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ABSENT WITHOUT LEAVE:--
. From_the Military Sketch Book.
¢ Inmany, if not in-most, -of the-re-
giments of our army, there is to be
ound a sort of officer who is a privi-
leged oddity,—who takes liberties
with all his brethren of the mess with
impunity, and who pockets every
thing short of a blow with™ the best
possible humour. In general, the
individuals of this description are de-
signated in the mess-room vocabula-
ry, “Good-tempered OQld Stagers,”
and ¢O0ld Stickers,”” meaning there-
by, that they can ¢¢go’’ at the bottle,
and ¢‘stick at the table’ ’till ¢all’s
iblue.” e
One of these, a Quartermaster of
infantry, with a nose of the genuine
Bardolph ¢omplexion, a rosy and e-
ternal smile, a short figure, and a big
head, having dined with a party of
brother officers at the Three Cups,
Harwich—the day on which his re-
giment marched into the barracks of
that. town—vras inthe best possible
spirits; so much so, that he gave the
bottle no rest until about eleven o’-
clock; and became ¢‘glorious,” just
as the company broke up—right or
wrong he would go along with three
of the youngcst subalterns to ramble
by the sea-side in the moon shine.
having been ¢‘so long i’ the sun.”
They permitted him reluctantly;
perhaps, indeed. because they could
not prevent him; but when the par-
ty got down to the place where pas-
sengers and goods are usually em-
barked, the Quartermaster became
totally overpowered, and sank sense-
less into a snore. The officers whom
he accompanied could-not think of
carrying his corpus back to theinn;
nor were there any persons near
whom they could employ for the
purpose; one of them opened the
door of a private carriage which
stood near, “unshipped’” from its
wheels—ready for embarkation, and
in a moment the sleeper was bundled
into it, where he was left to his re-
pose with the door fast shut upon
him.

‘Next morning at daybreak (about
three o’clock) the coach, with its
contents, was put on board the Ham-
burg packet, and stowed away at the
very g:mom of the hold; in half an
bour after this the vessel put to sea.

For the whole of.the day the pack-
et had a brisk breeze, and at mid-
night was a good hundred miles a-
way from Harwich;a dead calm set
in.” It was a beautiful night in July,
and the passengers were not all gone
to béd; some walked the deck, and
others sat below at cards—every
thing was silent, except the rattling
of the -ropes as the ship yielded to
the smooth and gentle swell of the
sldeping North Sea.. About this time,
the . Quartermaster, it is supposed,
awoke; at least he had not been heard
before to, utter his complaints, pro-
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y i the cabin st first
thought it was one of the siilorsina
chest,: and’ ealled the;captain, wha
d had been that iumoment
‘examining into the cause of " the un-
eartbly sounds, and had mustered his
crew all of ‘whom wcre on deck, as
much astonishéd’ as he' was=nay,
more 8o, for one of them, a Welsh-
man, felt convinced that the“¥oice
proceeded from the speaking trump®

former shipmate, “who had died in
ill will with him.” ~

. “Hallo—o0—o—o!”’—Murder!"’~
Murder!”’ now rose upon all ears; as
if the volte were atthe bottom of the
sea. The Welshman fell upon his
knees, and begzed forgiveness of his
injured and departcd friend David
Johes; the rest of the crew caught a
slight tinge of hjg fears, and paced
sbout in couples’to and fro; some
that it was below the rud-
der, and others that it was at the
mast head. The passengersone and
all, hurried on deck; in short, none
on board, not even the Captain and
the oldest seamen, were free from a-
larm; for they had searched &very

