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AN ORATION,
bedivered af the United Celedration at
Shepherds town, on the Potomac,
uly 28, 1813 ; on the late
orious events in Eu-
rape.
Y JOHN 1, THOMAS, ESQ.
TUE prayers of the righteous are
16lled. The sufferings of inno-
ence are assuaged. Painful anxie-
gives place to devout exultation.
‘idelity 18 relieved of its apprehen-
ions. Danger is now past of the
vorst and most degrading ofall evils.
n overshadowing spirit of mischief
nd po\lut'lon no longer sits embodi-
4 in the highest seat of earthly do-
ination—it is put down, and thrust
but of the strong hold, from whence
t lately issued against every civiliz-
d region, under the form either of
uile or of force, going about seek-
ng whom it shall devour. Tne fa.
Wl source of peril is stopped, which
yreatened to deluge the world with
orrents darkened and acrid within-
iquity. That proud, aspiring trunk,
lately flourishing as the green bay
tree, is withered and hewn down,
which supplied and sustained its
branches of corruption, widely and
varicusly spread through neighbour-
ing and distant climes. In the im-
posing guise of tempter and destroy-
er, a baleful protraéled, and mighty
agency, has, at length, terminated.
The arm of heaven has been, at
last, visibly stretched forth ir pi-
ty to release Christendom  from
servile terror and impending bon.
dage. The thunder of retributive
justice has rolled over the oppres-
sor. ‘Thelightning of its vengeance
has struck the iron crown from his
guilty head. Nations have risen
from a long night of debasement and
mistey.  The convulsions of a trou-
bled world are subsiding. The fright-
ful gloom is over. In the ascendant we
behold the serene influence of moral
orderonce moreappearing.'Fhesocial
system is renewed, illumined with
benevolence, and vivified by hope.
The ways of God to man ate vindi-
cated on carth. Mun againis free.
The earth rejoiceth, and all the
ends thereof are glad.
~ Flevated by this bright speftacle,
twe look back with amaZement upon
the past. - We seem just to have es-
cpped from a feariul and feverish
dream. Providence has cast our lot
ina period of the world the most e-
venful in all history. The year
1789, the era of the organization of
our national govcmment, was also
the epoch from whence are tobe da-
ted those direful commotions in Eu.
rorc, whose progress we have be-
held shaking the political frame of
the old world to its centre, and in-
volving the peace, the harmony and
well being of this new empire. In
the first stage of the revolutionary
proceedings in France, a generous
delusion became universal in her fa-
vour, wherever the tidings werean-
nounced ; and .in this country, as
was naturally to be expe&ed, public
sympathy was most - powerfully ex-
cited in the fate of a people, re-
cently connected with. us in bonds
of a memcrable alliance, who now
appeared to be engaged in an ardu-
ous struggle for the establishment
of their own freedom. From the
Iph of calamity, to which the de-
usion would have led, this infant
republic was then saved, almost a-
inst its will, by the tutelary care
of Washington (ever blessed be his
meniory) the wise and faithtul guar-
dian of its safety and honor. The
, error, indeed, which had been com-
mon to all, soon vanished from the
minds of the most intelligent and
FefleCting, It soon appeared that
What had heen mistaken for the ge-
_ mius_of liberty, was, i truth, the
'g;mon of licentiousness, goaded in-
) phrenzy by a pestilent and rest-
lets atheism.. Its charafler became
distinQly marked in.staring capitals
_ef blood, The hell-hpunds of mur-
der and pillage were let looc. . ‘All
. phat was great and good, reputable
and sacred in dl{r;\_nce, v_iag.‘giv(;]n
. mpa'prey to indistriminate ¢ augh.
-.tgr‘_.‘n&?apme;' ~And, as if t6 draw

-was hurried with his injured wife to
a contumelious death, amidst the

- the- dominioe of -an.absolute master.

