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LIFE OF COM: MURRAY.
From: the Post Folio, °*
,Lommodore Alexander: Mutray
was born in Chestertogrn, Maryland;
on the 12683y of July, 1755, of ho-
nest agd respectable parents. From
carly‘life'he.was devoted to the wa-
tery element; and-at the age of 13,
commanded a vessel in the Europe.
an trade. The revolution shortly
after breaking out, zcalously attach-
ed ty the causc of his country, he
forsook the mercantile life, and was
appointed a licatenant in the first
Maryland fegiment, commanded by
Col. Smalfwood. Ile had previous.
Jy received an appointment to the
samc station in the navy, but as we
had ‘no fr:gate then in service, he
entered the army.  He took an ear
ly and conspicuous part in the hard
fought battl.s that ensued at White-
plains, Flatbush, York, &c.

His sense of hearing was much
impaired by tne explosion and burst
ing of sundry pieces of cannon, on
the New York battery, while firing

at the enemy’s fleet, on their pas-
sage up the North river. This in-
firmity he laboured under until his
death, At the clese of thiz cam-
paign he was severcly afllicted by
chronic complaints, and was com-
pelled to retire, soon after having
been appointed to the rank of cap-
~tainin thi¢ second regiment.” AT
this time two hundred cffective men
only returncd, out of mine hundred
thac marchied from Annapohs; the
rest having been either killed, or
taken, or having fallen victims to
the maladies of the camp.

On the re-cetablishment of his
health, captain Murray resumed his
rank in the navy. As there were
no public ships ready for scrvice, he
was appointed at various times, to
command sundry letters of marque,
vepeatedly passing and repassing the
enemy’s fleet, and seldam escaping
without a battle.  One ol these en-
gigements is worthy of record:—
Having been appointed to the com-
mand of the Revenge, aletter of
marque, carrying 18 six pounders,
with a complement of 50 men only,
hesailed fram Baltimoure for Holland,
He had the chief command of all
the vessels then lying at that port,
bound on toreigh voyages, some of
which were well armed. * Meeting
with the enemy’s force much supe-
rior, he was compelled to return
with his flect, consisting of 40 ves.-
sels, and to seek reluge in the river
Patuxent. The number afterwards
increased to about 50 sail—the com-
manders of which all agreea to fight
their way through the opposing flcet.
With this determination they put
to sca, when a fleet of privateers
hove in sight. A signal was made
for all the unarmed vesseis to re-
turn, and for the remainder to rally
round their tommander, The ene
my’s fleet, cunsisting of one ship of
18 guns, one brig of 16 and three
privateer schooners stood for the
body of tht flcet. One brig and
one schooner only obeyed capt. Mur-
Tay’s signal to rally. He soon dis-
covered himself lying between the
ship and brig, when a severe en-
gagement ensucd. Captain Murray
kept up an incessant fire from both
broad sides, and in an hour’s time
had the satisfaction to see his ene-
mies haal off, after having sustained
much damage. The brig and the
chooner likewise behaved extreme-
lywell, and repelled the assaules of
their adversaries. Captain Murray
afteg this action, returned to Hamp-
ton' Roads torefit; his sails and rig-
2ing were much injured; but fortu-
Nately no lives were lost; few only
Were wounded, himself among the
Bumber, After captain Murray had
repaired his vessel, he sailed for the
banks of Newfoundland, and was
unfortynately ovettaken. end sur-
Tounded by an Englishfleet of one
hundred and fifty mep - of war and
transports, bound.to New York.—

le was putsued addiéaptured by a
frigate. The captaio and lieuten-
it were his intimate friends, from
whom he r;t'gvrd..everg kindness
and attentionv He at last, sreived
}"'1?*!1& elphia, where ho ‘Was regu-
ar "

