THE NATURALIZATION LAWS OF-
~  THE ONIYED STATES.

The writer of this u‘}iqle having witne'ss-
¢d the most serious and_unfortunate incon-
Venicnees sustained by Foreigners, in con-
wequence of having confided in ignorsntor
sarcless persons for information as to the
course they are_to pursue in ordgr to be le.
gully naturalized,. submits the subjoined
succnct views of the law on that subject to
&nch as may be interested in understanding

The only Acts, now in force anl regula-
ting future admissions, are:

No. 1. The act of April 11t 1802, enti.
tled *‘An act to establish an tniform rdle of
naturalization, and te repeal the act liereto-
fore passed on that subject.” .

No. 2. The act of March 25, 1504, entitled
¢'An act in addition to the foregoing.”  And

No. 3. The actof March 22d, 1816, enti-
tled ““An act relative to evidences in cases
of naturalization.”

Under the provisions of these acts, all
free white persons subjects of =tates actual-
1; at peace with the United States, and not

proscribed by any of the Statés or under
convictiom=of having joined the enemy in
tre Revolutionary, War, may decorae Citi-
zens on the terms prescribed, (No. 1 first
sect. 4th condition and 4th sect.) by law®

These terms vary according to the time
when the Alien arrive Lin the United Mates,
according to which Aliens are distinguishict
into five classes.

1st. The first claYs consists of those who
were residing within the Iimits ofanl under
the jurisdiction of the United States, before
the 29th of January, 1793, g

2d. The seconl coinprises those who
vere so residing at any time between the
29:h January 1795 and 18th Junc 1738.

3. Those who were so rosiding at any
time between the 13th Jine, 1793, wnd the

4th April, 18)7 and have continued so to
revide. :
4th. Those whoarrived after the act of
the 14th of April, 1802, and before the 18th
eof June 1812,

5th. Those who bhave arrived within the
kimits and un ler the jarisdiction o the Ui
ted States, since the 18th June 1812, Of
the terms prescribed, there are some com-
mon to all the classcs, aud othuers cunfined
to particular classes.

1st. A3 teall the classes, naturalization
can be obtained only through tie mediuin ot
a Court of Justic., to wit, a Distr.ct or Cir-
cuit Court o'the United States, ora Court
of Rzcord, of a State or Terntory; which lat-
ter Cansts are. defi Lyt et of€bne
gress to mean *‘x Court possesstig comnon

“law jurisdiction aml-a “>eal and Clork or
Prothon®ary.” Lvery Alien who may bave
Leen naturalized by a Court of that descrip-
tion i3 declared to beas duly naturalized as
$f by an act of a Court of thz United States,
{¥o. 1, 34 scct.) N

2d. Itis common =aiso, tnall the classes
that they shoald prove that during their re-
sidence 1n the United States, they have sus-
tained a good character und ecxhibited un
attachment to the principles of the constita.
tion of the United States. .

i 3d. Anl that they shoull before almis-
sion, make an open and soleinn fenuncia-
tion of any herelitary fionoa s or title ot no-
bility thut they muay have possessed, which
renunciation shall be entered of record; and
also that they take the oath of allegiunce to
the United States, an abjuration of allegi-
ance to every otlffr power; particulaily
<ifying the powertothich they ow
tural or assumgglaliiiance at thie time of ta-

king the oath, (No. T 1, sect. 2. 3d. and 4th

condt.)

The terms peculiar to the several clusses
are these.

The first clasgare allowed, without any
previous notice, to become Citizens upon
Jprosing taat they had resided two years
within and under the jurisdiction cf tne C-
nited States, and one year immediately pre-

elding the application within the Statc or
‘I'erritory, where the court sat to which it
was made—No. 1.—1stsect. 4th conlt.)

2d. The second class were exempted
from the three years notice, but as their ex-
cmiption was Lmited to two years, and ticy
are not included in the dezeription of per-
sons, who by the act of 18U+ are excused
from the rotice (to v.it, those of tae third
class,) they are now subject to all the condi-
tions. prescribed to those of the 4th class
(No. 1, 1 sect. 4th condt. .d proviso.)

