The Thomas J. Hatem Memorial Bridge

A Toll Facility Of The Maryland Transportation Authority

he Thomas J. Hatem Memorial Bridge across the Susquehanna

River on US40 isthe oldest of the seven toll facilities operated
and maintained by the Maryland Transportation Authority. Thefirst
vehicles crossed the span between Havre de Grace and Perryville on

Aug. 28, 1940.

Thebridge, however, doesnot represent thefirst
crossing of the SusquehannaRiver betweenthe
Harford County community of Havrede Graceand
the Cecil County town

Then, new problemssurfaced. Thenew deck
had avertical clearanceof 12.5feet -- barely
aufficient to accommodate the growing number of

commercid vehicles

of Perryville. A succes-
sonof ferriesmadethe
trip for morethan 200
years, aralroad bridge
wascongructedduring
thelast haf of the 19th
century, andavehicle
bridge openedin 1910.

The 1910 struc-
ture, acquired by a
group of privatecitizens
who operated it asatoll
facility between 1910
and 1923, was converted from arailroad bridge
constructedin 1873. The State Roads Commission
(SRC), predecessor of theAuthority, bought the
bridgein 1923 and continued to operateit asatoll
fadlity.

Thestructurewasextremely narrow -- witha
roadway only 13 feet wide. Heavy trucksinched past
each other, and therewere many side-swiping acci-
dentsonthebridge. Trafficusualy movedata
snail’space.

Todleviatethe problem, the SRC
dualized thebridgein 1926 by building adeck
over theold bridge, converting eachleve into
acrossing for one-way traffic. Thisproject
was consdered one of themost ingenious
bridge-engineering featsof thetime.

travelingthebridgeinthe
1930s. Frequently, trucks
stacked too highwith
freight became wedged
between the deck and the
overhead structureand
could proceed only after
their tireswere deflated to
allow adequate clearance.

Theneedfor a
newer, moremodern,
structure became appar-
entinthemid-1930s.

At thesametime, theMaryland General
Assembly authorized the State Roads Commission to
formulate acomprehensive plan for the construction of
bridgesand tunnelsacrossmgor bodiesof water in
Maryland. These projectswould befinanced and
operated throughtoll funding.

The plan devel oped by the SRC wasratified by
the United States Congressin 1938 under its
regulatory powersover navigablewaterways. The
plan becameknown asMaryland’ sPrimary Bridge
Program and provided, among other
projects, for the construction of abridge
acrossthe SusquehannaRiver parallel tothe
overtaxed double-decker structure.

Congtruction of thisnew spanbeganin
Feb. 1939 and was compl eted at acost of
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More than 10-million
vehicles traveled the
bridge (both directions)in
FY 2004.

About the

Authority

Fort McHenry Tunnel (I-95)

Harry W. Nice Memorial
Bridge (US 301)

Francis Scott Key Bridge
(1-695)

Baltimore Harbor Tunnel
(1-895)

Thomas J. Hatem Memorial
Bridge (US 40)

John F. Kennedy Memorial
Highway (1-95)

William Preston Lane Jr.
Memorial (Bay) Bridge
(US 50/301)

$4.5million. Thebridge openedtotraffic on Aug. 28, 1940, and the
obsol ete double-decker bridgewas|later demolished. The new structure
wasknown asthe SusquehannaRiver Bridge.

All of thefirsttoll collectorsat the bridge were men; however, with
theadvent of WorldWar 11, men flocked to military service and women
took over traditionally male-dominated jobs.

Exact-changelaneswereanovelty intoll collection whenthey were
installed a thebridgein 1958. Their contribution to efficient toll
collection wasovershadowed in 1976 with theintroduction of AV
(Automatic Vehicleldentification) decals. AVI worksonthesame
principleasautomated checkouts at retail stores, and the decal itself
lookslikealarge universal-product code symbol commonly found on
many items.

InMay 1986, the bridge was dedicated to the memory of Thomas
J. Hatem, adistinguished citizen of Harford County, who devoted hislife
topublicand civicservice.

INn 1991, aone-way toll collection system wasintroduced at the
ThomasJ. Hatem Memoria Bridge, andtollsnow arecollected inthe
eastbound direction only.

he Maryland Transportation Authority isagroup of six citizens

appointed by the Governor with the advice and consent of the State
Senate. Representing Maryland' sdiverse population and geographic
regions, thisgroup servesasour policy-setting, decision-making and
governing body. Maryland's Secretary of Transportation servesasthe
Authority’sChairman.

Each Member servesathree-year term, with two of the Members
termsexpiring each year. Membersareeligiblefor regppointment to the
Authority.

Daily operationsof thesevenfacilitiesare carried out by the
Authority’s 1,500 employees. Overall management of Authority opera:
tionsishandled by the agency’ s Executive Secretary.

The Trangportation Authority overseesthe State’sseventol| facilities
and theMaryland Transportation Authority Police. Theagency has
statutory authority to act on behaf of the Maryland Department of
Transportation to supervise, finance, construct, operate and maintain
trangportationfacilities.

