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: ADVENTURES Or HEN-
5 RY BIRD.
'l 15 ANALECTIC Maca-
zINE ]
yenry Bird removed in 1797 from
gerick county, Virginia, e
s bora in 1767, to the bead
o3 of Sandusky, in the state of
0. Hewas accompanied by two
yis neighbours, Joho Peters and
,msPh'I“P!- in partncrshxp with
L4 he had purchascd a little
Lof w1 bundred and sixty acres
!'nd. At that tune _zhere were
jrhabitants within cight or nine
s of thd spot they had chosen.
L, Grst thing they dia was to build
g hut, with the assistance of
1 neignbours, who each brought
uhel of wheat to support the
comers until they couid rase
ircwngrain, Such is the custom
31 these little rontier settle-
s1s, where necessity has revived
7 good old patriarchal customs,
wstabiished a neighbourly con-
ction amgny, the first settles tnat
ot seen (0 other communities.
Here Bird lived till the year
1, dugpg which time he became
father of five childeen, and saw
country ghange trom a walder-
s inhabited. by panthers, bears,
Tiloes, walved-and wild turkeys,
cultivated fl:u'ls. belonging to
rdy, indeperfent yeomanry.
e frst year he came, though 1o
ater, he Milled two panthers, and
{an irruption made into his pig:
7, which adjoined one end of his
t, by a bear who carried off one
tis best pigs. For a long time,
ws distucbed at night by the
aling of wolves close under his
sdows ; but as the country be.
ae cleared and more thickly set-
they gradually receded into the
oods, apd scldom came near the
bue, The Indians were all about
en, add a friendly intercourse
dlong subsisted between Bird
it a2 Warrior of the Shawenese
b, called the Big Captaing who
en came and slept at his house.
Butafter the battle of Tippaca-
Pe, they all disappeared; and as
s was a signal that they meditat-
prevenge, the inhabitants gather-
B together, two or three families
ahutythatthey might be the bet-
tibleto resist any sudden attack
w's friends, ‘Péters and Philips,
me to his house with their faini-
, because it was larger than
fers, having, as he says, 2 fire’
ites with'a partition between.”—
% whole. number thus collected,
cunted to nineteen, three men,
free. women, “thirteen children,
pae of them quite grown up.
Oa the 17th of October, 1811,
t.afvi_e(d'ayh ht was gone,” to
hll_oan sions, while Bird
it lying dow i the bed, hie wife
[uthg a piece of buffaloe, and Pe-
1ard Philips, - with three of the,
ghters were sitting round the
'8 gums were discharged throaugh
¥indow, which killed the whole
}.at the fire, and wounded Bird
e bip with two balls. . He
(U35 out of bed, but.dropped. ow
Oofy‘and at the same instant
'.l,!{lllgu. eighteen in number,
l&".n the door with a hérrible
‘,Bl_l"d endeavoured to climmb
‘:!no teach one of four loaded
) "“"‘«WhI.Ch' hung against -the
,.'-‘*!L,wz; followed by an Indi-
e gtrack him'in the shoulder
; ,h‘wﬂ}on‘xinhawk.‘ This blow
%0t him down, ‘apd.the Indian
P 30d hacked away at his left side
AL s 'FPPF"“OSI_.;'!- un’t'li‘l‘ he
¥ m quite ;dead. Then;
5 lled the whale ninetcen,
itht ‘:“8 “Tearful “that ‘the firing,
b MveToused the .neighbaur:
they :“36}1 Kbﬁ_foa@‘ rifieg, the
S P 0 gave the .retreaxin
oS and they all ritired: fo
M ieric i bad el a¢
t s A creek ‘commtinieating
oo sters-of:the gredt San--
they: lay, anll, morning;
g all qoiet, they réxurns
bouraad fell to stripping
g K b 3 ] .
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the dead bodies, amounting. to'18'

ed them up in tha.middle of the
room. Th'e Indians attempted-to
strip off Bird’s hnnting shirt of tow,
linen, and were going to scalp him:
and throw him on the pile with the:
rest, when the Big Captain ‘came.,
Bird, spoke to him by name, brgged.
to be tomahawked,. and told the
Captain  ‘‘he never used him so
when he came to see him?? The
Big Captain then, without making.
any reply, began to examine his
wounds, which when he had done,
he exclaimed with wonder, “that,
the great spirit would rot let him
die. I will carry you home and
cure you,” said he.