- "}:’e-‘; ‘,::?g“d' ci

.
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Price—Thrae Dollars. mm

“}'captain Nichalson, was then ready

fof service. This officet had before
distingoished himself in a very sq-
vere engsgement of New York,
ith a-British ship of waf galled the
tt. She was manned with a
tew,and sent expressly to
-t Tmmbullﬁ_v“'l'he action
continued\for- 2 hodfs; ‘both sides
received mych injury,” and a dread-
ful carnage\ ensued. ‘I'he British
ship hauled &fF, and.was towed inte
New York. The captain being ask-
ed the name bf the Trumbull’s com-
mander, replitd, that he must be ¢i-
ther Paul Jonks, or the Devil—for
never was a ship fought before with
such frantic desperation. Captain
Nicholson likewise put into por-. to
repair; and when he sailed on his
sccond cruise, capt. Murray volun.
teered his services as a licutenant;
and he had the pieasure of findng
his gallant frignd, the ptresent com.
modore Dale, oine of tht lieuten-
ants on board likewise. [ tthe
midst of a violent gale, accompani-
ed by thunder and lightning, the

When the storm abated, the crew
discovered themselves to be close
on board an English frigate. Al
hands were, nevertheless, called to

¢nsued. . At the time whenthe ene.
my’s fire began to slacken, it was
discovered that fnost of the battle
lantherns were extinguished, and
that the crew had fled from their
stations. A second Lnglish ship
was ldid along the stern of the
JLrumbull, which poured in her rak-
ing broadsides, and put an end to
the action. T'wo of the lieutenants,
with lieutenant Murray, were se.
verely wounded; and one third of
the crew were either killed or disa.
bled. 'The T'rumbull was the next
day towed into New York, without
a mast standing, and several of her
gun ports beat into one,

After captain Murray had reco-
vered from his wounds, he repaired
to Baltimore, where he was furnish.
ed with another fine brig, aletter
of marque. As he was unable to
procure a complement of men and
guns, be took acargo of totacco,
and wenton an intended voyage to
St. Croix. When he sailed from
Hampton Roads he had only five
six pounders onboard, and the crew
amounted to no more than twenty
five men, A privateer of fourfteen
guns, and one hundred nicn, came
alongside, by superior sailing, and
lay tast upon his quarter. The five
guns were brought to bear, and the
privateer was repelled.  Perceiving
captain Murray’s weakness, the at-
tack was renewed with redoubled
fury, while his own guns were per.
petually shifted from side to side,
as occasion demanded. In dtiempt-
ing toboard, the privateer wasagain
driven back, but succeceded in car-
rying away the mast, leaving not a
stick of timper standing but the
mainmast and the stump of  the
bowsprit. A final and desperate
attempt wasatlengthmade toboard,
but the crew of the privateer, with
the loss of hall théir-number, were
again repulsed. Captain Murray,
after moch hazard, arrived in safety
at St. Thomas, where he made sale
of the cargo.

Having refitted at this place, he
captured a Biitish packet by'strata-
gem, 1n the Gulf of Florida, with-
out firing a gun, and brought his
prize into the’Havanna. An em.
bargo was laid at this port in ~onsge-
Juence ofan expedition then fitting
out against the Bahama lslands, in
which he obtained a command. Se-|
veral other "American vessels then
lying in port, were armed and at-
tached to this expedition, which sct
sail with a lafge Spavish fleet of
transports, carrying five thousand
men, all unddr the American flag.
Captain Murray arrived off New
Providence, and the wind;blowing
hard, no alternative was left tut ei-
ther to attack a fort well ‘mounted
with heavy ordnance, or to be driv-
en on shore by the violence of the
gale..: The formerof these alterna-
tives he adopted, and' enitering the
port, summoned the fort' to surren-
der. This was immediately done,
and the Spanish flag waved trium-
phantly on the ramparts,

The governor and his -aid (since
the noted gene /ﬂf‘i:anda) who
poth ssited oard captain Mur

| 1578 ship, Were engaged in, forming

Trqmbu)l lost her foretopmast.—

their quarters, and adreadful action®

that an .uncorditions! Surrender
might bgloblained, i she ptihcipal
forts were thea in their possession.
Miranda, theff a.captain.of Spanisn
grenadiers, mortificd at thethought
that thes:Ariericans should have so
large a'share in the glory of shis

