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came a natural and just grourd of
alarm to thase why had charge of
the depot. 4
It was also in cvitlence that in
the building formerly the petty ofii.
e

cerg prison, but now guard bar.

. . -
racks, which stands in the yard to

which the hole in the wall wouid
serve as a communication, a part of
the arms of the guard who were off
duty, were usually kepein the racks,
and though there was no evidence
that it was in any respedt the mo-
tive which induced the prisoners
to make the opentug in the wail, or
the fact, it naturally became atleast
a turther cause ot suspicion arl
alarin, and an additional reuson fer
precaution.

Upon these grounde capt. Short-
land appears to us to have becn jus-
tified in giving the ordir, waten
about this time he scems to havz
given, to sound the alarm bell, Hl»:
usual signal for colicetr , e ol
cers of the depot and {...ang the
military on the alcre.

However reascnable and jnstifiz.
ble this was as a measure of pre-
caution, the effccls produced there.
by in the prisors, but which coul |
not have been intendued, were mos:
unfortunate, and deeply to Le re-
gretted. A considerable number e/
the prisoners in the yards where no
disturbonces existed before, ana
who were either alrcady witlun
their respeflive prisons, or quietly
rouring, as usuval towards them,
immediately upon the sound ot the
beif rusned back from curiosity (as
it appears) towards the gates, where
by that tume the crowd iad assem-
bied, and many who were at that
tinelabsSnoromithcinsfandes Awtine
also, from the'plan of the prison,
compelled, in erder to reach their
cranincim ts Mt CNpSSSR oYt liels NI
post Gt GOUD ThlnR Swhadn. e
PILTELY 4 Messure Of precaution in
its cperation increascd the evil it
was inteaded to prevent.

Altiost dtthe suilte fistant that
tie alarm bell rang, (out whetier
b_fore ur subscasnt is apon the c-
viddnvedoubeitl, tiituth ‘captain
Shortland states it posit.vely asone
of his furtiher reasons fur causing
it to ring) some one or more of the
prisoners broke theiron chain, which
WishcheMonly R bistening Mot MINDIR ]
gite,leading into the market square,
by means oi an iron bar; and a ve-
ry cunsiderable number of the pri-
soners immediately rushed towards
the gate ; and many of them began
to press forward as fust as the o-
peutng  would permit  into  the
siuare,

“I'hicre was no direct proof be-
forc us of previous concert or pre-
paration on the part of the prison-
ers, and no evidence of their inten-
tion or disposition to eifect their
escape on this occasion. excepting
that which arese by inference from
the whole of the above detailed cir-
cumstances connected together.

T'he natural and almost irresis-
table inference to be drawn, howe-
ver from the conduct of the prison-
ers by Capt. Shortland and the mil-
itarp was, that an iatention on the
part of the prisoners to escape was
on the point of being curried into
execution, and it was at least cer-
tain that they were by force passing
bevond the limits prescribed to
them, at a time when they ought to
have been quietly going in for the
night. It was also in evidence
that the outer gates of the market
square were usually opened about
this time to let the brea: waggon
pass and repass to the store, ul-
though at that period in question
they were in fact closed,

Under these circumstances, and
with these impressions necessarily
operating upon his mind, and a
knowledge that if the prisoncrs
once penetrated through the square,
the power of escape was almost te
a certainty afforded to.them, if they
should be so disposed, Capt. Short-
land in the first instance proceeded
aown the square toward the prison-
ers, having ordered a part of the
ditferent guards to the number of
about 50 only at first, (though they
werce increased afterwards) to fol.
Jow him. For some time both he
and Dr. Magrath endeavoured by
quiet means and persuasions to in-
duce the prisoners to retire to their
own yards, explaining to them the
fatal consequence which must ensue
if they refused, as the military
would, in that case, be nccessarly
compelled to employ force. The
guard was by this time formed in
the rear of Capt. Shortland, about
two thirds of the way down the
nquare—the' Jatter is about one
bundred feet broad and the guard
extended nearly all across.—Capt.
Shortland, fincing that pzrsuasion
was all in vaiog, and ghat although
gome were induced by it to muake

