Lramytie Fegeorad Bepublican. .
12 PEOPLE UF.THE UNITED
STATES.

{ did not intend to have addressed you
¢oucerning the gotable coutract entered in-
(o nketween I G. Swit'on the part of the
war department of the United States, and
- Eijjah 3tix of New York,” until the period

should have arrived tor my commuiticating
with you on the suhject ot publit cdntrfcts

TOT

generally; but as so much has lately been
said about this particular contract, 1 have

~cuncluded, at once, to give you my opinion
and views of it—particularly as they take a
somewhat different range from those which
1 sec expressed in the newspapers and by
the debates on the suject n congress. IFf
Tam not correct in thece opinions and
views—it will be because the coastitution,
and the laws madeunder it, are no longer
considered as of binding force, but have
become obsolete and dead. |

‘I'he facts in this case are these:

1. J G Swift, onthe partof the war de-
partment, (and who was chiet engineer of
that department, though inthe present a
greement he does say in what capacity he
acted) made an agreement of less than £l
teen lines, with the Elijah Mixof N York,
dated 25th July, 1818, for the delivery of
one hundred and filty thousand perches of
stone at ««Old Point Comfort,”” and at the
«Rip Rap shoals in Hampton Roads, Yirg,
nia, for the sum or price of «:three dollars a
perch tor every perch of stone dehvered at
the above mentioned places.”’

2 It further appears, that this contract
was not made pursuant to law—for, it 13 ad
mitted on all sides, that no public notice
tvhatever was given, that such a contract
woald be made, «by previously advertising
for proposals respecting the same.”’

3. {t turthermore appears, that this con
tract was not onlysecretly made, andthere.
fore, illezally made, butthe price allowed
was just d.uble, whatthesameservicecould
have Leen perforimed for, as stated in the
remarks ot Mr Stuart, one of the members
in the houce ofrepresentatives; and, conse-
quently, the nation sustains a loss by this
illegal contrac:, of $225,000,

4, ['ne contract was made without any
secarity beng taken tor its speciiic per-
formance; although it appears, trom infor:
mation derived trom the New Yark deleza-
tion in congress, that the contractor, Mix,
was not, at the time, worth one hundied
doliarsi®

5. 1t further aprears, that Mr, Vandeven-
teer, chiet clerk in the oftice of Mr Cal-
; tioun, sccretaty at war, was a party con

cerned in this contract, though not as he

says, originally so; but that he afterwards

became so. fndeed it would. as it m ght be

supposed, 190k too barefaced for Mi Van-
~.deventee: ta azunowledge himseil onjinal _

Iy a partner of his brother in faw in this

contract, seeing that he, Mr Vandeventeer

is the only witness to its execution by J. G

Swift and Eljjah Mix, while all the other

contracts made in that vear (i81~)by Mr

Swift, :n behalf of the war depaitment have

two subscribing witneises to their executi-

on; fcr confirmation of this, sce executive
state pa[:ers, 2d session, 13 congress, vol

5. A-totheexcuse and apolosy made for

the wardepartmen®, that thisbid of Mr. Mix

was the lowest one that was made for the

performance of the service, they are, under
the circumstances of the case, ridiculous
and absurd in the extreme; and the attempt
to palm them uponthe people as good and
suilic ent, is really an insult offered to their
understandings He must, to be sure, be
the veriest bungler imaginable in trick and
contrivance, who would not resort to some-
thing of this sort, of getting other bidders,
it it were only forthe sake of keeping up
appearances; and we do know that there
are men always to be found who wo .U feel
no sc uples of conscience in lending their
names in a matter o' this k:nd, becanse it
costs them nothing: always bearing in
mind, as such mendo, that one good turn
deserves anothier. But why was the law
disregarded in this case, (and some others
which | shall hereafter adveit to) and total
ly set at noughtz Let him whose constitu-
tionald:tyitis to take care that it be ‘faith

fully executed” answer this question ‘oo

much already has in my judgmeunt, been

said in this case, by your representatives a.

bout Mr, Vandeventeer and Mr Mix Itis

not to obscure individuals like these, that
you are to luok for redress in a case ofsuch
vital importance. The law has not been
broken by them, but by the president and
his secretarv ot war. I you want proof cf
this, attend to the following plain and ex.
plitit provision inthe act ot congress ofthe
3d ot March, 1814, vol. 9, page 262, sec.