down the special chosen curse of
heaven upon their heads, an unof-
fending monarch, the mildest, and
once the best beloved. in the cata.
logue of their sovereigns, distin-
guished for his benignaat. devotion
to the welfare and wishes of his peo-
ple, the virtuous and pious Louis
the XVI. the friend of our forefa-
thers in the day of their distress,

curses of a people, for whom his
heart yearned with parental affe&ti-
ons; of a people whom we. have
since seen submitting their necks in
ignominious bondage, to the vilest
and most atrocious despot that ever
trampled on the human race. To
depiét the various deeds of compli-
cated cruelty and horror, perpetra-
ted in France, under the abused
name of philosophy and republi-
canism to trace the miseries in-
flicted on surrounding nations; the
plot of wickedness against the
peace of mankind; the rise and
the flufluation of fations, emula-
ting each other in carnage and
insanity, would lead us to a direful
contemplation, from which the heart
recoils with disgust. It is suffici-
ent that we have all witnessed the
result, confirming the experience
of all ages; that the appointed end
of anarchy is military despotism.—
A people thus distracted and depra-
ved, are glad at last to escape from
their own iniquities, and willing to
take refuge from themselves, under

The people of France were accord-
ingly preparsd by ewvery degree of
suffering and enormity for the en-
durance of the usurpation of the
fortunate adventurer, who, ata criti-
cal conjunéture, favourable to his fla-
gitious purpose, returned, like afugi-
tive thicf, from his armyin Lgypt. On
his part, with a mind hardened to
cruelty, and pradlised in every spe-
cics of abomination ard fraud, as-
sisted by the most skilful and profli-
gate agents of his will, he was duly
fitted and prepared to establish a
system of obdurate tyranny, the
most grinding and intimidating to
its immediate subjeéls; the most
hostile to the happiness and liber-
ties of the world, It was indecd a
system of intense operation on the
minds, as well as the bodies, of men,
which seemed to possess the power
of blasting, at pleasure, whate-
ver it assailed ; of underminding, se-
ducing, contaminating and destroy-
ing. The military code, by which
it was upheld, subjelted the whole
mass of the population, the entire
physical strength of the land, as an
engine of machinery, to be wielded
in the hands of the remorszless man.
Its internal police, with swarms of
emissaries and spics, assuming eve-
ry shape, and penetratinginto every
recess, stifled the very faculties of
nature writhing under the agoniesof
tortured servitude. A monstrous
phenomenon presented itself in the
political and moral world. Truth
was not hereby suppressed for occa-
sional purposes of State ;—the press
was not enslaved and perverted into
an instrument of deception ;—but a
regular organization of falsehood,
entering into every device and ar-
rangement of policy, assumcd all
the prerogatives of truth, and im-
posed an implicit, belief which the
faultitude were bound to admit even
against the evidence oftheirownsen-
scs. The influence of this part of
the system, the most perfeét of its
kind, extended itself, in a greater
or less degree, to every quarter of
the globe, aceking proselytes, and
finding imitators and adherents.—
The entire system was a pestilence
that walketh in darkness, diffusing
contagion over the fair face of na-
ture, bewilderingthe understandings
and polluting the souls of its vic-
tims _ The consequences are not to
be described, although they were c-
very where szen and felt. ‘The name
of Buonaparte, fatally familiar to e-
very tribe afd tongue, wrought,
through a long & gloomy period, like
a charm of diabolical incantation
on the rulers and the ruled. The
upirnviom_of virtue were dismayed
at. that scund ; helpless innocence
cried in vain for mercy; neither
rank, nor scX, Nor age, ‘nor condition,
could expecta mitigation of the ge-
nerai goom : that flinty heart w:s

- whole tenor of the language of ador-

ings of conscience ; humanity sighed
and mourned over fallen” millions,
whose secret groans and execrations
were every day ascending to the
throne of eternal justice, to bear
witness against their blasphemous
desolater ; while the lofty arrogance
of his misrule, every where exalted
the pretensions of congenial vice,
rendering him the homage of venali-

ty. France itsclf might be consi- fbosom of Russia,

dered as the carnel-house and tem-
ple of the modern Moloch, described
by the Asiatic traveller. There sat
in sullen pomp the crafty Napoleon,
the obje& of a shameless and drcad-
fal worship.

