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-APROCEAVEATION
Theinnumerable mervies wi
it hath pleased Almighty Gngm'
our beloved Country, during{ \
Yyear. cannot fail to exrite. the linfiet
emotions of thankfulness in every e,
At no period have the fnexhuzaiyly
riches of Divine Benevolence been
signally displayed; Peace, and'ip beri
attendant train, all thatcan advmﬂn‘
prosperity of our Country, strengthey
and inviolably maintain our free ja
tutions, & elevate to the loftiest beigit
the glor

Plenty, liberally rewarding the toh
Industry, from the horn of herabea:
dance; Science and the Arts directinf
genius, to whatever cin impraty 'tnf
ameliorate theconditionof mankizs; B,
ligion extending her mild apd pesteldy
sway throughout the -borders of t¢'
luind, and shedding her beniguant i
fluence upon the public morufnn& -
ners; these are chief among tbe b
ings which demand a People’s gratipin.
to the Divine and mun'iigéent Autied
of them. |
In these mercies the good Peopls of:
the State of Maryland have abundaofy,
participated; the wounds inflicted up/,
on her prosperity by the-ravages of
war, are already healed; Agricaftay
repays with rich abundauce the benest
industry of her sons; her Commerns
whitens every sea, and renders thery
motest quarters of the globe tribiry
to her wealth & power; while ber ¥y
nufactures carry her forward tw !
proudest anticipations of real Indepes-
dence. In the full and unrestranel,
enjoyment of these, and other Blessieg;
it is meet that weremember withgn:
ful hearts, the diviue souice frad
whence they all proceed,  that weofer
unto the Lord, thank:giving sod p¥
for all his mercies tawards uy; ackacw|
ledge vur dependence od hig bl
implore pardon for our unworthizth
and pay our vows of reuewed ic
obedience ° S
Actuated by these 'sentimeals,
confidently relying on the genti
currence of the ‘good Poople ¢l ¥
State of Maryland, 1 hate theaght &
to issue this Proclamation, recton
ing Thursduy the 12th daygf foret
next, to be obsarved and keptt

of Pablic Thankegiving u‘;aé’n
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7,

) et
by the beneficent’ qud.nnd‘m
of the Universel: - - ):"“ i

‘Given undér my, hiarid, &of1hee
of tho State of 'Mayr‘yland, this ARB4N
of January. in " the'yeariof oo7 ¥y
one theusand eight handred :ﬁ‘
teem.. T L, F s AN

Cv RIDGELY. of Hagfy
By Ilis Excellency's ié";’i“é di 3,
o NINJAN PINR
i d ek of (bo

r-= elamati

‘n_bn’r.s ar

i Jane g,

Tre .

8loreof 1y

By His Ea:céUeh‘chCharlc‘l :

of our Nutional‘Cthi :

rl”;’l'll’ AND PUBLISHED
Y

JONAS GREEN,

caulcu-sf!lb’l‘, ANNAPOLIS.

—

ee Dollars per‘Ann um.

price—ThE
ANNAPOLIS

1.red as a suitable situation

f:-“::;ezt N:.w:\l Depot, and Ar-

senal of Mann_e Stores. .
By the Corpuration of Annapolis,

January 8, 1818.

M. Hughes from the committee
poimed to prepare arguments in
ort of their memorial to the
epislature of the State of, Mary-
ad, relative to a Naval Depot, de-
cered the following

REPORT:

As we have presumed to request
. aitention of variousauthorities,
the claims of Annapolis for con
Jeration, as a suitable scite for a
rest Naval Rendezvous lel.d Depot
¢ Marine Stores, it is but just that
¢ should assign the grounds upon
sich our persuasions are founded.
isclaiming any Jesign to prejudice
fyr and essential inquiry, which

b Government have wisely insti-
.ted on the subject, we mthr_:r deem
aduty to affora suchlocal inform-
tion to the Board of Comm:ssion-
rs3s may be useful in forming a
cnelusion so important to the ge-
eral interests of the country—and
ertanly it is proper that the com
inity who may be in possession ot
he oreatest advantages for such an
bject, should be awake to their
retensions.

