o =

e

22
L XX

N
Pt

3

~

2

... -

B S g b R g bt e D

: “I'he men of Biorn rose respectful-

MARYLAND GAZETTE. -

Aopnapolis, ‘Thursday, Aug. 16..
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UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE.
In the first page of this day’s pa-
pre will be found, (republistizd from
the Maryland Gozette. 1816.) an
interesting history of the origin and
“progress of the great question to
which the public attention has heen
g0 frequently drawn—that of Uni-
versal Suffrage.  From which it ap-
pears that notwithstanding all that
has been said by Democratic Slang-
IWhangers, from Allegany to Wor-
cester, to intduce the peaple to be-
lieve that the Federal Republicans
were the enemies of its extension—
it will appear that the measure was
first proposed and advocated by
them,  Let the people read the docu-
ment, judge for themselves, and ap-
preciate that course of duplicity
practised by these men in order to
promote their own interest at the
sacrifice of truth and justice.

Tor the :\1—;:.:;1:1_1‘\ Gazette.
SINTRAM & 1S COMPANIONS.
[Translated from the German. ]
(Continoged)

: CHAPTER 23.
Tho’ the celebration of cnristmas,
at Sir Biorn’s castle, was not quite
as edifying and pure, yet the good-
ness and pleuurc.of God, was there
not less wonderfully manifested.

Upon B.orn’s request, Folko had
permitted Gabriela to conduct him
hall, and there the three sat
sound the ample repast, while on
both sides were spread mighty ta-
bles for the men of the chiefs, where
they partook of the feast, in full
accordingtoancient North.
Thousands of lamps

to the

panoply,
Jand custom.
illumed the lofty apartment.

Already had the approach of mid.
p'grt commenced its more serious.
reign, when G.briela reminded her
convalescent knight that it was time
to retire. Biorn overbeard her, and

‘remarked, ‘you are right, gentle
Lady, yout hero wants rest; but
first et us do juciice to one of our

venerable old’customs.”
Immediately

ture of a

1y,
arm,

in his sternest voice.
own, and my parents, have always | a
d.ac at the yuel-feasy,”
Biorn.
Friga's boar, and the friendly cup
shall be solemnly pledged round.”

We are christians, and celebrate the
Christmas feast,”

the other" thought Biorn: *Ivene-
rate my ancestors oo highly to let
their hero'ck
obitvion.
may follow his own wisdom, but
shall not interrupt me. I swear by
this golden picture—""and he al-
» | ready stretched out his hand to lay

four attendants
brought in a mighty sculptured pic-
boar, which seemed of cast
gold,and placed it, in solemn cere-

doffed their helmets vnder the
and sodid their noble Lord.

«What js this tobe?” asked Folko,
wThesame thy

rephied
We will make vows over:

wThat which our ancestors called
he yuel-feast, we do not celebrate.

s+We may do the one, norneglect | i

customs sink into
Who thinks differently,

it upon the iduls

But Folko of Montfaucon, ex-
claimed, ¢ Stop! In the name of our
common Saviour, forbear! Where I
am. where I tetain the power of
breathing and willing, none shall
wth impunity celebrate the customs
of heathen unbelief.” .