5 ««All purchases and contracts for sup-

plies or services, which are, ormay accord-

ing to law, be made Ly or under the direc-

tivn of either thesecretary of treasary, the

sccte(ar'vof war, or the secretary oi the

navy, ~hall be made either by open pui-

chase, or by previously advertising tor pro-
' posals respec.ing the same.”’ In respeet to
g this contract with Mr, Mix, itis not even
alteged. that any public noticewhatever had
been iven, that proposals wounld be receiv-
ed for the deiivery of stone at the places de«
signated. Mr. Cocke,a memberfrom Ten-
nessee, and chairman of a committee ap-
pointed some time a 1o to examine into this
subject, expressly states, that public notice
of the intention to make such a contract
was not given. Hence I say, andevery un-
prejudiced man must also say, the contract
in guestion was made in secret, and conse-
queatly, in direct violation of the law of the
Jand  T'he secretary ol war has, it seems
given his sanction to the act, and the presi-
dent has approved the conduct of the se-
cretary of war. The president of the U
States then, ought, according to my notion
of repnblican government, to be held re-
sponsible tor all the evil conscyuencesgrow
ing out of this and similai abuses, where he
knows them to exist (as in this case) and
does not apply theconstitutional corrective
‘T'g say otherwise would be at once to place
the chief mayistrate of this country hevond
the control of the people, and thereby to
aeknowledge in form (as lam atraid we
sometimes do in fact) that the «King can
Do NO WRONG.”

4 Nuative of Firgizia.
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¢ This circumstance goes to explain the
reason why this gentleman a few years ago
was returned as & public defaulter. A con-
siderable snm of money was, it seems, ¢sad-
vanced’’ to Mr. Mix, <on account offoreign
intercourse.” Botthat is all the informati.
on the executive chose to give tothe people
about it  Theseare the very sort of mento
¢t advantes, becguse they stand in need of
them. and are, moreover, such right good
patriots, that it would be deemed quite anti-

;. republican (o refuse them little favours of
“this kind  Our rulers never fdrget in mat-
ters of this kind, the old rule, thatons good

