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~ Annopolis, Thursddy, April 16, ]

2 the Commttes of the City Councal

7 . REPORTS C e
Uf Mr. Lalrobe to the Chairman g

-of Ballimore, on the subject of a

aval Depof. )

R. B. MAGRUDER, Esq. ,
Chairman of a Committee of the
Council of Baltimore City.

Str,

I have great
you.the information you desire on
the result of the survey which 1
lately made of the harbour of An-
napolis, at the instance- of the cor-
porativn of that city, and on the
other pointe; countained in your in- ||
quiry.” [Rregret that a copy of my-
Teport, ia part, to the committee of
that corporation, ic not at present
in my hands, that I might furnish

peat ite substance, and I accompa.
ny it with a sketch of my map as
far as 1t is completed.

Inquiry 1st. As to the advanta-
ges ofcr.d by the port of Annapo-
lis to the estrablishment of a Naval
Depot at that place; and in what
points, If any, it may, in my op:ni-
on, be an improper or inconvenient
situation for such establishment.

Answer.  On inspection of the
map herewith sent to you, the fol-
lowing points will be evident: T'hat
the inner harbour of Annapolis is
completely land-locked, and as per-
fectly sheltered against every wind,
as any harbour in the world. It
extends~fcom a line drawn from
Horn to Greenberry Point, up the
Severn as far as a bay, eleven miles
distant, called the Round Bay. 1
havenot as vet sounded the harbour
bigher up than the Horseshos, Sl--
tuated about a mile above the
towa: up to that point from the in.
ner part of the bar, theres at least
tweuty-four fret of water in mid
charnel, in a great part of it from
twenty eight-to thirty feet, and in
many piaces from seven to eight
anu a half fathoms, I have been
informed by respeqdible’ and intel.
ligent men, rd®™WA: on the spot,
that from twenty one to twenty-four
feet of water can be carried up to
Round Buay. Round Bay'is a circu-
lar basin, said to be three miles in
diamszrer, and to have in great part
of its exwent from six to seven fa.
thoms of water. As far as I have
s unded the harbour, itis capable
of containing a very large fleet
with convenience. In many pluces,
as at Brice’s Point, there are twen-
ty-rour feet of water within one
hundreds yards of the shore, and at
tihe Horseshoe, a biscuit may be

chacked from three feet into twen-
ty-four feet water,

I'he Unized States own a large
extent of ground on the Severa,
north-westward trom the port] and
along the south side, along which
wharves may be conveniently pro
jucted mto eightee d wwenty
feet of water, In he choice
of sites for buildings and whnarves,
such as are regnired by the propo-
sed esianlishmeat, is so great, that
it is unnecessary to point out any
particular spot as more convenient
than any other. :

Ji

tersisextremely narrow, &cthe prin--
cipal.part of the fand fall’
Squthtiver. JetweenSouthriver&
theSevern, Carroll’s ot Spacreekex.
f tends for two' miles, and reccives
the principal part of the water which
falls in that extent mppo the ridge.
On the north-cast side of the Se-
vern, the head waters of Curtis’
and Bodkin creck, carries the water
into the bay .of Baitimore, from a

.. {short distance
pleasure in giving [ I'he Severn itself, above the tide,
is a mere rivulet, to that at the In-
dian Landing, which is at the head
of the tide: and three or four miles
above the Round Bay, there is still
s3id to be good w=ter, and former-

der these cifcumstances, the Severn
has a great advantage over any of
our great rivers that extend into
4 : the country, and drain hilly lands.
you therewith; but shall herein re- | “Phe ajluvion that can possibly find
its way into the Severn, is so very
trifiing,comparatively speaking,tnay
many generations must pass away

ous effect within many miles of An.

covers the outer harbour.
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from the Severn.

y heavy ships loaded there. Un.