Biorn Kiie eye cast upod him a
loal»}fq‘f/uge. T'he followers of the
two knights separated from each
other and arranged themselves be-
hind their respective lords, on both
sides of the hall. Here and there
you could see a he met or cask buck-
led tighter beneath the chim,
«Coasider again what thou art
about, said Biorn; I would vow al.
liavce, aye fealty, to the house of
Mon:faucon; but if tha disturb me
in the exsrcise of those customs
which have descended to us from
our glorious ancestry, then look to
the safety of thy own head, and of all
those that are dear to thee. My
anger knows no longerany bounds.”
Folko indicated to lady Gabriela,
who zrew pale from apprehension
of the incumbentquarrel, to retire -
behind his men, arnd observed—r"1¢"
cheerful, noble lady! Mary and tar
weaker christians have, for the sake
of God and his holy church, fre-
quently encountered dingers miare
dreadful than those that seem 1m-
pending over us, Believe me,thereis
none shall easily lay low the Baron
of Montfaucon.”
Gabriela receded, according to
Folko’s request; she seemed some-
what consoled by his confident vic-
tor-smile; but this very smile served
still more tq inflame the impetuous
passion of Biorn.
He stretchea out again his hand,
and was perhaps about pronouncing
some horrid vow, when Folko pick
ed up in his left, oneof Biorn’s
mizhty stcel gauntlets that happen-
ed to lie on the table, and there-
with bore down so tremendous a
blow upon the golden idol, that,
shattered in two, it fell with a loud
crash upon the floor, Silent stood
the lord of the castlz and his men.
But soon grasped the iron ciad
hand the wighty sword; soan the
ponderous shield was lifted from the
wall, and an enraged, death-boding
mutter went round the ball. Upon
Fo'ko’s demand, one of his faitnful
men had reached him a battle axe,
he swung it high and powerful in
his left, and stood like an avenging
cherub in the centre of the hall,
when he addressed, with serene
composure, the convulsed asscmbly:
“What is your intention, foolish
Normer? What is thy desire, sinful
knight? Hast thou turned aheathen?
Then I hope to prove to th ¢tinthe
contest, that God can furnish my

make of thee, but one—it is that
thou inflict not the disgrace upon
me of lcaving my
sccking agother hospitable hearth.

it is possible, y ¥

lhy.l 1HiLin s mé:icr:‘h:;:‘g:c;’:r:e; l'i-tening to his verbal reprennt:lions. the
oly cross over Biorn,

with Gabricla to their chambers. | o

The men of the house of qutf:u. P

con followed them inproud silence.

every wish of Fulko and Gabricla
But they retired more and more
within the bright sphere of their
own apartments, where for them lp]ll'\k e
scem to bloom a happy life of unin- y U
terrupted May, within this icy
winter. The wounded state of the

castle, and of

] fear you not, 84id Montfaucon
frer short reflection;” and as_far as
1 forgive you willing-

Now the stubborn mind of the

knight was quite broken, and with { the items have not yet

ncreased humility he attended on |t

Baron intecrupted not the eveuing
amusements of the interesting tales
the merry songand the sweet notes
of the lute; and it appeared rather
as a new pleasing phenomenon to
sce the tall warriour lean on the
arm of his fair lady, to view th:r.n
both 1n a manner, cxchanging their
mutual sphere ofattentions. moving
together through the iliumined halis,
and strewing theirkind salutations,
like blossoms of spriog, among their
assembied ladics and men.

*(To be continued. )

For THE MARVLAND GAZETTE.
«MR. KERR AND HI= AGENCY

“He that steals my purse steals trasiy s something.

no'l g .
Y Pwwas oatniey U hisy and has heen slave to thousands:

But he, that tikches from nuce iy guod namey
Robs me: of that, 8 hich not eariears him,
And makes me poos indeed