on in considerable numbers, at last
ordered about 15 filg'vf the guand,
nearly in front of the gate which
had been forced, to charge tha pri-
soncrs back to their own yards.
The prisoners were in some pla-
ces so nzar the military, that one
of the soldiers states that he could
nct come fairly down to the charge,
and the military were unwilling to
act as againsr. an enemy. sU”l¢ of
the prisoners a'so were unwilling
and reluctant to retire, and some
pushing and struzgling ensued be-
twesn che parties, arsing partiy
i intention, but mainly from
<35

pressure ogghose behind pre-
venting Lhusc&\'onl from ;cuing
back.—After sone  little  time,
Twover, this charge appecrs to
fave bien so far cifective, and tiac
with bittle or no injury to the pri-
soners, as to have driven them for
the most part qrite dowa out of the
sp1ar-, with the excepton of a
3inatl auinSer wiip FeontiitsdSthein
resistance about Jo. 1 @it

ANoreaic still remained
¢ 'llccted a"terTtols in the passage
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Hallnoing, inzuiting, and prevoaing.
anl durir 3 the anhtary to fire, and
sccording to th2 evideice ol scveral
e e aoidicre, Aneh Solg O8I
was peliing b i
tun:s, by which some of thumavere
a@ually struck. ‘I'his circumistance
is however cenizd by many of the
Amorican witnesses ; and some of
the English upon Lavieg the questt-
on put to them, stated thiy saw no
stol.ts thr evious'y to the fir-
ing, althongh thxir situation at the
time was such as to enuble them to
see most of the other [roceedicgs
in the square,

Under th.sz circumstunces the
firing commenced,  With regard to
any ordsr having been given to fire,
the evidence s very contradictory.
Scveral of the Americans swear po-

itively that ciptain Shertland guve

that order; but the manner in
which, from the confusion of the
moment, they describe this part of
the transaction so _dilgrent 1 its
details, that it is very dilicult to
reconcile theirtestimony, Many of
the soldiers and other Engiish wit-
nesses, heard the word piven by
some one, but no ore of them can
swear it was by capt, Shortland, or
by any one in particulur, and some
amongzst, whom is the ofiicer com.
manding the guard, thiak, if capt.
Shortl.nd had given such an order
tliey must Lkave heurd iﬂ:i:h they
did not,  In addition 1is, capt.
Shordund dendes the tall; and from
tiie zituation in which heappears to
have been placed at the time, even
according to the American witness-
es, in front of the soldiers, it may
appear somewhat improuable that
Lie sheuld then lave given such an
order,

But, however, it may remain a
matter of doubt whether the firing
first began in the square by order,
or was a spontaneolis a&l of the sol-
diers themsclves, it seerned clear
that 1t was continaed and renewed
both there and elsewhere without
orders ; and that on the plutforms,
and in scveral places about the pri-
son, it wis certainly commenced
without any authority.

I'he fict of an order haying been
given at first, prnvidedsgle firing
wasunder the existing circlin .tance,
:ustifiable, does not appzar very ma-
terial in any other point of view
than 2s shewing a want of selt-pos-
szssion, and discipline in the troops,
if they should have fired without
order.

With regard to the above most
important consideration,of whether
the firing was justifiable or not, we
are of opin:on, und«r all the cir-
cumstarces of the case, from the
apprehension  which the soldiers
might fairly entertain, owing to the
numbers and condu€l of the prison-
ers, that the firing to a certain ex.
tent was justifiable in a military
point of view. in order to intimi-
date the prisoners, and compei@dem
thereby to desist from a'l acty of
violence, and rctire as tlhiey were
ordered, from a situation i1 which
the responsibiiity of the agents, and
the mil:tary could not permit them
with safety to remain,

From the fadt of the crowd being
so close, and the firing at first be-
ing attended with very little injury,
it appears probable that a large pro-
portion of muskets were, as stated
by one or two of the witresses, le-
velled over the heads of the priso.
uers, a circumstance in some re-

an effart to retire, otiiers pressed

apecys to be lamented, as it induced
theatfo cry out ¢blank (arlridgC‘Z{
and merely irritated’and encourag®
ed them to renew, their insults to
th: soldiery, which produced a re-
petition of the firing in a munner
much more destructive.