At roversy witp Mirancda en.
tued, which ended in afotmal chal-
lenge on the part of Caprain Mur.
ray. That offices believing, with
Falstaff, that “the better part of va.
lour was discretion,” refused to an-
swer the call, =,

‘Caprain Murray, after a success-
ful voyage, arrived at Baltimore, &
wag drdered on board the Alliance
frigate, as first hicutenant, under
the conimand of his old friend, the
gallamt commodore Barry, Peace,
in a short time, ensued between the.
United States and England; and af-
ter the ratification was signed, cap-
tain Murray, was the last officer who
*held a commission in the naval ser-
vices :He had been in thirteen bat-
ties in the army and navy, was fre-
quently wounded, and often taken
prisoner, which was the only thing
that ever withdrew him from active
and honourable engagement in the
service.

Nuring the administration of pre.
sidsnt Adams, at the commencement
of our hostilities with Fraace, the
name of captain Murray was found
amongst the officers appointed in
the navy, He repaired to Balti-
more, and took the command of the
‘United States ship Montczuma; ~of
24 guns; cruized for eight months
along the whole range of*\West ln-
dia Islands, and convoyed nearly one
hundred sail to the different ports
of the United States, without the
loss of a single vessel. Returning,
he arrived at the Delaware, receiv.
ed the public thanks of the presi-
dent, and was ordered to the com-
mand of ‘the Insurgent. With a
crew of three hundred and twenty
men he repaired on *board ot this
ship, and sailed under a roving com-
mission. Understanding that the
French frigate Ambuscade was in
the neighbourhood of the West In.
dia Island, he cruized there for sc
veral weeks, and put into the port
of Lisbon to recruit his provisions.

He next proceeded in company
with the British frigate Phaton, on
board of which were lord Elgin and
suite, in quest of two French fri-
gates, reported to be crusing off
Cape St. Vincent, with whom he
sailed until her arrival at the Straits
of Gibraltar,

He then blockaded two large
French corvettes in the bay of Ca
diz; but hearing that a number ot
American vessels were watched by
French privateers at Algesiras, he
repaired to Gibraltar for informa-
tion, Here admiral Duckworth was
anchored with a fleet of several
ships of the line, from whom he re-
ceived every testimony of civility
and kindness. He next cruized off,
Madeira and the Canary Isles; but
never obtained sight of the enemy;
the. two corvettes excepted. Re-
.ceiving information that the French
frigate Volunteer, of 44 guns, was
cruizing off Cayenne, he arrived at
that por:, where he understood she
had sailed for Guadatoupe. At
length he dis¢overed this frigate, of
which he had been so long in chase,
at Point Petre, where he blockaded
her until all his provisions were
consumed, and repaired to Saint.
Christophers to recruit. - On re-
turning to renew the blockade, he
fell in company with the Constella.
tion, and learnt from the gallant
Truxton that this frigate was the
Vengeance. ‘The particulars of that
memorab e battle are too well known
to require a specific deuail.

The Constellation, thenin a crip-
Pled state, and the Insurgent sailed
in company to Jamaica, for the pur-
pose of refitting, where the two A
merican officers exporienced evegy
kindness and courtesy from sir Hyde
®arker, who commanded on that
station, ;

Captain Murray received orders
from Jiavanna to return to Ameri-
¥t Meeting with strong and heavy
gales, and a lec current, the ship
sustained éuch injury, and it was
with theigreatest difficulty that she
was brought into Baltimore; thus
terminating a cruize of nine months,

never longer that a week in one

enterpglse, made shaniefnl” and dis..
g'r:ccf%ﬁm: of capitulation,

T SR e~ ived States frigate Tram- | the terms of capituldtion, - Tt wai i pore,-dnd his ship almose reduced to [t fined - in .the’ set
* PRINTED AND IU'BFHHBD-’ . bull, of 3;2 guns, commanded by his | in vain ;suggeited to. Mitanday by | a m!ed.’—-(lu .Ebnnjﬁnd'“m{h. $1art.’ td;d “ordéts to::‘e'i?m
nY gallint friend a0d rglazion, thedate the suliject of the present memoir, ingftom Jrr decks and sides in evely, '

