/6/0511/4/07
6/3/0412/25/07

1184

996

84 %

686

605

88 %

1240

578

46 %

Humidity Readings at Off-site Storage Facilities
May 2004 – December 2007
Off-site
storage facility

Date Range

Days
Measured

1183

Days out of
acceptable
humidity
range
754

% of days out
of acceptable
humidity
range
64.0 %

Hammonds
Ferry Road
Ordnance
Road
Candlewood
Road
CDS Logistics

5/27/0412/4/07
5/26/0412/4/07
6/6/0511/04/07
6/3/0412/25/07

1184

855

72.0 %

686

465

68.0 %

1240

846

68 %
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Security – Loss through Theft; Wrongful or Negligent conduct
Security has always been a critical concern for cultural heritage
institutions, such as archives, libraries and museums. For archives
and manuscript repositories the threat of loss is real and irreparable
as these collections are by their nature unique and usually
irreplaceable. Documents, both textual and graphic, have an
intrinsic value, bestowed their information content, but can acquire
additional artifactual value from context, signatures or other factors.
These intrinsic and additional values have attracted unwanted
attention from thieves, both professional and amateur.
In decades past notable thieves have victimized famous repositories.
Charles Merrill Mount removed materials from the Library of
Congress. Anthony Melnikas, a professor at Ohio State University,
cut maps from 15th Century volumes, previously owned by the
Renaissance poet and author Petrarch, in the Vatican Library.
Stephen Blumberg was tried and found guilty on four counts of
possessing and transporting stolen property, more than 20,000 rare
books and 10,000 manuscripts from 140 or more universities in 45
states and Canada. The threat is real and growing.
Theft has always been a problem, but technology has exacerbated it.
Antiques Roadshow and History Detectives have increased general
awareness of the market value of historical documents. e-Bay has
provided a sales outlet for materials that is nearly anonymous due to
the sheer volume of transactions. Perhaps the best clearinghouse of
information related to thefts from archives, manuscripts repositories
and special collections is found at
http://www.rbms.info/committees/security/index.shtml

the Website for the Rare Books and Manuscripts Section of the
American Library Association. 21 years of incidents are there
reported, indicating the full reported scope of the issue.
For transactional governmental records, the integrity of the
custodial regimen is critical for maintaining the physical safety and
evidential authority of the records. The current rented warehouses
present a variety of problems. First, they are nearly full, impeding
the proper transfer of permanently valuable records from agencies
to the Archives. Next, they lack proper climate controls and
security systems. Ranging from 5 to 10 miles apart and 22 ½ miles
from the headquarters building in Annapolis, staff must drive from
building to building on a rotating schedule for document retrieval
and copying. Two of the buildings are unstaffed except for times
when retrieval is being performed. Delays and errors necessarily
occur in such a regimen. Effective collection management, the
allocation of storage space based upon frequency of utilization, is
impeded by the costs of transferring materials between buildings,
and the threat of loss occasioned by moving the documents on the
public roads.
It is now possible to completely centralize the archival functions of
the state in one location, with the entire Archives staff available to
monitor the security and integrity of both special collections and
permanently valuable state records.
The expansion of the
Annapolis campus presents a superior opportunity to safeguard the
fundamental documents of the state in a single dedicated facility,
compared to distant, decentralized warehouses retrofitted with
varying degrees of success for the purpose.
The importance of transferring permanent record material to a safe
and secure environment at the Archives cannot be overstated. In
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addition to legitimate concerns over records destruction due to the
wear and tear of everyday use, and the slow but steady physical
deterioration caused by inadequate storage and environmental
conditions common in an office, attic, or basement setting, a
troubling history of records being lost or alienated, whether from
mishap or from outright theft, the result of inadequate agency
security or safety procedures, also constitutes a continuing source of
concern. A few examples can serve to illustrate this problem.
Several years ago, the Civil War muster rolls of the 19th regiment
USCT were offered for sale in the February 17, 1997 issue of A B
Bookman’s Weekly. The 19th USCT was one of several regiments
of African-American soldiers raised in Maryland for service against
the rebel states. These important, permanently valuable public
records, by what circuitous route is not known, had come into the
possession of a private citizen in West Chester, PA. He was asking
$150 for them.
In 1991, the Archives learned through the grapevine that it had been
common practice for many years for officers retiring from the
Baltimore City PD to take one of the old dockets of the Police Court
as a souvenir. These dockets had been brought under retention
schedule control many years before, and had been identified as
permanent records to be transferred to the custody of the State
Archives. However, when the day came that the Police Department
offered the dockets to the Archives, we were not able to take them
on due to lack of space. Needing their own space for other
purposes, the officer in charge took matters into his own hands and
got rid of them. Many individual docket books, no doubt those that
seemed most interesting or valuable, were taken by individual
officers as mementos. Many others were simply thrown out.

The fate of one particularly important docket is known – the
consolidated docket for 1861. A Captain Hennessy had been
involved in setting up the police museum on the first floor of the
headquarters building in downtown Baltimore in the early 1960s.
He took the consolidated docket for 1861 because it contained the
names of all the individuals involved in the famous “Baltimore
Riot” of April 19, 1861. The docket also identified all those killed
in the riot. Captain Hennessy wanted this book in his museum.
Some time later, about 1971-1973, Captain Hennessy fielded an
inquiry from the Maryland Historical Society about the names of
those killed in the April 19th riot. Immediately recognizing the
great historical value of the consolidated docket for 1861, the
Historical Society asked if they could have the docket. Captain
Hennessy agreed to swap this treasure for something else in the
Historical Society’s possession. He ended up trading this important,
permanent public record for some cannon balls.
In 1997, Susanne Flowers and Donna Russell, two concerned
citizens with an abiding interest in and love for Maryland history,
discovered a large quantity of permanent 19th century record
material in the attic of the Frederick County courthouse. These
materials had been stored for many years in poorly ventilated attic
space that had contributed directly to their physical deterioration
over time. In fact, these records had been in the attic for so long that
their existence had been lost to the collective memory. Thanks to
the alert interest and aggressive persistence of these two local
researchers, and the willing cooperation of the Clerk and his staff,
these permanent records were transferred to the Archives and saved
from what otherwise would have been almost certain destruction.
In 1991, a large quantity of 19th century Frederick County
government records were literally saved from the trash dumpster by
lucky happenstance and the willingness of the staff of the C. Burr
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Artz Library in Frederick to go the extra mile. On June 28, 1991,
the Archives received a call from John Quinn with SDAT. He had
received a call from the local assessments office in Frederick
County with information that a local Frederick library had in its
possession “a pallet sized load” of mostly unidentified, disordered
records. Library staff had noted that one of the volumes had the
word “assessment” on it, and this had prompted them to call the
local assessment office to see what they should do with these
records.
Archives staff immediately contacted Beth Telly of the C. Burr Artz
Library and informed her that we were very interested in taking
these old records off her hands. Ms. Telly informed the Archives
that we were a day late and a dollar short. These records had been
thrown into the dumpster just the day before because the library’s
need to free up space was critical, and because no one had
expressed the slightest interest in having these records or provided
any guidance as to what the library should do with them. As Ms.
Telly related the story, it became clear that these records had come
into the possession of the C. Burr Artz Library more than five years
previously. In early 1991, the library’s need for additional space
became critical. This led library personnel to try and unload these
records. Library staff contacted the local assessments office to see if
SDAT wanted the records or could offer any guidance on what to
do with them. The local office contacted SDAT headquarters but
met with silence. For a period of more than six months, no
communications passed between the C. Burr Artz Library, the local
assessment office, or SDAT headquarters. During this entire time,
nobody thought to contact the Archives. Finally, in desperation,
library staff had deposited the materials in the dumpster.
Luck was with us, however. The dumpster had not been emptied
since the assessment records had been deposited in it. We urged Ms.

Telly not to let those records out of her sight, and arranged for
Archives staff to run up to Frederick the next day, a Saturday, to
retrieve them. Ms. Telly promptly directed her staff to pull out what
volumes they could and place them inside the library for safe
keeping pending our arrival. Once again, by happy accident rather
than by design, permanent records that otherwise would certainly
have been lost forever were saved by the good will and cheerful
cooperation of alert citizens.
A final well-known and well-documented example, that of land
records, can serve to bring home the scope of this problem.
Land records constitute one of the most voluminous, and arguably
most important, record series created and maintained by
government in Maryland. Since the beginning of European
settlement in 1634, county court clerks have been vested with
responsibility to record, index, and maintain all land record
instruments affecting title to or interest in real property. These
include deeds, mortgages, releases, leases, assignments, powers of
attorney, agreements, easements, and other instruments.
During Maryland’s first 300 years these records were created and
maintained exclusively in paper form. Anyone needing to access
these materials had to travel to the courthouse to look at the single
paper copy of each individual book. Following the Second World
War, primarily in response to the heightened security concerns of
the nuclear age, there was a concerted effort to duplicate these
materials in micrographic form. This not only permitted a security
copy of these land records to be deposited off-site in the Maryland
State Archives, but also allowed for the circulation of multiple
microfilm copies of land records, greatly increasing both ease and
breadth of public access to these materials. In many jurisdictions,
for a variety of reasons, all or portions of their land records were
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microfilmed more than once over the past 60 years, creating “slice
in time” captures of the books as they existed at that moment. This
is another happy accident, the unintended consequences of which
were to pay rich dividends.
But still, well into the 1990s, virtually all individuals interested in
accessing land records did so at the local courthouse. And visitors
to the great majority of Maryland’s 24 county courthouses were
directed to the original paper volume still sitting on the courthouse
shelf when accessing land records. From the beginning, reliance on
a single paper copy of a land record was problematic. For many
years the Archives received periodic requests from individual courts
asking if we could help with a missing page from a land record. The
process usually went like this. A land title abstractor or other
researcher discovered that a page or pages he/she needed to review
were missing from the original paper book sitting on the shelf in the
courthouse. Upon being informed of this, court staff contacted the
Archives to ask that we check our archival microfilm (often filmed
decades previously, and therefore reflecting the book as it existed
many years before) to determine if the now-missing page still had
been in the book at the time of microfilming. In most cases, the
image would be found on the microfilm, printed and delivered to
the requesting court.
In 2003, the Judiciary and the Maryland State Archives partnered in
a project to combine the Judiciary’s robust digital recordation and
indexing system (ELROI) with a digital retrieval system that
ensures the integrity of documents and data through a security
archival system known as mdlandrec.net. As an electronic archives
indexing and retrieval system, working seamlessly with ELROI,
mdlandrec.net provides comprehensive index access to the records
(based upon indexing done at the time of recordation) and provides
online intranet access to images preserved in mdlandrec.net as part

of a comprehensive effort to digitize all existing land records as
well as new instruments recorded through ELROI.
In the course of digitizing all the pre-ELROI land records of
Maryland’s 24 jurisdictions it quickly became apparent that the
volumes, absolutely essential for the protection of individual
property rights, had suffered considerable loss over time due to
accident or theft. In the first comprehensive analysis of the
Maryland’s land records ever undertaken, Archival staff
discovered 295,835 pages seemingly “missing” from the land
records. Archival staff has to investigate every one of these
thousands of pages to determine if it is extant in some form or truly
lost forever. In many cases, this meant examining multiple paper
versions of a particular volume as well as up to four microfilm
versions for each missing page under investigation.
This is a herculean task. Limited staff resources mean that it will
take several years to complete. To date, we have finished our
analysis for five jurisdictions. Of the 45,451 pages initially
identified as missing from the land records of these five
jurisdictions, archival staff were able to track down the great
majority. But in four of the five jurisdictions examined, there
remain a number of pages that are lost forever; i.e., no longer in the
paper book sitting on the shelf in the courthouse and not captured
on any of the multiple filmings that had taken place over the years.
Anne Arundel County land records
Caroline County land records

8 pages missing
164 pages missing

Frederick County land records

42 pages missing

Harford County land records

33 pages missing
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Washington County land records

0 pages missing

These missing pages had been removed or become separated from
the original books years before. Many clearly had been cut and
removed, presumably stolen, for what purpose we cannot now say.
Others appear to have been torn from the binding, whether
deliberately or accidentally we cannot determine. Some of the
books were in such poor physical condition from prolonged ill-use
in the courthouse that the missing pages may simply have fallen out
one day without anyone noticing their loss. However they became
separated from their parent books, these vital records relating to
establishing and defining title to real property were not available
when these volumes were microfilmed and so now are gone forever.
Now some might argue that this is much ado about nothing. After
all, if some materials have been lost through theft or mishap, the
vast majority have been preserved for posterity. They might also
add that the 247 pages identified above constitute a statistically
insignificant percentage of the 32,793,964 pages encompassed by
the land record of these five jurisdictions (as of June 2, 2008). And
that line of argument might appear very reasonable, right up to the
time when the pages discovered to be lost forever are the deed that
helps to establish your clear title to your property. And surely, they
might add, the important records lost over the years to war, fire,
flood, and other disasters, natural and man-made, constitute a far
greater loss.
But our hypothetical skeptic would be mistaken on several counts.
First, we have no way of knowing the universe of records that have
disappeared without notice. We only learned of the sometimes
deplorable state of our land records because we had the time and
resources to look. There are thousands of other records series that

have not been examined in such close detail, and for which there are
no resources to do so. Second, allowing that some records loss
probably is unavoidable, this in no way absolves us from doing
everything possible to minimize this loss. Historically, the lack of
archival space to accommodate requested transfer of records at
times has inadvertently contributed to the deterioration and loss of
permanent record material. This should never be allowed to happen.
And finally, while no system devised by humans can be perfect we
can say with assurance that an office environment is known to be
very detrimental over time to the long-term survival of important
records. In spite of the best intentions of public officials and
employees, over time agencies cannot properly care for their
permanent records in an office environment. The solution is to
move records appraised as having permanent administrative, fiscal,
historical, legal, or other archival value into secure, environmentally
controlled archival storage as quickly as feasible once they are no
longer needed for current agency operations.
Finally, to highlight the problem of physical security we reiterate
the fact that the warehouse facilities do not have any reinforced
entrances or garage doors, they are not supervised or patrolled by
DGS police and they lack any other semblance of security.
Fine Arts storage deficiencies compounded over time
The Archives has been forced to contract for additional rented art
storage facilities because it does not have sufficient on-site storage,
and its rented art-storage facility (CDS Logistics) does not provide
an appropriate storage environment. In FY 2008, the Archives
contracted to store 52 objects at four additional offsite storage
facilities at per-square-foot charges. In the previous two years, 17
additional objects were stored offsite at a rented facility. The
number of objects stored at additional rented facilities is expected to
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rise as the collection grows and as objects are removed from
display. Several objects were damaged in 2004 because of a
security breech at CDS Logistics. The threat of further security
breeches, damages to artwork, and even theft of objects exists as
long as the state-owned art is stored at this facility.

and archival perspective. If acquired and renovated, the facility
would meet the archival needs of the city and state agencies housed
in the city (paper and electronic) for a minimum of 20 years and
probably longer depending upon the extent to which agencies
concert to electronic environments. The Archives will be exploring
these possibilities in consultation with the city and with officials of
state government.

9. Alternatives to the proposed project, both capital and noncapital. Comparative analysis: budgetary impact and degree to
which they address the operational and service deficiencies
Options
Given the unique requirements of truly archival storage and the
special needs of space for the artistic property, there are few
prospects for conversion of existing facilities. That does not mean
that there are no possibilities to explore alternatives. In all
likelihood, there are a few buildings in existence that could lend
themselves quite nicely to conversion to archival and artistic
property storage and perhaps even display. Suitable buildings
certainly do exist. It is the belief of the management of the
Archives that attempts should be made over the next ten to twenty
years to identify such possibilities in areas outside of the Annapolis
area to convert and house regional archives to accommodate local
government records and those records that tend to have more
localized interest such and probate records and local government
material.
The Scottish Rite Temple in Baltimore City is one such possibility.
While it would not be big enough to accommodate the requirement
for the state, it may prove ideal for a Baltimore City Archive. It has
many elements that make it particularly appealing from an access

Scottish Rite Temple, Charles Street, Baltimore

From a more global perspective, the Archives has performed some
analysis on the potential to utilize alternate structures for archival
facilities. A very worthwhile summary of the types of alternatives
is attached to this request. It is a document published by the U.S.
National Archives and Records Administration entitled “Overview
of Alternative Space Options for Libraries and Archives” by Paul
Banks.
To be frank, attempts to gather information about the availability
and long term costs associated with private sector leased storage
and retrieval are most difficult to acquire. This is particularly true
when you are talking in terms of hundreds of thousands of cubic
feet of material. Attempts to gather cost information is further
complicated by the pricing schemes that vendors use in which
immediate transfer seems relatively reasonable but long term
pricing and, more significantly, retrieval costs are unknown.
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Note: Current warehouse rental costs are roughly $360,000 per
year.
In the case of fine arts storage, the alternative to the proposed
project is that the majority of the collection will remain in a
substandard and inappropriate rented art storage facility. Objects
stored in that facility will continue to deteriorate and require
conservation before they can be put on public display. The Archives
will be forced to contract, at an added cost to the state, with
additional rented art storage facilities to provide secure storage with
appropriate environmental conditions. Additionally, public and
staff access to examine objects in storage will be limited due to
spatial limitations in that facility

10. The best alternative
The Archives believes that the rental of commercial space,
especially of the size and quality that is required for long-term
storage of paper, electronic records and fine art, is not a costeffective or feasible alternative.
C.

Project Scope

This project is to build a facility of 135,415 square feet. The space
would consist of 98,110 square feet of records storage which will
accommodate records currently housed at warehouse facilities and
will be adequate for anticipated records transfers through FY 2024.
The facility would also the following:

Records Processing Space
Electronic Archives (data center)

2,500
10,000

Cold Storage for special collections

1,000

Conference Space

2,500

The Artistic Properties program will require a total of 18,000 square
feet broken down as follows:
Exhibits Space

8,000

Large Object Storage

3,000

Painting Storage

2,500

Works on Paper Storage

2,500

Fine Arts Conservation Lab

1,000

Fine Arts Processing space

1,000

The total amount of space that will be required for staff is 3,305
square feet.
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Existing staff from warehouse locations to be accommodated are as
follows:
Classification (number of staff)

Space required

Professional Supervisor Private (1)

126

Professional Supervisor open (2)

240

CAD / scanner operators (6)

540

Professional Open / reference personnel (4)

360

New staff to be accommodated in this facility are as follows:
Classification (number of staff)

Space
required

Professional Supervisor Private (1)

126

Professional Supervisor open conservator (2)

240

Professional Supervisor open (IT) (2)

720

Note: The staff office space was calculated with a 15% circulation
addition and 600 square feet allocated to storage and preparation
areas for material to be scanned.
The Archives believes that the best location for the new facility is
on the parcel adjacent to the archives.

Looking at the footprint
of the existing structure,
and highlighting the area
that encompasses the
“stacks” or storage
areas, it is easy to see
that the parcel behind
the archives could easily
accommodate an adjunct
facility.

The Maryland State Archives
Facilities Program
Page 56 of 62

22 Different View of Parking Lot behind Archives
20 Parking Lot Behind the Archives

Figure 23 Area Photo
21 Area to the side of the Archives near Loading Dock

The Archives recommends that the stack areas be constructed of the
same type of compact shelving as the existing facility. These
mobile, high density units double the storage capacity of any given
space by eliminating aisle space. Space conservation should be a
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consideration not just for the economic benefits of reduced
construction costs, but also for environmental reasons. Mobile
shelving offers environmental benefits by reducing ongoing energy
requirements. More importantly, the tightness with which records
are stored actually helps maintain their stability. Finally, they also
aid in the retrieval of items given that less energy needs to be
expended to get to the record material.
The current modular shelving, in place for nearly 25 years, has
stood the test of time. The simple construction has meant that the
Archives staff can maintain and repair the shelving units. In
addition, they offer a great deal of flexibility and versatility.
Below are various images of the compact shelving within the State
Archives Building.

25 Map Collection

26 Stack areas
24 Deck 1 storage

This project will accommodate the numerous artifacts and objects
of the state’s fine arts collections as well as providing for a suitable
conservation lab to facilitate the long-term goal of restoring the
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many pieces of the collection to stable conditions. Finally, the
scope will provide for the access to these important objects by
providing a modest amount of display space that would be used to
rotate pieces in and out of public display.

Adjacent are two photos of paintings being stored the CDS facility.
As was mentioned in the narrative, paintings are being stored there
sitting upright on the floor. This is not the proper way to handle
paintings.

The facility will require state-of-the-art climate control to protect
the electronic data backup systems and for records longevity. It will
also require state-of-the-art security protection for the electronic
data backup equipment, the scanning and computer equipment, and
for the records themselves.

27 Paintings at CDS picture 1

28 Paintings at CDS picture 2
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The proper way to care for paintings is to hang them in space
efficient screens depicted below:

Example of vertical screen storage
from the Minnesota Historical Society,
(left).

The facilities program document calls for and additional
conservation lab for works of art. The new lab should be modeled
after the existing paper conservation lab depicted in the next few
photos.

The accommodation of a fine art lab, in addition to the paper lab,
will greatly enhance the ability to care for paintings and other works
of art in poor condition. Often, paintings and objects that require
conservation need to be in the laboratory setting for months and
possibly even years at a time while they await funding for
conservation treatment. Having an art conservation lab on site will
allow the archives the opportunity to begin to repair the many,
many pieces of fine art in need of attention. It will also afford us
the opportunity to lend space to conservators who may not be able
to afford a laboratory setting. The Archives has been successful in
identifying teaching conservators who utilize their skills as they
teach the next generation of conservators using objects within the
state’s collection. The Archives recognizes that it will never be
budgeted the funds necessary to contract for all of the necessary
conservation treatment that the state-owned art collections require,
however, a thoughtful, entrepreneurial approach will lead to the
preservation of the most important items in our collections.
The additional lab space will also allow the Archives to better
accommodate some items that are currently in temperature and
humidity controlled space at the Archives, but really need to be
housed in a different arrangement. For example, the civil war battle
flags depicted below are properly wrapped and hung in the
Archives large format / map room. They should, however, be
stored flat in containers and periodically brought out to the exhibits
area for public display.
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29 Civil War Battle Flags

31 The "Outer" Lab is used for staff and preparation

30 Civil War flag in need of conservation work
32Outer Lab
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33 Inside the paper conservation lab

The plan also calls for the establishment of “cold storage.” This
requirement for a limited amount of space would be to house items
that require reduced temperature. Glass plate negatives from the
civil war era for example. The plate depicted here has been
damaged by exposure over the years.

34 Deteriorating Glass Plate Negative

35 Deteriorating Glass Plate Negatives
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o

o

o

Additional security lighting and alarm systems should be
put in place
To the extent possible the parking in front of the
building and in the rear should be maximized given the
difficulty of parking in the area
Facility generator is at capacity and would need to be
upgraded to accommodate health and safety
requirements and to allow for growth of information
technology infrastructure

Utilities on Site
Adequate utilities are believed to be on site. Some modest
relocation work may be needed including that for fire hydrants.
36 Proper Storage of Negatives at the Archives

Condition of the Facility
Architecturally and structurally the facility is thought by the
Archives’ staff to be sound, although the Archives has not
contracted with qualified engineers to perform such an assessment.
The main concern with the existing facility is with the adequacy and
effectiveness of the existing HVAC system. Our understanding is
that an evaluation of the system is underway.
Additional Site Improvements
Some modest site improvements will be necessary should this
project proceed. Some improvements include:
o

o

The loading dock may need to be expanded to
accommodate the addition
Concrete and storm drainage in the back of the building
by the loading dock are in need of repair

Miscellaneous Requirements
The Archives will need some assistance in definitively making the
determinations that are outlined below.
o
o
o
o
o
o

Within flood plain – not believed to be so
In Wetlands area – no
Involves clearing of forested areas – no
Within Critical Area – yes
Effect on historic and cultural programs – no
Consistent with “smart growth” policies - yes

Final note: This project is not anticipated to involve spatial changes
to the existing building as described in Section C Project Scope,
item 4 of the capital budget instructions.
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Expand State Archives Building
Annapolis State Government Complex
LOG-IN #
DBFP No. 0212092
ARCHITECT / ENGINEER
Program
TECHNICAL DISCIPLINE
2/25/2009
REVIEWER / TELEPHONE
Mark Peterson
DESIGN GROUP LEADER
RESPONDENT’S TELEPHONE #

DWG / SPEC NO.

NO.

Transmittal

1

General / PM
Peterson / (410) 767-4349
Praful Vani

REVIEW COMMENTS
NOTE: A / E Firms and Consultants—Please type your response in BOLD Italics below the DGS comment

Confirm two copies of the program, including a letter of transmittal, were sent to
the Deputy Director, Office of Capital Budgeting at the DBM.
Confirmed.
Also provided were the following publications:
Planning New and Remodeled Archival Facilities, Thomas P. Wilsted, Society
of American Archivists, 2007
Archival Storage Standards, Directive of the Archivist of the United States,
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA 1571), February 15,
2002.
Archival and Special Collections Facilities – Guidelines for Archivists,
Librarians, Architects, and Engineers (Draft) Society of American Archivists,
August 3, 2008. (Hereinafter referred to as Guidelines Document)
These guidelines should inform the design specification for the Archives.

Cover Page

2

Table of Contents

3

Pg. 17, figure 1
Pg. 53, figure 1
EAF attach. Pg. 2

4

Since it is not named in the program title and a Cost Estimate Worksheet was
included, DGS is reviewing this document as an assumed Program Part 1 and 2.
Acknowledged.
Provide a Table of Contents for the program document and indicate this is a Part
1 and 2 submission.
Included in Facility Program Document.
Provide a legible Site Plan at an appropriate scale. Indicate the proposed
footprint of the addition approximately to scale noting the number of stories.
See Appendix 1.

Pg. 40, Note 1

5

Quantify the extreme conditions criteria. What category of storm or wind mph
should the facility withstand? What areas of the facility should be provided with
temporary emergency power and for how long?
The facility needs to be able to withstand winds of at least 110 miles per hour.
We should also be prepared for hurricanes, nor’easters and tornadoes. IBC /
IRC 2003 version of the I – Codes. Design Pressure 50 is used on the Eastern

6_dbfp_0212092_pm_prgm_mp_archives_response.doc
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Expand State Archives Building
Annapolis State Government Complex
LOG-IN #
DBFP No. 0212092
ARCHITECT / ENGINEER
Program
TECHNICAL DISCIPLINE
2/25/2009
REVIEWER / TELEPHONE
Mark Peterson
DESIGN GROUP LEADER
RESPONDENT’S TELEPHONE #

DWG / SPEC NO.

NO.

General / PM
Peterson / (410) 767-4349
Praful Vani

REVIEW COMMENTS
NOTE: A / E Firms and Consultants—Please type your response in BOLD Italics below the DGS comment

Shore along the coast; given the predictions of intensifying storm patterns we
should have at least that measure of protection. It should be noted that we are in
a 100 year flood plain as well.
The collections at the Archives are intended to be preserved until the end of the
Republic. Therefore, the building structure and support systems should be
designed with the thought that the facility will have at least a 100 year life
expectancy and should be able to withstand any potential weather or natural
disaster event that might be likely to occur in that timeframe.
Design for archival facilities should generally exceed the life safety codes
established for most buildings. The main goal of the facility is to not just protect
inhabitants, but rather to provide maximum level of protection for the state’s
fine art and documentary treasures.
At a minimum, the archival storage area (stacks) and cool storage areas should
be provided with temporary emergency power with the cold storage being the
last area to become inoperable. The electronic archives (data center) spaces and
the cold storage spaces must be provided with temporary emergency power for a
period of at least three days. The other spaces must be provided with general life
safety systems support. However, we request that the emergency power
capability be oversized to accommodate future requirements.
Please see the Guidelines Document for greater detail.

Pg. 40, Note 2

6

Quantify the required fire ratings in hours for the spaces listed on pg. 16 and the
sub-spaces listed on pg. 52. Should the Paper Records Storage be subdivided
into a number of rooms of smaller cubic feet of storage to limit the possible
exposure of the entire contents to fire or other negative occurrences?
The writer raises a very good question that I think we would like to more fully
develop as we move closer to actual design. Subdividing areas into numerous
small spaces is viewed as a good practice in an archival environment. However,
it does raise the cost. We feel that the size of our existing stack spaces is fairly
efficient (for paper at least). One the other hand, the spaces could probably be
subdivided at least in half and possibly in thirds which could also save on energy
particularly in the summer time because staff would be accessing smaller spaces.
The installation of 18 gauge (powder coated) steel between the verticals of the
ranges can also slow down a fire, keeping a loss small.
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Expand State Archives Building
Annapolis State Government Complex
LOG-IN #
DBFP No. 0212092
ARCHITECT / ENGINEER
Program
TECHNICAL DISCIPLINE
2/25/2009
REVIEWER / TELEPHONE
Mark Peterson
DESIGN GROUP LEADER
RESPONDENT’S TELEPHONE #
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General / PM
Peterson / (410) 767-4349
Praful Vani

REVIEW COMMENTS
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For general design criteria see the Guidelines Document.
Pg. 52, Pg. 59

7

Confirm Cold Storage mechanical requirements as 60 degrees F (+/- 5 degrees)
and a RH max. of 35% per existing Archive storage.
This answer focuses only on cold storage and not generally on cool storage for
records.
National Archives and Records Administration have the following temperatures
for Cold Storage:
25° F and 30% RH for color motion picture
38° F and 35% RH for aerial film
These Cold Storage areas necessitate acclimatization rooms with varying
temperatures and humidity as well:
50° F and 30% RH for color motion picture
55° F and 35% RH for aerial film
Cool Storage is needed (by NARA standards) for black and white film, b & w
motion picture, sound recordings, glass plate negatives, slides and posters:
65° F and 35% RH and there is no need for acclimatization.

Pg. 53, Tables

8

The relocated 13 staff positions and proposed additional 5 staff positions do not
include patrol by State Security as mentioned on pg. 39. Is the intent to provide
security solely by electronic means or should one or more security personnel
positions be indicated on the occupant total?
The intent of the referenced narrative was to draw attention to the fact that the
record and art storage warehouses that are leased by the Maryland State
Archives have no security at all – no routine patrols, no assigned guards, no
electronic surveillance etc.,
By contrast, the Edward C. Papenfuse State Archives Building in Annapolis has
guards present from 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. and has routine patrols throughout
the day and night by the Maryland Capitol Police force and staff from the
Department of General Services Facilities Operations and Maintenance.
The current level of Maryland Capitol Police surveillance and staffing, along
with electronic monitoring tied in to the existing security system should be
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LOG-IN #
DBFP No. 0212092
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Program
TECHNICAL DISCIPLINE
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REVIEWER / TELEPHONE
Mark Peterson
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General / PM
Peterson / (410) 767-4349
Praful Vani

REVIEW COMMENTS
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sufficient. Thus, no additional security personnel will be necessary.
Pg. 53, last para.
Pg. 60, first para.

9

Pg. 60, Condition of
the Facility

10

Pg. 60, Bullet 4

11

Please clarify whether the proposed addition is one story or multi story. If multi
story indicate the vertical circulation requirements.
The intention is to build multi-story. For the storage component: total four
stories - ground level plus three and basement. For the Exhibits and Conference
Space: two total stories – ground level plus basement.
Please provide status of the report addressing the possible need to upgrade the
existing HVAC system.
We will need to consult with the Department of General Services.
What is the number of existing parking spaces currently available at the Main
Entry exclusive of the area proposed for the new addition? Per pg. 34 in the year
2007 the Archives had 7,061 in-person visits. That number translates to
approximately 37 visitors per day, Wednesday through Friday plus the three
Saturdays per month. Please confirm a minimum of 40 visitor parking spaces
should be provided adjacent to the Main Entry. Provide a required visitor
parking space total for the proposed 8000sf Public Exhibits space or confirm a
minimum of approximately 32 additional visitor spaces should also be provided
adjacent to the Main Entry. Total parking to be provided both existing and new
adjacent to the Main Entry would be a minimum of approximately 72 spaces. It
is hard to determine from the aerial view on pg. 17 whether this number can be
accommodated or not. See following comment 13 for a further discussion of this
requirement. Parking for the proposed new and relocated 18 staff will also need
to be provided. What is the total of existing parking spaces available for staff,
volunteer, visiting conservator and student intern use exclusive of the area
proposed for the new addition? These may need to be located remotely from the
Main Entry in a separate lot similar to the current conditions.
Presently, there are 58 regular spots and 4 handicapped spots adjacent to the
main entrance. Please NOTE: the number of patron visitors (7,061 in 2007) is
the number of individuals that came to do research. For purposes of determining
parking requirements, the number should at least be doubled because it does not
include the number of people who come to the building for meetings.
In addition, to the parking in front, the Archives staff has been using roughly 35
to 40 parking spaces behind the building. Our suggestion is to modestly expand
the parking in the front of the building and provide staff and additional visitor
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parking in the rear of the facility.
As a side note, many of our staff have heretofore parked in the west Annapolis
area. Increasingly, the City has changed parking in that area to residential permit
or two hour only.
Any additional parking over and above what can be provided in the front and
rear of the building will have to be accommodated by the Navel Academy
stadium parking lot.
Pg. 60, Final note

Pg. 60, Final note

12

13

Provide reduced floor plan(s) of the existing building on 8 ½ x 11.
See Appendix 3.
Is the intent to provide the proposed Public Exhibits space within the existing
building adjacent to the Main Entry or located remotely in the new addition
adjacent to the Barrack J parcel? If located remotely the required visitor parking
may be able to be split into two areas but an additional entrance would require a
duplication of security at the point of entry. Please clarify.
It was our original thought to have the conference room, some additional staff,
the artistic property display space and perhaps the conservation lab adjacent to
the existing main entry (and to the right of the main entrance).
We would like to avoid creating an additional entrance.
We believe at this point we may need to discuss options with a design architect.