~
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A MIX.-ED AFFAIR. -© ' .
We heg our readers to perase thé foflow-
ing article from the New York' Eseain
Post, 1t discloses as finished a piece o
roguery as we ever heard of, and the'editor
pledges himself to prove it.
«Facts.—We happen to kaow sope
thing about this Mr. Mix, and something
30 linpoitant, too, that we caanot (consis
teat'y with our sense of duty) withbeld it
from the public on this occasion Mr. Bat-
Jer has said that there were suspicioas ap
pearances about the contract with Mix; and
M. Cambreleag said «he did not think the
gorernmeat ought to have made a coutract
with Mix.”” Wheéther these gentlemen were
justified in their expressions respecting this
man, let the (ollowing incontrovertible facts
now decide. These facts are given me by
the most respectable witnesses, and | here
by pledge myself for :helegal proofofthem
whenever a direct denial shall render that
necessary and proper
lo the year 1811, Elijah Mix negotiated
a promissory note for, say, between three
aud four thousand dollars, with Hones and
Town's endorsement to Samuel Stillwell,
under an understanding that Stillwellshould
not put it afloat in the market w:thout first
apprising Mix of his intentions; but Still
well wishing to purchase some goods of
Hones and l'own asked them if it would
be convenient to take in part payment their
own endorse nent? With marks of surprize,
they denied that there was any such in
dorsement in ex stence. Stillwellwas posi-
tive, and returned to get the note to exhibit
to them, meeting Mix at the door, he told
him of the negot ation, and of their having
forgot their own yndorsement—adding, that
he was going back to satisty them  Mix
tieard him in silence, took tne alarm, con
sulted a friend, and immediately left the
state It was then discovered that We e:
fected :he forgery by the foliowing ingeni-
ous attifice:
Some time before, having to pay Hones
and Town a sum of money, he wrote a re
ceipt for them to sign, near the top of the
leaf in his reccipt book, in such a manner.
as t) enable him to cut off Lheir sig atures
from the receipt and leave tiiem attached to
the blank pape. hejow, and then, bv turn
in_ the paper back for runt, hetuined, the
signatures cn one side into an indorsement
on the other; and then, by writing a note
and sizninz it himself, pavable to Hones &
Town. inatantly Hones and 'I'own appeared
as indo-sere for the same sum  1his he
did, and immediate:y became possessed,
with more than a conjurer’s adroitness, of
the indorsement of Hones and Town, tor
upward~ of §300J. For this piece of dex
tenity, the grand jury of New York, at the
subscquent sessjons, saw fit to find aun in
dictment for forgery again-t DNMr. Mix,
ariich bhe took good care -hsvld neverteach
him; and nerer of course betricd And
now, reader, vou have become somewhat
better acquainted with the man with whom
the agent of the government has, since the
abosve transaction, made a contract, by the
nonfulfilment of which, strange asit may
appear, he has transferred to his pocket,
out of the pockets of the people, the trifling
sum of (wo Aundred and twenty five thousand
dollars, and has retired to spendttie money,
with leisure and dignity, at Georgetown—
where, as we have been told, he has been
living in a style of splendor that vies with
that of the most opulent men in the place
N Y Evening Post.
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New-York, May 1.
T'he Mobile Commercial Register, of the
Sth inst. received vesterday by the brig
Fenwick, contains the following article.
Com Adv.
Mobile, April &,
By an arrivalthis morning from Port Ro-
gers (formerly called Key West) on the
coast of Florida, we learn, that on the 24th
of March, that the Island was taken pos
session of in due form, in the name of the
United States, by Captain Perry. of the U
States schooner Shark. We understand the
island is © miles long, bv 2 broad, contain
ing extensive salt ponds, capable of maling
three to four hundied bushels of salt, and is
an eligible sitnation for supplying vessels
with provisions, ‘The harbor s said to be
equal to any inthe Gull of Mexico, both
for safety and depth ot water. The settle-
ment has heen lately forimed by a company
of enterprising gentlemen trom this place
Thefollowing extract of a letter furnishes
some of the particulars of the ceremony of
taking possession,
Fort Rogers, Thompson Island, March 27.
We have been precent at the taking pos-
scssion of this Island, in the name of the
United States. ‘l'hisstep was takenin con-
sequence of a letter from Mr 8. to head
quarters, and Captain Perry, who received
orders to examine the harbor, &c. speaks
tavourably of it. Mr Warner, the Ameri-
.canagent at Havana, arrived in the Shark.
Pursuant to ordeis, they landed on the 25th,
and planted the American standard, under
a salute from that vessel,
Charlemagne, it is said, was entombed in
4 sitling posture, with 2 crown on his head,
and a sceptre in his hand. The notions of
some men in our own days, seem to be e.
qually fantastical, as a proof of which, may
be produced an article in an English paper,
in which it is stated, that the late Dr. Bar-
ry, of Willingford, was buried in his gown
and bands, with his hair powdered, a nose-
gay in one hand, and a book in the other.
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Naples, March 8, 1522,
ERUPTION OF MOUNT VESUVIUS.
Mount Vesuvins, which had been for se-
veral months in a state of totai inaction, on
Friday, the 22d February, showed signs of
renewed vigour; on the following night it
was in a very great activity, and on Sunday
night, (the 24th Feb. ) the voicano exhibit
ed a very grand eraption. A broad stream
of lava descended the cone, and seemed to
turn off in an angle, and run down the
mountain towards Resina and Portici; the
flames above the crater were lofty and con-
tinued; an unremitting discharge ot fiery
masses, which were thrown upin the air to
a great height, issued from the mouth, and
the groans of the mountain were heard in
Naples, like distant thunder. About ten
o'clock on that evening the view from the
city was particularly striking—the wide ri-
ver of fire ran on in majestic slowness; in-
numerable pale torches were seen coasting
its gides, on which some bold and curious
persons sectaed every now and then to be
treading; the flames were reflected across
the bay, and threw a strong plare on the
buildings and on the faces of thousands of
spectators, who had gathered on the Molo,
8anta Luvia, and other open places, togaze
at the magnificent conflagration.,
* On Monday (25th Feb.) the eruption'was

Tenen desetves another, »
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‘Ptineels of Parants, the. Kiag's wife, as-
cended {6 the hirmitrgs of San Salvatore.
Un‘Toe«h!’(mh) lo.d rumbling moises,
were heard in. Naples, at'very short inter
vals docing all the day; the quantity of
smoke which issued from the v?lc‘no was
so great that the sun was quite discoloured;
\ts reflex was of a murky red tint, and the
atmosphere was heavily douded. Religious
processions were made in the little towns
at the foot of the mountain, which baveso
often suffered from their dangerous neigh
bour. Tawards evening; a3 appearances
promised a good night’s werk, we set off
from Naples to view :he operations nearer;
the road to Resina was covered with peo-
ple going and returning, like a fair; when
we reached the spot where strangersare, on
common occasions surrounded by guides,
and asses and mules, to conduet them up
the moantain, we found that no animals
were to be procured, and it was with difi-
culty we tould get a stupid old man fora
cicerone, who rendered us no other service
than ‘carryicg a torch The ascent was
thronged with people, some pushing on
eazerly to the objects of theéir curiosity, and
others returning and discussing what they
had seen; far below San Salvnor‘e_ we saw
the stream of fire rolling along a wide hol-
low, and approaching the path by which
we were going up: it was then, however,
at a considerable distance, its course was
very slow. On reaching the hermitage we
refreshed ourselves as well as the crowd
there assembled would permit; wethen con-
tinued, and for shortness traversed the lava
chiefly formed by the eruption of Jannary,
182 ; we reached the foot of the cone just
where the stream was descending; we tound
it about thirty feet wide; it was not liquid
lava, but composed of ashes, ignited stones,
and old masses of vo'eanic ejections, swept
away in its course and heated again; these
Tu .ps rolled over each other, producing a
strange clinking noise; some of them were
of very great size, and the whole stream,
though deicending a steep cone, moved but
slowly  Bevond this principal stream, mid-
way up the cone, was an opening, whence
very large stones and other burning matter
we' e continually thrust out; this mouth fed
a scattered strea n, bevond which was ano
ther narrow stream, proceeding, (likethe
prncipal one) from the crater; they both
united with the m2i.. bedy in the deep hol-
low helow, and rolled on towards the road
which leads from Resink up tothe hermit
a.e The qnantity of spectators standing
by the sides of4h s burning river was as.
tonithing: we, with a great many of the
more adventurous, determined to ascend
the cone; we therefore passed a little tu the
lett of the great stream, and began toscram-
ble throuzh the deep loose cinders and ash-
es which cover this part of the mountain,
and render it at all times a most fatiguing
tiimb.