5 el

gales G
- Scarcely tiad he time' to visit his,
famiily at Narfolk before he teceived
ordere to vkecommand of the Gun-

1

“stellation, commedore Troxron hy-

ing been transf¥rred to the Prysi-
dent.  His first cruise was for the
Leeward Islandsy Where he reljeved
captain Talbot®F the Constitution,
off_Cape Francpis. Jic had several
sloops of war;brigs, &c. under his
command; and such were bis ar-
rangemeags, that our tradg in that
quarter was cffectually protected-—
not a single” capture haying been
made by the French ctuizers.

While sailing "in quest of the
French frigate Vengeance, after the
action with commodore Truxton,
he received information of her cap-
ture by the English. He wasafter-
wards relteved by captain Sevier, in
“the frigate Congress, and sent on
his return 2o Delaware. Passing
through the Bahama straits, he stop-
ped at the Havanpa, to convoy some
American veéssels, and was ntro-
duced to the vice-roy of Mexico
and his lady, on their route to Spain,
by whom he was noticed with every
mark of cordial respect, participat.
ingin all the splendid entertain-
ments given by them to the princi-
pal inhabitants of that place. -

His stores being replenished he
failed for the Windward Isiands.
and on his passage encountercd a
dreadful gale, where ne had nearyy
foundered, and was on the eve of
cutting away his masts, when the
siorm abated. He proceeded nerth-
wards towards Guadiioupe, aud fell
in with the British frigate Magna-
nimie of foriy-four guns, in a derk
Mught; trom which a cun was fired
without the pretiminary cercmony
of showing a signal. At this mo-
ment captain Murray’s ward - room
officers crowded around him, indig-
rant at the insult offered the A-
merican flag, und auxiously inquired
tf he cid not intend to return the
fire. He sternly ordered them in-
stantly to their quartcrs, without
deigning to give aly uther repiy to
thur urgent interrogations. Dis-
gusted they obeyed the command,
suspecting no very honourable mo
tives tor such haughtiness, coldncss,
and reserve, It requircs but very
little aid from funcy 1o observe vy
the light of the battle lanterns, this
little group of offi.crs 4t their guas,
bending their full, expressive, and
indignant looks vn their commuander,
their eyes gieaming with reproaches
which their tongues dare not utter.
From him they cast their eyes upon
eacli other, and their silent glances
accompanied by sirugsand ingignant
smiles, emphatically expressed what
opinton was prevalent. The cap
tain meanwhile maintaining a cold
tranquility of deportment, saw and
cnjoyed the scene, appearing per-
fectly unconscious of the impres.
sion whign his orders had made.

Thissilent interchange of thopghts
and sensations more cloquent, how-
‘ever, than all the powers of langu-
age, lasted some time. Not a word
was spoken~——all was, atténtion and
dumb resentment, These officers
at length to their astonishment and
delight, recgived orders from their
commander to return the salute
with a full broadside. Another
train of sensations occurred, and
the frowns of anger were exchanged
for gleams of the fondest admi-’
ration. The orders were prompt-
ly executed, when the explanation
ensued, and precluded further hos-
tility g e,

The nexty day he captured a

French lugger of eigh guns,
fron which he receive first in-
telligence that preli ties of

peace had been signed d¥tween the
two belligerents; and falling in
with admiral Duckworth, these
tidings were confirmed. Arriving
off Point Petre, he ‘sent a flag of
truce to the French gommijssion-
er, by whom he was inyited on
shore, and was received with every
testimonial of * respect, Feux de
joie were fired from the. forts as he
passed, and during the two days of
his residence at thay place, al| was
hilarity and mirth. He communi.
cated the pacific intelligence to the

.other American commanders with

whom he fell in, and taking a con.
voy, sailed for Philadelphia.