General

14

General

15

Provide a bubble diagram or flow chart indicating the desired spatial interaction
between the spaces noted on pgs. 16, 52 and 53.
See Appendix 2 Space Specifications and Bubble (proximity) Diagram.
If the project is to be phased for tie-in of new to existing utilities and services,
provide description of the phasing anticipated.
If the project is to have independent, stand-alone mechanical, then phased tie-in
is almost a non-issue. However, given that there are plans to replace existing
chillers and install an additional cooling tower, perhaps it is worth engaging a
discussion as to whether those projects could be combined with the construction
of the addition.
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There may be some other design benefits that could accrue from this approach.
For example, if the decision is made to locate the artistic property display to the
right of the existing entrance, the storage for records and the fine art would still
have to be located in the back of the existing building. This would create a
problem for the transport of larger objects from storage to display because the
current pathways through the Search Room are not large enough. If the
mechanical were combined in a new part of the addition, the existing mechanical
room (if extended) could serve as the pathway around to that section of the other
addition.
General

16

General

17

General

18

List relevant Codes and Regulations.
Specific Codes and Regulations list will have to be developed in consultation
with DGS Facilities Planning, Design and Construction. Design specification
should conform to attached Guidelines Document and Archival Storage
Standards directive.
Note the proposed addition is to be designed and constructed to meet or exceed
the LEED Silver rating.
Noted
Combine the spaces listed on pg. 16 and the breakdowns listed on pgs. 52 and 53
into one table of Net Assignable and Non-Assignable areas representing the
135,415 NSF building total.
Summary of usable space
Description
Storage of Records
Processing of Records
Electronic Records Archives
Cold Storage
Storage of Artistic Property

Requirement
98,110
2,500
10,000
1,000
10,000
8,000
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Exhibits Area
3,305

Office Space

2,500

Conference Space

135,415

Total

Office Space is further broken down as follows.

Warehouse / Reference
Professional Supervisor Private (1)

126

Professional Supervisor Open

(1)

120

Professional Open

(6)

360

Artistic Property
Professional Supervisor Private (1)

126

Professional Supervisor Open

(2)

240

Information Technology
Professional Supervisor Open

(6)

720

Scanner Operator
Professional Supervisor Open (1)

120

Operators

(6)

540

NOTE: These numbers all represent what the agency feels is the requirement for
usable space. DGS Facilities Planning, Design and Construction will need to
assist in the development of Non-Assignable numbers.
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Storage of Artistic Property is further broken down:

General

19

Object Storage

8,000

Art Conservation Laboratory

1,000

Art Processing Space

1,000

Provide Room Specification Sheets for each space including toilet rooms for
new staff and visitors listing NSF, occupant load, structural and MEP
requirements, proposed level of performance of finishes, major items of
furniture or equipment and security and telecom needs.
Details not found in the program document will need to be developed in
consultation with DGS Facilities, Design and Construction e.g., for occupant
load, structural and MEP requirements.
The Archives will finalize and forward to DGS a listing of othermajor items of
furniture and equipment.
The only requirement for additional rest room facilities will be for the space
proximate to the conference space.
New staff and space requirement for them is depicted in Appendix 2 in the
proximity diagram.

General

20

Describe the specifics the existing building’s electrical and mechanical services
if known.
The Department of General Services is developing plans to upgrade / replace
some elements of the mechanical infrastructure such as chillers and cooling
tower addition.
We believe that the electrical infrastructure is in need of upgrade and
replacement especially of inefficient transformers.

General

21

Describe any special fire protection needs per space if other than a standard wet
system design.
The spaces that are designated to be used for storage of works of art, historic
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furnishings, microfilm and the space designated for information technology
equipment should probably be dry systems.
Generally speaking, It must be understood that any fire suppression system
cannot be thought of in terms of office or warehouse space. The density of
flammable books and papers is far greater, and our level of acceptable loss is
much lower.
If the answer is, in fact, a wet system, Type E weld seams rather than furnace
welds, and a higher density of sprinkler heads are two examples of ways our
system will have to differ from a cookie-cutter office building sprinkler system
in the archival storage area (stacks).
Other water based options include Water-mist and Pre-action. Pre-action
systems holds water out of the pipes with compressed air, water rushes in with
smoke detection. These systems also need periodic upgrading, and can rust and
leak if not installed properly.
There are multiple chemical fire suppression systems on the market, such as
Sinorix and Novec 1230. Deployed similarly to Halon 1301, these chemicals are
less destructive upon release to people, collections and the environment.
Another option is an anoxic environment. The British Library has constructed
an offsite automated storage facility kept at 15% oxygen. At that percentage,
people can breathe fine, but a flame held to a book edge cannot so easily ignite
and progress.
Because of “vinegar syndrome” the microfilm areas in particular will need to
have Halon 1301, Sinorix, Novec 1230, or other gas or anoxic fire suppression
system.
We will also potentially need a backup detection system during renovations and
welding.
The National Archives has ABC and water extinguishers hanging side by side on
wall, water because it so less nasty than ABC, and ABC to pass code. We
would like water extinguishers in collections areas, to avoid, if possible,
chemical residue being left on objects after extinguisher deployment.
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****************************************************************
Below are some other thoughts on fire suppression:
Importance of more, smaller rooms, closed doors (even non fire rated), closed
lids, spaces between shelves, to stall fire
Consider putting in a backup detection system during renovation, when welding.
Know that fire code is meant to save the average building from complete loss by
holding a fire at bay till the fire department arrives. Our goals are much higher.
Be sure sprinkler co. knows you expect something very different, are not just
another office building.
Types of pipes and welds effect longevity.
A local company can fix it faster, make sure they don’t subcontract.
Be really vigilant about wet system’s install. Non-tightened bolts may cause
leaks or failures in 7 years!
Supervise wet system installs, check parts are as ordered, NO LOOSE BOLTS.
18 gauge steel between the verticals of the ranges can slow down a fire, keep a
loss small.
Stack areas need more sprinklers, spacers between moving shelves for water to
get in
More plastics in storage than ever – extreme heat release
Staggered edge newspapers ignite really well.
Arson (which is generally much faster than accidental fires) are responsible for
most heritage fires.
Chem. (ABC) Extinguishers not easy cleanup and may irreparably damage
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permanent record material.
General

22

General

23

Identify any phasing requirements affecting the design or construction.
We are not presently aware of any phasing requirements. Some may be
identified as we move forward with design.
Are any hazardous materials present in the existing building, has a survey been
performed?
A survey has been conducted and below is a listing of all materials - not just
hazardous materials.
Chemical Inventory 01-28-2008 – Fume Hood, Room 125
In the Flammables cabinet
Acetone (7) 4 liter bottles
Beckman: Electrode Storage Solution (proprietary chloride solution) 100 mL
Beckman: Reference Electrode Filling Solution, Potassium Chloride & Silver
Chloride (100 mL)
BookKeeper (3) 32 oz. bottles & 2 16 oz. spray cans
Damar Varnish (3) 11 oz. spray cans
Ethyl Alcohol (1) 4 liter bottle
Incralac (1) 1liter bottle
Methyl Ethyl Ketone (1) 1 liter bottle
Methylene Chloride (1) 4 Liter bottle
N, N-Diemethyl Formamide (1) 500mL bottle
Paper Saver (2) 10 oz. spray cans
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Paraloid B-72 (1) 250 gram container
Paraloid/Acryloid B-67 1 ½ lb. small bag
Pec-12 (1 envelope .5 grams) (photo chemical)
Photo Mount (5) 10 oz. spray cans
Speed Fixer (1) 1 gallon (photo chemical)
Tetrachloroethylene (1) 4 Liter bottle
Toluene (2) 4 Liter bottles
Turpentine, English Distilled (1) 16 oz. (500 mL) bottle
Xylenes (1) 4 Liter bottle

Corrosives in File Cabinet
Amonium Hydroxide (1) 500 mL bottle
Calcium Carbonate (1) 500 gram container
Calcium Hydroxide (8) 500 gram containers
Inositol, Phytic acid (1) 250 mL bottle
Jade 403, PVA adhesive (2) 1gallon containers, next to file cabinet
HazMat Absorbent (1) 5 lb bag of socks, pillows and pads - on top of file
cabinet

Under the Fume Hood
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Arten Beads (1) 5 lbs container
Fullers earth (1) 5 lbs. & 1 3 Kg bags
Magnesium Carbonate, anhydrous (2) 3 Kg bags

Items in Room 124 - Inner Lab
Under Sink
Nalgene L900 Liquid Detergent (1) 4 liter bottle
Sparkleen 1, detergent (1) 3 lbs. box
US Filter, 6 large canisters (between sink and door) of highly filtered water
Universal Absorbent (1) 20 gallon container of socks, pillows and pads - under
desk
In the Photo Duplication Lab
The following chemicals are used in the production and duplication of
microfilm.
Chem-Mix Vitafix Fixer and Replenisher (7) cases
Microflo Developer and Replenisher (3) cases
Dry crystal Ammonia absorber and Neutralizer (4) cases
Ammonia - 20 degree Baume’ 17.7% concentration (4) cases
NOTE: This inventory does NOT include cleaning supplies maintained by DGS
or DGS contractors.
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Provide an inspection report indicating the size, type and condition of the
existing transformer.
An inspection report would have to be commissioned by the Department of
General Services.
Are the new fire alarm and security systems to be tied in to the existing
building’s systems?
Yes.
State that the existing building is to remain fully operational during the
construction.
The existing building is to remain fully operational during the construction.
State the availability of record drawings for the existing facility and stipulate
that the accuracy of furnished documents is not guaranteed by the State.
The Archives will provide the Department of General Services with a CD ROM
of all drawings of the existing facility that are in the possession of the Archives.
Additional drawings may be on file with the Department.
The accuracy of these drawings is not guaranteed by the Archives.
Prepare a New Building Project Checklist per the Facility Program Manual.
See Appendix 4.
Prepare a Site Development Checklist Supplement per the Facility Program
Manual.
See Appendix 5.
Please refer to
http://www.dpscs.state.md.us/aboutdpscs/pdfs/Facility_Program_Manual.pdf
for additional information
NOTE: Other design considerations that might not have been mentioned in the
Program or Guidelines documents:
1. Loading Dock area may need to be expanded to accommodate a ramp in
addition to the existing loading dock bay.
2. Not all special use equipment has been included in the document. Some
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equipment for the Art Conservation Lab is described below:
a. For example, the artistic property conservation lab will need to have special
sinks, overhead, movable “truck” exhaust system.
b. The ceiling of the artistic property lab will need to have a portion of it be
open, with a catwalk, and at least 18 feet high to accommodate a camera to scan
large paintings and textiles. These objects are beyond the use of our large
scanner, not to mention our oversized textiles are not well served with our
current storage limitations.
c. Morgue tables (seriously) have been mentioned as having great flexibility for
conservators of differing heights, and projects that warrant standing or sitting.
1/2" thick glass table tops were recommended by one photo conservator. Beige
tabletops have been difficult for seeing paper on, stainless, or solid white, nonmarking, chemical resistant, would be preferable.
3. All stack and storage spaces to be protected from light sources
4. Intercom should be integrated with existing intercom
5. All spaces wired for data
6. At least one of the stack spaces should be secured for storage of restricted
records.
7. Redundant paths to network MD.
8. Additional primary power with at least 50% spare conduit (empty) for future
growth.
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Introduction

Archival Facilities are a critical element in preserving and making accessible our nation’s
cultural heritage. Over the past several decades many new facilities have been designed and
built that meet the highest standards for preservation and access. However, it is clear that there
is a growing need to improve and upgrade existing structures or replace them with ones that meet
twenty-first century standards. Evidence of these needs is highlighted in the recent Heritage
Health Index on the State of America’s Collections compiled by the Institute for Museum and
Library Services. This survey of archives, museums, and libraries published in 2005 found that
26% of institutions surveyed had no environmental controls to prevent heat, light and moisture
damage with half reporting damage to collections as a result. In addition, 59% lacked adequate
storage space to house their collections. There is a clear need to address these conditions but this
can only be done when appropriate guidelines are available to those planning upgraded and new
archival facilities.
The construction of a new or remodeled archival facility provides the opportunity to
address functional building issues and collection preservation and conservation. A purpose built
facility offers the greatest flexibility but a well-designed renovation can also meet staff,
researcher and collection needs. Building designers should take a broad view of building needs.
While collection preservation is critical, increasingly this function requires less than 50% of the
building space and each building area requires careful planning and attention. When planning
new and remodeled facilities, archivists and building designers should look at other building
successes and at best practices throughout the profession as they work through the planning
process.
Successful archival facilities are the result of active involvement of building users and occupants.
Archivists must seek broad, active participation in the planning process. Archivists should
review printed literature, professional standards and guidelines and bring pertinent information to
the attention of building designers and ensure that these are incorporated into the building plans.
In smaller archives, staff participation may be limited by lack of time and expertise. In such
circumstances, staff should make a strong effort to become knowledgeable about building issues.
Where time is a concern, they may want to suggest the hiring of one or more consultants to assist
with building planning and programming.
The pattern of ignoring archival input in building planning until late in the process has been
common and must change. As a primary client and building occupant, archivists have much to
add to a successful building design. Each profession – architects, engineers, archivists and
operational and maintenance personnel - has a role to play in the building design. The lack of
input from a single profession results in a building that is less functional and that fails to meet the
needs of both archival collections and building occupants. Failure to have early and complete
involvement by archival staff results in either unnecessary change at later stages in the building
process or a less than adequate design. Archivists must not only take the time to become
knowledgeable about the building process but use their political skills to ensure their
involvement in the planning process.

3

Standards and guidelines for archival facilities are a critical element in creating or renovating
buildings that meet the needs of staff and researchers and ensure the preservation of the
collections. The archival facility is the common denominator in the preservation of archival and
special collections. Without appropriate facilities and building systems, it is impossible to meet
the building’s first priority – collection preservation. Archival facilities store paper-based
materials but they also contain photographs, maps, multi-media materials and electronically
formatted materials. Archival facilities contain unique collections that are usually not replicated
elsewhere. They require special environments and security to ensure that material is preserved
and protected from theft. The appropriate site, structure, building systems, environmental
controls, security, lighting, materials and finishes, equipment and functional spaces in an archival
facility protect the archival collections from deterioration, natural disasters and theft, provide
spaces for collection storage and processing, public programs, staff and researcher use, and
ensure adequate space for programmatic and collection growth.
Throughout their discussions, guideline authors discussed how to balance the needs of building
designers undertaking renovations versus new, purpose built facilities. A major challenge in
meeting the needs of an archival facility is an adequate budget. Building designers are
constantly facing a balancing act of requirements and designs that must be evaluated against a
fixed budget amount. Such choices require prioritization but building designers must always
keep in mind that collection preservation is the highest priority.
In creating these guidelines we hope that both audiences will find them useful and appropriate.
In developing each chapter, we have standardized language to clarify meaning. Throughout the
guidelines the authors use a series of terms that indicate the level of importance of any particular
issue. These terms are:
• Must = Required
• Should = Highly Recommended
• May = Acceptable
• Not Recommended
Building designers can use this prioritization in making design choices and in evaluating options.
With the exception of requirements, building planners must balance archival needs and building
requirements with funding available. The result should be a building that is fully functional and
meets both collections, staffing and public needs.
American building standards are drawn from a variety of sources. Federal, state and local
governments specify standards that buildings are required to meet. Likewise, specialized
building professions also develop standards and guidelines that are required for all or for specific
types of buildings. These standards are applied and interpreted by building designers in the
course of creating or renovating an archival facility.
While no specific national guidelines or standards currently exist for archival facilities,
archivists, architects, and contractors can draw from a number of sources that address aspects of
archival design and construction. These include standards developed internationally by the
International Standards Organization (ISO), the National Information Standards Organization
(NISO), and facility standards developed by the National Archives and Records Administration
(NARA).
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Even with these resources, archivists and building designers often have difficulty in finding and
interpreting the different facilities standards. This problem is three-fold. The first is that there is
no single location or set of archival facility standards that can be consulted by professionals.
Archivists and designers must gather information from individual institutional standards and a
variety of professional building associations to develop what is often an incomplete set of
building criteria. A second problem that designers face is that these standards, delineated by
different groups, are not always in agreement. There is often a lack of consensus about specific
issues such as temperature, relative humidity, and air filtration levels. This not only causes
confusion or indecision, but also encourages designers to ignore standards or select those that are
the easiest to meet or the most cost-efficient. A third difficulty in developing standards or
guidelines is the United States federal system. Although there are national standards for many
building issues, they are used and interpreted at the state and local level using local building
codes which can alter their impact and use.
Internationally, a number of countries have already established national standards for archival
facilities. Great Britain established a national standard for archival facilities as early as 1977,
with the most recent update completed in 2001. Other countries, including Australia, China,
Finland and France, also maintain national standards for either archival or records management
facilities. One of the jobs of the task force was to review all existing standards and determine
those that should be included in these guidelines. The bibliography sites a select list of standards
directly related to archival facilities and the protection of archival records.
Archival and Special Collections Facilities: Guidelines for Archivists, Librarians, Architects,
and Engineers begins the process of establishing standards that can be used in designing archival
facilities. This effort began with the approval of the Society of American Archivists’ Council
(SAA) through a recommendation of SAA’s Standards Board. The initial intent of this
document is to create a set of facilities guidelines. It will serve the archival profession by
providing building designers with a central source of information when designing new or
remodeled facilities.
Each section of the guidelines was initially created by one individual. A second partner
reviewed the initial draft and provided comments and suggestions. The entire draft was
ultimately reviewed by the entire task force. The SAA Standards Board circulated the draft to a
number of architects, archivists, conservators, and construction specialists for comment and
input. The guidelines were also shared with fellow professionals in the National Association of
Government Archivists and Records Managers (NAGARA) and the Council of State Archivists
(COSA). The SAA Standards Board and the SAA Council conducted a final review of the
document prior to their approval.
The archival facility guidelines cover the following topics:
• Building Site
• Building Construction
• Storage Environment
• Fire Protection
• Security
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•
•
•
•

Lighting
Materials & Finishes
Storage Equipment
Functional Spaces

The members of the guidelines’ task force represent a number of professional bodies and
organizations and each has wide experience in planning and designing archival facilities. They
are:
• Patrick Alexander, National Archives and Records Administration (Retired)
• Nick Artim, President, Heritage Protection Group
• David Carmicheal, Director, The Georgia Archives
• Ernest A. Conrad, President, Landmark Facilities Group
• Michele F. Pacifico, Guidelines Co-Chair, Archival Facilities Consultant
• Gregor Trinkaus-Randall, Preservation Specialist, Massachusetts Board of Library
Commissioners
• Scott C. Teixeira, Associate, Hartman-Cox Architects
• Diane L Vogt-O'Connor, Chief, Library of Congress Conservation Division
• Thomas P. Wilsted, Guidelines Co-Chair, Archival Facilities Consultant
The Society of American Archivists will continue to review these guidelines over the next five
years and assess their application and value to the profession. This will allow input from
archivists, architects, engineers,, contactors and others who apply these guidelines to building
design and construction. Ultimately, it is the Society’s intent to create a fully developed
national standard for archival facilities. Such an effort is time-consuming and rigorous and
involves the national standards bodies and many other professionals in the process. The SAA
Council, the SAA Standards Board, and the Facilities Guidelines Task force view these
guidelines as a working document that will grow and evolve over time. We encourage SAA
members and others to forward comments, suggests, changes and additions as they use this
document. Comments will be reviewed and changes to the document made as needed.
Comments can be sent to: Ongoing chair of Facilities Guidelines Task force or SAA Standards
Board.
The Task force would like to thank Nancy Kunde, Chair of the SAA Standards Board, and
Nancy Beaumont, Executive Director of SAA, for their initial response and enthusiasm for this
project and for the SAA Council’s and the Standard Board’s approval and support. In addition,
we want to especially thank the Spacesaver Corporation for funding to support the work of the
task force, including travel and publications costs.
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Section 1
Building Site
1.1

RATIONALE

Many of the dangers that threaten an archival facility can be avoided by careful site selection. In
addition to the normal site considerations of location, cost, and availability, an archivist must
take into account factors that provide the safest and most desirable site for their facility. Issues
that must be addressed include proximity to water, hazardous materials or locations, and air or
ground pollution
If the site chosen for the facility is undeveloped, careful consideration must be given to precisely
where and how the building will be placed on the site. A thoughtfully situated building can be of
equal if not greater value to the safety of the facility, its contents, staff, and visitors. Often times,
plans may entail renovating, adding on to, or converting an existing structure for use as an
archival facility. Archivists and designers should take advantage of such opportunities and
undertake important improvements to the site as well.
1.2

SITE SELECTION

Site selection for an archival facility must include review of the site’s location, size, security, and
access. In addition, designers must review and consider environmental conditions and potential
impacts to wetlands and other natural resources.
1.2.1

Location - Avoidance of Hazards

The site for an archival facility should not be:
• Liable to subsidence or flooding ,whether from a natural source such as an underground
river or from a man-made source such as water mains
• At risk from earthquakes, tsunamis, or landslides
• At risk from fire, explosions, or impacts from or related to adjacent/near by sites, or in
adjacent parts of the same building (e.g. within the flight path of an airport or near
facilities that handle hazardous materials or cargo)
• Near a strategic installation or symbolic site which could be a target in an armed conflict
• Near an industrial or agricultural facility, or other installation emitting harmful gases,
smoke, dust, etc.
• In an especially polluted area
• On or immediately adjacent to contaminated land, including landfill sites
• Beneath or adjacent to a source of electromagnetic radiation (e.g. high-voltage electrical
power transmission lines)
• Near a place or a building that attracts rodents, or insects
When some requirements for avoiding hazards to archival facilities cannot be met, a risk
assessment should be performed and special provisions made in the project design to protect the
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facility against such hazards. Designers should keep in mind that the design measures necessary
to mitigate site hazards can add significant expense to the project (e.g. contaminated soil
remediation).
1.2.2 Location - Other Selection Criteria
The site for an archival facility should be:
• Located within a short response time of emergency services.
• Capable of allowing swift evacuation of people in the event of an emergency. Site
selection must consider ingress to and egress from the site and the road systems should
allow for quick evacuation.
• Located on a stand-alone or island site with free access to the entire building perimeter.
In cases where the archival facility is within a larger building or cannot stand alone on the
site, the facility it should be completely protected from dangers posed by the neighboring
spaces and buildings.
• Accessible to potential users and to cultural and educational institutions.
• Accessible by main roads and by public transportation.
• Sited so that it is near to, or easily accessible from, the parent organization.
1.2.3 Size
These guidelines do not specify a minimum amount of acreage for an archival facility. However,
the site must be large enough to accommodate:
• The building footprint, including future expansion
• Site access and service roads
• Sufficient parking
• Sufficient tour bus or mass transit loading areas
• Space for required storm water management areas
• Turning radii and maneuvering space for large vehicles - provisions for a 53-foot delivery
truck is recommended
• Circulation for trash pickup from designated dumpster areas
• Separation between drop off areas, parking, loading, and the building if recommended as
part of a comprehensive security plan.
The site or, in the case of a conversion, the building, should be large enough to accommodate
current and projected storage requirements for 15 to 20 years from the date of occupation. In
addition to these projections, further space should be reserved on the site for subsequent
expansion.
1.2.4

Floodplain Requirements

The entire site should be a minimum of 5 feet above and 100 feet away from any 100 year flood
plain area. If the site, or adjacent sites, contains any land area within the recommended
proximity to a 100 year flood plain, then the archival facility should be sited a minimum of five
feet above and 100 feet from any 100 year flood plain area, or be protected by an appropriate
flood wall that conforms to local or regional building codes.
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These recommendations also pertain to ancillary structures on the site supporting the operation
of the archival facility. These include a cooling/heating plant, parking garage, storage facility,
emergency generator support building or similar structures.
Up to 50% of the surface parking area may be located within these proximity restrictions
(including the floodplain itself) if there are no suitable site alternatives and if the impact of
construction in a floodplain or wetland is fully evaluated. Access roads to the facility must not
be located on a floodplain and must allow for complete access (360 degrees) to the building
perimeter.
1.3

SITE EVALUATION

Prior to final selection, technical studies should be completed to thoroughly evaluate sites under
consideration for an archival facility.
1.3.1

Site Evaluation and Comparison

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) guidelines, while not pertaining specifically to
archival facilities, provide a methodology to evaluate site alternatives and provide for an
assessment strategy when there are competing sites. An environmental assessment provides an
evaluation of wetlands and floodplains, traffic, historic impacts, and other factors. The NEPA
guidelines or a similar method for the comparing candidate sites should be employed before
finalizing the site selection.
1.3.2

Survey

A complete site survey must be performed to include:
• Boundary/property lines (described by course and distance as well as a written legal
description)
• Location of improvements (i.e. pavement, buildings, and other structures)
• Identification of all easements
• Utilities
• Trees
• Topography
• Legal title search
The land survey should meet the "Minimum Standard Detail Requirements for ALTA/ACSM
Land Title Surveys" as adopted by the American Land Title Association, the American Congress
on Surveying and Mapping, and the National Society of Professional Surveyors.
In addition, the adequacy of adjacent land must also be considered in the event of any future
expansion of the facility.
1.3.2

Geotechnical Investigation
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A complete geotechnical investigation should be completed for any site selected for an archival
facility. It should address:
• Depth to bedrock and groundwater
• Soil strata
• Percolations rates
• Pavement and drainage recommendations
• Geothermal activity
1.3.3

Security Risk Assessment

An external security risk assessment must be conducted to determine if there are siterelated circumstances that might jeopardize the security of the building by their mere presence,
including a multi-lane highway, a railroad line (active or dormant), a stream or lake, an upstream
dam, or the close proximity of buildings or other possible threats. Refer to section 5 for external
security guidelines.
1.3.4

Archeological Assessment

For projects located on government-owned land or financed in whole or in part with public
funds, an archeological assessment will most likely be required. For archival facilities planned
on private land with private funds, an archeological assessment, while not necessarily required, is
still recommended since the purpose of an archival facility is in concert with the intent of laws
that require such assessments – to safeguard, preserve, and manage cultural resources.
In most cases, when a site is not likely to contain significant artifacts, only the first phase of an
assessment, documentation, will be necessary. In situations where there is no legal obligation to
conduct an archeological assessment, having this documentation in hand along with the formal
recommendations of an archeological consultant can help to quell possible concern about a
proposed site, especially in instances where the project must obtain approval through a public
hearing process.
The advice of an archeological consultant may also be of value in circumstances where different
sites are being considered. If there is a choice between sites having a greater or lesser likelihood
of containing archeological artifacts, a great deal of time and expense can be avoided by
selecting the site with no or fewer artifacts.
Conversely, if the project site is already known to contain archeological artifacts or if the
archeological assessment suggests a strong likelihood that it will, then extra time should be
allowed in the project schedule for the archeological work. For example, early-release bid
documents for foundation or utility work can be contracted for well in advance of the rest of the
project so that if and when artifacts are encountered, the time needed to conduct the required
archeological work will not delay the overall project deadline.
1.4

SITE DESIGN
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Site design must consider building zoning and preservation regulations, energy concerns,
security, utilities, and landscaping requirements. In addition circulation, access, transportation
infrastructure, and parking have a significant impact on the site design of the facility.
1.4.1

Zoning and Historic Preservation Considerations

State and local codes must be followed for all zoning requirements, including setbacks, height,
coverage, traffic requirements, open space, and floor area ratios. The local jurisdiction for the
project should be consulted for requirements, and a process for public review of the project must
be developed. Contact must be made with the highway department of the local jurisdiction, the
utility companies, local police, local fire department and fire marshal, the telephone company,
and other public works agencies that will provide services to the facility.
If the project is located on land owned by, or is funded in whole or in part by the federal
government and the project site contain historic structures or if the proposed project impacts a
historic district, then Section 106 of the Historic Preservation Act must be considered. Similarly,
renovations, alterations, expansions, conversions, or any other modifications to an existing
facility utilizing federal funds or located on federal land that might have an adverse impact on
other adjacent historic properties will also be considered a potential review project under Section
106. During the evaluation of projects at existing facilities, the potential for historic impact must
be evaluated and mitigation strategies developed to deal with any adverse consequences.
While Section 106 of the Historic Preservation Act pertains only to projects on federal land or
that utilize federal funds, many states and counties have similar laws that pertain to projects
located on government-owned land or funded by government entities. The state and/or local
historic preservation office should be consulted in order to gain an understanding of the
requirements that will pertain to the project.
For privately funded projects on privately owned land, or for other instances where there is no
legal requirement to fulfill special historic preservation objectives, consideration should be given
to carrying out the planning process as if it were, since historic preservation laws and the mission
of an archival facility have a common goal – the preservation of cultural heritage.
1.4.2

Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED)

If the building project is to be certified through the Leadership in Energy and Environmental
Design (LEED) Green Building Rating System of the U. S. Green Building Council, the
building’s design should first adhere to the guidelines for archival facilities before implementing
LEED features for credit.
1.4.3

Site Security

Once a site is selected, a comprehensive security risk assessment should be completed as early in
the design process as possible so that security recommendations can be incorporated at the
beginning of the design process. Refer to section 5 for security guidelines.
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1.4.4 Landscaping
The landscaping should be designed for water control, integrated pest management and low
maintenance. The landscaping design should:
• Omit vegetation within 18 inches of the exterior wall to provide for hardscaping around
the perimeter of the building and to reduce the potential for the entrance of pests and
insects into the building. This vegetation-free zone must be sloped away from the
foundation and consist of gravel or decorative aggregate with appropriate drainage.
• Include under story plants no higher than three feet tall at maturity, and a tree canopy
with limbs at least seven feet above the ground at maturity to allow light from fixtures to
fall on the pedestrian route, so trees and shrubs do not obstruct lighting.
• Maintain a minimum of 15 feet between building and the drip-line of trees at full
maturity.
• In instances of existing buildings and sites, ensure that both canopies and root systems
are pruned away from the structure so that they do not overhang the roof, touch the face
of the building, or affect the foundation.
• In exceptionally dry and/or windy climates that are prone to wild fires, vegetation should
be kept further away from the facility to avoid risk of fire.
1.4.5 Pools and Fountains
Pools, fountains, and their related equipment should not be included in the design of an archival
facility. These features are not necessary for the operation of an archival facility and pose
obvious risk and liability concerns. However, in circumstances where pools, fountains, and their
related equipment may already exist on a site or cannot be omitted for reasons beyond the
archivist’s control, then additional protection against water intrusion must provided. Ideally, if
present, water features should be located a minimum of 75 feet from the archival facility and at
least 10 feet below the lowest level where archival holdings are located (permanently or
temporarily).
1.4.6 Site Utilities
1.4.6.1 Water Supply
Every building must have water supplied from a dependable public or private water main
system. Verify the adequacy of the existing water supply at the point of connection or provide
acceptable alternatives such as water tanks or towers. Hydrants must be located appropriately to
provide the required fire fighting coverage. Adequate pressures must be verified early to
determine if any upsizing will be needed to serve the new facility. Metering, backflow
prevention, and Post Indicator Valve requirements must be confirmed with the local water
authority.
1.4.6.2 Sanitary Sewer
Cleanouts must be provided on all sanitary sewer and storm drainage lines at approximately 5
feet away from the building and at all line bends where manholes are not used. Required
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horizontal and vertical separations should be maintained throughout the site. Minimum pipe
cover and slope requirements should be maintained. On lines longer than 150 feet, manholes
must be provided. Sanitary sewerage should be designed to flow by gravity. Use of sewage
ejection systems should be avoided unless absolutely necessary. Sites without public sewer
service should be avoided for archival facilities.
1.4.6.3 Storm drainage system
The storm drainage system conveys storm water collected on site to an acceptable point of
discharge. The storm drains must be separated from sanitary sewers within the property limits,
even in cities where separate public systems are not yet available. A storm drainage system may
consist of an open system of ditches, channels, and culverts or of a piped system with inlets and
manholes.
In most cases, building roof drainage must be collected by the plumbing system and discharged
into the storm drains. The storm drainage system on the site should be designed for a 25 year
storm frequency, unless local criteria are more stringent.
Storm water design must address any local requirements with regards to water quality and
quantity regulations.
1.4.6.4 Electric Power
The primary power from the network to the building must be run underground in concreteencased pipe from the property line. All conduits for the primary power must have at least 50%
spare conduit (empty) capacity to allow the utility company to pull new power feeds in the event
a conductor or power feed fails and must be abandoned in place. Consideration should be given
for providing a redundant primary feeder.
1.4.6.5 Telecommunication Systems
The primary telephone line to the building must be run underground in conduit from the property
line.
1.4.7 Emergency Vehicle Access
Roads, fire lanes, and parking areas should be designed to permit unrestricted access for
emergency vehicles. The entire length of roads, fire lanes, and turn-around must be designed for
the weight and turning radius of fire trucks and must provide sufficient width and clearance for
emergency vehicle access. The public entrance must be readily accessible to emergency
vehicles. At a minimum, one of the long sides of every building must be accessible to the fire
department equipment. The designer must review access by fire equipment with the local fire
department.
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1.4.8

Parking/Public Access

Parking, bus drop offs, and parking spaces for persons with disabilities should be designed to
accommodate sustained peak visitation periods. Parking and vehicular access areas include:
• Visitor parking;
• Tour and school buses – in addition to planning drop off zones for the loading and
unloading of busses, consideration should be given for providing bus parking;
• Handicap Accessibility –parking for visitors with disabilities (including handicap van
parking) shall be provided according to the current applicable federal criteria (ADA-ABA
Accessibility Guidelines), or according to the local Authority Having Jurisdiction,
whichever is higher. A fraction of a required space shall be considered as a whole space.
• Staff Parking – including an appropriate number of handicap accessible parking spaces as
required by code.
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Section 2
BUILDING CONSTRUCTION

2.1

RATIONALE

When constructing an archival facility or when retrofitting an existing building for archival
storage designers must balance the need to protect the archival collections with the requirements
of the life safety codes. The life safety codes are designed primarily to ensure that people are
protected in the event of fires or emergencies. However, they do not ensure that the building or
contents will not be destroyed. Archival construction must protect people but also must provide
for a higher level of protection for the archival collections.
Archival facilities must be constructed with non-combustible materials and incorporate fire
protection systems and structural systems that avoid catastrophic failure due to an uncontrolled
fire, natural disaster, or industrial disaster. The collections in these facilities are permanent and
all major systems must be designed with long operating life expectancies. In addition, water
leaks are a constant threat to archival holdings so the building construction must implement as
many methods as possible to guard against water intrusions. All archival facilities must be fully
accessible and comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act and any other laws that apply to
accessibility.
These guidelines primarily address new construction of archival repositories. It is recognized
that many archival collections are housed in buildings that were not and will not be designed as
archival repositories and that this practice will continue into the future. For “non-archival” built
facilities, retrofitting some of the recommended design features will be difficult. However, if
designers review, understand and apply these recommendations, they can eliminate, alleviate, or
mitigate many of the problems inherent in retrofitted facilities.
2.1

LOCATION

Archives facilities in the United States have traditionally been constructed above or partially
above ground level and the records are generally not stored below ground level. However, more
American facilities are looking at all options for archival construction.
2.1.1

Ground level and above ground level construction

The most common form of construction is buildings with a foundation on or below ground level
with the structure mostly at or above ground level. In these circumstances, archival stacks,
processing areas, exhibits, and laboratories should be located in the portion of the facility that is
constructed at or above ground level.
2.1.2

Below ground construction
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Some facilities are constructed with most of the structure below ground level. In such
circumstances, additional waterproofing measures must be provided to prevent water intrusion
and moisture infiltration through the foundation and the below ground walls into archival storage
spaces. Avoid buildings that require pumps to prevent groundwater from rising into the structure.
Since fire professionals are primarily concerned with life safety and extinguishing the fire, fire
fighting activities can result in the flooding of lower levels in the building. Appropriately sized
pumping systems that remove water must be provided for archival storage areas and are
recommended for all other archival support functions. The pumps must be on an emergency
power system so that if normal power is lost the pumps will continue to operate.
Archival stacks, processing areas, exhibits, and laboratories should never be located under
parking lots, plazas, driveways, and roadways where traffic can impact the integrity of the
roofing system and cause leakage into these rooms. In addition, these archival areas should
never be located under gardens or courtyards.
2.1.3

Cave storage

There is a growing interest in the use of caves for the storage for records and artifacts. Cave
storage can be created horizontally into the side of a hill or mountain, or with vertical shafts that
incorporate horizontal runs for working spaces. Below ground cave storage poses many
problems and it is not recommended for archival storage. There are, however, cost benefits that
make cave storage an attractive option for administrative and budget personnel.
If used for archival storage, extreme care must be taken to ensure that the caves are not flood
prone, or located in areas where there are seismic faults. Potential cave flooding can result from
ground water seepage, water used for fire suppression, or from leaks in plumbing and waste
water removal systems. Additional measures must be undertaken to prevent water and moisture
infiltration into storage areas in cave storage. In addition, fire fighting in a cave can lead to
extensive flooding and appropriately sized pumping systems that remove water must be provided
for the cave storage. The pumps must be on an emergency power system so that if normal power
is lost the pumps will continue to operate.
2.2.