A little path or tract formerly eXisted, in
which the guides had laid masses of lava to
facilitate the mounting, bu: it was just in
that line that the presen’ erupt on descend
ed, and we were in consequence obliged to
go up over the sand and cinders, in which
we stuck up to our knees; andat everythree
steps lost one on an average, After a most
breathing toil of an hoeur and a half, we
found ouvselves with a few others, on the
edge ot the grand crater; hence the coup
d'e.] was terrifically sublime; the flames
rushed cut of the mouth and- threw them
selves in the a'r ina broad body to the ele-
vation of atleast a hundred feet, whilst ma-
ny of the ficry stones flew up twice that
height, the flames fcli bhck into the mouth
and then burst out again, as though impell
ed by a fresh impulse, like the blast o1 abel
lows; inthe descent sume ot the stones and
lumps of cinder returned into the mouth,
but the greater part felioutside ofthe flames
like the jets of a fountain  While we were
standing on the exposed side ot the crater,
very intent in observation, all of a sudden
the volcano gave a tremendous roar; it was
like the crash of a long line of ar illery, &
was instantly succeeded by such a discharge
of stones as we had never before seen, at
the same moment the wind which was very
high, gave anirregular gust, wnich direct.
ed a gond part of the stones towards where
we were posted; oursituation was for a mi-
nute or two very perilous, but there was
no shelter near, and we stood still, looking
at the descending shower which fell around
us; we however, happily sustained no o
ther injury than a short alarm, and hav.
ing some ashes dashed in ourfaces by stones
which fell near &. Two or three geutle-
men who wereascending the cone atter us,
were not qui'e so fortunate, for many of the
stones falling outside of the ridge, rolled
down the side with great velocity, loosen-
ing and carrying with them lomps of cold
lava, &c.some of which struck those per-
sons on the legs with great violence, and
nearly precipitaced one of them headlong to
the foot of the cone. After this, we tho't
we had seen enough, and turned to go
down; thedescent is as easy as the ascent is
difficult; the cinders and ashes slide away
heneath the feet; nothing is necessary but
to step out (the quickerthe be.ter) to keep
one’s equilibrium and to avoid the fixed &

not more than.ten minates in reaching the
point, whence it had taken'us an hour and
a half to mount, In coming down we
were struck with thestrange appearance of
the torches of companies ascending and de-
from Resina to the hermitage, and thence
to the cone they were scattered about in
thick and fantastic groups.

we could not enter; the large flat around

who had come to see that blazing moun

of the volcano. We took some slight re

from scenes of festivity and joy.
already seized upon a fine vineyard, which

was blazing very brilliantly. After our re

road. On Wednesday, the27th, the erup

head.

much less considerabls; in the evening, the
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continued in this peaceful state ever since.

large stones and pieces of lava—we were

scending; they formed a pale wavering line

On reaching
the hermitage we tound it so crowded that

was covered fike s crowded fair by peopie
of all nations and of ail ranks from the
beautiful and accomplished Countess of
Fiquetmont, wife of the Austrian Ambas.
sador, to the Austrian serjeant and hs wife

tain; numbers of people had come from the
towns and villages below with bread and
wine, and fruit and aqua-viz, all of which
articles seemed in very great demand. 'T'he
motley scene was lit by the silvery moon,
and the red towering flames st the summit

freshment, and repaired homewards in the
midst of as gay groups asever returned
When we
got lower down, we found that the lava had
approached very near to the road, and hipd

treat, we learned that the lava traversed the

tion was in a great measure tranquilised;—
still, however, crowds of people continued
going up the mountain, and an Austrian
officer, who had come from Capuatosee it,
was unfortunately killed on the ridge of the
cone, by a lapgestoné striking him on his
On Thursday scarcelyany thing bat
smoke issued from the crater, and it has

o PI¥

oo --'}‘7 ' $ITT R {'\:""‘?; ‘;';3,"'
\.,w"“ .2»#‘ () ‘,! %‘ 3
¥ -yl

: <X
Annapolis, Thursdsy, May 9.

