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RG. 1 BALTIMORE TOWN COMMISSIONERS 1729-1797 

The Baltimore Town Commissioners was created in 1729 as 
part of the legislative act for "erecting" Baltimore Town. 
The body consisted of seven commissioners, appointed for 
life, empowered to buy land, survey and sell lots, and 
settle disputes about property boundaries. 

The commission was the sole vestige of town government 
until the early 1780*s. In 1745 when Jones Town merged with 
Baltimore, the commissioners were given the authority to 
procure a three pound annual assessment from residents. In 
1784 they were empowered to erect street lamps and have them 
lighted, to appoint constables and watchmen, to levy a tax 
on property, and to appoint a treasurer. Between 1784 and 
1793 the commissioners were authorized justices of the 
peace. Occasionally special duties were assigned to them by 
the Maryland Legislature, including construction of market 
houses, maintenance of streets, and other special 
assessments and taxes. 

By the early 1780!s the commissioners shared their 
light administrative responsibilities with a Board of 
Special Commissioners and a Board of Port Wardens. The 
state government formed the latter two bodies in 1782 and 
1783 respectively. They made up the remainder of the town's 
self government until its incorporation in 1796. The 
Special Commissioners were largely responsible for the 
construction and maintenance of streets and bridges. The 
Board of Port Wardens regulated the construction of wharves, 
surveyed the harbor, and supervised the collection of a duty 
on all vessels entering and leaving the port. Despite the 
three boards, essential government functions remained in 
Annapolis with the state government. During the mid 1780's 
Baltimoreans began urging for the incorporation of the town 
to insure better regulation. The legislature passed an act 
in 1796 and the following year the Baltimore Town 
Commissioners ceased to function. The new government 
consisted of a mayor and city council with commissions and 
departments absorbing the duties of the defunct Baltimore 
Town Commissioners. 

For background information, consult Jacob H. Hollander, 
The Financial History of Baltimore (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins 
Press, 1899) and Dennis Rankin Clark, "Baltimore, 1729-
1829: The Genesis of a Community" (Ph.D., Catholic 
University of America, 1976). 

For additional records of this agency see RG. 2. 



Series 1. Baltimore Town Commissioners and Jones Town 
Record Book 1729-1747 

0.5 lin. in. (1 volume) 
Arranged chronologically 

The record book contains the minutes of the Baltimore 

Town Commissioners from December 1st 1729 to September 26th 

1747. The minutes describe meetings, surveys, along with 

the sale and transfer of lots. This volume also contains 

the minutes of the Jones Town Commissioners for the period 

October 28th 1732 to November 9th 1741. Jones Town was 

established in 1732 and absorbed into Baltimore in 1745. 

The information contained in the Jones Town minutes are 

similar to that of the Baltimore Town Commissioners record 

book. This volume was transcribed and published by Wilbur 

Coyle as the First Records of Baltimore Town and Jones Town 

1729-1797 (Baltimore: Mayor and City Council of Baltimore, 

1905). To preserve the original book, researchers are asked 

to consult the published volume. 

Series 2. Baltimore Town Commissioners and Jones Town 
Commissioners Record Book 1732-1752 

0.5 lin. in. (1 volume) 
Arranged chronologically 

This volume contains the minutes of the Baltimore Town 

Commissioners from January 23rd 1735 to March 9th 1752. It 

describes meetings, surveys, as well as the sale and 

transfer of lots. The entries for the period January 23rd 

1735 to September 26th 1747 are copies from an earlier 

record book (RG. 1, S. 1). The record book also includes 

the minutes of the Jones Town Commissioners from October 



28th 1732 to November 19th 1741. These entries are copies 

of an earlier record book (RG. 1, S. 1). 

The original minutes in this volume are included in 

Wilbur Coyle's book First Records of Baltimore Town and 

Jones Town 1729-1797. They can be found on pages 5-17, 

20-25, and 29-32. Therefore, researchers are requested to 

consult the published volume. 

Series 3. Baltimore Town Commissioners Record Book 
and Ledger 1746-1788 

2.5 lin. in. (1 volume) 
Arranged chronologically and by accounts 

This volume of minutes for the Baltimore Town 

Commissioners covers the period March 8th 1745 to May 30th 

1754. It also describes meetings, surveys, and the sale and 

transfer of lots. The ledger entries for the years 1747 to 

1752 concern the sale of lots. The ledger entries for the 

years 1785 to 1788 provide the salary of clerks, constables 

and watchmen. It also includes administrative costs and 

income received from the rent of market stalls. 

This volume is included in Wilbur F. Coyle's book the 

First Records of Baltimore Town and Jones Town 1729-1797 on 

pages 18-36. Therefore, researchers are requested to use 

the published volume. 

Series 4. Baltimore Town Commissioners Ledger 
1782-1786 

1.25 lin. in. (1 volume) 
Arranged by accounts 

The ledger entries for the years 1782 to 1786 cover the 



cost of tools, supplies, and laborers for construction and 

repair of roads. The book also includes administrative 

costs such as the salary of clerks and the treasurer. This 

volume has an index. 

Series 5. Baltimore Town Commissioners Ledger 
1786-1797 

0.5 lin. in. (1 volume) 
Arranged by accounts 

The Ledger entries include the cost of street paving 

and construction, special taxes and license fees, expenses 

of commissioners' meetings, and treasurer's records. The 

original volume is in the Manuscript Division of the 

Maryland Historical Society (MS 103). A microfilm copy is 

available at the Baltimore City Archives (BCA 1642). 

Series 6. Cord Wood Inspector's Record Book 
1796-1797 

0.25 lin. in. (1 volume) 
Arranged chronologically 

This record book covers the brief period from March 1st 

1796 to January 1797. The book provides information on 

laborers working under the supervision of the Cord Wood 

Inspectors. It includes their time worked, notations on 

work habits, and amount of work they accomplished. 
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R6. 2 EARLY RECORDS OF BALTIMORE 1756-1797 

This is an artificial record group of early records 
concerning Baltimore Town. It consist of nine volumes 
compiled from the Baltimore Town Commissioners (see RG. 1), 
the City Commissioners (see RG. 3), the Office of Mayor 
(see RG. 9), the City Council (see RG. 16), the Special 
Commissioners, and the Board of Port Wardens. These records 
relate to land and contain testamentary proceedings, 
accounts and petitions for street and wharf construction and 
repair, lists of fines and special taxes, and other 
administrative and financial records. 

Researchers who are interested in more detailed 
information about the various agencies represented here 
should consult Jacob H. Hollander's, The Financial History 
of Baltimore (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Press, 1899) and the 
appropriate record group descriptions in this guide. 



Series 1. Bound Records 1756-1797 
6 lin. in. (2 volumes) 
Arranged chronologically 

This series consist of a group of miscellaneous records 

which have been restored and bound together in two volumes. 

Volume one contains documents from the years 1756, 1759, 

1766, 1774, 1781-1785, and 1787-1796. The second volume 

continues with 1796-1797. Among the records found in these 

volumes are: agreements and contracts, deeds, wills, 

marriage certificates, notices, licenses, petitions and 

applications, memorials, correspondence, depositions, tax 

lists, time sheets, bills and receipts. 

There is a detailed inventory available in each volume. 

An index to many of the individuals named in these records 

is provided by Richard J. Cox in his article, "Some Early 

Residents of Baltimore, Maryland, 1785-1795," National 

Genealogical Society Quarterly 67 (September, 1979): 202-29 

and (December, 1979): 283-86. 

Series 2. Administrative Records 1729-1841 
1 lin. ft. (2 volumes) 
Arranged chronologically 

This series consist of two bound volumes of 

administrative records. The books are concerned with 

petitions, proceedings, and ordinances. Wilbur Coyle 

transcribed and published some of these records in. First 

Records of Baltimore Town and Jones Town, 1729-1797 (1905), 

Records of the City of Baltimore (City Commissioners) 1797-

1813 (1906), Records of the City of Baltimore (Special 



Commissioners) 1782-1797 (1909), Records of the City of 

Baltimore (supplement) 1729-1813 (1909) and Records of the 

City of Baltimore (Eastern and Western Precinct 

Commissioners) 1810-1817 (1909). Some of these records are 

among those indexed by the Works Progress Administration's 

Historical Records Survey. 



RG.3 Bait imore Ci ty 
Comm issioner's 

(1797-1899) 



RG. 3 BALTIMORE CITY COMMISSIONERS 1797-1899 

The City Commissioners were established in 1797 
(Ordinance 14) and were responsible for the management of 
street paving, leveling, repairing, opening and closing; the 
care of wells and pumps; and the establishment of sewers and 
property boundaries. The complex work of these City 
Commissioners were often in conjunction with other 
municipal, county, and state agencies. The authority for 
the opening, extension, and closing of streets was generally 
sought in the state legislature with the City Commissioners 
responsible for the practical execution of the work. The 
City Commissioners funded their work in a variety of ways 
including special assessments from affected property owners, 
special appropriations from municipal government, and loans. 

The Commissioners were united with the Commissioners of 
Health from 1809 to 1820. Then came under the Board of Port 
Wardens from 1820 to 1850 and 1861 to 1863. From 
approximately 1807 to 1861 the Superintendent of Streets and 
Pumps was under the direction of the Commissioners. 
However, in 1866 the Superintendent became the Commissioner 
for Opening Streets (RG. 58). 