before it can produce any permnici-

napolis. And on this head 1t is
important further to observe, that,
as far as [ have sounded, the bot-
tom consists of a soft impalpable
biue mud. The surface of the coun-
try is almost invariably a sand or
sandy loam. It 1is, ther<fore, evi-
dent that the present bottom of the
river and harbour 1s not alluvion ot
the present soil. On the other hand,
all the spits and shoals along the
margin of the river, which have
heen produced by the ruins of the
head lands and” high banks consist
of sand, and are steep, (up and
down.) This would not be the case
if they were produced by the depo-
site of alluvion from muddy water.
The increased depth of the wa-
ter inthe channel, naturally bro-
ceeds from the nature of this estua-
ry. The tide rises about two feet
stx inches at every flood; therefore,
the whole extent of the Severn,
with the Basin of Round bay, is
filled with tide water tothat heighth,
‘The average width of the river may
be very moderately assumed at half
a mile, which including the surface
of Round bay, givesa total of twelve
to thirteen square miles. This im-
mense mass of water returns to the
bay through the channel between
Greenberry and Horn points, in
the course of seven hours. The
waste of these points, since 1776, is
very considerable, and is laid down
in the map hereto annexed. The
ruins of the land have contracted
the channel in width, and rendered
a greater depth necessary to the
discharge of the ebb.

I now come to the second head
of your first inquiry, asto any points
of inconvenience attending the sit-
uation of Annapolis,

Thne only inconvenience attend.
ing this situation_is the bar, which

The extent of the bar along the {
usual ship channel, will depend upon
the ideas of the Navy Commission-
ers of the United States, as to the
d. pth of water which shall be con-
sidered as essentiaily necessary, at
the entrance of the harbour,

Into the principal naval port of
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‘rino yegetable matterias Lptesume’
all’ marsh mod and doze to be, ‘and.
has bean hoveinfrom thebay. This
is the more {probabdle,  becsuie the
edge of the bar within the harbour
is steep and gradually slopes out-
wards to.the bay, < -
On four fifths of the bar there i3
from twenty-two to twenty-three
feet of water; and on this part,
therefore, the . work of removal
would be inconsiderable. On the
other fifth from three to four and a
half feet must be taken cut. Mr.
Eveleth, who has been long end
successfully engaged in removing
bars, estimates the expense of ma.
king a channel sixty fcet wide, in-
cluding the sum of ten thousand
dollars for the machins, at twenty
five thousand dollars. Through
such a channel the heaviest ship
could warp in, against the wind,
even if pursued by an encmy, for
the wind would keep the enemy at
a distance.

Second inqury. What inyour
opinion are the comparative advaa-
tages of Annapolis over the other
situations recomm:nded for the
Naval Depot, or of those other si-
tuations over Annapolis?

Aunswer. On this head I should
fear to give an opinion, if Annapo
lis had at all fallen within the view
of the Commiss oners of the Navy.
who have reparted on the three d.f.
fereat sites of Norfolk, York river,
& St. Mary's. And I beg leave, on
the main points of the question, to
refer to a very able report, written
by Mr. Jeremiah Hughes of Anna-
polis, and printed by order of that
corporation, .
The principal advantage of situa-
tion is the security of the positios
against the attack of an encmy.
The harbour may bé admirably pro-
tected by forts ashore, and closed
by a boom between Gfecnberry and
Horn points, aad the vicinity ot
this. position to the population of
Baltimore, and of the upper coua-
try, and to the seat of government,
together with the ease-with which
the place may be fort.fied, renders
it safe against an army that may
land in the Patuxent, and attempt
the place in the rear.

To this it is answered, that An-
napolis is scated so far up the bay,
that no security whatevet is afford-
ed to the commerce of the Chesa-
peake by the works which may be
erected for its defence; and that an
enemy may enter and possess the
whole bay, undisturbed by any re-
sistance that can be afforded by a
torce embodied at Annapolis,

This objection would indeed be
faral, if the object for which the
Naval Depot is to be established,
were necessarily connected with
the defence of the Cnesapeake; but
in fact as the works erected for the
defence of the Chesapeakey-where-
ver it may be - found best to place
them, are the points to which the
enemy will direct his first and fier-
cest atcack—it appears to me plain,
that of all sitvations they would be
the most improper, at which to ac-
cumulate the incalculable value of
artillery, and stores, and ships, and
timber, and buildings, which con-
stitute a Naval Depot, If we must
suppose the enemy to be superior

