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¥rom kftvglish papers received at’

the affice of the New-York Daily
Advertiser,

ISLE OF SHEPPEY.

From a London Magzazine,

At the Anriversary ‘Meeting of | slow in thc'fr cafiy advancement:
the Isle of Sheppey Auxiliary Bible tiey had ‘h':”'y aliar "b“‘def LS
Suciety, held at Sheepneas, on Tues- surinount, theyf alledged superiori-
day the d4th of November, the of-jtv 10 demonggtrate by expenen}ce.
fuess of scriptural instruction were dut where ghey are known, t v:y'
swikingly ex:m'plifx:d in the state- | have longginc risen .nbovc cv.e_lr)
ments miven by the Chaplains of the | impzdi »At'buqh'qu,d:cc or hosl._\kl-
two convictships at that port, of the | 'y to fiuman N ®oiness; and, Iike

large bodies of Convicts respective-
ly under their charge. The Rev.
Mr. Edwards of the Beilorephon,
having mentioned the attention of
the prisoncrs in that ship to tie
reading and learning by rote large
pertions of hely writ, asserted 1t
as his opinion, thatin any ke num-
ber of labouring men notless swear-
ing and proiane language was to be
found; and that on the preceding
Saturday, a remurkable instance ot
honusty and integrity had occurred;
a convict, when at work on shore,
had found twelve shillings, with
which he immediately went o the
officer, requesting him to adept
means to find the owner; this he ac-
cordingly dil, and it proved to be a
labouriugyouth, whuse wholeweek’s
wages did not amount to that sun.

The Rev. Mr. Price, of the Re-
tribution, also gave a very gratify-
ing account of the beneficial effects
that have resu'ted from thc mea-
sures adopted by government (we
believe upon his recommendation)
for dividiry the convicts into class-
es and cftheir attention torelizious
instruction. A\ consi erable num-
ber hud, unknown to him, commenc-
ed a pray v meetinz among them-
sclves; and one of them “had that
day requested him to present tothe
BLible Sicicty the following lines,
which were highly graufymg toTHe
numncrous and respectadle body of
persons assumbled on the occasion
of its anniversary, and wiil we doubt
not, prove equally so to our read-
ers,

To the British and Foreign Bible So-
ciety, by a Convict oy board the Re.
tribution Hullz, Sheerness.

When without form the world sas
wrapp'd in sleep,
Chaotic darkness moved upon the
deep,
God spake the word from his eternal
throne
¢ Let there be light"—and light that
instant shone.

So man by nature, bound in chains
of sin,

TFeols not his state, tho' dark aud dead
within,

Until the go pel breaks the gloom of
night,

And in his heart createsicelestiallight.

Long has the world in mournful ig

n'ranc stoad,

And ragin; fyvants dy'd their handsin
blocd;

Bat mark the

ckange—where Satan
reign'G-berore, ————
And idol temples flow'd with huaman
gore.

God’s bless2d word reveals the glorious

And brings salvation down to einful
man:
Untator’d Indians feels the sparkling
ray,
And midnight darkness kindles into
day.

When torn from friends—imprison'd
on tho deep,

The wrete!'ed CONVICT bends his
Lead to weep;

When buorning tears in plenteous
streams are rhed,

And black despair sits brooding round
his bed, '
Where can ie turn—to whom forcom-
fort go—

- But to that W ORD which comfort can
bestow?

Though we are oteasts fast in mis'ry
bound,
- We gladiy hear the gospel’s joyful
sourd;
Not only hear, but feel its powerful
sway,
And humbly bend our sinful knees to

t pray. ]

The word of God has pierc’d our
darkness thro’,

And said, though fainting’ * Ye shall
still pursuc;”

Kind benefactors! mach to you we owe

* For that dear book from whence our
blessings flow.

e

6till spread the Word—success shall
. crown the deed,
And JESUS foe shall at his footstool
bleed;

His kingdom spread with joy from
shore to shore,

And * he that stole, 'shall learn tovstca'l

ORIGIN AND EARLY

have since grown up
tance as to attractt
the world, Sund

thei
spring, tae Missionary and Bible S(_v-
cictics, they bid fair to extend their
salutary cperaticns to the ends of
the earth.

\x} every wo,
‘To guilt itse!f, ghen in distress,

-} and-to promote-order- and decorum-

Sociel?.

s
o?th’e New-York Sunday S

RY OF SUNDAY SCL.K)OLS.