=Fhe=Navy=oftheUnitedeStates.

could be possible to avoid it. Com-
mon sense_dictates that whatever
be the ultimate means determined
opon for defending the Chesapeake,
they should be placed as near to its
entrance a3 possible. But leaving
this question whereitis properly de-
posited,. let us praceed_to_inquire
what are the probable grouands upog
which a selections for the situation
of the Naval Depot will be predi-
cated, and how far the several plac-
es thought of for that purpose ap-
pear to possess those requisites?

It is presumed that a situation for
a great Depot of marine stores will
not be selected with so much regard
to its immediate contiguity to the
ocean as to its ultimate security,
inagmuch as it is not so much de-
signed for a resort for vessels pre-
pared for action, as for those that
are disabled, where they may se-
curely & expeditiously refit, Hence
an outer harbour, for vessels prepar-
ed for sea, distinct irom the place of
depot itself, is always contemplazed.
Norfolk never enters intn the esti-
mate of suitable situations without
regarding Hampten Roads as its
outer harbour. If this ptace can
be rendered sate from the intrusions
of an enemy, as has been proposed,
1t will then become as safe a resort
tor vessels from other parts of the
pay as for those from Nortolk. The
same may be sa.d of the mouth of
York River with additional torce;
Commodore Rodgers pronounces tie
latter place to be-the only natural
key to the Chesapeake bay;. hence
if an enemy cannot be excluded by
positions nearer the mouth of the

bay,-this place.will probably become |

equires no greater incentives toin-
erest the feelings of the country
han those they have themselves
raated.  Lvery thing that regards
he navy, commands the attention
bi the whole comumunity.._~ The
joungest of us cantememberits com-
mencement—its masculine strides
oits present distingnished position
athe estimation of the world is
at the surety of its future destiny;
destiny as strongly marked and
onfidently expected as any circum-
tance within the scope of rational
alculation. It is since the termin-
tion of the late war with Britain
hat ships of the line have been ad-
ed to our navy; three of themnow
hallenge the world for maratime
etfectability upon the ocean, and
nless than three years four others
il be acded, and as many more
fecls replenish the ways from which
he latter will be launched, Our
cuntry is rich in facilities tor build-
ng, but it is vet deficient in the con-
veniencies for expeditioasly fitting,
epairing and supplying vessels of
his class.  Establishments for this
urpose are indispensable,  The ge-
eral government somec time since
irected three naval officers of the
krst character for talents and expe-
lence to examine and report the
mest eligible situation for this ob-
=tt; they unznimously agreed in
cconmending that the waters of
he'Chesapeake should at some point
bt other be the place of a Naval
cppt and rendezvous, but as tothe
particular spot they found so many
ligible situations, "that each mem-
per ot the board recommended a dif-
crent one, as possessing in their se-
arate opinions the highest induce-
tnts for selection. From this di-
ersity of opinion the Executive
oncluded the propriety of more ma-
ure investigation, and a new board
onsisting of three officers of the
agincer Gorps and two Naval Of.
\CeTs are now engaged in the sur-
¢y Thesame commissioners have
been likewise required to suggest
he most effectual means of defend-
“gthe Chesapeake bay from the
Mtrusion of an enemmy. It need not
¢ INimated how deeply interested
very inhabitant of its shores must
eel in }hc judicicus application of
¢ Nation’s energies to such great
Pbiects,
. These two objects although hap-
Pily connected in the general view,
T¢ nevertheless essentially distinct
N themselves; a Naval Depot can-
% be expected in itself to form a
Mterial item in the means of de-
"}d"}g the Chesapeake Bay—yet it
dindispensable that. the bay should
pe d'efcnd:d independent of the pro-
ction that a Naval Arsenal will
cqutre. It is confidently presum-
lh‘hll no American would consent
> "ave the Chesapeake occupird by
Senemy, 1n case of another war,