He ordered two Indians to put
Bird in a blanket and carry him
down to his canve, whither he fol-
lowed him; and while the rest of
the party were bringing down the
plunder, dressed his wounds; for
the Indians always carry with them
materials for dressing wounds when
they go to war. By this time they
had loaded their caroes, and when
the last party left the house, they
set 1t on fire to burn the dead bo-
dies, among which were Bira’s wife
and five children. This done, they
went down the Sandusky into lake
Eric, which they :rossed and coast-
ed down to the lower end, tili they
came to a creck the Indians called
I'o-fioh. up which they procecded a-
bout fourteen-niles, to the old Sha-
wanese town, I'nis was a drstance
of near four hundred miles, ddring
all wnich time the B:g Capram
dressed Bird’s wounds with consid-
crable skill, but handied him so
rougnly as to put him to vary great
pain.  Bird thinks he remembers
¢very thing that passed in this long
transportation, and when [ asked
him about the state of his mind, said
*“he was so taken up with his own
pains, that he had no time to think
of his murdered family.”

The Big Captain carried hifn to
his own wigwam, where he lay 22
moons before he could walk with
crutches.  When he grew able, his
business was too light the Big Cap-
tain’s pipe and fetch water for him.
In this last occupation he sometimes
met, at the spring, American white
women, whose familics mostly had
been murdered, and who were now
slaves to the Shawanese, One of
these he knew; she had lived in
Ohio, and her story was that of
hundreds of others, whose husbands
and children had been surprised at
their firesides and murdered, Bird

| promised, should he ever live to

escape, that he wouid give informa-
tion of the fate of these unhappy
women, whose number in this single
village - was fifty-eight, and who,
doubtless, have been considered
dead. 5

The Indians are the most jealous
and suspicious of their prisoners of
any people in the world. One of

- them had observed this conversa-

tion, without overhearing it, and
gave notice that there was 3 plot a-
mong the white slaves to run away.
Bird and the poor .woman were
then brought before the Big Captain,
and threatened withdeathif they did
not confess their plot. He persisted
in refusing to make any disclosures,
and the Big Captain ordered his twa
thumb nails tobe twisted ofy.Find-
ing that Bird still refused to make
any disclosures, he-at last became
convinced of his innocence, and, by
way of.avtisfaction..directed him to
twist off the thumb nails of the ac-
cuser. This, however, hedeclined.
" From the time that Bird left off

“his crutches, he had meditated mak-

ing Miz escape, although he was in
general treated pretty well by the

.Big Captain, except when the chicf
.was in liquor. At such times even

his'wife did not dare' to come near

;him, for his passions were terrible,

and he was accustomed to indunige
them with Impunity, because it isa
law of the Indians. that a drunken
‘person: is ‘ot accountable for his
actions.- It is the fiquor and not
‘the man, that is to blame. <In or¢
‘derto throw the Big Captain off his
gaard:Bird affected on alt occasions
o prefer -being the slave’ of such a
‘great ‘watrior to living among thé
.white men and working hard all day
like''n beast,. ¢ 1 lied,? said Birdd
4.1 don't deny jt, but I_thought it

«excusible in. this case,” The Big |

When they had done this, they. pil- |.
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Ca‘r:. hawever, was very suspicions,
_Iﬂ, would never givc‘ him .a chance:
:loAclcap.c. 1ose h e
7. Qne’evening in the latter part of
February, when Bird-had been near
forty _moons a prisaner, the Big
Captain and his Ladj both got very
drunk, and as tlie rivers were now
frozen, he resolved to take advant-
age of this circumstance to attempu
gaining Detroit, or some other sct-
t'ement of the whites. He had from
time to time, by little and little,
furnished his knapsack with a good
quantity of jerxed venison to serve
him in his tong journcy.  On th:
night of one of the last davs of Feb-
ruary, 1815, he lzft '.hc'Big Cap-
tain’s wigwam, and took a dircction
as nearly soutn as possiolz, through
the woods. in order to strike the
shores of lake Lirie. There was an
[ndian path to the lake, but he did
not dare to take that, for fvar of be-
ing overtaken by the Indians, should
they discover his absence. It was
a cold moonlight nignt, yet stiil he
found much dithiculty in ke.ping a
direct course, and 1t was vroad day
lizht before he struck the lake.
From thence he continued up the
lake, until about twelve o’clock, and
nad got, as they told him atterwards,
about thirty miles from the town,
when he was seizad by a party ot
five Indians, as he was sitting on
log eating a piece ot jerked venison.
Tne Big Captain had discovervd his
flight at day-light, and sect off with
300 mcn, diviaed into parties ot five
men each, to scour the woods in
every direction.
They tied his hands behind him,
and drove him in this way about a
mile, to a rising ground, where they
fircd their guns, and highted: a fire,
by setting fire ty an oid dry wuinut
tree, assignals for the other parties
to come in. Here they passed the
night, during which time avout one
haif of the partics hud come in.
The mornirg ufter, they drove Bird
into the town and a council was
calied to decide on whut was to be
done with him. It was concludsd
upon, that as he was determined
not to stay with tnem he should be
schurnt three days.” The famous
Shawanese Prophet, brotner to Te-
cumseh, was at this courcil; his
opinions are ot great weigiit with
the Shawancse, as he is considered
to speak the willof the Great Spirit.
Bird has scen him often. FH: is
about fifty, very ill looking, and no
warrior. Fe wuas continually. ex-
horting the Indians to fight the A-
mericans, and keep them away from
their lands. The influence of the
prophet may be estimated by the
fact that at one time ke had prevail-
ed upon some of the tribcs to abstain
from spiritous liquors; but they at-
terwards returned to their old
habits.