Pretd

The Senate of the United States have re
fused to confirm the nominativo, by the
President, of Col. Towson &nd Col. qug,-
den, to their respective appointments -
The votes in that body stood for confirm-
i against it 25.
ing 17, ag

FIRES. =
Thirty Houses were consumed by fire in
Norfolk, on the ni%ht of the 30th ult,

In Baltimore on Friday morning last, 14
or 15 buildings, were reduced to ashes by
the same devouring element,

—

NEW MILITARY POST.

The Buffaloe Journal of the 23d ultimo,
says, «we learn that the War Department
has determined to establishment a mlluu.ry
post at the Sault St Mary’s between Lufe.s
tiuron and Superior- Itis to be occupied
by a detachment of 250 of the 2d regiment,
now at Sacket’s Harbour.

CUMBERLAND ROAD.
_ Oneofthe most important incidents on
Saturday last, was the rejection, bythe pre-
sident, of the bill to authorise the erection
ot toll-gates on the Cumberiand road
Nat, Intel

The reason assigned by the President for
this velo, is, that ¢«Congress do not possess
the power, under the constitution to pass
such a law. Itis tho’t the bill will not be re-
passed.

MASONIC.
Extract of a letter from a gentleman resid.
ing at Wasnington City, to his friend in
Pittsburg.
You doubtless have seen sometime since,
a notice in the National Intelligencer, call-
ing a meeting of Masons in the Senate
Chamber: as you may probably not know
the object, or the proceedings of the meet-
ingthus calleds | will state them—kt was to
obtain the sense of those Masons now in
our city, from different parts of the Union,
on the iropiiety of establishing a GE NE-
RAL GRAND LUDGL, a considerable
number attended, among whom were some
ot the most distinguished men in the coun
try, and atter some discussion, they unani-
mously agreed that it was expedient and
neces-ary to proceed to the foration of a
General Grand Lodge, and for this purpose
appointed a committee of eleven to op-na
correspondence with the several Grand
Lodges throughout the Union, and to re-
commend to them the appointment of dele-
gites, to meet in this city in February next,
to consider the subject, and it three fourths
of those rep-e~ented should agree to the for-
mation of such a lodge, to empnwer them
te proceed to'he formation ofa constitution,
which-is to be submitted to the approval of
the State Grand Lodges. Mr. Baldwin
from your city is one of the committee,
Extract of a letter from Paris, dated March
2d, to a gentleman in Boston

«“You will see by the paper | send you,
that there has been <ome disturbance in this
city for two or three nights past; but as lit
tle is said with regard to the cause of this
commotion, itis necessary that [ should give
you some account of it.

«There is a large number of catholic mis.
sionaries employed by governmenttc preach
in the different arrondissements of this city,
and throughout the country, in order to re
claim such as have embraced infidelity, and
bring back to the bosom of the church,
those who have wandered, and to re-tore
that church (o the state of purity, in which
it was before the revolution From the na-
ture of their em~loyment, & the manner in
which they are paid, you might well expect
that they would have not only zealto build
up the kingdom of their Lord, but also to
suppoit that of the Bourbons  According
ly we find them singing in the churches, in
a very lively air,

*Vivele France—Vive le Roi,

«Foujoursen Fance le Bourbons et la foi *
At other times,

+Vive le Roi,

Vive la toi,

«Vive la croix,” &ec.

«With regard tothe design of govern-
ment in emploving these men, and the efiect
likely to be produced on the minds of the
people, as it respects genuine religion, |
shallmakenoremark,exceptthat there have
been several lost sheep brought back, on
the shoulders ot these good shepherds, into
the catholic fold, and so safely housed, that
1do not think any  wo!f of Calvin or Lu
ther, will ever be able to catch them. Bre-
bis heuncuses! But it so happens, that
there are here, as in most other places, many
stiff necked, untameable, wild as the young
ass’s colt, and who cannot be made to is-
ten with pleasure to these vood missionaries,
On the contrary, they speak of them with
contempt; say that they preach des sottises,
foolish things; talk about abstemiousuess,
while they daily load their mortal bodies
with roast beef, fowls, pates de Strasbourg,
&c. all well diluted with the best of old
Burgundy and Champagne. There are al
so others, whodo not think that faith in
Jesus Christ and in the Bourbons, are in-
seperably connected. Many of these, and
if 1 mistake not, the greater part of them,
arc such as profess to be tbon Catholiques.’