The care of streets was haphazard, experimental and 
according to most historians, largely unsuccessful in 
providing adequate maintenance. This program did represent, 
however, the largest municipal expenditure in the early 
years. The work of the Baltimore City Commissioners was 
absorbed under the new charter of 1898 by the Department of 
Public Improvements and Department of Review and 
Assessments. 

For further information about this agency see the 
published annual reports, 1824-1899, which are available in 
the Department of Legislative Reference Library. Two books 
which also include information on the work of the 
Commissioners are Jacob H. Hollander, The Financial History 
of Baltimore (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Press, 1899) and Gary 
Lawson Browne, Baltimore and the Nation. 1789-1861 (Chapel 
Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1980). 



Series l. Administrative Files 1798-1899 
40. 6 cu. ft. (116 boxes) 
Arranged sequentially by 
HRS assigned numbers 

Indexed by the Historical Records Survey (HRS) in the 

late 1930's, these records include correspondence, street 

grading, street openings and closings, deeds and other 

property records, paving bonds and contracts, establishments 

of streets, pump warrants and petitions, plats, 

miscellaneous bills and receipts, permits for the removal of 

dirt, permits for the construction of frame buildings, 

sewerage construction, and petitions and applications for 

street work. 

Series 2. City Commissioners' Reports 1893-1894 
1.5 lin. in. 
Arranged chronologically 

The Baltimore City Commissioners reported on the repair 

and maintenance of streets, alleys, bridges, gutters, 

plates, sewers, drain pipes, inlets, and railways. Other 

information included detailed tables and summaries of 

revenues collected, the number and kinds of trolley poles in 

the city, abandoned cable and railroad tracks, and the 

appropriations required for the maintenance of streets, 

sewers, and railroad tracks within the city limits. 



Series 3. City Commissioners' Financial Records 
1801-1883 

3.6 cu. ft. (41 volumes) 
Arranged chronologically 

This series contains financial ledgers and journals 

with information on annual appropriations for public works 

projects, paving and pump assessments, notices to repair 

footways, bonds for city contracts, cash book receipts, and 

accounts of bridge and street repairs. Other information 

includes the minutes of the city tax commissioners (1825-

1827), journal of the city assessors (1812-1813), and 

proceedings of the city commissioner's office (1857-1858). 

Series 4. Ordinances and Resolutions Relating to the 
City Commissioners 1866-1875; 1881-1885; 
1889-1891 

5 lin. in. (7 volumes) 
Arranged chronologically 

These seven bound volumes are manuscript ledgers 

containing the ordinances and resolutions before the city 

council relating to the city commissioners office. The 

descriptions note whether or not the ordinance was passed by 

the council. 

Series 5. Proceedings 1812-1842 
6 lin. in. (4 volumes) 
Arranged chronologically 

Records of the meetings and activities of the City 

Commissioners. Included are petitions and other 

administrative materials. There is a gap in the records 

between 1822 and 1831. 
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RG. 4 BALTIMORE CITY PROPERTY TAX RECORDS 1798-PRESENT 

The tax records do not properly constitute a record 
group. Their maintenance by numerous agencies and officials 
in a complex taxation system required them to be described 
as such for the convenience of researchers. The exceptions 
to this are the related records of the Appeal Tax Court 
(RG. 5) and the Baltimore City Collector (RG. 40). 

The taxation system prior to the city charter of 1796 
was completely dependent upon the state government. The 
origin of a general property tax dates back to 1750, when 
the Baltimore Town Commissioners were allowed to levy a tax 
of one shilling, six pence on every one hundred pounds of 
assessed property. This aspect of taxation remained in 
force until the charter incorporated that document. The 
creation of the Baltimore Town Special Commissioners (1782) 
and the Board of Port Wardens (1783) also introduced other 
special taxes and fees. 

The new municipal government in 1797 brought autonomy 
to many aspects of the town's political life. Although 
taxation was still dominated by the state, the charter of 
1796 began an evolution towards a modern, autonomous 
taxation system for the city. The earliest development was 
the creation of a City Collector (RG. 40) and City Register 
(RG. 32). The collector was generally responsible for 
enforcing payment of municipal taxes and dues, and the 
register primarily functioned as treasurer. Prior to 1856 
the tax records were probably maintained by either the 
collector or register with duplications possibly existing in 
both offices. (The tax books from 1856 on are clearly 
identified as part of the City Collector's records.) 

The resonsibilities of these offices were continually 
modified through the nineteenth century. The Appeal Tax 
Court (RG. 5) was created in 1841 (consisting of two 
assessors and the City Collector) to serve as a Board of 
Review and Assessments. In 1852/53 the City Auditor (RG. 6) 
was created to oversee municipal taxes, assessment 
collections, and collections of arrearages. This office was 
gradually absorbed by the City Comptroller (RG. 43) 
established in 1857, who supervised the entire financial 
affairs of the municipality. Throughout the entire 
nineteenth century, the state authorized reassessments of 
city property. These reassessments required the hiring of 
special commissioners and the division of the city into 
special districts. Such reassessments occurred in 1785, 
1792, 1812, 1817, 1822, 1832, 1852, 1866, 1876 and 1896. 

With a new charter in 1898 the municipal government 
became autonomous in property taxation. The charter created 
a Department of Finance which included the Comptroller, City 
Register, City Collector, Collector of Water Rents and 



Licenses, Commissioners of Finance, and Board of Estimates 
(RG. 36). After 1900 it was mandatory to revise assessments 
unrelated to state, at least once every five years. The 
Appeal Tax Court which was steadily becoming a more 
important organization, was strengthened with a provision in 
1904 that gave the court two real estate experts as 
assessors. 

Researchers desiring more information should consult 
Jacob H. Hollander, The Financial History of Baltimore 
(Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Press, 1899); Leonard Owens Rea, 
The Financial History of Baltimore 1900-1926, Johns Hopkins 
University Studies in Historical and Political Science, 
Series 48, No. 3 (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Press, 1929); 
Gary Lawson Browne, Baltimore in the Nation, 1789-1861 
(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, (1980); 
and Dennis Rankin Clark, "Baltimore, 1729-1829: The Genesis 
of a Community" (Ph.D, Catholic University of America, 
1976). 



Series 1. Baltimore City General Property Tax Books 
1798-1915 

104 cu. ft. (1033 vols.) 
Arranged chronologically V 

The General Property Tax Books are the final tax 

records for the municipality, arranged on a city-wide basis. 

The information in these volumes varies over time though 

they will generally include the names of individuals and 

companies, amount of assessment or tax, and payments. Some 

of the earlier books do give race, out-of-town residence, 

occasional occupation, and property improvements. After 

1812 the volumes begin to include more information on items 

such as furniture, plate, horses, carriages, wagons, special 

fees and taxes (such as for roads, bridges, court, and the 

poor), abatements, adjustments, stock-in-trade, securities, 

and bank stock. These volumes do not represent a complete 

series and should be consulted with the field assessment 

records (series 2) and the Appeal Tax Court (RG. 5). 

The complete series of records listed below, unless 

otherwise stated, are city-wide volumes. A large number of 

the books have been microfilmed; the BCA number following 

the description is the microfilm reel number. An 

alphabetical name index to the earliest records has been 

published: Richard J. Cox, ed., A Name Index to the 

Baltimore City Tax Records. 1798-1808, of the Baltimore City 

Archives, Publications of the Baltimore City Archives, no. 4 

(Baltimore: Baltimore City Archives and Records Management 

Office, 1981). 



DATE DESCRIPTION MICROFILM 
NUMBER 

1798 1 volume (typescript) BCA 177 
Alphabetical by surname 

1799-1800 1 volume BCA 81 
Alphabetical by surname 

1801-1803 1 volume BCA 81-82 
Alphabetical by surname 

1804-1808 1 volume BCA 82 
Alphabetical by surname 

1809-1812 1 volume BCA 83 
Alphabetical by surname 

1813 3 volumes 
Originals at Maryland Historical 
Society (MSS 55) 

1815 1 volume 
Originals at Maryland Historical 
Society (MSS 55) 

1818 Wards 1-5 BCA 84 
Preceded by ab index 
(surname and ward) 
Wards 9-11 
Preceded by an index 
(surname and ward) 

1822 Loose alphabetical arrangement BCA 85 
by surname 

Upper District (A-Z) 
Lower District (A-T) 
Lower District (U-Z) BCA 86 
Volume 2 (I-Q) 

1824 Loose alphabetical arrangement 
by surname 

Volume 1 (A-S) 
Volume 1 (S-Z), BCA 87 
Volume 2 (A-Z) 
Volume 3 (A-Z) BCA 111 

1825 Loose alphabetical arrangement 
by surname 

Upper District (A-Z) 
Middle District (A-Z) Vol, 
Middle District (A-T) Vol, 
Middle District (A-Z) Vol. 
Lower District (A-Z) 

1826 Loose alphabetical arrangement 
by surname 

Upper District (A-Z) 
Middle District (A-Z) Vol. 
Middle District (A-Z) Vol. 
Lower District (A-Z) 

1827 Loose alphabetical arrangement 
by surname 

Upper District A-Z) 
Middle District (A-Z) 
Lower District (A-Z) BCA 139 

1828 Loose alphabetical arrangement 

1 
2 
3 

1 
2 

BCA 

BCA 

BCA 

BCA 

BCA 

112 

135 

136 

137 

138 



by surname 
Upper District (A-P) 
Upper District (P-Z) BCA 140 
Middle District (A-Z) 
Lower District (A-H) 
Lower District (H-Z) BCA 141 

