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MARYLAND.
Commences her lar route on Tue,
next. Leaving Bnltim”xoure at Ze’¢loek for A'ld:’l-
polis, Cambridge and Easton; returning, leat
ing Easton at7 oclock for Cambridge Answ
polis and Baltimore. On Moﬂd:yqﬁln Bak
timore at 6 o’'clock, returning, leave Chester
town at t o’clock the same day. On- Sanday the
l?th April, she will leave Baitimoreat 9
o'clock for Annipolis only, returning, lar
Annapolis at } past 2 o’clock; continuing this

:oz;}e throughon:i ;he season, -_
: assage to and from An ‘
MnrcE 28, g e 5
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ormerly occupied by Capt THomis, §i
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will be made a ‘eoin!&if;gl_’c and *agreesbls
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or Day, on moderatq tevme, .
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JONAS GREEN, > ’ - | of the Department, as to secure more effectu- dﬁ reneral funds of the Department, qut of ch the question with a canfidence -
: i - TR 4,300 | ally a proper application of its fands, and to | w cftbe expenses of the road were defrayed; | tioned to the sincerity of their convictions.
Church-Streetyidnsiapolis. Making tozether the total prevent in all cases, a diversion of any part | and there are now standing on the books of | ¢‘Is not the number of Navy Yards’
U S, of_hg"‘:gfb oha i g M:!Nﬂnt of them from their legitimate objects.. To | the office, a balance of 81,405 67 against the than is consisteat either with economy, oF the -~ “iF
PRICE—TMREE POLLARS PER ANNUN, e ebts and bad correct abuses in the privile of franking, | first, and against the other of these roads a | wants of the service?” - Shciaie: | 20
T - Which ;‘;m' o s sl g B 8310,830 :r;\(ic‘hobad pm:ai:;d to u‘::ocxlllu erable extent, balmc; of 81,946 65; making ;bg'ethcr, the To nixinuln;nybonlo p.rd.:?und the nam<’ g £,
AL, DOCUMENTS i = : prevent others, which were inning | sum of 83,352 32, on account of moneys ad- | ber neces or buildisg an uiping .qur -
OF bove mentioned balance of 541,680 to show themselves, it was thought ::gledien% vanced by the Department, and for which it [ ships with“ge utmost desps eqd‘l:nxsn no
REPOKT OF THE. POSTMASTER GENERAL. |1 .0ceq the actual bal Sa to issue’ a circular to Postmasters, calling [ is still accountable 2s so much money inhaad, view, be, considered ag consigtent cither with
Post Orrice DerarTuesT, _ lat of;ﬁi&c 1;29 ance, on the . their ‘special attention to the subject, and | though these accounts originated twenty-three economy.or the wants of the service.
24th November, 1829. § The frncﬁb'ﬁ’i.' t.h" o . 8250,850 { enjoining renewed vigilance and energy on [ years since. These facts evinced a radical It is obyjops that the greater number of
Bs in this stimement being omitted. | their part. This circular, bearing dafe the | defect in the system of financial operations of | Navy-Yards, thie: greater must ne ily be

To the Presidént of the United States:

Sir: 1 hufe‘;hesbonun?c?‘ submitthe follow-

ipg report of the State of this De ment.
i 5l‘hepo(}eneral Post Office wupl::ubliahed
July 26,<1775. Theére was then but one line of
sts, extending from@almouth in New-Eng-
ﬁnd, to Savannah, in Gcorgia; «ud the Post-
master General was authorized to establish
such cross podts as ho should think proper.

In October, 1782, the Postinaster General
was required, by act of Congress, to cause the
miil to be carried once a week to all the Post
Offices; and by the same Act he was autho-
rized to make provision for the transmission
of newspapers by mail.

When the Federal Government was orga-
pized under the present Constitution, in 1789,
the Post Office establishment was revised and
perpetuated.  There were then, and to the
close of 1790, only seventy-five Post Offices
in the United States: And the extent of
Post Roads in the United States, in 1790, a-
mounted to 1875 miles. Now, the number of
Post Offices is eight thousand and four, and
the Post Roads amount to 113,000 miles.

The first line of mail coackes in the United
States, was established in pursuance of an
Act of Congress, paseed Scptember 7, 1785,
extending from Portsmoutb, in New Hamp-
shire, to Savannah, in Georgia. The trans-

rtation of the mail in coaches amounts at
this time, to 6,507,818 miles in one year, and
from the first day of January next, it will be
incrcased to 6,785,810 miles. The whole
yearly transportatio of the mail in coaches,
sulkies and on horseback, amounts to about
15,700,000 miles.