«sLast T'hursday evening, the missiona-
ries assembled at the church of Notre Dame
des Victoires, in order to preach and sing:
but, instead of finding an attentive audience,
they found themselves so much hissed, that
they could not proceed. Presently a crowd
was collected around the chaurch, and much
noise sugceeded. Thestrong arm of mili-
ver was thought necessary; three or
hundred gens d’armere were called
who succeeded in preventing the mis-
ies from geceiviay further insults.—
unded, several arrested, a
mong whom wers General Demarcay, and
M de Corcelles, members ot the Chimber
of Deputies. :

«Friday evening, the crowd dbllected a-
gain; the streets near the church were filled
with gens d’armere, the shops all closed,
and none but women permitted to enter the
church, °

«Third of March.—Last night, the mis-
sionaries rested from their labours, and all
was peaceful.

sl supposethey willpreach againto-night,
and | expect more dificulty.

«\What will be the issue of this, 1 do nat
venture to predict; 1 leave you to make

opr own reflections. { will only add, that
ately two applications have been made to
government for pérmission to form bible so

i S
.very lime, tb}‘?ﬁ! Mix ’.ij
ot mene

‘and soch large Contingept Kpi
of interéohrrogc with‘ﬁ}?‘h :’l(m

ter, o accoun _qg{
Y

Contingent

thing it is for U

treasury report to congress of thif.
tion, does not inform the poblic in' g
pacity Mr Mix acted, or whit

actually rendered to the country for €} i I
ney thus -advanced’® to fiim=ith
in the opinion of our ralers, g’y "
seem, a piece of information‘Wwhich wis
thought ofsuffictent importancs o seqiai
the people with; or, which it might
been deemed inexpedient (o ‘comnmaj
to them Butthis is not all. On { fes
examination of official documents, ang
treasury books, it appears that, on theguy
of September, 1520,—more thsn t..“'m
after this famous contract with Miy v,
made.—he still remained as a.pubfe ¢
faulter on the public books, a heugh |y
had been in the habit of dratving from 4,
public treasury, agreeably to his conf:
the neat little sum of nine ‘or ten the
dollars per month, commencing in )
1818!  So that it may be fairly presyng’
he his been permitted to draw qut .of
treasury nearly two hundred thousand ¢y,
lars, without being compelled to
money with which hestood charged gl
more than three years prior to the 30th g,
tember, 18151 What willthose whog
pay to take care of the public treuur‘y”
to this? This is another sample, ap,
thousands, almost, of others which eauld\.!
furnished, of the manner in whigh you'
public affairs are conducted by those .
trusted with their management. Can i},
any wonder, then, thatthetreuuryisrpoa-
as the National Intelligencer was Compgu;d
lately to acknowledge? or, that you have ty
borrow money to pay ordinary expemes
But I will lcave Mr. Mlix and his contract,
as | hope, for ever, and will proceed to give
you some information immediately unde
the control and direction of the Presides
and the Treasury Department  7This jnfor.
mation ought, some time ago, to have bee
communicated to you by that most patria.
ic, impartial and disinterested public jozn
nalcalled the ««National intelligencer’~
because the editors do. in their prospectss,
absolutely promise to give to their patron,
and to the public, the infurmation in qua
tion, and a great deal more; for all of which
they are (as they will themselves admi
most liberally paid,  Bat it doesso happen,
—1 will nat say fram what cagse—that k|
paper abstains fromi communicating to le,
publ.c many of the official reports madets
Congress, in whicb the people haves deep
interest; pariicularly such as serveto prove
a wanton and highly culpable misapplicati-
on-of the public money, and the mal-admi.
nistration of the public affairs.

If any notice has. been taken by the Na.
tional Intelligencer, of the report made by
¢‘the committee on the expendituresonthe
public buildings,”” about the beginning of
the present morith, it has entirely escaped
my notice | believe 1 may venture to s
sert, that the repoit has not been published
in that paper; but the editors will, doubt
less, give to their numerous patrons sub-
stantial reasons for this, no doubt, entirely
actidental omission.

