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m’pers'ui'led','h“ there is no
iics presenty whby; _(‘loex nat feel
iiigacion of this ‘occasion.
"‘,',').,','lf, | coqgratu}atv’: my coun-
that We now findon 'her‘ anna{s,
& aame of the American Bible So-.
[ hail this auspiciovs everty
4 all the devotion of my souly 1
il the appearance aof this Star in
West  This is an occason to
itathebestfeclings of the heart,
ﬁm‘;mmb!cd, not to rouse the
scout Of politi_cal zeal, not to
diage plans of foreign conquest,
‘1o shout the triumphs of vi€los
<e have a mobler object ; td
the march of the everlasting
Jtbroughthe world—tospread
Woad 2. fountain, " witbse waters
«intended for tho healing of the
griouss . ’
e design-of-this apgustiastitue:
s, is ot merely to relieve the
sty pf-oTr own -coantry, but to-
3v6d the hand—of charityr to the]
£ distant lands - to break asun-
the fetters -of Mahometan im-
Lotare ; to purify the abominations
o Juggernaut ; to snatch the Hin-
55 widow fromn the funeral pile ;
s raise the degraded Africanto the
Mime-contemplation of God and
Faorta)ity 3 to tame, and baptize
ke waters of life, the American
410 pour the hight of heaven
PP datkness of the Andes ; and
by call back the pations from. the
hibirs.of devils to the temple of the
g God. These high objects are
bbe accomplished by the universal
j ‘ulg;lion of the %ibl’e ; the Bi-
¢, that, volume conceived in the
wengeld of eternal mercy, contain-
inthe wondrous story of redeeming
Iwe, blazing with the lustre ‘of Je-
stah's cglory ;-that volume, ‘pre-
sinegtly calculated to soften the
ar sanctify the affeflions, and
devace the sonl of man ; to enkin-
de the poev’s fire, and teach the
losopfrer wisdam ; to-comsecrate:
# qirp‘e'st_it relations’; to pour the
i
ta

o0 the dagkncss of: the omb. ‘I
Jetente the mighty “térm—the Bi-:
L thatrichest of man’s treasure’s
~thatbest'of ‘Heaven’s giftse - “A-
m}wtxo‘_tum {—in_every of thy
cgu see'the impress of the God-
ad IuHow',: divine ., thy,  doe-

ow' pure - thy, preceptsy
sblime thy dangdage *=—How.
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. pure and soul-elevating
of thy Moses oF thy: a’u}
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atioris, .Con ulsing . (o :its )

his distra€led globe, the, Bible has
recommevced ‘ity tridmphs: -« Thia
:tree of heaven’s plaating has stood

[ and’strengthened ;amidst the pros-

‘tratiowof thtones, dm%.ﬂth&cnncu_é:

2 [sion of, -‘Ie'mpire.i.\,fThq"‘Apo';tolig'

‘age ja_teturning, The countries of:
‘Europs whicli lately rung with the
‘cl,\ngo'_ut" of -arms, are ‘mow fiiled
_with socicties for the promulgation
‘of the 'gospel of peacy, Through
those fields bat lately drenched in
‘human blood,  dow flow the streamls
of salvation, Europe is bending un-
der the'mighty effort. of extending
‘redemption to a world. . Kings and
.Empé¢rars are vying with the hum

blest of their subjects:’in _this stu-
pendous work.  I'he coffers of the
rich are empticd into hexven’s trea-
‘sury, and there also is received the
widows mite. .But there is oue na-
‘tion which has stpod forth pre-emi-
nent in this career of glory. Wich
the profoundest vencration I bow
before the' majesty of the British
and Foreign Bible Society. This
,ilhuui‘qy;msnciax_' <
recorded in Heaven and ought to be
_proclaimedon earth) has been in-

and-2'half of -volumes- of the Wword
of life ; and has magnanimously ex-
pended, in a single year, near 400,
000 dollars for the salvation of man.
This transcendant institution is the
brightest star in- the ‘constéllation
of modern improvements, ahdlooks
down from its celestial elevation on
the d:minished glories of the Gre-
cian and Roman name. -

The electric shock has at length
reached our shores. Local Bible So-
cicties have beet herctofore estab-
lished in* his countryj but they want:
ed extent of means, comprehensive-
ness of design, and cansolidation of
aftion. It was to be’expected, and
‘the christiin world had a right to
expect, that the American nation
would arise in the majesty of its
collefed might, and unite itself
with the other powers of Christen-
dom, in the holy confederacy for
_extending the empire of religion &
_civilization. = This auspicious eta
has. now. arrived—The last week
has witnessed an august usscmblage
of the fathers of the American
churchies of  every denomination,
‘convened in"this metropalis from
all parts of the 'country, not to
‘braadish the sword of religious con-
itroversy, - but to.'unite with one
“heart, in laying the foundation of
the, majestic puperl’tru&ug‘c.;\"of. the
'American Bible :Society.—Athens
boasted of her temple of Minerva ;
bt our city is moretruly consecrat-
'egl.fby—b,éigg’!he.‘seuqf thls hallow-
ed edifice. . It i not 2 mosque con-’
“tajning, or reputed to contain, the
c prophet,:
"bur & fabric; reared and devoted to
‘the Jiving God, by the united efforts’

