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MISOELLANY.

rom Ackerman’s ‘Forget me Not.!
THE ATTACKED ESCORT.
A SPANISH SCENE,
In 1810, 1 was in the French
rvice, and ordered with my regi-
hent to Bayonne.  Frequent con.
ove were sent forward into Spain,
ficiently numerous to keep off
\e Guerillas; and to one of those 1
as attached on its way to Andalu.
a. Qur convoy Was strong; a
prps of infantry, dragoons and ar-
llery, escorting a long train of
aggons with stores. Our march
as through a fine part ol tie
vom: o'clock Vit untry, and in the finest season of
NI Gragesd e year—the close of spring. “'e
R = el 1 eeded slowly, and had (ull lei-
{ Chamieryf‘Saleﬁ P ure to cé.jny the Ialqd!capel.l l’I‘he
s i . o oSl icagag Bpanish Sy ring realizes all those
olto pnbli.e'tlo'; at-HutitedtFad fifees blue & splendid ll_mahme. lhns_c
53:.;. in thezity of Anurpolieusge Bblcwsomed fields, & light anmd deli.
rovd - ioth-dap-ol,~Febmasyiicious airs, that in other lande are
vext, sll the right. title snd interésha il arcely more thap the language of
Susannah Elliott, formerly Sdsam oetry.
Nicholsop, tn and toa tractar'p The convoy moved with the usu.
f i military precautions, though it
as too strong to be liable to a
Guerilla attack. e could not,
owever, prevent desultory skir.
hishes in the defiles, by which we
ost same men. Even this, insome
egree, aldded to the interest of our
harch, On the first report of a
usquet, the column clesed; our
[@nountain voltiguers and light in-
2otry were sent up the hills, to
urn the flank of the Spaniards;
nd, apart from the loss of lives,
e scene was often in the highest
egree striking and picturesque.
In this mode we passed on till
reached the Sierra Morena.
here the badness of the roads,
hich had been neglected from the
ommencement of the war, broke a
onsiderable number of our wag
ns; and as we had now reached a
ountry completely in the power of
r troops, the officer in command
onght better to move forward
ith the main body, than linger for
eir repair, Some hundred men
vere left behind tn escort them,
iith orders to follow to a town
iree marches off, which was to be
e head quarters of the convoy.
had been taken ill, and remained
ith the waggnos; the delay, how-
er, was trifling, and in twenty
bur Lours we were on the road a.
in. Unluckily the commandant
{R( the escort, in order 1o make up
rour lost time, took it into his
ead to move by a narrow forest
oad, instead of that througl the o-
n country, which made a circuit
f some extent, I observed to him
he hazard of this route; lie gave me
villy to onderstand, that I was
ot then at the head of my regi-
ent. I 8aid no more, and we
lunged into the forest, For some
me all went on well, but the forest
ew thicker, the road narrower
more broken, and at last a
ove of oaks brought us almost
D astop. We here found our ad-
pnced dragnons, who waited for
ecolumn, that they might not be
tangled alone in the grove. We
rat) d scarcely worked ourselves a
NG hzen yards among the trunks and
opdtof I P**: “hen an advanced sharp-
s
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pg ooter fired, and in a2 moment afl.
P we saw men with muskets in

eir bands running round us.
lieir number increased rapidly,
d we s00n had them in every dj.
ction—front, flanks and %
ar commandant had now found
ut his mistake, and had pothing
do but to get out of it as well as
could. The Column had halted
once.  The infantry were posted
tits head and jgngfie rear of the
aggnns; the sh hooters formed
ae on each side from front to rear;
d the d ng were pushed lato
& waod, o sides of the road,
\wenty off, to act as skir-

each to contERF béY feis
drad and twecky Bves
W ; ﬁo‘b?:,l‘“é’l:; Y ")

Repotts, g
mr{\ben’ i1l

ahers,” [

The i had already begua, and

e enem$ihad all the advants

W'Shz,lhdo us out as he pleas-
£

oy
y

ed, while we might take our revenge at the trees, We saw
some of our dragoous tumbled from their horses, while
athers gatloped back to us wounded. Platoons of infantry
were advanced to support them, and @y soon began to
feel the effects of the fire. Qur next experiment was to
send thirty dragoons to cut down every tling befloro them,
T'hey charged gallantly, but they could not cut'down oaks
and elms of a hundred years® growth, and in a few minutes
we saw about ane hall of the trop gallop back again, fol.
lowed by a shiout and a shower of balls.