Mr. EpiToOR, =
Nothing ever brought more forcibly
to my mind the truth of the sentiment o
eneryetically expressed in the above quota
tion, than the peiu-al ot a piece in the
Marygiand Repubiican of the 2#tn ultimo,
headed in the same manner as the remarks
which t now send vou fur publication in
the Maryland Gazetie Itis we'l known,
thut during he late war, be'ween three and
four hund:ed thousand dollais were expend-
[ ed by ihe state of Mouivland for its detence.
because the general govériment; Whosedu~
tv it was to def. nd us, lefi us exposed t « the
attacks from the enemy on all the waters of
the Che-apeike and Potomac Thi. ex
nenditure was sanctioned by the legislatuieg
then com; osed of atede al house ot dele-
gates and de ocratic senate. No man, at
the time, of any party, doubted tiie proprie-
ty o it—nay, the ab.ol ite necesiity of it.
Affd although an attempl has since been
made, and is now repeaed Lo found upon
this expenditure, & charge against the tede
ral admin stration of the stace, of an extra-
vagant waste of the public money, that
charge has been completely ceiuted, even
by a report of a committee of the demecra-
tic hou-e of delegates composed of a majo
tity of democratic members, winter betore
last,
As the geacral government was hound Lo
protect the sta'e, but failed to dn so, Mary
land had a just claim opon itfora reim
bur~ement of expenses, and accordin_lv
authoiised the exscudve to appant an
agent tor the prosecution and settlement of
that claim. John Leeds Reir, Esq alaw
yer of great emncnce on the eastern shove,
and as much-distinguished by cnergy, in-
dustry and talent in business, as by a cha
racter of unsutlied intearity and honour,
was selected tor the appo ntment; anima ed
by a laudable desire to serve the state, he
accepted the appointinent, altaough it i
well known ata great sacrifice of profes.
sional business, and for a compensation
which was to depend entirely upon the wiil
oi a future geneial assemtly.
He immediately applied himself to the
Auties of his office, obtained tue necessary
documents tron1 the council chamber, and
at.er having labo.inusly examined them and
ascertained that they .ere properly arrany
ed by the clerk of the council, proceete
to Washington, agd prescuted the claim
to the then secieta y of war, My Craw.
rord The rule o! as,umption, th~t wa-
en proposed. was, that the general go-
vernment should pay the expenses of the
drafted militia cailed out under the ¢x-
press recognition of the preadent, and
some other expenses for services before ex
pressly adopted by him  This would have

great exposure of our state to altack by an
cnemy having possession of our waters,

left arm too with the power of vic-
tory; but if thy blind hate sgffer
thee to hear. then listen! Upon yon
damned picture, which, with God’s

thy hand, when thou sworest to de.
stroy all members of the Geeman
Hansa, whom their fate should de-
liver into thy hands.”

impetuosity of the storm.

ers, in imitation of him?

men.

hard and Rudlib be our signalt”

cyes trom the ground.
withdrew one by one, and
and

his wmen.

said: “Do'unto me, as thou has

done unto this!

help.'T have shattered, thou didst lay

swAnd Godhard Lens, and his son
came to thy house, compelled by the
What
didst thou not then do, O, wild
Biorn? \What did ye not, his follow-
Try your
power upon me! ‘The Lord will be
with me, as he was with those pious
To arms! to arms! And—"
turning to his companions—*God-

But sir Biorn lowered his drawn
sword, and his followers stood in
silence, nor dared to raise their
Atlast they
lelt
Biorn alone opposed to the DBaron
Biorn perceived
not their having forsaken him, he
sunk upon his knees, laid the
mighty sword down by his side,
pointed to the shattered idol and

I have desetved no

the encmy appeaved, under the lucal autho
vities of the state, before the gencral go
ve:nment could receive noutice

of the pgeneral government came in.
then presented an able memorialto the pre

settlement, and finally succeeded in obtain

bursement of nearly all our expenditures

tae g-neral government tv assume the pay

Maryland Republican

proved, that no assumption had taken place,’
(i e in February lhf

serted it in a letter to governor Goldsbo.
rough) -«but merely a preliminary under

examinationof the accounts and vouchers *

as to the accurac
pression used by

or precision of the ex

writer, who seems either ignorant of th
t

items, or indeed any of the items are exam-
ined? Whnat was the claim lar
That the expenses jncurred by herin her
delence should be reimbuised.

seerctar,

vouchers have not yet been exhibited, that

been ascertained?
me and savs, ++Sir, | have a clam apon you
for work done during the last two years”’—
[ answer, *«I admit your claim. and will p1y
it. Present your account with the bills for

vouchers.”” 1
naturally preceded a statement of iterms or
production of vouchers
denied altogether,
senting the particulars of it with the proofs?

cxcinded atmost all our claim, for from the

neavly all the expense of our defence was
incurrved, by calls of the milita wherever

The agent
took upon himeelf the responsibility ol de-
cl'ning any .reimbursement upon a princi-
ple so rigorous and narrow, and wisely de-
terinined to wait till the new administiation
He

sent secretary of war, Mr (‘alhoun, forei-
tly and clearly seiting forth che strong and
peculiar ground of justice. upon which
Maryland demanded » more liberal rule of

ing an assumption of our claim. upon such
equitable terms as finally secured the rejm-