Like some other instityrions which
such impor-
attention of

Schools were

Bisters, or tather their off-

To lrave been the proiecters of a
plan, whes: execution has given it:
a clanm to the st p ace among the
methods o promoting the temporal:
aad eternal wellare of the mass of
mankind, she poor and ignorant,
surcly entitls tolasting and grate-
ful commemoration,  Tnia distin-
guished honour belonged to Robert
Paikrs, Lsq. of Gloucester, Eng-
land; a man eminent tor the excel-
lence of lus private charucter, and
for his usefu'ness as an intelligent
and active Crristian, ¢ At a peri-
od of life,” savs his biographcr.
& when success rarely inspires mo-
deration in the pursuits of tortune,
Mr. Ruaikes rem=mbercd the great
law of his Cliristian profssion, that
vo man livern to himself.  Helook-
ed around for occasions of disinte-
rested exertron, and found them near
at hand. Prevention of crimes by
instruction or reproaf, and compas-
sion for even justly suffering criw-
nals, were united iniis idea of Chris-
tian benevolence, which

o every way

‘The balm of pity willdmpart;

And-alt-relief that baunty can/}'c-
stow.” ‘

While employing his varj s ta-
lents in works of bcncﬁc;)'n;c and
extensive utility, the gftention of
Mr. Raikes was stropgly attracted
by the mis.rablegcondition of a
group of childregfin the suburbs of
the city of Glmlcest?r, who, during
the week were employed in a pin
manufactory, but on Sundays were
turned lgose to riot in the streets,
and whg were alike notorious (fr
progfiity, wretchedness and §gno-
rapte.
‘On inquiring into the condition
of these children,’ and finding that
their parents were so abandonzd
that no assistance could be expect-
ed from them, Mr. R, immediately
determined to institute schools in
which they might receive instructi-
on on Sundays. and from which they
might go to the parish Church. At
ter engaging instructors and rooms,
he waited on the Clergyman, who
was so much satisfied with the plan,
that he promis;—dflo lend his assist-
ance by going round to the schools
to sxamine what progress was made.

among the learners. It was about
the close of the year 1781, that
these schools were opened. Bur,
notwithstanding the enlarged views
of the founder, and the complete”
success of this experiment, the ex-
ample was not immediately follow-
ed. In 1783, Mr. R. tuserted ina
public paper a short account of the
good effects of this undertaking,
which brought the subject into no-
tice. In a letter, of November,
1783, in which he describes the ori-
gin of his schoals, and the metnods
adopted in conducting them, he says,
“the success that has attended this
scheme has induced one or two of
my friends to adopt the ‘?n, and
set up Sunday Schools i;ﬁ er parts

of the city, and now a whtle parish
has taken up the object; syathat 1
flazter mysclf, in time, the Ptod e!-

fects will appear so conspicuous’ as
to become generaily adopted. The
number of children at present en-
gaged in the schaols is betweentwo
and three hundred, and they are in-
creasing every week, as the benefit
is universally seen.’—¢ A woman
who lives in a lane where I had fix-
ed a school, told me some time ago,
that the place was quite a heaven
upon Sundays, compared to what it
used to be; and, I have often the
satisfaction of receiving thanks from

perceive-in their children.” Inano-

his schools, Mr. R. observes, that

no more,”

sition,and manners, they could hard-

parents for the reformation they
ther letter, giving some account of

he had asked a manufacturer, who
employed great numbers of the Sun-
day scholars, whether he perceived
any alzeration inthose poor children?

to that of mens In temper, dispo:

ly be said to differ from the brute
creation; but singe the establish-
ment of the Stnday Schools, they
have seemcd anxious to show that
they are not” the ignorant iititerate
creatures they were before.  When
they have seen a superior come and
kindlp-instruct an? admonish them
and sometimes reward their gogti
behaviour, they are anzious to gain
his friendship and good opinion.
They are also become more tracta-
ble and obedient, and less quarrels
some and revengefpl. In short, I
never conceived‘thkn a reformation
so singular, could have been efTect-
cd amoug the set of untatorcd be-
ings I employed. ; i
s To tvhe greater part of those
employed in diffusing the benchits
of the Sunday School system,” says
Mr. James, ‘it is unpossisle 12
form an adsquate idea of the ex-
treme ignorance of the poor before.
its introductian; except where 2
nappy feswgof thzir childrn were
gnhcre%enca&h tiie w.ngs of some
coaritable institution, ti.e great
mass of their offspring grew upin
tne most deplorable ignorance.—
Myriads of children, of both sexes,
were continually tising into life, to
wiom the letters of the a-phabet
were aset of mystic symbols, and
ev-rv page of inspired or uninaspir-
«d writ, an insoluble enigma. Liis
was the least part of theic calamity.
Ignorance is tne prolific mother ot
crimes, and of miseries. It is dur-
ing a state of mental night, thatthe
worst vices of the human character
steal from their coverts in the
heart, to prey upon the peace and
the comforts of society. To the
children of the poor, the Sabbath
seemed to suspend the toils of the
body, only to afford thewm greater
leisure foreffectingthe ruin of their
souls;zhey claimed the sacred hours
as their oWn, and diligently em-
ploved them to aid their growthin
wickedness. In the vicinity ofe
very lurge town, muititudes were
to be seen practicing every boyish
sport; while others spread over the
face of the country, to commnit their
depredations on orchards and gar-
dens. In many places, the farmer
was detained from fulic worship
to guard his propert}, or ‘elsc em-
ployed his servants in the samje
task. Persons going to the house
of God not only had their miunds
disturbed, but their peace Inter-
rupted, by numerous bands of these
unhappy yoath. Thus, every ge
neration of the poor was growing
up successively, without any gene-
ral efforts to instruct their igno-
rance, or check their violence; to
repress their vices, or to form their
manners.”’® '
For about three years after the
first establisnment of Sunday
Schools, they seemed to have been
confined to Gloucester. Their uti-
lity and importance, however, be-
gan now to be generally known, and
the plan was soon adopted in other
parts of England, * Christians of
all denominatians, wondering that
it should never have been devised
before, secmed determined to re-
pair, is much as possible, the mis-
chicf of pgast mneglect, by applying
with the utmost diligence, the be-
nefits ofthis new discovery in the
world of morals and religion.
« Several pubticispirited gentle-
men in the metropoiis, perceiving
that the systera would be greatly
aided by the establishment of a so-
ciety, which should combine the
patronage and energies of all deno-
minations of Christians, held a pre-
paratory meeting, August 30, 1785,

sideration the propriety of forming
a Society for establishing and sup-
porting Sunday Schools, for the in-
struction of poor children in differ-
ent parts of the kingdom. In con-
sequence of a resolution then pass-
ed, a public meeting was held on
the 7th of September, and an insti-
tution formed, bearing the title of
¢« A Socicty for the support and en-
couragement of Sunday Schools in
the different counties of England.
Tpis establishment was exceeding.
ly beneficial to the growing cause:
by the respectibility of its members,
it increased the pudblic confidence;
by their talentstic cnligh\cncd the
public mind; by their activity, it
stimnlaged the public zeah:and by
their pfoperty, it assist:&li pub-
lic expenditure. :

« It was an object of importance

the Rev. Mr. James
ham. .

Sir, 'he r:pli‘:we
fx c ‘,

change cauld ot

for the purpose of taking into con-\

to the Committee of this Sacicty, to

* This, ard some ather extracts,
arc taken from a work published by
of Birming-
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scale of thi§ good  cause. Among
the dignitaries. of the churdh: who
parronized the plan, the Bishaps-of
Silisbury aud Landal, apd” the
Deans of Canterbyry”and Lincoln,
obtained a ‘conspicuous ‘place by
their zeal and talents.” s
Great opposition is stated to have
been made to the early ¢ffarts of
Mr. Raikes. He was told ‘it was
folly 1o begin with children; he
should begin by reforming the high-
er classes of society, &c. He re-
plied, ¢the poor have the gospel
preached to them.” But so noble
an enterprise was not to be frustra-
ted by oppositien, nor blasted by
cavils and contempt.—Before his
death, which took place in 1811,
this excellent man, having himselt
superintended the education of 3000
poor children in his Sunday schools,
had the happiness to know that si-
milar schools were established in
different parts of the country, com-
prehending 300,600 Jearners.