itany case” thescite ot somt pro-
tecting batterivs, that will prescrve
it as a narbour for us, and cxclude
an enemy its advantages. The
Chesapeake bay off Annapolis, con.
stituting Annapolis Roads, are bet-
ter moorings for men of war than
the Dowuns afford to the Brizish fleet;
and every narbour of the bay below,
that is sccure from &n en=my, is by
nature an outer harbour tothe place.
But we are bound in a case hike the
present where all is yet to be tested
by experiment, to suppose that the
defences proposed for the mouth of
the Chesapeake, though 1t may an-
swer to exclude small depredatory
expeditions. may possibly fail to pre-
vent 2 desperate effort of a fqrinid.-
able torce, prompted by a most im-
portant ouject. The fertle ghores
of the Chesapeake; the open bosom
of the very centre of our country
to which its wate-s flow—the C.pi-
tol of the nation—the city of Bal-
timore, and the stores of maritime
means which you propose to concen-
trate in your Depot, all unitea, wili
never fail to offer the most power-
ful motives to the enterprize of a
daring enemy. We know the in-
trepidity of those against whom in
naval concerns we naturally turn
our eyes with suspicion. Let us
estimate the importance, the decisi-
on indeed, which the possession or
destruction of these maritime means
would give to confiicting flects—a
squadron dereated could soon be re-
parred at a suitable Arsenal—but
destroy your arsenal, & your squad.
ron will soon be useless; cglculate
how much an enemy would attempt
in order to destroy our maritime
means in its nest, and we need no
other admonition to security. Ships
prepared for action, or forces pro-
perly operative, may wait an enemy
in an outer harbopr, or seek him on
the opcn ocean, but the magazine
should certainly be placed as remote
from danger as it can be, to answer
its proper purposes. Presuming
thea that the artificial .defences

which may be contemplated for the |

waters of the Chesapeake will not
be dgemed of themselves suflicient
protection for such an establishment
from such strong motives of attack,
every other meansof sccurity with-
in our reach should be placed be-
tween the Depot and the enemy; a
situation as remote from sudden as-
sault as is admissible with conveni-
ence to the sea—diilicult of attack
and easily defensible, having power-
ful numerical forces at hand that
can be called at a moment to its
protection. Next to a sufficient
depth of water, and security .from
agsault of an enemy, convenience
to necessary supplies of timber and
naval stores, health of situation, sc-
curity from dangerous ice, and from
any.thing that could materially in-
terrupt’ the constant progress of
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work upon vessels building or re-

quiring repaits—these areobjects of

primary consequence in the calcula-
! tion, nor s the vicinity of a large

city and populous neighbaurhood,
whence may commodiously be drawn
supplies of labour, of stores, and o!
provisions, to be¢ copsidered of se-
condary _importapce, ——Believing.
these to be the only primary (an
perhaps these are all indispensabie)
properties to a suitable scite for a
Naval Depot, it remains that we ex-
amine the pretensions of Annapolis
to those- prerequisites, in compari-
son with otiicr places.

Annapolis unites more striking
peculiarities inits situation pertiaps,
than can be discovered in any other
harbour upon the Chesapeak= bay.
It is the highest port that continues
at all seasons of the year open 1o
navigation, and therefore it becomes
the natural seaport of Bultimore for
several months of every year., It
is the nearest port to the seat of the
General Government, of which it
has as emphatically b-en called the
natural seaport also; the harbour is
convenient to the bay, being imme-
diately within the mouth of the ri-
ver, spacious, beautiful, entircly se.
cure trom every wind, and tree trom
currents or floating ice—the water
within the bar is from 30 to 40 and
¢ven in some places 50 feet deep,
and that within an inconsideraule
da.stance of the shore; the anchor-
\ge unexceptionable; several deep
and conveniznt creeks make frrom the
Severn, afl rd ug admirable scites
for docks, &c.—tulis on cviry beach
tor wharfing with, and witha! inra
meratle springs ot fine water® in
STy ditcclion, os wefl asoa never
tailing stream which can be eas ly
conducted to navigable water for
supplies to shipping—blessed with
salubrity and hesitht that has be-
cowme proverhiul, and whicn has pre-
served its population from even the
report of having those awful infec-
tions which have repeatedly visited
every neighbouring town within the
last 25 ycars—possessing besides
many other convenient resources of
timber, which both the shores of the
bay afford ia such abundance, one
of the finest forests of pine, suita-
ble for masts and spars within 12
miles of the spot upon the head of
Severn, und equally as fine 4 forest
of Oaks suitable for ship ‘building;
within the sume distance upon West
River, If the Chesapeake be open
to our vessels, its ample suppiies
wiil never fail; if it be clused those
rcsources added to what may be de-
rived from many other places inthe
vicinity, and from the valleys of the
neighbouring Patuxent, will be fully
advquateto every sucn peculiar ne-
cessity.  The inexhaustible stores
of jumber, timber, and hemp from
Penusylvanis and the state of New-
York, by the Susquenanna River,
are conveiient enough to reach the
harbour in their rafts and arks, and
will meet an important market “at
such a licpot; the projected Canal
between the Chesapeake and Dela-
ware will open the resources of the