We were now situated awkwardly enough, and in fact
had nothing for it but fighting. The cemmandant way a
zood officer, though he had entered the wond; and the sol
diers fired d-sperately. We made our way lusing men
cantinually, still we got an, until we cam~ to an abattis of
trees, in the very heart of the furest.  Here we fought for
hfe and death; the enemy, though only peasants, were hold
and capital shots; and it was not till after an hour of des-
pair and carnage that we broke through the barrier; wound
owr way through the forest, and saw the light of Leaven.
T'his cost us nearly all our waggons, two thirds of our es.
cort, the commandant a savere wound in the knee, and me
a ball in the shoulder.

This was an unlucky affair, and it left us all in ill hu-
mour- We moved on determined to tey no more shovt cuts;
and about halt a league further saw another grove. We
all shirank at the sight; but above the trees we saw, ata
turning of the road, the chimneys of a chateau. This, of
course, would afford quarters for the officers, an hospital
for the wounded, and piunder for the rest. I now remon.
strated on tho ne.essity of lusing no more time; but the
commandani’s woand had made him outrageous, and the
sight of Spanish property was net eamly resisted among
our troops at that period. So it was determined to try
what was in the inside of the chateau.

We left the few carriages that remaincd to us in the road
and sentour sharpshooters up the grand avenuc., a state-
Iy range of oaks. ‘I'here was not a soul to be seen in the
house; the windows w:ro closed; and, but that the dogs
barked fiercely, we should have thought the whole had been
visited by the plague. 'Che soldiers hammered the great
door with the butt ends of their musquers, flung stones at
the windows, and at last began to fire at the shutters,  Ali
was uscless.  Atlength as we we were beginning to lay
faggots against the door, a small window was opened. and
a man’s voice inquired—¢what we wanted?”

One of our officers, whn had scrved in Spain, answered,
that we wanted to get in and have some refreshments and
rest. The voice replied, and badi us go to a furm housein
sight, where we should find provisions.  ¢No.”" said the
officer, ¢sthat i« not enough, open the door, or we will get in
in spite of you.”

Yoo shail not get in,” raid the voice. «We have force
cnough to defend vurselves; retire at your peril.”

‘This defiance put the troops in a rage. They lonked on
it as an insolent challenge; and while some of them prepar
ed to scale the windows, others ran off to bring up our
guns to burst open the door. The commandant, however,
wonld not allow them to be used, in the fear of bringing the
Gueriilas upon him again, Atlength they broke open the
door with the levers of the guns,  As it fell in, aline of fil-
ty men drawn up in the court within fired a voiley, that
kuocked down one half of those in front. ‘Tke rest fell back
for a moment; but the whole corps now rushed vn, and fi.led
the court before the Spaniards had time to reload A (ew
of them were killed on the spot, but the greater part made
good their retreat into the chatrau, and from that into the
grounds; where our soldicrs, as soon as they saw the rich
furniturc of the rooms, did not think it worth their while to
foHow them.