This report, however, gwbclbtr it be the
wish of any body to smotber it or suppress
its circulation ornot) does,$o my mind, dis-
close some most important facts. It appears
by a documen_which accompanied the re:
port of the committee, that out of the mo
ney appropriated by Congress, for complets
ing the public buildings oithe city of Wash..
ington, and drawn for that purpose from
the treasury, the sum of 23,613 dollars 2%
cents was not applied to the object fof
which it was appropriated and drawn, bat
has been actually withheld and illegally
pocketted by the late commissioner, Samu-
el Lane, and some of his friends, to whom
he too (following higher examples) under
took to make «-advances.”” The sum ré:
tained by th® commi-sioner himself, agres
ably to this report, amounts to 13,028 dob
lars 80 cents; and the sum retained by his
triends (of whom a particular list is givet
in the document accompanyingit) amoun’
to 10,594 dollars 44 cents, making together,
as before stated 23,613 dollars 24 cents—d
sum nearly sufficieat to pay the President ‘l
salary for one whole year,” The largestsucy
-which appears to be in the hands of anyon®
of the late commissioner’s friends,amounts
to 2,837 dollars 92 cents. Thissom appeart
to be due from one Solomon Davis, whoif
called ¢ Superintendent of the Marble Qua-
ry;”” and who, it is supposed, merely dre¥
money to pay the hands employed the"";
The commiitee add, it now appears th
there is not, at this time, any money o8
hand to defray the expenses on contiauisf
the work on the centre building of the ¢
pitol. \What proportion of the debts f:
trum the individuals named in thelist miri:
cdB herewith submitted, or ofthe balantt|
due from the estate of the late commissior
er, will be eventually recovered, the 'f”
‘mittee have not the means of judging. W

A few brief remarks on this affair, ¥ g
close the present communication.  Anop
nion prevails, pretty genenally, u‘“»"l'
greatest extent of the public losses, thmm
the defalcations of individuals, takes iy
at a considerable distance from the st &
the general government, This is L
great mistake The reverse of this i %
truth,  That greater dilapidations areco®,
mitted on the treasury at \Vaﬂ}lﬂl‘:;::
through the negligence (or any u""‘m.
which you may please to call it) of isf
stationed there for the purpose of 8‘“; i
your interests, I have no doubt, ‘: a
fact will be unquestionably proved I \
examinations which shall be ml_d‘ b{. ”,',
impartial, capable committee of mm’“
on which may be lppointed to ¢ v
these matters. In the case of MI-,".‘F"
the commissioner of the public bui ("d
now under consideration, what are the i
All his disbursements of the public ﬂﬂ"
were made st the seat of gonrnml‘:’" :
nected with one object only-—“‘m‘h’e‘p
building, rebuilding, or repairs of tHefy
lic buildings. For this service, ¢ o
gave him A regu::" ] °‘]'}:!°°» oy

ayable, like the other salangs, 3
;uyrly. : Hcl‘\gnve, ftis believed, DO u:u‘;!
forthe discharge of his duly—-becan!
gress did not suppote it could be Dﬂ poeal
{o take secyrity froma man who hif Proy
ly ta draw the money which mighth 2
€2, with one barid, out of the tf
pay it away to the workfmen wit

cieties, and have been refused,”’—Gasette,

h‘m.’ﬁ.w d
He was not authorised to mak !‘,“,‘{
of the public ‘nnnq-.iln that hehat .

. .7

o Che I QI
A Ao s bons Fogled of bl
b .w_iﬂl;}lh-d in r:}ly Pyruern ‘s house,
and ateand dranik st fina table.” Thus, you,
have eshijbited Lo you,’the disgustiog spec-
tacle of § public defavtter (dnd baving be-/
ﬂ,msu’i; withoutthe gemblance ofsxcuse
arapology) being kept xa kind of inmate
b,.ﬁmm magptrats of thenation) But
1apprehend this defaleation ts trifling; com.

ared 2o another from the same individusl!
-apd some of h1s rcessors, drising from
thesale of dots belo gng,to the U, _sm;-,
ja the city -of Washington . The amount
of thescsales must ‘be .immensely large—
though 1 do not recollect to have seen an
aecount of any money having been paid in.
to the treasury, arising from that source. —
Jishall bé my especial care to investigate
that matter also, and to inform you of the

tesult,

4 Native of Virginia,

From the Portsmouth Journal.
INDEPENDENTNATIONS QP SOUTH-AMERI-
ca.

MEXICO,

Including the kingdom of New-Mexico
and the prosince ot Guatimala, extends
yrom the Pacific Ocean on the South and
West, to the untertain limits of Lounisiana
on the north, and to jsiana and the Gulf
of Mexico on the east

1 he population o o alone, exclu-
sive of New-Mexico and Guatimala, was es-
uqazed by Humboldt in 1808, at v,500,000.
Sittee the beginuing of their contest with
Spait, the inhabitants of those Provinces
have taken a census, which may be con-
sidered tolgrably accurate. They report

the number lo‘bc, in

Mexico, 5,400,000
Guatimali, 1,800,000
New-Mexicty « 800,000

Total, N 8,000,000

The city of Mexico, the' eapital, contains,
according to Humbodt, 137,0Qu inhabitants