T'he bring in tie square having
continucd tor sumez time, by which
several of the prisuners sustained
injuries, the greater part of them
appear to have been running back
with tle utmost precipitation and
confusion tu ther respective prisons,
and the cause for turther firing
seemsat this period to have ceased.
It uppears accorldingly that captain
Shortland was in the market square
exerting himself and giving orders
to that eifect, and that Lt, Fortye,
had succeeded 1 stoppivg the fire of
s part of the guard,

Under these circumstances it is
very ditlicalt to find any justificati-
on tor the continuance and rencwal
o tne firing which certainly took
place both in the prison yards and
elsewherce ; though we have some
evidence ol subszquent provocation
grven to tle militury, and tesistance
to the turakeys ia shutting the pa.
sons, and of stones being thrown
out tron within the prison doors.

The subsequent firing apprars to
rather have arisen from the state of
individual irvitation and exasperati-
on on the part of the soldiers who
followeld the prisoners into their
vards, and [rom the cbsence of
nearly all the cilicerdwho might
have restrained it Meil os from
the great ditiiculty of putting an
end toa fring when once commenc-
cd under such circumstances, Cap-
tain Shorlanl, was from this time
busily occupicd with the turnkeys
1n the square, receiving and taking
care of the wouaded, Ensizn White
rernatned  with  his guard at tie
breach, and Lts, Anvelyne and or.
tve, the only otgr subulterns knowa
to have been p¥¥sent, continued in
the square with the mam bodies or
their respective guards,

The time of day, which was the
officers dinner hour, will in some
measure explain this, as it caused
the absence of every officer from
the prison whose presence was not
indispensable there.  And this cir-
cumstance which has been urged as
an argument to prove the intention
of the prisoners to taxe this oppor-
tunity to escape, tended to in-
créase the confusionyand to prevent
those great ex:rtions being made
which might periiaps have obviated
a poertion at least of the mischief
which ensued.

At the same time that the firing
was going on in the square, a cross
fire was also kept up trom scveral
of the platforms on the walls round
the prison where the centries
stand, by stragzlirg partics of sol-
diers who ran up “there for that
purposs.  As fur as thisiire was di-
rected to disperse the men assem-
bled round the beach, for which
purpose it was most effectual, it
scems to stand upon the same
ground as that in the first instance
in the squarc,— But that pare Gich
it is positively sworn wus d? ed
against straggling parties of pri-
soners running about the yards and
‘endeavoring to enter in the few
doors which the turnkeys accerding
to their usual practice, had left
open, dos seem as stated, to have
been  wholly without object or
excuse, und to have been a wanton
attack upon the lives of defenceless,
and at that time unoffending indivi-
duals.

In the same, or even more se-
vere terms, we must remars upon
what was proved as to the firing
into the door ways of the prisons,
more particuiarly into that ot No.
3 prison, at a time when the men
were in crowds at the entrance.
From the position of the prison
and of the door, and from the
marks of the balls which were
pointed out to us, as well as from
the evidence, it was clear this firing
must have proceeded from soldiers
a very few feet from the door way,
and although it was certainly sworn
that the prisoncrs were at the time
of part of the firing at least, con-
tinuing to insult and occasionally
to throw stones at these soldiers,
and that they were starding in the
way of, and inpeding the turnkey,
who was there for the purpose of
closing the door, yet still there was
nothing stated which could in our
view at all justify such excessively
rash and severe treatment of help-
Jdess and unarmed prisoners when
all idea of an escape was at an
end.

Under these impressions we
uscd every endeavour toascertain if
there was the least prospect of iden.
tifying any of the soldiers who had
been guiity of the particular outra.

