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_The following is the protest in:
the [fouse of-Lards; sgainst the |
Bill suspending the Habeas Coz-
put. N o, - S
st Seeing that it does not appear
to us from the report of the Secret
Committee, that a state of imminent
and pressing danger has been suffi-
ciently established ; so great asthat
ghe powers of the executive govern-
ment, under the existing laws, are
inadequate to meet it, and such as
to require the suspension of rights
most important to the safety and li-
berty of the country.—We protest.
Sigued, Augustus Frederick, (Duke
of Sussex;) Bedford, Albemarle,
Foley, Tunbridge, Alvenley, Mon-
fort, Esscx, Lauderdale, Grey, Wel.
lesley, Thanet, Grosvenor, Auch-
land, St. John, Say and Seele, Ros-
syln, Holland,

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Feb. 25.

A message was received fromthe
House of Lords, transmitting to
this Ilouse, the Bill for the suspen.
sion of the Huibeas Corpus.

Lord Castlereagh moved fora first
reading. (Loud cries of no, no,
no.)

Lord Casticreagh said, it wasde-
sirable that thesecond readingshould
take place to.morrow, but if the
House prefer it, I consent that the
two readings take place on the day
following. So determined.

Sir Francis Burdett, presented a
petition, carried on the same day,
from a meeting of the inhabitants
of Westminster, against the sus-
pension of the HaDeas Corpus.

g Feb,

A petition to the same effect has
been passed by the Common Coun-
cil of the city of Loadon.

. Feb. 26.

lord Castlereagh asked for the
first reading of the bill for the sus.
pension of the Habeas Gorpus.

Mr. Bennet.—I amsurpris=d that

. the Noblz Lord asks, as tor a very

Eateviees.

27.

__single remark, for the-vreading of a-
Bill, whose object it is to deprive
the peopls not only of the trial by
jury, but of all trial.~=If he had
proved that the safety ot the Con.
stitution depended on this mcasure,
i would be the first to approve it.
But what proof is found in the re-
port of the Secret Committee? A
single witness has been examined,
(the Lord Advocate of Scotland)
and has required that the paper
which he has produced to the Com-
mittee should not be made puffic.
They complain of seditious libelsin
the report; bat, where is the At
torney General? Where are the
laws? Why not prosecute the Au-
thors? ‘T'hey speak initof a con-
spiracy to surprise the Soldiers, to
seize the T'ower, to cut down the
Bridges. Who are the Conspira-

“tors? Six men mounted in a cha-
riot, carrying in a stocking their
munitions of war. ‘Chey sst forth
a manufactory of pikes; and a per-
son has offered to prove ‘that these
pretended pikes were intendeéd to
form a railing round a garden. They
speak of funds which are at the
disposal of the T'raiters, and they
find a sum of ten pounds ; and it is
after allegations, so coatemptible
that they ‘propose such a bill! If a
similar power was demanded in fa-
vour of people who had never soil-
ed their hands with the blood of
their fellow-citizens, I would never

@ consent to grant it to themn; but it

is asked for those who have already

acted criminally in making use of
he_same power

’(.\Ir. Bennet) persists in accusing
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a kind of gr ¢countof
_
which I'might have been prosecat-
ed, if it had not:'been for an act of
indemnity. I say, that if such a
critnidality is imputed to me, it is a
falschood; and if it issaid, that as
2 member of the sccret committee
I have acted otherwise, than as was
authorised by the circumstanoces, it
is equally a falsehood. .
Mr. York—If the hon. member
the noble lord of criminality, the
house ought to oblige him tq name
a aay, not far off) to supporp}ls ac-
cusation, and toe ol it if he
can; if he simply intended to-say,
that the noble lord had acted so il-
legally as to make an act of ipdemni-
ty necessary, this allegation, mn‘ht
have been passed by, as having “es-
caped him in the heat of debate.
Tne Speaker—I conceivethat the
point of order depends onthis ques-
tion: Did the hon. member intend
to accuse the government of his
majesty, collectively, of criminal
acts, or a mem~er of this house in-
dividually? The two accusations
are—1st, That one or more pcrsons
have dipped their hands in the blood
of their countrymen; and 24, That
they have abused powsrs waich were
confided to them. Now, according
to the idea which I have of tne
rules of this house, the imputation
of an act of criminality to the go-
vernment in general, is not an in-
fraction of the rules; but if 1t is
advanced against an individual, it is
a direct breach of thoserules. “The
hon, member will declare to the
house in which sense he made use
of the expressions which are com-
plained of.
Mr. Bennett—I should be the last
man to retract what I had an in-
rention to utter, but [ do not he.
sitate to declare, as aran of honor,
that lintended to speak generally,
I did not designate any member o
this house, but I spoke of thg per-
€ oF theadt: |
nistration, - under - the  deplorable
reign of which there took place
in Ireland; scenes which I shall ne-
ver cease todeplore. I spoke of
those who, duriny the continuance
of a similar act to the one in ques-
tion, committed illegal adts. I am
sorry that I did not use the word il-
legul, instead of that of criminal,
Lord C.—This cxplanation is
sufficient, I, however, ask pcrmis-
sion to say, although I have the
right to complain, personally, of an
accusation advanced against the ad-
ministration in general, if it was
accused of cruelty, as a member of
this administration, I wiil contra-
dict this charge as positively as the
hon. member has contradifted the
report of the Secret Committee..
Mr. Bennett.~I have never heard
#hy crucities spoken of, but those
committed in the court of the ga-
lace at Dublin, *1
Lord C.—Is it just to introduce
in a like discussion, that wiich pos-
sed in Ireland at another period,
Mr. Bennett.—My only oojeft is
to justify myseif in the eyes of the
house. I repeat, truly, that I dis-
approve the proposed bill,
The Lord Advocate of Scotland
spoke of some seditious pamphlets
spread through that part of Great
Britain ; of the efforts made there
to render the workmen who were
without cmploy the instruments of
faious projects ; of inflammatory
petitions and discourses, prepared
In anticipation, which were sent
thére, He added, that a secrct