.tapsco, 28d of Gj

‘napolis, in the manner I have done.
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* The ‘elevited watera ot
h('i}%:ﬂl.“ . 7 >
deed, gréat .natuica) /it Ties,
docks, both 'wctml'-dr{r vhich
"Annapolis; ‘and at .the:three
positions, can be orfly; obtaloed Fid
steam engines: but'theh',tl;gih@;;

al deposits, brought ' down, MmLc
harbour by the, several cappiders’]
ble streams that discharge ~theat

selves into it, are au gbjetiic
which deserves scriops :cqhniﬁcn‘-}
tion, . il
With great respect, youts, &c.
B. H. LATROBE, Civil Englueert
March 13, 1818, f———)
P. S. I beg leave respectfully-to
observe, that | feel some delicacy,
perhaps unnecessarily, in disposing.
of the information, obtained at the
expense of the corposation of An-

But the friendly use to which it is’
to be applied by you,andthe-impes—
sibility of obraining an answerfrom
Annapolis in time, willy I am sure,
sanction the communication.

R. B. MAGRUDLR, Esq.
Chairman of a Committee of the
Council of Baltimore City,
Sir,

J herewith transmit to you the
chart mentioned in my report. It
15 a slight copy, but will fully ex-
plainthosepointsinthe report which
require it. .
Captain Brame has dong me the
favour go ¢ ghibit to'me his chart of
the ’Pﬁﬁsc Pay; amd ofthe Bayof
Chesapeake. as far as Sandy Point,
themituation of which point is laid
down in the chart which I'send you.
I cannot sufficiently express the ob-
ligation which I feel towards Cap.
tain Brantz, not only for the plea.
sure which I bave derived from a
survey, conducted and executed
with such very unusual ability and
accuracy, and the instruction which
I have derived therefrom, but for
the strong support, which the facts
collected by him, and his opinion
thercon, afford to my own surmises,
as expressed in my report to you,

The concise result of thesefacts,
which bear principally and conclu-
sively upon the question of estab-
lishing a naval depot in this part of
the bay, are as foliows:

1. That the mud shoal which ex-
tends along the west side of the ship
channel of the Chesapeake, and
passes across the mouths ot the ri-
vers Patapsco and Severn, in the
form of a bar, is an original stratum,
belonging essentially to the forma-
tion of the country below the gra-
nite 1idge, and is not an alluvial bar
of the present soil,

Fer, all the hard shouals, knobs,
and knobls, which are so numerous
in Front of the Patapsco, (and of
which I know of at lcast one pro-
minent iastanceinthe bavof the Se-
vern,) are composed of hard sand,
_gravel, and shelly matter, and are
"pierced by holes, deepening sudden-
ly from five, eight, ten or twelve
feet upon the hard shoul, into twen-
ty, twenty-four, thirty feet, and up-
wards, into the blue mud. This
formagjon extends across the Poto.
mac, below Washington, where I
have found under an apparently so-
lid bot=om of hard gravel and sand,
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T T tE presemestate of the
inner barbour, secure, extensive &
deep. Butit remuins to be inquir-
ed wheth-r, as almost all our har
bours within fifiy years, have beJ
gradusly rendered more and mdre
shoal by the aliuvion brought dbwn
by the rivers wnich discharggthem-
sclves into them, the same may not,
in a-shorc tune, occur tgfthe har-
bour of Annapol.ss ‘Fo/this very
important inquiry, | anjaer, that it
appedrs from a chart ja the council
chamber, made in thf year 1776, by
a Mr, G.rreston, ghd which [ have
proved, by my Bgwan survey, to be
extremcly corsct, that there is
nuw mote wz(er upon the bar, as
well as int inner barbour, than
15 set dow) in his chart, even ai-
lowing ttat he has made the de-
ductiop?from the neat soundings,
whi:\y)ls usually made in sea charts
by fea otlicers, in order to give a
dde allowance tor the trougﬁf the
sea in boisterous weather, a%d thus
to avoid the danger.arising ifo
dep ndance upon soundin
in a calm.