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES: Below Ground and Cave Construction

2.2.1

Dust Control

To properly control dust in cave environments, all interior surfaces should be sealed.
Modifications to the air filtration systems as well as more frequent filter change schedules might
be required to keep dust levels low. In both below ground and cave storage environments,
positive pressured entrances should be used to keep dust from entering the facility.
2.2.1

Mold Control

Appropriate temperature and humidity levels are essential in all archival facilities. Although
below ground and cave facilities are less affected by weather, and have more constant
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temperature and humidity levels, there should be systems in place for measuring and responding
to elevated temperature and humidity levels. Mechanical systems that de-humidify must be
provided in cave storage environments. Mold growth can be a significant problem in these
environments and must be carefully considered when selecting mechanical systems. In addition,
since mold growth poses a significant problem to collections and to staff health, plans should be
in place to respond to mechanical system failure in a more timely fashion than in normal building
environments.
2.2.1 Radon Gas
Radon gas can be a significant factor in below ground or cave storage. Testing for the presence
of radon gas must be done, and proper mitigating factors such as dilution ventilation installed to
ensure that the gas does not accumulate in these facilities.
2.2.2

Cave Storage Fire Response

When evaluating caves for archival storage, consideration must be given to emergency responses
in the event of a variety of incidents. Cave storage sites are typically located in rural areas.
Rural sites often depend on volunteers rather than paid emergency response teams that are
available on a 24/7 schedule. This could result in slower emergency responses, increasing the
potential for higher losses of archival material. It is recommended that automated remote
notification systems on all smoke detection and sprinkler systems be used in all archival
facilities; however they should be required in facilities in caves and remote areas.
2.3

BUILDING STRUCTURE

Archival collections are considered permanent and irreplaceable, and the building structure and
systems must be designed with long life expectancies. Structural systems must be of such
quality and workmanship that, except for routine repairs and maintenance, the facility will have a
useful life of over 100 years. In particular, the building foundations, exterior and load bearing
walls, floors, columns, windows, and roof decking should all be designed with a high level of
durability and longevity. Use building materials which reduce the use of volatile organic
compounds (VOC’s), especially those materials used in construction of the stacks. See
Appendix 1 for a list of prohibited materials. Refer to section 7 for guidelines on materials and
finishes.
2.3.1

Building Framing

The recommended building framing materials are steel, masonry and concrete.
2.3.2 Building Envelope
Exterior walls must be of fire resistant durable products like masonry. The building envelope
should never be composed of composite wall systems or spray on or trowel applications over
steel and gypsum.
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2.3.3

Building Interior

Interior systems should be easy to maintain and constructed of durable, fire-resistant products.
2.3.4

Building Insulation

Maintaining appropriate environmental conditions for archival storage is dependent on
minimizing outside air infiltration. The building envelope should be designed and constructed
to minimize or eliminate air infiltration through the walls, windows, doors, and roof to avoid
condensation that leads to mold and other environmental problems. Vapor barriers must be
installed to prevent condensation in the interior, as well as to prevent condensation on the steel
framing. In addition to archival concerns, exterior wall and roofs insulation helps conserve
energy. Compliance with ASHRAE 90.1 is required.
2.3.5

Floor Construction

Floors should be constructed of steel reinforced concrete, and sized to withstand the heavy loads
placed upon them by the archival material and its shelving. Typically, open stack floor loads are
150 pounds per square foot or higher while mobile shelving system floor loads are 250 pounds
per square foot or higher. High bay storage will increase the floor load requirements. Super flat
concrete floors may be required for some shelving systems.
Structural engineers must determine the proper floor loading based on the storage and shelving
requirements. Samples of the storage materials must be weighed to establish the proper floor
load requirements. The floor load should be able to hold the collections if they get wet by
sprinkler failure or through some unforeseen disaster.
2.3.6

Seismic Considerations

Archival buildings must be designed to comply with local seismic codes, and consideration
should be given to exceeding the codes whenever possible. Even in areas with low seismic
activity, certain features of seismic resistant design add safety from other threats to the building.
2.3.7

Fire Protection

Archival facilities must be constructed with non-combustible materials. Exterior and interior
elements should be as fire resistant as possible. See Section 4 for fire protection guidelines.
2.3.8

Pools and Fountains

Pools and fountains within archival buildings should be avoided. When pools, fountains, or
other water features are adjacent or near archival buildings, additional protection against water
intrusion should be considered for the facility.
2.4

ROOF
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The roofs of archival facilities must be constructed of durable, long-lasting and non-combustible
materials. The roofing membrane and flashing should be designed to be easily accessible for
replacement during the life of the building.
2.4.1

Roof Slope

Roofing systems that provide little or no slope should be avoided in archival buildings. Roofing
systems should be sloped so that water drains away from archival storage areas and designed so
that any water ponding is avoided.
2.4.2

Roof Drains

Roof drains should not be run over or through any archival spaces. If roof drains pass through
archival spaces, supplemental measures must be provided to prevent water leaks including
locating the drain pipes in protected and enclosed chases. Roof drains provided to remove rain
water and snow melt should be designed and sized for the uncommon weather events. Planners
should design drains to 125% of the international plumbing code criteria and should use – at a
minimum – a 100 year event parameter.
2.4.3 Water Leak Prevention
Water leaks through the roof are a threat to archival collections. The exact location of water
leaks is often very difficult to determine in modern roofing systems. Small holes or tears in a
roof allows water to penetrate the roof membrane in one location, and then travel a considerable
distance until it locates a crack in the concrete structure. As a result, water has been known to
travel distances in excess of 50 feet until it finds a means to enter the building. There are several
preventative issues to consider when designing a roof system for archival facilities. See section
2.1.2 for information regarding below ground facilities.
2.4.3.1 Equipment Placement
Equipment should not be placed on the roof. Equipment on roofs can damage the roofing
system. In addition, the necessary maintenance activity, including the walking to and from roof
equipment locations, stresses the roofing system. If equipment must be placed on the roof, it
should not be located over stacks, processing, exhibition or laboratory areas.
2.4.3.2 Roof Penetrations
Roof penetrations should not be made over stacks, and when possible should not be made over
processing, exhibit or laboratory areas.
2.4.3.3 Skylights
Skylights and sloped windows should not be located over stacks, or processing, exhibit and
laboratory areas.
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2.4.3.4 Water Sensors
Install water sensors in the stacks to detect leaks in the roof and sprinkler systems. If
appropriate, install water sensors in mechanical spaces and bathrooms located over stacks.

2.5

MECHANICAL SYSTEMS

Proper building maintenance is a key component in maximizing the useful life of a building and
properly maintaining archival conditions. Access for service and replacement must be provided
for all of the building’s systems, including mechanical, plumbing, electrical, fire protection and
security. Buildings should be designed so that its components are accessible without entering
archival storage spaces except for those specifically located within the archival space (lighting,
fire and smoke alarm components, sprinkler piping and heads, etc.).
The mechanical systems in an archival facility provide a safe, clean, and healthy environment for
the building’s occupants and ensure the preservation of its collections. The systems should be
durable, designed for energy efficiency, and allow for ease of maintenance,
2.5.1

Design Criteria

The mechanical systems for an archival facility should be designed so that the environmental
criteria are achieved and not compromised at any time.
• In larger facilities, stacks and other critical areas should be served from a separate,
dedicated HVAC system (s) than those serving the rest of the facility.
• Stacks, processing areas, and exhibits must be isolated from sources of pollutants, such as
the loading dock, machine rooms, or spaces where cooking, painting, exhibit production,
and other such activities take place.
• The entire building should be under positive air pressure. In particular, stacks should be
kept under positive air pressure.
• Areas such as the loading dock, food preparation areas, and exhibit production areas
should be kept under negative pressure in relation to adjacent spaces.
• The building envelope should be airtight with fresh air, outside air, and make-up air
controlled through the mechanical system.
2.5.2

Location

Mechanical spaces and water piping should not be located above or adjacent to stacks. Leaks in
mechanical spaces are common, and even with optimum waterproofing, liquids can enter
adjacent areas. If a mechanical room must be located above a stack, then additional water
proofing measures must be installed, up to and including a “roofing” system with appropriate
drains under the mechanical room that removes any water that leaks through the mechanical
room floor. Install water sensors in the stacks to detect leaks that might originate from the roof,
mechanical spaces or bathrooms. If appropriate, consider installing water sensors in mechanical
spaces for early leak detection.

20

When mechanical rooms are located adjacent to stacks, special precautions should be taken to
guard against water infiltration through walls. Walls should be water proofed and additional
floor drains installed to rapidly remove any accumulation of water within the mechanical spaces.
In addition, depending on the type of mechanical room, vapor barriers in the walls may also be
necessary to maintain appropriate environmental conditions in adjacent archival storage areas.
2.5.3

Access and Maintenance

Sufficient space should be allocated to allow easy access for expeditious replacement of major
components.
2.5.3

Exterior Air Intakes

Exterior air intakes should be located to ensure that pollutants do not enter the building air
supply. They should be at least ten feet above grade level. In addition to gaseous pollutants
from vehicles and industries, designers should be aware that significant pollution from fertilizers,
insecticides, and dust can occur from farm or landscaping activities.
2.5.4

Piping

With the exception of fire protection sprinklers, no water, condensate supply or return lines,
plumbing, or other water pipes should be run through archival spaces, especially stacks.
2.5.5 Equipment Redundancy
HVAC system redundancy in stacks should be considered for archival facilities. This can be
accomplished through cross-feeding from chillers, installing additional ducts, or allowing air to
be circulated from multiple air handlers. In all cases, spare parts should be stocked to permit
more rapid repairs in the event of equipment failure.
2.5.6

Loading Dock and Garage Mechanical Systems

A major source of airborne pollutants comes from idling of truck and vehicle engine idling in
garages and loading docks. Whenever these areas are placed within the building, they should be
under negative air pressure to prevent combustion gasses from entering the building.
2.6

ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS

The design of the electrical system should take into account the overall energy consumption of
the building. Consideration should be given to providing spare conduits, breakers, and power
distribution capacity in all systems (standard and emergency power) to provide for future
changes. Provide empty conduits and junctions with pull strings for future connections. In
addition, consideration should be given to providing for 150% of calculated power needs.
2.6.1

Emergency Power Generator
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A standby generator for emergency power should be supplied for archival facilities. Emergency
power should be provided for the following functions:
• Egress and exit lighting
• Fire alarm system
• Smoke control system
• Fire pump

2.7 COMMISSIONING
Consider using an independent commissioning agent to monitor the installation of the systems
and to oversee the start up testing and balancing of the systems.
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Section 3
Environment
3.1

RATIONALE

The most important preservation measure for archival materials is to provide the best possible
storage conditions. All archival records are subject to deterioration over time due to such factors
as heat, humidity, harmful particulates and fumes, and frequency of handling. The materials in
archival collections are fragile and are subject to chemical, biological, and physical damage.
Proper environmental conditions are necessary for the long-term care and protection of the
collections. It is crucial to take measures to maintain stable and constant temperature and relative
humidity levels and remove damaging particulate materials and gasses from the air.
Environmental control systems function to minimize archival deterioration by controlling
temperature, relative humidity, airborne particulates, and gaseous contaminants in stacks and
other areas where these records are temporarily stored. The control systems should be designed
to provide specific requirements with a high level of durability. Controlling access to stacks and
restricting stacks to the storage of records further aids in the preservation of the archival
materials. Stacks must only be used for the storage of collections. Staff work areas must be
located outside stacks to reduce fluctuations in climate conditions and the introduction of
pollutants.
In general, most archival materials holdings can be divided into three categories: paper-based,
film-based, and electronic-based materials. However, many archival collections have holdings
made of other materials, including leather, metal and metal processed images, glass plates, and
wax cylinders. These records may require different environments because of their special
properties and they should be evaluated separately and given the appropriate storage conditions.
3.1

PAPER BASED RECORDS

3.1.1

Long Term Cold Storage

Recommended:

50 degrees Fahrenheit/30% Relative Humidity

For paper based records, colder temperatures are better for their long term preservation and the
relative humidity must be coordinated to avoid hitting dew points. Higher temperatures will
accelerate the rate of deterioration in paper. For example, increases of 9°F will double the
chemical action in cellulose materials. The optimal long term storage environment
recommended for paper based documents is 50ºF and 30% RH. This environment is appropriate
for documents intended for permanent storage. Records stored at this temperature should only
be accessed for copying and conservation work. If a document stored at cold conditions must be
used in higher temperatures, it should first be acclimatized by warming it to 60ºF in a sealed
container or a climate controlled acclimatizing chamber.
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Current research indicates that the best environment for the long term preservation of paper
based records is 50° F and 30% RH. These environmental conditions are not easily obtained and
are costly to produce as a constant year-round environment. These environments require special
HVAC machinery which uses desiccants and computer logic to maintain these low levels stable
year-round. Therefore, long-term cold storage is usually done in smaller stacks measuring less
than 5,000 sq ft.
3.1.2

Limited Access Storage

Recommended:

60 degrees Fahrenheit/30% to 50 % Relative Humidity

For paper based documents that need occasional rapid (less than one hour) access for researchers
or for other work that requires handling, it is better to store these documents in closed stacks at a
slightly higher environment of 60ºF and 30% RH to 50% RH. The lower relative humidity of
30% is preferred.
These environmental conditions avoid the need to gradually acclimatize a document prior to it
being introduced from storage to a working environment that can have temperatures up to 75ºF
and relative humidity that is above 45% RH. Surface condensation would likely occur on a
document being stored at 50ºF when it is introduced to a much warmer room. A document that
is stored at 60ºF can safely be introduced into warmer environments as long as the room’s
environment is no higher than 75ºF and 60% RH. If the room's conditions are above 75°F/60%
RH condition, then the document should first be acclimatized in a dedicated acclimatization
chamber.
3.1.3

Mixed Use Storage

Recommended:

65 to 75 degrees Fahrenheit/30% to 45% Relative Humidity

In reading rooms and open stacks, occupant comfort and building construction limitations will
dictate the room’s environmental conditions. However, cooler and dryer conditions should be
used as much as is practicable within design parameters. The cooler room temperature of 68ºF is
preferable. Humidity levels should never drop below 30% RH or above 60% RH.
For every one degree Fahrenheit of temperature reduction, the relative humidity will increase by
2 percent. Therefore, in northern climates records should be kept cooler in winter month;
maintaining the relative humidity at or above 30 %RH will reduce the risk of condensation on
the building features.
3.1.4

Exhibit Environment – Mixed Use Spaces

Recommended:

68 to 72 degrees Fahrenheit/50% Relative Humidity

Exhibition spaces are both temporary display areas for archival materials and gathering places
for people. It is important that these spaces be used for collections exhibition on a short term
basis because their environmental conditions will be limited and not provide the best
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preservation environment for the records. As a compromise, exhibition spaces should have a
year round temperature of 68 ºF to 72 ºF and a year round relative humidity of 50 RH +/- 5%.
3.2
FILM-BASED RECORDS
Film based records require specific preservation environments depending on their material
composition and physical condition. Sensitive films are often stored in specially designed vaults
that measure less than 500 square feet and are capable of achieving almost any environmental
conditions required for preservation.
The storage of cellulose nitrates is strictly governed by OSHA safety standards because of their
highly flammable characteristics. Similarly, cellulose acetates are prone to off gassing
hydrocarbons, which can damage other materials around them. Consequently, cellulose acetates
are often kept isolated and placed in a cold storage environment with special carbon filtration to
minimize the concentration of these harmful hydrocarbons.
The following are the ISO recommended criteria for film based records:
.
3.2.1 Nitrate-base Film 36ºF
30% RH
3.2.1 Acetate-base Photographic Film
• Black & white
40ºF maximum/50% RH maximum
• Color
40ºF maximum/50% RH maximum
3.2.3 Polyester-base Photographic Film
• Black & white
54ºF maximum/50% RH maximum
• Color
40ºF maximum/50% RH maximum
3.2.4 Photographic Paper Prints
• Black & white
64ºF maximum/50% RH maximum
• Color
27ºF maximum/50% RH maximum
or
36ºF maximum/40% RH maximum
3.2.4 Inkjet Prints

40ºF maximum/50% RH maximum

3.2.5 Glass Plates

60° F maximum/50% RH maximum

3.3.

ELECTRONIC RECORDS

Electronic records require specific preservation environments depending on their material
composition and physical condition. Recommended conditions are:
3.3.1

Acetate Magnetic Tape

50ºF/50% RH maximum-do not freeze

3.3.2

Polyester Magnetic Tape

50ºF 50% RH maximum-do not freeze
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3.3.3 CD & DVD

50ºF 50% RH maximum-do not freeze

3.3.4 Digital Records (Hard Drives)
Digital records are becoming a significant part of archival storage facilities, and current practice
is to store the digital data on hard drives.
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Table 3-1
ENVIRONMENTAL CRITERIA FOR ARCHIVAL RECORDS

Space
type

Space name

Temperature

Relative
Humidity

MERV
Dust
Notes
filtration Filtration

Cold storage

50° F

30%

18

Paper records

60°F

30-50%

17

Films

see 3.2

see 3.2

17

Electronic records

see 3.3

see 3.3

17

Processing

65-75°F

30-50%

14

90%

Laboratory-dry

65-75°F

30-55%

14

90%

30 day max

Laboratory-wet

65-75°F

30-55%

14

90%

30 day max

Reformatting

65-75°F

30-55%

14

90%

scanning &
microfilm

Laboratory Supplies Storage

65-75°F

30-55%

12

60-80%

Exhibit

68-72°F

30-50%

12

60-80%

90 day limit

Textual

68-72°F

30-55%

14

90%

occupied

Microfilm

65-75°F

30-45%

14

90%

Audiovisual

65-75°F

30-45%

14

90%

Records Holding

65-75°F

30-45%

14

90%

30 day limit for
records

Lobby

65-75°F

n/a

10

30-60%

buffer
space/vestibule

Stacks
HEPA +
Gas
HEPA +
Gas
HEPA +
Gas
HEPA +
Gas

limited access
active storage

no magnetic
fields

Mixed
Use

Reading
Rooms

Other

Smoking Rooms

prohibited

Loading Dock

50°F min

n/a

n/a

negative pressure

Receiving & Isolation

65-75°F

30-55%

8

30%

negative pressure

Auditorium/Training/Meeting Rooms

68-75°F

n/a

8

30%

Food service/Lunchroom

68-75°F

n/a

8

30%

negative
pressure
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Computer Room

68-75°F

n/a

12

60-80%

Staff Spaces

68-75°

n/a

12

60-80%

3.4

ENVIRONMENTAL MECHANICAL SYSTEMS (HVAC)

3.4.1

Large Stacks

Climate control for large stacks measuring over 25,000 square feet is generally achieved with
HVAC systems that use chilled water for cooling and hot water for heating. In general, these
systems can produce environments of about 70 ºF and 55% RH in summer in heating climates
and about 70 ºF and 45% RH in winter. These environmental conditions are generally
satisfactory for records in storage for periods under ten years and when the records are paper
based or the modern more-stable films and polyesters. HVAC systems using glycol solutions for
chilled water can achieve the lower temperature and relative humidity conditions of 60ºF and
40% RH, which support the long term indefinite storage of paper based records as well as many
of the film based records.
3.4.2

Small stacks

Climate control for stacks measuring less than 25,000 square feet can use HVAC systems which
use direct expansion cooling (dx) and either hot water or electricity for heating. These
systems are available in the commercial market and are reasonably economical to operate. They
can produce environments of about 65 ºF and 45% RH in summer and in heating climates up to
70 ºF and 50% RH in winter. These HVAC systems can also produce colder and drier
environments in the winter. These environmental conditions are generally satisfactory for the
long term storage of paper based records as well as many of the modern more-stable films and
polyesters.
The HVAC systems designed to achieve a cold storage environment of 50 ºF and 30%RH
require special refrigeration equipment. The most common methods employ the use of
desiccants in conjunction with dx refrigeration equipment or special dx refrigeration equipment
in pre-engineered commercial food-grade walk-in coolers or vaults. On a small scale, a
commercial grade refrigerator can be used to achieve the 50 ºF; however, the stored records need
to be kept in sealed containers with pre-conditioned silica gel in order to maintain a stable 30%
RH.
3.5

FLUCTUATIONS IN CLIMATE CONDITIONS

Various institutions differ in their findings regarding the damaging effects to records because of
fluctuations in temperature and relative humidity. The general conclusion is that large
fluctuations in temperature or relative humidity can cause irreversible damage to sensitive
records, and that climate conditions must be kept constant. The following list shows the current
consensus of the allowable fluctuations in relative humidity, from a set point over a 24 hour
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period, which minimizes damage to records. Fluctuations in temperature are generally easily
controlled to +/- 2° F.
3.5.1
•
•
•
•
•

Environmental Fluctuation Criteria: (current NARA standards)
Paper Textural records
65° F max
35-45% RH +/- 5%
Photographic media, B&W non-acetate
65° F max
35% RH +/- 5%
Photographic media B&W acetate
35° F max
35% RH +/- 5%
Photographic media Color
35° F max
35% RH +/- 5%
Magnetic/electronic media
46-65° F
35% RH+/- 5%

3.6

AIR FILTRATION

Air filtration measures of particulates and gaseous pollutants must be considered for archival
facilities, particularly for stacks and other records holding spaces. Filtration is accomplished by
introducing filter media into the HVAC system air handler that serves the stack(s). Filtration
technology is complex and continues to change. Designers must consider the archival facility’s
location, size, budget and design when planning an air filtration system for the preservation of
archival materials.
Filtration to remove gaseous pollutants from stacks is especially important in dense urban
locations. The majority of the gaseous pollutants are emissions from vehicle exhausts, stationary
combustion sources, and other pollution generating sources consisting of unburned
hydrocarbons, elemental carbon, ozone, sulfur dioxide, and nitrogen dioxide. Other gaseous
pollutants are a result of the off-gassing of building construction materials, furniture, carpeting,
and the collections themselves. All gaseous pollutants are very damaging to records and when
possible should be filtered.
Special filtration systems are required for collections that off-gas volatile organic compounds
(VOC) such as cellulose nitrate, cellulose acetate microfilm, negatives or film, and some types of
paper and plastics. Often these kinds of collections are isolated or stored off site. If collections
off-gassing VOC’s are stored in an archival facility then the air filtration system must be
designed to manage the measured quantities of VOC’s produced by these records.
Table 3-2 specifies recommended concentrations of pollutants that are not to be exceeded in
stacks and other records holding spaces.
3.6.1

Stacks

Air filtration measures must be considered for long term storage stacks.
3.6.1.1 Airborne particulates
To filter airborne particulates, including ordinary dusts and fibers, the air handler should contain
a pre-filter with a Minimum Efficiency Reporting Rating (MERV) of at least 7 (previous
filtration system 30% efficient) and a final filter of at least MERV 14 (previous 95% efficient).
These pre-filters are usually an inexpensive throwaway filter measuring 2 to 4 inches deep.
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Depending on the geographical location of the archive facility and the levels of pollutants, the air
handler should also contain a gas phase contaminate filter located downstream from the pre-filter
followed by a special high efficiency particulate filter (HEPA).
3.6.1.2 Gaseous pollutants
To filter gaseous pollutants, the current research shows that a mixed media gas phase filter bed
of activated carbon and potassium permanganate provides the best removal of these pollutants.
These gas phase filters are approximately 24 inches deep and require a larger amount of space
within the HVAC system.. The gas-phase filters are more costly than the pre filters to replace
and it can be difficult to know when they need replacement. Some suppliers offer a service that
can test these filters to determine their useful life.
Downstream from the gas phase filter, there should then be a final particulate filter with an
efficiency of at least MERV 18 (previous system 99.97% efficient or HEPA). This filter is used
to remove fine particles from the gas phase filter and very small particles, such as mold spores
and bacteria, from the stack air. These filters are approximately 12 inches deep and like the gas
phase filters take up a large amount of space and are more costly to replace. Sometimes a less
expensive second pre-filter, with an efficiency of MERV 12 or 14 (previous system 70% to
90%), is placed in the air handler to remove intermediate-sized particulates first and thereby
extend the life of the more costly final HEPA filter.
3.6.2

Mixed Use

Good quality particulate and gas phase filtration are important elements in the preservation of
archival materials and should be used in areas where records are temporarily stored and used by
staff. A reasonable particulate filtration level in mixed use spaces is MERV 12 (previous
system 70%). Using particulate filters with higher efficiency such as the HEPA filters are not
practical and do not give much value in occupied spaces. The choice of gas phase filtration
should be based on measured data about pollutants in the local geographical area. A basic
approach of using an activated carbon media for gas phase filtration will go a long way to control
hydrocarbons, vehicle exhaust, and ozone.
It is good practice to reserve space in the HVAC system air handler design for future filtration
measures as the local pollutant conditions may change.
3.6.3

Exhibits

In exhibit spaces the best way to control airborne particulates and gaseous pollutants is to keep
the exhibited records in an enclosed case or vitrine. Otherwise, the space should be considered
to be the same as an open stack space and incorporate good quality particulate filtration with, at a
minimum, activated carbon gas phase filtration.