Lord Castlereagh. —I beg the ho-
nourable member to name the mi-
nister of his majesty, whom he ac-
cuses of having acted criminally, &
to\justify this accusation.

Mr. Bennet.—The noble Lord
woct have comprehended me, if be
had §uffercd me to finish my remark.
My accusation respects those mem-
bers of the adwministration, who
were in office at the time when the
. 8ame powers were confided to them,
and tl&; proof that they acted cri-
minally, lies in their having accept-

ed anlact of indemnitys

.Lofd Castlereagh,—I ask permis-

sion to observe to the honoutable
-member, that I have. never dcted
criminally, that I have never dipped
my hands in the blood of my " coun.
trymen, and that if he asserts chat,
he asserts what is absolutely false,
“ Lord Milton—T'ke hon. member
(Mr. Bennet) has not asserted that
- the noblg lord has dipped his hands
in the blood of his countrymen; but
that he.bad acted criminally in the
cyes of the law, and that he had ob-
tained a'bill of indemnity, to place
himself out of ‘the reach ofthe con-

% - sequences of this-crime, These two

.| vere in my efforts to form a frater-

gow ; thatit held correspondence
with England, and that its members
were bound by an oath in the fol-
lowing terms :—

¢ In the presence of God, I vo-
luntarily swear, that I will perse-

nity of affection among all the En-
glish worthy of confidence ; to ob-
tain for every Englishman, not tain-
ted with crime, or madness, the
right of clection at the age of 21
years, with a free and equal repre-
sentation, and annual parliaments ;
that T will support this system with
all my power, by moral or physical
Jorcey as the case may require”—
(Loud cries of hear ! hear l)—u1
swear, that neither fears, nor hopes,
fnor rewards nor punishments, shall
induce me to give testimony against
any of ‘our members, collectively or
individually in relation to any act
done or expression prononnced, in

uponme by any memberof such a so-
ciety, ‘I'hus may God aid me ‘and

= .'-\propagitions are very distinct.

A\

housc.)
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~Lord Gastlereagh~—I have nnder. |-

‘stood that there was impited to me, { ‘continney the advocats of Scotland,

conspiracy—was—organized-at-Glas—| o arrestthe couspirators—at Glass

this society, or any like it, or out
of its bosom by one of its members,
upder pain of death, td be inflited

inspireme withconfidence!” ¢ Hear
hear ! from both. sides of the

o

“Sofie thovsanda’:af - faditdaald,

‘baye taken: this: oath ip Glasgow
and. Ity environs. . _The teault 19
thax many persons have bgen drres-
ted—~(-hear, héar from the. oppositi-
on )—but it is ngcessary that all the
guilty should be.. The conspiragy
is not conlined to Glasgow, it #x-
tends through all Scotland, andfhe
adoption of the present bill, is fthe
only means of preventing the shed.
dirg of blood in that country,

Sir Sam. Romilly did not! deny
that there existed msny abusts, but
he contended that the existpg laws
were adequate to their supgressioh,
without lifting their han:.}o against
the liberties of their codntry, and
stated the rigorous mannerin which
the authors of seditious libels bas
bzen prosecuted in 1794,

The Solicitor General, oa the
contrary contended that the exist-
ing laws were instffiient. If it
was true that the lowest class of the,
people alone were engaged in this
conspiracy, their number ought to
prevent them fram being cous}dcp
ed as objects OQ)i contempt. This
circumstance served to render it the
more dangerous, because more fero-
city was to be expected from it.