1 say, that the agent succerded in getting

ment of our claim, notwithstanding the
quibbling denial of it by the piece in the
‘That writer says
«sthe fact was and circumstances have since

8, when thie agent as.

standing had been catered into between the
secretavy of war and the agent asto the
principles, upon which it should be finally
adjusted, leavingthe assumptiontorest on an

I shall not enter into a critical discussion

.  thg agent in his hasty com-
munication to ti@dxecative, nor will I en-
gage in an examination of its force with a

‘rue import of language, or willinzly to mis-
construe and pervert it; but [ would beg
leave to inquire of all men of plain common

?

oa, with the secretaty of war,

‘ . .
:chim isto be ddjusied; does not implf a
previous admission that a cjaim exists? And'| ¢ artio, fo
may nota clam be admiited, and an en }]J0 ﬁn‘:’z‘,
gagement to piy it be inade, before all the :vg::'lld b':e o

of Maryland?

Alter reading Mr. Kerr's memorial, and

of war admits, that Maryland has fid

just claimto a reimbursement of the ex-
anees of her defence, and assumes, (to use
mercantitle phrase.) to pay them. Is this
t.all inconsistent with the: idea that the

been examined, and

hat_ the amount of that claim has not yet
My carpenter comes to

fo

in other words with the
The admission of a claim

For if a claim be
where is the use of pre-

Apply this reasoning to the claim of Mary-
land, and every body must say at once, that
it must, in the nature of things, have been
assumed or acknowledged by the geaeral go
vernment, betote the particulars an‘d the
vourhers in prosf of them had heen exhi-
bited and examined into  Such is the na
tnral course of this business, and the one,
which reason points out, and the actual
practice at Washington is conturmable to it.’
Thus in our case, the agent makes a repre-
sentation of our claim to the secrewary of
war. ‘The secretary of war admits the jus-
tice of it, and directs it to be audited. e
never examines items orinspects vouchers;
that is the duty of the auditor and i3 perfor
med after the claim is admitied. The se

cretary decides the principle, and after he

decides, that a claim is just and according

to law, that claim may. with strict propri-

ely, besaid, in mercantile languaze, to be

; the proof, and the amount of the
items i< a'terwards decidedunon by a distinc!
and inferior officer, according to such rules
as are established by thesecretary, In case
a new principle arises, and the accountant
haw doubts, reference is again made to the
gecretary for his decision,
Notwithstanding the 1ssertion of the wri-
ter in the Marviand Republican, that :ir.
Kerr had made a false statement, in his
commucation to Gov. Goldsborough in
Febh. 1818, he goes onina few sentences
after, and says «{o this pericd (i. e, Nov.
18,9 ) ¢ewe have no complaint to allete
azainst the official conduct of Mr. Revr.””
The writer then proceeds to charge Mr.

~Kerr-with.a ailtuloeglect of his duly, lor.}
the base purpose ol embarrassing the demo-