¢

ges here allyded to, o -pf.tracing:

any particular death a‘t\'tbﬁ:‘t.irie:ﬁt_o
the firing of any particular’ indivi-
dua!, but without success ; aud-all
hop:s of tringing the offenders to
punishwent should seem to be at an
end. 3

In conclusion, we, the undersign.
ed, have omy to add that whilst we
lament, as we do mnst deeply, the
unfortunate transaction whicn has
been the subject of this inquiry, we
{ind ourselves sotally unable to sug-
sest any steps to be taken as to
those parts of it which scem most
to cali for redress and punisnment.

(S'gned)
CHAS. KING,
FRAS.SEYMOUR LARPENT.
Plymout), 26th dpril, 1813,

Str—In pursvauce ol instruc-
tions received from Messrs, Cooy
and Gullatin, I have now the ho-
nour to transmit to you the report
preparcd by Mr. Larpent and my-
seit on bohalf of cur respective
governments, in relation to the un-
fortunite transactiors at Durtmoor
prison of W.r, on the 6:h of the
present month. Cousidering it or
much ‘importance that the report,
whatever it might be, should go
forth, un.er our joint signatures, |
have forborne to jress sume of the
points which it involves, as far as
otherwise I might have done, and it
therefore may not be improper in
this letter to enter into some little
explanation of such parts of the
report. Although it docs appear
that part cof tire prisoners were on
that evening in such a state, and
under such cireumstances, as to
have justificd, in the view which
the commander ot the depot could
not but take of it, the intervention
of the military force, and cven in a
strict sense, the first use of fire
urms, vet I cannot but express it as
my settled opinion, that by conduct
a little mpre temporising, this
dread.ul alternative of firing upen
unarmed prisoners might have been
avoided.  Yet as this opinion has
been the result of subsequent ex-
amination, and after having acquir-
ed a knowledge of the comparative-
ly harmless state of the priscners,
1t may be but fair to consider,
whether in such a moment of con-
fusion and alarm, as that appears to
have been, the officer commanding
couid have fairly estimated his
danger, or have measured out with
precision the extent and noture of
the force necessary toguard ajainst
1t.

But when the firing became gen-
eral, as it afterwards appears to
have done, and caught with elec-
tric rapidity from the square to the
platforms, there is no plea nor sha-
dow of excuse for it, except in the
personal exasperationofthe so'diery,
for the more deliberate, and there-
fore more unjustifiable firing which
took place into three of the prisons.
No. 1, 3 and 4, but more particu-
larly into No. 3, after the prisoners
had retired into them, and there
was no longer any pretence of ap.
prehiensions as to their escape. Up-
on this ground, as you sir, will
perceive by the report, Mr. Larpent
and myself had no difference of o-
pinion, and I am fully persuaded
that my own regret wus not greater
than hts, at perceiving how hope.
less would be the attempt to trace
to any individuals of the military
these outrageous proceedings.

As to whether the order to fire
came from captain Stortland, I yet
confess myself unable to form any
satisfaClory opinion, though perhaps
the bias of my mind is, that he did
give such an order. But nis anx:e-
ty and exertions to stop it, after
it had continued for some little time,
are fully proved, and his general
condud previous to thisoccurrence,
as far as we could with propriety
enter into such details, appears to
nave been characterised with great
fairness, and even kindness, in the
relation in which he stood towards
the prisoners.

On the subject of any complaints
2gainst their own government ex.
isting among the prisoners it was
invariably answered to several dis-
tinct questioas put by me on that
head, that none whatsnever existed
or had been expressed by them, al-
though they confessed themselves
to entertain some animosity against
Mr. Beasley, to whom they attri.
buted their detention in this coun-
try; with what justice you, sir, will
be better able to judge. They made
no complaint whatsoever as to their
provisions and general mode of I|jy.
ing and treatment in the prison.