3d. The third class are exempted .from a
compliance with the first condition of the
Act of 181, requiring three years notice,
(No. 2. S=c. 1st) but by the 2d Scet, of the
Act of 1806 persons composing this cluss
are required when they apply for admission
without prodiacing a certificate of having
made the declaration of intention to prove as
a substitute therefor, to.thé satigfuction of
the Court, that they were residing” actualiy
in the United %tates before IRy I4th Apil

7 1802, and have continued to rcshathercin
five years immediately preceding their ap-
plication

The fact of five years residence canbe
proved 1sto this elass only by citizens of
the United States, anditis required that
the nunes of the witnessess and the place
or places of residencé cfthe applicants
shull be ertered of record in the Court ad.
mitting them, or the Act of admission is de-

clared void. ]

%th. The 4th class 2re held to & gencral
compliance with the conditions of the Act of
1802, as expressed inthe 2d Sect. s ad the
1st, and 3d comts. of the 1st. Section. '

In pursuance of which the Alien if he in:
tend to become a citizen, isto report himself
if twenty one years of age, orto be r::_poned
by his parent, guardian or master, if under
that age, ““to the Clerk of the District where
such Alien or Afiens, shall arrive, or to some
other Court of Record of the United States
orof eitherof the territorial district$ of the
same, or of a particular state. g

This report is to specify the name, birth
Place, age, nation and allegiance of each
Alien, together with the country from
which he emigrated, and the place of Lis
intended setty'ment, and the Clerk is re-
qQuested to register such report, and %wg a
certificate of it to each individual or tamily
fnterested init, ‘and registeting it, for which
he is emi?pd to receive 50 cents for regist-
cting, and 50 cents for acertificate, for each
family or individual. 3

There is strong reasons for making this
re to the Clerk of the District Court of
the YUnited  States, exclusively, since if
made any where else it is more than doubt-
fal whetler it must not be made in open court

"(see’ the words of the law No. 1, Sec. 2,)
dnd al K the lawid ot impetative, there
4 nos much teason for not omitting to make

b:‘;beoevcu‘l Acbmhferred to by No.

¥From the Southern Furiu. S )

. . !
the Teport us early ks poasible, for the Yaw
speaks of it as, “Fyvidence of the time of ar-
rival ig the United Btates,” and leavesita
question whether any other evidence can

be received to that fact."

The nex. step towards naturalization is

iving the three yearsnotice required by
g:e first condt.

Sect. No. i. ‘This is usualy done by a pe-
tition to the Court to receive and record the
application, gnd administer the oath pre-:
scribed, to wit; (in the language of the Act)
that it is bona fide his intentionto becomea 4
«Citizen of the United States, and renonnce
forever all allegiance and fidelity to any for-
eign Prince, Potentate, State, or Sovereign-
tv, whatever, and partieylarly by name
the Prinke, &c. to \f.\omlthc owed atlegi-
anze. g

This application need not ke made to the
Court to which the report was made, but
may he tendered to any other Court of the
descript oh before specitied.  After five
vears residence, and three vears notice, the
alien of thisclassisentitled to nat iradization,
hut one of the vears must be spent in tife
State or Termitory, wherein Lie sues for nat.
uralizatiom; of ali which, together with the
requisites coimgnon to all the classes, the
Conrt inust Be dnly satistied, nor need this
application be made to cither of the Courts,
to which the report or notice wus Snade,
Any other Court of the sp.cificd jurisdicti-
on can admit i, Bat if the Alicn arrived
in the United states, since the 1sth June,
1312; constituting the 5th cluss of Aliens,
the Act of 1316, imposces some additional
roqiisites  Aliens of this cluss are not enly
required to prodice to the Court to which
they apply for admission, the cortiticate of
the report wGd registry of their arvival, and
thut of their declaratida of intentica te be-
come Citizebs, but the same are required
to be copied at length in thie fecord of the
Court admittirg «uch Alien.  And every
sich wdmission withont such recital of each
certficate at full length is declared to be
null and voil, (No. 5, 1st sect )

It is to be rogretted that a subject which
ought to be simplited, to theartmost, <hould
Le so mach involved: and it may be h'ghly
igpor tAit that the numerets indvidimlsy to
vhoma cotrvet knowledge of the law of
naturalization mast be interesting should be
in possession of the above inforaation,

P. S.—The above remarks were written

at a timz then it was not thoght probuble
thut the bill hefore the senate on this subjeet,
would paes at the late <oss on of Congress.7
Thunks to the vigilauce of the frienls
of the stranger, that bill hus passed and has
.dane mucliowards curag defectsin. natus
valiz tion. ulready. etiected, aswellas. tos
wards diminisniing the difficultivs in efivct-
ing them hcrea )

The fellowing observations are intended
1o shew what bturing the late a® has upon
the state of the la% asit previonsly existed.