.| of the ‘Americatichurches.” Fellow-

citizens | will you- cdldly. receive
‘this hogoury or will you. 'not rather
‘show yourselves warthy of this sa-
cred distin@ion 7+ I 'am persuaded
!that your . munificence: and® zeal’in
( cause will be recordd as,

an animating example tothe nation.

| ‘For to'whom should it be teserved,

“to eledlrify this_ western-continent,
-but ‘to. the¥ L‘ﬂnﬂon_ of America?
"Our country has' long stood -fotth
‘the rival of England in commefce
afdin arfog ;[lg;-hei‘_-pot};cple& be.
Jhind.in the gloyious career of evane
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ed the constitition; which: we.have:
heard; and to the singlenzss of the
object they bad in view, ~Thelat-’
ter, I esteem the great character <
tic which I trust will remder the
‘American Bible Society ‘an-honouc
to the country, and a biessing vo the
world, B
_Oar efforts” in the great cduse of
diffuging christiarity, when compar-
ed with those of other nations, have
hitherto been puny.  Not that? wé
have wanted means’; for, except du-
ting a shdrt interval, we have been’
blest with peace & with abundance.
Nor willl impute it to warit of zeal -
for the happiness “of mankind. But
our effurts have been separately
made; and were; therefore, feeble.
We have nuw a commor centre in
which we can unite: we have now
a cause in which all canjoin,’ Our’
object is to distribute. the Holy
Scripturcs without note or com-
ment,—At thig; no politician can
be alarmed, no sectary canberea-
sonably jealous. We shall distri-

ic'wha compus- |
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. Surely, sir, we shall not refuse to:
run the race'which is set befobe'us,
nor to-contribute towards the cause’
of mankind. ~ What charity cia be

snce and ease,

er inot?ve’l'? !
‘How many are there who thirst
for military glory; and what sacri-,

-

it! We have tong:been spegtators
of the great tragedy which hasbeen
acted on the theatre of Europe; and
otr imaginations have becdme in-
fiamed. e have beheld mighty
hustd encountering. each other; des-
perate batttes have been fought and
victories won.—We think of the
teiumphant ofarch, the bloud-stain-
ed banner, the captured attillery;
and all the pride, pomp and circum-

nodisputed doctrine.” Lajing aside’
for this purpose the banners of our
respective corps, we ‘asgcnble uns

ger-and death itself, to acquire a
renown equal to that of some fa-

“mdng us Wolld “willingly taEedans

der-the sole standard of.thé great
Captain bf our Salvation. We en-
deavour to extend his reign, andin
his name alone we contend.

Need T mention the importance
of the object we have in view? It
has been aiready so eloquently dis-
played, that I shall not attempt it,
But 1 may be permitted to motice
some minor topics, which have been
less insisted on, Do we wish to
improve the temporal condition of
the human race? ‘Then experience
has shown, that christianity is the
most efficient agent. Survey the
world=—Where have barbarism, and
ignorance, and superstition, & cru-
elty, and all the demouns af darkness,
their abodes? Where, but in those
unhappy regions thatsitindarkness
and the shadow of death, deprived
of the light of the gospel of Ghrist.,
And where do you ‘find knowledge,
and humanity, and charity? Where
do the sciences and the artsrestde?
_Where does- commerce flourish?

Where does “Tiberty dweit ¢ No
where but in'the christian world.
_Christianity enlarg:s the mind,
while it purifies the hears. Tvex-
pands our virtue, itanimates ts with
the most .powerful. motives ; ang
while ‘it teaches that.e are mem-;
bars of the'great family of markind,
it enables us to perform’ the duties
which that rélation'imposes. -,

,While Mahometan pations have
loag been stationary or retrogrigy i
while the inhabitangs of India o
tinve to practise theic. blocdy 3pd
‘3bominable rites; -while mdst other
‘pagans are sunk ‘almast below the!
conditioft of brutes that perish; the
chtistian wbrld has advanted with;
‘tapid strides in: civiligdtion, ‘in
‘wealth, in humaiity, in every thing
that contributes 'to temporal pros-
perity, a8 well as® in * the ‘virtues,
which fit us for _i‘m‘rpoyx,lizy.. SE
"It may be dbjected that what are
termed the dark ages succeeded: the.
p_ro‘mul'g‘a(ion‘ of the christian religr-
‘b, But'why were those agesdark?:
Because the light of the gospel was;
hid.” The Bible wis concialed with
‘jealous care - from .the “peaple.” Ii;
could beread oply .in3n ur.kfiown:
' tongue by the clergy 'thgm:qlv,ei';".
“the Jaity, - like ithe _Abyssintans,’

his name ; and baving no re-:
ligion b‘u‘t‘ou‘lwm‘:c’gfemon' 3 :and
empty. forms. At Tength thg;refof-
.dg*lcloudi- ofigt
¢4 both:the'bos,
ahd Taid
civil a3 well'as
'te gospel - wil
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conqueror grows only in a soil which

is moistened with blood. Itisstain-

ed with'the tears of the widow, and

it thrives in the midst of desolation
—nor is it durable: amid all the

annals of destruction, how few are

the names which we remember and

pronounce ! Butis there no glory

which is pure and enduring, and:
which deserves to be sought? Yes,

the love of fame is a noble passion,

given us not tobe extinguished, but

to be used aright.  There is a glo-

ry which a wise wan will covet,

which a good man will aspire to,

which will follow him from this

world to the next, and there, in the

presente of an assembled universe,

and of just men made perfect,-place

a crown upon his brows that fadeth

not away.