1829 Loose alphabetical arrangement 
by surname 

Middle District (A-Z) BCA 142 
Lower District (A-Z) 

1830 Loose alphabetical arrangement 
by surname 

Upper District (A-M) 
Upper District (M-Z) BCA 143 
Middle District (A-Z) 
Lower District (A-Z) BCA 144 

1831 Loose alphabetical arrangement 
by surname 

Upper District (A-Z) 
Middle District (A-F) 
Middle District (F-Z) BCA 145 
Lower District (A-Z) 

1832 Loose alphabetical arrangement 
by surname 

Upper District (A-J) 
Upper District (J-Z) BCA 146 
Middle District (A-Z) 
Lower District (A-H) 
Lower District (H-Z) BCA 147 

1833 Loose alphabetical arrangement 
by surname 

Southwestern District (A-Z) 
Northwestern District (A-S) 
Northwestern District (S-Z) BCA 151 
Northern District (A-R) 

1834 Loose alphabetical arrangement 
by surname 

First District (A-Z) 
Second District, Vol. 1 (A-Z) BCA 152 
Second District, Vol. 2 (A-W) 
Third District, (A-Z) BCA 153 

1835 Loose alphabetical arrangement 
by surname 

First District (A-Z) 
Third District (A-Z) BCA 154 

Index to unidentified volumes, 1838-1839 
(includes name, page reference, description 
of property, assessments, and abatements) 

1841 Loose alphabetical arrangement BCA 155 

Loose alphabetical arrangement 
by surname 

Ledger 
Ledger 
Ledger 
Ledger 
Ledger 
Ledger 

1 
2 
3 
3 
4 
5 

(A-Z) 
(A-Z) 
(A-L) 
(L-Z) 
(A-Z) 
(A-F) 

BCA 156 



1842 

1843 

1849 

1856 

1858 \ 

1859 

^ 

Ledger 5 (F-Z) BCA 157 
Ledger 6 (A-Z) 
Ledger 7 (A-K)H«*~ 
Ledger 7 (K-Z) BCA 158 

Strict alphabetical arrangement 
by surname 

Ledger 1 (A-Z) 
Ledger 2 (A-Z) BCA 159 
Ledger 3 (A-Z) 
Ledger 4 (A-Z) BCA 160 
Ledger 5 (A-F) 
Ledger 5 (F-Z) BCA 161 
Ledger 6 (A-Z) 

Strict alphabetical arrangement BCA 162 
by surname 

Ledger 1 (A-Z) 
Ledger 2 (A-Z) 

No arrangement BCA 164 
District 1 (Wards 1-2) 

preceded by an Index 
District 2 (Wards 3-4) 

preceded by an Index 
District 3 (Wards 5-6) 

preceded by an Index 
District 4 (Wards 7-8) 

preceded by an Index 
District 5 (Wards 9-10) 

preceded by an Index 
District 6 (Wards 11-12) 

preceded by an Index 
Strict alphabetical arrangement BCA 165 
by surname 

Ledger 1 (A-Z) 
Strict alphabetical arrangement 
by surname 

Ledger 1 (A-B) 
Ledger 1 (B-C) BCA 166 
Ledger 2 (C-D) 
Ledger 2 (D-G) BCA 167 
Ledger 3 (G-H) 
Ledger 3 (H-K) BCA 168 
Ledger 4 (L-M) 
Ledger 4 (M-O) BCA 169 
Ledger 5 (P-R) 

' Ledger 5 (R-S) BCA 170 
Ledger 6 (S-W) 
Ledger 6 (W-Z) BCA 171 
Ledger 7 (A-Z) 

Investments in stocks, bonds and 
securities (banks, corporations etc.) 
Strict alphabetical arrangement BCA 172 
by surname 

(A-B) 
(B-C) BCA 175 

Strict alphabetical arrangement 
by surname 



1861 

1866 

1867 

1876 

1886 

(A-B) 
(B-C) 

Strict alphabetical arrangement 
by surname 

Ledger 1 
Ledger 2 
Ledger 2 
Ledger 3 
Ledger 3 
Ledger 4 
Ledger 4 
Ledger 5 
Ledger 5 
Ledger 6 
Ledger 6 

(A-C) 
(C) 
(C-G) 
(G-H) 
(H-K) 
(L-M) 
(M-0) 
(P-S) 
(S) 
(S-W) 
(W-Z) 

Strict alphabetical arrangement 
by surname 

Ledger 1 
Ledger 1 
Ledger 2 
Ledger 2 
Ledger 3 
Ledger 3 
Ledger 4 
Ledger 4 
Ledger 5 
Ledger 5 
Ledger 6 

(A-B) 
(C) 
(C-G) 
(G) 
(G-J) 
(J-K) 
(L-Mc) 
(Mc-O) ' 
(P-S) 
(S) 
(S-Z) 

Loose alphabetical arrangement 
by surname 

Ledger 1 
Ledger 1 
Ledger 2 
Ledger 2 

(A) 
(A-C) 
(C-D) 
(D-G) 

Strict alphabetical arrangement 
by surname 

(A-B) 
(B-D) 
(D-G) 
(G-H) 
(H-K) 
(K-M)-
(M-O) 
(0-S) 
(S) 
(S-W) 
(W-Z) 

List of banks, 
who have stock 
companies 

(A-S) 
(S-W) 

companies, 
shares in 

individuals 
banks and 

Strict alphabetical arrangement 
by surname 

(A-B) 

BCA 176 
BCA 374 

BCA 375 

BCA 376 

BCA 377 

BCA 378 

BCA 379 

BCA 380 

BCA 381 

BCA 382 

BCA 383 
' 

BCA 384 

BCA 385 

BCA 386 
BCA 387 

BCA 388 
BCA 389 
BCA 390 
BCA 391 
BCA 392 
BCA 393 
BCA 394 
BCA 395 
BCA 416 
BCA 417 

BCA 418 



(B-C) BCA 419 
(C-D) BCA 420 
(D-G) BCA 421 
(G-H) BCA 422 
(H-K) BCA 423 
(K-M) BCA 424 
(M-Mc) BCA 425 
(Mc-R) BCA 426 
(R-S) BCA 427 
(S) BCA 428 
(S-W) BCA 429 
(W-Z) BCA 430 

List of associations, banks and 
companies 1896 Strict alphabetical arrangement BCA 431 
by surname 

(A-B) 
(B-C) BCA 432 
(C-companies-D) BCA 433 
(D-F) BCA 434 
(F-G) BCA 435 
(G-H) BCA 436 
(H-K) BCA 437 
(K-L) BCA 438 
(L-M) BCA 439 
(M-P) BCA 440 
(P-R) BCA 441 
(R-S) BCA 442 
(S) BCA 443 
(S-V) BCA 444 
(V-W) BCA 445 
(W-Z) BCA 446 

Annex Ledgers 
Strict alphabetical arrangement 
by surname 

(A-H) 
(I-Z) BCA 447 

List of associations, banks, 
companies, institutions, societies 
and works 
List of associations, banks, BCA 448 
companies, institutions, societies 
and works (contd.) 

1905 Strict alphabetical arrangement 
by surname 

(A-B) 
(B) BCA 449 
(B-C) BCA 450 
(C-companies-C) BCA 451 
(C-D) BCA 452 
(D-F) BCA 453 
(F-G) BCA 454 
(G-H) BCA 455 (H) BCA 456 



1907 

1915 

(H-K) 
(K-L) 
(L-M) 
(M) 
(M-O) 
(O-R) 
(R-S) 
(S) 
(S) 
(S-V) 
(V-W) 
(W-Z) 

List of associations 
companies (A-C) 

companies (C-Z) 
individuals (A-
individuals (D-
individuals (0-

Strict alphabetical 
by surname 

(A) 
(A-B) 
(B) 
(B-Companies) 
(Companies-D) 
(D-E) 
(E-F) 
(F-G) 
(G-H) 
(H) 
(H-K) 
(K-L) 
(L-M) 
(M) 
(M-0) 
(0-R) 
(R) 
(R-S) 
(S) 
(S-T) 
(T-W) 
(W) 
(W-companies-[A 
(companies [S]) 
(companies [S-Z 

Arrangement 
Ward 2 
Lot 25 
Block 
Ward 4 
Lot 23 
Block 
Ward 6 
Lot 66 
Block 
Ward 8 

by Ward 
, Section 

, banks and 

C) 
0) 
Z) 
arrangement 

-S]) 

]) 

10, Block 
to Ward 4, Section 
634A, Lot 
, Section 

22 
10, Block 

to Ward 6, Section 
1.712, Lot 
, Section 

65 
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Lot 70 to Ward 9, Section 5, 
Block 4066, Lot 24 
Ward 9, Section 5, Block 4066, BCA 1029 
Lot 25 to Ward 11, Section 5, 
Block 438, Lot 24 
Ward 11, Section 5, Block 438, BCA 1030 
Lot 25 to Ward 12, Section 17, 
Block 3837, Lot 106 
Ward 13, Section 1, Block 3538, BCA 1031 
Lot 1 to Ward 14, Section 13, 
Block 349, Lot 26 
Ward 14, Section 13, Block 350, BCA 1032 
Lot 1 to Ward 15, Section 13, 
Block 294, Lot 48 
Ward 15, Section 13, Block 294, BCA 1033 
Lot 49 to Ward 16, Section 10, 
Block 97, Lot 48 
Ward 16, Section 10, Block 97, BCA 1034 
Lot 49 to Ward 19, Section 2, 
Block 136, Lot 48 
Ward 19, Section 2, Block 136, BCA 1035 
Lot 49 to Ward 20, Section 11, 
Block 698, Lot 95 
Ward 20, Section 11, Block 698, BCA 1036 
Lot 96 to Ward 22, Section 11, 
Block 907, Lot 47 
Ward 22, Section 11, Block 907, BCA 1037 
Lot 48 to Ward 24, Section 13, 
Block 124C, Lot 42 
Ward 24, Section 13, Block 124C BCA 1038 
Lot 43 to Ward 24, Section 13, 
Block 1998A, Lot 2 
List of tangibles, credits A-Z 
Supplementary annual rolls Series 2. Baltimore City Assessor Tax Records 
1800-1866 

13 lin. ft. (120 vols.) 
Internal arrangement is roughly by 
street address; 
External arrangement is chronological 
by year. 