. *On Col. Duvall’s place alone,
within the hmits of the city, there
are not less than 100 springs of wa-
SeT

1 A more striking test of the
health of any place can hardly be
producedthan that raw militia drawn
rrom their homes and garrisoned in
it, continue to enjoy good health;
and it is a singular tfact, that of all
the troops ordered into Annapolis
by Gov. Winder during the war (&
it was seldom without some, and fre-
queuntly several battalions at a time,)
but one dcath occurred amongst
them, and that one casualty. Fort
Madison, however, on the opposite
side of Severn, is not considered so
healthy, owing to the immediate vi.
cinity of two large ponds, which
might be easily drained. Captaiu
Reed, commander at this post, (one
of the most excelleat and scientific
officers in the service, who has al-
ready effected with no other assis.
tance than the voluntary labour of
the detachment he commands, such
ar alteration in the United States
property and garrison at Fort Se.
vern, as excites the admiration and
confidence of every one who has had
an opgortunity of secingthe chang_c,)
expresses his decided impression
that by draining those ponds the
place will be as healthy as any situ-
ation,

L wiulst the ample resources of other

sioptess.and egress.

latter if necessary;} tar and pitch

can be drawn from its ususl sour-

ces in its usual channel if we pre-
serve the navigation- of the Chesa-
peake—if that fails, the navigation
of James River wiil afford it a pas-
sage which will leave but an incon-
siderable transportation by land,

kinds—of labour, of-provisions, ot
stock, of the various abstract sup-
plies for which it is always necessa-
ry toresort to commercial cities,
muy be amply supplied by the imme-
diate vicnity of Baltimore. To
those prerequisites may be added as
a consequence, if this place shouid
be selected, being as near asit could
be to the source of the General Au-
thorities who immediately preside
over such establishments; it will be
more dircctly under the eye of go-
vernment, & its many & unportant
interests will necessarily become
blended& connectedmnore orless with
the scat of government, when in.
tercourse with that place will be-
come so convenient and constant.

But with a steady eye to the ulti-
mate safety of a Depot from the at-
tempts of an enemy. we are still
aware that its eligibility for defence,
in the present situation of our coun-
try, is superior to every other con-
sideration.  For this object it is
scarcely possiple that auy other
p'ace upon the Chesapeake unites
so many advantages.

From attack by water, the bar at
the mouth of the river, forms one
very important barrier i itself; for
though itis presum-d for argument
that this difliculty hac been remov-
«d safficiently for our purposcs of

can Be accamplished with™ so Mich
certainty and with a sumsodiminu-
tive con-pared to the object in view
may te reasonably considered as
accomplished.) yet the convenicnce
with which a channel so narrow and
d.fined may be interrupted to pre-
vent enemy’s ships from passing, is
manifest, and presents at once an
obstacle absolutely insurmountable
to the most formidable of the ene-
my’s forces. ‘The inouth of- the ri-
ver is farmed by Greenberry’ Point
on the north, and Horn Point on
the souath side of Severn, which are
distant only one measured mile from
each other; the bar making from
Grecnberry’s Point and stretching
to the southward, entirely crosscs
the mouth of Severn, and obliges
vessels of ordinary burthen even, to
run first, fore quarter on, then after
passing at broad side, to expose a
ciose after quarter at least _for ore
mile to a fair range from a com-
manding battery that was tnrown
up on a very advantageous position
on Horn Point during the :evoluti-
on, and which is susceptible of be-
ing made a very é‘ormidablc post.
Atter passing this Battery, & while
still exposed to its quarter fire, an
invading vessel is obliged by a bar
running off from Harn Point into
the Severn, and completely inter-
locking the bar from Greenberry’s,
to stand directly bow on to Fort
Madison for at least one mile, and
until within 30 yards of its guns,
exposed at the same time to the
quatrter fire from Horn Point, tothe
cross fire from Fort Sev¥rn, and to
such other works as it may be pro-
per to have upon Beauman’s Heights,
which was likewise occupied during
the revolution, and which commands
the entire harbour; to such a sitoa-
tion as this, it is incredible that an
enemy would ever expose themselves
because retreat from it would be im-
practicable, without the wind chang-
ing from the direction which would
bring them in. ‘The natural conve-
niences therefore which are present
ed for defending Annapolis harbour
from attack by water, can scarcely
be surpassed by any position, and
having considerable public property
and works materially forwarded, the
aefence on this side may be consi-
dered as already nearly accomplish-
ed to our hands.