The Big Captain came to tell
Bird what they were going to do
with him. It was what he expect-
ed, and had made up his mind to it.
About an hour after sunrise he was
taken a little outside of the ward-
ance ground, where he supposes
three or four hundred Indians had
collected. They tied him down on
his back, with his feet fastened to a
stake, and the Big Captain seized a
fire-brand, which he held  first
against his hand, then against his
arm, taunting him at the same time,
by asking ¢ if he intended to run
away again soon?” This was done
by others in turn, for thirteen dif-
ferent times, at intervats of half an
hour, so that he might be as suscep-
tible as possible to pain. The in-
tervals were filled up with dancings,
and cxoressions of contempt for
white men. The louder he groan-
ed, the louder they shoured, ex-
claiming that ¢¢ Indians never groan-
ed, but the white man was no bet-
ter than a woman,” ~ This ceremo-
ny continued till within about two
kours of sunset, at which time the
fingers of his right hand were al-
most consumed, and his arm- burnt
quize to the bone. I saw his hard
and arm myself, or I could never
have been brought to believe- that
‘haman natuse could have endured
such long suffering. y

/

At this time there came up one
Rasdall M’Donald, a- Scotch trader
‘from Quebec.” He had been all
through that country, buying fur,

and was now on his. way home,

|'with a caravan- of sixtcen mules

‘and four h.'or’su"'.l?ilb:a\d'e.d with skins s

‘gallon - of rum,.which he told the!

ig Captain would afford them:a,
much better froljck than burhing a;
paor white man. , The barga.n was:
struck—the Big Captain.took. the
rum—Randall- %‘Damld. with-his.
own hands cut B

immediately. They, travelled all
‘night, for fear the Indiaus weuld
repent their bargain after drigking
the liquor, and reclaim the poor half
burined victim. In nine days Bird
thinks they readhed Kingston
where Rundall bought him som~
clothes, and got a surgeon to attend
bim. ‘Tney staid four days - at
Kingston, and then went down to
Quebec. Al the time during the
journcy he w:s attended by Ran-
ca:l, who took him home to his
house’in Quebec, employed a surge-
on, and he soon got well enough to
be abie to travel on foot. T'he
2ood Scotchman then told him he
mighit take his choice, either to re

matn witn him or go home. Bird
chose the latter ; and Randall gave
him money tocarry him to the tron-
tier; and sefithim off with his good
wishes. In tiese miserable times
of national antipathics and savage
warfare, it is graufying to truce, 1n
the conduct of Randall M'Doaald,
that steady untiring bencvolence,
which adorns and cxalts our Rature.
That hie snouid have saved the pri-
soner at thie stake s nothing. But
that he should carry him with him,
and support him, through such a
long, tedious journey, dress his
wounds in thz wilderness, afterward
take him to his home, and findlly
give him money to support him till
he got to his own couutry, is what,
I fear, few could have done under
the like circumstances. Let us,
then do honour to this bencvolent
Scotchinan, who saved one ot our
citizens from the stake and sent him
safe to.his home.

The money’given him by Randall
M'Donald iasted Bird till he came
to Vermont: from whence to Wash-
ington he subsisted on the benevo-
lence of his countrymen. In gene-
ral, he says, he had little to com-
plain of. His story almost always
gained him food and lodging, and,
with very few exceptions, he wus
scldom turned away from any man’s
door. Misery and poverty so sel-
dom knock at the doors of un Ame-
rican farmer, that his h=arg 1s not
yet steeled to apathy by becoming
familiar with objeccts of disiress.
From the borders of Vermont, he
travelled by land to Albany, where
the Patroon® got him a passage,
tree, to Egg-Harbour, he came
across New-jersey to Delaware
Bay, which he crossed to Jone’s
creek in the state of Delaware,
whence he went to Haddaway’s
ferry, crossed the Chesapeake to
Annapolis, and arrived at Washiag-
ton the sixth day of july, 1815,
His object in going there, was to
fu'fiil his promise to the poor wo-
man of the oid Shawanese Town,
It is with pleasure I add, that he
was admitted to an audience of the
President, and that measures have
been taken, by the properauthority,
to recover these unfortunate cap-
tives, should they be still alive,