These are the intermediate records completed by the 

field assessors for taxation purposes which are arranged 

internally by streets and contain generally the same 

information as the tax books (RG. 4, Series 1). The main 



difference is that internal arrangement and field assessors1 

records often contain modifications and corrections. 

These records were probably maintained by the 

Commissioners of Tax for Baltimore City, appointed for 

periodic reassessments. The creation of the Appeal Tax 

Court (RG.5) in 1841 (and its successor the Department of 

Assessments in 1934) mainatianed similar volumes. The 

records of the Appeal Tax Court are different in that they 

are the rough workbooks carried into the field by the 

assessors (RG.5, Series 2). The records listed below are 

apparently the final copies of these workbooks, including 

changes and a partial listing of alphabetical name indexes. 

The tax books (RG.4, series 1) are the final records based 

on the work of the field assessors and reviewed by the 

various bodies authorized to do so. Researchers should plan 

to examine all three record series for research into the 

general property taxation system of Baltimore. 

Nearly all the volumes listed below contain 

alphabetical name indexes. Other variations have been noted 

where appropriate. These records are restricted to 

microfilm; the BCA number following the description is the 

microfilm reel number. 

1800 For First, Second, Third, Fourth, and Fifth 
Districts. 1 Vol. (BCA 195) 

1806, 1808 Internally arranged by year. 

1808-1810 Information overlaps with volumes for 1806, 
1808 and 1811. 1 Vol. (BCA 195) 

1811 1 Vol. (BCA 195) 



1813 1 Vol. city-wide; volumes for Wards 1-6 
7 Vols. (BCA 195) 

1816 For First District (Wards 1-3) 
Second District (Wards 3-5) and 
Third District. 1 Vol. (BCA 196) 

1816-17 1 Vol. (BCA 196) 

1817 For Wards 9-11. 1 Vol. (BCA 196) 

1817-18 1 Vol. (BCA 196) 

1818 For Wards 6-9. 2 Vols. (BCA 196-97) 

~1?18^19 " " 1 Vol. (BCA 197) 

1819 Contains special listings for Wards 9-11. 
1 Vol. (BCA 197) 

ca. 1820-21 For Wards 9-11. 1 Vol. (BCA 197) 

ca. 1821-22 For Wards 9-11. 1 Vol. (BCA 221). 

1823 For Wards 1-12. 5 Vols. (BCA 221-22) 

1824 For Wards 2, 6-8. 4 Vols. (BCA 222-23) 

1827 For Ward 2. 1 Vol. (BCA 223) 

1836 For Wards 1, 3. 2 Vols. (BCA 223) 

1837- For Wards 4, 5, 7-9. 5 Vols. (BCA 223-26) 

1838 For Wards 10, 11. 2 Vols. (BCA 226)„ 

1839 For Wards 3, 4, 7-12. One volume is entitled 
"A List of real property returned to the 
Mayor on which no personal property can be 
found." 5 Vols. (BCA 227) 

1840 For Wards 1-6. 1 Vol. (BCA 227) 

1841 For Wards 1-3, 5-7, and 9-12. 
8 Vols. (BCA 227-29) 

1843 For Wards 1-12. 1 Vol. (BCA 229) 

1845 For Ward 2. (BCA 913) 

1846 _ For Wards 1-10, 12-20. Ward 13 includes two 
volumes. Additional references to 1852. 
20 Vols. (BCA 231, 242, 244-45)-

1852 For Wards 1-20. Additional references to 
1858. 20 Vols. (BCA 246, 366-69) 



1857 For Ward 4. Additional references to 1867, 
1 Vol. (BCA 369) 

1858 For Wards 1-4, 6-9, 11-14, 16-18, 20. 
Additional references to 1867. 18 Vols. 
(BCA 369-73) 

1866 For Ward 11. 1 Vol. (BCA 373) 

Series 3. Field Assessors' Work Books 1813-1898 
31 cu. ft. (495 vols.) 
Internal arrangement is usually by 
street address; 
External arrangement is chronological, 

Included in this series are the rough workbooks of the 

assessors1 field work in Baltimore. Records include name of 

owner, description of assessed property, occasional diagrams 

of property lines, owners' and assessors' statement of 

value, and miscellaneous notes and calculations of the field 

assessors. 

These records are the preliminary sources for 

descriptions in RG. 4, Series 2. Several volumes described 

below predate the 1841 creation of the Appeal Tax Court, but 

are"included because of similarities. Many gaps exist in 

the records. (Index available for years 1837 through 1846). 

1813 Ward 7 

1837 Wards 3, 5, 9. 3 Vols. (BCA 1608) 

1838 Wards 6, 10, 12, 3 Vols. (BCA 1608) 

1839-40 Ward 12. 1 Vol. (BCA 1608) 

1841 Wards 6-8,' 10-1.1. 12 Vols. (BCA 1608-10) 

1844 Ward 10. 1 Vol. 

1846 Wards 4-8, 12, 18. 9 Vols. (BCA 1610-11) 

1858 Wards 1, 3, 7-8, 10-11, 13, 15-19. 
29 Vols. (BCA 1611-14) 



1866 Wards 2-7, 9-11, 13-14, 16. 35 Vols. 
(BCA 1615-21) 

1876 Wards 1-20, including alphabetical name 
indexes for Wards 1-3, 5-6, 10-11, 13-16. 
113 Vols. (BCA 1622-26; 1643-60) 

1881 Ward 10. 1 Vol. 

1896 Wards 1-22, with street index contained in 
each volume. 286 Vols. (BCA 1661-66) 

Series 4. Baltimore City Assessors' Records 1914-1987 
Arranged Internally by Ward, Section, 
Block and Lot; 
External arrangement is chronological. 

These records are a continuation of the Baltimore City 

Assessors* records described in RG. 4, Series 2 and the 

field assessors' workbooks in RG. 4, Series 3. The 

essential difference is that the sheets are standardized 

forms as opposed to the more informal nature of the other 

records. The records provide names of the owner and street; 

mailing address; location and description of the property 

with a lot number, house number, and size of lot; and the 

values of the lot, improvements, and exemptions. These 

records were maintained by the Appeal Tax Court and the 

Department of Assessments after 1934 (the Department of 

Assessments has been part of the state government since 

1975). 

Researchers using these records will need to know the 

ward, section, and block numbers of the property. This 

information can be obtained from the volumes of Real Estate 



Tax Assessments, published by the city government and by the 

Real Estate Index Bureau of Baltimore and its successors 

since 1928. It is arranged by street address. 

A complete list of these records is maintained at the 

Baltimore City Archives. 

There are assessment volumes for Baltimore and Anne 

Arundel Counties of the areas annexed to the city in 1918. 

These records are from Baltimore County Districts 1, 3, 9, 

and 12-15 for the years 1919-24 and Anne Arundel County 

Districts 3 and 5, 1919-23. 

There are also a number of assessment records for 

public service corporations. 

1919-81 Arrangement by Ward 
(not available on microfilm) 

1982/83 Arrangement by Ward 
Ward 1, Section 1, Block 1738, BCA 5131 
Lot 1 to Ward 1, Section 8, 
Block 1902D, Lot 1 
Ward 1, Section 9, Block 1883, BCA 5132 
Lot 1 to Ward 2, Section 7, 
Block 1847, Lot 55 
Ward 2, Section 8, Block 1772, BCA 5133 
Lot 1 to Ward 5, Section 10, 
Block 1295, Lot 1 
Ward 6, Section 1, Block 1675, BCA 5134 
Lot 1 to Ward 7, Section 1, 
Block 1624, Lot 89 
Ward 7, Section 2, Block 1589, BCA 5135 
Lot 1 to Ward 7, Section 13, 
Block 1621, Lot 81 
Ward 7, Section 14, Block 1622, BCA 5136 
Lot 1 to Ward 8, Section 5, 
Block 1456, Lot 123 
Ward 8, Section 6, Block 1108, BCA 5137 
Lot 1 to Ward 8, Section 19, 