30

Table 3-2
Table 3-2 specifies the recommended concentrations of pollutants that are not to be exceeded in
stacks and other records holding spaces by the National Archives and Records Administration
(NARA), the International Organization for Standards (ISO), G. Thomson in The Museum
Environment, The Committee on the Preservation of Historical Records of the National Research
Council (NRC), and the National Information Standards Organization (NISO).
RECOMMENDED MAXIMUM GASEOUS CONTAMINANT CONCENTRATIONS
National
Archives

ISO
11299:2003(E)

Thomson
1986

NRC
1986

NISO
TR01 1995

1ug/m3
0.4 ppb
Best
available
technology
2 ug/m3 (1
ppb)

5-10 ppb

Compounds

Stacks

Processing
Areas

Public
Spaces

Sulfur Dioxide
(SO2)
Oxides of
Nitrogen
(NOX)
Ozone (O3)

2.7ug/m3
1 ppb
5 ug.m3
2.5 ppb)

13 ug/m3
5ppb
25 ug/m3
(13 ppb)

n/a

5-10 ppb

10 ug/m3

n/a

5-10 ppb

10 ug/m3

4 ug/m3
(2.0 ppb)

20 ug/m3
(10 ppb)

n/a

5-10 ppb

2 ug/m3

25 ug/m3
(25 ppb)

61ug/m3
(49 ppb)

4 ppb
max

50 ug/m3
(10 ppb)

n/a

4 ppb
max

Formaldehyde

Acetic Acid

3.7

5
ug/m3
(4.0
ppb)
10
ug/m3
(4.0
ppb)

5-10 ppb

5-10 ppb

HVAC SYSTEM ELECTRONIC CONTROLS

HVAC system controls are a key element in achieving a reliable and efficient heating and
cooling system in an archival facility. As the brains of the HVAC system’s operation, the
controls make all the decisions about when to add or remove heat or change the humidity.
Especially for humidity control, the only way to produce stable environmental conditions is
through the use of computer based control systems. These systems provide the only equipment
that can perform the complex psychometric calculations about the relationship between moisture
and temperature in a space.
It is important to specify a controls system that is matched to the user’s complexity of
requirements. In general, it is best to purchase a system that is industry generic so that it can be
serviced by any knowledgeable technician. The control system should be user friendly with
good graphic displays; able to track and measure all system functions for at least one year; and
be web based for remote access and diagnostics.
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Section 4
Fire Protection
4.1

RATIONALE

The speed and totality of a fire’s destructive forces represent one of the most significant threats
to archives. In a relatively short time period a fire's impact can cause serious structural damage
to the facility and may damage the collections beyond recovery. Archival facilities, because of
their unique holdings, require a higher level of fire safety than is normally required for
commercial buildings. Consequently, these guidelines supplement the mandated building and
fire codes for commercial buildings.
Fire safety and building technologies are constantly evolving. Therefore, these guidelines are
not intended to prevent the use of systems, methods, or devices of equivalent or superior quality,
strength, fire resistance, effectiveness, durability, and safety. Where alternatives are proposed it
must be the responsibility of the design professional or equipment supplier to submit technically
appropriate documentation to demonstrate equivalency.
Fire safety objectives must be set for the facility. They must establish acceptable loss levels and
subsequent protection levels for collections, the building and continuity of operations.
• Life safety must not be less than prescribed by mandated local, state, provincial or federal
codes and standards.
• The fire detection and alarm system must include ADA features and functionality.
• Archives must be provided with a reasonable level of protection against damage or loss
from fire, combustion products and fire suppression actions. This protection level may
vary depending on the unique aspects of specific collections items and categories.
• The facility must be provided with protection against catastrophic loss of integrity from
fire, combustion products and fire suppression actions.
• The archives program must be reasonably protected against operational downtime and
impact from fire, combustion products and fire suppression actions. The acceptable
period of downtime must be defined by the archives administrator.
• The archives facility must be designated a smoke-free building.
4.2

FIRE RISK ASSESSMENT

A fire risk assessment must be conducted when planning a new facility or major renovation to an
existing facility. This assessment must identify potential fire threats and their potential impact
on the facility, collections, organizational mission and persons within the structure. It must also
evaluate fire protection elements identifying appropriate solutions that achieve the desired fire
safety goals and objectives. It is recommended that a risk assessment be conducted for existing
facilities every five years to maintain a continued level of fire safety. This risk assessment
should be undertaken by someone experienced in archives fire safety such as a fire protection
engineer, insurance representative, fire or building official, or other technically qualified person.
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4.3

BUILDING CONSTRUCTION

The building provides the enclosure that safeguards the collections and related operations from
weather, adverse environmental conditions, and security threats. Protecting the repository from
fire damage is paramount. Construction requirements for the repository must comply with
NFPA #232, Standard for the Protection of Records and Storage, NFPA #909, Code for the
Protection of Cultural Resources and the local mandated building code. Where conflicts
between the codes arise the most restrictive requirements must apply for archival facilities.
Critical fire safe aspects of the facility must include:
• Water supply to the site and building.
• Fire detection, fire suppression and fire alarms systems.
• Properly rated construction and roof materials.
• Fire rated doors.
• Preventing fire ignition from mechanical and electrical systems.
• Preventing fire ignition by selecting furniture and finishes that lower flame spread and
smoke generation and are constructed with a low flame spread rating.
• Isolating fire and smoke to prescribed areas of a floor of the building.
Compartmentalizing building spaces will prevent migration of fire and will vary
depending on how the spaces are used.
• Isolating fire and smoke to the floor where the fire occurs.
• Preventing fire spread from an adjacent building or outside sources into the facility.
4.4

STACK CONSTRUCTION

Stacks must have the highest level of fire safe integrity. Stacks and areas housing archival
materials must be constructed to resist the entry of fire, smoke, water, and toxic gases. Refer to
sections 2.3 and 2.4 for construction guidelines.
4.4.1

Structure

All walls, ceilings and floors of a stack must be constructed of masonry. Combustible materials
shall not be used in any portion of the stack's construction, finishes or any portion of the
building's structural members that support the stack. In addition, stacks and all supporting
structures must be designed and constructed to ensure that the structure will withstand all the
conditions that a fire may impose upon it for the entire fire duration.
The duration of the stack fire resistance must not be less than 1.5 times the anticipated fire
duration of all combustibles within the stack. In the absence of accurate knowledge regarding
the fire duration, the stack enclosure must not be less than four hours. Stack fire resistance must
not be reduced if fire suppression is provided even when permitted by the building code.
All building structural members that support stacks must have a fire resistance rating at least
equal to that of the stack enclosure. In a non fire-resistive building, stacks shall be ground
supported. In addition, the stack’s support structure must be of adequate strength to carry the full
load of the building structure plus the wet weight of the stack structure and contents.
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Spray on fire proofing materials must not be used in stacks.
Safes, file cabinets or record containers housing archival records that are housed outside of
stacks must have a minimum fire resistance of two hours.
4.4.2

Walls

Stack walls must be free from penetrations except for openings that are required for essential
systems. Conduit penetrations in stacks must be through walls. Floors and roofs shall not be
pierced for conduit.
Exterior walls of stacks must have the same fire rating as interior walls and must be free from
penetrations. Exception: Exterior openings that are required for proper ventilation and are fitted
with automatic fire and smoke dampers that provide a fire resistance rating equivalent to the wall
may be used in archival facilities.
Smoke barrier walls with self closing doors must be provided for all multiple floor shelving
systems in stacks to prevent vertical smoke migration.
All stacks greater than 500 ft² (46.5 m²) in area must be provided with means to extract smoke
directly to the exterior. Extract can be mechanical or passive.
4.4.3

Doors

All stack door openings must be protected with fire rated doors with a fire rating in hours equal
to the classification of the stack walls. Doors must be listed and labeled in accordance with
ANSI/UL 155, Tests for Fire Resistance of Vault and File Room Doors. Stack doors must be
equipped with automatic closing devices to maintain the door in a normally closed and latched
position.
All other fire doors in the repository must be equipped with automatic closing devices and
maintained in a normally closed position. Exception: Where closed doors interfere with normal
business operations and a smoke detection is provided, they may be held open with magnetic
devices that release and close the doors upon activation of the smoke detection system operation.
4.4.4

Elevators/Stairways

Elevators, stairways, conveyors and other shafts must not open directly into stacks. Exception:
Stairways, elevators, conveyors and shafts that are located within the stack and are exclusive for
use of the respective space.
4.5

MECHANICAL SYSTEMS
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Climate control for the stacks must be accomplished by fixed systems. Portable heating, air
conditioning or humidity control equipment must not be used in stacks. Exception: Equipment
used for temporary stabilization and recovery may be used in emergency situations.
4.5.1

Location

Boilers, furnaces, humidification, de-humidification, air conditioning and other climate
conditioning equipment that serve the stack must not be located within the stack enclosure. In
addition, all controls for utilities that serve stacks must be located outside of the stack so that
access to the controls does not require entry to the stack.
Ducts and pipes that do not serve the stack must not enter or pass through the stack. Any pipe
that serves a stack must have its point of penetration through the wall completely filled with
cement or other approved grouting.
4.5.2

Mechanical Ducts

All mechanical ducts serving the stack must be provided with an automatic, combined fire and
smoke damper that is equipped to completely close the duct opening and shut down fans that
serve the duct in the event of fire. The individual damper or combination thereof must provide
equivalent fire resistance rating to the stack wall.
Duct smoke detectors should be provided in the supply and return ducts of the air handling
systems and be designed to shut down the individual air handler unit if smoke is detected in the
system.
There should be a main shut-off of the air handling systems. It should be possible to shut down
the air handling system manually and override the automatic controls during a fire emergency.
This shut-off switch should be located in the fire control panel.
4.6

ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS

All stack wiring must be in conduit and installed in accordance with NEC, NFPA #70. All
circuits that serve stacks must be fitted with arc-fault circuit interrupters (AFCI). Wiring within
stacks must be limited to those necessary for illumination. Electrical and communications
cabling that does not serve the respective stack must not pass through the stack. Exception:
Power limited circuits as defined by NEC, NFPA #70 National Fire Alarm Code for security,
fire detection and alarm, and temperature/humidity monitoring. Where a conduit or cable serves
the stack the point of penetration through the wall shall be completely filled with cement or other
approved grouting.
The electrical distribution equipment, including communications panels, must not be located
within stacks. Stack electrical and lighting circuits must be arranged so that they are deenergized when the stack’s main lock is engaged. Automatic timers may be used to shut lights
off after thirty minutes. Exception: Power limited circuits as defined by NEC, NFPA #70 for
security, fire detection and alarm, and temperature/ humidity monitoring may be used in stacks.

35

Lighting and electrical power within stacks must only be accomplished by fixed systems.
Portable lighting and extension cords must not be used in stacks. Exception: Portable equipment
used for temporary stabilization and recovery may be used in emergencies.
4.7

FIRE DETECTION AND ALARM

Once a fire starts it must be detected and an alarm sounded. For stacks and other spaces that
house archives this detection must be during the fire's incipient (smoldering) phase, prior to the
appearance of the visible flames. All archival facilities must have automatic fire detection and
alarm systems. The smoke detection/fire alarm system shall be connected to an approved central
station monitoring service.
The fire detection and alarm system must be installed and maintained in compliance with the
current pamphlet of NFPA #72, National Fire Alarm Code® and the fire alarm equipment
manufacturer's technical requirements.
4.7.1

Smoke Detection

The entire repository must be provided with automatic smoke detection. Those portions of the
building where smoke detection is not technically feasible, (i.e. areas subject to freezing) should
be provided with rate-of-rise thermal detection or other suitable thermal detection.
Smoke detection for stacks must be highly sensitivity, capable of detecting smoke obscuration
rates of 0.04 % or less. Detector spacing in stacks must not exceed 450 ft² (42 m²) per detector
or detection point. A fire protection analysis must be conducted to determine the other areas in
the facility where high sensitivity smoke detection is necessary, and the appropriate equipment
then provided.
Smoke and other automatic detection devices must be placed to avoid physical impact due to
collections access and normal operations.
4.7.2

Fire Alarms

All smoke and fire detection devices in stacks must provide annunciation at the fire alarm control
panel and all supplemental enunciator panels to indicate the specific stack where smoke or a fire
has been detected.
Manual fire alarm call boxes shall be provided throughout the facility, including at all stack
egress doors.
4.8

FIRE SUPPRESSION

Once the fire has been detected it must be extinguished to limit damage to archival collections
and the facility. If the fire is detected while it is small and a trained person is present, it may be
controlled with a portable fire extinguisher or other similar manual fire fighting tool. However

36

once the fire exceeds approximately 3 feet (1 meter) in height, professional fire fighters are
required to extinguish the fire. Automatic fire suppression systems can identify a developing fire
and respond within minutes to isolate the fire's size until the fire department arrives.
4.8.1

Manual Fire Fighting Systems

All floor areas must be provided with portable fire extinguishers that are appropriate for the
anticipated fire scenario. Fire extinguishers shall be installed in accordance with the current
pamphlet of NFPA #10, Standard for Portable Fire Extinguishers.
A minimum of one portable fire extinguisher for Class A (ordinary combustibles) fires shall be
located within each stack and within 25 ft (8.2 meters) of the stack door. For multiple tiered
stacks a minimum of one fire extinguisher must be located on each tier.
Fire department standpipe systems and fire hoses must be placed outside of the stack to permit
the fire department to connect their equipment prior to entering the stack enclosure. This also
protects the collections from accidental operation of standpipes and hoses during non-fire
conditions.
4.8.2

Automatic Fire Fighting Systems

Where required, all fire suppression systems must be designed and installed in accordance with
applicable NFPA standards.
• Sprinkler systems: the standard is NFPA #13, Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler
Systems, and for
• Water mist systems: the standard is NFPA #750, Standard for Water Mist Fire
Protection Systems.
• Gas agent systems: the standard is NFPA 2001, Standard on Clean Agent Fire
Extinguishing Systems.
All fire suppression systems must also comply with NFPA #909, Standard for Fire Protection of
Cultural Properties. Where performance alternatives to standard fire suppression component
placement is necessary to comply with specific facility and/or archives requirements, they must
be reviewed and approved by a licensed fire protection engineer.
Automatic fire suppression systems must be technically appropriate for the anticipated fire
scenarios. The system must confine substantial thermal damage to an area that does not exceed
approximately one-half of the floors where it starts and to a maximum of 1,500 ft² (140 m²).
Administrators may require smaller damage areas for specific collections.
Sprinkler and water mist fire suppression systems in archival facilities must be wet-pipe or preaction type systems.
Dry-pipe systems must only be used for spaces that are subject to freezing.
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All fire suppression systems must be kept in proper working order in accordance with the
applicable standards.
4.8.2.1 Stacks
An automatic fire suppression system must be provided for stacks greater than 500 ft² (46.5 m²)
in area. Exception: A space that contains only non-combustible collections including packing or
crating materials, non-combustible shelves and cabinets, or where collections are stored in noncombustible cabinets may use a different fire suppression system.
Sprinkler and water mist fire suppression systems in repositories including stacks must be wetpipe or pre-action type systems. Dry-pipe systems must only be used for spaces that are subject
to freezing.
Sprinkler and water mist systems must be individually zoned for each stack and must have
dedicated shut off valves for each stack. All valves must have clear signage indicating the
portion of the facility that they control. All security and facilities staff members must be familiar
with the location of valves. Each sprinkler zone must be specifically monitored by the fire
alarm system, which indicates the zone with an activated sprinkler.
4.8.2.2 Compact Mobile Shelving Systems
An automatic fire suppression system must be provided for all stacks where compact mobile
shelving is used for the storage of collections. Exception: Compact storage that contains only
non-combustible collections or collections stored in non-combustible cabinets on the compact
system may use a different fire suppression system.
Compact mobile shelving systems that are installed within existing buildings must have the
sprinkler system evaluated by a fire protection engineer or other technically qualified person to
ensure that the sprinklers are able to provide the proper level of protection. Sprinkler system
modifications or appropriate supplemental suppression must be implemented as necessary before
installation of the compact shelving.
Compact mobile shelving systems that are installed in new or renovated stacks should consider
electrically operated shelving that can automatically go into “fire mode.” Upon activation of a
smoke detector, water flow alarm, or manual alarm, fire mode allows the shelving rows to
automatically separate to create minimum 5-inch aisles. Electric mobile systems can also be
programmed to go into fire mode when the archival facility is closed for business.
Fire protection for archival materials stored on compact mobile shelving measuring 8 shelves
high (111 inches tall) must use a wet-pipe automatic sprinkler system with 165° F quick response
sprinklers (RTI=50) spaced on a maximum of 100 ft² per sprinkler and with design for a
minimum flow density of 0.30 gpm/ft² over the most remote 1500 ft² of floor area. Designers
should consider using lower temperature (135° F or 155° F) sprinkler heads.
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Recent fire tests have shown that high bay electric mobile shelving systems can safely go 30 feet
high providing 30 shelves per bay of shelving without the addition of in-rack sprinkler
installations as long as Early Suppression Fast Response (ESFR) sprinklers are used and the
archival material is stored in boxes. Additional provisions for fire protection on the high bay
mobile shelving include 6” longitudinal flue spaces between the back to back shelving rows and
3” transverse flue spaces between adjacent shelving units.
4.8.2.3 Exhibition/Laboratories/Processing/Hold Areas
An automatic fire suppression system must be provided for all areas where archival materials are
exhibited, treated or temporarily stored.
4.8.2.4 Cold Storage
Clean agent systems (gas agent extinguishing system) that comply with NFPA 2001, Standard
on Clean Agent Fire Extinguishing Systems, or pre-action sprinkler systems must be used in cold
stacks and other areas subject to temperatures below 40°F. When using a clean agent system, the
gas manufacturer or authorized distributor must provide proof that the agent has been tested and
demonstrate successful fire extinguishment in scenarios that are similar to those in the proposed
protected area.
4.9

LOW OXYGEN SYSTEM

A Low Oxygen System is a promising emerging technology that currently is used in a few
European facilities and is undergoing evaluation by several cultural heritage organizations in
North America.
The Low Oxygen System recognizes that fires cannot achieve full flaming combustion when
room oxygen levels are below 16% which is less than the nominal 21% oxygen found in air. A
smoldering fire may occur that can be detected by a smoke detection system and extinguished
with simple methods. However without a source for a flaming fire some of the traditional fire
suppression methods, such as sprinklers, may not be needed.
The 16% oxygen level is accomplished by special nitrogen generators that are connected to the
building's air handling system. To be successful the room must be relatively air tight. A healthy
person can work in this atmosphere for a designated time period without harm.
As the technology advances, this section will provide more specific guidelines.
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Section 5
Security
5.1

RATIONALE

Security measures must be taken in archival facilities to protect the collections from
unauthorized access, change, destruction, or other threats. Maintaining unbroken custody of
archival materials is a critical responsibility of every archival institution and unauthorized and
unsupervised public access to collections storage must be forbidden. Archives must be
rigorously protected against theft, burglary, vandalism, terrorism, unauthorized alteration, other
criminal acts, and casual damage or disturbance caused by inexpert or careless handling.
Archival facilities and their budgets vary as do their security needs. It is important, however,
that the administrators and staff consider the unique nature of their mission, building, location,
and budget when developing a security program. Security programs are often overlooked as a
core archival function, and the result can be loss of, or damage to, collections. It is important for
archivists to incorporate security steps into their basic archival functions. Some archives may
not be able to implement all the suggestions in these guidelines. After careful analysis, choices
for security should be based on the feasibility and appropriateness of the security program for the
facility and the collections.
Implementing a security program minimizes the possibilities of damage to the facility and
damage or loss to the collections. The security program for a new or renovated facility should be
developed from the beginning of the building’s initial planning and programming efforts.
Establish a design that includes layers of security from exterior to interior addressing:
• the site and its perimeter
• the building envelope
• the building interior
• the collections
5.2

SECURITY RISK ASSESSMENT

The most effective means of determining the security needs of an archival facility and of each
area within the facility is a security risk assessment, also known as a security risk analysis. A
security risk assessment examines the outside and inside of the facility and the archival
operations. The risk assessment must include stacks, processing, exhibit, loading dock, offices,
reading room(s), and public areas security The assessment results should be incorporated into
the site development and facility design (new or renovated). A thorough assessment will result in
a design that includes security layering from the outside perimeter of the site to the innermost
and most secure stacks.
5.3

EXTERNAL SECURITY
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The archives facility’s overall security needs must be designed to address its site and location.
The facility should be located near police and fire services to provide a short response time in
case of an emergency. Archival facilities should not be located near a strategic installation or
symbolic site which could be a target in an armed conflict. See section 1.2.1 regarding the
location of archival facilities to avoid hazards.

5.3.1 Perimeter
The perimeter and all parts of the facility must be secure against unauthorized entry and
vandalism. When location permits, the perimeter of an archival facility should have:
• A secure buffer zone around the repository
• Fences
• Security-gates
• Clear illumination in the hours of darkness
• One visitor entrance.
All means of access to the facility, such as doors, elevators, stairways, windows and ventilation
(duct work/shafts) should be designed to protect against unauthorized entry into the building.
Archival material should not be permanently or temporarily stored in areas used as corridors or
emergency exits, the loading dock, or the mail room.
5.3.2

Building Systems

To minimize unnecessary access by maintenance staff, all building systems must be capable of
being isolated and controlled independently. All heating, ventilating, and air-conditioning
(HVAC), water, drainage pipes, and electrical controls must be located outside the stacks and
must not provide direct access to the stacks. Other services such as gas, oil, and sewage must be
located outside the stacks. Security mitigation measures must be taken if these conditions are not
achievable for stacks.
Locks must be installed on all master lighting/electrical panels, so that no unauthorized personnel
can turn off the lights. If this is not possible, these services should be controlled from outside the
facility.
5.3.3

Windows

Windows, while aesthetically appealing, present security risks to archival facilities and their
collections. In general, archival facilities should have as few windows as practically possible.
Additionally, roof lights and skylights should be avoided and must never be installed over stacks
or in areas where collections are used or exhibited.
•
•
•

Stacks: no windows or skylights.
Exhibit areas: no windows or skylights.
Processing areas: no windows; if present the windows must be secured and should be
double glazed and filtered against excess light and ultraviolet radiation.
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•
•

Laboratories: no windows; if present the windows must be secured and should be double
glazed and filtered.
Reading room(s): windows may be permitted, but they must be secured, double-glazed
and filtered. In addition, windows should be visible from the reference desk so that they
can be monitored

Windows in an archival facility should be small, not openable, and glazed with strengthened
glass. In addition, windows vulnerable to intrusion should be secured with bars, grills,
toughened glass, metal roller shutters, intruder sensors, or with a combination of these measures.
Windows within ten feet of grade level should be monitored by sonic glass break detectors or by
beam motion detectors. Depending on their location, one-way glass may be used to prevent
people from viewing sensitive areas of the facility.
To stabilize the environment, guard against condensation in the repository, and reduce the risks
of exposing archival documents to light, all windows into areas where records are exposed
should be double-glazed, with an ultraviolet filter incorporated into the glass or provided as a
screen or film. In addition, shutters, louvers, or blinds should be used to shade the windows. In
older or retrofitted facilities, stack windows should be blocked to protect collections. Refer to
section 6 for lighting guidelines.
5.3.4

Exterior Doors

Exterior doors must be strongly constructed, close fitting and equipped with thief-resistant
locks. The facility should have an intruder alarm system, which must be connected to a central
control unit at the police or security station, and include procedures for servicing alarm calls. In
shared premises, internal doors between the archives and other parts of the building must be
securely locked when the archival facility is unoccupied. Fire department personnel and security
specialists should review the types of locks being used and their system of operation, particularly
in the case of electronic or electromagnetic locking devices, to ensure that they meet fire codes
and security goals.
Emergency exit doors should be designed to open only from the inside, should open onto an
escape route, and comply with fire regulations. Unsupervised emergency exit doors must be
equipped with delayed egress locking devices with local alarms. If the local fire code permits,
the delay should be set to thirty rather than the standard fifteen seconds.
Doors leading out of the closed-access areas must be fitted with locks that may be opened from
the inside without a key but can be opened from the outside only with a key or electronic access
system. Stacks doors must not be used as external doors of the facility or open into any part of
the public-use areas of the facility. Exterior doors left open for public access, deliveries, or staff
use must be monitored at all times and should not be located near stack entrances.
5.4

STACKS SECURITY

Providing security and controlled access for the stacks begins externally and continues inside the
building. Layers of security provide the best protection for the collections in an archival facility.
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Wall and floor construction must be built to aid the physical security of the stacks. Mechanical,
electrical, and fire safety systems must be designed for the physical security of the stacks.
Stacks must be used solely for the storage of collections. Staff work areas must not be located
within stacks; the constant passage of staff to and from work areas in stacks compromises their
security and their environments. Stack entrances should be located away from public areas of the
building. Finally, the doors, locks, and alarms are critical to providing the required security for
the collections.
5.4.1

Doors

All doors providing access to stacks must be locked and continually monitored. For stacks
needing a high level of security, doors require a minimum four-hour fire rating. For other
stacks, “custom,” rather than “standard,” hollow metal doors and frames are recommended
because they can be manufactured to any dimension and can accommodate different hardware
combinations. Wooden doors and framing should not be used for stacks.
Hollow metal doors and frames are classified in levels:
• Standard (level one)
• Heavy-Duty (level two)
• Extra Heavy Duty (level three)
• Maximum-Duty (level four).
“Maximum Duty” doors and frames are recommended for stacks because they are tested to a
more rigorous standard, have thicker steel in the door and the frames, are full flush and seamless,
have a higher fire rating, and more successfully resist intruders and severe weather. These doors
should have at least a two-hour, and preferably a four-hour, fire rating to match the wall rating.
All door assemblies should be subject to the following testing as prescribed by the Hollow Metal
Manufacturers Association (HMMA):
• Static load testing
• Impact testing (soft body and hard body)
• Vision system impact testing
• Forced entry attack testing
• Jam/wall stiffness testing
• Edge crush testing
Stack doors should only open into areas monitored by and accessed by staff. Stack doors must
not exit to the exterior of facility. Exception: Emergency exits may exit to the exterior of the
facility.
5.4.2

Locks

Locks for stack doors may be manual or electronic depending upon the facility’s security
requirements, budget, procedures and other requirements.

43

Manual locks must have a high security rating and come with interchangeable cores so that they
can be re-keyed for new requirements or lost keys. Procedures for managing manual locks are an
important component when using them in an archival facility and should include requirements
to:
• Limit the number of keys distributed to staff.
• Maintain careful records of key circulation.
• Require daily sign-out and return of keys to the stacks, which provides written
documentation of who was in the stack areas at specific times and dates.
• Ensure the return of all keys when staff leaves archives’ employment. Lost or
unaccounted keys require replacement and sometimes lock re-keying, which is both
expensive and time-consuming.
Electronic locks restrict access to staff using keypad combinations, programmed access control
cards, and/or biometric locks. There must be a secure, back-up source of electricity such as an
emergency generator, to ensure that the electronic locks do not become unlocked in the event of
a power failure. Refer to section 5.8.2 for details on electronic access control systems.
• With keypad systems there is the risk that too many people may end up with access to the
combination. However, it is easy to change combinations as needed.
• Electronic access systems have the advantage of automatically recording the time of staff
entry and egress to designated spaces into a central database. Also, lost access cards or a
change in staff can be quickly and easily corrected in the system’s database.
5.4.3

Windows

Windows must not be located in stacks, as they provide a possible entrance and exit point for
intruders and allow in damaging natural light.
5.4.4

Alarms

In addition to external intrusion alarms, internal intrusion alarms for stacks are important for
archival security and include door alarms and a variety of motion detectors. Door alarms should
be activated if the door is forced open, not properly closed, or propped open. All alarms must
be connected directly to the police or a central monitoring center. In addition, there should be an
audible alarm in the facility to alert staff of a possible breach of security. Refer to section 5.8.4.
5.5

LOADING DOCK

It is crucial that security be integrated into the design of the loading dock and receiving room(s).
The loading dock must provide a secure environment for receiving archival materials into the
building. Collections must be protected from theft and vandalism, as well as fire, weather and
pests.
Loading dock doors, whether roll-up or swing, must have appropriate security. If there is a
separate receiving room, it should have the same door security as a stack door.
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When materials arrive at the loading dock, they should immediately be screened and moved to
appropriate areas. Archival materials should be moved immediately to a secure receiving area.
If there is no secure receiving room, the collections should be moved to the stacks soon after they
are examined for threats like bombs, pests, and mold. Food should be moved immediately to the
food service area; mail moved immediately to the mail room. Screening may be done with a
metal detector. Refer to sections 9.2 and 9.3 for loading dock and receiving functions.
5.6

READING ROOM SECURITY

Researchers have direct access to the collections in the reading room where they are at the
greatest risk of damage, vandalism, or theft in the reading room. It is important to address
physical security through facility design and carefully established security policies and
procedures. Refer to section 9.11 for the functions and adjacency requirements for reading
room(s).
5.6.1

Access

Reading room(s) and their support spaces should be accessible from the public entrance and/or
lobby of the archival facility. The public should not be permitted to walk thru or by stacks and
other records holding areas. Researcher registration, also referred to as the sign-in desk, should
be located outside the reading room. In a shared facility, it may be necessary to locate the
registration operation at the entrance or in the lobby of the facility. Researcher lockers and
public rest rooms should be located outside the reading room.
There should be one secure entrance/exit to the reading room for researchers and it must be
located separately from registration and lockers. There must be no direct access to rest rooms or
other unsupervised spaces from the reading room.
In a high profile building or where there are significant concerns about personnel safety and
damage to the materials, it may be necessary to install a magnetometer at the reading room
entrance or at the entrance to the facility to check for metal objects, such as guns, knives, or
razor blades.
Fire and emergency exits should be controlled and provided with alarms, and should never be
used for routine access or egress.
5.6.2

Layout

The reading room(s) should be designed to provide clear supervision of all researchers by
archives staff and/or monitors and contain as few visual barriers as possible. There should be no
support columns, stacks, or other large objects such as microfilm readers, desks, or filing
cabinets blocking the staff's view of any part of the room. Ideally, there should be a sufficient
number of tables to accommodate researchers on only one side of the table with each researcher
facing the reading room monitor. If this is not possible, arrange the tables so that the staff can
see the researchers' hands and face on both sides of the tables. Assigning multiple researchers to
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a table (4-top) provides an additional deterrent to theft or damage to the materials when space is
a consideration.
Lighting should be adequate to allow staff to monitor the room and allow researchers to carry out
their research. The reading room should not have windows that open allowing access from the
outside. Windows should be relatively small and located where they are clearly visible from the
reference desk. If windows do exist, they need to be sealed and secured through the use of bars
or grills, alarms, metal roll shutters, and/or toughened glass with ultra-violet protection. Blinds
or shades can be used to minimize the amount of light entering the room and provide visual
security from the facility’s exterior. Natural light should not fall directly on the collections.
5.6.3

Access to Collections

Researchers must only be allowed access to collections in the reading room. Only authorized
staff must be allowed to access collections in the stacks.
The reading room should be arranged with enough space between tables to permit a cart with
archival materials to be placed next to the table . Researchers should be permitted to access a
limited amount of material at one time to avoid the possibility of mixing of collections and
having the boxes block the staff monitor’s view of researcher work.
Collections must not be left in the reading room overnight. When the facility closes for the
evening, all collections must be housed in a secure location until the next business day. If space
allows, there should be a secure records holding area located adjacent to the reading room to
temporarily store records being used by researchers. If no secure hold area is available, the
records should be returned to the stacks overnight
5.7

EXHIBITS

Exhibition spaces should be located near other public access areas but must provide security
from theft or vandalism for any archival materials on display. Individual exhibit cases must be
locked and tamper proof. Cases should be alarmed, which can be accomplished by using a
photoelectric beam or an alarm that is set off with contact. For particularly valuable materials or
in an open exhibit area, a photoelectric beam should be used. When the facility is closed, the
entire room must be protected by a motion detector.
5.8

PHYSCIAL SECURITY SYSTEMS

Archives security is dependent on the installation of physical security systems including locks,
electronic access control systems, perimeter detection systems, interior detection systems,
lighting, alarms, and surveillance equipment. There are a number of variables to consider when
determining the best physical security system for a facility, including facility design, location
and budget. Designers and users should consult with a security expert before finalizing security
plans.
5.8.1

Locks
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Since the majority of recorded entries into a facility occur through doors, a quality locking
system for both exterior and interior doors is crucial to facility and collection security. No door
or lock is impenetrable and together they are no stronger than the weakest point. To achieve
door security provide:
• A proper-fitting, windowless, hollow metal door located where an intruder cannot use a
broken adjoining window to unlock the door from the inside.
• Inward-facing hinges. However, if outward-facing hinges are necessary they must have
fixed-pins to avoid jimmying.
• High security locks with multiple-pin tumblers, deadlock bolts, interchangeable cores,
and serial numbers.
Table 5-1

LOCKS FOR ARCHIVAL FACILITIES

Locks
Double Bolt lock
Drop bolt/deadbolt
lock
Mortise double cylinder
deadbolt lock
Interconnected lock
Mortise or cylinder
Deadbolt lock
Spring bolt lock
Key-in-the-knob lock
5.8.2

Recommended Recommended with Not Recommended
Reservations
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

Electronic Access Control Systems

Electronic access control systems permit entry through a door using a keypad, card, or biometric
identifier. Advanced electronic systems go beyond simply locking and unlocking doors and are
becoming more commonly used in archival facilities. Any electronic security access control
device/system must have a backup power source to guarantee continuity of security in the event
of an electrical outage.
5.8.2.1 Electronic Digital Lock
An electronic digital lock can use the same door mounting holes as most key locking systems,
but the lock is operated by an integrated keypad. A digital lock can be keyless or combined with
a key for expanded security. The advantage of a digital lock is that the combination can be
easily changed. The disadvantage is that the lock system is limited to a single door, and it cannot
record who enters and exits through the door.
5.8.2.2 Electronic Control System
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An electronic control system uses a card reader at each door requiring controlled access.
Available with a variety of features, an electronic control system is centrally controlled and can
be programmed to limit access by time of day, by location, and to specific staff. In addition, the
system can provide auditing features, remotely administered and controlled access, and expand
or limit access without physically re-keying the locks. Lost access cards and terminated staff can
quickly be deleted from the system. The audit features allows the computer to maintain access
records for each door use and create user histories.
5.8.2.3 Biometric Identification
A biometric identification security system measures the physical characteristics of a person to
determine authentication and control access. This system can be used on single doors as well as
programmed into a card-reading access control system.
5.8.3

Perimeter Detection Systems

Perimeter detection systems are designed to detect intrusion through doors, windows, skylights,
and other apertures in the facility. They include a number of different devices. Most devices are
electromechanical and transmit an alarm if the electrical current moving through the system is
interrupted.
5.8.3.1 Windows
•
•
•
•

Foil tape is often used on panes to protect their windows against vandalism. However,
foil tape readily deteriorates, can be easily damaged, and is expensive to install and
maintain.
Glass break detectors attach to windows and contain a small frequency sensor that detects
breaking glass. It is quite effective, but the device and wires are visible at all times.
Audio glass break detectors can be mounted on the wall in a small room with several
windows. They are usually connected to the alarm system and are only armed when the
alarm system is activated.
Security screens function like ordinary window screens except that they include tiny
interwoven wires that alert the alarm system when the screen is removed or cut. Since
they need to be custom made, they are expensive. However, they do permit ventilation,
when appropriate, without sacrificing security.

5.8.3.2 Doors
•
•

A magnetic door contact switch consists of current running through two contacts, one
attached to the frame and one attached to the door. When the contact is broken, the alarm
sounds. These are very reliable, but they can be bypassed by using a strong magnet.
A balanced magnetic door contact switch uses a closed magnetic field and unlike the
magnetic door contact switch, these units are difficult to bypass. However, they must be
precisely mounted, and, since they are matched when manufactured, they are not
interchangeable.
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•
•

Door prop alarms sound if the door has been left or propped open longer than a set period
of time.
Latch position indicators set off an alarm if the door has not been latched properly.