I was extremely gricved at this whole affair; and indig-
nant and pained as [ was at 8o much unnccessary evil, I
wag led, partly by curiosity and partly by a wish to be of
what service I could to the unfortunate people of the Louse.
to enter the court, and see what was going forward. At
this time the first atiack was over, and the soldicrs had
gained possession of the apartments above; but there was
still a scenc going vn that [ shall never forget. Some of
the Spaniards had either been unable, or disdained, to re-
treat, and at the further end of the court, against a wall of
achapel, stond six or seven men who seemed d:termined to
die. They had made alittle breast work of some lose
wood, and from behind this they kept up a regular dis-
charge. I remarked among them a very nuble looking
man, in an embroidered cloak, who appeared to be their
master; and beside him a boy of fifteen or sixteen, who cvi-
ed out continually, «Kill kill the French!”  ‘This lasted a
few minutes, and we lost some men atevery discharge, till,
at last, our soldiers, infuriated at this defence by a handful
of servants, rushed forward; seven or erght took aim te-
gether at the master, and fired. [ saw the boy fali at'the
moment: the master staggered a few paces back, and then
advdncing, fung himsell besidethe body. The servants at
this sight lust courage, threw awsy their arms, and, spring-
ing upon the picces of woods- climbed over the wall, and
made their escape thro the gardens; our soldiers offer-
ing them no interruption, as the resistance was finally at
an end, and tfey were anxious unly to share the plunder
with _theic comrades in the chateau, My servant and I
w w the only persons in the court; and I was so much
shocked and disgusted witis the whole scene of rapine and
‘eruelty, that I did not know whether to advance or retire,
I saw the court covercd with dead, and felt the natural
shudder of every mun, not altagether hardened, at behold-
ing death in wuch a shape, while the ear was filled with the
shoutings and riot of plunder above. But as | gave a last
look to the spot where those gallunt and unfortunate Spaniards
had made their lust stand, [ thought I saw a hand waved
from among the corpses. [ immediately went up to them,
The first face that [ saw was the boy’s. It was turned up-
wards; and pale as it was, I think I nover saw oue so hand-
some. It still retained a slightexpression of disdain, which
gave a kind of loftiness to its extreme beauty, and remind-
ed me, even in that moment, of the Belvedere Apollo. But
o was totally dead. It was nataral to feel something at

such a sight.” [ continoed atmost invotuntarily gazing on-

the face, till I was roused by sceing the fAgure st his side

trm. itself slowly from the ground, and sitting up, look me

in the face, saying in a low tone, «Barbarians is not this
enough?” 1 absolutely felt asif an appariticn had risen
before me. ‘Tbe hoilow voice, the large eyes ncarly glaz-
ed, and yet haughty and threatening, checked wy breath.
However, [ nade snme steps towards the wounded man, in
the idea of offering him assistance, He evidently miscon.
ceived me; turning himself round with pain, clasped nis
arms over the boy, kissed his hips two or three times, aund
then looking up at me, seemed to await the mortal blow,

I was doubly shocked at this, and I believe a tear stale
into my eye. 1 told nim in Spanish that he was wrong in
taking me for one of i3 murderers: that 1 was deeply
grieved at all I saw: and thatif [ could not help those
round hin, L might be of some service to, at least, hinse!f,

He fixed his eyes on me, -nd said, «You are a French-
nan, and yet can feel!™ It was no time to enter into ex.
planation: I merely replied, oI wistied to take him from
that place, and desired to know where my servant and |
should carry him to shelter”

oIt 1s too late, I am dying. [ it were otherwise, |
should noi”"—and he lovked at his son's corpse—ésat t i
moment be so caln,”

I sull entreated him. ¢ Well then," «aid he, oif you wiil
do me this last Kindness, have me carried into the clapel,
where wy place has been long prepared.””

1 raised him by the knees, oy servant put his hands un
der his head; and in this way we carvied him geatly 1o
wards the chapel. It was tuen that 1 first saw that he was
mortally wounded.

The door of the chapel wasopen, and there we laid down
our melancholy burthen.  Untler all the depr s-ivn of the
moment, | could not help heing struck with admiration, as
I glanced round, The altar, columns, steps, were all ot the
finest marvle, and the most exquisite sculpture.  But, the
mos. striking object was a monum: ntof Carraramarblein
the centre. It was a dome on four piilars. under which
was a female tigure Iying on ity side, with the head resting
on the arm, a< 1n deep sleep: *he face and form were of ex
quisite loveliness. At the four corners of the mounument
were four large wax tapers burning; and a large black vel
vet pall, which appeared to have been covering the figure
that lay begide it on the zround

‘I'be wounded gentlernan was evidently exhausted by his
last «flurt. 1 spoke to him, but tie was unable to answer,
As hig aval countenance gradually assumed the ca'mness of
d-athy 1 never saw any thing nobler. He could not b
more than between forty and fifty. The laige black eve,
toe arched brow, the ciicek slightly tinged witb emotion,
the mouth, moved with a 'aint smile, winch scem=d to say
that all homan efforis were hopele<s. yet he thanked me;
all inade up such a tace as we see in the pictures of Titian
or Da Vinci. It was the Spanish countenauce in all its
grandeur and all its melancholy.

[ cave him some wine and water from my servant’s can-
teen, and after an effort, hie said in a dying ton-.