The Ist section is contined altogether to
free white persoas being minors, and is in.
tended to relieve them from the conscquen-
ces of their parent’s or guardian’s omissions,
or the wunt of the one or the other to act
for them. It is not easy to perceive why this
section was not made to act upon the past
ov future, as well asthe present, since there
are probably many in the United States,
who are now out of their minority, and yet
every way meritirg telief. Nor can it be
deubted that a prospective law of the
same subject, wonld often findd persons to
operate upon. The act wunts only the
words “at the time of his arrival,”” inserted
after “vear,” in the third line, to give it all
this operation.  Bat, to draw a law well is
a talent of itself.  And itis much feared
that ¢n another accounty it will be neurly
useless to the only class of minors to which
it relates For it goes no  farther than to
exeinpt from the taree years notice, leaving
the necessity  cf the report under the 24
szction, Act No. 1, stllinfull to.ce. For, in
conclusion, this sectiun requires a general
compliance wish the terms of the existing
laws, one of which requires this report
Onanother point the statute is obscurely
wordod, for it leuves it doubtfyl whether
the Alien can be admitted in less than two
vews atter his ority, Y'orfive years rc-
sidence ts rcq?w, and only three of those
it would sce re to be of his minority.
Yet what betf'r security could we have
for the fi lelity of a citizen, than having pass.

ed from childhood to 2! among us® 1
would rather takc the cffect of the five

years next previous to majority, in muking
goed Citizens, than any 5 yearsafterwards.
As the lawis worded, [should say 1et.
That it i3 confined to persons who were
Minors at the passage of the act.4 .

" 24d. That ggch persons complying with
the terms én_]on to all classes of Alicns,
may be .dMttad two vears after reaching
their majority” provided they have residec
in the Unite§ States three years next pres
ceding their Rujority, and have continued
0 to reside upito the time of applying for
adinission, !

3d. That they\are exempt from the three
vears notice, but nothing elscg and instead
thered: must give ‘evidence of a three years’
intention, such as ¥ill satis{v the Court on
the fact, and make ‘ath to the same effect.

The 2d section of this act is altogether
retrospective; and intended to remedy the
irregulurities which there is toomuch reason
to think have crept into our courts on the
subjcct of natur® zation  Itacts altogeth-
er upon the fifth class of Aliens, and is in.
tended to relieve them' fromn the operation
of the 1st section of the act No. 3. which
vacates their admission for the causes speci-
fied 1n that law. ‘This skction has no effect
upon future admissions, and evenas to the
past there are reasons why persons of that

regularity of their admissions. )

‘The 34 scction is intended to give effect
to declaratidns of intention to become a ci-
tizew, made before the Clerk of Court,
whereas heretofore it was® relniuite [1st
sect. 1 condt No. 1.] that such declarations
should be made in open Gourt. And here
again for want of a few explanatory words,
wd are left in doubt as to the meaningsof the
law giver. Ilad the words, “‘heretofore
made, or hercafter to be made,” been in-
serted in the fourth line of the section,
there would have been nothing equivocal
in its language,  Asit is we must doubt
whethet has any thing more than a retros.
pective operationalso It Js to be Yegrett-
ed that the subject of the Report requirced
under the second section the same act,
had not heré engaged: the\attention of the
Legtslature. For the wo hit section
must certainly require some @ttention, and
the blunlers committed under it, in cén-
founding Clerks and Courts, are probably
much the most numerous. I redew my
rcautions dn that subject.

