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15718 Clear Spring Road
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(301) 223-6675 Fax

June 9, 2008
.I
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Mr. Tad Aburn
Maryland Department of the Environment
1800 Washington Boulevard
Baltimore, MD 21230

•

B RIC K
An ISO 900t :2000
Registered CJualitySystem

Re: Greenhouse Gas and Carbon Footprint Reduction Strategy
Dear Tad:

On behalf of Redland Brick Inc. , I would like to thank you for inviting me to the meeting
on May 29th. We are quite interested in taking part in any subsequent meetings and will
appreciate your invitation.
As you know, we have serious concerns about the potential of any legislation related to
Greenhouse Gas and Global Warming. What if the models used by the experts to predict
Global Warming are wrong? What happens to all of the companies who were negatively
affected by legislation that was passed based on false precepts? How will the state rectify
things for employees who lost their jobs as a result of their company going out of
business? We do recognize that the issue of Global Warming is in vogue and we respect
that so our interest is in finding a way to address it that will allow us to survive and
hopefully grow as a business.
The manufacturing process of making brick has been unchanged for thousands of years.
Only the technology that we work with has improved. We still must quarry and prepare
our material , form the brick, dry them, fire them, package them, and ship them. At the
end , firing anything creates C02 emissions, we cannot change that. And currently, there
is no technology available in the world today to control C02 emissions from a brick kiln.
But we are firing our kilns with natural gas, the cleanest burning fuel available, and we
have invested heavily in fuel efficient kilns. At our Rocky Ridge Plant we reduced our
energy consumption from 1500 BTU to 900 BTU's per thousand brick fired.
As I read through Chapter Four, I was surprised at how many recommendations that are
going to be made that are consistent with things we have already done. We are in favor
of energy efficiency and recycling. Below I have listed just a few of the positive
environmental practices we have adopted . We have done a few things as a result of
regulation but most of the environmental practices listed below we have done as a matter
of survival. I welcome you to come to our plants and see what we have done first hand.
Our list is as follows :
1. All scrap clay in the manufacturing process is recycled back through the
manufacturing process. Scrapped, fired brick are used to make quarry roads, used
as check dams to slow stormwater runoff, or are chipped and resold.
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2. We reclaim areas where we are finished quarrying, generally small sections at a
time and the land reverts to the same use as before mining- this amounts to over
1,000 acres of open space and farming. We fertilize the land for planting with
processed sewage sludge. If we go out of business this acreage will become
housing developments.
3. We have planted over 30,000 tree seedlings during my employment at Redland
Brick. The trees planted earliest are now over 30 feet tall.
4. We have maintained the riparian buffer along all streams and waterways at all
locations. Our election to do this even caused our engineers to redesign the
location of a new plant we built in Pittsburgh.
5. We have a scrubber on the kiln at one Maryland plant that controls our emissions
of hydrogen fluoride and hydrogen chloride and will likely install a scrubber on
the other plant in a few years depending on new federal regulations currently in
development. The spent reagent in the scrubber is lime and it is recycled. We
give it to a local farmer to use as lime on his farm.
6. Scrap metal from worn parts is recycled.
7. We have researched the possibility of using methane from landfills for firing our
kilns but it is not feasible at our MD locations at present. We are currently
looking at wind power and solar power to offset our consumption of electricity.
8. Our brick molds are washed with self contained systems, preventing sediment
from entering the local waterways. The water is recycled. Sediment cleaned
from the mold wash tanks is used as a backfill in our quarries prior to reclamation
or recycled to manufacture brick.
In addition, the use of our product will help Maryland achieve one of the key goals in this
report - energy efficient buildings. Secondly, the purchase of brick from our two MD
plants will help MD achieve a second goal of minimizing vehicle emissions with the
purchase of local products. We own the only two brick plants in MD .
We believe we can stand tall with our record and should be considered a leading,
environmentally conscious business. At the same time we are concerned that the
practices we have adopted could be a detriment to us if legislation is adopted. So
regarding Chapter Four, we have the following comments, questions, and requests:
1. Where is Chapter One through Three? We might have additional comments after
reading these or our opinions may change.
2. We need to see the statistical data in the report that is missing as this information
may change our opinions. We still question ifMD can meet their goals by
focusing on the power plants and transportation alone.
3. We believe the report should focus on setting improvement goals based on
industry benchmarking and the availability of technology that promotes energy
efficiency. Goals set otherwise can be viewed as a disincentive for those who
have already been environmentally conscious.
4. Revise P.34- Tax incentives and low interest loans should be extended to all MD
manufacturers (not just the power plants) for R&D projects for reduced energy
consumption (particularly wind and solar power as well as alternative but clean
burning fuels) . In addition, MD should simplify, streamline, and expedite the
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5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

permitting process to implement these items when they are proven as a legitimate
option. Please consider revising this section.
On page 35, a revision is needed. MD manufacturers that provide product in MD
for energy efficiency or otherwise meeting these goals should be allowed to
reduce any potential cap and trade taxes by the dollar amount of product they
supply in MD annually, on a dollar for dollar amount. Please consider making
this recommendation.
On page 35, (cont.) MD manufacturers as in 5 above should be encouraged to
grow their businesses via state grants and low interest loans, in recognition of the
service they are providing the state i.e. meeting the goals for energy efficient
buildings. Note: I can see no mention of business growth anywhere in this
report. Please consider a means to address business growth particularly for the
manufacturing sector.
References to ethanol should be removed from this report. Ethanol has proven to
bum with greater emissions than petroleum products, uses more energy to
produce than gas and the use of com in ethanol production has contributed to
increased food costs. Environmentalists have accepted this fact and this report
should as well.
On page 47, under RCI-3, the revolving loans should apply to structural efficiency
upgrades as well as appliances as we have been developing a product as a retrofit
that may provide improved energy efficiency.
Low interest loans should apply to new home construction providing that home
construction will be energy efficient.

Please give consideration to the changes I have suggested. I am interested in knowing if
you will make these changes and would appreciate your response.
Sincerely,

~
cc. Joseph L. Miles, President/CEO
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