Maryland'stoll facilitieswerefinanced and constructed through
revenuebonds. The outstanding principal and interest dueeachyear is
paid fromtoll revenues. Toll revenuesarethe primary sourceof funds.
TheAuthority’stoll receiptsare pooled, and revenuesfromall seven
facilitiesare combined to pay for operating, maintaining and making
capita improvementsto thesefacilities.



A Commitment to Safety

TheMaryland Transportation Authority Policeisanationaly acredited
forcewith morethan 500 sworn and civilian employees. Speciaized K-
9, motorcycle, dl-terraine-vehicle, marineand anti-aggressive-driving
unitshelp provide maximum safety and security at Authority facilities, the
Baltimore/Washington International Airport and the Port of Baltimore. To
maintainthehighest level of professionalismand ethics, Transportation
Authority Policeofficersremaintruetotheir misson of safeguarding life
and property, preserving peace, preventing and detecting crime, enforcing
thelaw and protecting therightsof citizens.

Theforcehasreceived loca and national recognition for itsroad-
way-safety efforts, whichinclude child-passenger-safety avareness
programs, anti-aggressive-driving initiativesand sobriety checkpoints.
These effortshave been successful dueto the continued teamwork among
Authority Policeand Operations personnel.

Thissameteamwork drivestheAuthority’s Traffic Safety Commit-
tee, headed by the Chief of Police, Director of Engineering and Director
of Operations. Thecommittee provides|eadership of Authority effortsto
help ensure saferoadwaysfor Maryland’scitizensand visitors. Onesuch
effort isthe courtesy-patrol and vehicle-recovery program, whichen-
hances safety and servicefor motoristswhilereducing the effect of
disabled-vehicle-reated congestion onAuthority facilities.

E-ZPasssM Maryland

TheMaryland Transportation Authority isamember of the E-ZPass
InterAgency Group (IAG), which continuesto develop aseamless

€l ectronic-toll-collection system throughout the northeastern United
States. E-ZPassMaryland hasgrown to include more than 250,000
activetranspondersand hasreduced significantly typical, peak-hour
congestion at Maryland toll plazas. Morethan 11-million E-ZPass
customersfrom | AG agenciesthroughout the Northeast can pay tolls
electronically in Maryland. Asmore motoristsuse E-ZPass, convenience
will increase; traffic congestion inand around toll-plazaareaswill de-
crease; and engine-idling timewill bereduced, resulting in reduced vehicle
emissions. For additiona information about the E-ZPassMaryland
program and itsstandard, commuter and businessplans, visit
WWW.ezpassmd.com.

Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS)
TheAuthority continuesto usel TStechnology toimprove safety and
reduce congestion through enhanced i ncident detection and response,
whileinforming motoristsof real-timeroadway andtravel conditionsand
aternativeroutes. TheAuthority isan active partner in the Coordinated
HighwaysAction Response Team (CHART). Through aseriesof vari-
able-message signsand highway-advisory-radio messages, the CHART
system advisesmotorists of traffic conditionsa ong major routesand
suggestsaternativesto avoid delaysand congestion. Thisinformation, as
well asred-timetrafficimagesareavailableon CHART swebsiteat
www.chart.state.md.us.

Your Toll

Dollars At
Work

Fast Facts

Construction Dates
February 1939 - August 1940

Cost
$5million

Location

US 40 over the Susquehanna
River between Harford and Cecil
Counties; 1.3-mile, four-lane
bridge; vertical clearanceis 89
feet; 0.5 miles of approach
roadway.

Toll Rates

Toll iscollected in the eastbound
directiononly

Commuter discount withvalid
Maryland-issued E-ZPass: up to
84-percent savings per trip

2 axles: $5

3axles: $10

4 axles: $15

5axles: $20

6 axles: $25

Annual Traffic
10-millionvehicles
(both directions)



For more information about the

Maryland Transportation Authority, please call the
Office of Media & Customer Relations at
410-537-1017, or, toll-free, at 1-866-713-1596.

E-mail: mdta@mdtransportationauthority.com, or visit us at
www.mdtransportationauthority.com

The Authority reminds its
customers to stay alert and
exercise caution when
traveling through workzones,
toll plazas and around police
vehicles.

Robert L. Ehrlich, Jr., Governor
Michadl S. Stedle, Lt. Governor

Robert L. Flanagan, Chairman

Trent M. Kittleman, Executive Secretary
Gary W. McLhinney, Chief, Maryland Transportation Authority Police
CurtisV. Esposito, Director of Operations

Maryland Transportation Authority

2310 Broening Highway, Suite 150

BaltimoreMD 21224

410-537-1000 « TTY 410-355-7024 + 1-866-713-1596

DavidA. Wildroudt, Facility Administrator
ThomasJ. Hatem Memoria Bridge

6000 Pulaski Highway

PerryvilleMD 21903

410-537-1196 « 1-888-754-0168

The Maryland Transportation Authority is an Equal Opportunity Employer and
fully complies with all provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.
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