¢ The Schoo!s,” says Mr. James,
twere at first universally conduct-
ed by hired teachers. This entail-
ed a load of pecuniary difficulty up-
on the plan, which, had it not been
removed, must have considerably
rctarded its progress, and conse-
queontly diminished its usefulness,
The Sunday Schuol Society alone
expended, during the sixteen first
years of its existence. o less than
fcur thousand pounds sterling in
the salarics of teachers. And this
was not the least evil attending ufi
on purchased labour. Hired teach-
ers can scarcely be expected to pos-
sess either the zeal or ability of
those who engage in the work from
otives of pure benevolence. Gra-
tuitous Instructions was an asto-
nishing improvement of the system:
laying a sclid basis for its efficiency,
and ensurtpe-its suceess, but which

to the vizws of its Author.” ** Were
we asked,”” says a writer in the
Lendon Sunday School Repository,
¢ whose name stood next to that of
Robert Raikesin the annals of Sun-,
day Schools, we should say, *that
of the person who first came for-
ward, and voluntarily proffered his
exertions, his time, and his talents,
to the instruction of the young
and the poor; since an imitation of
nis example, has been the great
cause of the present flourishing
state of these institutions, and of
a:l the future addition:l increase
which may be reasonably anticipa-
ted.” The exact time when this
was first introduced is not known,
ner where it commenced; tut about
the year 1800 this plan became
very general throughout FEngland.
¢ The improvement of the moade
of popular education, introduced by
Dr. Bell and Mr. Lancaster, must
be considered as forming another
era in the history of Sunday
Schosls, by aflfording new facilities
to the business of instruction. And
the advantages defived from these
usetul systems, does not consist
merely ju an imitation of all their
arrangements, but in demonstrating
to the world, more clearly than wus
ever shown before, that education
-is an art susceptible of indefinite
improvement; and in exciting an
ardour, before unknown, to carry
it on to perfection.

¢The institation of Sunday
Schools was now become universal
throughout England.
and every town ‘had warmly es-
poused the cause; suill there was
one thing“wanting to raise the sys-
tem to the shighest degree of cflici-
ency, and that was uNiow. In every
application of the sentiment, union
is power. Reasoning upon the ge-

conclude, that great benefits wou'd

formed.

regulations: -
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nouc ol the ‘Bishops,; ';h'_at.-zﬁjzféi
prompely "game, forward, and .cayif
‘the weight _bf_thcir(.tni.u‘:;iriqu.ﬁ'c'

) »ld bty
he ‘(cl[l:‘x

the sc

does not appear to have entered in-

Every city

neral principle, many were led to

result to this  particular case, from
an association of counscl and ener-
gy. After much private intercourse
on this subject, between many per-
sons 1n Loundon, a public meeting
was liolden, July 13, 18¢3, and the
Sunday School Uaion was then
The design of this asso-
ciation isthus announced inits own

¢+ T'he ohjects of this union are:
1st. To stumalate and encourage
cach ctherin the religious instruc-
tion of the young, ¢2dly. By mutu-
al copmunication’yto imfrove the
methods of inftruction, ly, 'Lo’
promote the opening of new schools.
4thly. To print books, &c. suitable
for Sunday schools, Gt a cheap rate:
5thly. Tocorrespond with ministers
and others in the Uaitdd Kingdem,
and abrod. Gthly. To promoté the

g all,

the co
instances Jof

ﬁ}zns'q’ {nstfy !"' 3
ui‘u‘hAqii’c'uT ted fa% s

and occasional

st

were most
Finding that the
in many places,
by the want cf
the schools, th.y
*“ A plan for the

The example

Unions
villages; a fresh
to those emplcye
instruction,

fore be regarded

valuable scheme.
In an accouut

taught to read

country.

miserating the

fanity and vice,

the purpose of
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schools the lead
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tion of a new spelimg book i
adaptcd to moral and relj 2
structon, than any thEy ¢
already in existence,
ject of the Committee
certain, by an extensiy
dence, what parts of

destitute

glected parts of large 1owng 4.
amidst the durkn:sé of bcn:h':]!

The friends of religion
to, formed themselves intot:
1y, called the Edinburgh Grd®)
bath School Society, the stled
-of—which was to promotet
ous instruction of youth, i
ing, supporting, and coqdwfﬂ‘
bath evening schools, in E
and its neighbounrhood; it F
ing and st
tant docirines of thescriptol
to be taught, and not the
tics of any dc‘nomin:gwﬂ &4
I'hese they
never be mentioned; 38 &3
.united to promote the commt
of religion, and not the Pt
ny
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large towns, and severa] €Ot
vere formed in difi,
parts of the kingdom, from i
the happiest effects have resulte
among which may be reckoned
establishment of new schools