5.8.3.3 Walls, Windows, and Doors
Vibration detectors sense movements in walls, windows, doors, skylights, etc. when an intrusion
is attempted.
5.8.4

Interior Detection Systems

Interior detection systems sound an alarm when an intruder enters a locked facility. Most
systems operate by sensing movement in the area. Each system reacts differently and to different
situations so designers must determine which system(s) works best with their facility and
security program.
5.8.4.1 Mat Switches
Mat switches consist of two pieces of conductive materials that are kept apart by a material
barrier. When weight is placed on the mat, the conductive materials touch, completing an
electrical circuit and setting off an alarm. These are often located at archival facility entrance
doors.
5.8.4.2 Stress Sensors
Stress sensors work on the same principle as the mat switches and monitor extra weight being
placed in an area. They are often placed on load-bearing beams under areas to be monitored,
including roofs.
5.8.4.3 Ultrasonic Devices
Ultrasonic devices send out a balloon-like pattern of high-energy sound waves that are picked up
by a receiver. Interruption of the waves sets off the alarm. These waves cannot penetrate walls
so their use is restricted to rooms without interior barriers. They can be used in rooms with
multiple doors and windows as long as barriers are not present.
5.8.4.4 Microwave Alarms
Microwave alarms establish an electromagnetic field that triggers an alarm when disturbed by an
intruder. The shape of the field can be adjusted to cover a long corridor or an open space.
Microwaves can penetrate wood, glass, drywall, and similar materials so placement is crucial to
avoid false alarms. Since they can penetrate walls, etc., they are easier to hide and monitor areas
in other rooms. Problems may arise if the beams penetrate exterior walls and respond to exterior
movement such as passing vehicular traffic, resulting in false alarms.
5.8.4.5 Photoelectric Beams
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Photoelectric beams transmit infrared or ultraviolet beams to a receiver. They are particularly
effective in long corridors or in restricting access to whole sections of a building. They can also
be camouflaged as ordinary electrical outlets as well as small boxes on the wall or on a column.
Often these are used to protect exhibits, as they can provide a barrier which visitors cannot pass
without setting off an alarm.
5.8.4.6 Infrared Sensors
Passive infrared sensors "examine" an area searching for changes in infrared energy or
temperature emitted from objects in the area and sets off an alarm when changes occur. These
units are sensitive enough to detect changes near an air-conditioner or radiator. Therefore,
placement is crucial to avoid interference in their field of "vision." These are often be used in
reading rooms and large stacks.
5.8.4.7 Dual Technology Sensors
Dual technology sensors combine the capabilities of ultrasonic devices and passive infrared
sensors. Both devices must be activated for an alarm to occur minimizing false alarms. These
can often be used in reading rooms and large stacks.
5.8.5

Alarms

Security systems rely on two types of alarms: local and silent. Silent alarms are recommended
for archival facilities.
•

Local alarms set off a loud noise and/or flashing lights when activated. This is designed
to cause the intruder to leave the scene and alert the intruder's presence to patrolling
police and/or passersby. Such alarms are not effective since they do require immediate
police or security response.

•

Silent alarms are wired directly to a police department, central monitoring location, alarm
company, or campus security. In this instance, the intruder has no knowledge that the
alarm has been triggered. Assuming that there is a quick response, there is a better
chance of apprehending the intruder.

5.8.6

Lighting

Archival facilities should provide enough exterior and interior lighting to prevent dark spaces
where intruders could hide. A well-lighted exterior will deter a potential intruder from spending
time trying to break into a facility when the risk of being observed is high. See section 6 for
lighting guidelines.
5.8.7

Surveillance Equipment
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The most common form of surveillance equipment is closed-circuit television (CCTV). CCTV
cameras can be installed to monitor the perimeter of the building, exterior doors, the loading
dock, stacks, reading room(s), exhibits, public access areas, corridors, and office areas. Camera
recording should be motion activated and have system storage adequate to provide a minimum of
30 days of recording. The CCTV system should be supported by a battery backup system or by
emergency generator. The system should work in low light conditions of 30 Lux. See section 6
for lighting guidelines.
CCTV can be effective for observing patrons, but it is not infallible in detecting theft in the
reading room. It is difficult for staff to maintain constant TV monitoring, so some archives only
use the CCTV when a researcher is suspected of theft or mishandling records.
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Section 6
Lighting
6.1

RATIONALE

Archival facilities must take measures to protect the collections from the damage caused by
excessive light levels, ultraviolet (UV) light and infrared (IR) light. Archival lighting must
strike a balance between three essential goals:
•

Economical: Lighting must not greatly increase overall energy usage. Lighting costs
should be kept as low as possible and archival facilities should strive toward “green”
status.

•

Safety: Lighting must be filtered and controlled in order to ensure the maximum life
expectancy of sensitive archival records and limit their deterioration due to light aging
that results in fading, color shift, and darkening of collections.

•

Functional: Lighting must optimize use of the building features, services, and
holdings of archival records and special collections by staff and visitors. Lighting must
be planned to support the facilities’ environmental, security, safety, and accessibility
goals.

Proposals for archival buildings may suggest a variety of lighting sources including daylight,
fluorescent lighting, incandescent lighting, and specialty lighting sources such as high intensity
xenon arc lighting or light emitting diodes (LED). Not all lighting sources are equally
economical, safe, and functional for archival and special collections.
6.1.1 Economics
The lighting selected for an archival facility will be impacted by the type of lighting budget
that the organization can afford over time. These costs may include:
• lighting system purchase and installation - the lighting hardware, lighting lamps
(bulbs), filters, diffusers, and software.
• replacement bulb purchase and installation costs.
• ongoing energy costs, as almost a third of a building’s power costs are due to lighting.
• the cost of bulb disposal, particularly for mercury and rare metal lamps.
Overall lighting costs may be reduced if care is taken during the design process to analyze the
facility’s illumination needs and consider the:
• ambient lighting set points
• color balance needs
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•
•

illumination levels and zones filtering needs
types of available fixtures and lamps

Coordinate lighting with room layouts and colors and surface choices. Lighting design should
also take into consideration special needs for color balanced lighting in areas such as
conservation laboratories and reformatting areas, special task areas, handicapped accessibility,
and needs of older researchers. Energy budgets can be cut substantially by training staff in
lighting use and by regularly maintaining lighting systems with the appropriate controls, such as
sensors, dimmers, and timers.
Some of the easiest ways to lower lighting costs are:
• Light with daylight to the extent possible in all allowable spaces such as the lobby, offices
with no records use areas, exercise room, break rooms, and bathrooms. All light should
diffuse and filter UV and IR radiation appropriately to avoid light damage.
•

Install occupancy sensors, automatic dimmers, automatic blinds, and daylight switches
wherever possible to control unnecessary illumination. These work well in areas such as
staff restrooms, storage rooms, mechanical and electrical rooms, custodial areas, and
loading docks. Daylight harvesting controls switch lighting off or cause lights to dim when
daylight is at a certain level.

•

Use mercury-free compact high efficiency fluorescent lamps with appropriate filtering and
bi-level ballasts, instead of incandescent ones. Note: incandescent lamps will be phased out
by 2016 and will require heat filters.

•

Paint the building interior throughout with light colored reflective surfaces to minimize
glare and energy use and maximize brightness.

•

Install manual bi-level switching capacity repository-wide.

•

Set up operational procedures that maximize cost efficiency. Procedures can include
cleaning the light fixtures, training staff to turn off lights when not in use, and reducing after
hours lighting by overlapping staff and maintenance schedules.

The cost efficiencies of using visible light within building interiors, which is known as
“daylighting,” must be balanced against the need to protect collections from damaging
ultraviolet (UV) and infrared (IR) light. Choose lamps, windows, and exhibit glass that are
fitted with:
• UV absorbing acrylic filters (e.g. UF 3 Plexiglas that reduces 95-98% of UV light)
• glass filters
• dichroic glass filters
• dimmers (Note: dimmer switches may in inappropriate in such areas as reading room,
labs and offices because they may provide uneven illumination.
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Incandescent lights should have heat absorbing filters. The minimum distance between the
light, particularly incandescent lamps, and the collection item or record should be 20 inches
(500 mm).
Fluorescent bulbs may pose some additional costs, such as the need to regularly purchase and
replace screens or filters to protect collections from UV and IR. Costs of low UV fluorescent
lamps are high, but appear inexpensive when compared to remediation costs when materials are
damaged. High efficiency low UV fluorescent lamps are frequently chosen for archival and
special collections buildings.
6.1.2

Safety

Most archival materials are highly sensitive to light exposure, being damaged relatively
rapidly. The light sensitivity of archival materials mandates the use of lower lighting levels that
are a safe distance from collections materials to avoid heat damage. In addition, archives must
use less damaging lighting sources and types (non-UV), install special UV screening devices
such as light filters, shades, blinds, and other devices) and provide excellent ventilation and
cooling. Manage light damage through prevention by keeping light exposure to a minimum).
The most common problems from light exposure are:
• Infrared radiation heats materials, leading to accelerated aging, embrittlement and
yellowing.
• Ultraviolet radiation causes disintegration or structural weakness of materials, color
shifts in pigments or dyes, and yellowing or darkening of lignins, resins, starches, and
glues in collections materials.
• Visible light bleaches colors on materials, causing fading, darkening, and yellowing of
collections materials, as well as color shifts in dyes and pigments.
The level of damage caused by light depends upon:
• length or duration of the exposure
• intensity of the exposure (light level in lux or foot candles)
• wavelength of light to which the materials are exposed
• types of materials being exposed.
The longer the exposure, the more intense the light exposure is, the shorter the wavelength, or
the more sensitive the material, the greater the damage. Light damage can also be made worse
by exposure to other environmental factors such as oxygen, relative humidity and temperature.
Refer to section 3.
When renovating older buildings, be sure that the lighting systems do not block the sprinkler
heads or impact their effectiveness by blocking sprinkler spray. Pay particular attention to
fluorescent lighting ballasts, as some historical ballast pose fire risks.
6.1.3

Functional
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Archivists and designers should determine a space’s light levels based upon the functions to
occur in the space. Designers may propose the use of light as a design element to add visual
interest and drama to a space via skylights, clerestories, chandeliers, specialty lights with
dimmer switches, plant lights, embedded LED lighting in auditoriums, spot lights, and exterior
spotlights and wall washing lights. While often aesthetically desirable, staff must ensure that the
design-based lighting elements do not pose challenges to records preservation, raise ongoing
energy costs, pose risks when moving materials into and out of the building, or require
substantial additional cooling to control their heat. Examine proposed aesthetic lighting uses
closely for their costs and risks to the collections.
Table 6-1
LIGHTING CRITERIA FOR ARCHIVAL FACILITES
Space
type

Stacks

Space Name

Stacks

Cold Storage

Lighting
Level

Maximum
UV Level

In Lux and
Foot
candles

In
Microwatts
per Lumen

200-500
lux
19-46
foot
candles
200-500
lux
19-46
foot
candles

10

No windows or
skylights; UV filters;
20 inches between bulb
and collections.

10

Thermal tempered
lights; UV filters.

200-500
lux
19-46
foot
candles
200-500
lux
19-46
foot
candles
200-500
lux
19-46
foot

10

No windows or
skylights; UV filters;
20 inches between bulb
and collections.

10

Controlled and color
balanced light; UV
filters; task lighting.

10

Damp-labeled (DL) or
Wet-labeled (WL)
fixtures.

Notes

Mixed
Use
Processing Room(s)

Conservation Laboratory – Dry

Conservation Laboratory - Wet
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Special Media Laboratory

Reformatting Lab

Exhibits

candles
200-500
lux
19-46
foot
candles
50 –
1,500 lux
5-139
foot
candles
30-200
lux
3-19 foot
candles

10

Controlled and color
balanced light; UV
filters; task lighting.

10

Controlled and color
balanced light; UV
filters; task lighting.

10

Most in the 50-100
lux/5-9 foot candles
range; Dimmers and
occupancy sensors;
fiber optic lighting; 2436 inches from
collections.

10

Diffuse, color
balanced; UV filters;
low level lighting with
brighter task lights.

Reading
Rooms
Textual

Microfilm

Audiovisual

Records Holding Area

Researcher
Registration/Orientation
Consultation

Finding Aids Room

200-500
lux
19-46
foot
candles
50-100
lux
5-9 foot
candles
200-500
lux
19-46
foot
candles
200-500
lux
19-46
foot
candles
200-500
lux
19-46
foot
candles
200-500
lux

No windows; UV
filters; task lighting

10

Low level lighting –
200-300 lux/19-28 foot
candles; UV filters;
lighting zones; task
lights.

10

No windows or
skylights; UV filters;
20 inches between bulb
and collections.

10

UV filters; Online
registration may
require diffuse and
lower lighting (50-100
lux/5-19 foot candles).

10

Online catalog
searching may require
diffuse and lower
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lighting (50-100 lux/519 foot candles).

19-46
foot
candles
Public
Spaces
Lobby

Lockers/Locker Room

Auditorium/Training/Classroom

Meeting Spaces

Food Service Area

Gift Shop

300-500
lux
28-46
foot
candles
300-500
lux
28-46
foot
candles
200-500
lux
19-46
foot
candles
200-750
lux
19-70
foot
candles
75-750
lux
7-70 foot
candles
750 lux
70 foot
candles

10

Bright lighting; day
lighting and accent
lighting.

10

Occupancy sensors and
automatic shut offs.

10

Lighting controls;
avoid systems that
produce heat or noise.

10

300 lux is standard.

10

Kitchens should have
750 lux; dining can
have day lighting and
75-200 lux.

10

Staff
Spaces
Offices

Lunchroom

Lockers/Locker Room

300-750
Lux
28-46
foot
candles
75-750
lux
7-70 foot
candles
300-500

10

Dining can have day
lighting and 200 lux.

10

Occupancy sensors and

57

automatic shut offs; DL
or WL fixtures if
needed.

lux
28-46
foot
candles
NonPublic
Spaces
Loading Dock/Receiving

Supply Storage/Warehouse

Computer Room

Security Office

200-500
lux
19-46
foot
candles
150-500
lux
14-46
foot
candles
200-500
lux
19-46
foot
candles
200-500
lux
19-46
foot
candles

10

Recommended is 300
lux.

10

Depends on activity
levels.

10

No windows or
skylights.

10

May need lighting
zones with dimmers
and flash capabilities.

300 lux
28 foot
candles
150-300
lux
14-28
foot
candles
150-300
lux
14-28
foot
candles
150-300
lux
14-28

10

DL or WL fixtures.

General
Restrooms

Corridors

Stairs

Elevators

10

10

10
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Directional Signage

Exterior

foot
candles
200-300
lux
19-28
foot
candles
5-200 lux
1-19 foot
candles

6.2

STACKS

6.2.1

Paper/Films/Electronic Records Stacks

10

200-500 lux/19-46 foot candles

Stacks must not have windows, skylights, or clerestories. Existing windows or other natural
light sources must be completely blocked.
All light frequencies < 400 mn must be filtered so that 95 to 98 % of the UV light is reduced.
The artificial lighting levels should be kept as low as possible in stacks but be bright enough for
staff to read container labels. The lighting level should be at least 10 to 15 foot candles at the
floor. In stacks, light levels may vary at different heights. Generally the higher light levels
occur at the top the shelves, sometimes leading to uneven fading of collections containers and
unboxed materials. The lowest light levels occur at the bottom shelves, sometimes making it
difficult to read container labels.
Low IR (heat) lighting should be used in stacks. There should be a 20 inch/500 mm distance
between the lighting source and the nearest collection item. Heat from lights can be reduced by
increasing the distance of the collections from the lighting source, by using higher ceilings, and
by cooling the stack. Ensure that IR shielding is provided to all lighting sources and that all
ballasts pose no fire hazard.
Lighting mechanisms must not impede sprinkler effectiveness. In addition, lighting fixtures
must not obstruct access to the shelves.
Luminaires can be attached to regular or mobile shelving or may be set up in zones attached to
the ceiling. Lighting should be fitted with sensors, occupancy detectors, diffusers, and dimmers
to help conserve power and limit the heat and light exposure of the collections. Digital
Addressable Lighting Interface (DALI) lighting systems allow hour by hour programming of
light levels using software and wall controls.
Large stacks may need to be divided into lighting zones. Within zones, position lighting along
entryways and aisles to reduce shadows. Lighter floor coverings, those with a Munsell value of
not less than 7, make lighting the aisles easier.
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Emergency lighting, with a back-up power source, must be continuously available in stacks for
emergency egress. In older buildings, until emergency lighting is installed, mount removable
motion activated flashlights strategically throughout the stack and mark them with luminescent
labels or paint so they are easy to find in an emergency.
6.2.2 Cold Storage Stacks 200-500 lux/19-46 foot candles
Cold storage stacks should use sturdy and well protected thermally-tempered lights. The
recessed or metal caged lights should be fitted with UV filters, occupancy detectors, diffusers
and dimmers.
Refer to section 6.2.1 for additional guidelines for stack lighting.
6.3

MIXED USE SPACES

6.3.1

Processing

200-500 lux/19-46 foot candles

Processing rooms should not have windows, skylights, or clerestories. Existing windows or
other natural light sources should be either completely blocked or covered with blackout blinds,
shades, or screens with both IR and UV filters.
All light frequencies < 400 mn must be filtered so that 95 to 98 % of the UV light is reduced.
Reflective and light colored surfaces will help avoid glare and eye strain. Light at the work
tables must have a higher illumination level of at least 500 lux/46 foot candles and little glare.
While the general lighting level should be between 200 and 500 lux, detailed processing work
with faded or difficult to read materials may require brighter lighting up to 1,500 lux/139 foot
candles. Mobile task lighting will bridge this lighting gap, and may include rolling high
intensity task lights and lighting panels for negatives, slides, or transparencies.
Use low IR (heat) lighting. Heat from the lights can be reduced by increasing the distance of
the collections from the light source and by cooling the room. .
Lighting fixtures may be recessed, surface mounted or hanging. Recessed lighting is preferred
as it poses fewer risks when moving oversized materials. The lights should be low emission,
low heat, with diffuse and color balanced lighting. Lighting should be fitted with sensors,
occupancy detectors, diffusers, and dimmers to help conserve power and limit the heat and light
exposure of the collections. Use appropriate emergency lighting.
6.3.2 Conservation Laboratory – Dry

200-500 lux/19-46 foot candles

Conservation labs should not have windows, skylights, or clerestories so that the lighting
sources can be tightly controlled, consistent and color balanced. Existing windows or other
natural light sources must be UV filtered and have shades or blinds.
All light frequencies < 400 mn must be filtered so that 95 to 98 % of the UV light is reduced.
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Conservation labs should have lighting with a color rendering index of 85 or more, and a
correlated color temperature of 2,900 K to 4,200 K. These labs require moderate levels of
diffuse ambient lighting plus powerful and flexible task lighting such as those provided by
portable balanced arm lamps. Provide both fluorescent and incandescent lamps and filters that
provide lighting levels up to 1,500 lux/139 foot candles. The highest levels of task lighting
should be where examination, treatment, and documentation occur. Luminaires may include a
wide variety of recessed, hanging, task and mobile lighting sources.
Conservation and Research and Testing Labs may use equipment that features specialty gamma,
infrared, laser, UV and X-ray radiation sources that require special shielding or chambers.
Conservation labs should have lighting zones for such activities as examination, special
instrumentation, oversized collections, chemical and biological fume hoods, wet spaces, and
photographic areas. Some of these tasks may require ground fault interrupters and specially
tempered glass luminaires.
6.3.3 Conservation Laboratory – Wet

200-500 lux/19-46 foot candles

Wet labs should use Damp-Labeled (DL) fixtures. If the humidity will be extremely high then
Wet-Labeled (WL) fixtures should be used.
Refer to section 6.3.2 for additional guidelines for conservation lab lighting.
6.3.4

Special Media Laboratory 200-500 lux/19-46 foot candles

Special media labs should not have windows, skylights, or clerestories so that the lighting
sources can be tightly controlled, consistent and color balanced. Existing windows or other
natural light sources must be UV filtered and have shades or blinds.
All light frequencies < 400 mn must be filtered so that 95 to 98 % of the UV light is reduced.
Special media labs should have lighting with a color rendering index of 85 or more, and a
correlated color temperature of 2,900 K to 4,200 K. These labs require moderate levels of
diffuse ambient lighting plus powerful and flexible task lighting such as those provided by
portable balanced arm lamps. Provide both fluorescent and incandescent lamps and filters that
provide lighting levels up to 1,500 lux/139 foot candles. The highest levels of task lighting
should be where examination, treatment, and documentation occur. Luminaires may include a
wide variety of recessed, hanging, task and mobile lighting sources.
These labs should have lighting zones for such activities as examination, oversized collections,
reformatting and photographic areas. Some of these tasks may require ground fault interrupters
and specially tempered glass luminaires.
6.3.5

Reformatting Laboratory

50-1,500 lux/4.64-139.5 foot candles
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Lighting levels can be as low as 50 lux or as high as 1,500 lux depending on the required tasks
and treatments.
Refer to section 6.3.4 for additional guidelines for reformatting lab lighting.
6.3.6 Exhibits

30-200 lux/3-19 foot candles

Exhibit areas should not have windows, skylights, or clerestories. Natural light must never be
used to illuminate exhibits. Existing windows or other natural light sources must be UV filtered
and have shades or blinds.
All light frequencies < 400 mn must be filtered so that 95 to 98 % of the UV light is reduced.
Exhibit lighting levels must balance the preservation needs of the collections with the viewing
needs of the visitors. Most of the exhibition area is lighted in the range of 50-100 lux/5-9 foot
candles. In exhibition lighting, the lower the lighting level and the shorter the duration, the
lower the damage will be to the material. Human eyes can adapt to viewing materials in low
light situations. A minimum of 30 lux/3 foot candles is required for human color perception. A
maximum of 50 lux/5 foot candles protects light sensitive materials.
The lighting system must not heat up the collections:
• A minimum distance of 24 inches is required between the lighting and collections when
fluorescent lights are used.
• A minimum of 36 inches is required between the lighting and collections when
incandescent lights are used.
Exhibit lighting should have a color temperature of 3500 K and white light should be used.
Exhibit lighting should be off when the exhibit is not being viewed either through computerized
lighting or a master switch. Use dimmers and occupancy sensors.
Fiber optic lighting should be used for new exhibit cases and major renovations. If fluorescent
or incandescent lighting is used in exhibit areas, the lights must be kept outside the exhibit case
and must be filtered to <400 mn. If external case lighting is not possible, the lighting should be
in a separate chamber of the case with full venting, heat filters, and a heat dissipating fan.
Historical case lighting tends to be incandescent, which will be phased out of production by
2016. Historical cabinet lighting is compact fluorescent, while under-shelf lighting is tungsten,
halogen, or metal halide. Often this historical lighting is hardwired, small, customizable in
length, and with the electrical elements and heat source located outside the case. If electrical or
heat sources are inside the exhibit case, display only copies of archival collections. Buy new
cases or rewire old cases before exhibiting original materials.
6.4

READING ROOM(S)

200-500 lux/19-46 foot candles
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Reading rooms should not have skylights or light wells to limit possibilities of leakage and to
limit light damage. Windows and other natural light sources must be UV filtered and have
flexible use shades or screens with both IR and UV filters.
All light frequencies < 400 mn must be filtered so that 95 to 98 % of the UV light is reduced.
Reflective and light colored surfaces will help avoid glare and eye strain. Ambient overhead
lights should be diffuse, color balanced, and the relatively low level of 150-300 lux/14-28
footcandles. Supplement ambient lighting with mobile task lighting up to 750 lux/70 foot
candles at reading room tables.
Use low IR (heat) lighting such as fluorescents. As incandescent lighting is being phased out,
use energy efficient low UV fluorescents with low ballast factor ballasts.
Reduce heat from the lights by providing ceiling heights of 10 feet or higher and by cooling the
room. Keep lights off when the room is not in use. Use occupancy sensors and automatic shotoffs.
Use appropriate emergency lighting.
6.4.1

Microfilm Reading Room

50-100 lux/5-9 foot candles

Microfilm reading rooms should not have windows or existing windows should be covered.
Provide point-of-us local task lighting for machine users.
Refer to section 6.4 for additional guidelines for reading room lighting.
6.4.2

Audio Visual Reading Room

200-500 lux/19-46 foot candles

Preferred lighting level is 200-300 lux/19-28 foot candles. Use lighting zones for different types
of research, including light tables, TV monitors, computer monitors, and desktop research.
Refer to section 6.4 for additional guidelines for reading room lighting.
6.4.3

Records Holding Room

200-500 lux/19-46 foot candles

Records holding rooms should not have windows, skylights, or clerestories. Existing windows
or other natural light sources should be either completely blocked or covered with blackout
blinds, shades, or screens with both IR and UV filters.
All light frequencies < 400 mn must be filtered so that 95 to 98 % of the UV light is reduced.
Use low IR (heat) lighting. Heat from the lights can be reduced by increasing the distance of
the collections from the light source and by cooling the room.
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Lighting fixtures may be recessed, surface mounted or hanging. Recessed lighting is preferred
as it poses fewer risks when moving oversized materials. The lights should be low emission,
low heat, with diffuse and color balanced lighting. Lighting should be fitted with sensors,
occupancy detectors, diffusers, and dimmers to help conserve power and limit the heat and light
exposure of the collections. Use appropriate emergency lighting.
Refer to section 6.3.1 for additional lighting guidelines.
6.4.4

Researcher Registration/Orientation/Consulting 200-500 lux/19-46 foot candles

Spaces where computer monitors or microfilm readers/printers are used may require more
diffuse and lower lighting, such as 50-100 lux/5-19 foot candles.
Use down lighting or side lighting to illuminate pamphlet or handout racks.
If camera set-ups are required for badge photography, use lighting zones set up with dimmers
and flash capabilities.
6.4.5

Finding Aids Room 200-500 lux/19-46 foot candles

Spaces where computer monitors or microfilm readers/printers are used may require more
diffuse and lower lighting, such as 50-100 lux/5-19 foot candles.

6.5

PUBLIC SPACES

6.5.1

Lobby

300-500 lux/28-46 foot candles

Lobbies are generally bright spaces of at least 300 lux; this helps the eyes adjust from the bright
outside light. Often windows make up 5 to 10 percent of the floor area of the lobby. Lobby
lighting also may include more dramatic accent lighting such as light wells, skylights, and wall
washers. None of these features should be located directly above stacks.
6.5.2

Lockers/Locker Room

300-500 lux/28-46 foot candles

The Illuminating Engineering Society of North America (IESNA) cites 300 lux/28 foot candles
as the standard lighting level for locker rooms.
Lighting should be controlled by occupancy sensors, preferably ultrasonic sensors, and
automatic shut offs. However, at least 20 % of the lights should be zoned separately and be left
on during building access hours. May consider light diffusers and/or bouncing light off of the
ceiling.
Use DL or WL fixtures if sinks and showers are located in the locker room.
6.5.3

Auditorium/Training/Classroom(s)

200-500 lux/19-46 foot candles
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If the space has windows, they should be fully filtered and have shades, blinds or curtains to
limit outside lights during audio-visual presentations.
Provide lighting controls. Light sensors and dimmers are required to bring down lighting levels
to 50 lux/5 foot candles for audio-visual presentations. Consider DALI lighting, which uses
programmable software and wall controls.
Projection rooms should have manual and programmable lighting controls.
Avoid using any lighting systems that produce noise or heat.
6.5.4 Meeting Rooms

200-750 lux/19-70 foot candles

IESNA cites 300 lux/28 foot candles as the standard lighting level for meeting rooms.
Provide higher levels of illumination of 750 lux/70 foot candles at the desk top level. Use light
colored paint and light colored surfaces to reduce eye strain.
Should have occupancy sensors and automatic shut offs. May consider light diffusers and/or
bouncing light off of the ceiling. Provide lighting level controls.
6.5.5

Food Service Area

75-750 lux/7-70 foot candles

Kitchens should have 750 lux/70 foot candles.
Dining areas should have a minimum of 75 lux/7 foot candles. Daylighting is often used as a
partial lighting source and there is evidence that it enhances the mood of diners.
Combined spaces should have 200 lux/19 foot candles.
6.5.6

Gift Shop

750 lux/70 foot candles

IESNA cites 750 lux as the standard for gift shops.

6.6

STAFF SPACES

6.6.1

Offices

300-750 lux/28-46 foot candles

IESNA cites 750 lux/46 foot candles for offices where reading and writing occur. Generally
windows are 5 to 10 % of the floor area for ambient lighting.
6.6.2 Lunchroom 75-750 lux/7-70 foot candles
See section 6.5.5.
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6.6.3

Lockers/Locker Room

300-500 lux/28-46 foot candles

See section 6.5.2.
6.7

NON-PUBLIC SPACES

6.7.1 Loading Dock(s)

150-400 lux/14-37 foot candles

IESNA recommends 300 lux/28 foot candles to aid loading and unloading vehicles. Perimeter
areas near the loading dock can have lower lighting levels at 150-200 lux/14-19 foot candles.
6.7.2

Supply Storage/Warehouse 150-500 lux/14-46 foot candles

IESNA cites that warehouse lighting depends on the activity levels.
• Low activity: 75 lux/7 foot candles
• Medium activity: 150 lux/14 foot candles
• High activity: 300 lux/28 foot candles
6.7.3

Computer Room

200-500 lux/19-46 foot candles

Computer rooms should not have skylights or light wells to limit possibilities of leakage and to
limit light damage.
6.7.4

Security

200-500 lux/19-46 foot candles

If camera set-ups are required for badge photography, use lighting zones set up with dimmers
and flash capabilities.
6.8

GENERAL SPACES

6.8.1 Restrooms

300 lux/28 foot candles

IESNA cites 300 lux/28 foot candles for restrooms. Strong lighting in restrooms provides
assistance in grooming and a sense of security.
Sinks and mirrors should be lit from above and from the side. Restrooms also benefit from light
colored finishes, high color rendering (CRI 80+), and the introduction of daylight through
filtered translucent glass blocks or other obscured glass.
Restrooms should have DL fixtures. If the humidity will be extremely high, then WL fixtures
should be used.
Lighting should be controlled by occupancy sensors, preferably ultrasonic sensors, and
automatic shut offs. However, at least 20 % of the lights should be zoned separately and be left
on during building access hours.
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6.8.2 Corridors

150-300 lux/14-28 foot candles

IESNA cites 150 lux/14 foot candles for corridors.
Corridors may feature wall washing lights, indirect lighting such as 1,200 mm long T-8
fluorescents, or compact fluorescent lights. These lights do not require special filtration unless
the space includes exhibitions.
Corridors are excellent places for light wells, spotlights to highlight wall art, and other design
lighting as long as they are not directly over stacks, processing or reading rooms.
6.8.3

Stairs/Elevators

150-300 lux/14-28 foot candles

IESNA cites 150 lux/14 foot candles for elevators. Elevators may feature wall washing lights,
indirect lighting, such as 1,200 mm long T-8 fluorescents, or compact fluorescent lights.
6.8.4

Exterior

5-200 lux/1-19 foot candles

Exterior lighting should appropriately illuminate the building entrances, loading docks, parking
spaces, pathways, sidewalks and perimeters. IESNA cites 15 lux/1 foot candle for street
lighting.
•
•
•

Entrances: Light building entrances for humans and cars at the 150-200 lux/14-19 foot
candle level.
Pathways: 50-100 lux/5-9 foot candles.
Perimeter lighting: should be overlapping, continuous, even (without hot or cold spots),
and available on both sides of the perimeter barriers. Tempered lighting fixtures
protected by wire cages or other covers may be necessary
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Section 7
Materials and Finishes
7.1

RATIONALE

Archival materials are fragile and are subject to chemical, biological, and physical damage.
Deterioration of collections is hastened when the records are stored and used in unsuitable
environments. In addition to proper climate and filtration conditions, archival collections require
storage environments that are constructed with materials and finishes that minimize the offgassing of volatile organic compounds (VOC) and other chemicals that can contaminate the air
and degrade the records. Materials that contain biological contaminants or might invite mold are
also to be avoided in records storage environments. All materials and finishes used in archival
facilities must meet the requirements of the building life safety and fire codes. Furthermore,
because archival facilities are usually constructed to last decades, if not centuries, the materials
and finishes selected should be of the highest quality, be extremely durable and attractive.
Avoiding materials that cause significant off-gassing should be a major consideration when
carrying out building planning, especially for stacks. Off-gassing of harmful substances should
be minimized in the areas where records are used, including processing areas, exhibit areas,
laboratories, and reading rooms. In reality, most adhesives and coatings do not dry, or cure,
instantaneously; moreover, nearly all give off some gas or vapor while curing. The goal for
selecting materials and finishes for archival facilities is to avoid those that are unstable or slow
curing. As much as possible, paints, sealants, caulks, wood products, foams, and other materials
selected for archival facilities should have low or no VOC emissions.
7.1.1 Prohibited Materials
Certain materials must be prohibited from archival stacks and exhibit cases where original
documents are displayed. Prohibited materials should be avoided in processing rooms, records
holding areas, laboratories, and exhibit galleries. Materials and finishes deemed “prohibited”
have been identified by conservators, chemists and archivists as such because of their deleterious
properties that are known to rapidly degrade records. Prohibited materials include:
• asbestos
• cellulose nitrate
• lacquers and adhesives
• acid-curing silicone sealants and adhesives
• sulfur containing materials
• pressure sensitive adhesives
• formaldehyde
• unstable chlorine polymers (PVC’s).
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Appendix I is a list of prohibited materials for archival facilities. It should be noted that some
materials listed as prohibited are currently unavoidable in some building materials but every
attempt should be made to substitute safer materials as they become available. For example,
electrical cables contain PVC, a prohibited material on the list.
`
7.1.2 Selection and Testing
Within the last twenty years, a good deal of information has been developed about the use of
materials and finishes in archival facilities. Archives, museums, conservation laboratories, and
related industries shared information about dangerous or questionable building materials through
technical publications and their websites. These resources are cited in the Bibliography. In
addition, the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) outlines test methods for
certain products in the specifications for their archival facilities. For example, NARA has
standard test methods for painted or powder coated finished metal surfaces. A list of the products
that have been tested by NARA’s Research and Testing Lab, such as tapes, inks, and boxes is
published on its website, www.archives.gov.
Unfortunately, it is not possible to identify all of the materials and products that should be
avoided or used in archival facilities and even tested materials change formulas and ingredients
and must be repeatedly checked and monitored. Continual evaluation and testing is needed as
new and reformulated products are proposed for the archival facilities. Institutions that are
considering using new or untested products in areas where records are stored, exhibited or used
should review the Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) for these products. One place to start is
checking the items against those substances listed on the Prohibited Material list in Appendix I
or discussed in these guidelines. Further consultation with certified laboratories, conservators,
chemists, and experts in this field should be considered, especially for new products to be used in
stacks.