The whole amount of Postages, (the only
source of revenue to the Department,) from
1789 to July 1, 1829, was 826,441,496

The whole expenses of the De- 3
partment, during the same period
were as follow: >

Compensation to
Postmasters 87,829,925

Incidental Expen-
8es,

Transportation of
the Mail,

896,967

16,052,513
—_— 24,779,405
Leaving an aggregate amount of
revenue, of . 81,662,91
The Revenue of the Department is account-
ed for, as follow:
Amount of the several pay-
wments into the Trefisury from

1789 to 1828, $1,103,063
Amount of the losses in the -
transmission of moneys during
the same period, 17,348
‘Balance as exhibited on the
books of the Department, on the
first of July, 1829, > 541,680
21,662,091

From this statement it appears that the De-
partment has always been sustained by its own
resources and that no money has, at any time,
been drawn from the Treasury for the trans-
rtation of the mails: but that it has contri-
u revenue of the Government.

paid into the Treasury by the
diffe ostmaster Generals are as follow:
By Timothy Pickering, {rpnt

December, 1793 to March, 1795, 47,499
By Joseph Habersham, from- =
June, 1795 to September, 1801, 563,310
By Gideon Granger, from De- ;
cnlx; r.RLBO_l,‘tngidcmber 1{818. 291,579
y Retym-J, Meigs,- from
March 1814; to June 1823, 387,209
By John MtLean, from July,
1823, to December, 1828, 13,466
Making fogether, the foregoing
iachi e B8 81,103,063

. The balance, of 8541,680, exhibited by the
books of this Department, on. the-1st of July,
1829, cavers 4ll.the balances due from Post-
‘masters and ofhers, of eﬁp? description,
which haye been accumulating for forty years,

ipclu those of the most doubtful, and ma-
zofl esperate character. The Report of

e Tats Postmaster Gencral exhibited a ba-
lance of 8332,105,10, as the amount of avai-
Jible. at the disposition of the Depart-

ment, on the 1st of July, 1828. The amount
Clhlbd!:ed by the books o&uw ge 5 ment on
. it day, is 8616,394 m which it appears
,ﬁ:the'nm of 8 9, offold balances,
;. Was estimated to be either desperate, ot of so

¢ Vacertain a chasscter, as that no rcliance

¢o31d be. kgd:npon-an t of ity and it is be-
lieyed, ﬁ:t:gmu{im that, this estimate
did 2ot esgentially vary from what will prove
ba ) a} amonnt of losses from

&

s i $284,289
due -for :
}o’pb;l,b».lau,
" ne,es5

The amount of moneys on hand due from
Postmasters, including judgments obtained on
old accounts, was reported by the late Post-
rlnsa;ter General to be, on the first day of July,

570,033 37

He also reported an excess of -
expenditures bevond the amount
of receipts for the year ending
the 1st of of July, 1828, of 87,927 27
Leaving a balance of moneys
on hand, and due from Postmas-
ters,in:luding judgments obtain-
ed on old accounts, on the 1st
of July, 1328, of
The amount of
postages from July
1, 1828, toJuly 1,

1829, is found to
81,707,418 42

be
The expendi-
tures of the De-
partment for the
same period, are
as follow:,
Compensation te
Postmasters,
8559,237 28

8332,105 10

Trans-
portati-
onofthe
Mail, 1,155,646 21
Taci-
dentalex.
penscs, 69,249 08
—1,782,132 57

Shewinfg, in the a-

mount of expendi. -

tures from July 1,

1828, toJuly 1, 1329,

an excess beyond the

amount of reverue,

admitting that every

cent of “postags of

the last year shall be
collected, of

Add  a-

mount of

bad debts

—as Dbe-

fore men-

tioned, $22,235 5@
Add a
mount o
bad mo-
ney,

@ Leaving the true balance of a-
vailable funds at the disposal of
the Department, on the 1st of
July, 1829, provided no farther
losses shall be sustained in the
collection, viz:

Cash in deposite, 136,448 86
Balance due from
Postmasters and
others,

874,714 15

4,306 358
26,541 88°
8101,256 03

94,400 21
$230,849 07

It appears, therefore, that the funds of the
Department suffered a diminution, from July
1, 1828, to July 1, 1829, of 8101,256 03.

- In this result, all the collections made of:
former debts, as well as all losses ascertained
within the year, are comprehended.