«Sir. I had once a wite, an amiable creature !  Heaven
took her trom me in the wosl unfo: tunate and paintul man-
nere  She w8 worthy of heaven;  She died five years ago;
I Luilt this tanb for us hoth; iay me besive her.”

I could not <pcak. Ue pres<cd my h-nd, and sard again,
«Sir, I thank you for y ur teclings. If you will let e
make one more request, it shail be my last.  Bring the bo-
dy of my boy, that I may lvok upen him once mre and
die with him Leside me.”

I shrank at tiis. The place was now entirely «ilent,
The soldiers had either gone avay or were busy in the re.
mote parts of the chateau. There was nothing round me
Lut graves and death. I feft an invaluntary horror at go
ing 1nto the court, where I should see but bleeding bdies.
I will own that [ felt a dunness come over my cyes, aod
shook like a woman,

The noble Spaniard would urge me no farther, he setup,
lifted his clasped hands, and fixed his eyes on heaven, and
alter a struggle obviously of inward prayer, sunk back on
the ground with a eigh that made me think that all was o.
ver. This awoke me: [ went out, and with my servant,
whom I found at the door, bronglhit in the body of the boy,
and placed it by his father’s side.

While I was gazing on them as they lay together in their
sad beauty, [ saw the curtain of the altar rise slowly, and
from under it peep an old man, who looked round him in
great terror. I called to him to come forward, and pro.
mised him safety. He was an old servant of the family,
and on secing the Lodies. e was in an agony of grief.
flung himsell on them, tore his white bair, and cursed as
well be might, their murderere.  As he clasped his master’s
hand I vaw the cyes open; they were turncd wpon the boy s
countenance, then on me, Lhea'd the ips whisper, «Gud
bless the hand that brought us tagethiert™ then laying his
arm round the boy’s neck, and pressing his lips to his
cheek, the spirit departed with a deep <igh.

The ald servant and I knclt beside thew, and, I believe.
wept together.

Atter a while we heard the soldicrs returning, we rose
and covered the bLodies with the pall from the tumb, ‘L'he
chapel was now nearly dark, and the soldiers came in with
lighted torches. They asked what was under the pall,
and on being told, turned away with looks and geatures
of genuine regret.  They did nat even laok at the servant
who stood cluse to me, vxpecting 1o he put to death, not-
withstanding my assurances ol safety. X

The drums now beat, the plunder wae gathered into (he
court, cars and wazons (rom the stables were loaded with
the rich moveables of the mansion. [ waited until all were
on the march, then giving some money to the old man, and
bidding him call the (ugitive domeatics to do the last hon-
ours to hLis masters, [ walked with a melancholy heart
throogh the deserted court, and fullowed the troope.

From the {irst rising ground I lnoked back upon the cha-
teau, the moon wastouching its towers; and when I thought
of what was below, I formed my fixed resolution of being
a soldier no more.

A PLAGIARY PUNISHED.

' The Georgia Legialalure has docked off 9,508 dollars
from Mr. H. Fulton’s salary, as state engineer, on ac-
count of his publishing, as his own preduction, half a do-
zen pages of Rees' Cyclopedin .

 PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

LEGISLATURE OF MARYLAND

HOUSE OF DELEGATES.

WEDNESDAY, January 31, 1827,

Mr. Mellhenny reported a bill, entit'ed, An act to conti-
nue in force the acts of assembly which would expire with
the prosent se<sinn; which, being twice read, by special or-
der, and passed, was sent to the senate for concurrence.

Petitions and memorials were this day presented, vig.

By Mr. Turner, the memorial of Edward Parrish, of
Baltimore county, a poor old soldier of the revolution,
praving that his name may be placed on the pension list,
referred to the committe on pensions and revolutionary
claime,

And the petition of sundry inhabitants of Baltimore coun.
1y, praying the passage of an act to anthorise the erection
of a bridg+ over the Great Falls of Gunpowder, in said
county; referred to Messrs, Turner. Price and Buchanan.

By Mr. Janes. the petition of Betsy Burrisa, of Montgo-
mery county, praying pecuniary relief; referred to the
<tanding committec appointed to consider such applications.