cratic admimistration, which had succeeded

tnhe federal administration, by which he

was appointed.
ft will be recollected, that in the year
1519, £180,000 of the claim of Bblaryland
had been paid, and that it was reduced
to abont $125,000, when governor Spriig
came into office 'This sum consisted ot
items, which had been either suspended or
tejecred by the accounting officer, or third
auditor of the treasury, ard thercfore re-
quired more labour and atteniion from the
agent than tne part previ u:ly admitted.
Opposite to each item were staed the rea-
sons of that suspension or rejection. 'I'hese
were communicated to Mr. Kerr, who with
his characteristic assiduity applied himself
to answer-the objectins to the satisfaction
of the secretary o war. He arranged these
items, divided them into classes, and upon
each class, made a separate and distinctar-
gument, and then submi:ted it to the deci-
sion of the secretary. With theargument
on some, the secretary was satistied; on
others he wished for further explanations;
and itappears from Mr Kerr’s letters to
the executive, that fresh explanations were
required after the month of Aug 1420,
which were accordingly given, and it ap.
pears further that as lateas the 20th of Nov,
no decision of the sec.etary upon tlicm had
bren commmunicated to Mr. Kerr.
tappears however from the writerin the
Maryland Kepublican, as weil as from other
sources, that bis excellency gov. Sprigg had
just before this peiiod Leen over to \Wash.
ington on a visit to the secictary of war,
where it fuither appears, trom lhe'reprcscn-
tations that have been madde of it, that he
made such a stir, that seccetary, auaditors,
clerks and all, quitted all other husiness,
and devoted themselves to the gratification
of his wishes!!! Forthwith a final audit
was maie of the claim of Maryland, and on
the 28th of Novenber, not the secratary of
war, but Mr. Hagner, the aud tor, givesin
formation of it by letier—not to Mr. Kerr,
the agent appointed l>.y the state to transact
the business—but Lo his excelleacv Samuel
Sprigg, governor of Maryla.d! I appears
howeer, that ' wo da_vs a'ter this, Mr Kerr,
who was the proper orzan through who s
this communication shiou'd have been wade,
was still vninformed, and accotdingly so
wrote to the goveiror., And wonld there
be any thing surprising ov remarkable in
the circumstance, if Mr. Hagner had writ-
tento Mr Kerr a leiter oi the same date
with that to the governor, that Jr. Kerr
should notreceive that letter on the Eastern
Shore of Margland, within two days? And
yet this is all the foundation that this fair
and impartial writer has for his base charye
against an honourable man of high chaar-
acter: Notwithstanding in that very letter,
the agent states, what afierwards appeared
perfectly to the satisfaction of a demoeratic
committee of the house of delegates,’ who
were charged with a particular investigation
of his services, (as | shall presently shew)
that «the had at all times attended at the
sswar department, when his presence there
sscould in the slightest degree further the
siprogress of the examination of the ac-
sieounts—and he had never passed by any
¢fproper occasion for urging, in the most
¢izealous terms, both the secretary and the
sauditor to a final decision on them.”
If upon afoundation so slight as this, a
charge of so scrious a nature asthat prefer-
- | red against Mr Kerr, may be made with im-
punity, whatpublic officer’s characteris safe?
Itis to be hoped, thatthe chicf magitrates
of the state has not lent his aid in giving
plausibility to this malignant slander, And
vet, questions will occur to the cuiious on
this occasien, and inferences will he drawn
which may ot be very pleasing to his o
- | cellency—Such as these:— =
!ee‘::d :\‘i:dv't!‘e governor, when he volun.
i5it to the secretary of war, any

cause to doubt the fidelity lmfylbili!y of the
c | agent, specially charged with the manage.
ment of the state’s claim?

5 Qd: _ll'm._Whnt cause hadfhe? What
inquiries did he ever make of the azent,

’

3d: 1f the agen
duty, why did not the g
necessary information toithe
whenthe ambiint of that ‘sgent'¥ com

sation, which ought to depend -'l“&,t\i-

vices, was to be determined? - o
If all these questions be not satisfaetay]
answered, the nme_iurio\u sort of !
will proceed with their imperiuent

tions stili further, and will ask:, 9t

official vivit to Washington to impose
the piblic the impression, that that - oy
sccured to the stateof Marylandthe ajy

dollars of suspended and rejected iten,
w
pect quiedy to enjoy the crop of bogour
and’ applause, prepared by the laboor =
talent of another, merely because Herehar
to thrust in his sickle at the moment it =
ready for harvest?

rama-injustics; by moving toamemd is e

was

elity, dificuky and length of.k'q\.:ﬁ,
¥

People
. £
4th Did the goveraor hope by l“', ks,

ur thousand dollars out of the ]g;:g;

hich were paid last fall? And did ht‘ex:

5th. 1f this was not his intention, w)

was the ob]jec'. of his visit to Washin
industriously circulated throughogt lh"
country? \When the execulive megy <
was transmitied to the general vy
why was Mr. Kerr’s name uotmentioney |
counexion with Lthe recovery of the hl:nt
money paid into the tieasury? Thy eoyg
not be matter of accident. ‘The manner iy
which the clerk, Mr. Nitjan Pinkney’s
cervices, in arranging the ducuments f’"
the use oi the agent, were mention
sliews, that the executive were thinking f
the persors who had been engaged ¢
busincss. Mr. Kerr’s namethen was omitied
by desizn, and th.at omissivn, alter the,
probation bestowed vpon the other, wasip,
tended, aod did operale as an indiect cen.
sure cpon Mr. Kerr’s conduct in the may.
agement of the agency.