The expense far transporting the mail, by
reason of thc increased facilities contracted
fur, before the commencement of the present
year, from January 1to July 1, 1829 exceed-
ed the expense for transportation during the
corresponding period of the preceeding year,
867,333; and the expenditures of the Depart-
ment for the same period, being the first half
the current year, had there been no increase
of postages, would have excceded its revenue
68,681, equal to $137,362, for the year. The
actual excess of expeuditure, however, owing
to the increase of revenue for the half year
cnding July 1, 1829, amounts to but 849,778, -

55.
When I entered upon the duties of the De-
ent, on the 6th of April last,.I found
the contracts had been made, and the respon-
sibilities of the Department incurred, for the
whole of the ¢turrent year, and from one to
four-years in prospect, in the most expensive
sections of the country. It appeared necessa-
ry, therefore, to direct the energies of the De-
partment principally to the great object of
sustainin operations, in the engagements
whieh'-it{nd alréady contracted, by its own
resources. This could be effected only by
iforting ‘a “strict observance ofthe law on
the‘part of Postmasters, in preventing, so far
¥ practicable, all abuses, and'in accounting,

er increase of expense, except in gases
7 e pabls

absolutely dempnaded by c interest;

larly and pros , for all the moneysco- |
;f:- h&’myby guarding wgainst all

18th of May last, has not been without its ef-
fect. The Postages accounted for by Post-
masters are aceumulating in an increased ra-
tio, which promises advantageous results.—
The proceeds of postages for the quarter end-
ing June 30, 1829, exceed the amnount for the
'correepundmg(}uar(er of 1828, by $50,376 59.
The accounts for the quarter ending the 30th
of September last, are not all examined, but
80 far as the examination has proceeded, it
promises a proporticnate increase.

e contracts for transporting the mail in
the States of Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, Ten-
nessee, Alabama, Mississippi, and Lousiana,

one section, will expire with the current year.
"The rapid increase of population and of busi-
ness in those sections of country, required
considerable improvements in the frequency,
the celerity and the mode of transporting the
mail on the leading rontes, for which provision
has been made in therenewal of the contracts.

The mail communication between New Or-
leans and the Seatof the General Goverment,
by way of Mobile and Montgomery, in Alaba-
ma, and Augusta in Georgia, will, from the
commencement of the ensuin year, be effect-
ed three times a weck, affording comfortable
conveyances for travellers, and the whole tri
performed in the period of two weeks, eacg
way, through the capitals of Virginia, North-
Carolina, South-Carolina, and Georgia.

Lines of four horse post coaches will aldo
be established from the first day of January
next, to run three times a week, both ways,
between Nashville and Memplis in Tennes-
sce. This improvement was decmed important
to keep a regular and certain intercourse be-
tween the Western States and New Orleans,
M.mphis being a point on th:~ Mississippi to
which steamboats can come at all seasons of
the year; it being contemplated to extend this
line to New-Orleans by steam-boats, so soon
as the means of the Department will justify,
and the public interest shall require it. To
give greater utility to this improvement, a
weekly line of coaches will also be establish-
ed at the same time, from Florence in Alaba-
ma, (where it will connect with the line from
Huntsville) to Bolivar, in Tennessee, at which
Foint it will form a junction with the line
rom Nashville to Memphis.

Such improvements are alsogprovided in the
transportation of the mail through Indiana,
Illineis, and Missouri, as that the lines of
stages three times a week between Louisville,
in Kentucky, and St. Louis, in Missouri, will
connect the correspondencc and the travelling
in a period of two days less than the time now
occupied; and continue the line to Fayette,
beyond the centre of Missouri, within the
same time which is now ullowed for reaching
St. Louis. A weekly line of stages wiil also
%o into operation on the first of January next,
rom Fayette to Independence, ncar the West-
ern boundary of that State.

These, with other improvements provided
for by the contracts which have just been
made, will add 277,992 .miles to tgxe annual
transportation of mails in stages. E

Notwithstanding the increased expense
which these additional services would require,
the new contracts have been made, including
all the improvements, for 19,195 37 peran-
num leds than the sum paid under the expir-
ing contracts, for e -transportation of the
mail in that section. ‘The advantigeous terms
of these contracts will effect a saving to the
Department of about twenty-five per cent, in
proportion to the services to be performed.

n entering the department, my attention
was, at an early day, drawn to the manaer in
which its funds were received and disbursed.
Circumstances expired at the very threshold
of this inquiry, which indicated a looseness
and irresponsibility entirely incompatible with
that system which ought to characterize every
bnncg of the public service. Moneys had been
advanced in ‘Eﬂ'creﬁt ‘persons contrary to law';
andgznonz_. in the immediate employment of
the Department, who receive stir’uhted sala-
ries, defined and appropriated by law, had
received moneys in advance from the funds of
the De ent, beyond the allowances so
l:l.q'id , and which had not becn appropriat-