7.2

EXTERNAL BUILDING MATERIALS

The external building materials for an archives facility should ensure the permanence of the
records and meet the storage and public demands of the building. Materials must be durable,
provide appropriate protection from heat, cold, humidity and moisture, be easy to maintain and
keep clean, and meet the facility’s program requirements. Whenever possible, the external
building materials should be limited to those known to be stable and inert, and that will minimize
the emission of harmful substances such as smoke and soot in the event of a fire. Particular
attention should be paid to insulation, adhesives, epoxy materials and caulks. All exposed
concrete slabs, including spaces beneath raised floor systems, should be sealed or coated to
prevent dust and moisture migration. Refer to section 2 for building construction guidelines.
7.2.1 Building Acclimatization
In newly constructed or renovated facilities, time should be allotted for the building materials to
dry, or cure before staff or collections move into the building. This allows the internal
environments to stabilize before any archival records move into the building. A minimum of four
weeks is recommended to acclimatize an area within the building, although a longer time period
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is better for the stacks. All building air handlers should be in continuous exhaust mode during the
acclimatization period to reduce the level of pollutants. Air filters should be changed before
archival material is moved into the building.
7.3

STACKS

The stacks should maintain the highest level of cleanliness and environmental controls in the
archival facility. Records will spend more than 90% of their time in the stacks and high quality
storage is the best investment that archives can make. Materials and finishes that must be
prohibited in stacks are listed in Appendix 1. Refer to section 3 for acceptable levels of pertinent
gases and particulates.
Stacks must be limited to the storage of the archival collections. Consequently, they should
incorporate only the materials necessary to house and store the collections. Materials typically
used in stacks include shelving; cabinets; boxes or containers housing the collections; and
mechanical lifts, book trucks and carts used to move and transport records. Staff workstations,
copiers, and other equipment must never be located in stacks.
7.3.1 Floors
The floors of the stacks need to be extremely durable, level, free from dust, and have a smooth
finish allowing book trucks and carts to be easily maneuvered by staff.
Floor Material Recommended Not Recommended
Concrete
Wood
Bamboo
Carpet
Tile
Cork Products

X
X
X
X
X
X

Recommended:
a. Concrete
Sealed and epoxy covered concrete is the recommended flooring for stacks. Concrete is an
economical and durable floor solution that if properly sealed meets the criteria for a safe and
inert material. The concrete floors should first be sealed with a low volatile organic compound
acrylic membrane curing compound. The sealer is then topped with an application of a floor
epoxy. The epoxy coating should meet the guidelines established for paint and finishes with
respect to off-gassing of VOC’s and other gasses. Bare concrete floors should be avoided
because they will introduce fine particulate, alkaline dust into the stack environment. Current
guidelines specify that the VOC off-gassing of any epoxy and floor coatings be limited by
restricting the use of toluene and xylene in the floor coating mix to less than 0.1 parts per
million.
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The following products must not be used in concrete floor coatings:
• Biocide
• Formaldehyde
• Acetic acid
• Amine based products
Not Recommended:
b. Wood
Wood floors not recommended for stacks. Wood floors are rarely strong enough to support
archival collections and are combustible. In addition, wood floats in water and not hold if water
damaged. Wood is food to some insects and animals and will attract common pests as termites
and vermin.
All woods, even old and well seasoned woods, generate volatile acids. Oak, frequently found
in older buildings, is the most acidic wood and potentially the most dangerous – the main VOC
released is acetic acid. Cedar is also highly acidic. The acids in raw woods will cause staining to
collections and containers. Plywood and other wood composites are even more problematic than
solid wood because they may be fabricated with adhesives or resins containing formaldehyde,
which oxidizes to formic acid, and outgas unacceptable amounts of other pollutants. If plywood
is used in stacks, exterior grade plywood bonded with exterior glue is recommended with
additional seals applied to the wood.
Additional measures should be taken to limit the acidic off-gassing if wood products are
present. However, no coating or sealant can completely block the emission of VOC’s for
prolonged periods of time. Choose a sealant that does not give off problematic volatiles of its
own. In general, avoid oil-based products. Coatings generally considered safe are moisture-borne
polyurethanes and two-part epoxy sealants. Not all polyurethanes are safe, however, and new
products should be tested. Paints can also be used to seal wood. Oil-based paints and stains
should be avoided. Two-part epoxy paints create a good barrier while latex and acrylic are a less
effective barrier to off-gassing.
Any sealant or finish applied to wood floors should attempt to limit the off-gassing of
formaldehyde to no more than 4.0 parts per billion (ppb) or 5.0 micro grams per cubic meter
(ug/m3) and limit the total volatile organic compounds off-gassed to not exceed 100 micro grams
per square meter (ug/m2). See Table 3-2 for out-gassing limits for gaseous contaminates.
c. Bamboo
Bamboo flooring generates volatile acids and is not recommended for stacks. Almost all
bamboo floors have formaldehyde binders. In addition, bamboo is combustible. It is a soft
flooring and rarely strong enough to support archival collections.
d. Carpet
Carpets off-gas harmful solvents and are combustible and should not be used in stacks.
They trap dust and are more difficult to keep clean in a stack environment than bare floors. They
can also trap moisture and present mold problems. In addition, it is difficult to maneuver lifts
and book trucks on a carpeted surface.
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e. Tile
Ceramic and stone tiles must be adhered to the floor with grouts and adhesives that may off
gas harmful solvents and should not be used in stacks. In addition, they do not stand up well to
heavy lift and book truck traffic. Vinyl is prohibited and the glues used in vinyl tiles have
traditionally been very detrimental to records. If used, select those where the off-gassing of
formaldehyde is no more than 4.0 parts per billion (ppb) or 5.0 micro grams per cubic meter
(ug/m3) and where the total volatile organic compounds off-gassed from the tiles and adhesives
does not exceed 100 micro grams per square meter (ug/m2). See Table 3-2.
f. Cork and other cork-based products like Marmoleum
While natural cork does not off-gas VOC’s, the use of cork flooring products are not
recommended for stacks. Cork flooring is often adhered with adhesives and comes with
problematic protective coatings. Some products are composites and are combined with PVC
backing. Cork flooring can chip, flake, and leave dust. If used, select adhesives where the offgassing of formaldehyde is no more than 4.0 parts per billion (ppb) or 5.0 micro grams per cubic
meter (ug/m3) and where the total volatile organic compounds off-gassed from the tiles and
adhesives does not exceed 100 micro grams per square meter (ug/m2). See Table 3-2.
7.3.2 Walls, Ceilings and Exposed Pipes
Recommended:
a. Latex based paints
Latex based paints are recommended for the walls, ceilings and exposed pipes in stacks.
If concrete block walls are used in the stacks, they should be primed and painted with latex based
paint to prevent dust. Ceiling pipes and metal wall panels should be coated with an acrylic
primer (water reducible) and covered with latex paint.
Not Recommended:
b. Oil-based or alkyd paints
The use of oil-based and alkyd paints has been proven to be harmful to all media types of
archival records and must not be used in stacks.
c. Drop or Suspended ceilings
Drop or suspended ceilings in stacks should be avoided in stacks for reasons of fire safety,
dust control, and undetected water leaks and infestation. Drop ceilings inhibit airflow between
heated space and the ceiling risking frozen pipes. Drop ceiling are often manufactured of
materials that are not safe for archival records. If their use is unavoidable, they should be
constructed of materials where the off-gassing of formaldehyde is no more than 4.0 parts per
billion (ppb) or 5.0 micro grams per cubic meter (ug/m3) and where the total volatile organic
compounds off-gassed from the tiles and adhesives does not exceed 100 micro grams per square
meter (ug/m2). See Table 3-4.
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In addition, routine inspections should be scheduled as part of housekeeping plan. Installing
sticky trays, water alarms and/or Preservation Environmental Monitors (PEM) are recommended
as further precautions if these ceilings are used in stacks.
7.3.3 Insulation
Recommended:
a. There are a variety of insulation materials available and the choices keep changing. Before
selecting insulation, review the Material Safety Data Sheets and eliminate those insulations with
formaldehyde or other chemicals that are known to be risky to archival records.
Not Recommended:
b. Formaldehyde-based insulation
c. Fiberglass insulation
d. Foam-in-place insulation
e. Asbestos
7.3.4

Caulks

Caulks are generally used throughout buildings to seal surfaces. There is both a large variety of
caulks in use and there is a large diversity of cure products associated with caulks. The best
choice is a caulk with no curing byproducts, but these are rare. When selecting caulks for the
stacks, care should be taken to select a caulk that will do the least damage to the records. When
possible, avoid caulks that release gases that appear on the prohibited list of materials. If
possible, have the caulks applied offsite, prior to installation in the stacks, which will allow
harmful solvents to off-gas before exposure to the records. In addition, use the mitigation
strategies suggested in section 7.8.
7.3.5 Shelving, Cabinet Materials and Storage Furnishings Used in Stacks

Material

Steel
Chrome Plated Steel
Anodized Aluminum
Wood
Carpet
Fabrics

Recommended Recommended
Not Recommended
With Reservations
X
X
X
X
X
X
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Recommended:
a. Steel
Steel shelving is the most common shelving and cabinet material used in archival
facilities. It is inert and it is not combustible. In the past, baked enamel shelving was commonly
used. However, baked enamel off-gasses harmful VOC’s. Steel shelving and cabinets in records
storage areas should use a powder coated finish as described in section 7.3.6.
b. Chrome plated steel shelving
Open chrome plated stainless steel wire racks are recommended for boxed material
housed in cold storage areas, usually those with temperatures under 50 degrees. The chrome
shelving provides good air circulation and prevents condensation from settling on the containers.
The material housed on this kind of shelving must be stored in containers.
Recommended with Reservations:
c. Anodized aluminum
Uncoated anodized aluminum is extremely strong yet light in weight. The metal is
believed to be non-reactive and without a coating so there are no off-gassing problems. However,
aluminum is chemically reactive to acids and some metals such as copper. It may develop rust if
there is condensation in the stacks. Aluminum shelves are often pierced which provide little
protection from leaks but do provide air flow if needed. It is currently one of the more expensive
products on the market for shelving use.
Not Recommended:
d. Wood
Solid wood and composite wood products are not recommended for use in stacks. Wood
generates VOC’s and is combustible. If presented with wood shelving in records storage areas,
the wood should be treated with the appropriate sealant, avoiding all oil based products as
outlined in section 7.4.3. The shelves should be lined with museum board, polyester film, glass,
Plexiglas, or an inert metallic laminate material to prevent collections materials from coming into
direct contact with the wood surface. If records must be stored in closed wooden cabinets, the
cabinets should be aired out several times a year to minimize the buildup of damaging fumes.
Refer to section 8 for further details on shelving and storage equipment.
e. Carpet and Fabrics
Carpet and fabrics are not recommended for stacks. Decorative shelving end panels made
of carpet, fabric or laminates should be avoided. All shelving end panels should be made of the
same metal and with the same finish as the shelving.
Other materials
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Some of the materials used by shelving and cabinet manufacturers may not be suitable for
use in stacks. Care must be taken in selecting the plastics, rubbers, caulks, lubricants, adhesives
and other components of the shelving and cabinets.
•

Bumpers: Recommended: an acceptable neoprene material.

•

Gaskets: Recommended: Acrylic or Teflon. Not Recommended: Rubber.

•

Sign holders: Recommended: Uncoated aluminum or metal that is painted with
acceptable epoxy hybrid paint (see 7.3.6). Not Recommended: Plastic.

•

High density mobile storage system: Not Recommended: Petroleum, lubricants and
silicones unless sealed within the equipment.

•

Map Case drawer cover: Recommended: Polyester. Not Recommended: Vinyl

•

Map Case ball bearings: Recommended: Stainless steel. Not Recommended: Plastic.

7.3.6 Shelving, Cabinet, and Cart Finishes
Most metal storage furniture has a coated surface. The finish should be smooth, non-abrasive,
free of irregularities and resistant to chipping. Exposed steel is susceptible to rust and will stain
collections.
Recommended:
a. Electrostatically applied powder coating
The most recent tests show that electrostatically applied powder coating systems
eliminate the greatest potential hazards to archival records. Such processes use a dry system that
does not require organic solvents or drying oils for processing the finish. The powder-coating
polymer should be a polyester epoxy hybrid or the best equivalent available that does not exceed
the out-gassing limits specified in Table 3-2.
Not Recommended:
b. Baked enamel finish
Baked enamel off-gasses harmful solvents to archival records.

7.3.7 Lighting Fixtures
Recommended:
a. Bare Aluminum
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b. Bare Stainless Steel
c. Metal coated with an electrostatically applied powder coating like that used on the shelving.
Refer to section 7.3.6.

7.3.8 Fire Extinguishers
Recommended: Stainless steel
Not recommended: Enamel painted extinguishers (usually red or white in color)

7.4
PROCESSING AREAS, EXHIBIT GALLERIES, HOLDING AREAS, AND
OTHER AREAS WHERE ARCHIVAL COLLECTIONS ARE TEMORARILY STORED,
PROCESSED OR DISPLAYED
Processing areas, exhibit galleries, and records holding areas will be occupied by staff and
temporarily by archival collections. Floor materials and finishes should be durable, attractive,
and easy to clean and maintain. As much as possible, care should be taken to develop an
environment that is identical to the stacks. The prohibited materials and finishes list in Appendix
1 should be avoided in areas where records are used, exhibited and processed.
Floor Material Recommended Acceptable Not Recommended
Concrete
Carpet
Wood
Bamboo
Tile
Cork Products

X
X
X
X
X
X

7.4.1 Floors
Records will be transported to these areas by some type of wheeled book truck or cart and the
floor material selected must be flat and level enough for the carts for a smooth ride. Floors need
to be durable, level, easy to clean and dust free.
Recommended:
a. Concrete
Sealed and epoxy covered concrete as described for use in stacks in section 7.3.1 is the
recommended flooring for records use areas because of its fire resistant and inert qualities.
However, because these areas are populated by working staff, warmer and more sound absorbent
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floor coverings are often specified for these spaces. In older buildings the structure may dictate
the kind of floor covering that must be used in these spaces.
Acceptable:
b. Carpet
Low pile carpet or carpet tiles are acceptable for use in processing rooms or exhibit
galleries. Low or no VOC products that meet the Carpet and Rug Institute’s Indoor Air Quality
Standards (Green Label Program) should be specified. The carpet adhesive should be non-wet
adhesive, micro-encapsulated tackifier impregnated into cushion backing solvent free adhesive
(as recommended by manufacturer) for interior installation of vinyl backed carpet. Acrylic based
adhesive must be non-flammable, water based, and alkali resistant, mildew-resistant, freeze-thaw
stable. Adhesive should release from substrate without leaving residue.
Not Recommended:
c. Wood
Solid wood and composite wood floors are not recommended for use in processing areas,
exhibit galleries, and holding areas. Follow the guidelines in section7.3.1.
d. Bamboo
Bamboo floors are not recommended for use in processing areas, exhibit galleries, and
holding areas. Follow the guidelines in section 7.3.1.
e. Tile
Although not recommended for processing or exhibit areas, if tile is used the off-gassing of
formaldehyde should be no more than 4 pbb or 5 ug/m3. Select tiles where the total volatile
organic compounds off-gassed from the tiles and adhesives does not exceed 100 ug/m2. See
Table 3-2.
f. Cork and other cork-based products like Marmoleum
While natural cork does not off-gas VOC’s, the use of cork flooring products are not
recommended for use in processing areas, exhibit galleries and hold areas. Refer to section
7.3.1.

7.4.2 Walls, Ceilings and Exposed Pipes
Recommended: Latex based paints
Not Recommended: Oil-based or alkyd paints
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7.4.3 Furniture
Material

Metal
Anodized Aluminum
Acrylic
Glass
Solid Wood
Composite Wood

Recommended Recommended
Not Recommended
with Reservations
X
X
X
X
X
X

Recommended:
a. Metal
Metal shelving and furniture, finished with an electrostatically applied powder coating is
recommended for use in processing and record holding areas. Galvanized aluminum and
stainless steel also are appropriate materials for furniture in the processing area.
Recommended with Reservations:
b. Anodized aluminum
Uncoated anodized aluminum is extremely strong yet light in weight. The metal is
believed to be non-reactive and without a coating so there are no off-gassing problems. However,
aluminum is chemically reactive to acids and some metals such as copper. It may develop rust if
there is condensation. It is currently one of the more expensive products on the market for
shelving use.
c. Acrylic
In many cases this may not be a practical choice because it is not particularly strong and
it is susceptible to scratches.
d. Glass
Chipped glass on a table could damage records.
Not Recommended:
e. Solid Wood
Solid wood furniture is not recommended for use in processing rooms, exhibit galleries and
hold areas for the same reasons discussed in stacks. All woods, even old and well seasoned
woods generate volatile acids and are combustible. Additional measures should be taken to limit
the out-gassing if wood products are present. However, no coating or sealant can completely
block the emission of VOC’s for prolonged periods of time. Choose a sealant that does not give
off problematic volatiles of its own. In general, avoid oil-based products. Coatings generally
considered safe are moisture-borne polyurethanes and two-part epoxy sealants. Not all
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polyurethanes are safe, however, and new products should be tested. Paints can also be used to
seal wood. Oil-based paints and stains should be avoided. Two-part epoxy paints create a good
barrier while latex and acrylic barriers for a less effective barrier. Select sealants that limit the
off-gassing of formaldehyde to no more than 4 ppb or 5ug/sq.m3. Select those where the total
volatile organic compounds off-gassed does not exceed 100 ug/sq m2. See Table 3-2.
f. Composite Wood
Plywood and other wood composites used to make furniture are even more problematic
than solid wood. In addition to the organic acids from the wood, the adhesives or resins can emit
dangerous levels of formaldehyde, which oxidizes to formic acid. There is little control over the
type of wood used in commercial plywood products.
If plywood is used in a processing room, gallery or holding area, acceptable products are:
• exterior grade plywood bonded with exterior glue
• overlaid plywood such as plywood with phenol formaldehyde impregnated paper
overlays
• plastic-laminated panels, such as plywood with phenoic laminates (ex. Formica©).
Wood panel products to be avoided include:
• interior plywood
• interior particleboard
• wafer board
• chipboard
• untempered hardboard
• oil tempered hardboard
• fiberboard
The safer adhesives for use in wood panel products include:
• phenol formaldehyde
• polyurea
• epoxy.
Avoid the following adhesives:
• urea formaldehyde
• polyformaldehyde
• drying oil
• rubber contact cement.
g. Wood Shelving
If presented with wood shelving in processing areas, the wood should be treated with the
appropriate sealant. In addition, the shelves can lined with museum board, polyester film, glass,
Plexiglas, or an inert metallic laminate material to prevent collection materials from coming into
direct contact with the wood. If collections must be stored in closed wooden cabinets, drill holes
to provide air circulation and air out the cabinets several times a year to minimize buildup of
damaging fumes.
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7.4.4

Fabrics

Fabrics used in processing rooms, exhibit galleries and other like areas should be chemically
stable. Refer to section 7.5.1 for specific fabrics to avoid in areas where archival collections are
used or stored.

7.5

EXHIBIT CASES

Exhibit cases can be built in or stand alone units in an archival facility. Exhibit cases, especially
those that display archival records, should be specified as carefully as the stacks materials
described in section 7.3. Materials and finishes that should never be used in exhibit cases are
listed in Appendix 1. Exhibit cases displaying original documents should be aerated for a
minimum of four weeks prior to the installation of the archival records.
Recommended:
a. Stainless panels
b. Aluminum metal panels
c. Acid-free paper honeycomb panels
d. High-density polyethylene
e. Aluminum/polyethylene laminates
f. Glass
g. Polyester sheets
h. Polypropylene sheets
Not Recommended:
i. Wood
The use of wood or wood products should be avoided in the construction of exhibit cases.
If wood must be used, choose a type that is low in harmful emissions and seal the wood with the
appropriate sealants as discussed in section 7.4.3. If wood is used when displaying documents,
the wood should be isolated from the collection materials using a vapor barrier such as aluminum
foil, a safe paint or varnish, or other appropriate barrier material.

7.5.1 Fabric
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Select fabric linings for exhibit cases with care. All fabrics should be washed to remove
any sizing. Fabrics should be tested for water and light fastness.
Fabric
Undyed cotton
Linen
Polyester
Cotton-polyester
Wool
Silk
Fire retardant treatments
Permanent press finishes
Treated fabrics

Recommended Not Recommended
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

Recommended:
a. Undyed cotton
b Linen
c. Polyester
d. Cotton-polyester
Not Recommended:
a. Wool - emits sulphur compounds and tarnishes silver.
b. Silk - acidic and may have pesticides.
c. Fire retardant treatments - may contain disodium phosphate.
d. Permanent press and shrink proof fabrics - may contain urea formaldehyde
e. Fabrics treated against mildew and moths - may emit formic acid and/or acetic acid.

7.5.2 Seal
Recommended: Silicone sealant is recommended for sealing exhibit cases. Conditioned silica
gel can be used to stabilize the relative humidity in cases. Indicating gel is especially useful for
showing when the gel has reached the saturation point.
7.5.3 Gaskets
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Recommended:
a. Acrylic
b. Teflon
c. Silicone
d. Neoprene
Not Recommended:
e. Rubber
7.5.4 Felt
Recommended: Synthetic felt for construction and mounting
Not Recommended: Wool Felt
7.5.5 Foam
Recommended: Polyethylene cross-linked with radiation or foamed with inert gas or another
approved inert foam.
7.5.6 Adhesives
Recommended: Acrylics or hot-melt glues
Not Recommended: Protein glues or cellulose nitrate

7.6

LABORATORIES

Laboratories will be occupied by staff and temporarily by archival collections. Floor materials
and finishes should be durable, attractive, and easy to clean and maintain. As much as possible,
care should be taken to develop an environment that is identical to the stacks. The prohibited
materials and finishes listed in Appendix 1 should be avoided in areas where records are used
and treated.
7.6.1

Floors

Recommended:
a. Concrete
Sealed and epoxy covered concrete as described for use in stacks in section 7.3.1 is also
desirable flooring for laboratories for its safe, inert and durable qualities. However, there may be
instances that certain laboratory equipment requires a different kind of flooring. Also, in older
buildings the structure may dictate that some other kind of floor covering be used in these
spaces.

82

b. Tiles
Ceramic tiles are often used in wet areas of laboratories. Care should be taken in
specifying the adhesive and grout used for ceramic tiles in labs. Select those where the total
volatile organic compounds off-gassed from the tiles and adhesives does not exceed 100 ug/m2.
Not Recommended:
c. Carpet: See section 7.3.1.
d. Wood: See section 7.3.1.

7.6.2 Walls, Ceilings and Exposed Pipes
Recommended:
a. Latex based paints
Latex based paints are recommended for the walls, ceilings and exposed pipes in
laboratories. If concrete block walls are used in the laboratories, they should be primed and
painted with latex based paint to prevent dust. Ceiling pipes should be coated with an acrylic
primer (water reducible) and covered with latex paint.
b. Ceramic tile
Ceramic tile walls should use an adhesive and grout that emits low VOC’s as noted in
section 7.6.1.
Not Recommended:
c. Oil-based or alkyd paints: See section 7.3.2.
7.6.3 Furniture
Recommended:
a. Steel
Stainless steel or metal furniture and shelving, finished with an electrostatically applied
powder coating, is recommended for use in laboratories.
b. Anodized aluminum
Uncoated anodized aluminum is extremely strong yet light in weight. The metal is believed to be
non-reactive and without a coating so there are no off-gassing problems
Not Recommended:
c. Wood
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Solid wood and composite wood products are not recommended for use in laboratories
for the same reasons discussed for stacks. Follow the guidelines outlined in section 7.3.1.
d. Fabrics
Upholstered chairs and use of fabrics should be avoided in laboratories for the same
reasons discussed for stacks and exhibits. Follow the guidelines outlined in sections 7.3.5 and
7.5.1.
7.6.4 Countertops
There are a number of options for laboratory countertops depending on the type of work being
done. Generally, laboratory countertops should be made of a material that is nonporous and heat
and scratch resistant. The countertops should be sealed on all sides, including the bottom, and
contain no adhesive residues. The countertops should have rounded corners and there should not
be any protrusions.
Recommended:
a. Epoxy Resin
The most commonly used countertop is epoxy resin, which usually comes in black, but
can also be obtained in gray and white.
b. Solid Surfaces
Solid surfaces such as Dupont's Corian© countertops are appropriate for applications
such as conservation work; it is offered in a number of colors.
c. Stainless steel
Stainless steel is a more expensive option, but is very useful for certain applications in lab
work. The edges should be rolled.
Acceptable:
d. Plastic-laminated panels, such as plywood with phenoic laminates (ex. Formica©).
Not Acceptable:
e. Natural stones, such as granite and marble.
The natural stones and marbles are porous so must be sealed. In addition, they are cold to
the touch and are susceptible to chipping and dust.

7.7

READING ROOM(S)

Reading rooms will be occupied by staff and visitors while they temporarily review archival
collections. Floor materials and finishes should be durable, attractive, and easy to clean. As much
as possible, care should be taken to develop an environment that is similar to the stacks,
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understanding that the area also needs warmth, inviting décor, and sound absorption. The
prohibited materials and finishes listed in Appendix 1 should be avoided in areas where records
are temporarily reviewed. However, in general, because the collection materials are out for short
periods of time, the guidelines for reading rooms are not as stringent as other areas of the
archival facility.
7.7.1

Floors

Acceptable:
a. Carpet
Low pile carpet or carpet tiles are recommended if carpet is used in reading rooms. Book
trucks and carts should be able to easily travel across the floor. Low or no VOC products that
meet the Carpet and Rug Institute’s Indoor Air Quality Standards (Green Label Program) should
be specified. The carpet adhesive should be non-wet adhesive, micro-encapsulated tackifier
impregnated into cushion backing solvent free adhesive (as recommended by manufacturer) for
interior installation of vinyl backed carpet. Acrylic based adhesive must be non-flammable,
water based, and alkali resistant, mildew-resistant, freeze-thaw stable. Adhesive should release
from substrate without leaving residue.
b. Wood
Wood floors should be limited to the fullest possible extent in reading rooms to prevent
damage to the holdings. Any sealant or finish applied to wood flooring should attempt to limit
the off-gassing of formaldehyde to no more than 48.8 parts per billion (ppb) or 61.0 micro grams
per cubic meter (ug/m3) and limit the total volatile organic compounds off-gassed to not exceed
500 micro grams per square meter (ug/m2).
7.7.2

Walls and Ceilings

Recommended: Latex based paints
Not Recommended: Oil-based or alkyd paints
7.7.3

Furniture

Solid wood and composite wood products are not recommended for use in reading rooms for
the same reasons as noted for stacks. In general, when possible, follow the guidelines outlined in
7.3.1. However, wood is often used for furniture because it is readily available, easy to work
with and attractive. If the budget allows, select wood that is comparatively low in harmful
emissions. Certain softwoods, such as poplar and basswood, are recommended. Only one
hardwood is low in volatiles and that is African mahogany. Oak is the most acidic wood and
potentially the most dangerous. (The Canadian Conservation Institute has a chart that lists the
acidity of different wood species.) Additional measures should be taken to limit the off-gassing
and acidity if wood products are present. Choose a sealant that does not give off problematic
volatiles of its own. In general, avoid oil-based products, including sealants, paints and stains.
Coatings generally considered safe are moisture-borne polyurethanes and two-part epoxy
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sealants. Not all polyurethanes are safe, however, and new products should be tested for
chemical stability. Select those that the off-gassing of formaldehyde is no more than 48.8 ppb or
61ug/sq.m3. Select those where the total volatile organic compounds off-gassed from the tiles
and adhesives does not exceed 500 ug/sq m2.
Plywood and other wood composites are even more problematic than solid wood because
they may be fabricated with adhesives or resins containing formaldehyde, which oxidizes to
formic acid. If plywood is used, follow the guidelines in section 7.4.3. Additional measures
should be taken to limit the out gassing and acidity if wood products are present. Choose a
sealant that does not give off problematic volatiles of its own. In general, avoid oil-based
products, including sealants, paints and stains. Coatings generally considered safe are moistureborne polyurethanes and two-part epoxy sealants. Not all polyurethanes are safe, however, and
new products should be tested for chemical stability. Select those that the off-gassing of
formaldehyde is no more than 48.8 ppb or 61ug/sq.m3. Select those where the total volatile
organic compounds off-gassed from the tiles and adhesives does not exceed 500 ug/sq m2.
If wood shelving is selected for reading rooms, it should only be used to house non-unique
materials and should be treated with the appropriate sealant.