Thus it appears th
now at least as good
two years ago, i
fict is eastly ex

1t was forty-
t Better, which
ined by covsider-
stances Jttending

The crr, notwithstanding its
extenffnd breadth, and the extra-
ordgfiaty shect of water or basin at

its Head, is, in fact, a mere estuary
of the tide, and receives compara-
tively very little land water. Al.

“{ a natural stratum part ot the forma-

Great Britain, (Portsmouth) there
is, as I am informed by Captains of
the British navy, not more than
three fathoms (eigliteen feet) of
water, nor can any ship drawing
more water, goin or out with her
full armament, or at least without
bringing herself upon an even zeel.

N

MNE this depth is satisfactory, then
it avill appear that the bar offers no
‘ohstruction whatever, because there
was at an uncommonly low tide
\(February 7, 1818 ) nineteen and a
alf fect of water on the shoalest
part of the bar, extending four hun-
dred yards. But if twenty-four
feet be necessary, then it will be
found, that the distance between
that depth without and the same
aepth within the bar wiil be twenty-
six huqdred and forty yards, or one
mile and a half. But nosh'pofwar
draws, I presume, that depth of
water. o= ;
The question, however, arises
whether the bar may not be re-
moved. i

4 The bar consists of a mud so soft
that a pole twenty-cight feet long.
shod with iron, went, by its own
weight, to the depth of twenty.se.
ven feet. Seamen have informed
me that any vessel under good way
cotld without possible injury sail’
through it. It is, probabdly, cither

tion of the country, which being
more tenacious than the alljoining
sand, has .not been worn down to
the same depth by the attrifion of

most parallel w_igi@:e Scvern, 1o

| the water; or, it is the product of tho

at sea, to be able to insult us mour
own waters, and to land, where he
pleases, a considerable - military
force, then no situation in the rear
of which troops can be landed, and
from which the mass of the popu-
lation is distant, and the country
around which is poor, thinly inha-
bited, and unable to subsist an army,
can be a2 good situation for 2 Naval
Depot.

But if the situation itself is se-
cure from attack by sea and land,
if the establishment is such in point
of magnitude as is consistent with
the necessary defence of the coun-
try, and is provided with the medns
of large and rapid equipments, and
if, at the same time, it is 80 imme-
diately in the vicinity of the waters
to be defended, that a formidable
force, prepared in security at “the
depot, can in a few hours proceed
to the attack of the invaders, thtn
I shauld respectfully presume, that
the situation would be the best that
could possibly be chosen.

I do, therefore, with great sub.
mission to the judgment of the high
charactcrs who have fecommended
other situations, concsive that si-
tuatien more eligible, and that one
-0 secure as that of Annapolis could
not easily be found.

Third tnquiry. Whetherin your
opinion the Waters of Patapsco do
not possess similar or superior ad-
vantages to those of Annapolis? -

To this inquiry [ couldoffer no
answer which would deserve attene
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into which a pile could not easily be
driven, a substratum of blue mud,
into_which it sunk as soon as it
reached it.

2. That all the sand, gravel, and
shelly shoals and knobs, in these ri-
vers, and in the bay, may and must
be considered to be either remains
of the present alluvial surface of
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The committee.on Nibg A
to whom we?e'f;fui;&“g-’,‘.aar& !
instructing themto qﬂiﬁ{{f‘&-‘ Y
any, and" 1f any, wharjilfe %
are necessary and properigk;
in the several laws. relajing- s u
government of, the ‘navy; I