« Jforrid king, besmeared with
blood

« Of human sacrifice, and parent’s

tears.”

His Imperial Car of triumph mov-
ed, like the tower of the idol of
Juggernaut, over the mangled and
quivering limbs of the expiring na-
ture :—his was incense inhaled
from the pangs of berecavement, and
the screams of the widowed and fa-
therless; his burnt offerings arose
from the conflagration of cities and
the cxplosion of states ; his libation
was of the purple stream of life ; the
dogs & vultures of prey were attend-
ants on hisorgies; the earth around
was strewed with bones, -as spoiis
dedicated to his lust of dominaticn ;
while extorted acclumations, enve-
loping on all sides his stupendous
<hronie, silenced the murmurings of
complaint, and denounced terror to
disailc&lion. »

Q: the schemes of Foreign™con-
quest, atchieved and planned by the
foul Corsican, it is unnecessary to
enter into any recapitulation, He
scemed about to realize the wildest
projett of universal empire hitherto
ontertained, With a fury more un-
quenchable than that of * Macedo-
ma’s madman or the Swede,” he had
subdued the larger portion of Europe
to his dire controul, and excrcised
1 sinister influence over the remo-
test part of that continent. Intox-

vidence Tor the occasion, first serve.
ed to break the spell of Buonaparte’s
‘invincibility, and materially aided
by its sucgess, the toilsome efforts,
which the north of Europe was
doomed to undergo against the in-
satiable ambition of -its devastator.
“When in- the further develope-
ment of his plan, Napoleoun penetra-
ted with his countless hosts into the
what virtuous
heart did not cuake with anxicty
and fear as to the event of a con-
test apparently so unequal! And
yet to the issue of that contest is
the world obviously indebted forthe
union of those means which divine
providence has employed in the late
redemption.  Inthe very fullness
of presumptuous insolence, on the
instant of execution, thg haughtiest
and most extravagant threat of flam-
ing wrath, the catastrophe of the
invader began to be unfoldzd. From
the fluming ruins of captive Mos-
cow, the holy ardour of patriotic
enthusiasm,  catching redoubled
Llaze, spread forth with inextin-
guishable lustre ; vindictive justice
zleamead over the ranks of the fell
incendiary ; and his gorgeous arma-
ment ¢ melted away like wax,”’—
The myriads, with which he had ad-
vanced, were dispersed and driven
back, * like the chaffwhich the wind
driveth away from the face of the
carth.”’ ]

In addition to the encrgy of Rus-
sian prowess, we beheld the ele-
ments of nature employed to com-
plete the signal chastisement of the
‘enemy of man-and-defierof God. The:
Almighty ¢ casteth forth his ice-
like morscls—Who is abie to abide
his tros:!” The tide of war was
rolled back to overtake the ruthless
spoiler, and to overwhelm his for-
tunes with irretrievable ruin,

In the succeeding progressive
steps, by which the abaszment of
the tyrant was at last sett'ed, we
also perceive manifold evidances of
the interpssition of an Omnipotent
Disposer. It was remarkable and

icated by his tremendous career of
success, he conceived his power at
last to be irresistable:—and it is
manifest, not merely from his pro-
fane imposture, addressed sixteen
years ago, frum Cairo, to the disci-
pies of Mahometanism, but from the

ation, in which he required himself
to be approached by his own fandli-
onarics; by the dignitaries of his
own clergy, and by that mock San-
Ledrim of the Jews :—it |is palpa-J
ble that he meant to ascribe to
himself the attributes of the De-
ity, or, at least to be regarded as
an eledt vicegerent of almighty
power, destined to reduce to his
rule, by fire & sword, the utmost
bounds of the habitable earth. For
a time, his nod seemed to shake the
spheres, and people, principalities
and potentates were humbled in ap-
prehensions at his frown.