1.4.9, s provicusly hoyiged:
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class should not ncglegistd look iito the -
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two years, and ¢learly “operates
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favo c
well gs those who shall give the notice as
prescribed in the. lstgondt. st sect. of
the Act No. 1. In this there is no ambi-
guity. - ! 4
Yhese ard all the sabjects on which the

law operates.
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’ HAYTL
From the Bboston Patriot.

Mr. Editor—1 send you the’ following
statement, with the remark that the report-
cris a respectable person. If you think it
will serve the cause of humanity and-good
government to lay these facts before the
world, 1shall be glad to see them publish-
wed in the Patriot. .

A gentleman, lately returnéd from Hayti,

relates some tacts which it is important that
thos: who may have the intentidh of emigra-
ting thither should be informed of. ]
_ The principal, and Ubelieve sole selteta-
ry, Tnginac, Ias the greatest aversion to
strangors, and many émigrants who have
arrived from the U, States, in consequence,
of the otfers of the government to pay their
passage, &c. have found their situation sv
uncomtortable that they Lave desized to re-
turn, witch, however, they were not per-
mitted to do, till they had retunded tae mo-
ney paid for the passage out, nginac hils
the only avenue to the President’s cur, and
prevents all that he pleases, and more par-
ticularly strungers, trom secing or speaking
with him. Our informant was amuscd a
monta und a half with promises thit the
next day he should see the President. e
waited on the secretary as often as cvery
otier day, by appointment, to be presented
to the Prusident, yet he never was present.
ed, although hie bore the best letters of in-
troduction to many resrectable men in Hay -
ti; and among thiem, one to In;'wn.\c him-elf,
from a gemloman whom he attected to cajl
his dearest friend; he was ulso aided und
treated with particular attention by the Se-
nator Cucnelette, one of the most learned
unid rospectuble men in the g wernment or
Island of Huyti.  In addition to all this, he
was the bearer of a vuluable present, went
out by a c.t.zen of this place, to President
Boyer; which present was received by Ingi-
nac, and nothing more hoiurd ofit; no un-
swer, no thanks, not a syllable about it; but
every time the gentleman called, the secre-
tary aftcted not to recognise him, and put
on a vacant stare, lhrus(in,; his nose atmost
wto the gentleman’s face. Disgusted and
disepuraged, thie- poor- man, aftéra month
and a' half of prommses and insnlts of this
kind;-ueked for his passports, and returned
to Boston.
He states further, that Bover isa mere
cipher at Port au-Prince; that it is Inginac
who rulus, and is anavaricious tyrant.  He
owns immense estates, und oppresses the
poor beyond measure. A Spanish negro
was employed in one ofhis sugar works, and
like the rest of his tellow labourews, could
get his pay enly when his master pleased,
which was very seldom. This mun after
many fruitless attempts to get his wages,
went and secrctly engaged a passage on
board a ship, abdut to get under way; he
then armed himself with a pair of pistols,
and suddenly stood before Inginac. *You
are very bold, to day!” said the sccretary—
¢*‘{ come for my money,” suid the Spaniard,
“and if you call your guard’ you are a dead
man—pay me my wages before you mnove
from that spot, ¢r I will instantly kill veu.”
1 will go and get the money,” said Ingi-
nac. *'No; you stir not from that spot till I
am puid. I you refuse, or call your guard,
or stir, from that spot, 1 will kill you, though
I die foritd” Yinding that there was noes.
cape, Inginac puid the man his wages, to the
amount ef 3UJ ord4+ 0. The ~panish negro
then male his escape, and prozeeldsl on
board, and was soon out of the reach of the
tlay tien government. .

Au ofticer came from South America to
offer his services to Hayti; he like the narra-
tor of tivese fucts, was debarred by Inginac
from speaking with the President. At last
after 3 months, he found means to address
Lim on parade, and was immediately receiv-
ed into theservice, g

Our informant represents agriculture as in
amost neglected and declining state, the ar-
my as insolent and rapacious; that a woman’s
handkerchizf, or a man’s hat is not safe on
their heads, nor a watch in one’s pocket;
and what puts a seal to all these tyrannies,
outrages and miseries, is that nobody dares
to write or even to speak—A poor woman,
who had been turned out of her house by
soldiers, and was unable to obtain any re-
dress, in the extremity of her distress” and
indignation, called on the name of the de-
ceased President Petion, for which she was
pronounced criminal, and cast into prison.
Others have been punished for the same of.
fence.