Aoy

proceeding of certain touﬁ!il*.'x?ﬂ
al lately held inghe Mediera

; weRl
Perry, captain  Joha H_nﬁ?!-,

captain John Q. Creigton; 3ty
memorial of certain midshipmen
longing to the Mecditerrany
squadron, addressed to tie Py
dent of the United States, Tepons:
The committee have e'x'm;.j
the several subjects referred 1o theq
and are of opinion, that the gend
regulations for the governmen 3
the navy do not require tobe chyy
ed. With a view of ascertyig
hether the citcumstangey gi;
lately transpired in the Mediten,
nean, have grown out of a defee;
the law, or the administrationof}
law, the committee, after an gy,
tive consideration of thelaw, i
the several cases determined gy
it, think the defectis nosinthel;
‘Their attention, has been piriy.
larly drawn to the 3d, 14(&1,;&
30th sections of the act “fortly
better government of the navy'of
the United Statess: -The:dd safis
on of the said act i8 in the folby
ing words: ** Any officer, or aier
person in the navy, who shil
guilty of oppression, cruelty, k,
shall, if an officer, be cashicred, o
suffer such other punishment 3
court martial shall adjudge,” &.
T'he 14th section of the said a,
in the following words: * Noofict
or private in the navy, shall dische
the lawtul orders of his superior of
cer or strike him, or draw, or ofd
to draw, or raise iny weapon igusst
him, while in the esecution of thf
dutics of his office, on paia ofdmi
or such other punishment as1 cou
martial shall inflict,” The 5oh
section of said act is in the foloy;
ing words: * No commandingofict
shall of his own authority, dischitis
a commissioned or warrant ofiey
nor strike, nor punish himothers:
than by suspension or confinemey
-&c. any commanding officer—ot:
ing herein, shall be punished B”NM
discretion -of a court martidl.”_k
willbe obscrvcd,thmhepu_mlhw
denounced againstan infcr[uruillj
for strikipg, &c. his superioh, B
be death or such other pupisteal
as a court martial may ajuf
whilst for a similar offence css®
ted by a superior officer 1538
inferior, the punishment 13 53
_the_discretinn_of a court @7
may award, In these 1B
cles, such an inequality
nishment, is supposed by avf/
exist, as to call for a chu}gt“ﬂ, :
law. ‘Chis impression did o
cape the attention of lb!lc o
tee; but on mature reflectiol ¥
were led to doubt the proprdtf
the opinion—striking, draxié

“the land, or to be alluvion brought
down and lodged upon the original
muddy bottom of our. waters, by
the rivers that discharge themsclves
into the bay.

3. This being the case, it follows
irresistibly, that if this stratum of
btue mud be removed by are, it will
not be again lodged, but that the
¢hannel will remain open:—for it is
a generaily known -fact, that the
channels and holes ot muddy bot-
toms do not easily fill up, the tenaci-
ty of the clay resisting the attrition
and abrasion of the water: a fact
exemplified in the blue clay sides of
the Bayous of the Mississippi, and
of the Mississippi itself, which,
_with an astonishing depth, are al-
most perpendicular; and, (as Tknow
from much personal experience,) in
the oozy shores of the east coast of
England. - Ghannels, on the contra -
ry, that are cut through alluvion,
braught down by the [reshes of ex-
isting rivers, are liable sooncr: or
later.to be filled up, especially il
they consist, as they generafly 'do,
of sand and gravel ko

I am, therefore, strongly dncour-
aged to believey - that should the ar.
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tion, unl¢ss Lwere perfectly {nform.
K B ey ; {»

pons, &e. Bn'tﬁi’part”_ofﬂ :
aainst superiors, M military .
carries along with it the 0%
subordination and mutinfi. '
such tircumstances nomilia?
can exist, or if it existat s
be to purposes worse tha ¢
It is believed, that at IRILT
in all nations, whohad cotrdt
of military discipline, the e
punish mutiny with _deuhs_,i
wested in their milmry’:{'&,
nor do they think it could ¥
pehsed witi1n this gofnrn(m
they believe the principle; ”
rect, thatjn frec gov‘:rl_\ﬁ;f.
rigour of military dlsqu“if’,
necessary, pechaps moreton .
governmenis of a different £
ter; andit-is a circnr,n“‘.ﬁ"i
understood, that persent £750
military service; parh “Ml-.
with a portiun o‘:.!hf‘?:.c,-
The committee are ?f,°?!. e
it would be inexpedrett ‘%‘.
this paré of the naya lf_‘@:‘.“-
i ﬂ'l‘helnu:nﬁq‘n-(‘wl"ﬁ‘: :
.to the opposite vieW oftbed:p
Oppressipn, and SOLEE
by ‘“P"ionl-’afc‘fi’-“-t;‘ym‘h“g
fitsty by cavheringy % ooy