O
ine,

eXCitement gva
¢ in the wat

tuition; the diffusion of Chngy
afiection; apd in same:j

[great tmprovement 1n the mods
‘ The formation of
Sunday Schodl Urion must then

28 an event ofy,

importauce to the success of

like the pru

continues Mr. James, the establi
ment of the Scotch Sabbath ¢

ing Schools ought not to be ezt
ted, as they may be fairly srated &
Lave arisen out of the Englishd
day school institution, The

dren of the posr, so far a5 conm
education is concerned, are o

in the pareck

schools, which are establishediath
Southern parts of that enlightest
Still, however, asitres
pects the observance of the Siths
and the more direct business of
hgious instruction, they are left
course to the care of their paree
multitudes of whom, indiferest
the welfare of their own souls, /i
no solicitude for the salvatios &
their offspring. Observing andeo

condition of ted

reglected youths, whoin greitsss
bers spent the Sabbathyand espd
ally the Sabbath evenngs, #

the friends f3
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Al
§‘ intention to ¢

to freedo

slave out of t
son making a
. tract, contrar
act, shall be |
couity court
be found, and
dergo confine

"IN COUNCIL,

“# March 18, 1819.

ered, That_the Act passed at
e?::lbe:;mn_ eighteen hundred
o] sesenteen, entitled, Anact to pre-
eat the unlawful exportation of ne-
and to alter and

o2 and mulattoes,
send the laws concerning runawa
. oplished ence in each week.
R
12 space o5

zid

5 Torsh Lizht at Hagers-town, th
;‘E‘;«:lt)ﬂ Gaz2tte
iy order. .
NINIAN PiNKNEY,

Clerk of the Council,

AN ACT

0 pr)":i\',
T 0LERU 1

Zways.

Whereie, the Jaws heretofore enact-
fre proventing the kidnapping of
s spd mulittoes, and of

g n2x”

insoori oy ot nf thisstute negroe
; £

1ol s antitled to theirfreedom
ste o vears, have been found
2:'r1n the commission
sencriscs oo mnsde:neanors; and
hath heen wouad moreover, that ser-
ats anl slaves have been seduced
m the -ervice of their masters and
ne-s. wnd fraudnlently removed out
this state; and that the children of
e nezroes and mulattoes have been

dnapped from their masters, protec

and rarents, and transported to
tuie pleees. Bandold.as slaves ford
s to prevent therefore such heinous
wqces. and to punish them when com-

i*ted,

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by thhe General
sembly of Maryland, That from and
r the publication of this act, no
rson shall sell or dispose of any ser-
ator slave, who is or may be entit-
to freedom after a term of years,

after any particular time, or upon

y contingency, knowing the raid ser-

ot or slave to be eqtitled to freedom
aforesaid, to any person who shall
t be at the time of such sale a bona
s resident of this state, and who has
t been a resident therein for the
ce of at least one year next preced-
such sale, or to any person whom-
ver who ghall be procured. engaged
employed, to purchase eervants of
ves for any other pereon not being
ident as aforesaid, and if any per-
chiming, possessing, or being en-
ed to such servant or slave, shall
or dispose of him or her to any
on who is not a resident aa afore
. knowing that such person is
aresident as aforesaid, or to any
wn who shall be procured, engagn;}
employed, to purchase servants or
es for any other person not be-
s0 resident, knowing the per-
$0 baving or receiving such ser-
tor slave to be o procured, en
d or employed, or who shall sell
13pose of such servant or slave for
nger term of years, or for a longer
ethan he or she is bound to serve,
ry such person making auy such
or disposition contrary to the
ning and intention of this act, shall
iable to indictment in the county
riaf the county where such seller
tllers shall reside, or sale he made.
0a conviction shall be sentenced to
o confinement in the penitentia-
ora term not exeeedjng two years,
rding to thediscretion of the court;
such servant or slave who may
t been sold contrary to the pravisi
of this act, to any perron whe is
resident a3 aforesaid. or to anv
o1 wno shail be procured. engaged
mployed, to purchase servants or
t for any other pereon not a resi-
Waloresaid. shall be sold by the
tof the court for the time he or
miy have to serve, for the benefit
® county where such conviction
I be had, or for the use of the nay-
od city council of Baltimore if the
iction shall be had in Baltimore
court, =
And be it enacted, That if any
D who is not a bona file resident
"8 state, and who has not resided
i for the ?.ce of ot least one
next preceding such purchase,
purchase or receive on any con-
tAny such servant or slave. who is
1y he entitled tofreedom as afore-
knowing that auch servant or
¢ 1seatitled to freedom as aforesaid.
iny person whomsoever -wha
procured, ‘engaged or employ
9 purchage servants or slaves for
“"‘!El: perton no} bei 1z resident as
Asi lnl'l.l pufchlnf. or reccive on
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