I have transmitted to Mr. Beas.
ley a list of the killed and wounded
on this melapcholy occasion, with

a reques: that he yvould forward it
to the U, S. for l_éinfol‘mmon of

N e N
'ﬂlkﬂ""{fis‘n"h' a
pleasedto have it jn. mo - .
say, that she y{oundu:&n:,'
~wost part doing well, $ b

have also enclosed 1o Nor

ley the notes taken by me. ;
vidence adduced before mo p
request that he woylg ha.
fairly copied, as alsg 5 o e
depositivns taken before lh:’
ety and desired him to lﬁb
to you when in order, ot

I cannot conclude
gxprcs;in_g my high genge of
m'u;):r'.uhty and manly fairne
which this inquiry dlg pee
dufled cn the part of My, [:
NOF Without mentioning thy,
taciiity was afTorded to usini-'
secution, as well by the milie,
ﬁ\:'rrs commanding here and 5
prison, us by the maglitrlm:
\'|c1||1t)'. 1

I have the honoyr to be
much respe&, your m i
bumble selrvang R

(Signed) CHARLES kv
His Esceilency j.[ Q ,\3.,}:{}‘
3g, o

“‘don, April 18, 1
Sig, .
Al

As the request of Lord ¢,
rezgh, we have hud interyj, i
hnu anﬂd ‘.'~lr. Guulburn on U,
ject or tue ‘lransportation of
American prisoners now in
country, to the U.S, sy
late urnfurtunate evem g the
pot at Lirtmoor.,

Cn F?;c first subject, we
to advise your acceptance
proposition of Lord Cagy) e
transport the prisoners at théi
expense of the two countries, rerd
Ing tive construction of the gy
of the treaty, which provid
the mutual restoration of pristyd
for tuture adjustment, Iy wyy,
ed l))" us, and was so undery
that the joint expense, thus 1
incurred, 1s to coinprehend 54
the riquisite tonnage as the
sistence of the prisoner
nioreover that measures of
tion should be adopted
the health and comfort of tke
ners similar to those which rgd
ken place in America.

The details of this arrar;
if you concur with us as to th
pediency of making it, are |
vou to settle with the preper
tish authority.

On the other sutject, as 251
ment of the transaction his
recerved trom the AmdBran o
ners, differing very m;&a &
thut winch tad resulted from
quiry instituted between the ;
admiral, it has teen thought aiv
able that some means shouldte
vised of procuring informatus
to the real state of the case, i
der on the one hand, to shewt:
there bad not been any wania
improper sacriice of the
Amertcan citizzns, or on the oM
to enable the British governme
punish their civil and military
cers, it it should appear thit th
have resorted to nmicasures cf 8
treme severity without necessiy,
with too much precipitation,

Lord Castlereagh propes:d s
the erquiry should be a joint
conducted by a commissioner st
ed by each ‘government. Asd
have thought such an enquiry
likely to produce an impartul ¢
satisfactory result.

We presume that you willt
too much occupation on the ¢
subject and the other incidentil?
ties of your office, to attend t2
enquiry in person. On that s
sition we have stated to the bt
government that we should rec
mend to you the selection of
King, Isq. as a fit person to¢
duct it in beh XD of the Ame
government. Mr. King will
dertake the business, he will £
with proceed to Dartmoor, &
conjunction with the British @
misioner, who may be zp[’t’"-“'d
the occasion, will caxamine the
sons concerned, and such cther e
dence as may be thought l:tC“’
and make a joint report upo?
faéts of the case to John Q. ‘
es.{. minister and plenipotenti]]
the U. S, at this court and °
British government. :

The mode of executing thi#]
vice must be left to the discre
of Mr. King and his coiléagu
they can agree upon a narratitt
the facts after having heard the
dence, it will be better than ¥
ing the whole mass of testime!
detail, which they may pe-hip¥
it necessary to do, if they &%y
come to such an agrecment.

We are, sir, your obedieat ¥
ble servants, i

SifnEd) HL GLAY,
i )ALBliR'I’GALLAﬂf

) bl;l’, Wi

€

R, G. Beuslzy, esq. &c. !.{C'

4 wounded, with ade-

9 tilled an Aot

jiption i

London, 80th April 1815.