It is the peculiar province of the
clergy to teach how 'to acquire this
heavenly crown ; but I may be per-
amitted to say, that-an irrevocable
deeree has gone-forth, an inviolable!
promise has been made, that they
who .turn many to righteousness
shall shine. hke stars for ever and
ever, - 4
. But how ‘shall tlinse .who are
doomed to business and labour, turh
many torighteousness !—Such is the,
constitution of human society, :that
all cannot be missionaries; all’can-
not apply themselves to the spiritu-
f concerns of others. This socicty
_enables all to contribute to the spi-
ritual improvemént of all. -~ The Bi-.
b?e is the best:of missionaries.. It
‘will reach “where “no preacher: cin
pengtrate; it will.preach wher®e he
cinnot be heard ; it-will reprove,
alarm, advige, “console in solitude,.
wheré nopassioninterferestadrown.
its voice. -, Of -these’ missionarics’
| thousands may be sent abroad, and
where the seed is abundantly sown,
‘we may feasonably; hope*for.an -a-
.bundagv hayvest; v o s
“{Thongh the diffusiod of the scrip-
turca-is - the geegt.end” of our insti~
nition, yet dnother blessing-will al-
s0.spring from it ~Tod’ Jong:have
chrigtians. byen divided. . Seck: has!
been Spposed to secr; ,angty"con-
froversies have ogitatedthe chorch;
‘mistepresentations have beeo wade
and helicyedy’ and’good men, ‘wha'

ought ta have loved eachother; have

which wete- ste off
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But fixed his word, his (aving power remains,
Thy realm forever lafts, thy own
reigns. 2 Vg
ol . —— .
-+ Bibles, §e. Printed. -
The humber of Bibles; Testas
ments and Prayer Books, printed
at Cambridge, (Eng.) during the
the last §even years, was 1,009,000
at .Oxford, " including  also-Cate-
chisms and Psalters, 1,446,000. ‘The
value of the whole: was 945,350
dbllars. : : 3
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o Salem, Augnst 28.
DESTRUCTIVE FIRE.

- GRE R CRR TS HIT et e —r i

cisited a portion of our town. “Yes-

‘terday morning, about four o’clock,

aierce fire broXe dur

standirg in the centre of that'clus-

ter of buildings on the south  east

corner of Liberty and Water-streets,

not unaptly denominated a tinder-

box. Before the inhabitants could

be roused from their:stymfers, and

assembled at the scepé;wirdanger,

it had gained such he3d; tat noth-

ing but a dead calm in the airseem-

ed to afford any hope of setting

bounds to the threatened desolation.

The building on fire was almost in

contact with the distilshouse. of

Messrs. E. and J. Norris, on Water-

street, the large three story dwell- |

ing-house and bake-hsuse. of Mr. -

Ball, all of which were quickly: in-

‘volved in the conflagration, and the -

flames did not subside 1ill they had

swept away these and  every other

building on the corger.'.together

‘with a number on the ‘west ‘side of -

Liberty-street, In the extremity «

of our distress, we recgived a gene-

rous and poweriul aid from our

brethrew of Marblehead, Beverly

and Danvers, with - their engines,

&ec. and some came even from Lyan

to.our succour. - Owing to the per~

fect and providential stillcess ot the -

air, the extraordinary.efforts of this

combination of strength, dirécted by .

the good judgment of thefire wards, * -

were effectual in_preventing ‘the

ravages of the fire into Vine-street .

and onwards: the three story, brick-

house of capt. Philips stood as 2

‘barrier in one part; ‘though the

wood work upon' it was many times _

on/fire; and the ﬂ:t_ﬁq&ia\{sm:g&@n”._ .

secn cusling over the nidgé; of Mrec. oo,

Bofiman's. ‘waoder: house, . which e

nevercheleas was, saved tho' within

a few feet of the buildings burnti— .

_On-the western side of the strcet, .

‘the ‘house of Mr: Dabney was® also. .

saved by the'greatest care, andiex-

trtion, the ltrée'tigczWeen thatand .~ °f

.the burning’ buildings’ béing ¥er G

‘marrow. -How this ﬁgr: wukgimﬂeﬂy. sy

we cannot ascertxin: ~We do nd& -

casily, gi‘ve into‘;ulp’xcion.og design, . *

which we have heard “suggested: a' %

single ‘spatks 3 cigaf, ot’ 3 véry L

‘trifling accident in'ec/combustiblea

place, might have been ‘suficient to . K

produce’the mischiefs /" Ll Al

¥ The nomber, oFbuildings totaljy

(i‘cs!.}:uyqd Were 19,5507 <L R
e :
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