discovering the cause of their terrors,
and-the hold, it was evident, could
not contain an extra rat, it was so
crammed with luggage, &c. ¢Let
ms ovt you d rascals! let me
oufi=lét meout, I say!” screamed
the, foicé with increased vigor.—
These exclamations;the Welchman
declared w'g'é.a d to devils,,
that were tormentipgzhis deccased
enemy David; and.he uttered a fer-
vent prayer for the peace of the wan-
dering and unhappy sou{;'but a dif-
ferent idea was awakened in the
mind ofthe Captain by the words
“Let me out!” «There issomébody
packed up in the hold!”’ exclaimed
he; and instantly ordering the.men
to follow him down, all begam-to
remove the upper layer of articles;
which being done, the voice became
louder and more distinct. "
“YWhere are you?”? bawled the
Captains
¢I’m Here ina coach, d
answers the Quartermaster.
The mystery was now solved, and
the Welchman made easy; but no
one could imagine how a human be-
ing could have got into the carriage.
Howe er, satisfaction on this point
was not to be waited for; so the men
fell to work, and after about half an
hou™®s hard exertion, succeeded in
disencumbering the vehicle. They
then proceceded to unpack the Quarter-
master,\3whose astonishment amount-
ed almost to madness, when he found
that he had not only bean confired
to a coach. but in aship, and that the
said ship was then in the middle of
the German Ocean.
It was impossible to put back to
Harwich, so no remedy was left the
little fat gentleman but to proceed to
the end of the vovage, and to take a
passage back from Hamburg as soon
as possible. This was bad enough;
but his hopes of an early return werea,
almost destroved by the setting in of
adverse winds, which kept the ves-
sel beating about in a most bile
brewinganda stomach stirring ocean,
‘or ten days and nights; during
which time, when not sea-sick, the
Quartermaster was employed in pro-
foundly meditating how he could
have got into the coach; and even af-
ter paving taken the opinion of the
<3ptain, the crew, and all the passen-
gers, upon the matter, he felt himself
as much in the dark as ever. .The
last thimg fie could recollect of ¢‘the
land he had left,”” was that he had
dined and wined at the “Three Cups,’
what followed was chaos.
* But the worst of the affair, deci-
dedly, was that the day on.which be
had been put to sca was on the 22d
of the month, and as it was impossi-
ble for him to make his appearance
with his regiment on the 24th, he
knew he must, as a matter of course,
be reported ¢*Absent without leave”’
at head quarters, and that he would
most probably be superceded. This
reflection was even worse than the
weather to the Quartermaster, though
the rough sea had already almost
“brought his heart up.””.”; ‘However,
he great hopes of being able to
‘| join his . regiment on the 10th of the
.| following  month—the - next return
day—an h; bs-hdue :gpl’guﬁon, he
though he might con ve to, prevent
1perTs ~Ten days of this time
was; . however, consumed . before he

n you;’
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then only :n!f.ofhiséxwm' rsion was
over; all"his. hopes rested ‘upon 2
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t the wh—eng;g his passage
to Enslmd—-hid in amt?l:, and
all thmf'
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habitable place in the vessel without |’

uick passage to e
4 This, howevet, the Fates deniéd
him; for having drawn on the agent

necessary—the  packet,
was leaving Hambu

was run: foul of by a ﬁve—hundreri
ton ship, and so much injured that
she was obliged to put back, and the
tinfortunate Quarter-master was thus
campelled to wait a fortnight for
another opportunity of returning to
England.  He was not only delayed
beyond the 10th return day but be-
yond the following 24th—and when
he did arrive, he fou.d that he had
been not only superseded by the
Commander-in-Chief, but considered
dead by all his friends and relatioas.
Hawever, on personally applying
for. reinstatement, he obtained it,
and once more joined his old corps at
Harwich, where he many a night
amused the mess with the recital of
his trip to sea in the coach; which
was always given with the most ef-
fect when he was half seas over.

Tortures of the Inquisition.
The following description of the
principal_species of torture used in
the Inquisition, is from an abridg-
ment of Llorent’s History of the
Spanish Inquisition.

A subterranesn vault, to which
they descended by an infinity of
windings, -yvas the place appointed
for the application of the torture.—

The profound silence which reigned
in this chamber of torment, and the
terrible appearanceof theins‘ruments
of punishment, feebly seen by the
vacillating light of two flambeaux,
must neccssarily have filled the mind
of the victim with a mortal terror.
Scarcely had he arrived, before the
inquisitors and exccutiouers, who
were clothed with long robes of sack-
cloth, and their heads with a hood
of the same stuff, pierced with holes
-for the &yes, mouth and nose, seized
ana stripped himi cven to his shirt.—
Then tHe inquisitors, joining hypo-
crisy to cruelty, exhorted the vic-
tim to confess his crime; and if he
persiste(f..in denying it, thev order-
ed that the torture should he appli-
ed in the manner, and for a length
of time, which they deemed proner.
The inquisitors never failed, in case
of injury, death, orfracture oflimbs,
to protest that'the acts was to be im-
puted to the accused alone.

There were threc modes of mak-
imi trial: the cord, fire and water.

n the first case, thev tied the
hands behind the back of the pati-
ent, hy means of a cord passed
throtigh a pulley attached to the
roof, and the executioners raised
him up as high as possible. After
having left him some time thus sus-
pended, they loosened the cord,. so
that the unfortunate prisoner fell sud-
denly within half a footof the ground.
This terrible jar dislocated all the
joints; and the cord cut the wrists &
FFentered often into the flesh, even to
the very sinews.—This punishment,
which was renewed every hour, left
the patient without pawer and with-
out movement; but it was not until
after the physician of the Inquisiti-
on had declared that the sufferer
could no longer support the torture
without dying, that the inquisitors
remanded him to prison. There
thoy left him a prey to his own suf-
ferings and to despair, till the mo-
ment that the holy office had pre-
pared for hiin a torture still more
horrible.