Sir Francis Burdett, attempted
to throw ridicule on the idea of the
danger with which England was re-
presented as being menaced. He
said that hé saw no conspiracy but
that of ministers to create a falsea.
larm, to calumniate the innocent,
and to prevent the adoption of the
only measure which could save the
country.~7he report of the com-
mittece is couched in terms so gene-
ral that ic is impossible to answer
its allegations.

Lord Castlereagh having said that
the speech or the last speaker was
not addressed to the House, *ut to
those, who were strangers to it ; was
interrupted with loud cries of Or-
der, order.

Lord Stanley said, that every one
ougirt to be called to order, who

the design of addressing his remarks
in the house, to any other persons
than those of whom it was compo-
sed., -
Lord Castlereagh said, that he
did not impute to the speaker the
design of intluming the mindsof the
people ; but that his speech was not
made to convince the houze, but to
produce effects elsewhere,

The Speaker.—I think itisin or-
der to consider every discourse pro-
noudced in the house as addressed

dNlyeto it.
%d Castlereagh.—I submit to

the decision of the Speaker. Inan
eloquent and animated speech, he
proved the existence of danger, and
asked, if on the eve of an insurrec-
tio in the capital; and in the pro-
vinces, the House wished to see the
Executive power, compelled to stund
with folded arms, without making
any efforts to correct it before the
explosion should .overturn the go-
vernment, was i1t proper to wait
till blood should flow, or to prevent
its effusion 2 The safety of the state
imperiously demands this measure,
and without it there exists no means
of saving this country froma bloo-
dyvand terrible catastrophe,

Lord Castlereagh sat down amid
numerous and prolonged applauses.

Mr. Ponsonby, in admitting the
existence of the danger, of which
he was convinced as a member of the
Secret Committee, contended that
the present Laws were sufficient to
suppress it. As a proof of it, he
stated that they had been adequate

rhf.v,:us:;m&’.agsei.iw;‘ggn Y

‘their wives gnd ehildrens ™

‘it prudent to proceed until the arri-
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the king and twd hougcd, 19,

’

" Mr,. Ponsgndby’ moved” fhit-the
suspensioq

the 1st of:
of Julyen s
' .{}igzhgr member moved, the sup--
pression of the clause which per-.
mitted the transfer- of a- prisoner,
from one, prison to anothers. - .
The Attorney Gencral opposed
by obserying thut it -might be: used
to remove a prisgner froxu;t‘hos.e"who
might-hold iatelligence with him.—
All these amendments were.succes-
sively rejected and the bill adoptéd. |

May, instead of the 1s¢

e

At Glasgow, on the occasion of
the arrest of two weavers, father
and son, for being engaged in sedi-,
tious plots, so great a crowd assem-
bled, that the officers did not think

val of a squadron of the 42d Regi-
ment; when théy set out qn their
way to prison, they werc assailed
by a shower of stones. An attempt
was made to rescue the prisoners,
and the troop was obliged to fire.—
One young man was wodnded,—
Three of the assailants were arres-
ted and conducted to Glasgow.

. March 3,
Amongst ...egmcéMments propo-
sed to the Habdag Curpus bill, and
which the papers stated were rejec-
ted, there is one which has been a-
dopted. The'bill was on Saturday
sent back to the liouse of Lords for
their concurrence to the amendment
which is to be debated this day. It
relates to Scotland. From the clause
of the bill as it originally stood it
was necessary, in order for the ar-
rest of any person, by virtue of the
suspension of the Hubeas Corpus JAct,
that it be signed by one of his ma-
jesty’s Ministers, or by six Mem-
bers of the Privy Council in Eng-
land ; but in_Scotland, an_order_

sufficient.
The amendment requires that the
signatures for an arrest in Scotland
be the same as in England.
The Usher of the Black Rod of
the House of Lords was despatched
to the mansion house to require the
attendance of the Lord Mayor and
Alderman Goodbehere at the bar of
the House of Lords, to explain
the nature and object of a Society
of which they are members, and
which was alluded to in the report
of the sccret committee to the
House. What gave rise tq this
proceeding was, that the Lo%‘t\lay
or, at a meetin: of the livéry of
London held on Friday last, observ-
ed, that he was convinced there
was no’conspiracy against the go-
vernment ; that having himself fur..
nished three fourths of the docu-
mcnts submitted to the secret cem-
mittee, he was surprized that he had
not been called upon toattend their
mectings ; that he could have satis-
fied the committee that there was
no necessity for the suspension of
the Habeas Corpus Act ; and that
as a member of the union club, he
had written to the Duke of Sussex,
offering to prove at the bar of the
house that the charges against the
Society of which he was«q member
were unfounded, ' y

Orders have been sent &'Cmada
to make all possible retrenchment
in the military and naval depart-
ments in that colony; ' 3