There stands at this day, on the books of
the Department, a balance of 82,164 16, for

the Department, beyo compeasation pro-
vided by law, to different officers and clerks,
who had been employed, but who have left
the service; the greater of which will

y never be collected. A considerable
number of accounts stand open against other
individuals, for moneys advanced, some of
whom are ‘now.unknown to the ' De ent.
An act of Congress, of April 21, 1806, appro-

1us on the routets

tiomr of the Presidenty whioUksluated the Post

and the Territory of Arkansas, constituting |

moneys formerly advanced out of the funds of | pape

Frhtad 6,400, dollars for'rbv‘:;'_i_;-gﬁ :l;: r:;:g.

the Departinent. -

It appeared that all the funds of the De-
partment were received and disbursed by one
of the assistants, while the Postmaster-Gene-
ral was held reaponsible in law, for their pro-
per application.  The Assistant had it in his
power at all times to withdraw, or furnish, for
the use of others, the funds of the Department
to a large amount, without the knowledge of
its head, or of any other person attached toit.
There was no check upon any such transac-
tions, nor any thing connected with the avs-
tem calculated to bring them to light. The
Assistant inade deposites of part of the funds
in difterent banks, subject to his individual
checks; and retained a partin his own bands,
but to what amount is not shewn by any docu-
ment, or record in the Department. On the
change of the system, there was found in an
iron coffer, in” his possession, the sum of
819,876 89, consisting uf 319 94 in specic,
and 819,857 791 in bank notes, certificates,
and checks. Of this sum 82,633 76 were
found to be counterfeit, and 81,672 62 were
in notes of broken banks, and of no value. A
part of the remainder is of very doubtful cha-
racter. Such as was not ascertained to be
zood, has been sent to the different States
fram which it issued, for the purpose of deter-
mining its value, and rendering it available;
but what proportion of it will be found worth-
less or depreciated, is not vet learned.

The necessity of an entire change in the
mode of conducting this business, was most
obvious,

Directions have been given, that the money
appropriated by law for the payment of sala-
ries, shall never be united with the funds of
the Depart:nent, but that it shall be drawn up
by an agent appoiuted for that purpose, an
applied directly to the object for which it is
appropriated; so that the persons receiving it
shall have no accounts opened on the books of
the Department. ‘This will effectually pre-
vent advances and over-payments on that head
in future.

It was important to devise a system by
which no moneys should be received ur dis-
bursed, or in any manner come within the con-
troul of any one individual; but that all mo-
neys should be paid into the Department by
certificates of deposite in banks, and that no-
thing could be drawn from such deposites, not
even by the head of the Department, without
the signature of two distinct officers of the
Department, eachacting independently of the
other, and both certifving to the correctness
of the ack.  Also, that the transfer of moneys
from Postmasters to Contractors, should be
subject to the same guard, and require, in
like manner, the investigation and signature
of two distinct officers of the Dzpartment. It
was likewise necessary that the system should
embrace a rule which should require Postmas-
ters to account promptly for the proceeds of
their offices, and prevent an accumulation of
postage in their hands. This has been done,
and it is believed that the moneys of this De-
partment are now as effectually protected as
those of any other Department in the Govern-
ment.

The observance of the system which has
been adopted, will require additional labour,
but it is deemed essential to the security and
prosperity of this departinent.

I g.u‘e the honour to be, with great regard,
your obedient servant. .~ W. T. BARRY.

&P Cre—
DOCUMENPS ACCOMPANYING THE
PRESIDENT 8 MESSAGE.

Navy Yards—present and propoicd.

Navy Commissioners’ Ogrice,
19th October 189¢.
Sin—The Commissioners of the Navy have
given to the subjects to which, by your letter

of the 18thult you were pleased to direct
their in d’i the attention and conside-
ration their limited opportunity and
time admitted, and they now respectfully sub-
mit the result. =

The plans of the several Navy Yards indi-
cate the improvemeuts made in each—consist-
inm of officers’ quarters, store houses, ship
houses, blacksmiths' shops, timber sheds, tim-
ber docks, spar sheds, &c. with the dry docks
in progress at Norfolk and at Boston; and the
ner A will shew the number and description
of ships in ordinary, and the state and condi-
tion of cach.