From this appalling and humiliat-
ing sight, at which« hope was sink-
ing in despair,” let us now turn our
eyes, and behold and adore the
goodness. of the ever living God,
who,- in that moment of exulitation
to the wicked, and depression to the
faithful, was pleased to lay the foun-
dations of the deliverance which we
now commemorate, and to cause it
to be effe@ed by a train of events
and instruments, which at first, and
through the greater part of their
progress were scemingly so unpropi-
tious or inadequatetothe accomplish-
ment of this happy and wonderful
work. When, six years: ago, with
a parfidy unparallelled, the usurper
invaded the independence of Spain,
and led its unsuspeing prince in-
to treacherous captivity ; when his
armies overrun the country, and his
brother was seated, as the shadow
of his authority, in the palace of
Madrid, mortal eyes considered the
subjugation of that devoted land,
as not only inevitable in itself, but
as threatening materially to contri-
butc towards the ultimate views of
its conqueror, in rivetting the chains
of bondage on the rest of Europe.
And yet 1t is now evident that this
inordinate outrage on Spain preduced
the germ of that resistarice, which
has laid the tyrant prostrate in the
dust. . 1t is evident, that the noble
struggle in the peninsula, dire@ed

unexampled, that a coalition of so
many powers, as that which was

formed against Buonaparte, should
persevere with good faith and u-
nity of design until that moment-
ous design was fully atchieved: In
the principal agents of the achiev-
ment, the great and venerable Ku-
tusoff, the equally venerable and
gloricus Blucher, and the distin-
guished Schwartzenburg, avengers
and protectors of humanity, we can-
not but discern an extraordinary
combination of superior minds, r2-
served and brought forward as in-
struments of Heaven, for a crisis,
which was to determine the dearest
interests and anxious hopes of all
mankind. In the conduct of the
tyrant himself,we sec distin@l preofs
ofan overruling destiny, which hur-
ried him on to the consummation of
the fate. As the allies advanced
thro® the tertitory of France, repeat-
ed opportunities, almost to the last
moment, were afforded him of con-
cluding a peace on terms, which
would hawve left him in the possessi-
on of sovereign power, with which,
at some future day, he might again
return o vex and plague the nations
and venew his schemes of aggran-
dizement and despoliation, But he
would not take heed from the coun-
sels of prudence, and, he persisted
with the obstinacy of madnz:ss in
the road that led him to perdition.
Quem Deus vult perdere, prius deben-
1ai—Heaven deprived the miscreant
of undcrstanding, in order to en-
sure his destruétion. @

Aad shall we not then rejoice
with gratitude in the fulfilment of
the high purposes of Ileaven, mani-
fested in mercy to 3 large portion of
the human family, so long suffering
in slavery and trepidation ! Shall
we not rejoice in a revolution, thus
casily, happily, and miraculously
effe@ed ; that promises to securc
the blessing of free and mitigated
privileges of government to the af.
flifted pecople of a mighty empire,,
which, for five and twenty years has
heen Iacerated by discord and ex-
hausted by oppression ! Shall ‘we
not rejoice in the restoration, both
to Irance and Spain, of an inmno-
cent, ill-fated, and illustricus fa-
mily, the family of the Bour-
bous, which the fathers ot our own

by the consummate abilities of a’

closed againstthe compun&tious visit-"

revolution, in the rccorded annals

spgless Leader, reared up by Pro-

.\
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of Congress, henerad and glorified