7.8

MITIGATION STRATEGIES

Achieving optimum conditions in an archives facility can be difficult and expensive. It is
important to remember that even small steps taken to improve conditions in a facility will benefit
the entire collection. As much as possible, select and use materials and finishes that have low
levels of VOC emissions. If areas are at risk in the facility, the following measures will help:
• Increase the number of air changes per hour.
• Reduce the relative humidity, but do not go lower than 30% RH (see section 3).
• Use absorption materials, such as activated carbon or sodium bicarbonate (baking soda).
• Install gas phased filters in the heating and air conditioning system.
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Section 8
Storage Equipment
8.1

RATIONALE

A majority of the space within archival facilities is dedicated to the safe storage of archival
collections. A major challenge for archivists is to store and protect the collections while still
making the records accessible to researchers. A key component in this strategy is the records
storage equipment that includes shelving, cases, cabinets, racks and other furniture that support
the collections.
Storage equipment is a long term investment that provides safe storage and an efficient layout for
archival collections. Careful planning is crucial in selecting appropriate products. Shelving and
accompanying storage furniture should be planned to meet the specific needs of the archival
facility and reflect the size and quantity of its collections.
8.2

SHELVING SYSTEMS

Archival shelving can be either static or mobile with the latter having either a manual or an
electrically operated carriage system. The choice of a shelving system depends on a number of
factors, including space, budget, and technical considerations. Static or fixed shelving is less
expensive to purchase and install but requires a larger floor area than mobile shelving. Mobile or
compact shelving, on the other hand, can store more records in a smaller space thereby saving on
initial construction cost and the long-term costs for heating, air conditioning, and facility
maintenance. Mobile shelving may increase records retrieval time but it can provide greater
security to specific sections of storage. Mobile shelving requires a heavier floor load than static
shelving and may not be feasible in existing buildings. See section 2.3.5 for guidelines to floor
loads for stacks. Both systems are appropriate for archival facilities.
8.3

MATERIALS AND FINISHES

Steel is the most commonly used shelving material in archival facilities. It should be finished
with an electrostatically applied powder coated finish to avoid the off-gassing problems
associated with baked enamel. Other options for shelving and cabinets in the archival
environment are chrome plated steel and anodized aluminum shelving. See section 7.4.5 and
7.4.6 for guidelines to the materials and finishes for the shelving, cabinets and carts used in
stacks.
8.4

CONSTRUCTION AND PERFORMANCE

Whether static or mobile, archival shelving units should have similar construction and
performance requirements. Archival shelving and furniture should have smooth, non-abrasive
finishes that are resistant to chipping. Equipment should be free of sharp exposed edges and
protrusions such as exposed nuts and bolts that are hazardous to staff and the records
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Archival shelving must be designed to withstand the design weight of the records without failure
and should be braced and secured to prevent deflection, lean or collapse when all shelves are full.
Shelving supports should be strong enough to not bend or warp when units are full.
Specifications for the design and testing of shelving are based on ANSI MH28.2, Shelving
Manufacturers Association (SMA). In addition, shelving must be laterally braced to protect
against seismic forces as outlined by the pertinent building codes.
8.4.1

Shelving Bays

Typical shelving units are made up of shelves and uprights with cross braces at the rear and ends
of the shelving. Shelving units should have kick panels at the bottom of each bay or unit. Each
range may have metal end panels.
Optimal space utilization uses double faced (back-to-back) rows eliminating an aisle. Such units
should be bolted or clipped together through adjoining uprights. Cross bracing and metal dividers
should not be used between double faced bays where it allows pass thru storage between bays for
oversized materials.
The construction criteria for shelving are:
• Uprights and bracing: minimum 16-gauge steel.
• Shelf thickness: 18 to 22 gauge depending on the requirements of the stacks.
• Shelves: should have a maximum structural deflection of L/320. All shelves should be
fully adjustable in one inch increments with a maximum of adjustability of one and a half
inch intervals. For paper based materials, a 16” x 40” shelf should have a a minimum
load bearing capacity of 200 pounds per shelf.
8.4.2

Mobile Shelving Rails

Mobile shelving moves on wheeled carriages over low-profile steel rails. In new construction,
they should be recessed in concrete floors. In existing or remodeled facilities, the rails are
installed over the existing floor requiring the installation of platforms that are built up to track
levels. The platforms allow the carts to be easily wheeled over the rails and prevent people from
tripping over the rails.
Platforms made of steel or aluminum is preferred. Platforms made of plywood are not
recommended for stacks. See section 7.4. Regardless of installation method, it is critical that the
rails be level to prevent drift or movement of the carriages
8.4.3

Mobile Shelving Carriages

The carriages of the mobile shelving system must be constructed with a sufficient strength-toweight ratio to prevent binding, racking and misalignment. Shelving carriages should have a
maximum structural deflection of L/320. There should be no fasteners that can loosen or break.
The system must carry the specified weight of the collections stored on it without distortion and
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should evenly transfer the weight onto the wheels. The wheels must be balanced for a smooth
operation of the carriages.
8.5

LAYOUT

Shelving comes in a variety of sizes. A shelving plan should be developed to identify the various
sizes and quantities of shelving needed in an archival facility and to provide an efficient shelving
layout for the stacks. Before the final layout, designers must check the OSHA, state and local
regulations to ensure compliance.
8.5.1 Configuration
The shelving should be arranged in configurations that make maximum use of the floor space
while still conforming to fire and life safety regulations. Shelving is usually arranged in
rectangular blocks with one or more main transportation aisles. Shelving bays should be placed
at least 1 inch from any wall in a stack area to avoid heat and cold radiation and to protect
collections from water running down the walls from overhead leaks. If the outer stack wall is an
exterior wall, it is recommended that a distance of 18 inches be maintained between the shelving
and the exterior wall.)
Shelving ranges should never be:
• located under water pipes (unless drip pans are provided and tied into the building drain
system)
• located against un-insulated outside walls
• located against heat sources.
8.5.2

Width of Main Aisles

The widths of the main aisles in stacks are different depending on the type of shelving system
used:
• Static or mobile shelving - main aisles should be at least 48 inches wide.
• High bay mobile shelving - main aisles should be at least 12 feet wide to allow space for
retrieval equipment.
8.5.3

Width of Stack Aisles

The widths of the aisles between ranges of shelving in stacks are different depending on the type
of shelving system and/or the size of the records being stored:
• Stack aisles should be a minimum of 36 inches wide.
• For the storage of oversized records the stack aisles may need to be wider to safely access
the records.
• For high shelves that require the use of lifts to access the records, the stack aisle should
be a minimum of 52 inches to accommodate the lift and its operation.
8.5.4

Length of Stack Aisles
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The maximum length of the stack aisles for any archival facility will be dictated by the footprint
of the facility, the location of entrances and exits, codes for egress and life safety, the type of
shelving system, and the program requirements of the staff for accessibility. The longer the
stack aisles the more time it takes staff to retrieve records. However, long aisles provide greater
records storage density within a stack. Under the current U.S. life safety codes the length of a
stack aisle can be no longer than 200 feet. (Note: Under the current International Building
Codes (IBC) the length of stack aisle is set at no more than 20 feet. However, this is based on
office criteria and the United States is trying to change this code.)
Mobile storage systems that are manually operated are limited to ranges measuring up to 45 feet
in length. Longer ranges can be used in electrically operated systems and can be as long as
desired by the user within code restrictions.
8.6

DIMENSIONS

8.6.1

Height of Shelving Bays

Ideally, the height of the shelving in an archival facility should be set so that the average person
can reach the top shelf without the aid of a footstool or ladder. The standard shelving height in
archives has traditionally been 84 to 90 inches high providing 7 shelves that are 12 inches apart.
However, archival shelving is often installed with taller shelving and increased density because
of the increasing costs for land, construction, operations, and maintenance. The height of the
shelving in archival facilities is often determined by the building’s footprint. With high ceilings,
archives planners may opt to install shelving that is higher than 90 inches thereby providing
more storage space per square foot for records. Each addition of another shelf above seven feet
increases the total storage capacity of a stack by more than 14 percent.
Some archival facilities have successfully used static high bay systems with shelving heights
over 40 feet high (ex. stacks at Utah State Archives are 45 feet in height). Recent fire tests have
shown that high bay electric mobile shelving systems can safely go 30 feet high providing 30
shelves per bay of shelving without the addition of in-rack sprinkler installations as long as
specific fire suppression systems are use with the archival material stored in boxes. See section
4.8.2.2 for guidelines for fire protection for mobile high bay shelving.
Additional height to the shelving units has an impact on collection accessibility. Stools, ladders
or lifts will be needed to allow staff to reach the higher shelves.
8.6.2

Height of Bottom Shelf above the Floor

The lowest shelf in a shelving bay should be at least 3 inches above the floor to prevent damage
to the collections from flooding.
8.6.3

Vertical Storage Space between the Shelves

90

Shelves are usually spaced 12 inches apart for textual records. It is recommended that a
minimum of 11 inches of clear vertical storage space be provided between each level of installed
shelves. All shelves should be adjustable so that adjustments can be made for non-standard sized
boxes, volumes and special media records.
8.6.4

Shelf Size

Archives should maximize their storage capacity with a standard sized shelf that accommodates
the use of archival boxes, records center type boxes, and some special media records. Specialized
shelving sizes may be required for oversized and special media records. For records stored in
standard sized archives boxes or records center boxes, the optimum shelf measures 16 inches
deep x 40 inches wide.
•

Shelf depth: A 16 inch shelf depth insures that standard archival boxes will not extend
beyond the face of the shelf. When installed as double faced units without cross bracing
or dividers, the width of the two, back to back shelves is 32 inches. In high bay mobile
shelving a stop is needed on the back of the 16’ shelf because of the 6” gap needed
between the two shelving units for fire safety. For many manufacturers, their standard
shelf product measures 15 inches deep. On fixed shelving, archives boxes will overhang a
15 inch shelf risking box damage. On mobile shelving, there is the additional risk of
equipment malfunction as box overhang on a 15 inch shelf will not allow carriages to
fully close.

•

Shelf length: The 40 inch shelf should provide at least 38 inches of clear horizontal
storage space. A 40 inch shelf will house 3 records center boxes or 7 archives boxes. For
many manufacturers, their standard shelving lengths are a 36 inch library shelf and a 42
inch shelf for archives. A 42 inch shelf will hold 3 records center boxes or 8 archives
boxes. With a 42 inch shelf there is some loss of efficiency if storing record center boxes.

8.7

ACCESSORIES

The basic shelving system can come with a number of accessories that help maintain the records
on the shelves or help staff when referencing records. Available accessories include:
•
•
•
8.8

Book supports to aid in keeping volumes upright on the shelf.
Pull out (or sliding) work shelves to aid staff that need to review documents within the
shelving aisle.
Video cassette shelves to aid in efficient storage of videos.
OVERSIZED RECORDS

Oversized records require the use of specially sized shelving or cabinets. The recommendations
for the construction, performance, safety and use of oversized shelving are the same as those for
more standard sized archival shelving. The guidelines in 8.2 through 8.6 apply to the storage of
oversized records. Sections 7.4.5 and 7.4.6 provide guidelines for shelving and cabinet materials
and finishes.
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8.8.1

Flat Files/Map Cases

Maps, plans and oversized drawings should be stored, wherever possible, unrolled and unfolded.
Optimum storage for these types of documents is in shallow drawers in flat files or map cabinets.
Flat files can be fixed and stacked or installed on mobile carriages.
• Aisle width between rows of flat files must be wide enough to accommodate a fully
opened drawer and room for a person to safely retrieve an oversized record from the
drawer.
• Drawers in flat files should be no more than two inches deep, and less if possible. The
deeper the drawer the greater the weight on the items and the more difficult it is to
remove an oversized document from the drawer.
• Drawers should have stops to prevent them from coming out of the cabinets.
• Drawers should open and close smoothly, preventing vibration to items.
• Drawers should have dust covers or rear hood to prevent items from being damaged at
the back of the drawer.
8.8.2

Racking systems

When oversized records and framed items are stored vertically on racking systems,
provisions must be made to support the weight of the document on all sides.
8.9

COLD STORAGE SHELVING

Open, through-style chrome plated stainless steel wire racks are recommended for boxed
material housed in cold storage areas, usually those with temperatures below 50 degrees
Fahrenheit. The chrome shelving provides good air circulation and prevents condensation from
settling on the containers. The recommendations for the construction, performance, safety and
use of chrome plated shelving are the same as those for more standard sized archival shelving.
8.10

CABINETS

The recommendations for construction, performance, safety and use of special cabinets are the same as those for
more standard sized archival shelving.
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Section 9
Functional Spaces
9.1

RATIONALE

Archival facilities must balance collections preservation with the needs of researcher access and
use. This balance begins from the time the records arrive on the loading dock to inspection and
storage; it continues as staff arranges and describes the records, prepares finding aids, and
performs conservation treatments; and it reaches a critical point when the public gains access to
the records through research or public display.
The movement of records into and through the facility involves many different functional spaces.
Some, like loading docks and processing rooms, address the records directly; others, such as
lunchrooms and restrooms, support the work of visitors and staff.
In most archival facilities greater attention is paid to records storage and public spaces, where the
collections are obviously vulnerable to theft, damage, and other hazards. Less attention is paid to
spaces where records reside outside of secure storage but are not exposed to public access.
Archivists and designers should pay close attention to these spaces and consider whether original
records will be permitted into these areas and under what conditions. Laboratories, obviously,
must accommodate original records, and must be designed to ensure proper access and
environmental controls. But archivists must decide whether records will be permitted in areas
such as training rooms or staff offices, and if so, these spaces must be designed to protect the
records. A clear policy, supplemented by clear signage, will enhance the safety of original
records.

9.2

LOADING DOCK

The loading dock’s primary mission is to provide a secure environment for receiving archival
collections into the building and to act as a barrier against weather conditions; it may secondarily
serve as a transition space for incoming supplies and equipment, outgoing records, and related
activities. Archival records moving through the loading dock must be protected from theft or
unauthorized access, inclement weather, pests, and accidental disposal.
9.2.1

Design Criteria

Loading docks get a lot of use in an archival facility. Special care should be taken to design
them so that the records are adequately protected. The loading dock should be designed with:
• A covered concrete platform with one or more bays for servicing various sizes of trucks.
• Covers or canopies over the loading dock platform that extend at least four feet beyond
the edge of the platform; should be a minimum of 14 feet clear (not including space for
overhead lighting, ductwork, etc.).
• A covered platform that is placed on the exterior of the building. The covered platform
will prevent fumes and fuel from entering the archives building and will protect records
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•
•
•
•

from inclement weather during offloading.
A ramp leading to the dock that is sloped away from the building and drained sufficiently
to prevent storm water from collecting near, or migrating into, the building.
Positive air pressure.
Separate air handling system, vented directly to the outside, so that debris and pollutants
cannot affect archival areas.
A conditioned exterior, especially against high heat and humidity, if the records are to be
left on the loading dock for more than one day.

Care must be taken so that both the exterior and interior platforms of the loading dock are
isolated from the rest of the archival facility to prevent unauthorized entry, pest and rodent
migration, and unconditioned air from reaching archival areas.
Ideally, the archives facility should provide separate loading docks for handling archival
holdings and a separate one for the transport of food and trash collection. If this is not possible,
and the dock serves both functions, careful thought should be given to how the archival records
will be protected from accidental damage or disposal. Designated areas to temporarily place only
archival records or only non-archival materials should be indicated by highly visible floor
coloring, fences, or other boundary markers. If the loading dock is used to receive food, provide
designated pathways to prevent food from passing through records holding areas or exhibit
spaces.
9.2.2 Size
The loading dock must be of adequate size to receive the largest anticipated transfer of records.
Unless a separate receiving room is provided (see section 9.3), the dock should be large enough
for records to be inspected and verified against transmittal lists.
9.2.3

Location/Adjacencies

The loading dock should be:
• Located near the stacks.
• Located on the same level as the stacks and/or close to freight or large elevators that
service stacks.
• Adjacent to any inspection and isolation spaces.
• Located so that noise does not migrate into public and staff work spaces.
In addition, it is useful to have toilet facilities at or near the loading dock so that drivers and
others need not enter the main part of the building.
9.2.4

Doors

All loading dock doors, roll-up and swing, should have appropriate security and be installed with
weather stripping. If the loading dock is adjacent to sensitive spaces, such as laboratories or
stacks, interlocking roll-up doors (in which one door can be raised only if the other is lowered)
should be installed at opposite ends of the dock to prevent unconditioned outside air from
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reaching conditioned spaces. Interior doors should be a minimum of 36 inches wide. In addition,
there should be at least one door leading from the dock into the facility that is a double door with
a minimum 6 foot wide opening.
9.3

RECIEVING

If space allows, a receiving or staging room adjacent to the loading dock should be designated
for receiving records; inspecting incoming records for security risks, pests, mold, and damage;
verifying transmittal forms; and unpacking records.
9.3.1

Design Criteria

The receiving room should be designed with:
• Washable floors and walls.
• Floor drain.
• Fire and smoke protection similar to stack areas. Refer to section 4.
• Separate air handling system from archival areas.
• Insulation to prevent migration of pests and mold.
• Doors with weather stripping.
The receiving room should be large enough to house:
• Shelving
• Large moveable tables
• Clearly marked trash cans (to distinguish them from records boxes)
• Computer station
9.3.2

Isolation

Within the receiving area, ideally a separate room, there should be a space designated for
isolating contaminated records. The isolation room should have the same design criteria as the
receiving room and should contain a biological safety cabinet in which materials with mold can
be stored and cleaned.
9.4

SUPPLY STORAGE

Adequate space should be provided for the storage of non-records equipment and supplies.
Experience shows that the amount of space required for the storage of non-record equipment and
supplies and is often grossly underestimated during design. Storage can take a form other than
closets. Office supplies can be stored in centralized copy/fax areas if proper cabinets are
included. Processing supplies can be stored in cabinets or on shelves in processing areas or in a
warehouse area. Some laboratory supplies may need specially vented cabinets. Equipment and
added stock can be stored in a warehouse area, often located near the loading dock. Some
storage spaces (such as those for office supplies) may be accessible to staff, while others (like PC
storage) may be restricted.
The following materials need to be stored:
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•
•
•
•
•
•

9.5

Archival supplies such as document cases, folders, and acid-free papers.
Office supplies, equipment not yet installed (spare PCs and printers, etc.), and extra
chairs and tables.
Staff party supplies and decorations (a proper storage place will discourage the storage of
these items in stacks).
Laboratory supplies, including chemicals.
Attic stock, such as extra tile, floor covering, HVAC filters, etc.
Paint, fuel, and lawn care equipment – provide secure storage exterior to the building.

SERVICE CORRIDORS

Corridors leading from the loading dock to the stacks, and any corridor through which records
will moved, must be of adequate width to accommodate pallet jacks and other records moving
equipment. Service corridors should be at least 8 feet wide, although 10 feet is recommended for
primary corridors and 8 feet for secondary corridors. Corridors should be a minimum of ten feet
high.
Corridor floors must be level and constructed of durable materials that can withstand the heavy
traffic of pallet jacks and other records moving equipment. Corridor walls should be sealed
concrete or constructed of materials capable of withstanding collisions with book trucks and
carts.
9.6

ELEVATORS

Multi-story archival facilities should have at least one freight elevator and may require additional
elevators for staff and visitors.
9.6.1

Freight Elevator(s)

The freight elevator(s) should be located adjacent to the loading dock with easy access to stacks.
Consideration should also be given to the location of exhibit galleries and other support areas.
Freight elevators must be designed with adequate capacity to transport the largest anticipated
load of records between floors.
9.6.2

Passenger Elevator(s)

Multi-storied archival facilities must also have additional and sufficient elevators for all public
areas, and for staff work areas that do not directly involve the transporting of archival materials.
Depending on the size and design of the building, another elevator(s) may be necessary for
transporting records to and from reading rooms, processing rooms, and laboratories.
9.7 LABORATORY(S)
Larger archival facilities often include laboratories for conservation and preservation work on
paper based and special media records. Smaller facilities may include a space for restoration
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work . Designers should provide appropriate space, whether it will be used for complex
treatments or to produce simple enclosures. Design of a conservation laboratory is complex and
individualized and any design must be in consultation with a conservator.
9.7.1

Design Criteria

Laboratories in archival facilities should be designed with:
• Separate air handling systems.
• Floor loads that can accommodate heavy laboratory equipment.
• Water proof and skid resistant floors.
• Floor drains with catch drains and grilles in case of flooding.
• Chemical storage cabinets (may need special ventilation).
• Separate spaces for wet and dry work.
• At least one six foot wide door to allow for collections and supply movement into and
out of the laboratory.
• Filtered and/or de-ionized water.
• Under-sink water heater to provide 150°F water.
• Eyewash(s)
• 220 volt power for special equipment
• Adequate storage space for large and bulky conservation materials; storage may take
up as much as one-third to one-half the size of the lab itself.
• Shelving for reference books
• One or more administrative offices or spaces immediately adjacent to the lab itself so
that the staff can keep administrative work separate from laboratory work.
Conservation labs may request natural sunlight for some treatment work; windows must be
carefully planned and must be UV filtered and outfitted with shades or blinds. Refer to section
6.3 for laboratory lighting guidelines. In addition, an archival lab may need a shower and drain
for emergency use and the use of ceiling-mounted outlets on flexible cables. Treatment work is
very interesting to the visiting public and some archival facilities provide interior windows from
the corridor into the laboratory for public observation.
9.7.2 Size
The size of the laboratory will depend on the size of the holdings and the kind of work done by
the institution. In general, laboratory space should be as open as possible and unencumbered by
posts and pillars. Generous circulation space will be needed for moving large objects, such as
maps and special treatment carts.
9.7.3

Location/Adjacencies

Laboratories must not be located above stacks, processing rooms, or exhibit areas. Labs use
water and chemicals and should be designed to prevent leaks.
9.7.4

Furniture
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Care must be taken with the kind of furniture put into archival laboratories. Refer to section 7
for information on materials and finishes. In general, avoid fixed furniture except along the
walls. Cabinets should have under counter lighting. Tables should be moveable, adjustableheight and have heavy-duty locking wheels. Vented, locked cabinets must be provided for
chemical storage. Two cabinets should be provided to separately store incompatible materials.
9.7.5

Equipment

The laboratory may contain some or all of the following equipment (this list is not
comprehensive):
• Fume hood with hooded venting system
• Elephant trunks (flexible snorkels for capturing light particles and vapors)
• Humidification chamber
• Drying racks
• Workbenches
• Movable tables
• Book press
• Chemical-resistant sinks
• Carts and cart storage
• Wall and mobile units for rolled conservation supplies
• Photographic documentation equipment
• Microscope
• Paper cutter
• Ultrasonic welder
• Suction table
• Guillotine
• Drill press
• Leaf caster
• Board shears
• Mat cutters
• Box making machine
• Mobile task lighting
• Environmental monitoring equipment
• Storage for supplies, tools, and chemicals.
9.8

REFORMATTING LAB

Spaces for scanning and microfilming archival records must be convenient to the stacks and
should be designed to protect the original records. Reformatting areas generally require:
• Shelving for the short-term storage of collections being reformatted.
• Furniture for preparing the documents for reformatting.
• Space for a variety of scanning equipment to accommodate all sizes of documents and
format types, including microfilm, slides, prints, negatives, and books.
• Space for handling large groups of documents or individual oversized documents.
• Data connections and electrical outlets of a rating compatible with the planned
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•

reformatting equipment.
Dimmable lighting.

9.9 PROCESSING ROOM(S)
Processing rooms provide separate work space from stacks and office areas where staff may
work individually or in groups to examine, sort, arrange, describe, and rehouse archival
materials. Since archival materials may be stored in processing rooms for extended periods of
time, careful attention should be paid to the environmental conditions, security and finishes in
these spaces. These should match or closely approximate conditions in the stacks, although the
temperature set for stacks may be too low for human comfort in processing rooms. Refer to
sections 3, 5, and 8.
Processing rooms should include:
• Large, moveable tables for sorting records.
• Shelving to hold records, boxes and archival supplies.
• Adequate open space for parking book trucks and other carts.
• Space to accommodate the maximum number of staff who may work on one collection
at one time.
In addition, processing rooms might include:
• Counter or table space for computers, and computer connections.
• Any equipment required for processing special-format materials, such as audio-visual
materials.
The processing room should include, or be convenient to, copying facilities.
9.10

COMPUTER ROOM

The computer room houses network file servers, routers, and other equipment supporting the
computer network. It must have uninterruptible power supply and be connected to computers in
the rest of the building via a Main Distribution Frame and, if building size requires, one or more
Intermediate Distribution Frames. The computer room should be designed with:
• Raised access flooring with anti-static floor covering, if conditions permit.
• Power outlets with flexible tails.
• Computer-grade circuits.
• A plan for wireless networks to be incorporated to provide maximum flexibility.
• Temperature no greater than 70°F.
• No windows.
9.11

STAFF SPACES

Staff spaces should be comparable in size and quality to standard office building space. In certain
situations (government construction, in particular) office sizes are determined by written policy.
All staff spaces should be strictly separated from public spaces and should be off limits to the
public without proper escort.
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9.11.1 Staff Locker Room
Some archives require staff to place personal items in lockers. In such cases, the staff locker
room should be located near the staff entrance and secured from other portions of the building.
Even if staff is not required to use lockers, consider providing locker rooms and showers for staff
use, to encourage exercise, walking and biking to work.
9.11.2 Staff Restrooms/Quiet Spaces
Staff restrooms, like public restrooms (see section 9.12.3), should never be located over or near
stacks and records use areas, though they should be in reasonable proximity to staff work spaces.
Consider providing a separate Quiet Room, equipped with a lounger and sink, where staff may
tend to medical or special needs.
9.11.3 Staff Lunchroom
Even in archival facilities with cafeterias, staff lunchrooms are often provided so that the staff
does not store food at their workstations and has a private place to eat away from their
workstations. Sometimes the space doubles as a staff meeting room.
The lunchroom should be separate from stacks or other spaces where records are used. Because
of fire hazards such as microwaves and coffeepots, appropriate fire detection and suppression are
needed. The lunchroom should be maintained at slightly negative pressure and, if possible,
should be vented directly to the outside of the building. If possible, locate the lunchroom near
outside windows.
The staff lunchroom should include:
• Sink, refrigerator, microwave, coffee pot
• Tables and chairs
• Recycle center
• Space for posting safety notices, personnel rules, and other items of interest to the entire
staff.
9.11.4 Staff Library
Consider providing a room with shelving for books and journals for staff use. Include at least one
table and several chairs. The staff library can double as a group project space or a meeting room.
9.11.5. Staff Offices
Environmental and lighting conditions outlined elsewhere in this guideline extend to staff
offices. The most important consideration is whether original records will be allowed in these
spaces and under what conditions? Once that policy decision is made, the proper conditions can
be planned for these spaces.
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9.11.6 Shared Work Spaces
Shared work spaces include staff meeting and conference rooms, project rooms, and
fax/copy/mail areas. Project rooms can double as processing areas and meeting spaces if they are
designed to meet the environmental and security conditions of processing areas. Provide shelving
for records and at least one large table that can be used for conferencing or for arranging records.
Centralized copy/fax/mail areas can include counter space and cabinets for storage of supplies or
mail distribution.
.
9.12

READING ROOM(S)

Reading rooms are secure spaces that are used by the public to review archival materials. They
are designed so that the records are protected at all times. Each archival facility will have its own
unique requirements depending on its collection, the space available for research activities, and
its security and researcher policies. While many archives will provide a single room for
researchers to consult a variety of archival formats, larger archives may provide separate spaces
for specific media type of record. Some archives will function with one reading room for textual
holdings and a second for non-textual holdings. Others will have separate rooms for each format
– textual, microfilm, audio-visual, and oversized records – as well as spaces for holding and
copying records.
Reading rooms and their support spaces should be:
• Accessible from the public entrance and/or lobby of the archival facility. The public
should not be permitted to walk thru or by secure stacks and other records holding areas.
• Accessible through a single entrance.
• Located close to staff offices, and when possible, a designed to make the transport of
records to the rooms secure and easy for staff.
• Located in a quiet area of the facility and designed with soundproofing.
Each repository will have policies outlining the use of the collections and some of them will be
directly related to the layout and function of the reading room spaces. Refer to section 5 for
specific security requirements for reading rooms; section 6 for lighting requirements, and section
7 regarding the materials and finishes for reading rooms.
9.12.1 Researcher Registration/Orientation and Consultation
Space is needed for researchers to provide registration information, be briefed on the archives’
rules and regulations for research, and to consult with staff on individual research requirements.
Some repositories show a film as part of their orientation process. Design criteria for this space
include:
• Adjacent to textual reading room and other reading rooms.
• Adjacent to finding aids or co-located with finding aids.
• Sound insulation to prevent disrupting other researchers.
• Windows into research areas to allow staff to visually monitor reading rooms.
• Data access through cabling or wireless connections.
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Some archival facilities split these operations and locate researcher registration and orientation
adjacent to the lobby and locate consultation activities near the reading rooms and finding aids.
See section 9.12.4.
9.12.2 Textual Reading Room
Researchers consult paper based archival records in a textual reading room. The records can be a
variety of sizes and formats – loose papers in archival boxes, books, large fragile volumes,
periodicals, etc. In general a textual reading room should have:
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Few visual barriers to provide a clear field of view for staff to observe researchers in all
parts of the room.
Automatic door openers for the service doors into the room. If oversized materials are
researched in the textual reading room, provide double doors.
Staff operated reference desk located centrally within the room so that staff have a clear
line of sight to all areas of the room. The reference desk may have a silent alarm button
that links it to building security. It should have room for a computer, supplies, and any
other operational equipment required by the staff.
An average work space of 7.5 square feet per researcher.
Researcher tables: should measure 30 inches in height; typically a one person table
measures a minimum of 36 x 42 inches; a table for more than one person measures a
minimum of 48 x 72 inches.
Research table space for oversized records, such as maps. If oversized material is seldom
used, or if space is limited, consider providing several rolling tables that can be placed
together to provide larger space when needed.
Reading lamps: lamps on tables must not block the line of sight of the room monitor; and
must not exceed the light levels cited in section 6.
Copier(s): some archives provide for-fee copiers in the reading room. The copiers are
located so staff can supervise the copying of archival records.

9.12.3 Records Holding Room
Located adjacent to the reading rooms, a records holding room is a secure area that is used to
temporarily store records overnight or in advance of a researcher’s arrival. The room should
have:
• The same environmental conditions, fire safety, security, lighting and finishes as the
stacks.
• Space to store boxes on shelves, book carts holding boxes of records, and any other
equipment used by the repository to transport records to the reading rooms.
• Records should not be kept longer than 30 days in the records holding room.
912.4 Finding Aids Room
Though separate spaces for finding aids are becoming less common, some archives will find it
useful to provide such a space where visitors and staff can consult computerized or paper finding
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aids without disrupting the work of other researchers. Sometimes this space is combined with the
researcher registration and consultation space.
9.12.5 Microfilm Reading Room
The secure and staff monitored reading room that provides micro formats for research should be
designed to house and operate the different kinds of equipment needed to access and copy the
formats held by the repository. The room should have the capability to lower the lighting levels.
Some repositories will provide self-service copies of high-use reference film and fiche in
cabinets located in or adjacent to the reading room.
Many microfilm rooms are being reduced in size or eliminated as microfilm collections become
available on-line. Digital workstations are replacing film and fiche readers in many institutions.
Each repository must decide on the balance of equipment necessary to serve its collections and
researchers.
9.12.6 Audio-visual Reading Room
The secure and staff-monitored audio-visual reading room provides the space and specialized
equipment to research audio-visual records, including still pictures, motion pictures, videotapes,
sound recordings, etc. The room should not have natural lighting and should have light dimming
capabilities. Counters, shelves, and cabinets should be flexibly designed to accommodate current
and future equipment needs.
9.13 PUBLIC SPACES
Public spaces must be welcoming and orient visitors to the archival facility and its components.
Public areas must have clear signage. In addition, every public space in the archives should be
designed to provide an opportunity for communicating the mission and work of the archives to
the public.
9.13.1 Lobby
The lobby is the visitor’s first impression of the archives facility and the main transitional point
among the public spaces. The lobby should be the primary entry for all visitors. Often it is the
primary entrance for staff too. It may contain a welcome desk, security screening area and
seating for visitors. The lobby should be sized to accommodate the largest group of people
anticipated at any one time. Will the archives host school groups? Will the lobby be used by
visitors waiting to view the next showing of an orientation film? Will the archives use the lobby
for after-hours receptions or conference registration? These answers to these questions will help
determine the size of the lobby.
Entrances from the exterior of the building into the lobby should be through two sets of doors
separated by a vestibule that provides energy savings and serves as an airlock to keep
unconditioned air from entering the building. Shoe cleaning mats in the vestibule will serve to
reduce the amount of snow, mud, and dirt that are brought into the building. The lobby is a noisy
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space and should be well insulated from adjacent quiet spaces, such as training rooms and
reading rooms.
Adjacent to the lobby should be:
• Reading Room Registration and Orientation
• Public lockers/locker room
• Public rest rooms
• Meeting or training rooms
• Auditorium
• Exhibit gallery(s)

9.13.2 Lockers
Lockers or a locker room should be provided for visitors to store personal materials that are not
permitted in the reading rooms. Lockers should be:
• Adjacent to the lobby and/or the reading rooms.
• Secure and well lighted.
• Separated from stacks and records use areas – visitors often store food in the lockers.
• Close to the visitor eating area.
• A variety of sizes for materials ranging from briefcases and backpacks to the luggage of
traveling researchers.
If there is locker room, provide:
• Coat rack and umbrella stand.
• Table(s) or other flat surface for use when placing items in, or removing items from,
lockers.
• Bulletin board for announcements, etc.
• Public telephone.
Consider building a larger coat closet adjacent to the locker room with cubbies for book bags and
hooks for jackets for visiting school groups. This can also serve as a coat room for archives
events. Outfit the door with a combination lock and the coat closet can be secured for groups.
9.13.3 Public Restrooms
Restrooms should be accessible from the lobby and close to the public locker room and eating
spaces. Restrooms should be convenient to the reading rooms but not located so that researchers
can carry documents or books into them. Do not place restrooms over or near record holding or
use areas. Restrooms should be equipped with smoke detectors to detect visitor smoking. All
archival facilities should be smoke free environments.
9.13.4 Visitor Service Center
This area may serve a variety of functions, such as registering new visitors, orienting first-time
visitors, and collecting money for sales of books and/or gift shop items. A visitor service center
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can be located within the lobby or adjacent to the lobby. Larger archives may divide the
functions of this space into a Welcome Desk that is located in the lobby and a Visitor Service
area or Registration area adjacent to the lobby or reading rooms.
9.13.5 Auditorium/Training/Classroom/Meeting spaces
Archives should consider carefully what types of public and staff meetings spaces will be
required in their facility. Meeting rooms can range from board room sized conference rooms,
mid-sized training or classrooms, to auditoriums that seat hundreds of people. Meeting rooms
should be adjacent to the lobby and public restrooms, particularly if they require after-hours
access. A large meeting room with moveable partitions offers flexibility and serves as a
multipurpose space. Some meeting spaces require equipment and storage space for the
equipment, including:
• televisions
• projectors
• computers
• videoconferencing
• white boards
• easels
• extra tables and chairs.
If food is permitted in meeting spaces, original records should be prohibited and the rooms must
be isolated from stacks and other archival spaces.
9.13.6 Food Service Area
Food service can consist of a vending operation, self-service eatery, cafeteria, or small
restaurant. Any food service area must be located near the lobby and public areas, and away from
all stacks, exhibits, and other records use areas. Also, all trash related to the food service area
must be located away from stack, exhibits and other records use areas.
Food service areas should be under slightly negative air pressure to the rest of the building. In
addition, vent food service areas directly to the outside rather than into the general building
return air system.
Consider providing an outside eating space for staff and visitors.
9.13.7 Gift Shop
The archives gift shop, if one is included, may range in size from a lobby kiosk to a separate
room or building. Gift shops are generally located near exhibit spaces and other public areas.
The gift shop operation can also be part of welcome desk or visitor orientation center. The gift
shop must be able to be secured even if other parts of the building are open. For larger gift
shops, provide easy access to the loading dock.
Gift shops require:
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•
•
•
•
•
•
9.14

Separate storage area adjacent to the gift shop for the storage of stock.
Flexible display racks.
Adjustable lighting.
Multiple and accessible electrical outlets.
Cash register and computer equipment.
Manager’s office.
EXHIBITION

Exhibition spaces include the exhibit gallery(s), which are public spaces, and the exhibition
preparation areas which are restricted to staff. The public exhibit space should be adjacent or
near to the public lobby. The archives building can become part of the ‘exhibit’ if windows are
provided into key areas not normally accessible to the public, such as laboratories, scanning
spaces, and stacks.
Exhibit areas that display original materials should not be exposed to natural light. Ideally
exhibit spaces should have a minimum of unencumbered spaces. Display walls should be
constructed of materials that permit use of nails. Environmental conditions, security, and
materials and finishes must all be considered for archival exhibits. Refer to sections 4, 5, 6, and 7
for additional guidelines on archival exhibits.
Exhibit preparation space should be large flexible space that includes space for planning, layout
work, mat-cutting, exhibit construction, graphics preparation, and storage. Environmental
conditions, security, and materials and finishes must all be considered for exhibit prep space.
Refer to sections 4, 5, 6, and 7 for additional guidelines on archival exhibit spaces.
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Appendix I
Prohibited Materials

Below is a list of materials that must never be used in records storage areas or exhibit cases
housing original holdings. It is recommended that their use also be prohibited in processing
rooms, holding areas, and exhibit galleries.
Asbestos.
Cellulose nitrate-bearing materials, such as cellulose nitrate lacquers, varnishes, and adhesives.
Cellulose diacetate fabrics.
Cellulose acetate fabrics and films.
Polyurethane products including paints, varnishes and foams.
Acid-curing silicone sealants and adhesives, or similar products that emit acetic acid during cure.
Lead containing materials
Sulfur-containing materials in any form that could be released as hydrogen sulfide or
mercaptans. These include, but are not limited to, vulcanized rubber, animal glue,
wool, cadmium sulfide pigments, and disodium phosphate fire retardant treatments.
Magnetic ballasts and their florescent lamps unless UV filtered.
Mercury and metal halide lamps due to their high UV output.
Modified alkyd paints
Most pressure-sensitive adhesives and contact cements and adhesives.
Oil-based paints or varnishes,
Unstable chlorine-containing polymers (PVCs), such as polyvinyl chloride and Saran.
Materials that emit formaldehydes (urea/phenol/resorcinol/formaldehyde), as might be found in
interior-grade plywood, hardboard, particle board, and plastic laminates.
Products that release ammonia during cure.
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Vinyls, including but not limited to unstable chlorine-containing polymers (i.e., polyvinyl
chloride and Saran)
Unsealed concrete (due to its production of fine particulate, alkaline dust).
Self-leveling floor compounds.
Oil-based and alkyd resin paints and varnishes, and oil-based caulks and glazing compounds.
Amine based products.
Biocides.
All combustible furniture.