Block 1467, Lot 92 
Ward 8, Section 20, Block 1450, BCA 5138 
Lot 1 to Ward 9, Section 4, 
Block 4088, Lot 41 
Ward 9, Section 5, Block 4021A, BCA 5139 
Lot 1 to Ward 9, Section 17, 
Block 4139B, Lot 5 
Ward 9, Section 18, Block 3935, BCA 5140 
Lot 1 to Ward 10, Section 12, 
Block 1190, Lot 3 
Ward 10, Section 13, Block 1172, BCA 5141 
Lot 1 to Ward 12, Section 6, 
Block 3830, Lot 30 
Ward 12, Section 7, Block 387, BCA 5142 
Lot 1 to Ward 12, Section 20, 
Block 3885, Lot 8 
Ward 13, Section 1, Block 3536A, BCA 5143 
Lot 1 to Ward 13, Section 3, 
Block 3542, Lot 131 
Ward 13, Section 3, Block 3554A, BCA 5144 
Lot 1 to Ward 13, Section 14, 
Block 3672, Lot 48 
Ward 13, Section 15, Block 3575A, BCA 5145 
Lot l to Ward 15, Section 3, 
Block 3002, Lot 21 
Ward 15, Section 4, Block 3022, BCA 5146 
Lot 1 to Ward 15, Section 16, 
Block 3210, Lot 125 
Ward 15, Section 17, Block 3209, BCA 5147 
Lot 1 to Ward 15, Section 26, 
Block 3068, Lot 1 
Ward 15, Section 27, Block 3058, BCA 5148 
Lot 1 to Ward 15, Section 36, 
Block 2323, Lot 55 
Ward 15, Section 37, Block 1, BCA 5149 
Lot 1 to Ward 16, Section 13, 
Block 112, Lot 69A 
Ward 16, Section 14, Block 113, BCA 5150 
Lot 1 to Ward 16, Section 21, 
Block 2482B, Lot 15 
Ward 16, Section 22, Block 2330, BCA 5151 
Lot 1 to Ward 18, Section 8, 
Block 253, Lot 93 
Ward 18, Section 9, Block 220, BCA 5152 
Lot 1 to Ward 20, Section 1, 
Block 120, Lot 111 
Ward 20, Section 2, Block 2201, BCA 5153 
Lot 1 to Ward 20, Section 11, 
Block 698, Lot 118 
Ward 20, Section 11, Block 699, BCA 5154 
Lot 1 to Ward 20, Section 22, 
Block 176, Lot 62 
Ward 20, Section 23, Block 144, BCA 5155 Lot 1 to Ward 23, Section 3, Block 933, Lot 62 Ward 23, Section 4, Block 934A, BCA 5156 



Lot 1 to Ward 24, Section 10, 
Block 2065, Lot 2 
Ward 24, Section 11, Block 2005, BCA 5157 
Lot 1 to Ward 25, Section 3, 
Block 7841A, Lot 100 
Ward 25, Section 3, Block 7841B, BCA 5158 
Lot 1 to Ward 25, Section 6, 
Block 7095, Lot 87 
Ward 25, Section 6, Block 7095A, BCA 5159 
Lot 1 to Ward 26, Section 1, 
Block 6764, Lot 46 
Ward 26, Section 1, Block 6765, BCA 5160 
Lot 1 to Ward 26, Section 15, 
Block 6478, Lot 51 
Ward 26, Section 15, Block 6279, BCA 5161 
Lot 1 to Ward 26, Section 21, 
Block 5989, Lot 38 
Ward 26, Section 22, Block 5989A, BCA 5162 
Lot 1 to Ward 26, Section 35, 
Block 4779H, Lot 72 
Ward 26, Section 36, Block 4179D, BCA 5163 
Lot 1 to Ward 27, Section 1, 
Block 5898H, Lot 126 
Ward 27, Section 2, Block 5770, BCA 5164 
Lot 1 to Ward 27, Section 4, 
Block 5555, Lot 256 
Ward 27, Section 4, Block 5555, BCA 5165 
Lot 256 to Ward 27, Section 11, 
Block 5026C, Lot 59 
Ward 27, Section 12, Block 3706, BCA 5166 
Lot 1 to Ward 27, Section 18, 
Block 4626A, Lot 103 
Ward 27, Section 18, Block 4629, BCA 5167 
Lot 1 to Ward 27, Section 22, 
Block 4232, Lot 264 
Ward 27, Section 22, Block 4232, BCA 5168 
Lot 206 to Ward 27, Section 27, 
Block 4218, Lot 73 
Ward 27, Section 24, Block 5326, BCA 5169 
Lot 1 to Ward 27, Section 39, 
Block 5267, Lot 54 
Ward 27, Section 41, Block 3973D, BCA 5170 
Lot 1 to Ward 27, Section 51, 
Block 5140M, Lot 100 
Ward 27, Section 51, Block 5140N, BCA 5171 
Lot 1 to Ward 27, Section 63, 
Block 5071A, Lot 9 
Ward 27, Section 64, Block 5088, BCA 5172 
Lot 7 to Ward 28, Section 3, 
Block 3823, Lot 17 
Ward 28, Section 3, Block 8326, BCA 5173 
Lot 1 to Ward 28, Section 5, 
Block 8227A, Lot 4 
Public Service Commission BCA 5174 
to Tangible A-Z 

1983/84 Arrangement by Ward 



Ward 1, Section 1, Block 1738, BCA 5073 
Lot 1 to Ward 1, Section 13, 
Block 1860, Lot 82 
Ward 1, Section 14, Block 1741, BCA 5074 
Lot 1 to Ward 4, Section 3, 
Block 576, Lot 44 
Ward 4, Section 4, Block 571, BCA 5075 
Lot 1 to Ward 6, Section 15, 
Block 1727, Lot 92 
Ward 6, Section 17, Block 1711, BCA 5076 
Lot 1 to Ward 7, Section 16, 
Block 1657, Lot 90 
Ward 7, Section 17, Block 1625, BCA 5077 
Lot 1 to Ward 8, Section 9, 
Block 1179, Lot 53 
Ward 8, Section 10, Block 1494, BCA 5078 
Lot 1 to Ward 8, Section 20, 
Block 1453, Lot 36 
Ward 8, Section 20, Block 1454, BCA 5079 
Lot 1 to Ward 9, Section 4, 
Block 4088, Lot 41 
Ward 9, Section 5, Block 4021A, BCA 5080 
Lot 1 to Ward 9, Section 17, 
Block 4139B, Lot 5 
Ward 9, Section 18, Block 3935, BCA 5081 
Lot 1 to Ward 10, Section 13, 
Block 1175, Lot 36 
Ward 11, Section 1, Block 406, BCA 5082 
Lot 1 to Ward 12, Section 7, 
Block 3612, Lot 34 
Ward 12, Section 8, Block 3800, BCA 5083 
Lot 1 to Ward 12, Section 20, 
Block 3885, Lot 8 
Ward 13, Section 1, Block 3536A, BCA 5084 
Lot 1 to Ward 13, Section 10, 
Block 3463F, Lot 29 
Ward 13, Section 11, Block 3434, BCA 5085 
Lot l to Ward 14, Section 12, 
Block 379, Lot 30 
Ward 14, Section 13, Block 329, BCA 5086 
Lot 1 to Ward 15, Section 11, 
Block 300C, Lot 88 
Ward 15, Section 12, Block 37, BCA 5087 
Lot 1 to Ward 15, Section 23, 
Block 3123D, Lot 39 
Ward 15, Section 24, Block 3100B, BCA 5088 
Lot 1 to Ward 15, Section 32, 
Block 3341, Lot 65 
Ward 15, Section 33, Block 3307, BCA 5089 
Lot 1 to Ward 16, Section 6, 
Block 2528E, Lot 38 
Ward 16, Section 6, Block 2528E, BCA 5090 
Lot 39 to Ward 16, Section 19, Block 2455, Lot 178 Ward 16, Section 20, Block 2442, BCA 5091 Lot 1 to Ward 18, Section 3, 



Block 170, Lot 126 
Ward 18, Section 4, Block 171, BCA 5092 
Lot 1 to Ward 19, Section 11, 
Block 710, Lot 11 
Ward 19, Section 12, Block 245, BCA 5093 
Lot 1 to Ward 20, Section 8, 
Block 2145C, Lot 82 
Ward 20, Section 9, Block 239, BCA 5094 
Lot 1 to Ward 20, Section 19, 
Block 2275C, Lot 82 
Ward 20, Section 20, Block 2222, BCA 5095 
Lot 1 to Ward 22, Section 7, 
Block 688A, Lot 8 
Ward 22, Section 8, Block 874, BCA 5096 
Lot l to Ward 24, Section 7, 
Block 1936, Lot 96 
Ward 24, Section 8, Block 1941, BCA 5097 
Lot 1 to Ward 24, Section 12, 
Block 2004, Lot 127 
Ward 24, Section 13, Block 1919, BCA 5098 
Lot l to Ward 25, Section 4, 
Block 6899A, Lot 4 
Ward 25, Section 4, Block 7471, BCA 5099 
Lot 1 to Ward 25, Section 6, 
Block 7119, Lot 66 
Ward 25, Section 6, Block 7120, BCA 5100 
Lot 1 to Ward 26, Section 1, 
Block 6855, Lot 75 
Ward 26, Section 1, Block 6871, BCA 5101 
Lot 1 to Ward 26, Section 16, 
Block 6320A, Lot 1 
Ward 26, Section 17, Block 6320E, BCA 5102 
Lot 1 to Ward 26, Section 22, 
Block 6042J, Lot 140 
Ward 26, Section 22, Block 6042K, BCA 5103 
Lot 1 to Ward 26, Section 38, 
Block 5922, Lot 1 
Ward 26, Section 39, Block 5906, BCA 5104 
Lot 1 to Ward 27, Section 1, 
Block 5894H, Lot 126 
Ward 27, Section 2, Block 5750, BCA 5105 
Lot 1 to Ward 27, Section 4, 
Block 5555, Lot 217 
Ward 27, Section 4, Block 5555, BCA 5106 
Lot 218 to Ward 27, Section 12, 
Block 5075, Lot 9 
Ward 27, Section 13, Block 3585, BCA 5107 
Lot 1 to Ward 27, Section 18, 
Block 4808A, Lot 30 
Ward 27, Section 18, Block 4808B, BCA 5108 
Lot 1 to Ward 27, Section 21, 
Block 4582, Lot 24 
Ward 27, Section 22, Block 4200, BCA 5109 Lot 1 to Ward 27, Section 23, Block 44291, Lot 46 Ward 27, Section 24, Block 5326, BCA 5110 



