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	Former ECS President Frank Newman Dies

DENVER – Frank Newman, president of the Education Commission of the States from 1985 until 1999, died Saturday, May 29, in Providence, Rhode Island.

After retiring from ECS, Newman joined Brown University's Center for Public Policy and American Institutions, where he was visiting professor of public policy and director of the Futures Project, a higher education think tank funded by the Pew Charitable Trusts. He also was visiting professor at Teachers College, Columbia University.

During his tenure at ECS, the organization took the lead in drawing attention to emerging problems and issues such as at-risk children, minority teacher quality and recruitment, school restructuring, service-learning, and the link between brain research and learning.

He was instrumental in creating Campus Compact, an ECS project to create public-service opportunities for college students and to develop an expectation of service as an integral part of student life and the college experience. Today, the compact is a self-supporting entity of more than 900 university presidents. 

During Newman’s tenure, ECS also created the Compact for Learning and Citizenship, now the National Center for Learning and Citizenship, which helps state and district leaders support citizenship education as an essential component of America’s K-12 education system as well.

“Frank’s contributions to both K-12 and higher education were countless and will continue to influence other educators and policymakers for years to come,” said ECS President Ted Sanders. “He had a passion for life and for education that will be greatly missed.”  

Before joining ECS, Newman was president of the University of Rhode Island from 1974-83 and Presidential Fellow at the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching from 1983-85. His career in education first took off in the early '70s when the "Newman Report" was released. It was the first such document to argue that higher education was not focused enough on students or paying enough attention to problems of society.

A memorial service is scheduled for 2 p.m., Saturday, June 26, at Brown University's Sayles Hall. 

Newman is survived by his wife, Lucile; three sons; and two grandchildren. 

ECS is working to set up a scholarship in his name and will release information about that as it becomes available.

###

The Education Commission of the States (ECS) is a national, nonprofit organization that helps governors, legislators, state education officials and others identify, develop and implement public policies to improve student learning at all levels. A nonpartisan organization, ECS was formed in 1965 and is located in Denver, Colorado
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