By Mr. Maflitt, the petition of sundry citizens of Cedil

county. counter to the petition of sundry other citizens of
said county. praying the repeal of a law passed at the last
sesaion to authorise the building of a bridge across the ri-
ver Susquehanna, at or near Havre De Grace; referred to
‘he committee to who.n was referred the petitivn to which
thia petition is counter,
By Mr. Hard: astle, the petition of eundry citizens of
Caruline caunty, praying the passage of an act to autho.
rise the cutting of a ditch for the purpose of drainiug cer-
tain lanls therein described; referred to Messrs, Hardcas-
tles Brown and Saulshury.

By Mr. ‘Tidbull, a petition from sundry citizens of Wash-
ington cawnty. residing in the town of Williawsport, and
its vicinity, praying tor the passage ofan act to incorporate
a bank to be tocated in the said town, and to be called I he
Wachington County Bank: referred to the same committee to
whinmn was referred a similar petition,

‘The speaker communicated to the house a report from
*he sheriff of ‘Talbot county, contaiming a statement of the
amount of fees which were placed in his hands for collec-
tion by the saveral public oficers therein mentioned, and of
the abatements made thevefrom respectively, for (ces dueby
msolvents and nonresidents, and also for commissinng al.
lowed on his collections, for each of the ycars 1825 and
1825, transmitted in compliance with an order of this house
of the funrth instant.

And also a report from the register of wills for Queen-
Anne's county, containing a stateroent, on oath, as well of
the amount of the fees that had accrued in his office, as of
the amount thereof which he had received, and also of the
amount thercof which was still due, for each of the years
1824, 18235 and 1326, transmitted in compliance with the
order of this house of the tenth instant,

W hich said reports were severally referred to the com-
nittee on wa)s and meaus.

THURSDAY, Fel. 1.

The heuse resumed the consideration of the spacial re.
portaf the committee an elections in the cave of Samuel
L. Rauleizh, e«q. a delcgate returncd from Dorcliester
county. The Rev. Henrey White, an Elder in the Metho-
dist Episcopal Church and the Rev. John Bell, and the
Reve James Herron, witnesses, were called before tho
House and examined,

This examination having been concluded en the part of the
house, Mr. Rauleizh stated, that he did not wish to avail himseit
of the privilege of askiag the witnesaes any further questions,
either in persun or by counsel, the said witnesses thereupon re-
tired without the bar of the house.

Mr. Rauleigh having then again addressed the house in support
of his right to a seat s a member thereof, he, in vbedience to the
arder adopted to regulate the course of proceeding on this sub-
ject, retired without the bar, when after debate, the question
wau propounded, Wili the house concur in said report, and adopt
the order therein contained?

The veas and nays being required by seven members,
taken and appeared as follow:
AFPIRMATIVE,
Denny
Banning
Done
Denuis
Gibhang
Teackle
Goldsborough Montgomery
Griffith Keene
J. W. Thomas Tyson
Harlan Stricker
Thompson Hall
Mafhitt’ Tidball
Beall Newcomer
Gantt Fitzhugh
Speed F. Hughes
Crabb Peter
Stevens Janes
Nicholson Lansdale
Ridzaway Ridzely
S. R. Smith Hoblitzell
Slemaker Armstrong
Hitch fhaw—66.

KEGATIVE.

Messrs. Du Val Bishop—2

So it was resolved in the affirmative, and thereupon the seat of
Samuel L. Rauleigh, esquire, as a member of this house, wasde-
clared to be vacated.

On motion by Mr. Goldsborough, it was Orderad, That it be
entered on the jowrpal of proceedings, that Mr. Wright is ab-
sent frora this house to-day, on account of sickness.

On motion by Mr. Sappington, it was Ordered, That the
Speaker issue a warrsnt to the sheriff of Darchester countty, di-
recting him to bold an election for a delegate, to fill the vacan-
¢y occasioned by the disqualification of Samuel L. Raulaigh, cs-
quire, to bold a seat in this, hoose.

were

Messrs. Speaker
Hawkios
Millard

Gough
R,’thmu
Wilmer
Campbell
Boon
Ringgold
Stewart
Comptoa
Kent
Linthicum
Brooke
Chapman
Rogrereon
J. Hughes
King
Price
Bucharan
Turner
Beaoett

Barnes
Sappinzton,
Farquhar
Hope
Norris
Sutton

‘Tbe house thew adjourned util to- morrol worning ten o’clacks