Lot 1 to Ward 27, Section 39, 
Block 5267, Lot 54 
Ward 27, Section 41, Block 3973D, BCA 5111 
Lot 1 to Ward 27, Section 55, 
Block 5219, Lot 32 
Ward 27, Section 56, Block 5137, BCA 5112 
Lot 1 to Ward 27, Section 68, 
Block 4983C, Lot 13 
Ward 27, Section 69, Block 4756, BCA 5113 
Lot 1 to Ward 28, Section 4, 
Block 8420, Lot 28 
Ward 28, Section 4, Block 8421, BCA 5114 
Lot 1 to Ward P.S.C. Block 72030, 
Lot 80 
Tangible A-V BCA 5115 
Tangible W-Z BCA 5116 

1984/85 Arrangement by Ward 
Ward 1, Section 1, Block 1728, BCA 4605 
Lot 1 to Ward 1, Section 13, 
Block 1860, Lot 82 
Ward 1, Section 14, Block 1741, BCA 4606 
Lot 1 to Ward 3, Section 9, 
Block 1428, Lot 75 
Ward 4, Section 1, Block 566, BCA 4607 
Lot 1 to Ward 6, Section 14, 
Block 1726, Lot 94 
Ward 6, Section 15, Block 1709, BCA 4608 
Lot 1 to Ward 7, Section 15, 
Block 1655, Lot 88 
Ward 7, Section 16, Block 1641, BCA 4609 
Lot 1 to Ward 8, Section 7, 
Block 1477, Lot 119 
Ward 8, Section 8, Block 1137, BCA 4610 
Lot 1 to Ward 8, Section 20, 
Block 1460, Lot 69 
Ward 8, Section 21, Block 1462, BCA 4611 
Lot 1 to Ward 9, Section 17, 
Block 4066A, Lot 7 
Ward 9, Section 6, Block 4019, BCA 4612 
Lot 1 to Ward 9, Section 17, 
Block 4139B, Lot 5 
Ward 9, Section 18, Block 3955, BCA 4613 
Lot 1 to Ward 10, Section 11, 
Block 1222, Lot 17 
Ward 10, Section 12, Block 1185, BCA 4614 
Lot l to Ward 12, Section 5, 
Block 3642C, Lot 2 
Ward 12, Section 6, Block 3622, BCA 4615 
Lot 1 to Ward 12, Section 19, 
Block 3876, Lot 43 
Ward 12, Section 20, Block 3856, BCA 4616 
Lot 1 to Ward 13, Section 7, 
Block 3417, Lot 137 
Ward 13, Section 8, Block 3418, BCA 4617 
Lot 1 to Ward 14, Section 5, Block 305, Lot 1 



Ward 14, Section 6, Block 307, BCA 4618 
Lot 1 to Ward 15, Section 1, 
Block 3085B, Lot 70 
Ward 15, Section 2, Block 2732, BCA 5117 
Lot 1 to Ward 15, Section 6, 
Block 30858, Lot 60 
Ward 15, Section 7, Block 2306, BCA 4619 
Lot l to Ward 15, Section 18, 
Block 3269, Lot 21 
Ward 15, Section 19, Block 3262, BCA 4620 
Lot 1 to Ward 15, Section 28, 
Block 2874, Lot 8 
Ward 15, Section 29, Block 2812, BCA 4621 
Lot 1 to Ward 16, Section 1, 
Block 558, Lot 126 
Ward 16, Section 2, Block 42, BCA 4622 
Lot 1 to Ward 16, Section 16, 
Block 67, Lot 17 
Ward 16, Section 17, Block 2487, BCA 4623 
Lot 1 to Ward 16, Section 25, 
Block 2365, Lot 51 
Ward 17, Section 1, Block 396, BCA 4624 
Lot 1 to Ward 19, Section 5, 
Block 194, Lot 90 
Ward 19, Section 6, Block 180, BCA 4625 
Lot 1 to Ward 20, Section 4, 
Block 2548, Lot 37 
Ward 20, Section 5, Block 2113, BCA 4960 
Lot 1 to Ward 20, Section 14, 
Block 2164, Lot 22 
Ward 20, Section 15, Block 177, BCA 4961 
Lot 1 to Ward 21, Section 4, 
Block 768, Lot 154 
Ward 21, Section 5, Block 767, BCA 4962 
Lot 1 to Ward 23, Section 7, 
Block 985, Lot 1 
Ward 23, Section 8, Block 1002, BCA 4963 
Lot 1 to Ward 24, Section 12, 
Block 2004, Lot 127 
Ward 24, Section 13, Block 1919, BCA 4964 
Lot 1 to Ward 25, Section 3, 
Block 7899A, Lot 4 
Ward 25, Section 4, Block 7471, BCA 4965 
Lot 1 to Ward 25, Section 6, 
Block 7116, Lot 57 
Ward 25, Section 6, Block 7117, BCA 4966 
Lot 1 to Ward 26, Section 1, 
Block 6826, Lot 56 
Ward 26, Section 1, Block 6826, BCA 4967 
Lot 57 to Ward 26, Section 13, 
Block 6299B, Lot 46 
Ward 26, Section 14, Block 1716, BCA 4968 
Lot 1 to Ward 26, Section 20, Block 6167, Lot 148 Ward 26, Section 20, Block 6169, BCA 4969 Lot 1 to Ward 26, Section 29, 



Block 4134A, Lot 3 
Ward 26, Section 30, Block 6129, BCA 4970 
Lot 1 to Ward 26, Section 44, 
Block 6072R, Lot 31 
Ward 27, Section 1, Block 4150, BCA 4971 
Lot 1 to Ward 27, Section 3, 
Block 5689, Lot 2 
Ward 27, Section 3, Block 5689, BCA 4972 
Lot 2 to Ward 27, Section 8, 
Block 3969M, Lot 136 
Ward 27, Section 9, Block 52670, BCA 4973 
Lot 1 to Ward 27, Section 16, 
Block 4908, Lot 220 
Ward 27, Section 16, Block 4908, BCA 4974 
Lot 201 to Ward 27, Section 20, 
Block 4624, Lot 53 
Ward 27, Section 21, Block 4515, BCA 4975 
Lot 1 to Ward 27, Section 23, 
Block 4293, Lot 280 
Ward 27, Section 23, Block 4908, BCA 4976 
Lot 221 to Ward 27, Section 37, 
Block 5463, Lot 24 
Ward 27, Section 37, Block 5463, BCA 4977 
Lot 25 to Ward 27, Section 53, 
Block 5156A, Lot 34 
Ward 27, Section 54, Block 5127, BCA 4978 
Lot 1 to Ward 27, Section 65, 
Block 5099A, Lot 12 
Ward 27, Section 66, Block 5076, BCA 4979 
Lot 1 to Ward 28, Section 3, 
Block 8361, Lot 29 
Ward 28, Section 3, Block 8361, BCA 4980 
Lot 30 to Ward 28, Section 5, 
Block 8127A, Lot 4 and PSC Block 
7230, Lot 10, to PSC Block 7230, 
Lot 80 and Tangible A-B 
Tangible C-T BCA 4981 

1985/86 Arrangement by Ward 
(not available on microfilm) 

1986/87 Arrangement by Ward 
(not available on microfilm) 

Series 5. Supplementary Assessors Field Book 
1907-1915 

Bulk Dates 1912-1913 
18 ft. (245 vols.) 
Arranged by Ward, Plot Number, 
Precinct and Block 

These records are similar to those described in Series 

2. However, the format is rougher (paperback notebooks 



gatherd together) and the information more detailed. Data 

given for each property includes amount of original 

assessment and of new assessment, description of the 

structure, (e.g. "2SBB," meaning two story brick building), 

and the assessed value of the lot and the improvement. 

Block diagrams showing lot boundaries and structure type are 

available for some properties as are letters and other 

documents relating to the assessment process. 

A complete list of these records is maintained at the 

Baltimore City Archives. 
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RG 5 

APPEAL TAX COURT 
(1841-1947) 



R6. 5 APPEAL TAX COURT 1841-1947 

The Appeal Tax Court was created in 1841 as a result of 
legislation enacted by the Maryland General Assembly 
reviving direct taxation for state use. This municipal body 
which was annually appointed by the Mayor with the approval 
of the City Council, consisted of the collector and two 
assessors. The court was authorized to review the 
assessments, allow transfers of property, correct assessment 
errors, and make abatements when loss or destruction of 
property occurfed. Its main task was to annually survey the 
city to discover new property susceptible to taxation. 