If such be the stite of things in Hayta it
is well that we have not recognized the
government of it, and it willbe well to post.
pone that step forsome time, perhaps in-
deEnitely. L’AMIL DES NOIRS.

i -

From the Xational Journal.

. PANAMA MISSION. :

Tlhe Senate have confirmed the nomina.
tions of Richard C. Anderson, of Kentucky,
and Johin Sergéant, of Pennsylvunia, as
Com.nissioners on the part of the United
States, to attend the deliberations of the
Conjress of the South American republics,
at the isthmus of Panama.  William B. Ro-
chester, of New-York, is appointed Secre-

: tary to the mission.

‘The injunction of se¢tesy being removed
by a vote of the Senate, we are enabled to
state, that the questioh on the expediency of
the mission was determined inthe affirma-
tive by a vote of 24 to 19. On the confir-
mation of the ndmination of Mr. Anderson,
the vote was—ayes 27, noes 17. On the
n%m'mau'on of Mr, Sergeant, zycs 26, noes
18.

am—

CONGRESS—IN SENATE.

. Wednesday, March 13,
SBCRET PROCEEDINGS.
At 20’clock this morning, §r. Berrien
submittted a resolution to remove the in-
Junction of secrecy from certain proceed.-
ings in relation to the proposed mission to
Panuma. We have not time to present the
-variant resolutions in detail, which, during
srlong and arduous, and, sa *we understand,
able discussion, were acted upon in the Se-
nate. We merely undertake to present the
following hasty sketch:—
© On the 15th of Pebtuary, Ythe following
resolations .were submittede by Mr. Van
Nurent e ’
“Resdlved, That, on the question wheth.

il
of all who have already giveh, as | p

-sem of the:Presjggnt; wiien in-tseir opinion

with open dodreys ubless It'¢hall a
: that tbwbﬁuﬁoo of doonmeats, ne.,:

; to eferred to indebite, - will be
rejudicial to ¢! ons. . : 17
o*‘Resolved, That the Temeule t;-bé res.
pectfullf requested to inform “the Somats
whether such “objection exists to the"publi: |.
cation of the docurments commuaicated b!i
thie Executive, or any portion of lhcn}; and,
ifs0, to specify the parts, the publication
of which would, for that reason be objec-
tionable.”
‘This resolution

S

-

passed—ayes, 23; noes,
2).
To which the President returned the fol-
fowing wmessage in answer, vigs
«\ashington, 16th Feb. 1826.
‘«To the Senate of the United States:
«“In answer to the two resolutions of the
Senate, ofdhe 18th ihst. marked (Execu-
tive.) and which I have received, 1 state, 1
respectfully, that all the communications
from me to the Senate, relating to the Con-
gress at Panama, have been made, like all
other communications upco F.xecntive bu-
sifess, in confidence, and most of them in
compliande with a resolation of the ‘Scnate
requesting them confidentiallv. Believing
thut thestablished usage of free confiden-
tial communications, between the Fxccu-
tive and the Senate, ought, foer the public
interest, to be preserved animpaired, 1
deem it my indispensible  duty to leave to
the Senate itself the decsien  of a quustion,
imvolving  a departure, hitherto, sofaras [
am informed, witheut example, from that
usage, and upon the motives for which, not
heing informed of them, 1 d» not feel my-
seif competent to decide.

«John Quincy Adams.”’
Whercupon a motion was submitted, that
the Senate should not proceed with the bu-
siness  further.  Severdd moditications und
«lterations were proposcd; when Mr, Dick-
erson submitted the following:
Resolved, Thatulthough the Sehate can-
not find in the answer ot the President of
the United states to their resolutions of the
15th instant, relative to the proposed Mis-
sion to Panaing, any  distin~t infurmation.
that the publication ofthe communication
alluded toin said resolutions, would or
would pot be prejudicial to existing nego-
tiations; they find 4 strong objcction on the
part of the President to the publication of
those communications, inasmuch as they
were tade “in contidence, aiid most of
them in compliance with a resolution of the
Senate requesting them  coutinwentially.”
Although tiie Senate Lave the rigcht to pub-
lish communications so made and to discuss
the-sume-with.open:. doorsy withont:theas—

the public intgest may require suchi publi-
cation and >'&115C‘1“.}0H, they do not
think that pre circumstances require
th exercise of this right, so fur as respects
a discussion of thosc confidential communi-
cations with open doors.