The second trial was made by
means of water. The executioners
stretched their victim in a2 wooden
instrument of torture, in the form of
a spout, fitted to receive the body of
man, without any other bottom than
a stick which traversed it, and on
which the body, falling backwards,
was bent by the cffect of the machi-
nery, and took such a position that
the feet were:higher than the head.
It resulted from this situation that
respiration became very painful, and
that the patient suffered the most |
dreadful agonies in all his limbs, inj|
consequedes of the pressure of the:
cords, the knots of which penctrated
ioto-the flésh, and caused the blood’
to flow, even before they had em-

erve] position that the- executioner
introduced, st - the -bottom of the
throat of; the victim® of piece of fine
linen, wet, a f which M

\

D‘ﬁ;ﬁvﬁhﬁ%f the .crew;
3 Awenty - misutes the

seta oot on'the German shore; and
e , ,

ployed the bands.. It was in’this}had

ed the water into the mouth & nose,
and then left' it to filter sa ‘slowly,
that on€ hour, at least, was exhaust-.
ed, before the sufferer had swallosved
a drop, although it trinkled" without
interruptien. %hus the patient found
no interval for respiration. . At every’
instant he made an offer to swallow,
hoping to give passage to a little air;
but as the wet linen was so placed as
to prevent this, and to cause the wa-
ter; at the same time, to enter by
the nostrils, it will be perceived that
this new combination must necessa-
rily place great diffieulty in the way
of the most important functions of
life. Thus it often happened that
when the torture was finished, they
drew the fine linen from the throat
all stained with the blood of some of
the vesscls which had been ruptured
by the struggles of the unfortunate
victim. It ought to be added, that
at every instant a powerfularm turn-
ed the fatal lever, and at each turn
the cords which surfounded the arms
and the legs, penctrated even to the
bones.

If, by this second torment, they
conld obtain no confession, the in-
quisitors afterwards had recourse to
fire. To make this trial, the execu-
tioners commenced by tyingthe hands
and feet in such a manner that the
sufferers could not change their

sition: they then rubbed the feet
with oil and lard, and other pene-
trating substances, and placed them
before the fire, until the flesh was so
roasted that the bones and sinews
appearcd in all parts’t.

.

African Cascade on the Orange
River.—Having crossed the south-
ern branch, which at this season is
but an inconsiderable creek, we con-
tinued to follow the Korannas, for
several miles, through the dense
acacia forests, while the thundering
sound of the cataract increased ate-
verv sten. At length we reached
a ridge of rocks, and found it necessa-
ry to dismount, and follow our guides
on foot.

It seemed as if we were now en-
tering the untrodden vestibule of one
of nature’s most sublime temples,
and the untutored savages who guid-
ed us, evinced, by the awe and cir-
cumspection with which they trod,
that they were not altogether unin-
fluenced by the genius loci. They
repeatedly requested me to keep be-
hind, and follow them softly, for the
precipices were dangerous for the
feet of men; and the sight and sound
of the cataract were so fearful, that
they themselves regarded the place
with awe, and ventured but seldom
to visit it.

At length the whole of them halt-
ed, and desired me to do the same.
One of them stepped forward to the
brink of the precipice, and having
looked cautiously over beckoned me
to advance. I did so, and witness-
ed a curious striking scene, but it
was not yet the gvaterfall. It wasa
rapid, formed by almost the whole
volume of the river, compressed in-
to a narrow channel of not more than
50 yards in breadth, whence it de-
scended at an angle of nearly 45°
and rushing tumultuously through
a black ang' crooked chasm among
the rocks, of frightful depth, cs-
caped in a torrent of foam. My
swarthy guides, although this was
unquestionably the first time that
they had ever led a traveller to view
the remarkable scenery of their coun-
try evinced a degree of tact, as cice-
roni, as well as natural fecling of
the picturesque, that equally pleased
and surprised me. Having forwarn-
ed me that this was not yet the wa-
terfall, they now pioneered the way
for about a, mile farther along the
rocks, some of them keeping near,
l-and continually cautiomn% me. to