I saw him, and enquired particu-
larly into his stofy, which he re-
peated, as I have given it, without
variation orembellishment. There
was a striking manliness in his de-
portment, and he -old his tale with
such an air of simple truth, thatl
could swear to every word of it.
I asked if he had any objection to
its being made public? He said
none,provided I did not make a fine
story about him. Hec wuis going
among some distant relatjons .in
Frederick county, who he said would
take care of him as langas he lived,
and he did pot want them to think
‘he wished to be the hero of a story. '
'He had morg. than forty wounds—
his shoulder was partly cut off, his

scarred with a.tnmahawk his fingers:
almost burnt off, and one of his
“arms .in some places nearly bare to
the bone,  Yet, he neither repined
or complainea that his lot was har-

# Stephen Van Ranselear, Esq. of
Albany, commonly known by this ti-

te in X York stale.

t Bird loose, put him .’
on onc of his horses, and set qut'|
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‘aer.thin that of other men; but' e

He was well known to the. J,nz_ua'n'.,’ -hibited, nloré thah aify being 1 ev
and offergd; to. purchase Bird for'a| sat, #n example of shag philospphy:

»which is ‘the:offspring, . not.of €3
Qorjip%‘ll:ut,qf, suffpting, and of tHal
Sinflexi \ﬂyardihgp&i{whic_h‘ 3=log,
succession of, labeurs, dargy >
hatdships ever: ipspires. ===y
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It scemsy by.thé Message of the
President, that the debt contr.cted
during the late “war, already useer-
tained amounrs to eighty ong. milli-
ons of dollarss - ‘Fhe ‘unliquidated
demands will probably increase it
several millions ;. so that we may

ons as the expence of the war.==
And what have we gained in ex-
charge for so much treasure ? Why,
truly, we have *‘gained,” say vhe
democrats, a national character!
Not a word do we now hear alogt
theprofessed object of the warda
about the attainment of ¢ Free
Trade and Suilors Right’s;—burt,.
merely, that we have shown the
world we are not cowards.—\Who
supposed we were?—Or, if it was
nxcessary to give evidehce of our
national character, who made it ne-
cessary? Who have had the reputa-
tion of the country in keeping ?
When the federalists quitted gov-
cronment, was the world in doubt
as to our character? It isidle to
t1lk about having gained a national
character. Tis a mere pretext to
avoid the discussion of the, objects
of tne war. However, it is a little
curious that this charccler has been
geined by that fuvourite of democ-
racy, the Navy.
But the one hundred millions is
yet to be paid. And how are ycu
to pusy it ? Why the Secretary of
the T'reasury tells you, by continu-
ing to pay your land tax, your car-
riage tax, your license tax, double
duties, &c. §e. as you have done.
In this way you wiil at least ‘prc-
vent the debt from increasing, and
your children will inherit no great-
er burdens than yourselves bear.
We have observed heretofore
that they decvived themsclves
who calculated upon the removal of
the taxes. We had no expectation,
however, of so many being retained,
as the Secretary recommends in his
Report.  But the demands upon the
Treasury, in cons:quence of the
war, are more than is gencrally
thought of ; and we must not expect
ta have aur taxes materially lessene
ed. In one shape or other, we
must pay them. FFe have danced,
many of us, to be sure, against our
will, but we must all pay the piper.

From the Lancaster Journal.
« Low Sinks VirGIxIA’s STAR.”

« Many tongued rumor” has pro-
nounced a dreadful fiat against the
adopted son of the heroic King
James. We are informed that the
weerrible Clay,” of Kentucky, will
muster all his strength in opposi-
tion to the intended transfer of the
royal patrimony. A certain Gene-
ral Jackson, and a certain Mir.
Crawford, will also cause conside-
rable trouble about the palace.
What a wonderful press of business
the gentlemen of Congress: will
have! It requires no great skill in
prophecy, to foretell that many
pretenders will yet arise ; and, per-
haps, between a great number of
stools, poor Jemmy Monroe will, at
last, fall to the ground. ;

Mr. Clay, ’tis said, is very popu-
lacin aur ** Western H-muisphere ;”
he rendered himself so by taking ac-
tive part in all the ¢ war measyres”
—He had a share in making the
«glorions” peace; he was a great
stickler for ¢ frée rude and sailor’s
rights;” and so long as Napoleon,
« the glory of thi mundane sphere,”
rode on the flood. tide of triumph, as
our: friend Binns' would say, he
clung to his last hape,” as the In-

gara, clung to his rum bottle; : But

thigh gashed with seams, his side { frec trade and sailors’. rights being

:lost in the torrent, Mr. Clay soon
forgot his first love. Mr. Clay has,
inds* many claims; and every del-
lar whlich the good people pay tothe
tax-gatherers, -should put them.in

‘aof the select few who continue to

},tjg dear to Amcricasa.
ekt ;

set down ONE HUNDRED millia"

dian forced down the falls of N:a- .

mind of his kegh deserts. . Heis one

L