‘The act of Congress reducing the
navy was now passed, and the com-

modore was ane of the thirteen siill
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ek He
i Tottbe;
dERrrancan, to ‘protect. the Ami
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e

cominctee, " in : that g :
from the vavagés of the Tri itan’

T
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wieid ; ipoli
cruizers. Commodore Truzion.
originally. destinedito tike.cho Epme i
mand i the Mediterrancan; Migohss 7 5 v
tréversy with -government ghd:hig® L
resignatioh are circumgtances: wel)’ ©
known. * Captain Murray® in thes
Constellation sailed in pursgance of -
his orders. and wheafhe arrivedin- -
the Stralts was . inforized by the. o
Uritish admiralsir James Saumares, -
that the Philadelphia and Essex
frigates lay at Malaga, Where the
t40 commanders Bainbridge .and
Barron were anziously waiting to be,
relieved.  As #enior officer he per,
mitted their feturn to the Upited,
States.. While lying in that port
awaiting instructions from his go-
verniicnt, he was informed by lotd
Keith the British admiral on that R
station, of the daily expectation of &o2d
the arrival of his royal highness the '
duke of Kent. Desiring to pay the ;0
royal duke every mark of respect, =
the admiral invited commodore Mur- K
ray to join if it was not inconsis-
tent with his'arrangements. The
commodore with his usual courtesy
agreed, and the first rank was as-
sigiied . to him after the admiral’s -
owa -flag  As soon as the royal
standard was discovered in the bay,
the British fleet, consisting of twelve
sail, fired 2 salute, followed by the
American frigates. and then the °
Portuguese and Danish men of war., ORe
The yards were all manned, and in
this manner they escorted his royal -
highness on shore, lord Keith lead- ’
tng the van in company with the
royal duke. They then repaired to
the parade ground, where they were
all presented to his royal highness
in form, in the centre of a hollow
square formed by a garrison of five
thousand men. When this cere-
mony was ended, they marched
round, and at the head of cacn Tegi-
ment were received with military
music and a feu de joie was fired 1n
ro.ation from all the canron in the
batteries,

Commodore Murray had a long
and familiar- conversation with his
royal highn.ss. which was several
times repeated, and always with the
warmest declarations of his respect
and regard for the Americans., The
next day he received a polite note
from lord K.ith, in which the admi.
ral says I am commanded by hig
royal highness the duke of Kent,to
make his public thanks to you, and
to the officers commanding the A-
merican frigates for their courtesy
and attention to him yesterday, in
h's own person, and that of the
British nation.”

On the day following, the Phila«
delphia and Lssex having departed
for the United States, commodore
Murray proceeded up the Mediter-
ranean with valuable presents from
his government to the Bey of Tunis,
sent from England by our minister,
Mr. King, which he delivered.— ; §
From this port he sailed for Tripoli, =
and fell in with the Bosten and two
Swedish frigates, with which he con-
certed a plan for a rigorous blockade.

As the Boston was compelled to put

into Malta to repair, and the Swe. -

dish ships of war to go away in

quest of provision. commodore Mar-

ray was left alone in sight of the

town for several weeks. He re.

paired to Syracuse for provisons; .
and in the mean time very advanta- ’
geous terms of peace were offered
him by the Bashaw, to which, as
he had no powers from his own go-
vernment, he was unable to accede.
He was once becalmed, when he.
was attacked by all the Tripoline -
gun boats, and thacontest was main-
tained for an hour. A light breeze -
springing up, he brought his guns to
bear, and distributed among them
such showers of grape, that they
never annoyed him afterwards,
Commodore Murray visited the
ex-bashaw at Malta, where he went
in quest of provisions. He was an
interesting and well disposed Turk,
of free and easy manners, He de- -
tiled to the commodore wt great L
length, the sufferings aud ' oppres- ,
sions imposed on him by his brother,
and solicited his assistance; but the
commodore was unable to serve him,
and could only breathe ‘a fervent
prayer for his success. His brother,
the bashaw, was a tvrant, whose
‘heart was impenetrable to the tquch.-
es’af mercy and compasiofi 2
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