look to my feet, as a single false step
might precipitate me into the raging
abyss of waters; the tumult of which
scemed to shake even the solid rocks
around us.
. At'length we halted, as before,
and the next moment I was led to
. projecting rock, where a scene burst
upoti mé, far su ng my . most
Banguine expectations. The whole
"water of &e rivg:‘ éexecp:w‘ whnl es-
capes: by, the subsidiary channel we
5 c'ro{'nd, and, bm;’ similan. gne

y.north side;) being previ
Jy confined fo°a bed- of - searee~
iy gna hundred feet, i

scends aty once in

g Vi
the nostrils. - 'They afterwards turn-

cade of full m’hﬁﬁ?ﬁ Teet”

height., 1'stood  npon &-cliff¥he
level with the to %m Ind
rectly in fmngpr jt. + "THe hiah
the evening sun fell upon the cascal
and occasioned a most splengid-pauns.
bow; while the va mists arid
ing from the broken roar of the: We~
terfll, and the tumultious_boiling
and whirling of the steam below,
striving to escape along its d
dark, and narrow th,;grmqi al
gether a combination of besuty and
grandeur, such as I never before wit-
nessed. As I gazed on this stupen-
dous scene, I felt as if in adveami—
The sublimity of nature drownied all
apprehensions of danger; and, aftera
short pause, I hastily left the ‘Bpot
where I stood to gain a nearer view
from a cliff that impcnded over the
foamipg gulf. Ihad just reached this
station, when Isfélt myself graiped
all at once hy four korannas,-who
simultaneously seized hold of mé by
the arms and legs. My first impres-
sion was, that they were going to
hurl me over the “precipice; but it
was ‘a momentary thought, and it
wronged the friendly savages. They
are themselves a timid race; and they
were alarmed, lest my temerity
should lead me into danger. They
hurried me back from the brink, and
then explained their motive, and
asked my forgiveness. I was not
ungrateful for their care, though
somewhat annoyed by their offici-
ousness. —Thompson’s Southern Af-
rica.

Cure for )/le Heart-Burn.

DR Hall, an. English- comedian

of facetious memory, having run up
a long score with a widow, who
kept a tavern, and having no pros-
pect of wiping it offbut by marrying
her, became very melancholy for
fear of not succeeding. Mr. Waik-
er observing it, and suspecting the
cause; asked him how he did?
“Very ill, Tommy, very ill indeed.”
‘Pray sir, what is your disorder?’
“The heart burn.” ¢Oh I understand
you,’ replied Mr. Walker, ‘the wi-
dow.” The old man fetched a deep
sigh, and departed. A few daysaf-
ter, the widow consenting, they
were marricd. Mr. Walker waited
on his friend, to pay his compliments
of congratulation, and jocosely said
to bim, ‘How do you do now, sir?’
The old man wetting his finger, and
making a long stro%e upon the ta.
ble, cheerfully answered, ‘perfectl
well, Tommy, chalk and.water, is
the best cure in the world for the
heart burn.’

Doctor Ifoadley Ashe, was ne-
phew of Dr. Hoadley who wrote
«The Suspicious Husband.”” T had
the pleasure of sitting next to Dr.
Ashe at dinner, whed he began a
story with—¢As eleven of my
daughters and I were crossing Picca-
dilly”—¢Eleven of your daughters,
Doctor?’”’ I rather rudely interrupt-
ed. “Yes, Sir,”” rejoined the Doc-
tor, ¢I have ninetcen daughters all
living; never had a son; and Mrs.
Ashe, myself, and nineteén female
JAshe plants sit down one-and-twen-
ty to dinner every day. Sir, I am
smothered with petticoats.””—[He
meant +2sAes no doubt.]

Women. e
The gnod government of fan os

leads to the comfort of commuan ﬁes

and the welfare of the state.  Ofigve-
ry domestic circle, home, tha o’
of purest and dearest joy, hon a.

empire of women. There shie plins,
directs, performs the acknowledged
source omignity andfelicity. Where
female virtue is most pure, female -
sense most inproved, female deport-
ment most correct, there is most pro-
priety ofsocial manners. _ The early__
years of childhood, these most pre-
cious years of life and opening séa-
son, are confined to woman’s super-
intendance, she thercfore ‘may be
presumed to lay the foundation of
all the virtue, and all the wisdom,
that enrich the world. L
Eng. Lit"Gaz.
W

Aoking “aniu TS

A middle aged gentleman paiil his 2
addresses to a very, young Jady; hut - -
when hou}}éd h;ﬂin' nted n;a#hm L2y
refused. —Haviogaequainteda ngigh- |
boaring tlergyman’ with: bisrdissp- . ° -
. inm*e(h?ha,ﬁw&gd thebolldwing + %
lacdiie “spiritud) ‘ungweroEy:s
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