Sxx',. In my letter of the 19th inss..I
-,r«,‘,n:dAycu of the measures which
b besn adopted here in couse-
h‘ncc of the late uniortunate e-
# jt Dartmeor prison. :
"n‘h\-c now the horour to trans-
l.‘,»,.ccpy of a letter addressed
"W Mr. Clay and Mr. Galla-

nt
Jpe b
l-'“ reliyive to thatoccurrence, and
l’;..( rsportation of the Ameri-
Al . s 3

H risoyers in this country to the
(s

L. States

1, the dsence of Mr. Adams it
In the

duty to communicate
{“:‘Lci;‘_ mation of our govern-
. the result of the investizati-
ente &
": 3 Darzmbor. I enclose a copy
. ioint Aeport of the commissi-
4 for that purpose,
g i from Mr. King to
foct :
v, Adams, agd of a list ot the
{Ted and wounded on that melan-
occasione \
‘leave to Mr. Adams any
sieps which he may deem it
¢ to take in this business. I
[ -3, however, fordear to notice
Wik d) - . .
£IFONEOUS xmpressu)t of the pri-
crs. that their detenbjon so long
£r5, 1
teen oWINg to me. jouarca-
v, 5if, Cf My constant gxertions
s the war to effect th'cir libe.
:? [mmediately on the Vigning

e treaty of peace, at Ghent,

] renewed my ingtances on*}hat
o proposirha conditjon,
b0 ali the prison ho mighd be
ivered over to me by the British
erament, shoula be considered as
ts of war, and not at liberty
J\erve until regutarly exchanged,
event of the treaty not being
by the president.  This
n was declined in a pe-
nanner.
eipt of the intelligence
tion from America, I
ent in requesting
-+ release ofNthe oprisoners, ac-
arding to the tedqis of the treaty,
21 the numbar off vessels which [
:d hired, 25 mentioned in my let.
ot of the 13th, and which are now
1 their veyage to the U. S. will
sew that the necessary 'steps were
iten to provide for thers immedi-
' traneportation to their country,
¢ prisoners, also, werdinformed
these measures, and of the exer-
which had been made from the

of iF

¢t homes with the least possible
+ Therefore, whatever may
been their uneasiness under
-inement, and whatever hostile
:lings they may have had towards
t, a5 noticed in the report, and
> Mr. King’s letter, I must say
“a confidence, that I could not
reient the one nor have I deserv-
S the other. o
I'have the Lonour to be, sir, your
28t cbedient humble servant,

i R, G. BEASLEY.
fehoa, John Mason, &%, &ec.

Loar

0r Tuesday morning last, on the
pad from my dwelling to Annapolis,
p2d the head of South River. a Bun.
of Acccunts, wrapped in a piece of
vpiper, and tied with a black rib-
*L ‘Lhey can be of o use to any
502 but the owner T'he finder,
‘@ringthem with the subscriber, or
ty place where he can procure
3, shall be liberally rewarded.

Stephen Beard ¢
Jly a7, Pl rd, of Stephen.

15 Dollars Reward.

l}mkg g0l on Sunday night the 5d
dly inst a yellow man by the name
l:_my, Who was- committed for
*akirg the mest-house of Josegh
“Mrd. Harry is about 23 yearsigyf
deee‘t 4 or 5 inches high, wéil
‘e. ! pleasing countenance, & mucl}
Q;c."“}f‘d"?], his cloathing not recol
. ‘¢ 18 the slave of Richard
i 00 on the head of South River,
.lw.ell known in that neighbour-
u:-h“ mother lives with William
"‘0!;; and Iam told he is harbour-
4 3 er; he broke gaol with his
okl on, and took with him a new
i e  The above reward will
by thh any person who will appre-
¢ 8aid villain and deliver him
glerof A, A, county,
Solomon Groves, ShiF.
o . 4. 4. County,
726, 1815,

s, NOTICE.

4 subscriber havi i
& ng obtained
the orphang court of Agnne Arun-

¢
ounty, letters of adwmntion on

nlﬂ]:onnl estats of Njcholas Nor-

u‘uu.u?f said coMBtyYS deceased ,

kit ds sons having claims a-

Tl estate, to present them,
enticatdy, and those indebt.
G. Payment,

By ar Roléwt Franiiin,

-
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