The funds yesterday advanced 1
per cent. ‘The ministerial prints

gow, as the house had been inform.
ed. The distress of the times has
produced a discontent, which leads
to insurrectiox, but that is no: a
sufficient motive to suspend the Ha-
beas Corpus, the grand bulwark of
British Liberties, It is a conspi-
racy of famine stirred up by male-
volence. ’

Lord Cochrane thought that the
countlty ought to demand the dis-
Mhissal of the present ministers, as
the sole means of saving it from¢. .
gradation,

The votes were at last taken, 275
against, 98 were in favor of the first
reading of the bill. - The house ad-
journed at 3 o'clock in the morn.
Joge

. —

February 28,

The third reading of the bill to
suspend the Habeas Corpus was
ordered by a majority of 265 against
103. :

Sir Francis Burdett proposed an
amendment, that no person should
be imprisoned in.a damp or unheal-
thy dungeon; that they should have
the benefit of air, fire, and exer-
cise ; that they should not be load.

passihg of the Habeas Corpus bill,
which had dissipated the fears of
government,

March 5.

Yesterday thengl}(c of Commons
received an extraordinary number
of petitions for Parliamentary re.
form, they contained nearly a million
of signatures.  The chief part of
the petitjons were presented by Sir
Francis Burdett.

The society for moderate reform
(Broughton, &c.) met for the firkt
time at the Free Masops Tavern on
Saturday. This yng declared
itself against univcrs} 3
annual' parliaments. . Sir Francs
_Burdgett is one of -its members, -

A Paris paper of the 24 March
states, that an American Frigate
remiined before Palermo, to attend.
as was believed to the ratification

.| tween the Court of
Unied States, . - -

A letter from Cadiz of the 11th
February, states, that the expedi.
tion of 15,000 men, destined for

South America, wa‘\::pady to' sail,

Naples ‘and the

ed with irons, that they should

with an escort of a'ship of the I
hans_i‘(:vcrlal friga_\cfi ; e

London, Marck1, .

staté that this was owing to the
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ing dispensation of a righteous Py
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to sooth his declining years, 154
cheer tlle evening of his life, }
it has pleased a wise Providencs
order it otherwise; and it becog
the afflicted mourner not to %y
rowds men without hope,” but
ubmit to his d};_gfans;ﬁggx,gi; e

20th of April,” & the advine. ¥
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From the Albuny Daily Jdvertiss
WILKINSON'S MEMOIRS, *
We have just laid our hands v
this work which has so long be:
talked of. Inglancing over the
volume, our attentioh was attr
ed by the particular account thep
neral has given of the Baulen
Queenston Heights, in which
Solomon Van Rensselaer, bere’
distinguished apart, In the ccts
of the history of the campipn
General Stephen Van Renssels
general Wilkinson speaks ia &
following terms of .Coi. S. V. R
‘“He, (Mgor General Sig
Van Rensseldd?) received orden
General Dearborn, and comueea
his march for the frontier,accon
nied by Col. Solomon Van Reus
laer, adjutant general of the s
of New-York, of whom | mst
permitted to say a few words. T
high minded citizen soldier, azd
norable man, made his novicni§
arms under iny orders, asa
of ~dfMgoons,” more than t
years before, and at that tendry
was distinguished *for his cools
and 1utrepidity in action,” His §
ther had served as a [leRnastd
lonel in the revolutionary wir, ¥
fought and bled for his. country}
the affair near Fort Ann, 10§
the 9th British regiment of &
try, in 1777 ;-he had tran.!fl‘-}‘.,
spirit and patriotism into bis ¥4
who in my presence, durg €
_campaign of 1794, fought wit
Jroid, and bled with complaced
Rising by regular promoust,
a troop, he-was particularly rov%
by General Washington, and n¥
to the command of a squadron;
he was among the disharided 057
at the reduction of 1800.{~ .
“On reaching " Utie2;36¢%
Van Renssclaer was called 0
ket’s Harbour, by &+ rumout oA
movements gisthe enemy, "
quarter, and®™tom- thence,
shore halt, he proceeded to 0
burg, where Colonel Van fé
la¢r projeéted a handsome eale 0
which failed through t!lvc"?“i.
| few regular troops ; aw armed.
sel of the encray lay alongs
wharf_adjoining the Britl 3
zings at - Prescott, on “the ©
Colone} Van Réast
vofgd,Iith 120 mea 0¥
| the StiLiawtetce four of bk
ifrer ight;dcross the riveh
‘the: Canada shdye, 13
scssion of the buildingyand ¢
the vessel, boarding “her. by %
and watel” it . the; tfll.ne_‘(m(c
lunteers.frqm the militis tuetY
fot the enterprize at eved™,
call; but at midnight they bad &
‘ged their minds, and as'they %3
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