Omwhich the ayes «nd nays beirg requir.
cd, the vote was 27 for it, and 16 wgainst it.

The inquiries proceeded from day to day,
in various shapes, and unler different de-
tails, when on the night of the 14th instant,
Mr. Van Buren submitted the annesed re-
solutigns:

Refolved, That the Constitution of the
Unitgd States, in authorising the President
of thg United  States to nominate, and by
andievith the advice und consent of the Sen-
atf, to appoint, Sambassadois and other
public ministers,”” authorizes the norhina-
tion and appointment to officers of a diplo-
mac character only existing by virtue of in-
ter-national laws; ant does not authorise the
nomination and zppointment, (under the
name of ministers,} of Representatives to an
assemblv of nations like the proposed Cbn-
gress of Panama, who, from the nature of|,
their appointment, miust be mere deputices,
unknown to the law of natiens, and without
diplomatic character or privilege.

Kesolved, ‘That the power df forming or
entering (in any munner whatever) into
new political assbciations or eonfederacies,
belongs to the People of the United Stutes,
in their sovereign character; being one of
the powers which, not iaving been delegat-
to the government, isreserved to the States,
cr People; and that it is not within the con-
stitutional power of the Fegeral govern.
ment, to appoint deputies oF, representat.
ives, of ai.s description, to represent the
U. States in the Congress nama, or to
participate in the deliberation or di-cussi.

on, or recemmendation, or acts, of that
Congress. . i
Resolved, as the ¢pinion of the Senate,

that (waving the question of constitutional
power) the appointment of deputies to the
Congress of Panama, by the United States,
accordin | to the invitation given, and its
conditional acceptance, would be a depar-
ture from that wise and settled policy, by
which the intercourse of the United States
with foreign nations has Litherto been regu-
lated, and ¢nay endanger the friendly rela-
tions which now happily exist between us
and the Spanish American States, by crea-
ting expectations that engagements will be
entered into by us, at that Congress,
which the Senate could not rutifvy and of
which the TPeople of the United States
would not approve. i

Resolved, That the advantages of the
proposed Missiontothe " on’zress of Panamy,
(if attainahle,) would, in the apinion of tne
Senate, be better obtained, without such ha-
zard, by the attendance of one of our present
ministers, near either of the Spanish Ame-
ican governmentdy, awtborized to express
the deep interest we feel in their prosperi.
ty, ahd instructed fully to explin (when
requested) the great principles of our poli-
cy, but without being a member of that
Congress, and without power to commit
<he United States to any stipulated mode of
enforcing those principles, inany supposed
or possible state of the world.

The ayes and nays being called, the re-
solutions were rejected-—19 voting in fio
vour of them, and 24 against the, as fol-
lows:

Ayes—Messrs. Benton, Berrien, Branch,
Chandler, Ccol, Dickinson, Eaton, Findlay,
Hayne, Holimes, Kane, King, Macon, Ran-
dolph, Rowan, Van Buren, White, Willlams,
and Woadhury. g F

Nayes.—Messrs  Baron, Beil, Boligny,
Chambers, Cbase Clayton, Edwards, Har-
rison, Hendricks, John\gn, (of Ky ) Johns-
ton, ‘of La.) Knight, Lloyd, Murks, Mills,
Noile, Dobins, tuggles, Sanford, Sey.
moar, Smith, Thomas, Van Dyke, and
Wiley.

The question then, ahout 2 o'clock thjs
morning, recurring on the original resolu-
tion, that it was inexpedient at this time to
send ministers to the Congrass of Panama,
it was rejected by the same vote as was giv-
en on Mr, Van Byren’s resqlutions; and the

The Senate, then, bein g abgut

1Seqsion of 1823—4. SRl er the United States shall be represented in
‘tThushowerer admits of & question.. ] the Congross of Panams, the 'Heasts ought

nomination were Afterwards con L
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