The form and function of the Appeal Tax Court seems to 
have remained essentially the same with few minor changes. 
Between 1861 and 1866 the tasks of the commissioners for 
opening streets (laying out, opening, extending, widening 
and straightening streets) were appended to this body. 
Between 1846 and the late 1870!s a Board of Control and 
Review existed when general reassessments were to be 
compiled. This body was given all the duties of the Appeal 
Tax Court review including appeals and the recording of 
alterations and corrections. However, when the work was 
completed, records and functions were reassumed by the 
Court. Commencing in the mid-1870's plats were submitted to 
the court to enable the examination of building permits. In 
1898, under the new municipal charter, the court became a 
division of the Department of Review and Assessments and 
Appeals. The Appeal Tax Court finally came to an end in 
1947. Its duties were assigned to the Department of 
Assessments and the Board of Municipal and Zoning Appeals. 
The Department of Assessments took over the responsibilities 
of "discovering, assessing and listing all real and personal 
property" and the Board of Municipal and Zoning Appeals 
assumed all complaints and appeals regarding assessments. 

More detailed information about the functions of the 
Appeal Tax Court is available in ordinance 1 (1841); 
ordinance 9 (1844); ordinance 71 (1846); ordinance 4 (1861); 
article 4, sects. 842-50, Public Local Laws of City of 
Baltimore, comp. John Prentiss Poe (Annapolis: State of 
Maryland, 1890); sects. 145-71, 1898 charter; article 4 
sects. 146-71, Public Local Laws (City of Baltimore), comp. 
Horace E. Flack (Baltimore King Bros. Inc. 1938); and 
article 4, sect. 123, Charter and Public Local Laws of 
Baltimore Cityf comp. Horace E. Flack (Baltimore: King Bros. 
Inc. 1949). 



There are a few volumes of records preceding 1841. 
Although not technically part of the Appeal Tax Court these 
documents which were similar and few in number have been 
maintained over the years as part of the series described 
below. 



Series 1. General Administrative Files 1839-1865 
1.1 cu. ft. (4 boxes) 
Arranged sequentially by 
HRS assigned numbers 

These are incomplete records pertaining to the general 

functions of the Appeal Tax Court, including review of 

assessment appeals, abatements, assessors1 reports, notes 

pertaining to buildings subject to taxation, insolvencies, 

lists of bank, turnpike company, and railroad and industry 

stockholders, sales of properties for back taxes, and work 

of the board of control and review. Also included is an 

unindexed group of miscellaneous administrative material 

dating from 1839 to 1851. 

Records span from 1839-54, 1856, 1860-62, and 1864-65. 

See separate item index. 

Series 2. Minutes of the City Tax Commissioners 
1825-1827 

1.5 lin. in. (1 vol.) 
Arranged chronologically 

Meetings of the commissioners about tax assessment 

complaints, changes in assessments, and tax sales. 

Series 3. Abatement Ledgers and Journals 1824-1885 
3 lin. ft. (29 vols.) 
Arranged chronologically and by the 
name of tax collector 

A series of overlapping ledgers and journals recording 

abatements of assessments and other results of the appeal 



process. Volumes generally show the reasons for the 

assessment reductions, the amount, and miscellaneous notes 

regarding the case. The journals, consisting of 20 vols., 

cover 1824-32, 1841-62, 1867-71. 

Series 4. Assessment Additions and Exemptions 
1842-1866 

7 lin. in. (4 vols.) 
Arranged internally by street address; 
External is chronological 

Incomplete series of records recording new properties 

available for assessment, taxation, and exemptions. Volumes 

for additions cover 1842-45, Wards 1 through 10, and 

1858-66, Ward 19. Each volume contains a name index. 

Series 5. Appeal Tax Court Dockets 1898-1905 
3.5 lin. in. (5 vols.) 
Arranged alphabetically by 
name of corporation 

Dockets, including notes of case, petitions, and 

decisiions. Each volume contains a name index. 

Series 6. Maryland Corporation Stock Records 
ca. 1861-1914 

11 lin. in. (4 vols.) 
Arranged alphabetically by 
name of corporation 

Record of shares owned by city residents including name 



of corporation, number of shares, value per share, and 

aggregate value. Records are maintained to assist 

assessments. 

Series 7. Property Transfers and Releases 
1813-1857 

10 lin. in. (7 vols.) 
No visible arrangement 

Records for 1813-35, 1847-52, and 1857 of transfers and 

releases of property noting parties involved, description of 

property, and value of property. Records were maintained to 

assist assessments. Each volume has a name index. 

Series 8. Mortgage Releases 1853, 1855-1869 
1 lin. ft. (13 vols.) 
Arranged chronologically and 
alphabetically by grantee 

Record of mortgages exchanged between parties with 

value of mortgage. Records maintained to assist 

assessments. 

Series 9. Property Judgement Records 1849-1867 
8.5 lin. in. (5 vols.) 
Arranged chronologically and 
alphabetically by grantee 

Record of judgements in Court of Common Pleas and 

Baltimore City Superior Court relating to property, 

mortgages, and stocks. Records are maintained for the use 

of the Appeal Tax Court in assessments. 



Series 10. Baltimore City Stock Record 1856 
1 lin. in. (1 vol.) 
Arranged alphabetically by 
stockholder's name 

Record of holders of the Baltimore City six percent 

stock issued for the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. Record 

shows name of owner and value of stock. Maintained for the 

use of the Appeal Tax Court in assessments. 

Series 11. Appeal Tax Court Letterbook 
8 March 1853 - 18 August 1854 

1 lin. in. (1 vol.) 
No visible arraangement 

Correspondence of the Appeal Tax Court with the City 

Collector, Register, Auditor, State Treasurer, and State 

Comptroller. Subjects include abatements, assessments, 

Maryland direct taxes, and stocks. 

Series 12. Minutes of the Board of Control and Review 
8 June 1846 - 7 May 1847 
1 June 1858 - 29 March 1859 
5 March 1900 - 5 June 1901 

4 lin. in. (3 vols.) 
Arranged chronologically 

Minutes of this board with reference to reassessment of 

the city property. Includes information on legislation, 

instructions to assessors, supervision of assessors, 

appeals, and related problems in the completion of work. 



Series 13. Tax schedules of the State Deposit and Trust 
Company for 1907 - October 1906 

1 lin. in. (1 vol.) 
Arranged by schedule 

Includes financial information pertaining to abatements 

and assessments of personal and estate property managed by 

this company. 

Series 14. Minutes of the Board of Arbitration 
March 1859 - February 1863 

1 lin. in. (1 vol.) 
Arranged chronologically 

Volume details the activities of the board's 

responsibility to adjust and correct disputed tax 

assessments with information pertaining to a number of 

specific cases. 

Series 15. Assessments Against Banks, Distillers, and 
Incorporated Companies 1901-1914 

1.5 lin. in. (1 vol.) 
Arranged by business type and thereunder 
chronologically 

Record of tax assessments charged by the State Tax 

Commissioners with collection information. 



R6. 6 CITY AUDITOR 1852-1862 

The position of City Auditor was created in 1852 to 
audit the municipal tax and assessment collections, work 
formerly done by the City Register. In 1853 the work of the 
City Auditor was changed to the collection of tax 
arrearages, formerly done by the City Collector, and the 
auditing duties were returned to the City Register. This 
Office of City Auditor was abolished in 1857 with the 
creation of the City Comptroller in an effort to streamline 
the municipal financial machinery. Since a considerable 
number of accounts remained open, the auditor continued to 
function until 1859, when all responsibilities were then 
transferred to the City Comptroller. In 1860 the City 
Auditor's position was briefly revived - this time as a 
joint position with the Comptroller; by 1862, however, all 
the work of the auditor had been absorbed into the Offices 
of Collector and Comptroller. The modern City Auditor's 
Office dates from 1926 and the establishment of a Department 
of Audits has no relationship with this earlier position. 

For more information about the City Auditor see Ord. 58 
(1852); Ord. 17 (1853); Ords. 10 and 60 (1855); and Ord. 8 
(1857). See also references to the office in Jacob H. 
Hollander, The Financial History of Baltimore (Baltimore: 
Johns Hopkins Press, 1899) . 



Series 1. Journal 19 March 1853 - 3 March 1855 
3 lin. in. (1 Vol.) 
Arranged chronologically 

Daily account of tax receipts and various other 

financial transactions. Volume generally shows work of City 

Collector, Appeal Tax Court, City Commissioners, and the 

other municipal agencies. 

Series 2. Cash Books 1854, 1856 
4 lin. in. (3 Vols.) 
Arranged chronologically 

Record of the collections of tax arrearages showing 

owner and amount of arrearage. Individual volumes for state 

and city taxes for 1854; cash book for 1856 does not 

indicate either form or tax. 

Series 3. Tax Sales Record 1855 
1.5 lin. ft. (1 Vol.) 
Arranged chronologically 

Daily account of property sold at auction for tax 

arrearages. Information includes a complete description of 

the property, name of the highest bidder, and amount of bid. 

Series 4. City Auditor's Correspondence 
June 1856 - January 1859 

(1 Box) 
Arranged chronologically 

This series contains the City Auditor's and City 



Collector's daily reports to the City Register, describing 

property sold at public auction for tax arrearages and for 

the opening and paving of streets. Information includes a 

complete description of the property, the names of the 

property holder and highest bidder, an account of the sale, 

and the name or names of the streets to be opened or paved. 