as the august allies of AmericanIn-.
dependence ! Shall we not. rejoice,
that ancient Germany, whose integ--
‘rity of charader is preserved in her
numerous descendeants settled as,
round us, is liberated from her dis-.
grace & despondency ? Shall we not,
rejoice that Prussia is risen from her,
fall, and the ‘splendor of hér namre,
revived by a pupil of the great Frede-
rick !'That hapless Portugal has been.
snatched from extinfion! And re-
pulican Switzerland relicved from
the rapacity and in3olence of the.
minions of her pretended mediator?.
Shall we avow no pleasurs, that
Holland, for so many years subjeél-.
ed to the bitrerest tribulation—tol-
land, the early friend of American
liberty—whose commerce has pe-.
rished under the same malevolent.
influence thac has blighted our own
—Shall we not rejoice that 1lolland
is no longer tributary to violence’
and cza@ion ? T'he banucrs of O-
range ar:d the Bourbon white, once
fioat=d in honourable league withour
good old flag of thirteen stars :—
And shall we evince no graufication
in the prospe&, that the re-appear-
ance ot these long lost emblems may

_prove the general harbinger of re-

turning trade, tranquility and or-
der? Will we not exult in the re-
storation of so many nations to their
rights and privileges4—inthe rencws=
al amongst them ofharmunious inter-
course, instead of the prevalence of
inveterate and-samguinaty rago—
and in the assurance of a just ba-
lance in Europe, which promises

.durable peace and diffusive prosper-

itv threughout a lhemisphere avith
which our our prosperity and peace
ave vitally conne@ed. - ;

As men and christians, solicitous
of the good of our specics, we ave
specially calied upon to exult in the
display cf.compussicnate fortear-
ance znd benignity, of whicht the
magnanimous and excellent-Alesan-
der, the soul of the cenfederacy, ex-
hibited 50 bright an example in those

"memorable proceedings, which ter-

minatsd the sway of. the rufan
scourge of man, the impious derider -
and violator of: all ties, human-and
divine. . We are called upon tar de-
monstirate a pious joy, that an ovel-
beating power has ceased to eXist,
which  systematicaliy encouraged
crime and made “yirtue trembie—
thatan awfuland transcendant warn.-
ing is presented to the pride of guile
never to elate itself in euccess, and
a happy admonition to the faizh-
ful, never to despair in adversity.—

council of the un-
godly 1264nd’ whoso dwelleth un-
der thesdefence of the wmost high,
shall abide under the shadow of the
Almighty.”

But where is now the vain boas.
ter—wlicre is now to be found the
habitation of that demigod of self,
who so lately passed by at the head
of the mo:t numerous, formidable
and glittering - array, ever poured
forth since the vast irrupticn of the
Persinn monarch, by whom Athens
was fired ! Wherz is the grand pa-
cificator who, only two years ago,
advanced to diflate laws to an zf-
frighted universe, from the capital
of the Czars? But yesterday the
word of Napoleon * might have
stood against the world.—Now lies
lie low—and none so poor to <o him
reverence”’—He that *‘assumed the
God,” hath not only fallen from the
pinnacle of his high estate, but the
degrading and abje&t manner, (and
the despicable circumstances cf ab-
dication with life,) of his fall, while
it leaves to his dark spirit nothing
but the madness of ncmory, will
teach to afrer-warriors and usurpers
a2 lesson -of humility-—a sense of
«ambition’s less than littlencss”
such as was never taught before.
Al evil spirit as thou art, *

It is enough to gricve the heart,

To see thine OWwn URELTUNg 5

‘To think, that God's fuir world hath

been i

The foot-stcol of a thing so mean.
“We rejoice moreover, as chris-

tians and philanthropists, in’ the

special manifestation of that Om- -

nipotent Mercy, which cduces geod

out of evil, and regulatity out of

chaos. We exult in the passing

walked in lgg

testimonics-of the fulfilment “of the
word, against which the hateed: of
infidelity has conspired in vaihiand"

vas Blessed is the man who bath net

against which it i3 written thatithe G-
" i 553K, Ty
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