“The query as to the number of Navy Yards
now established and in opecration, is éne of
such importance as to command the most ear-
nest attention and investigation. The Com-
missioners are fully sensible that its discussi-
on may excite strong local fgeliﬁrdnd_t{wx
are aware of the responsibiht{ any opiaion
they may express upon the subjects but refer-
i cxc( unbiassed. dictates theit
: ?&mwﬁ in the performance of an important
official duty, and claiming the indulgence

usively to

the expensé.”” A , uséd for eral par-
poses, that is, forﬁdir{ , repairing, qu‘i‘
ping, and victualling a N:gu’y. requires n

a full set of officers to superintend it, nlthougz
it may be only occasionally used for such pur-
poses. The principle of accountability in each
yard being necessarily the same, the same sys-
tem of checks must be maintained, whether
the amount of the expenditure be large or o+
therwise. In yards, not constantly used for
geneml. urposes, some of the subaltern offi-
cers might, probably be dispensed with; but

the aggregate amount of expenses, if we keep
in view the preservation of system.

Were we to disregard economy, plausible
reasons might be assigned, even for an increas-
ed number of yards. It might be urged that
multiplying their number, would multiply the
chances of reaching one of them in cases of
emergency—such as distress in storms or dis-
asters in battle; but when we look to the lo-
calities of our present yards, there are but
few of them that cag clzim a decided- prefe-
rence, even on this, the most favourable, yut
certainly fallacious view of the subject. The
harbour of Boston can be entered only w.ien
the wind shall happen to be fair. Its snow
storms in winter, ita fogs in spring and fall,
present serious, and’ frequently insuperdle
difficulties. The same objections apply, with
considerable force, to Portsmouth, gf lbmp-
shire. New York, Philadelphia, and Pensa-
cola, are all objectionable, as neither of them
is easily accessible; and the two latter cannot
be entered by ships of great draught, even at
high water.

f the number of Navy Yards were confin-
ed to the number necessary for the service, in
peace or in war, many advantages would re-
sult. The cxpenses would be-reduc-d, and
efficiency greatly promoted; system and uni-
formity ‘might be more eusily preserved, and
the accountubility of ‘those having the direc-
tion, rendered more certain and precise. B{
reducing the number of yards, more wor
would necessarily have to be done at each.—
This would enable the Government to con-
centrate artificcrs, ship carpenters, and other
necessary mechanics, and give them constant
emplu_vment; and the Government would haye
in its power to select and retain in its service
the most valuable, at fixed and moderate wages.
We should escape the incomyeniences to which
we are now expoused, by employing mechanics
at su many different puints to execute the pub-
lic works, and discharging them when such
works are done.

This state of things not only compels us
frequently to pay uigh wages, but to ~ccept
the services of inferior men—those possessing
the most skill become discontented when dis-
charged, and will never returg, unlcss from
necessity. By haviog few J’h, and th.se
judiciously arranged, and provided with (ie
Neccssary conveniencies, much might ve gain-
in the amount of daily lavwr performed —
Ship carpenters, and other mecnani.s, work-
ing under cover, can not only do more wirk

t day, but lose no time from raiuy or vther
inclement weather—a consideration importaat,
to the Government, and calcul . tv render
employment in its service an object of codi-
petition with the.best men. iy

While no time would be lost when workmzi
undet cover, without a _cov:git.il.beli"
that for sis months of the year the work per
week would not average more than 4} days,
thus occasioning a loss of oné-fourth of times
to save which, mechanics would readily lﬁb“
to probably 10 per cent less wages—while a
ship built under cover is worth probably-25
per cent mgye than when built in the open ain
constantly exposed-to san and rain. !
It would be difficult to estimate fully the
value of chosen bodies of mechanics, selected
for their skill and industry, and mﬂd with
every necessary convenience, faithfully to'ex
cute the public works in the best manner
in the shortest gxme. In peace economy would,
be greatly promoted—in war, the est'in-
terests of our country would be subserved.,

Among other considerations claiming atten-,
tion, it may be obscrved, that, by reducing the
number of Navy Yards, many mate suita-
ble for the construction of small vessels would,
in the building of Jarge ships, .be saved. In
the present state of things such mugz are
distribated amo:fw_ nun{ Yards thil the ex-
pense and difficulty of collecting them #it any
one point, frequently exceeds their valie.

Viewing thisquestion thenin reference to the
expense, and to the eficiency of our raval estab-.
lishment, the Commisgioners sre (fecided’l('bf
the opinion, that the preseat number of 2

economy or the wants of theservice.”
The question here arises~ .number pf
Navy Yards doesthe Navy,. ¢ in ita pree
sent’ y statey feqpire, to ep-
i acilities ne-

rom Athe: e )
6,000:dollars for the ro: ween Nashrille
Fand Natchexs to be e inder the direc-

which o liberal commanity will pot fail to ex-

not in sufficient number to affect, materially, -

Yards is ¢‘greater thanis cansistent either with*

e T