i~
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miged the’ pedprigty of
definité punishpent iy
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g of timy* bl hichy g S oL
e
;o in adjudging he panalty {0 be | 8C

fnrdcd forfi‘.w‘ﬁﬁ'i"iab'“g‘&h& Seromiit s

fence. Butgon Mature cohsrdérari’
on, dificulties, which the, commit:
tee considered.as great, if notinsa-
perable, were belicved to attend
sach a provision. Lt us suppose
that such 8 the law; wheu the case.
comes to be .examined, it is found
that 2 number of circumatances ¢x-
sz, which reduce the offence to al-
post nothing; or on theother hand,
circamatances “are discovered of a
gharacter 50 aggravated, as to give
it a very different complexion. Let 4
s take, by way-of illustration, the
two cases of captain Perry and capy
tain Creighton, both now urider the
consideration of the committee; in
the former, the committee see ci?
camstances of a character, whichin
their opinion, would have justified a
much more rigorous sentence of the
court martial towards that officer,
as high and deserved a favourite of
is country as he was; anditiswith
o small regret, that the committee
te] it their duty to express the opi-
jon., On tht other hand, for a
harge in_part'of a similar charac-
vr, the charge of striking midship-
san Marston by capr. Creighton,

vernimdnt ¢
States; (a
88.to subje
who shall
draw any w
ot officer, t
migsion, a
“service.’

This mo:
decision, A
much earr
length in g

smmotion beir

decided in |
solution re
Mittee was
cammittee
ther conside
cordingly.
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These disti
on a visit to
tor Dupont,
g0 out on 3
the late awf
der-works o

hey see nothing of sufficient impor. place.  Upc
ance to have attracted attention, | Tushed out s
hus situated, numberless shades of | t0 afford wi
ifference attepding almost every | CUMstances

ase which can be supposed tooccur, | J
he cemmittee believe that Aixing by
aw a minimum punishment, if it
ete of sufficient*magnitude tohave
ny effect, would be impropezs The
ommistee think a reference to our
ivil trials will illustrate this part
f the subjects Thus in the trial ¢
v jury, that body exercise an entire
liscretion, in allactions of assault
nd battery, &c. and graduate the
enalty to the offence, according to ] ¢
te circumstances of each case.

hurt.
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struction in
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hey, howe
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hey appea:
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also in accordunce with the mild | them by one

haracter of the criminal codes of
ost of the states composing this
nion, in which a scale of punish.
entis graduated according to the | 9

men, that |
which they
window, th

uantity of

egree of the offence. The com-jcaught fire.
ittee know,- thit where the law

n be defined with propriety, the
iscretion of no tribunal whatever
ghtto be as much relied on, as
operlegal definitions, "They have
ted the difficulties which present.
themselves, and which they find
such a character as to induce
¢m to consider a change unadvis-
le. - The committee_ also state
stit would be with much relue.
ce they would relinquish their
nfidence in courts martial, com-
¢d of those officers whose con.
t has so justly merited the confi
ce of their country, :

ti

m
w
fe

ot
er
he committee are aware, that
¢Xamining- the conduct of the’
tts-martial referred to them, the
of their duty led over very de
te ground. “I'hey know, that
law which they could recom-

would operate otherwise than
ectively, and also, that they
€ B0 power to reverse or unset-
the decisions, but these proceed.

ave been referred to them, as
ccted with the subject of the
iry, that inquiry, having in
'gTO}Vn out ot them, they have
zht it right to express the opi-
‘.lhey have dane. Indeed, the
to which the.committee be.
%and who have charged them
the inquiry, constitute the
dinquest of ‘the nation, whose
i‘rt 18, on proper occasions, to

€. 10to the conduct of the
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