.
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Definitions
ADA. American Disabilities Act.
ANSI. American National Standards Institute.
Approved. Applies to a material or piece of equipment that has been tested and listed by a
nationally or internationally recognized independent testing agency such as Factory Mutual
(FM), Underwriter's Laboratories (UL) or that complies with the International Standards
Organization (ISO) and is accepted for general use.
ASHRAE. American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning Engineers
Ballast. Components that maintain and control electrical current to fluorescent lighting fixtures
that prevents tube burn out when starting.
Bay. A single set of shelves within a row of shelving or a shelving unit.
Building envelope. The building exterior made up of the walls, roof, windows, doors, floors, and
foundation.
Building - Fire Resistive. A building in which the structural members, including walls,
partitions, columns, floors, and roofs are of non-combustible or of limited combustible materials,
and can withstand a fire that completely consumes all combustible contents and finishes without
collapse or other structural failure.
Building - Non-Fire Resistive. A building of the construction type in which the structural
members, including walls, partitions, columns, floors, and roofs do not qualify as noncombustible or limited combustible as defined herein.
Candela or Candle. A basic unit of light intensity from which the lumen was developed that
is roughly equal to the amount of light from the flame of a single candle.
Color Rendering Index. A measurement of how well a light source expresses colors, such as a
Munsell color chart.
DALI. Digital Addressable Lighting Interface is a two way communication system that bring
digital technology to lighting.
Daylight factor (DF). A ratio of the lighting level in a building measured against the
simultaneous average outdoor lighting level and expressed as a percentage.
Diffuser. A glass, plastic, or metal lens designed to distribute light from an electric fixture.
File Processing Area. A room used for preparing records for filing, for retrieving records or
filing records into storage.
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Finishes. The final surface treatment or coating on walls, ceilings, floors or equipment. The
material used in surfacing or finishing.
Fire rating. A construction materials measurement listing the number of hours that a specific
item protects building contents from burning or ensure wall stability in a fire.
Fire Resistive Building. See Building - Fire Resistive
Foot candle. A level of light from a single candle held one foot from the surface of an item. A
foot candle is equivalent to 10.76 lux and one lumen ft -2.
Foundation. The lower portion of a building wall partly or mostly located below ground level
and constructed of concrete stone, or masonry.
Functional Space. A room or area within an archives in which a specific activity or task occurs.
Glare. The loss of visual function due to high intensity lighting to which the eye has not yet
become adapted.
HVAC. An acronym for heating, ventilation, and air conditioning systems.
LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design). A certification system established by
the United States Green Building Council that uses a series of credits to designate that a building
achieves a range of status levels.
Light damage. Permanent cumulative injury to archival and special collections caused by
exposure to radiation (light).
Light life. The cumulative light exposure than an item can withstand without significant
deterioration.
Lighting. Quality and quantity of both natural and artificial light within an interior or exterior
space.
Locks (Recommended)
• Double bolt lock. A lock that has two horizontal bars that extends from a centrallymounted case into the jambs on either side of the door. This is most used on garage
doors.
• Drop bolt/deadbolt lock. A lock that uses vertical pins that drop vertically into the
receiving plate when the key is turned.
• Mortise Double-cylinder Deadbolt Lock. A lock requiring a key on both sides of the door
providing greater security than a simple mortise deadbolt lock. Its use may be restricted
because of fire regulations.
Locks (Recommended with reservations)
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•

Interconnected lock. This lock includes both a key-in-the-knob and a cylinder deadbolt
often operated by the same key. The danger is that the user may leave the deadbolt
unintentionally disengaged, leaving the door unlocked.

•

Mortise or cylinder deadbolt lock. This lock is operated by a key on the outside and a
thumb turn on the inside. While the non-beveled bolt extends one-half inch or more into
the door jamb, people often forget to operate the deadbolt when they close the door.
When the lock is used as designed, it provides adequate protection against jimmying if
the door fits securely into the door jamb.

Locks (Not Recommended)
•

Spring bolt lock. A lock that have either a beveled or square latch that is set by turning a
knob. Some have a lock-out feature that keeps the door unlocked at all times. These can
also be opened with a credit card or similar device.

•

Key-in-the-knob lock. The lock includes a beveled latch that extends into the small metal
frame on the door jamb. These locks are fairly easy to open with a credit card or similar
object.

Lumen – A metric unit of light measurement. 1 Lumen/m2 = 1 Foot-candle.
Luminance A measure of reflected light intensity that most closely approximates what the human
eye or camera sees. It is usually expressed in candelas per square meter.
Luminaire. A group of components that together forms a lighting fixture. This may include a
lamp (light source), a reflector, an aperture (sometimes with a lens), the fixture encasement (a
hard outer to protect and align the electrical components), a ballast, and a socket or other power
connection.
Lux. A metric unit of light. One lux is equal to one lumen per square meter. One lux equals
0.0929 foot candles.
Materials. Components used in the construction of buildings and products or elements that are
incorporated in construction products.
Microwatt per lumen. A measurement of ultraviolet light energy emitted from a natural or
artificial light source.
Mobile Shelving. A system of records storage, also known as track files, compaction files, or
movable files, in which sections or rows of shelves are manually or electrically moved on tracks
to provide access aisles.
NARA. National Archives and Records Administration
NFPA. National Fire Protection Association
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Non-Fire Resistive Building. See Building - Non-Fire Resistive.
Open-Shelf File Equipment. Any shelving that does not enclose file compartments on six sides.
OSHA. Occupational Safety and Health Administration.
Permanent Use. Records storage areas or vaults used for periods of one year or more.
Power Limited. Low voltage devices for fire protection, security, and environmental monitoring
as defined in National Fire Protection Association Standard #70 National Electric Code.
Range. A length of shelves or bays; also called a row of shelving. Ranges can be single or
double faced when two ranges are attached together.
Shall. A word indicating a mandatory requirement
Should. A word indicating a recommendation that is advised but not required.
Stack. A records storage area
Temporary Use. Records storage area or vaults used for a period of less than one year.
Ultraviolet light. Invisible short wavelength light measured from 200–400 nanometers that
cause paper deterioration. Normal glass filters radiation shorter than 330 nanometers and
additional filters are required for UV light in the 330-400-nanometer spectrum.
Vapor barrier. A waterproof membrane such as plastic or foil used to seal building foundations
and exterior walls from water or moisture penetration.
Vault. A fire resistive enclosure designed and equipped to minimize the potential of a fire
originating within and preventing a fire occuring outside from penetrating the enclosure. Vaults
are defined as
• "Standard" having a maximum size of 426 cubic meters (15,000 cubic feet)
• "Oversized" 426 cubic meters (15,000 cubic feet) to a maximum 710 cubic meters
(25,000 cubic feet).
Vault Door. A door tested and listed by a nationally or internationally recognized, independent
testing agency such as Factory Mutual (FM), Underwriters Laboratories (UL) or complying with
the requirements of the International Standards Organization (ISO).
Volatile organic compound (VOC). Any organic compound that evaporates readily to the
atmosphere. VOCs contribute significantly to archival deterioration and are found in
construction materials, sealants, carpets, ceiling and wall finishes, paints and furniture.
Wet Weight: The gross weight of a water saturated vault whose contents include but are not
limited to artifacts, documents, manuscripts and other paper materials. The wet weight of paper
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records is approximately 2.4 times the dry weight. Dry correspondence files weigh
approximately 480 kg/m² (30 lb/ft²).
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SUBJECT: Archival Storage Standards
TO: Office Heads, Staff Directors, ISOO, NHPRC, OIG
Purpose of this transmittal memo. This transmits a new policy directive establishing the
internal NARA structural, environmental control, fire safety, preservation, and security standards
for appropriate archival storage conditions in NARA archival facilities. Additional facility
specifications that are not directly related to appropriate storage conditions for archival records
may be included in supplements to this directive.

JOHN W. CARLIN
Archivist of the United States
Attachment

National Archives and Records Administration
NARA 1571
February 15, 2002
SUBJECT: Archival Storage Standards
1571.1 What is the purpose of this directive?
This directive establishes structural, environmental control, fire safety, preservation, and security
standards for appropriate archival storage conditions in NARA archival facilities.
1571.2 What is the authority for this directive?
The authorities for this directive are
a. 44 U.S.C. 2109, which makes the Archivist of the United States responsible for
the preservation of records or other documentary material transferred to the Archivist’s legal
custody. Appropriate storage conditions are an essential component of a strategy for
preservation of archival records.
b. 44 U.S.C. 2112 and 2903, which make the Archivist responsible for custody,
control and operation of certain buildings, land, and space.
c. 44 U.S.C. 2112(a)(2), which requires the Archivist to promulgate architectural
and design standards for new and existing Presidential libraries.
1571.3 Definitions
For purposes of this directive, the following definitions apply
a.

Archival facility means
(1)

A NARA-owned or leased facility used to store archival records;

(2)

A GSA-owned or leased facility used by NARA to store archival records;

or
(3)
2112(a)(1)(B)(i).
b.

A Presidential library acquired by agreement in accordance with 44 U.S.C.

Archival records means

(1)
Federal records, Presidential historical materials, Presidential records, and
donated historical materials transferred to the legal custody of NARA; and
(2)
Supreme Court records and the records of Congress that have been
deposited in NARA's physical custody.
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c. Facility manager means the program official who is responsible for facility
management activities within that building.
d. Records area means a records storage area, a designated processing area, an
exhibit area, or a preservation (conservation, duplication, microfilm, digital imaging) laboratory.
The term covers areas where records may be kept for extended periods.
e. Records storage area means an area containing archival records that is enclosed
by four firewalls, the floor, and the ceiling. The term includes general stack areas, vaults, and
storage areas for exhibits and museum objects, but does not include reference space, staff offices,
public spaces (e.g., restrooms and lobbies) or processing areas.
f. Research room means a room in which researchers may use original records and
for which they must be issued a researcher identification card.
1571.4

Responsibilities
a.

Space and Security Management Division (NAS)

(1)
Conducts periodic building condition surveys as outlined in par. 1571.23
and assists the program offices in establishing and maintaining a system-wide facility
improvement and renovation program;
(2)
In coordination with other NARA offices, establishes architectural and
design standards for all leased and NARA-owned facilities;
(3)
Furnishes professional and technical advice on the design and construction
of archival storage facilities; and
(4)

Acts as project manager for archival facility design and construction

projects.
b. Preservation Programs (NWT) conducts an integrated, scientific preservation
program, including
(1)
Developing and recommending long-range preservation plans and policy
for archival records, coordinating with the Office of Presidential Libraries (NL) and the Office of
Regional Records Services (NR), as necessary;
(2)
Writing specifications for and providing quality assurance testing of those
materials used to prolong the useful life of records (e.g., folders and boxes) and of materials that
will be used in the proximity of records (e.g. paint, adhesives and finishes, carpeting, pesticides,
and cleaning supplies);
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(3)

Monitoring environmental conditions of archival facilities;

(4)

Administering integrated pest management programs;

(5)
Providing technical advice and consultant services on specialized storage
requirements to NL, NR, and the Office of Records Services – Washington, DC (NW);
(6)

Furnishing professional and technical preservation assistance; and

(7)
Reviewing the design and construction of archival storage facilities for
records preservation issues.
c. Presidential library directors administer the day-to-day facilities management
program of the library in coordination with the NL, and major renovation and restoration
projects in coordination with NL and the Office of Administrative Services (NA).
d. Regional administrators and facility directors administer the day-to-day
facility management programs of the regions in coordination with NR.
e. Facilities and Materiel Management Services Division (NAF) is responsible
for the day-to-day facility management program of the National Archives Building and the
National Archives at College Park (Archives II).
1571.5

To what NARA archival facilities does this policy apply?

a. This policy applies to all new NARA archival facilities occupied by NARA on or
after October 1, 2001, except new space leased for archival programs on a short-term basis while
a permanent archival facility is being built or renovated. Additional facility specifications that
are not directly related to appropriate storage conditions for archival records may be included in
supplements to this directive.
b. New space leased on a short-term basis must meet the facility standards for
storage of permanent Federal records specified in 36 CFR Part 1228, Subpart K.
c. To the extent feasible and financially practicable, existing NARA archival
facilities should conform to these standards when the facility is renovated or otherwise
significantly modified. If the facility cannot be brought into conformance with every standard,
NA and the affected program office determine what mitigating action will be taken to minimize
threats to the holdings. For example, if piping within a storage area cannot be removed, a
mitigating action, such as frequent inspections, may be identified. Mitigating actions must be
coordinated with NWT and approved by the Archivist.
d. All NARA archival facilities must have an Integrated Pest Management program
(see par. 1571.17) and must enforce the facility policies specified in par. 1571.24.
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e. All NARA archival facilities must comply with pars. 1571.14 and 1571.15 when
selecting and installing new furnishings and materials, including carpet, in the facility and par.
1571.12 when painting records storage areas.
1571.6

What are the general structural standards for NARA archival facilities?

a. The facility must be designed in accordance with regional building codes to
provide protection from building collapse or failure of essential equipment from earthquake
hazards, tornadoes, hurricanes, and other potential natural disasters.
b. The facility must be constructed with non-combustible materials and building
elements, including roofs, walls, columns, and floors.
c. A floor load limit must be established for the records storage area by a licensed
structural engineer. The limit must take into consideration the weight of the specific type(s) of
archival records to be stored, height and type of the shelving or storage equipment, the width of
the aisles, the configuration of the space, etc. The allowable load limit must be posted in a
conspicuous place and must not be exceeded.
d. The architectural and engineering design team for the facility must include and
work closely with a preservation specialist, who has experience in developing archival storage
facilities and has been approved by NARA. The plans for the facility must be reviewed by NWT
at each submission stage.
1571.7

What standards must be followed to protect against water damage?

a. Location of facility. The archival facility must be sited a minimum of five feet
above and 100 feet from any 100 year flood plain area, or be protected by an appropriate flood
wall that conforms to local or regional building codes.
b. Roof. The facility must ensure that the roof membrane does not permit water to
penetrate the roof. Place nothing on the roof that may cause damage to the roof membrane,
including equipment. Do not install skylights or sloped glazed windows in areas where records
are regularly present. Avoid roof penetrations, including vents, over these areas. However,
automatic roof vents, designed solely to vent in the case of a fire, with a temperature rating at
least twice that of the sprinkler heads, may be used over records storage areas.
c.

Piping.

(1)
Do not run piping (except fire protection sprinkler piping and storm water
roof drainage piping) through records storage areas.
(2)
If drainage piping from roof drains must be run though records storage
areas, the piping must be run to the nearest vertical riser and must include a continuous seamless
gutter sized and installed beneath the lateral runs to prevent leakage into the storage area.
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Vertical pipe risers in records storage areas must be fully enclosed by shaft construction with
appropriate maintenance access panels.
d.

Location of records within the facility.

(1)
Do not store records below grade. Cave/underground facilities may be
exempted from the requirement to store records above ground if the facilities
(a) Meet the other standards in this directive;
(b) Demonstrate long-term low risk to records because of water, fire, or
structural threats; and
(c) Are granted a waiver from a specific standard by the Archivist.
(2)

Store records at least 3 inches from the floor surface.

(3)
NWT and NAS must review plans to place records shelving equipment
along an exterior wall in advance.
(4)
No fountains, pools, or standing water are allowed over or adjacent to
areas where records are stored, processed, used, or exhibited.
e. Water detection system. If special considerations indicate concerns with
possible water damage in records storage areas, consult with NWT on the advisability of
installing a water detection system.
1571.8 What are the general heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC)
requirements?
a.
Archives storage areas, processing areas, and preservation laboratories must be
served from separate HVAC systems. All other areas of the building may share the same HVAC
system. HVAC equipment must not be mounted on the roof of a new facility.
b.
Air handling units serving records storage and processing areas must provide
sufficient air exchanges to maintain requirements for temperature, relative humidity, and
pollutant control. The number of air exchanges are determined by the planned size of the room,
volume of records, volatile organic compounds coming off the records, occupancy, etc.
c.
The records storage areas of the facility must be kept under positive air pressure
especially in the areas adjacent to the loading dock. Loading docks must have an air supply and
exhaust system that is separate from the remainder of the facility.
d.
Areas where records are used, processed, stored, or exhibited must be isolated
from sources of pollutants and particulates, such as the loading dock, machine rooms, or areas
5
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where woodworking or painting take place. Doors to the record areas must not open directly
onto the loading dock, machine rooms, locations where woodworking or painting takes place, or
other similar areas. The air intakes and returns must be designed such that lower quality air and
environment cannot affect the records areas, and must have direct venting to the outdoors.
1571.9

What are the temperature and humidity standards?

a. Appendix A specifies the maximum acceptable temperatures in areas where
records are stored, and the maximum acceptable temperature set point for areas where records
are exhibited, processed, or used. Appendix A also specifies the acceptable range for relative
humidity in areas where records are stored, processed, exhibited, or used. Use cooler temperature
and drier relative humidity set points whenever possible, as these conditions extend the life and
significantly enhance the preservation of the records. Coordinate the selection of temperature
and relative humidity set points with NWT.
b. The standards specified in Appendix A must be maintained 24 hours per day, 365
days per year, unless otherwise stated. Once a set point is programmed, daily fluctuations must
not exceed 5° F and/or 5 percent relative humidity. Relative humidity levels represented in a
range indicate minimum and maximum set points. Seasonal movement between these set points
must not exceed 5% per month while staying within the +/-5% daily band restriction.
c. Seasonal relative humidity drift in actual operation of the system to reconcile
energy efficiency and external climate extremes in certain geographical locations and with
certain building types may occur. The building should be designed to accommodate the
environmental requirements in a highly energy efficient manner.
d. Temperature and relative humidity conditions in records areas must be
continuously monitored and must be recorded at intervals that are frequent enough, and in a
sufficient number of locations to demonstrate and confirm compliance with the standard. The
facility manager must maintain the HVAC systems and integrated monitoring equipment
according to manufacturer’s specifications. The facility manager is responsible for monitoring
the temperature and relative humidity conditions in the facility following NWT guidance and
specifications, and ameliorating problems as they develop. Report ongoing problems to NWT
and NAS.
1571.10 What are the limits for air pollutants (particulate and gases)?
Appendix B specifies the maximum allowed levels of particulates and gases in records storage
areas, processing areas, exhibit areas, and research rooms. The facility manager is responsible
for monitoring for pollutants in the facility at intervals frequent enough to demonstrate and
confirm compliance with the standard, following NWT guidance and specifications. The facility
manager is responsible for maintaining particulate and gas filtration systems according to
manufacturer’s specifications and ameliorating problems as they develop. Report ongoing
problems to NWT and NAS.
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1571.11 What air handling and filtration systems are required?
The following filtration systems are required in the air handling unit for the records storage and
processing areas:
a. Gas-phase filtration system. The gas phase filtration system must control
effectively gas phase contaminants including, aromatic, aliphatic, oxygenated hydrocarbons,
chlorinated hydrocarbons, and inorganic acid/basic compounds. The operation of the air
purification system may be a combination of chemisorption, adsorption, and catalytic processes.
The system must be designed to allow periodic monitoring of the filter performance by providing
sampling ports or access to the filter ports.
b. Particulate filtration system. The particulate filtration system for archival
records storage and processing areas must have a Minimum Efficiency Reporting Rating
(MERV) of 14 or greater based on ASHRAE 52.2, “Methods of Testing General Ventilation Air
Cleaning Devices for Removal Efficiency by Particle Size.” To extend the service life of the
system, it may be desirable to install preliminary filters with lower MERV ratings. A pressure
drop measurement system or other equipment must be provided to determine when the filters
need to be changed
c. Humidification control system. The air handling units must be designed for both
humidification and dehumidification. Humidification must be achieved by a clean steam
injection system (such as an electronic steam humidifier), an atomized air system using clean
water, or equivalent system located down stream of the gas filtration system. The design of the
system must ensure that the system does not generate or harbor microorganisms.
1571.12 What finishes are permitted in records areas?
a. Use a water-based latex paint for painting walls and ceilings. All concrete block
walls in the storage area must be primed and painted to prevent dust.
b. Use a low volatile organic compound (VOC) acrylic membrane curing compound
for the concrete floors of the records storage areas, after which apply a floor epoxy. Limit the
VOC off-gassing of any epoxy and floor coatings in any area where records are processed, used,
stored, or exhibited to less than 0.1 part per million by restricting the use of toluene and xylene
in the floor coating mix.
c. Use a powder-coating system to paint all painted metal shelving surfaces
(including map cases, museum cabinets, etc.) used within all records areas. The powder-coating
polymer must be a polyester epoxy hybrid or best equivalent available that passes NWTconducted or independent lab tests for hardness, coating stability, bending, coating adhesion, and
coating durability. The paint must not exceed the off-gassing limits specified in Appendix B. Do
not apply powder coating to the metal surfaces onsite in the storage area.
d. If ceiling pipe or exterior stack wall metal panels are to be painted, use an acrylic
water reducible primer covered by two latex paint coats.
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1571.13 What finishing materials are prohibited in areas where records are used or
stored?
The following materials are not permitted in the areas where records are used, processed,
exhibited and stored, including vaults, but may be used in other areas of the facility. For
renovated facilities, this paragraph does not apply to previously installed or applied materials.
a.

Cellulose nitrate lacquers and adhesives;

b.

Polyurethane products, including paints, varnishes, and foams;

c.

Acid-curing silicone sealants and adhesives;

d.

Sulfur containing materials that could release SO2;

e.

Pressure sensitive adhesives that release VOCs;

f.

Unstable chlorine polymers (PVCs);

g.

Formaldehyde emitting compounds, such as might be found in particle boards;

h.

Vinyls; and

i.

Oil-based paints and varnishes.

1571.14 What materials may be used in records storage areas and records areas, and how
is their suitability determined?
a. Finishing materials, such as paints, finishes, fabrics, carpeting, and floor and wall
coverings, used in areas where records are processed, stored, or exhibited for any purpose, must
be approved by NWT. NWT may need to test or direct the testing of materials to determine
suitability and render approval. Sufficient time to undertake testing must be incorporated into
planning and construction schedules.
b. Cleaning supplies used in areas where records are regularly present should be
selected carefully to minimize potential damage to records. NWT will provide more specific
guidance on how to select appropriate products, and types of products or specific products whose
use is restricted or prohibited.
1571.15 Are carpeting and wall coverings permitted?
Carpeting, vinyl tiles, and wall coverings are not permitted in the records storage areas, but may
be used in other parts of the archival facility. Carpeting, vinyl tiles and wall coverings that
minimize off gassing of VOCs must be used in areas where records are regularly present.
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1571.16 What are the requirements for lighting?
a. Records storage areas.
(1) Normal light levels must not exceed 500 Lux measured 36 inches above the
floor level. Ultraviolet (UV) filtration on emergency lighting is required so that UV radiation
below 400 nanometers in wavelength does not exceed 75μ W/lumen and 75 μW per square
meter of surface area.
(2)

Where records are not protected by an enclosure:
(a)

UV filtration as specified in subpar. a(1) is required on all lights.

(b)
Lights in the storage areas that are not required for safety must be
off when work is not taking place. Systems (e.g. motion detectors, timers, etc.) should be
incorporated to ensure that light exposure to the holdings is minimized.
b. Processing areas. Lighting levels for normal office space may be used. UV
filtration is required so that UV radiation below 400 nanometers in wavelength does not exceed
75μ W/lumen and 75 μW per square meter of surface area.
c. Exhibit areas. Lighting must have the capability of full control for light levels 0200 lux. UV filtration is required so that UV radiation below 400 nanometers in wavelength
does not exceed 75μ W/lumen and 75 μW per square meter of surface area.
d. Research rooms. Lighting levels for normal office space may be used. UV
filtration is required so that UV radiation below 400 nanometers in wavelength does not exceed
75μ W/lumen and 75 μW per square meter of surface area.
1571.17 What are the requirements for pest and vermin control?
The archival facility must have an Integrated Pest Management (IPM) program as defined in the
Food Protection Act of 1996 (Section 303, Public Law 104-170, 110 Stat. 1512). The facility
manager is responsible for monitoring and amelioration of problems as they develop. Report
problems to NWT.
1571.18 What are the general fire-safety requirements for archival facilities?
a.
NARA archival facilities must comply with requirements and recommended
practices specified in NFPA 232-2000, Standard for the Protection of Records unless a
requirement in this directive is more stringent.
b.
Do not install mechanical equipment containing motors rated in excess of 1 HP
within records storage areas.
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c.
Do not install high-voltage electrical distribution equipment (i.e., 13.2kv or higher
switchgear and transformers) within records storage areas.
d.

Penetrations in the walls must not reduce the specified fire resistance ratings.

e.
Provide a redundant source of primary electric service, such as a second primary
service or an appropriately rated emergency generator to ensure continuous, dependable service
to the fire alarm and fire protection systems. Manual switching between sources of service is
acceptable.
f.
Do not store hazardous materials, including records on cellulose nitrate film, in
records storage areas. Records on cellulose nitrate film may include still photographic negatives,
still photographic transparencies, x-rays, motion picture film and microfilm. Nitrate motion
picture film and nitrate sheet film may be stored in separate areas that meet the requirements of
the appropriate NFPA standard, NFPA 40 (1997), Standard for the Storage and Handling of
Cellulose Nitrate Motion Picture Film, or NFPA 42 (1997), Code for the Storage of Pyroxylin
Plastic.
1571.19 What are the smoke detection system requirements?
a.
The archival facility must have an approved, supervised automatic smoke
detection system providing full-building coverage. Smoke detection systems must meet the
requirements of NFPA 72, National Fire Alarm Code, and must be maintained in accordance
with NFPA 72, Part H.
b.
Locate smoke detection devices to provide a 99 percent reliability of detecting the
origin of the fire in less than 5 minutes. Use photoelectric-type detectors in records storage
areas.
1571.20 What are the requirements for automatic sprinklers?
a.
All records storage and adjacent areas must be protected by a professionally
designed automatic sprinkler system that is designed to limit the maximum anticipated loss from
any single fire event to a maximum of 300 cubic feet of records destroyed. Sprinkler systems for
records storage areas must be separately zoned from other building areas.
b.
A wet sprinkler system, installed in accordance with NFPA 13, Standard for the
Installation of Sprinkler Systems, must be used except as provided in subpar. c.
c.
Clean agent systems that comply with NFPA 2001, Standard on Clean Agent Fire
Extinguishing Systems, or pre-action sprinkler systems must be used in cold-storage rooms and
other areas subject to temperatures below 40°F, and may be used in records storage vaults and
museum storage areas. These systems also may be used in computer rooms and electrical and
telephone closets.
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1571.21 What are the security requirements for archival facilities?
a. The facility must comply, at a minimum, with the security specifications for a
Level III facility as defined in the Department of Justice, U. S. Marshals Service report
Vulnerability Assessment of Federal Facilities dated June 28, 1995. A copy of the specifications
is provided in Appendix A to 36 CFR Part 1228. NAS designates facilities that require higher
level security specifications.
b. The facility must have an anti-intrusion alarm system to protect against
unauthorized entry.
c.

The facility must enforce controls on access to records storage areas.

d. Special security measures may be required for records storage vaults to comply
with information security requirements or to protect materials of high intrinsic or monetary
value.
1571.22 How should the building condition be monitored and maintained?
The facility manager must ensure that
a.
Schedules are developed for maintenance and calibration of control system
devices for all major building systems in accordance with manufacturers’ recommendations;
b.

Scheduled maintenance is performed promptly; and

c.

Schedules are reviewed and updated annually.

1571.23 How often should building condition surveys be conducted?
To ensure that archival facilities subject to this directive meet the standards, NAS should
conduct (or contract for) building condition surveys according to the following schedule:
a. New facilities. Once before acceptance of a new archival facility, at two years, and
again when 10 years old. After 10 years, follow the schedule for existing facilities. If any
“punch-list” items are identified in the inspection before acceptance, NAS must monitor
correction/completion of those items.
b. Existing facilities. Every 5 years. When an existing facility is renovated or
significantly modified, the 5-year cycle begins again in the fiscal year following completion of
the renovations or modifications. A pre-acceptance inspection is performed for building
renovations. If any “punch-list” items are identified in the inspection before acceptance, NAS
must monitor correction/completion of those items.
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1571.24 What other facility use policies contribute to appropriate archival storage
conditions?
a. Prohibit smoking, eating, and drinking in all areas in which records are stored,
exhibited, or used.
b. In facilities that have records processing areas, prohibit processing records and
photocopying in the records storage areas. To ensure that records are subjected to the best
environmental conditions available, retain them in processing areas for as short a time as
possible.
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Appendix A
Temperature and Relative Humidity Standards for Archival Records
Table 1. Records Storage Areas
Records medium

Dry Bulb
Maximum
Temperature

Relative
Humidity Set
Point

Paper
Textual records including files, cards, bound volumes,
computer printout and other papers
Cartographic records including maps, charts, architectural
drawings, posters
Photographic media (black and white)
Black and white non-acetate/non-nitrate motion and still
picture negatives/ film, photographic paper prints, x-rays,
and microforms
Photographic media (black and white)
Black and white acetate motion and still picture
negatives/film, x-rays, and microforms; diazo and
vesicular microfilm (not including reference copies)
Photographic media (color)
Color still and motion picture negatives/ film, slides, and
prints
Modern digitally produced prints (ink jet, dye sublimation,
electrophotographic, and thermal)
Transition/barrier room at “cold” storage stack

65°F*

35 - 45%* ±
5%

65°F*

35% ± 5%

35°F

35% ± 5%

35°F*

35%± 5%

50°F

35%± 5%

Magnetic/electronic media including computer tapes and
disks, video tapes, audio tapes, optical disks
Other
Artifacts and Presidential library gifts

65°F*

35%± 5%

65°F

35 - 45%±
5%

Note to Table 1: Specific microclimates (cases, sealed frames, special housings) may be
required for some materials on exhibit and in storage. Materials may include: parchment,
photos, fragile bound volumes, metals, or textiles. Items loaned from other institutions may
require tighter RH control as per loan agreements
*Cooler temperature set points and within the specified range drier relative humidity set
points should be used for these media whenever possible in order to improve the
preservation of the records. Magnetic/electronic media should not be stored at a temperature
lower than 46°F.
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Table 2. Other Areas/Rooms

Space used for:

Processing areas/rooms
Exhibit areas/rooms (see Appendix A,
Note 1)
Research rooms

Maximum Dry Bulb
Temperature
Set Point*
70°F ± 5°
70°F ± 5°

Relative Humidity
Set Point*

70°F ± 5°

35-50% ± 5%

35-45% ± 5%
35-50% ± 5%

*Cooler temperature set points and, within the specified range, drier relative humidity set points
should be used for these media whenever possible in order to improve the preservation of the
records. Magnetic/electronic media should not be stored at a temperature lower than 46°F.
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Appendix B
Air Pollutant Limits
Following are the limits for pollutant gases in records storage, processing, and exhibit areas. The
levels of pollutant gases specified in this appendix are based on the lowest concentrations that
can readily be measured and achieved with current air filtration technology. There are no known
“safe” lower limits below which pollutants will not cause damage.
Type of pollutant
Sulfur dioxide
Nitrogen dioxide
Ozone

Maximum permitted after air filtration
1 ppb (part per billion); 2.7 μg/m3.
2.6 ppb; 5.0 μg/m3
2.0 ppb; 4.0 μg/m3.

Formaldehyde

4.0 ppb; 5.0 μg/m3.

Acetic acid

4.0 ppb; 10.0 μg/m3

Note: Research rooms must have at least office quality air filtration.
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