The independence of the ¢Blexican kim
pire”’ was declared on the :’.4Lh§\l_lg 1821,

The Republic of, CoromElA consists of
the Provinces of zuela and New.Gre-
nada; and probablylgaJudes also the nergh-
bouring provinces offfzumana, and Guian
and Macaciybo. If 8o, 1t extendsfrom the
Spanish Main on the north to Buenos
Ajyres and Peru; and from Dutch Gusana
on the east, to the Pacific Qcean; and con-
tains about 3,509,000 inhabitants. Its prin-
cipal city is Santa Fe de Bogoto, containing
a population of 40,000,

It will be recollected that the provinces
of Venezuela and New Grenada seperately
declared their independence; and since the
year 1803, have maintained a bloodigy con-
test with the-arms oFSpain; than any of the
othier provinces, .On the (8th Dec. 1819,
they united themselves under one govern-
ment, on the model of that of the United
States, and assumed the name of the «Re-
pubiic of Columbia.”

Buenos Arres, beginning at the 28th de-
gree of south latitude, extends nearly 1600
wiles to the north, where it is bounded by
the unknown regions of Amazonia and
Motto Grosso, and from the Atlantic on the
east, about (000 miles, to Chilion the west
Its population is estiinated by Humboldt at
1,100,000, The city of Buenos Ayres is
supposed to contain about 69,000 inhabit.
aunts, and Monte Video about 30,000. The
Vice noyalty of Buenos Ayres declared its
independence in 1816; but though it en-
countered no oppotition from the govern-
ment of Spain, it has been distracted by

civil wars, particolarly with the Banda O-
rientale, the eastern shore of the La Plata;
and by contests with the neigbouring pro
vinces, 1t s said now to enjoy entire tran.
quillity.

Peru is perhaps the least known of alt
the Spanish provinces It is more than
1000 miles in length, trom New Grenada
to Chili, and stretches westward from
Buenos Ayres tothe Pacific Ocean. The
Patriots have estimated its population at
1,700,000

Lima, its principal city, was founded by
Pizarro, and now contains about 53,000
inhabitants; ot «whom 17,00" are Spanijards,
9,000 negroes, 3,000 Indians; and the resta
mixed race, the descendants of Spaniards
and Indians. =

Peru was liberated from the power ofthe
Spaniards last summer, by an army from
Buenos Ayres and Chili, uuder the com-
mand of Gen. San Martin  Ou the capture
of Lima, on the I2th June,1821, they pro-
claimed their independeuce

Chili, extending fro erd to the Archi-
pe!§g0 of Chiloe, has in fact, never been
entirely conquered from the natives. 'I'he
Araucanians, inhabiting about 300 miles of
the lon.lhern part of Chili, have resolutely
saintained their ind:pendence against all
the attacks of the Spaniards, since the first
invasion of Diego Almegro; and the posses.
sion of the northern part of the country,
which the Spaniards ultimately acquired,
costthem ruore blood and treasure, than all
the rest of the continent. One ot the finest
poems in the Spanish language, the Aracu
cana, of Alonzo de Ercilla, celebrates the
‘wars of this nation with their Spanish inva-
ders, :

Spanish Chiliis about 780
250 broad. .Santiago, the capital, contains
about 46,000 inbabitants; and Valparaiso a
bout 20,000.—The numberof fnhabi.ants in
the Province has never been estimated. The
Pedple proclaimed their independence of
bpun.m 1818; and have since heen unmo-
Yested in the possession of their sovereignty,

The five communities are now introduced
by the United States, into the great society
of nations, It is impossible to predict the
moral and politieal efects of their indepen-
dmc?; but when it is remembered that the

lessings of freedom and knowledge are now

placed within the reach of 15 millions of the
human race, no sentiments can arise in our
hearts, but those of gratitude and joy. Itis
Worthy of remark, thatthe humss charac-
ter has attained jts highest perfection either
In times of great agitation and calamity, or
. immediately after such periods. Anage of
revolutions is always an age of great mental
;n Y. Intimes of civil contention there
! 8 developement of talent that on ordinary
:Culwns would have remajned concealed.
tu'::d even ;gong thdse, who by birth arfor-
i ¢ are leed.at the summit of society,
l‘ge‘teb' n:t!mqg times, an excitement ot
tling..a kmdlmg of imagination—that
Prepares them for great enterprises. Men,

whote chaigcters have been formed in civil
: »"lnd"l'::. “:nu:ucuﬂty a habit of bold
9 a ought, and a contempt
: .:L'?::‘ "gmgﬁ?’ “hrrnm, being obliged to
_'!hein(iloa,' il \lyplt\m to think for
il TR SR 1
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