Series 5. Reports 1857-1859 
2.25 lin. in. (1 Box) 
Arranged sequentially by 
HRS assigned numbers 

Monthly reports of tax arrearages collected and monies 

expended by the auditor, as well as interest accrued. The 

purpose for which taxes were collected include public 

schools, courts, city poor, internal improvements, pumps, 

and paving and grading. Expenditures most frequently listed 

are tax refunds, auditor's commissions or checks, public 

printing, coroners' inquisitions, and jurors* orders. 



RG.7 C i v i l Se r v i c e 
C o m m i s s i o n 

( 1 9 1 9 - P r e s e n t ) 



RG. 7 CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION (1919-PRESENT) 

The Baltimore City Civil Service Commission, known as 
the City Service Commission until I960, was created in 1919 
by an amendment to the City Charter. Three unpaid 
commissioners were appointed by the Mayor for six years each 
and these commissioners annually elected one of their number 
as president. A salaried Chief Examiner, who acted as both 
the Secretary of the Commission and the Administrator of 
Examinations, was initially appointed by the commissioners, 
but later hired on the basis of an examination. 

The creation of the commission in 1919 marked the 
culmination of a lengthy effort to organize the employees of 
the city. This body was authorized to classify and 
reclassify all municipal jobs (with the exception of Mayoral 
appointments and appointments involving teaching or 
supervisory work) and to make appointments based on a merit 
system. In 1946 the commission also was given power to 
establish additional laboring classes as it deemed necessary 
and was authorized to rule on classes involving job 
performance and on both individual and group appeals 
concerning such matters as leave, dismissals, and transfers. 
The maintenance of a list of eligibles was required, as well 
as an annual report to the Mayor. 

The Baltimore Civil Service Commission was instrumental 
in the establishment of a general municipal pension and 
retirement system in 1926. This plan was the first of its 
kind in Baltimore and provided retirement, disability, and 
death benefits for municipal employees. A board of trustees 
determined the eligibility of employees for this retirement 
fund and was authorized to allow city employees credit for 
service prior to 1926. The retirement of Baltimore civil 
service employees at the age of seventy was made mandatory 
with the creation of this retirement fund. 

Although there were sporadic attempts to improve the 
efficiency of the commission from its beginning, the first 
successful effort came in 1954. An independent company was 
hired by the commission to develop a classification, wage, 
and salary survey to determine the effectiveness of the 
commission. Additional studies were conducted in subsequent 
years in an effort to modernize city personnel functions. 
From 1960 to the present, the commission has concentrated on 
issues pertaining more to special interest groups than to 
individuals and its improved efficiency. Through all of 
this the form and function of the commission has remained 
basically the same from 1919 to the present. 



More detailed information about the Baltimore City 
Civil Service Commission can be obtained from Ord. 553 
(1926); Ord. 584 (1934); Rules of the City Service 
Commission, adopted June 1952, p. 7; and the Baltimore City 
Charter of 1946. 



Series 1. Minutes, Baltimore Civil Service Commission 
1 9 1 9 _79cu. f t . ^ns^qes "BCA sssa 

Arranged chronologically 
Available on 24 reels of microfilm 
(BCA 2-25) 

Entries from 1919 through 1922 describe general 

organizational matters such as the establishment of the 

administration of the commission and job classification 

guidelines. The minutes from 1922 through 1950 are 

concerned with both the classification and reclassification 

of city jobs including decisions made by the commission 

regarding transfers, leaves, and dismissal appeals of 

individual civil service employees. A few group appeals are 

also described in the minutes of 1932-50. From 1939 until 

1947 the minutes describe the effect the Second World War 

had on the commission, especially the labor shortage and new 

rules pertaining to the military service of city employees. 

Entries from 1950 until 1973 generally describe the 

commission's actions with regard to examinations and from 

1967 to the present, special meetings for individual 

appeals. Group appeals (some concerning racial 

discrimination) are described more freguently in the entries 

from 1950 to the present. 

These records are restricted to microfilm (BCA 2-25). 

Minutes after 1973 are available in the offices of the 



commission and eventually will be transferred to the 

Baltimore City Archives. 

Series 2. Medical Examiner Diary 
January - December 1929 

1 lin. in. (1 vol.) 
Arranged chronologically 

Daily records of medical examinations performed by John 

Gindwood on potential employees of the municipal government. 

Includes listings of daily visits, examinations, rejections, 

acceptances, and travel mileage. 

Series 3. General Correspondence 1966-1974 
.70 cu. ft. (1.5 boxes) 
Arranged chronologically 

Mostly outgoing letters of Thomas J. Murphy, personnel 

director of the commission. Outgoing letters of commission 

employees Harry Smith, Joseph Caplan, and Austin Henning are 

also present along with a limited amount of incoming mail. 

Subjects discussed cover many aspects of civil service 

policy formulation and administration including: federal, 

state, and local legislation; disciplinary actions; 

complaints; affirmative action programs; negotiations with 

employee unions; and position reclassifications. 

See also Series 4 for related materials. 



Series 4. Subject Correspondence 1921-1978 
Bulk Dates 1966-1975 

3.4 cu. ft. (7.5 boxes) 
Arranged by subject 

Central files of the commission including 

correspondence, reports, forms, legal documents, and printed 

material concerning the personal needs of the municipal 

departments and comprehenseive policy formulations and 

changes. 

See also Series 3 for related material. A complete list of 

file folder headings is available at the Baltimore City 

Archives. 

Series 5. Personnel File Cards 1920-1976 
Bulk Dates 1920-1955 

118 reels of microfilm 
(BCA 691-798; 1187-1189; 1216-1222) 
Arranged alphabetically by surname 

There are six types of personnel file cards: cut-off 

tickets, temporary appointment cards, laborer cards, entry 

tickets and commission roster cards. All of the cards 

include employee name, address, classification, department 

where employed, employee number, and salary. The laborer 

ticket provides payroll information and roster cards include 

sick leave, vacation, changes in employment status, and 

absentee and efficiency records. Cards for deceased and 

pensioned employees are arranged separately. 



This is not a complete listing; for additional coverage 

see Series 6-9. 

Certain restrictions apply to the use of these records. 

Series 6. Labor Registration Bureau Registration Cards 
1935-1954 

3 reels of microfilm (BCA 799-801) 
Arranged chronologically and 
alphabetically thereunder by surname 

The cards include employee name, address, age, race, 

marital status, sex, registration number, and the type of 

labor permissible. For additional coverage see Series 5 and 

7-9. 

Certain restrictions apply to the use of these records. 

Series 7. Classified Applications 1920-1974 
Bulk Dates 1920-1966 

69 reels of microfilm (BCA 802-870) 
Arranged chronologically and 
alphabetically thereunder by surname 

Forms completed by applicants for municipal employment. 

Information includes name, address, age, experience, medical 

history, and education. For additional information see 

Series 5, 6, 8, and 9. 

Certain restrictions apply to the use of these records. 



Series 8. Roster Index Cards of Ex-employees 
1920-1965 

19 reels of microfilm (BCA 871-889) 
Arranged alphabetically by surname 

Partial listing of individuals formerly employed by the 

municipality. Information includes type of work performed, 

classification, department, and date of fitness test. For 

additional coverage see Series 5, 6, 7, and 9. 

Certain restrictions apply to the use of these records. 

Series 9. Roster Cards 1926-1957 
6 reels of microfilm (BCA 890-895) 
Arranged alphabetically by surname 

Cards indicate employee classification, salary, sick 

leave, vacation time, and payroll record. This is an 

incomplete listing of municipal employees. For additional 

coverage see Series 5-8. 

Certain restrictions apply to the use of these records. 

Series 10. Medical Services Division 
Administrative Subject Files 1941-1978 

1.1 cu. ft. (2.5 boxes) 
Arranged by subject 

Correspondence and reports divided into two separate 

groups. The first relates to the disability compensation 

and accident clinic established under the Central Payroll 



Division in 1945. This agency worked with municipal 

employees who claimed workmen's compensation or who required 

first aid treatment for on the job injuries. The second 

group of records pertains to the present day medical 

services division, which was formed in 1966 by merging the 

disability compensation and accident clinic with the Civil 

Service Commission's pre-employment physical examination 

clinic. 

See separate container list available at the Baltimore 

City Archives. 

Series 11. Personnel Piles 1977-1979 
36 reels of microfilm 
(BCA 1091-98; 5130; 5180-82; 5210; 
5212-20; 5223; 5230-32; 5236; 5240; 
5344; 5354; 5356-57; 5359-61; 5367) 

Individual files relating to persons employed by the 

municipality. Information provided varies but can include 

entry and cut-off tickets, employment applications, 

documents relating to Civil Service Commission hearings, and 

forms for attendance, efficency ratings and roster cards. 

Also available are letters pertaining to commendations, 

dismissals, layoffs, resignations, retirements, and other 

personnel actions. 

Certain restrictions apply to the use of these records. 



Series 12. Fire Department Roster Cards 1920-1957 
2 reels of microfilm (BCA 1213-14) 
Arranged alphabetically by surname 

Two separate listings of Fire Department personnel. 

Reel 1213 covers the period between ca. 1920 to ca. 1952 and 

provides the name, address, application number, status 

changes (primarily pay increases and disciplinary measures), 

and attendance record for each firefighter listed. Reel 

1214 dates from 1957 (the material appears to cover this 

year only) and provides the name, salary, classification, 

address, and date of birth for all firefighters listed. 