Rssembly,

in the

>

6tiv VWWhy afterwards, in the reportof the
conniliee of wavs and ineans, prepared by
Mr Maushy, of Harford, the chairman (f
that committee, was all the credit of wabili.
ty, activity and energy,” in the recovery
of the state’s claim, attributed to the ex.
ecutive, and the agent’s name not alluded
to, thongh the executive praises of the
clerk f:f the council, were reiterated bytke
coinnnttee,

ith Did not Mr, Maulsby afterwards, with
amanly candour and tiankness, «.when the
proofs of the ««ability, activity and energy,”
of the agent, were laid belore himasa n;er;:-
ber of the commitiee upon Mr. Kerr’s me.
movial, rise i his place, in the house,
acknowledge, that a very different irlpus:
sion as to hs services had been made upea
Lis mind, and endeavour to repair bis error

port, as chairman of the committee of ways
and means, by inserting Mr. Ken's name
in connexion with the executive. Andwhy
did the hcuse of delegates unan mouily
adopt that amendment; but, because tie
evidence was too clear to be resisted?
8th. Did not another democratic member,
with an indiguant candour, alledge, that be
had teen persuaded to entertain an entirely
talse opinion of Mr. Keir and his services,
and to believe the charge, that had bea
besely insinuated against him, (for no cne
darcd to make it openly,) that after the
election cf a democratic executive he h
neglected his duty for the purpose of ez
barrassing the finances of the _tate? AN
did he not frankly and explicitly state, ti
after a cavelul examination into facts, &
had satisiactorily ascertained, that it wasia
consequence of the agent’s solicitaiions ad
exerl uns alune, that the payments of money
had from time to time been made into°the
ublic treasery!

gth \Why did another democratic mez.
ber, Mr. Barney, statc in the same deba,
that eas respects the executive;ihe nd
«learned from an undoubted source, thits
«member of it, (meaning the governor)
¢ had' during the present year, interfered
«personally with a view to au early adjust
«ment of our claim

Itth. Did Mr. Barnev mean by «personl
interference of the governor,” thathe hd
held a correspondence with the war deqat.
meut, and bv his argnments convineed ht
secretary? Jf so, where are the documents
that wonld incontestibly have established
the governoi’s title to the credit o infl-
.encing the secretary’s decision? And wty
are they withholden from the poblic? An
we to Eelisve, that the secretary of war wa
so highly Yattered by a peisons! visit l'n!
application frum Mr. Sprigg, as to be i
duced from that circumstance, to do th
justice to Maryland, which 8 sense of doty
could not prompt him to vender? Th
governor would hardely expose himseft)
the indignant scorn and contempt of the
sceretaiy for an atterhpt to place him it
light so unworthy ot his charactere

1th Be* if the governos, himself b
endeavour to make it be delieved, thi 48
«personal intecference’ withthe war et
ment, had the wonderful effect so®
meiticned, who did? Who, but he, koe?
the seivices he had rendered? Who,
lie. could tell what pgssed between him,
the secretary? How happens it, by the ¥y
that we Aud the chief mayl‘:mafe of
state, ‘lowering the dignity of hile bigh 65
by entering into a correspondence (03
&s we hiave seen any correspondenct) =
an inferior officer in a depastment ot
general government, instead of the hﬂl‘
it? Forthe only written «ocument ¥
has been communicated, is a etter, 18
from the secrctary of war, but frazm W
tlagner, the third aud'tor of the tres®¥
departicent. (ne would have sepp
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