On the land side, Annapolis is
scarcely less advantageously situat-
ed for defence. A navigable creek
makes from the harbour on each

} The distaoce from Susquehanna
or the head of the bay to Annapo-
lis is the same as to Baltimore, with
this advantage, though, that the {di-
rection is the same the whole d s
tance, a wind that is favourable to
come down the bay will be favoura-
ble to Annapolis, and may not be

wauise —mbat |

side of the town, and after describe
ing ncarly a circle of about one
mile in diameter, on which the city
stands, approach to within a few
hundred yards of each other, where
they may with very little labour be
connected by a canal that would in-
sulate the place and render 1t im-
pregnable.. The face of the coun-
try presents beyond this, on the side
of South River, defiles that no ene-
my would venture to pass if defend-
ed at all, and towards the interior
an open champaign country, which
would expose the rear of an enemy
to any forces moved upon them from

the interior.

To those wery superior natural
advantages for defence, Annapolis
pussesscs incidental advantages ina
more eminent degree than any other
place upon the Chesapeake. The
fruitful experience of the lasttwen-
ty-five years has convinced all mili-
tary men that whatcver advantages
theze may be in positions, numeri-
cal force is still one of the safest
and best zesorts in any case of de- .
fence. Wherever the Depot may
be placed, a considerable number of
men must always be estimated for
its protection, and the probability
of 1ts being attacked will always de-
pend more or less upon the eneiry’s
calculation of comparative forct,

It does not comport with the spi-
rit of our polit:cal institutions, nor
*he genius of our peaple, to main-
tain large regular garrisons, especi-
ally in time of peace; nor can we
by any cxpedient rely uponany con-
siderable number of recruits being -
raised in a moment,  Wecan hard-
Iy expect our future wars to advance

Fatuwly upomeashy regilarapproach- —

es ter seven years, us the last one
did, and we know that to seize u
on the naval mears of her rivals,
even in anticipation of a declarati-
on of war, is the repeated policy of
at least one maritime power—such
was the course in the scizure of the
Spanish ships by England 10 1798;
and the first intimation of danger ~
to the Danish fieet at Copenhagen,
was Nelson’s squadron . within gun-
shot, demanding its surrender for
safc keeping. Place the grear De.
pot of your naval means near the
enemy’s grasp—so near that one fa-
vourable night might bring them
from beyond the Capes within bomb
shot of your stores, and where no
considerable population is imm.di-
ately at hand to aid, and what regu-
tar forces will you-denand for its
defence? Would the whole military
establishment we maintain* answer
tlus single object? To select then
a p'ace having the double advantage
of being more difficult of access to
an enemy, und being ~ thinthe com-
pass of the united wumerical forces
of several principal cities and their
thickly populated neighzourhoods,
that iay always be relied upon -to
move in time to its defence, is con-
sistent with the plainest dictates of
common sense and reason, By a
few telegraphic posts on suitable
points, informatios of the appear~-
ance of a hostile fleet could be come
municated in half an hour from the
capes to- Annapolis, Washington,
George-Town, Aiexandria and Ba!-
timore; the forces from any or all
of these places could reach” a cen.-
tral position, or march to the relief
of tne place threatened, and be pre-
pared for the enemy before he could
in the common course of events
reach its vicinity, aud yet not be
obliged to leave their own homes so
far as to endanger their safety.

These advantages have been urg.
ed as applicable to St. Mary’s, but
with what propriety may be very
questionable.  St. Mary’s is situats
ed 90 miles from Baltimore, the
wiole of which must be marched by
land in such a case with all the ac-
companying munitions.  Whether
they couid be summoned from such
a aistance and marched 10 thescene
of action in time, may be tairly
donbted; and it is cqually question.
able whether it would be judicious
or sale to draw them such a distanco
from a home that may be menaced
by the same enemy the first fair
wind after such troops may have
reached this distance from it. A
hostile fleet might reach the Patap.
sco in one day from St. Mary’s—it
would probably take these troops
week to retrace their steps,

* About 8000 men,

80 to go up the Patapsco,

L 1o be condluded.)
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